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Editorial ]

When it comes to education these days, there is really so little to 
laugh about. The disproportionate amount of question time 
devoted to…absenteeism in schools at the Legislative Assem-
bly last Tuesday defi es all rhyme and reason. Watching back 

benchers and members of the opposition taking turns to grill the minister 
of education about what he intends to do, in the here and now, about this 
phenomenon makes one wonder whether we know where our priorities are. 

The question has captured the public spotlight recently as if this pheno-
menon were something new or even marginally signifi cant. The real issues, 
as a result, got buried underneath this obsessive pursuit to raise the number 
of days students sit in the classrooms as if that were an indicator of improve-
ment of the education system! And, every time we focus on side issues, the 
real problems plaguing the education system go unnoticed. 

We still have a system which throws a third of its population out 
before kids even learn how to read and write. Some never do. A system 
based on open inequality and unfairness where many parents unwittingly 
show their children how to cheat and lie by falsifying their addresses and 
securing unfair advantages. We still live in a country where a Standard 1 
pupil is raped by three boys hardly older than her in the school premises 
and where indiscipline is almost getting out of hand. All these issues are 
sidetracked and our parliamentarians are taking the minister of education 
to task about a few students who absent themselves from school in the 
third term for revision purposes! 

One might perhaps benefi t by going back to a debate about the basics: 
the aim of education in this day and age. Beyond sitting in the classrooms, 
the students’ task is to cultivate a capacity to think outside the box and be 
able to handle real-life situations, rapidly adapt and move in sync with the 
times. Our policy makers should try and promote policies to help ensure that 
our children receive a cutting-edge education, benchmarked against world 
standards allowing them to compete globally. 

As President Barak Obama aptly said, “In a 21st-century world where 
jobs can be shipped wherever there’s an Internet connection,…a child born 
in Dallas is now competing with a child in New Delhi.” I wonder how many 
classes the kid in Delhi has attended and how many parliamentarians and 
rectors are recommending “strong legislation to force” him to attend. 

I think the priorities for the minister of education are not to go the route 
of repressive legislation. After all, as one of the students said in our June 17th 
edition, “You could be sitting in a classroom but not following the class.” Ra-
ther, he should concentrate on improving the quality of public education and 
reducing the gap between the high-performing and low-performing schools. 
He should introduce measures to engage and motivate today’s students ra-
ther than force them to merely physically attend. One of the ways of doing 
this is by hiring, training and retaining high-quality teachers and introducing 
activities which make the school experience a happy one. This is the only 
way to ensure that every young person has the skills and qualifi cations to 
contribute to their future and that of their country. 

If parliamentarians want to help improve the system, they should 
concentrate on real issues instead of echoing the panic of some rectors 
who concede that the phenomenon “does not generally have an effect 
on the students’ performance.” 

Tilting at windmills

“The Tertiary Education 
Commission can’t think 

outside the 
traditional system”

by Touria PRAYAG
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Dr. Fauzia ALKHAIRY 

Free Travel SchemeFree Travel Scheme

The devil 
is in the detail
> pp. 38 - 39



Art exhibition
The artist Lalit Gupta is holding 
an exhibition of paintings and 
sculptures at the Imaaya Gal-
lery in Pointe aux Cannoniers 
till Saturday 9th July. For his la-
test exhibition, the artist 
has chosen very 
colourful works 
including col-
lages and origi-
nal sculptures, 
such as masks 
made from a 
plastic fl ask.

Concert: 
Alain Ramanisum
Join Alain Ramanisum as his cele-
brates his career of 15 years at J & J 
Auditorium in Phoenix on Satur-
day 9th July from 8pm to 10pm. 
Organised by Culture Events Pro-
ductions, the event also brings to-
gether artists like Laura Beg, Nitin 
Chinien, Desiree François, Sandra 
Mayotte, Serge Lebrasse, Bruno 

Raya, Blakkayo and 
Benjam from 
Reunion Island. 
Call Culture 
Events Prod on 
208 1550 or 

255 0959. 

Theatre: Malcolm 
de Chazal
As part of the Malcolm de Chazal 
year, the Institut Français de Mau-
rice is organizing a theatre festival 
in July. “Les Désamorantes” will 
be performed on Friday 8th and 
Saturday 9th July 
at 8pm, while “Le 
concile des poètes 
will be held on 
Friday 15th and 
Friday 22nd July also 
at 8pm. Call the 
IFM on 467 
4222. 
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Week at a glance ]

Graveyard of ideas
Thought 
for the Day]
“Imagine corruption to 
be like a tick on a dog. 
In some countries,  the 
tick is 
bigger 
than the 
dog.”

Events ]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stéphane BENOIT

DESPITE all the hype sur-
rounding the vacant post of 
head of the International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF), French 
fi nance minister Christine 
Lagarde’s nomination to the 
top job threw a wet blanket on 
hopes that for the fi rst time in 
the institutions’ history, a non-
European banker would lead 
it.A sobering lesson that the 
more things seem to change, 
the more they tend to remain 
the same. 

Our shores have not been all 
that deprived in that department 
either. This week the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) held 
consultations with the Ministry 
of Energy and Public Utilities 
and other stakeholders on de-
veloping renewable energy in 
Mauritius. Those familiar with 

energy will note that this comes 
at a bad time; when Maurice Ile 
Durable (MID), launched with 
much fanfare, is now largely 
comatose - with little hope of 
resuscitation in fact, coal is the 
way to go. 

Or take for example, Mau-
ritius’ ratifi cation of a resolution 
at the Human Rights Council 
on June 17th concerning “hu-
man rights, sexual orientation 
and gender identity” which was 
raised in the national assembly 
this week. Those familiar with 
the fi ascos that the Equal Op-
portunities Act, the freedom of 
information issue, the United 
Nations (U.N) convention on 
economic and social rights and 
the AU convention on preven-
ting and combating corruption 
turned out to be, we are adept 
at signing conventions interna-

tionally, but loathe to actually 
implement them. The progres-
sivism of our diplomats gets 
diluted once on our own shores. 
Despite signing the resolution, 
Mauritius still is, as the prime 
minister’s response in the natio-
nal assembly this week affi rmed, 
reluctant to amend segments of 
the law and constitution in line 
with the resolution. Placating a 
conservative vote bank is more 
important than actually putting 
its money where its mouth is. 

Growth target
Speaking of money and 

mouths, fi gures released by the 
government that optimistically fo-
recast a 6% growth target for the 
economy in 2011 have been re-
ceived skeptically by the Mauritius 
Commercial Bank (MCB). Imba-

lances in the international market 
as well as the fall in Foreign Direct 
Investment make it possible, accor-
ding to the MCB, to actually grow 
by only 4.3% this year. 

But let’s not focus too much 
on such profound subjects as 
human rights and the economy. 
Even relatively (it would seem) 
simple steps are mired in com-
plications and procrastination. 
The National Transport Autho-
rity (NTA) is the star this week, 
mandating that vehicle owners 
change their license plates to the 
British standard retro refl ective 
variety. The catch? The NTA has 
mentioned no deadline by which 
this is to be accomplished, lea-
ving drivers in the dark. The only 
consolation, it seems, is that our 
ambitions far exceed our ability. 
A graveyard of ideas indeed. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

THIERRY MONTOCCHIO, 
Director General of Circus Adver-
tizing Mauritius and Circus Puli-
cis in Reunion passed away after a 
long battle with brain cancer, on the 
morning of June 28th. 

Growing up in Mauritius, 
Thierry left to study design and ad-
vertizing in South Africa where he 
was based for a total of fi ve years. He 
went on to become one of the most 
prominent names in Mauritian ad-
vertizing, bagging over one hundred 
awards for his work. 

That rare breed of advertiser 
with a social conscience, Montoc-
chio was a member of the NGO 

Prévention Information Lutte 
contre le Sida, combating the spread 
of HIV/AIDS in Mauritius. His re-
liance was not limited to symbolic 
gestures; despite suffering from 
brain cancer, he insisted upon wor-
king till his very last days. 

He is survived by his wife, Sophie 
and two children. The world of Mau-
ritian advertizing has truly lost one 
of its favorite sons. Humanity has, 
however, gained a lesson in courage 
and resilience. In Mauritius, Thierry 
Montocchio will remain a symbol of 
that courage. A constant reminder 
that no matter what cards you draw, 
it is the use you make of them which 

determines the kind of 
life you live. Thierry’s 
short but full and ful-
fi lled life is a living 
proof of that. 

Obituary] Advertising supremo passes away 

The promised land : the new license plates that Mauritian drivers are supposed to get, but for which the NTA has given no deadline. 
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“That is also a good 
test. We need to be able 
to survive.” The prime 

minister to Satish Boolell’s 
comment that a delay in 

exam results causes stress 
among the members of the 

Police Force.

“Mr Speaker, Sir, may 
I take this opportunity to 
appeal to my colleague 

ministers to see to it that 
their respective Supervising 
Offi cers initiate all necessa-
ry procedures for promotion 

and recruitment…” Ashit 
Gungah in the Legislative 

Assembly. 
As the speaker pointed 

out, the minister mistook 
the L.A. for Cabinet. 

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

PNQ
What’s new?

THE answer to this week’s 
PNQ in the National Assembly 
did not tell us much that we didn’t 
already know. It focused on legal 
changes that Mauritius would re-
quire to support the UN Resolu-
tion for gay rights that the country 
voted in favour of this month. The 
resolution, passed on 17th June, 
was introduced by South Africa. It 
is the fi rst-ever U.N. resolution on 
the human rights of lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgendered persons. 

The prime minister announced 
that a select committee would be 

set up to look into the results of a 
study that would be commissioned 
by the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, as part of the re-
solution. The aim of the study is to 
document discriminatory laws and 
acts of violence against people based 
on their sexual orientation and gen-
der identity around the world with 
a view to using international human 
rights laws to end violations based 
on sexual orientation. 

But aside from that, predic-
tably enough, the prime minis-
ter mentioned the Employment 

Rights Act and the Employment 
Relations Act, which prohibit dis-
crimination and harassment by 
an employer on the grounds of 
sexual orientation. He also men-
tioned the Equal Opportunities 

Act, which “prohibits discrimina-
tion on various grounds, including 
sexual orientation, in a number of 
spheres of activities.” And while all 
that is well and good, the infamous 
law still remains in hiding. 

A colourful demonstration : the Collectif Arc-en-ciel defends gay rights.
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African Journalist Awards 2011
And the award 
goes to…

RABIN BHUJUN, editor in 
chief of “l’express dimanche” was 
one of the proud winners of the 
CNN Multichoice African Journa-
list Awards 2011, held at The Sand-
ton Sun Hotel, in Johannesburg, 
South Africa last Saturday. He was 
awarded a prize in the category 
of “Francophone General News 
Award, Print, for his controversial 
article “Le vrai pouvoir des castes,” 
on the caste system in Mauritius, 
published in “l’express dimanche” 
on 5th September 2010. 

The judges remarked that the 
“story stands out in the Franco-
phone Print category as yet another 
masterpiece of investigative journa-
lism in Mauritius. In his insightful 
account of caste infl uence on the 
political system – one of the un-sta-
ted realities of Mauritius – Rabin de-
monstrates integrity, well-organised 

research and good writing skills.” 
And while the article provoked the 
anger of socio-cultural organisations 
in Mauritius which resulted, as ma-
ny will recall, in the public burning 
of “l’express dimanche”, Rabin 
Bhunjun’s reward shows the value 
of this very bold piece. 

Meanwhile, Fatuma Noor, a 
journalist from Kenya was awarded 
the top prize at this year’s ceremony. 
The young woman, who works for 
The Star Kenya, was rewarded for 
her three-part series on the Al-Sha-
baab, in one of the world’s most 
dangerous places, Somalia. 

The competition started out 
with 1407 entries from 42 na-
tions across Africa, eventually 
narrowed down to 27 fi nalists 
from 13 countries. This was the 
16th edition of the CNN Multi-
Choice competition.
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Generation trap

Don’t you get tired of constantly hearing 
how depraved “today’s youth” is? For 
one, it presupposes some sort of monoli-
thic entity, composed entirely of the sort 

of ravening hordes one would expect to fi nd in Ku-
brik’s A Clockwork Orange. Secondly, it convenient-
ly conveys the impression that “today’s youth” was 
brought up by automatons in a solution of brine and 
meanness, rather than by actual people. Well, here’s 
some news for all of those who are so swift to dismiss 
young people as a hopelessly decadent lot: they were 
not born without moral compasses; rather, they are 
simply the product of their times. A more pertinent 
question would be: what do the previous genera-
tions, who gave up trying to create a better world a 
long time ago, have to say for themselves?    

When I was a kid, my mother would occasionally tell 
me about what it was like to grow up in 1960s Mauritius: 
the simplicity, the innocence, the cyclones, the diesel re-
frigerators…The picture she painted was so vivid that I 
sometimes felt nostalgic for an era I never even knew. In 
retrospect, growing up here in the 1990s wasn’t all that 
different to those halcyon days. Globalization was still 
in its infancy: we had no mobile phones, no cable televi-
sion, no internet, no shopping malls, no McDonalds…
Fun was mostly to be had outdoors, unless, of course, 
RFO was showing a Clint Eastwood fi lm or some such. 

Given how rapidly society has evolved since then, 
it’s not outrageous to affi rm that 1991 had more in 
common with the 1961 than with 2011. Naturally, I’m 
sugarcoating the past, but who doesn’t? The lyrics of 
Everybody’s free (to wear sunscreen) put it best: “Ac-
cept certain inalienable truths: prices will rise, politi-
cians will philander, you too will get old and when you 
do, you’ll fantasize that when you were young, prices 
were reasonable, politicians were noble and children 
respected their elders.” 

Still, that alone does not explain the growing rift 
between generations. Somewhere along the line, Mau-
ritius chose to open up to the world, without necessa-
rily equipping itself to bear the brunt of the attendant 
social changes. For instance, our education system 
remained fi rmly cemented in the past and many fa-
milies struggled to fi nd a way of balancing their jobs 
and parental obligations. Buying their children stuff 
was simply a way of assuaging their guilt and com-
pensating for their absence. For a long time, this was 
simply dismissed as an externality, part of the price 
to pay for development. 

Yet, the ultimate irony is that those in a position to 
effect positive changes continue to labour under the 
impression that they owe it to their offspring to amass 
as much wealth and infl uence as possible, rather than 
to contribute to a more equitable society. This logic is 
discombobulated, at best. Sure, it behoves parents to 
ensure that their children’s material needs are met and 
that they get the best possible shot at fulfi lling their po-
tential. They should not however cultivate the myth that 
they’ll be able to raise their progeniture in a privilege-
padded vacuum, far from the hoi polloi and the harsh 
realities of the day. They might succeed for a while, but 
sooner or later the chickens will come home to roost. 

Better then to pool our resources and work to-
wards a better world. And stop blaming the kids! 

 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Mauritius Environment Outlook Report 

An ecological opus 
with a purpose 
On Monday, the ministry of Environment and sustainable 
development made public a wealth of information pertaining 
to our natural resources. It remains to be seen whether its 
recommendations will be heard. 
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“IT’S the fi rst time that a 
report of this type has been pu-
blished by the ministry. It was 
made by Mauritians for Mau-
ritians.” It’s in these terms that 
the minister of Environment 
and sustainable development, 
Deva Virahswamy, described the 
Mauritius Environment Outlook 
(MEO) Report at its launch on 
Monday. Yet, not even such pro-
mising words do justice to this 
“critical assessment of the envi-
ronmental state and trends”. In-
deed, the ministry’s technicians 
have created a bold and valuable 
piece of work that deserves to 
be read by all Mauritians. For 
instance, it’s the fi rst time that 
a ministry has the audacity to 
question, in writing, the govern-
ment’s target of two million tou-
rists by 2015. 

Its Summary for decision-
makers is a model of clarity. It 
covers a broad range of sectors 
– air, freshwater, land, waste ma-
nagement, coastal and marine re-
sources, land biodiversity, climate 

change, offshore islets, and tou-
rism and environment, to name 
but a few - with admirable ob-
jectivity and candour. Better yet, 
it offers an Outlook to 2030 for 
each of them. The report is also 
proof that the ministry boasts 
dozens of competent offi cials; 
it’s just a question of creating the 
right conditions for them to do 
their jobs. Here’s a digest of some 
of their more salient fi ndings: 

▼Air
Anyone who’s had to spend 

more than a few minutes in traffi c 
in the capital will doubtless have 
noticed that the air isn’t exactly 
of alpine quality. According to 
the ministry, “the major contri-
butors to local air pollution are 
emissions from electricity gene-
ration, industrial activities, trans-
portation, sugarcane burning, 
poor fuel quality, and irregular 
maintenance of vehicle engines”. 
In other words, everything we do 
is basically a source of air pol-
lution, which means that there’s 

no easy solution to the problem. 
So what do the authorities pro-
pose? Prioritization, to begin 
with. “There is an urgent need 
to address localized air pollution 
problems caused by industries 
and vehicles”, states the report. 
The setting up of an Air Pollu-
tion Control Unit could help do 
just that. 

▼ Freshwater  
Ah, the burning issue of the 

millennium. One doesn’t need 
to hold a degree in hydrology to 
realize that water scarcity is one 
of the biggest problems facing 
the country. Nor does one need 
to be conversant with the art of 
hydromancy to know where our 
troubles stem from: insuffi cient 
capture and storage facilities, soa-
ring demand, a leaky distribution 
system and, increasingly, climate 
change. There’s more though. 
The MEO Report warns that 
actions must be taken in order to 
avoid pollution of our freshwater 
supply by “discharge of domestic 

Solid waste: there’s a lot 
more where that came from. 



and industrial effl uents and run-
off from agricultural fi elds”. It 
recommends the establishment 
of a Water Authority “to enhance 
overall water management,” the 
reduction of unaccounted-for-
water from 47% to 25% by 2030 
and the implementation of mea-
sures “to connect 50% of the po-
pulation to the sewerage network 
by 2015.” 

▼ Land   
Here’s an interesting statistic 

for you: a minimum of 12 200 
additional hectares of land will 
be needed by 2030 for “tourism, 
housing, business and infrastruc-
ture”. Given that the country is 
already densely populated as it 
is (the report predicts that there 
will be 160 000 more people 
by 2030), this will give rise to 
“competing demand for urban 
and infrastructural expansion 
and to support the agricultural, 
industrial and tourism sectors”. 
So how, if at all, will we be able 
to deal with these emerging 
pressures? Land management 
is not the ministry of Environ-
ment’s forte and this shows in its 
Outlook to 2030. It affi rms that 
“sustainable land management is 
essential”. Do you think? 

▼ Waste management
The issue of waste mana-

gement has enjoyed a relatively 
high profi le in recent years, 
thanks in part to the controversy 
surrounding Gamma-Covanta’s 
proposed waste incinerator. The 
MEO Report will add grist to the 
mill of those opposing the project 
by declaring, once and for all, that 
“nearly 80% of waste generated 
has recycling potential”. It adds 

however that the country will ge-
nerate 50% more waste by 2030 
and that the Mare Chicose land-
fi ll is “nearing saturation” (416 
000 tonnes were sent there in 
2009). The document highlights 
the absence of policies and legis-
lation to promote the recycling 
of waste and advocates “an in-
tegrated approach to waste ma-
nagement focusing on waste 
reduction, sorting and recycling”.  

▼Coastal and marine 
resources

At the launch of the report, 
Deva Virahsawmy asserted that 
the protection of our beaches 
and lagoons should be an ut-
most priority. After perusing 
the report, one understands 
the urgency of his tone: “Long-
term monitoring data of coral 
reefs shows that only 40% of live 
coral cover exists in the lagoon 
and 30% occur off-lagoon. On 
the hand, large-scale fi sh catch 
decline from 19 690 tonnes in 
1993 to 6 385 tonnes in 2009”. 
That, you will probably concur, 
is a worrying drop. So, what has 
the doctor ordered? To begin 
with, we should learn to appre-
ciate the “intrinsic value” of our 
coastal and marine resources. 
Once that’s done, the authori-
ties can implement the Integra-
ted Coastal Zone Management 
Framework, “promote sound 
development practices in coastal 
zones” and create more Marine 
Protected Areas. 

▼ Inland Biodiversity  
“More investments should 

be made to control invasive 
alien species and conserve bio-
diversity.” The precariousness 

of indigenous fl ora and fauna 
is well-documented. Yet, the 
reactions of successive govern-
ments to this issue have been 
distinctly underwhelming. If it 
weren’t for the work of the Mau-
ritian Wildlife Foundation, for 
example, the country would be at 
least four bird species and several 
reptile species poorer. Still, there’s 
huge scope for improvement in 
the fi eld of conservation. This 
explains the MEO Report’s plea 
for more funding, as well as the 
harmonization of “the mandates 
involved in biodiversity protec-
tion and management”. 

▼Climate change 
Now here’s the kicker. Did 

you know that mean tempera-
tures have increased by more 
than 0.7°C and 1.1°C on the 
high grounds and coastal zones, 
respectively, over the past half 
century? Or that the hottest 
months have been 1°C hotter 
during the last decade? Or that 
annual rainfall has been on a 
downward trend since 1905? Or 
that the average sea-level in Mau-
ritius increased by 2.1mm yearly 

between 1998 and 2007? Well, 
now you do and it’s all thanks to 
climate change. Considering it’s 
a global problem, all we can hope 
to do is adapt to and mitigate the 
impacts of a changing climate. 
However, it seems unlikely that 
we will undertake the necessary 
actions. Until, that is, some ex-
treme weather event whacks us 
on the head. 

▼ Offshore islets 
The recent disappearance 

of the Orange-tailed skink from 
Flat Island due to tourism deve-
lopment is further evidence that 
leasing our offshore islets is a 
very delicate undertaking. Des-
pite being “ecologically sensi-
tive”, only 16 out of 49 islets are 
part of the islets national park, 
the rest being “leased for specifi c 
uses, privately owned, declared 
public beaches or are uncommit-
ted”. The report recommends 
that the “leasing of islets should 
be done in a transparent man-
ner”. “Lessees should also parti-
cipate in islets conservation and 
protection for long-term sustai-
nability,” it adds. The question 
is: can commercial operators 
really be counted on to do so? 
Another interesting proposal is 
to use the islets as “a global la-
boratory of good practice in eco-
logical research, eco-education, 
conservation and ecotourism.” 
A promising, if unlikely, course 
of action. 

▼ Tourism and environment 
It’s bemusing how a com-

ment made by the prime minis-
ter in a speech in 2005 became 
a major policy decision. Indeed, 
by declaring that he wanted to 

double the number of tourists 
that visit the island yearly by 
2015, Navin Ramgoolam set in 
motion, almost unsuspectingly, a 
process that anyone with a bit of 
nous soon recognized for what 
it was: pure folly. Numerous 
doubts have been emitted about 
this over the past few years, but 
never by a government ministry. 
Until now that is. “The annual 
target of two million tourists by 
2015 challenges the future of the 
already fragile coastal zone,” says 
the MEO report. 

It suggests that “the carrying 
capacity for setting future targets 
for the tourism industry” be in-
dentifi ed. Its authors will surely 
be glad to discover that a Tourism 
Carrying Capacity Study was in 
fact carried out in 1997 by the 
oceanographer Vassen Kauppay-
muthoo. His conclusion? Any-
thing more than 800 000 tourists 
per year would have undesirable 
social, infrastructural and envi-
ronmental effects. Still, it’s good 
to see the ministry asking that 
the monitoring of coastal hotels 
be strengthened “to ensure strict 
compliance with Environmental 
Impact Assessment licenses”.       

▼ Other choice phrases
“It is time to realize that the 

environmental assets of Mau-
ritius are the key to present and 
future socio-economic progress.”

“It is therefore crucial to 
place environmental issues at the 
core of decision-making.”

“The population of the Re-
public of Mauritius is projected 
to increase by a further 160 000 
people by 2030.”

Nicholas RAINER 
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“Anything more 
than 800 000 

tourists per year 
would have 

undesirable social, 
infrastructural 

and 
environmental 

effects.”

Loss of tree cover and droughts: 
there’s a link somewhere. 



■ Who is Fauzia  Alkhairy? 
My parents  are from India, I was born 

in Saudi Arabia and now I am settled in the 
United States. 
■ And in the meantime you have been 
around the world…

Yes. After completing my 10th grade in 
Saudi Arabia, I went to the U.K for my O- 
and A- levels and then for my college educa-
tion, I went to the United States where  I got 
married, had three daughters and settled . 
■ What did you read in the United 
States?

My fi rst degree was actually business ad-
ministration from Boston University, and my 
second degree is in medicine from the Carib-
bean Medical School.  
■ And what brings you to our shores? 

Mauritius is a thriving economy. It’s doing 
much better economically than all the other 
islands and I’ve heard that the Prime Minister 
wants to make Mauritius an education hub.
■ Presumably you already had an 
idea about settling in Mauritius. 
How did you fi nd out about Mauri-
tius in the fi rst place? 

Well, I had been running a medical college 
for ten years in the Seychelles, which is very 
near to Mauritius. I came to Mauritius for the 
fi rst time in 2002  to visit the American Em-
bassy here. So I was familiar with it. The rea-
son I wanted to come to Mauritius is because 
it has a very strategic geographical location. 
It’s in the Indian Ocean and is part of Africa; 
you see Asia on the one side and Africa on the 
other. So, we are right in the middle of two 
big parts of the world. What also drew me in 
was that this part of the world does not know 
much about U.S medical education. 
■ What should we know about Ameri-
can medical education? 

That it’s a more global curriculum. 
It makes the student better rounded and 
knowledgeable by the time she/he graduates, 
rather than knowing one particular way of 
study as in other curricula that are more tra-
ditional.  Education has changed as well as 
medical education. 
■ The reason behind your presence 
here is that you have grand projects for 
Mauritius. Exactly what is the gist of 
your project? 

Well, since Mauritius also wants to be-
come a hub of education, I have come with 
the intention of setting up a medical school 
in Mauritius with the help of the Tertiary 
Education Commission (TEC) , but since 
there were many delays and I wanted to open 
my doors to the students, I approached the 
Mauritius Qualifi cations Authority (MQA) 
to start some review courses both for HSC 
and medical students. 
■ Presumably while waiting for the 
grand project to be approved by 
the TEC? 

Yes. Students leaving school would be 

taught the techniques and concepts of 
science so they could have better results in 
exams. This would also be useful for admission 
tests to medical school. We also review the basic 
sciences taught in medical colleges.   If a student 
wants to settle and practice medicine in the U.S, 
for example, it will prepare him to study for the 
United States Medical Licensing Examination, 
which is the hardest medical screening test in 
the world.  So it will make it easier for students 
to tackle those types of exams. 
■ I am more interested in the medical 
school you are about to set up. At what 
stage are you?

Everything is ready. We already have a 
multi-storey building and we have our entire 
teaching faculty.
■ Where do your lecturers come from? 

They are all medical doctors and specia-
lists from India trained in teaching the Ameri-
can Medical Curriculum because Mauritian 
doctors were diffi cult to get. 
■ How much are you intending to invest 
in this country? 

We have already invested US $500,000 
and we have just started by renting the buil-
ding, appointing the lecturers, getting archi-
tects to do the interior of the building, the IT 

etc. Once we get TEC approval that will take 
us into a couple of million dollars. 
■ You have this money you are waiting 
to invest here and all you need is TEC 
approval? 

Yes.  TEC approval for the medical 
college. 
■ Is this medical school you are plan-
ning to set up going to be affi liated to 
any university? 

The University of Guyana has already 
approached us and they are ready to become 
our awarding body. 
■ Is the University of Guyana recogni-
zed by any other body? Suppose our 
students take medical courses, where 
would they be able to practice? 

Everywhere in the world, because this is 
an old, university established in South Ame-
rica since 1969. The students graduating from 
there are able to practice medicine anywhere 
in the world. 
■ When were you planning to start this 
medical university in Mauritius? 

I came here and met the TEC in Februa-
ry2010 and I was hoping to start in January 
2011. All I am waiting for is the TEC appro-
val. I’ve already got my lecturers and 100 in-

ternational students I have been able to attract 
to Mauritius. 
■ Which countries do these students 
come from?

From the U.S, Canada, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Pakistan, Uganda, Thailand, Seychelles, South 
Africa, Kenya, and India
■ You mean students from the U.S and 
Canada are also coming to learn medi-
cine here? 

Yes.
■ Why don’t they study medicine in 
their own countries? 

Medical education in the US is very ex-
pensive and the medical colleges have very 
strict admission policies. Some of the students 
would like to change the place where they are, 
some would like to learn tropical medicine in 
Africa. U.S medicine is very advanced techno-
logically, but the kind of hands-on experience 
students get in a developing country, they 
won’t get anywhere else. 
■ What kind of experience would they 
not get in North America? 

First of all, many diseases that exist are 
only studied in books. Let me give you the 
example of tuberculosis or leprosy. Their 
knowledge of these is bookish. They know 
everything about the diagnosis, treatment 
and management but they’ve never seen 
those diseases because they are no longer 
prevalent there. 
■ But even here, where would they fi nd 
a patient with leprosy? 

Well, the idea of the medical education 
that I offer is that students will have the possi-
bility of doing the fi rst two years of their pro-
gramme, which is  the pre-clinical part, here 
and the third  and fourth year they can go to 
any of our affi liated hospitals in the world. 
They can go to Africa to learn tropical medi-
cine, they can go to India to learn about infec-
tious diseases, they can go to the U.K. to learn 
how a national healthcare system operates and 
they can go to the U.S to learn the latest in 
surgical technology. That’s what globalization 
of medicine means. Not sitting in one place 
and learning everything the way it was taught 
in the past
■ So what you are offering here will only 
be the fi rst two years? 

Students can do all four years here or they 
can do half of the course here and the remai-
ning half somewhere else.  
■ Those of us who send our kids to 
places like the U.S and Canada to study 
medicine have got it all wrong?

Those who don’t understand medicine 
think that the best is available there. The best 
can be available here in Mauritius in terms 
of learning the pre-clinical or the theory part 
and then for the clinical training you have 
the option of going to all of these places to 
learn how medicine is done in different parts 
of the world. That is what makes you an all-
round doctor when you graduate. You also 
minimize the cost. 
■ How much will you charge? 

$10,000.00 per year for fi ve years which 
includes the pre-medical studies. In com-
parison, you will pay between $50,000 and 
$150,000 a year in the U.S.for fouryears
■ Do you offer accommodation? 

Yes, throughout the semester. Our hall 
of residence is already set up. All done - just 
waiting for the students. 
■ You said you had 100 students from 
abroad. How many are you going to re-
cruit in Mauritius? Have you done any 
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“The Tertiary Education 
Commission can’t think 
outside the traditional system”

Fauzia Alkhairy, who is now 
settled in the US after a truly 
cosmopolitan upbringing, 
is interested in investing in 
Mauritius and wants to set 
up a medical school here. 
But, as she is fast discove-
ring, it is not plain sailing…. Dr. Fauzia 

Alkhairy 



feasibility study about how many stu-
dents will be interested? 

Around 10 000 students receive their 
Higher School Certifi cate each year. Even if 
0.5% of the 10,000 come to us, that will be 
good enough to start with.  
■ What number of students will make 
your school feasible? 

100 students will be a good start.
■ What kind of equipment do you need 
for the fi rst two years? 

We have everything we need: models, 
software, medicine now is very much a part 
of the virtual reality process, instruments, pos-
ters, power point projections, DVDs, books, a 
wonderful library that can  accommodate 100 
students at a time. 
■ Presumably, if you have all of this and 
the TEC is dragging its feet, it must have 
some reason. What’s the reason accor-
ding to you? 

I really do not understand. For me, if 
the idea is to make Mauritius an educatio-
nal hub and bring in international students, 
this is exactly what I want to do. I don’t want 
land, I don’t want a building, I’m coming 
with everything, all the latest technology and 
teaching aids. All I need is authorization. Why 
they would take this long for such a thing, I 
have no idea. One of the reasons I think is 
because the TEC is so based on the traditio-
nal medical system that to think outside this 
system is so diffi cult. 
■ What do you mean? 

The traditional system is the old method 
of teaching; rote memorization,  a four – fi ve 
-year course, with one year’s internship. 
According to them you can’t do two years 
here and the rest someplace else. Everything 
should be taught in one place at a govern-
ment hospital, whether the consultants have 
time to teach students or not. They will not 
accept private clinics, also things like the 
hospital has to be less than fi ve km from the 
campus. All these things come from an old 
traditional way of teaching. 
■ Isn’t it the same in the U.S? 

No! It’s very, very different. In the good 
schools, you can do two years in the US and 
the last two years somewhere else. Students 
come to places like this to do their last year 
because they want to learn about tropical 
medicine so they don’t even complete their 
education in the U.S. 
■ My understanding of the TEC is that 
their main worry is the recognition of 
the degree by foreign universities. Have 
you sorted that out?

As long as the awarding body is recogni-
zed, and so is our affi liation with them, the 
degree will be recognized.  
■ But as Mauritians, we don’t know 
about Guyana. 

We have a letter of intent from them, and 
I wouldn’t have accepted their offer without 
doing some investigating myself. The TEC 
also have to do their own investigations to 
fi nd out whether Mauritian students pur-
suing their studies here will be able to prac-
tice the world over. 
■ The medical students who come out 
of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam (SSR) 
medical school can’t practice in foreign 
countries, can they? 

No. The awarding body for SSR is the 
University of Mauritius. The UOM is lis-
ted with different international bodies as a 
recognized and accredited University. If the 
UOM is not recognized by bodies around the 

world, those students coming out of the SSR, 
carrying the university of Mauritius degree 
will not be able to practice medicine outside 
of Mauritius. 
■ With the degree you are offering 
them, they can, can’t they? 

Yes. 
■ But I can’t understand why the TEC 
would refuse to give you accreditation…

I have no idea. I’ve been trying to get a 
government hospital affi liation, because that’s 
a requirement, but most government hospi-
tal affi liations are booked by colleges that are 
not even here yet. Here I am in the country, 
with everything I need, but I can’t get a go-
vernment hospital because they are already 
booked by institutions not here yet. I went 
to the City Clinic to get an affi liation, and 
they were more than happy to be asso-
ciated with us, but that is a private clinic, 
so now they say that it is not suffi ciently 
specialized and so forth. Well, I replied 
that as far as undergraduate studies are 
concerned, City Clinic is more than ade-
quate. But they say that City Clinic does 
not have enough beds. They have 75 beds 
and, according to TEC regulations, you 
need 5 beds per student. So I need to fi nd 
other hospitals, so I wrote to the Ministry of 
Health requesting availability of government 
hospitals, but so far I got nothing from them. 
■ So what is blocking you is the hospital 
affi liation, not the accreditation? 

To be honest, I don’t know what is bloc-
king me. I have not heard any plausible expla-
nation from the TEC.
■  In the meantime, you have costs, 
don’t you? 

Yes. 
■  What kind of costs are we talking 
about here? 

On a monthly basis, about $100,000 per 
month.. 
■ And all your lecturers are just sitting 
there and waiting? 

Yes. 
■ Have you explained this to the TEC? 

I have explained everything. 
■ And what did they say? Surely they 
cannot be insensitive to that?

Every time I go there, there is some new 
piece of information they want. They are 
looking at it, they are thinking, they are stu-
dying, the board is meeting, they have to bring 
it in front of the board…you know, its just delay 
after delay after delay. When somebody in their 
place should have grabbed the opportunity, be-
cause that’s what the government says it wants 
for the country! Rather than giving approvals to 
yet another Indian college, bring in something 
that’s international which will bring something 
new to the country. Another problem is that I 
have yet to meet a physician in the TEC who 
understands  medical education
■ Have you tried contacting the minis-
ter of health? 

I have met the permanent secretary. I am 
still waiting for a response. 
■ When was this? 

That was about two weeks ago. 
■ You had a similar school in the 
Seychelles didn’t you? How did that 
work out? 

It started ten years ago under the charter 
of the president of the Seychelles, signed by 
the ministers of education and health. 
■ Where are the doctors you produced 
working now? 

All over the world including the U.S. 

We produced 2 batches, about 73 gra-
duates so far who passed the Medical 
Licensing Exams in the U.S with fl ying 
colours at  the fi rst go.  As a matter of 
fact, we are among the only two univer-
sities outside the U.S that train students 
for taking the U.S Medical Licensing 
Exams where we have a 90% pass rate 
at the fi rst attempt. 
■ You presumably have the track re-
cord of all these students, don’t you? 

 I have presented the TEC with all the 
results, the results from the U.S medical li-
censing exams, screening tests of the medical 
council of India Where  we have a pass rate 
of over 90% at the fi rst attempt. A pass rate 
like that must give credibility to any medi-
cal school. Unfortunately, at the TEC, the 
people who are looking at these results are 
not medical doctors. You need a person in the 
medical fi eld to understand the value of these 
things. Furthermore, we have the permanent 
accreditation from the American Academy 
of Continuing Medical Education, a medical 
education body designed to encourage prac-
ticing physicians to continuously upgrade 
their knowledge of the latest discoveries, in-
vention and technologies in medicine. This 
itself is so valuable to raise the health care 
standards of any country. We would be the 
only providers of such courses in the region.
■ One of your students in the USAIM-
Seychelles- is the granddaughter of the 
President of India, isn’t that a reference?

Yes, the grand daughter has since 
graduated, passed her medical council of 
India screening test and she is currently 
doing her one year internship in India.
■ Is your school here a branch of the 
USAIM-Seychelles or is it a brand 
new school?

It’s a brand new company called 
USAIM LTD but the teaching faculty came 
with us. 
■ And you’re only interested in islands 
it seems. From the Seychelles to Mauri-
tius and to the Comoros maybe?

Well, what I set up in the Seychelles was 
the same kind of model as in the Caribbean. 
In the United States, its very diffi cult to get 
admission in the medical college and also very 
expensive. This is how they control demand 
and supply, and this is how when the medi-
cal graduates come out, they demand a high 
salary. But that does not mean that students 
that do not pass from there are not going to be 
good doctors. Some American entrepreneurs 
went to the Caribbean Islands because   there 
bureaucracy is less, and set up schools that 
would give a second chance to those students 
who could not get into the United States me-
dical colleges, and they became very popular. 
Some of those Caribbean Islands really do 
produce medical students better than some 
from the American colleges. 
■ So what are you doing in the mean-
time with your school? 

Just waiting for the MQA and TEC ap-
provals to come. I’m ready, I have my tea-
chers, my infrastructure, my staff, my track 
record and my results for the last ten years, my 
students already recruited. They’re all waiting. 
■ What is your next step?

I have been waiting very patiently, lis-
tening to all the delaying excuses for the 
past one year. I will reveal my next step in 
due course.

TOURIA PRAYAG
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 “Students can do 
the pre-clinical part 
here, then  they can 
go to Africa to learn 
tropical medicine, 
to India to learn 
about infectious 
diseases, to the 

U.K to learn how a 
national healthcare 
system operates and 
to the U.S to learn 
the latest in surgical 

technology.”
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The Free Travel 
Scheme was intro-
duced in 2005 by 
the Labor Party 

which, in a bout of electoral po-
pulism, promised that students, 
the elderly and the disabled 
could make use of bus facilities 
for free. The scheme, excellent 
in its intentions, came into ef-
fect on 1st September 2005 for 
students and the 15th of August 
that year for the elderly. To-
olsyraj Benydin, President of 
the Federation of Civil Service 
and other unions, speaking to 
l’espress Weekly, tries to contex-
tualize the reform, “Although 
this is a good system where 
education is free, some children 
from poorer backgrounds were 
still deprived of an education 
because their parents simply 
did not have the means to pay 
for the transport to take their 
children to school.” Thanks to 
this scheme, according to Sanjiv 
Goburdhun, Managing Direc-
tor of Rose Hill Transport bus 
services, one of the largest bus 
companies in the country, “that 
conundrum has been broken.” 

Before the scheme, Go-
burdhun adds, “Old age pen-
sioners could not go travelling, 
loiter around malls. Life for 
them was restricted to sitting 
in front of the television set.” 
That’s no longer the case. It’s 
also having spin-off effects, by 

encouraging bus use by stu-
dents, “its contributing to a re-
duction in traffi c.” 

Despite these advantages, 
it wasn’t long before problems 
began cropping up. Problems, 
such as the one faced by M. 
Dakrishna, a student of a state 
college, who, back in May 2011 
was forced to pay for using the 
bus despite having a bus pass, 
and having friends who could 
not pay, kicked off the bus at 
the next stop. Dakrishna joins 
877 other students and pen-
sioners who have faced simi-
lar incidents between 2008 
and 2010 according to fi gures 
given by Anil Bachoo, Minis-
ter of Public Infrastructure, 
National Development Unit, 
Land Transport and Shipping, 
in the National Assembly on 
the 19th April 2011. Incidents, 
such as students and pension-
ers “deliberately left at bus 
stops by ‘unscrupulous’ driv-
ers/conductors. Conductors/
drivers behave rudely with old-
aged pensioners and students,” 
according to the fi ndings of a 
Central Monitoring Commit-
tee looking into the problem 
and quoted by Bachoo. 

Part of the explanation why 
this happens lies with the way 
the scheme was hastily con-
cocted in the fi rst place. An 
excellent report released by 
the Director of Audit on July 

13th 2010, but subsequently 
left to gather dust, outlines the 
issue. The Government, the 
report states, “…decided as 
an interim measure that bus 
operators be paid an amount 
based on the proportion of 
travelling students” and esti-
mate of how much to pay ar-
rived at “based on an analysis 
of records submitted by the bus 
operators prior to 2005. Howe-
ver these assumptions and data 
have never been subjected to 
independent validation checks 
since the introduction of the 
scheme.” In other words, bus 
operators themselves submitted 
the fi gures according to which 
they would be paid every mon-
th by the Government.  And 
they are making a killing. With 
the scheme costing an esti-
mated Rs. 770 million for the 
year 2008/9 alone, roughly RS. 
4 billion has been dished out 
to the bus operators since the 

scheme was introduced, with 
big names such as the United 
Bus Service with Rs567 million, 
Triolet Bus Service was paid 
Rs363 million and Rose-Hill 
Transport receiving Rs166.5 
million When it comes to 
smaller operators, the situation 
is more opaque. The National 
Transport Authority when 
contacted, refused to disclose 
any fi gures. Luckily Sunil Jeen-
arain, Secretary-General of the 
Mauritius Bus Owners Coop-
erative Federation (MBOCF), 
was less reticent, informing us 
that on some routes, small op-
erators were getting as much as 
RS. 45,000 per month per bus 
under the scheme. Couple that 
with the fact that, according to 
the National Transport Author-
ity’s (NTA) fi gures, there were 
2,868 buses registered between 
2000 and May 2011, and it isn’t 
hard to see why bus companies 
love the scheme so much.  
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“Some bus 
operators choose 

to maximize 
profi t by only 

taking on 
board paying 
customers.”

Over the weekend, more than 200 
students from the University of Mauritius 
were up in arms because they had to pay 
for transportation to go for internships 
and training sessions during vacation 
periods. This, however, is just the tip of 
the complex iceberg known as the free 
travel scheme which, as it turns out, has 
some unlikely champions. 

Free Travel Scheme

The devil is i

A familiar sight for pensioners 
or students -  a bus driving away 
without them. 

The ubiquitous school bus ... but is it always used to go to school?
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Department 
of Dead 
Children

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

Iwould give anything to be a fl y on the wall of the 
offi ce of the Child Development Unit; I wonder 
what discussions our heroes are having on this 
fi ne morning? Changing the name of the de-

partment? After all, how do you “develop” a dead 
child? Shall we call it the Department of Dead Chil-
dren, instead? 

Or they could be discussing sending a letter to the 
minister of fi nance? I mean, he is the one minister 
Sheila Bappoo blamed last time a child died yet an-
other violent death. Pravind is stingy, Sheila said. So 
maybe the CDU offi cers could consider writing to the 
minister of fi nance to request that he spares a few 
millions – after all he is the champion of fi nding spare 
millions, isn’t he?- to fund the dead children depart-
ment? You know, inject some money in the CDU to 
do the basic things it’s actually supposed to do, like 
hiring more people, training them, asking a few of 
them to read what the Ombusdperson for Children’s 
reports say about the CDU every single year? 

And then maybe, they could discuss doing some-
thing about the criticisms?  Like devise a plan to be 
able to properly identify the children who are about 
to be beaten, raped or dead and maybe just try and 
save them for a change?

Is that really too much to ask?
Oh and I wonder what the minister who is sup-

posed to be responsible for the protection of chil-
dren, is up to, this very minute? It’s not her fault 
you will tell me. But do you know what? I am sick 
and tired of no one taking responsibility for anything 
anymore in this country. How many more children 
have to die before somebody is made an example of? 
How many more?

The deaths teach us nothing. I remember Shirin 
Cziffra saying after poor Joannick Martin had died 
in September last year that she hoped the little girl, 
who was raped and burnt alive, didn’t die in vain.

Well, she did.
The Ombudsperson’s recommendations after 

Joannick’s death were dismissed by the cabinet and 
the ministry for children. 

So for how much longer will children die because 
the authorities didn’t protect them from their abu-
sive parents? For how many more years, are we go-
ing to have mothers with nine kids, too poor and too 
drunk to do anything more than drink and procreate? 
Mothers who “forget” to look out for their toddlers 
so that they can go and drown themselves in a river? 

Well, for a long time if you ask me. The issue of 
children and of women is simply not a priority for 
government. A government that will spend Rs 21.5 
billion to build roads but that cannot make a prior-
ity of the fate of abused children. 

Will anyone step down, I wonder? Banish the 
thought! Why would anyone step down because a 
poor kid has died? Responsibility? Come again?

So the CDU will keep on passing the blame, as 
will the minister and cabinet “take note” that another 
child has died and we can go back to discussing the 
pros and cons of white and yellow number plates. 

Have a nice day.

This method of payment 
has remained unchanged, 
and in the absence of perfor-
mance indicators regarding the 
number of trips, or indeed as 
Benydin points out, “regard-
less of how many students 
actually travel on the bus,” is 
it any wonder that some bus 
operators choose to maximize 
profi t by only taking on board 
paying customers? 

Regulation, since cases 
of abuse were reported, has 
been lax at best. “According 
to statistics,” Goburdhun in-
sists, “we carry more students 
than we are getting paid for.” 
How are these fi gures calcu-
lated? “Although the students 
and pensioners are not given 
a ticket,” he replies, “their 
presence is recorded by the 
bus conductor.” The question 
that jumps to mind is voiced 
out by Benydin when he asks, 
“When there is no ticketing, 

no paper or electronic record 
that can be verifi ed, how do 
we know how many students 
and pensioners actually trav-
elled?” Once again, we are 
asked to take a leap of faith 
by bus companies and trust 
their numbers; numbers for 
which they are paid. This state 
of affairs has not escaped the 
attention of Port Louis, how-
ever, with the Government 
Programme 2010-2015 re-
leased in June 2010, devoting 
a whole two lines promising 
that although the scheme will 
remain, “the mechanism for 
disbursement will be reviewed 
to ensure effi ciency.”  

To be fair, it isn’t just bus 
companies that are to blame 
for abusing the scheme. Jeena-
rain airs some of the bus ope-
rators’ pet peeves, “Instead 
of going straight to school, as 
they are supposed to, many 
students abuse the system. 
They get on or off and regu-
larly change buses.”  During 
off-peak hours, when there 
are not many passengers, we 
don’t make much, but during 
peak hours, when we are sup-
posed to recuperate that “The 
students, many of them do not 
use dedicated school buses, 
and instead go in groups on 
ordinary bus lines, to private 
tuition and other places other 
than their schools. This over 
burdens the buses and other 
members of the public do not 
have seats available.” This, in 

Jeenarain’s estimation, “creates 
an artifi cial problem, since you 
cannot legally refuse a seat to a 
student, or to a pensioner and 
with some routes having more 
students than others, some 
operators are more prejudiced 
than others that way.” 

Although the policy is 
good, Benydin points out, “the 
management of the system 
needs to be revisited.” 

Here’s an idea that seemin-
gly solves both problems. Ins-
tead of paying bus companies 
under the scheme, reimburse 
parents/guardians of school 
children and pensioners, which 
can be accessed through the 
Ministry of education and 
social security respectively, 
directly according to an ave-
rage fl at rate based on travel 
estimates. That way, bus ope-
rators won’t be tempted to 
leave anybody behind at the 
bus stop, and make such pay-
ments “based on attendance” 
discouraging abuse and tru-
ancy by students. “It may en-
tail a little more administrative 
work,” Benydin reassures us, 
“but it can be done.” 

That, however, would entail 
fi rst dusting off the 2010 Audit 
report where this long ignored 
solution was proposed. It’s 
about time we paid more atten-
tion to the Auditor; the gentle-
man sometimes does come up 
with brilliant ideas. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

in the detail

The good life: there is no independent verifi cation of how many 
students bus operators actually carry. 



TAX EVASION, of course, 
cuts across both formal and infor-
mal sectors – and the Mauritius 
Revenue Authority is always on 
the look out for fraudsters. In 2008 
/ 2009, the Fiscal Investigations 
Department completed 
98 investigations with a 
tax yield of nearly Rs 
198 million compa-
red to Rs 145 mil-
lion in 123 cases 
in the preceding 
year, an indica-
tion, according to 
the MRA’s report 
that the quality of 
investigations has 
improved. And yes, the 
investigations include street 
vendors at the upper end of the 
income scale. Because, while there 
are many people within the infor-
mal sector who are struggling to 
make ends meet, others are dealing 
with millions. 

Across the world, the tendency 
is to associate the informal sector 
with tax evasion. Simply defined, tax 
evasion refers to the underreporting 
of taxable money income with the 
intention to evade taxes. Those within 
the informal sector are usually not re-
gulated by legal framework. They do 
not earn a fixed income and definitely 
do not have an employer issuing emo-
luments to them each year. There are 
about 2000 hawkers registered in Port 
Louis alone, according to the Street 
Vendors Association. Hyder Raman, 
president of the Street Vendors Asso-
ciation, insists that most of them are 
responsible citizens who declare their 
income and where applicable, pay 
their taxes. But do they?

The truth, says Hyder Raman, 
is that the large majority of hawkers 
do not pay taxes because their re-
venue is not high enough. A fact 
confi rmed by the director general 
of the Mauritius Revenue Autho-
rity, Sudhamo Lal, who says, ”Most 

people may have 
their wife, or a child. 

Even if we assume that the 
person does work for 30 days, given 
the income earned, with an exemp-
tion threshold of Rs 325,000 (one 
dependent), most people will not fall 
within the taxpaying range.”

No scientifi c studies
These hawkers make up 

the bulk of those you see in Port 
Louis – around 75% of them in fact. 
They move around with a few small 
items and make just enough reve-
nue to make ends meet. Who are the 
remaining 25%? “There are two ca-
tegories: the street vendors who buy 
their products from wholesalers or 
import their goods from China, and 
those who are more like SMEs as 
they make their products locally and 
make profi ts from exports,” says 
Hyder Raman. 

One of the challenges with 
regards to the informal sector in 
Mauritius is that there have been 
no scientifi c studies about how 
far it actually goes. According to 
business activity fi gures compiled 
by the Central Statistics Offi ce for 
2009/ 2010, there were 6,893 licen-
sed hawkers, street vendors and mo-

bile victuallers on record across all 
the districts of the island. The MRA 
says it is diffi cult to give an estimate 
of how many are really concerned 
with tax evasion, although it says it 
is a very small segment. Based on 
its own research, the organisation 
has come up with an estimate on 
tax evasion across all sectors: 3% of 
tax evasion is on VAT and 4% tax 
evasion is on income tax. The orga-
nisation has also developed a study 
on trade activities in the informal 
sector to establish the extent of the 
problem and fi nd solutions. 

Those closely watched by the 
MRA are sellers who can afford to 
import large amounts of goods and 
do not declare them. How does the 
MRA fi nd them? Through their 
travel activity. “There are regular 
travelers to China via Hong Kong, 
which suggests that they are going 
there to import goods,” says Sud-
hamo Lal. “We get their identity 
from the immigration authorities 
and check against our database 
to see if they have been declaring 
any import activity or profi ts,” 
he explains. Other categories of 
street sellers on which the MRA 
has kept a close watch are those in 
the business of food – a lucrative 
market when you consider how 
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In a time warp

By  Rodney PHILLIPS

Delicious Mauritius]

In Mauritius, eating out in the seventies and 
eighties was largely confi ned to cheap Chinese 
chow. There was no KFC or Pizza Hut where 
you could woo your Saturday night date. It 

was unthinkable that young people would spend 
meagre resources at an Indian restaurant as mum 
could cook that spicy stuff anyway. If you wanted 
to splurge there was the occasional French restau-
rant in Black River or steak house in Curepipe to 
turn to. But Chinese cuisine remained the staple 
– the good old classics were, and still are, crispy 
deep-fried squid,   poisson au gingembre, prawns 
in black bean sauce,, riz frit au poulet, even Pe-
king duck on that special occasion. Restaurants 
like Dragon Vert in Quatre Bornes and Domaine 
d’Anna in Medine continue to draw crowds at the 
weekend, despite rising prices. With no access, phy-
sical or fi nancial, to the fi ve star hotels on the coast 
where does one go for that celebratory night out?

For many of us, especially those whose tastes 
have evolved beyond the coral reef, what the stan-
dard Chinese restaurant in Mauritius dishes up 
no longer appeals. Chinese food here has been 
caught in a time warp light years away from what 
you would eat today in Singapore or Shanghai or 
San Francisco. 

Le Palais de Chine in Grand Baie is a case in 
point. In the old days eating there appeared spe-
cial. Is it them, or have I become more discerning, 
less willing to smother my meal in garlic sauce 
to make it edible? Is it because Grand Bay caters 
mainly to down-market tourists who cannot tell 
the difference between chicken chow mein and 
monosodium glutamate? Whatever the reason, Le 
Palais de Chine today is as enticing as soggy pet-
sai. Pity really, as the location overlooking the Bay 
is prime estate. The place is run by a matriarch 
around whom the entire operation revolves. When 
she travels the restaurant shuts. Perhaps she 
should travel permanently, and leave the space for 
a young chef who could bring a spark of oriental 
innovation and Zen creativity to the kitchen. Ad-
mittedly, a dish of prawns, some squid, and fried 
rice, with two beers, only came to Rs 1,100.

But for that same price you could enjoy an 
amazing array of dim sum as Sunday lunch at 
Grand Ocean City on the Caudan Waterfront. 
Dim sum is a small Cantonese delight, usually 
associated with tea tasting, that travelers enjoyed 
on their journey along the Silk Road. The Caudan 
Waterfront is a far cry from the Silk Road, yet here 
authentic steamed prawn dumplings, green chilli 
peppers stuffed with fi sh, seafood in crispy bean 
curd wrappers, and honeyed pork will light festive 
red lanterns on your palate. The hotter stuff gets 
you leaping about like a ceremonial dragon. The 
waiters wheel their fare with glee, stamping your 
bill tab with a fl ourish, or disappointed when your 
choice falls on a rival trolley. Remember to book. 
Chinese cuisine in Mauritius does not get better 
than this. There is an alternative. Fly to Shanghai. 

Hawkers are a 
common sight, 
although often 
controversial. 
Criticised and 
chased from pave-
ment to pavement, 
they are sometimes 
even tracked by the 
fi scal authorities 
due to undeclared 
revenue…

Hawkers and tax evasion

No place to hide

Declare your revenue… or else! Items sold by some 
street hawkers come from frequent travels to China, 
making them easily traceable by the MRA.
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much Mauritians enjoy eating out. 
These include dalpuri, briani sellers, 
kebab sellers and even those who 
sell the famous boulettes. Of course, 
one shouldn’t generalize. They are 
not all raking in millions. But a 
good seller may be declaring only 
a nominal income. And if they are 
hiding something, they will soon 
fi nd that they are the objects of an 
investigation. 

What happens in the case of 
tax evasion is the same process as 
money laundering. In order to hide 
the money, people may resort to 
conversion to assets, spreading mo-
ney in accounts on other people’s 
names and so on. “What do people 
do when they have a lot of money?” 
asks Sudhamo Lal. “They’ll buy a 
house, a car, a boat, stock market 
shares. They’ll put the money in 
bank accounts or they will travel. 
But either way, we will come to 
know about it,” he adds. 

Simplifi ed system 
for informal sector

Hyder Raman argues, never-
theless, that one should also take 
into consideration that tax evasion 
applies to many other self-em-
ployed people. “What about doc-
tors, lawyers, and teachers who give 
private tuition? The MRA may not 
necessarily be able to see what each 

and every one of them is doing,” he 
says. It is a fact in Mauritian reality 
today that the informal sector is a 
major source of employment for 
people. Hyder Raman believes 
that the time has come to regulate 
the informal sector. “Twenty-fi ve 
years ago for example, there were 
50 to 100 hawkers in Port Louis, 
and the fi gure kept growing. One 
of the reasons for this is that unem-
ployment has risen and many of 
these people cannot fi nd perma-
nent jobs. Street hawkers have 
eventually become an economic 
sector,” he says.  

The MRA has plans to better 
regulate the sector in terms of taxa-
tion, although as pointed out by 
Sudhamo Lal, Mauritius is slightly 
different from other countries in 

that it is mostly an import econo-
my and goods are duly recorded. 
The informal sector in Mauritius 
is therefore much smaller than in 
other African countries. “We will 
however be conducting a scienti-
fi c study on such matters with the 
help of the IMF,” says Sudhamo 
Lal. “We are also considering the 
development of a simplifi ed taxa-
tion and accounts system for those 
in the informal sector.”

But no matter how contro-
versial their position is, hawkers 
are part of the Mauritian folklore 
and are probably here to stay.” 
But here’s some food for thought 
if ever tax fraud seems like a 
tempting prospect: the MRA will 
be watching!

Melissa LOUIS
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The ‘C’ word

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Reality check]

The short-lived brouhaha over the Mahatma Gandhi Insti-
tute (MGI) archives and the response to it has highlighted 
the fact that a frank dialogue over the pernicious caste sys-
tem is overdue. 

A caste is a social grouping defi ned by its traditional here-
ditary occupation or productive role within pre-capitalist eco-
nomies. Commonly, they are defi ned, and named, after the 
occupations that their members were consigned to which de-
termined their status vis-à- vis other castes.  The logic behind it 
rests fi rmly upon economics. The old Indian economic system, 
organized around self-suffi cient villages saw caste as a way of 
ensuring a division of labour that fulfi lled all of its productive 
and consumption needs; in short, forcing a son to become a 
blacksmith like his father meant that the village would never 
run out of blacksmiths, and so on. ‘High’ and ‘low’ castes de-
pended upon the role they played in the economy; a cursory 
examination would show that ‘high’ castes were primarily land-
owning, cultivating castes, possessing land and capital and lea-
ding a way of life that did not entail much physical labour that 
would bring them in contact with ‘unclean’ materials, such as 
dirt, mud, refuse or blood. For the ‘low’ castes, on the other 
hand, it was the exact opposite. The way this hierarchy was 
enforced was based on restricting social intercourse between 
castes and pernicious restrictions for the ‘low’ castes such as 
not entering temples, not being allowed to draw water from 
the same wells, endogamous marriage patterns, deprivation 
of ownership rights and ritualistic expressions of subservience 
to members of higher castes. The result was a series of socially 
isolated but mutually interdependent castes. 

Even though Vedic scriptures such as the Manusmriti ser-
ved as religious justifi cation for such a system, not surprising 
since it was in India that caste achieved its most sophisticated 
form, it had in truth little to do with Hinduism. Castes or so-
mething akin to them have existed throughout South Asia and 
beyond; amongst Muslims in India and Pakistan, the Sinhalese 
in Sri Lanka, Tibet, the burakumin in Japan and the Cagots of 
pre-revolutionary France. This should be suffi cient to show that 
it was the underlying socio-economic relations, rather than its 
specifi c religious expression that was decisive. 

So why has caste continued to exist? There have been two 
trends that have grappled with this problem. During the 19th 
and 20th centuries, social reformers such as Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar, Sri Narayan Guru, Jyothiba Phule and Periyar E. V. 
Ramaswamy Naickar condemned caste and its continuing 
prevalence in an India which still has survivals of pre-capita-
list agrarian relations, the economic foundation of the caste 
system. On the other hand, British colonialism produced a re-
vivalist current, mostly led by the upper-castes. As writer Rajni 
Palme Dutt put it, “Against the overwhelming fl ood of British 
bourgeois culture and ideology, which they saw completely, 
conquering the Indian bourgeoisie and intelligentsia…all social 
and scientifi c development was condemned by the more ex-
treme devotees of this gospel as the conquerors’ culture: every 
form of antiquated tradition, even abuse, privilege and obscu-
rantism, was treated with respect and veneration.”  This quest 
to recreate a fantasy version of Indian (and Mauritian) history, 
which denies even the existence of caste by ignoring it, serves 
to ensure its perpetuation. Those making tall claims about the 
MGI fall quite fi rmly in the latter category. 

This quest becomes all the more quixotic in a country like 
Mauritius, where more than caste, it has been class and race 
that have determined the distribution of social goods. Without 
an economic role, caste has merely existed as a patronage sys-
tem, a vote bank. So the next time such a question should ap-
pear, the right answer should be: Who really cares?  

The MRA Files

What did the MRA’s investiga-
tions dredge up? Believe it or 
not, some importers managed 
to get away – for a while at 
least – with astounding fi gures. 
But no matter how hard you 
try, tax fraud is always traceable 
in the most unexpected ways.
Case 1: A frequent traveler to 
China, imported Rs 12 million 
worth of goods and never fi led 
a return of income.
Case 2: The MRA found an im-
porter who regularly brought 
goods from abroad but only 
declared interest income 
on the money he had in the 
bank – never his profi ts. 
Case3: Someone who had a job 
in the mainstream economy, 
but was running a side bu-
siness. He imported Rs 6 mil-
lion worth of goods, but only 
declared income from his sa-
lary – never from his business. 
Case 4: A kebab seller who did 
not declare his actual income. 
The MRA discovered his real 
production and estimated 
profi ts by tracking down his 
bread supplier. 
Case 5: A seller of roti chaud 
with undeclared revenue. The 
MRA went about fi nding how 
much fl our he had purchased 
to estimate his real sales. 

Certain dalpuri sellers are under close scrutiny for tax evasion.



11 MONTHS. This is how long 
it took nine migrant workers from 
Nepal to realise that Mauritius is not 
the place for them, due to their wor-
king and living conditions. 

Together with trade unionist 
Veena Dholah of the General Wor-
kers Federation (GWF) we ente-
red a big factory room. A group of 
twelve migrant workers from Nepal 
greeted us. They entered Mauritius 
a year ago, with the hope of provi-
ding for their families back home. 
Ramesh, who worked in the Saudi 
Arabian textile industry for 8 years, 
tells us how he enjoyed better wor-
king and living conditions there – a 
statement that was quite shocking to 
us. When inspecting the dormitory 
we understand why. 

The dormitory is found on the 
third fl oor of the factory building. It 
looks like an old production space, 
which now hosts 34 migrant wor-
kers from Nepal. There are bunk 
beds lined up along the walls, se-
parated by hanging blankets and 
sheets. In the middle of the room, 
there is a small television set, over-
looking the open kitchen space 
and toilet. No fridge and no table 
for preparation. The potatoes are 
spread around on the concrete 
fl oor, and there is no real storage 
space for food. There is no water 
connection in the kitchen and the 
one in the bathroom is not functio-
ning. This means they have to carry 
water from the ground fl oor to the 
third fl oor – totally unacceptable. 
The smell from the toilets is hor-
rible, as there is no running water 
and therefore no fl ush. Isn’t this a 
big threat to their well-being? As if 
this were not enough, they also alle-

gedly have to do work for the boss’ 
wife, who is constantly harassing 
them. The boss is never there. 

Ramesh has two children living 
in Nepal, a15-year-old daughter, 
Thara, and 12-year-old son, Ra-
jesh. He phones them once in a 
while, but it is extremely expensive. 
It cost him Rs 24,000 to leave his 
family, money he had to borrow. His 
contract is being kept downstairs by 
the company, and he does not have 
a copy of it, even though this is il-
legal. He is lucky to have his pass-

port, which is not normally the case. 
So, technically he is free to go back 
home to his family, but being paid 
Rs 16.57 an hour, he can not afford 
the Rs17,000 a fl ight ticket would 
cost. Ramesh has contacted Nepal’s 
high commissioner in Mauritius, 
but the latter apparently refused 
to help. He has also contacted the 
Nepali recruitment agent, Jyoti, re-
garding the conditions, without any 
luck. The agent has simply cut him 
off. What seems even more suspi-
cious is the fact that Ramesh was 

made to sign his contract in a hotel 
in New Delhi, a third-part country, 
caught in between his home and his 
destination. 
No meal allowance

On June 9th, eight of the workers 
wrote a letter to their boss, giving 
their employer  one month's notice. 
They had had enough! We are told 
that other workers are suffering the 
same fate. 65 workers from Mada-
gascar are, it would seem, experien-
cing equally bad conditions. So far, 

40 have left. There are currently 26 
workers from Bangladesh. The ini-
tial number remains unknown. 

Since September 2010, the 
workers have not received a meal 
allowance and the salary, which 
has decreased from Rs 5600 to 
5036 a month, does not cover 
much. “Even if we are paid Rs 
10,000 a month, we will not stay,” 
one of the workers tells us. All this 
has really shocked us; it reminds 
us of modern day slavery. 

Maria Louise ARNTZEN &
Jeppe Blumensaat RASMUSSEN
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Modern Day Slavery 

Shocking living conditions 
of migrant workers in Mauritius

A “kitchen” where everything is dumped on the fl oor.This is how the factory workers at Candytex, 
St Pierre are forced to live.

PRESS RELEASE ]
Embassy of the United States of America
Port Louis, Mauritius

Traffi cking in Persons (TIP) 
Report 2011 and TIP Speaker 
Program

PORT LOUIS, June 28, 2011: Mauritius 
remains in the Tier 1 in the Traffi cking in 
Persons Report 2011, released by Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton on Monday, 
June 27, 2011. The Mauritius country 
report highlights that: “The Government 
of Mauritius fully complies with the mi-
nimum standards for the elimination of 

traffi cking. Mauritius sustained its strong 
efforts to identify, investigate, and prose-
cute incidences of traffi cking during the 
reporting period. The Mauritius Police 
Force maintained its offerings of anti-
traffi cking training programs for police 
offi cers and continued its awareness 
campaign in schools and villages. The go-
vernment’s efforts to coordinate among 
all relevant ministries, however, remained 
lacking, leading to inconsistent provision 
of protective and investigative services to 
traffi cking victims.”

In her remarks at the launch of the re-
port, Secretary Clinton said: “Every year, 
we come together to release this report, 

to take stock of our progress, to make 
suggestions, and to refi ne our methods. 
Today, we are releasing a new report that 
ranks 184 countries, including our own. 
… Unfortunately, because of the ease of 
transportation and the global communi-
cations that can reach deep into villages 
with promises and pictures of what a bet-
ter life might be, we now see that more 
human beings are exploited than before. 
There are as many as 27 million men, 
women, and children…So we are issuing 
concrete recommendations and providing 
technical assistance. This week, U.S. di-
plomats around the world will be meeting 
with their host country governments to 

review action plans and provide recom-
mendations when needed.”

Tying in with the release of the TIP Re-
port 2011, the U.S. Embassy is hosting a TIP 
Speaker Program next week, with U.S. Attor-
ney Carissa Phelps. Before she was an attor-
ney, author, and advocate, Carissa Phelps fi rst 
became a survivor of kidnapping and torture 
in the form of child commercial sexual ex-
ploitation. Today Ms. Phelps mentors young 
survivors who have experienced sexual ex-
ploitation, while assisting agencies and indi-
viduals who wish to prevent and respond to 
child sex traffi cking. In Mauritius next week, 
Miss Phelps will be meeting with government 
offi cials and NGOs to discuss TIP issues. 

Shower and toilet, even more 
insalubrious.



SINCE the Mauritian gov-
ernment voted in favour of the 
UN Resolution on human rights, 
sexual orientation and gen-
der identity at the UN Human 
Rights Council, homophobic 
statements have been made in 
newspapers and on the web. 

Amnesty International Mau-
ritius Section wishes to praise 
the Mauritian government for 
its vote, which is a step forward 
for human rights. We are certain 
that in the future, the authorities 
will put in place new legislation, 
allowing homosexuals to benefi t 
fully from their fundamental 
rights. The message is clear for 
the international community: 
the rights of homosexuals are 
human rights. 

Political leaders, irrespective 

of the school of thought they 
follow, must guide the people in 
broadening the scope of funda-
mental freedom. It’s not about 
asking for the people’s opinion 
on issues as crucial as human 
rights, but about enlightening 
them through education and 
awareness programmes. 

The experience of AI re-
searchers in the fi eld is edifying. 
Persecutions against homosexu-
als have no limits:

Lesbians are raped for “cura-
tive purposes”, sometimes at the 
request of parents! More than 
ten lesbians are raped each week 
in Cape Town in South Africa. 

Hate crimes and attacks in 
public places, like the one that 
caused the death of David Kato, 
a gay Ugandan activist. 

Rape and torture while in 
detention. 

Executions carried out by 
the State.

Harrassment leading to suicide.
Our organisation exists to 

combat discrimination and can-
not remain insensitive in the face 
of multiple sufferings infl icted 
upon those who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender on the 
basis of their sexual orientation.  

As for those who take a sim-
plifi ed shortcut, we would like 
to remind them that fi ghting 
against discrimination infl icted 
upon a group of human beings 
does not amount to promoting 
homosexuality. 

LIndley COURONNE

Director Amnesty International 
Mauritius section

Room 
to breathe

Winter is here. You can tell, not so much by the 
mercurial drop but by the change in the me-
dical scenery. Suddenly everyone is coughing 
and sneezing, lacrimating and wheezing. 

Cold weather is a real threat for those with respiratory 
problems especially asthma. Asthma is a disease of the 
respiratory tract, an infl ammation of the airways cau-
sing wheezing, shortness of breath and cough. Asthma-
tic airways are more sensitive than usual and tend to get 
overly irritated by simple triggers such as dust, animal 
hair, pollen, tobacco smoke and cold air. This generates 
a cascade of infl ammation and the airways close up. If 
untreated, asthma attacks are fatal.

Asthma affects children more than it does adults but is 
not an exclusively paediatric disease. Many children with 
asthma will eventually grow out of it but for about a quar-
ter of them, the disease persists well into adulthood.

The treatment for asthma is an effective two-pronged 
attack. First, a so-called reliever, a puffer containing sal-
butamol (Ventolin), a potent airway dilator. During an 
asthma attack, inhaled salbutamol quickly travels down 
the airways and opens them up immediately. This rescue 
medication alleviates airway constriction promptly. So, 
asthma sufferers should carry a puffer with them at all 
times. Family members and school teachers should learn 
to administer them in case of an asthma attack.

The second component of asthma treatment is pre-
ventative. Whilst relievers target airway constriction, 
preventers aim at reducing the amount of infl ammation 
in the airways. They contain steroids, which are potent 
anti-infl ammatory agents and need to be taken daily to 
keep airway infl ammation down, hence minimising the 
risk of attacks.

The worst obstacle in asthma management is neither 
the cold grip of winter nor the infl ammatory burden of 
infections. It’s negligence. Almost every time I admit an 
asthmatic in the ER, I hear a wildly imaginative expla-
nation on how the puffers got lost, destroyed by natural 
disasters, eaten by the dog and so on. Patients don’t take 
medication when their symptoms are under control. 
Maybe it’s human nature, maybe it’s stupidity; either way, 
it’s the medical equivalent to Russian roulette.

An asthma attack is life-threatening.  A bothersome 
little wheeze can quickly snowball into to a complete 
shutdown of the respiratory system. Wheezing and noisy 
breathing are warning signs that the airways are starting 
to close up and airfl ow in and out of the lungs is getting in-
creasingly turbulent. Rescue puffers should be used imme-
diately and medical help sought.  Whatever you do, don’t 
ignore it, expecting it to go away miraculously. And forget 
dubious home remedies be it your grandmother’s cough 
medicine or the naturopath’s herbal inhalations. What you 
need is real medication, hard-hitting steroids and bron-
chodilators and you need them fast. Chastise me if you 
like for once again snubbing alternative medicine but this 
is a medical emergency, not exactly the time for lemon tea. 

Asthma can kill quickly and we lose far too many pre-
cious young lives to be complacent about it. It affects a 
large number of people and many of us tend to assume 
that if a disease is widespread, it must also be mundane. 
It’s not. This winter, as the air gets crisper and chest infec-
tions start to rear their ugly heads, play safe.
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By Dr Zina Valaydon

An apple a day ]

Letter to the Editor]

I  read with  the  same  great  
interest   another  of  your  articles  
that  appeared in  l’Express Weekly 
of  today  concerning  the  case of  
Rehana Ameer  and the  Fact  Fin-
ding  Committee. In passing, it  is a 
pity  that  your  article  is  not  avai-
lable  on  the  l’Express.mu  where  it  
is  much  more  convenient  for  rea-
ders  to  share  their views on  the 
blog. May be  that  would  be pos-
sible  in  the  near  future.  

I have mixed feeling  about  the 
views you  have  expressed in  your  
article.  On the one hand, I have 
seen your article somewhat of a de-
liberate provocation.  In  the  positive  
sense,  of  course: While  the  whole 
trend  in  the mainstream  media  
and  the  public  has  been in  fa-
vour  of   Mrs  Rehana  Ameer, you  
seem  to  have  dared to  play  the 
devil’s advocate  and shake  up 
our  mindset so  that  we  question  
our  conditioned stand.  This  is  
really a refreshing perspective  
to  journalism whereby   your rea-
ders  are  also  educated  not  to  be  
mere  followers of  the  mob bias.   

On  another  count,  however,  
I  would  pray  for  your  indulgence. 
I  did not  so  much appreciate  the  
summary  way  you  seemed  to  
portray  the predicaments  and  tri-
bulations behind  losing  one’s job. 
I am  sure  you  are not  conveying  
the  message  that  Might  is Right.  
You state that job does not belong to 
people. Right. However, when  
you  scan  the  wider Mauritian  so-
ciety, you  cannot  fail  to  grasp  the 
growing sense of  injustice and  un-

fairness people  at  the  lower  rungs  
of  the ladder  are  feeling  in  the 
way the  rich  and powerful  treat  
the  most  vulnerable.  From that  
angle, I believe  the  case  of Re-
hana  Ameer  is   highly symbolical 
and  deserves our  utmost  scru-
tiny.  It is not merely about a job or 
monetary compensation.  Beyond 
Rehana  Ameer, this  saga  has 
awoken (rightly  or  wrongly)  pu-
blic  awareness to  the growing 
tendency  of  tyrannical  tendencies 
from leaders  of our  institutions, 
based more often on  proximity  to  
power  politics than  anything  else. 
Besides,  it is  beyond  intellectual 
analysis  to  understand what  one  
goes through  when  losing  one’s 
25  years’  job  unjustly and wi-
thout  knowing the real reason. If 
you  have not lived that  experience, 
you   would  never  know how naked 
and  stripped off of  your  dignity  
you  feel overnight ,especially  when  
you  know  that  the  decision against  
you  was  successful solely  be-
cause of  your  weaker  and  more  
vulnerable  standing on the  scale 
of  power.  We are  here  in Mauri-
tius,  and believe  me,  it  is  easy  for  
a  dismissed top management  guy-
CEO  to  get  a second  job  over-
night  but  not  so  for  people at  
lower rungs.  In  fact,  people  at  the  
top are  almost never dismissed  but  
they  ‘resign’  with  fl ying  colours!! 
Just look around. Air Mauritius 
would give more than enough   il-
lustration for that matter…
post hedging!  

 I  have  been myself  a  victim  

of  an  iniquitous  system.  I  spent  
almost  27 years  at  Air  Mauritius,  
always endeavouring  to  practice 
and live up  to  the  values and  
ethics  that   the  company  adver-
tises. Ultimately,  my  head  was at  
stake as I  was not  willing  to  be  
part  of  any  rotten  culture.  Out  
of  nowhere , a list  of charges was 
drafted against  me  and  I  was sus-
pended in  August  last  year . The 
rest is history.  

 In  the  different  capacities  
I  had  served at  MK,  I  have  
known  this  company intima-
tely  through  thick and thin, 
close witness to  the  major sa-
gas and spin doctoring culture.  I  
was uncompromisingly devoted  
to  help MK  become a genui-
nely  model  organization  in  
terms of  good  governance. Fi-
nally, the system turned me into 
a hapless victim.  I am 49 years 
old  and today  I  am  sitting at  
home. My major shortcoming 
was my consistency to value 
company’s interests above per-
sonal concerns. 

No  job  suddenly  after  27  
years  means  you  wake  up  
every day and  you just  won-
der where to  go and  what  to  
do?  On the other  side, you  
see  the  same team that  has 
conspired  to  throw  you  out ha-
ving  a fi eld day.  This is double 
sided injustice that we all tolerate 
because it sounds legal and ac-
ceptable in the system!  

Raj  RAMLUGUN 

The rights of homosexuals 
are human rights

The system turned me into a hapless victim



IN 1982, when the 60-0 
MMM-PSM coalition came to 
power, it inherited a catastrophic 
economic situation. Unemploy-
ment was around 20 % . The then 
prime minister, Sir Aneerood 
Jugnauth, chose to tackle the pro-
blem with heavy public investment 
and after a snap election in 1983, 
went on a hunt for investment from 
Asian industrialists. Some six years 
later, the unemployment rate had 
dropped to around 3 %.

However, unemployment has 
now once more reared its ugly 
head. It went from 7.3 % to 7.8 % 
last year and might reach 8 %  by 
the end of this year. It would, in fact, 
have been higher had government 
not invested heavily in public infras-
tructure works since the beginning 
of the world recession.

In fact, according to the la-
test MCB publication, Focus, the 
growth rate of private investment 
is very low.

Commenting on this report, 
Eric Ng, economist and consultant 
at Pluriconseil says the near zero 
growth rate of private investment 
in Mauritius is something that has 
been confi rmed by the govern-
ment’s Central Statistics Offi ce. 
“Today, the Mauritian economy re-
lies heavily on public investment in 
infrastructural development – road, 
building and airport construction- 
and not very much on private 
investment. It is only private invest-
ment that can provide sustainable 
jobs. With public investment, jobs 
are temporary as they vanish as 
soon as the building or the airport 
is completed,” explains Eric Ng.

Has Mauritius lost its magic re-
cipe for sustainable job creation? In 
fact, there is no magic recipe. The 
answer to the creation of sustainable 
jobs lies in private investment.

Economists have long warned 
against “cheap money”, reduction 
of income tax, subsidies to investors 
in the form of deductions from 
taxable dividends of the amount  
invested, etc. An important ingre-
dient in this recipe is what is called 
cumulativeness. In other words, 
it means that the rate of interest 
continuously falls, that income tax 
must be continuously reduced, that 

incentives such as subsidies to fo-
reign investors must  continuously 
rise and investors must be conti-
nuously reassured on economic 
stability through strong signals from 
government. Mauritius is no longer 
in such a position. “With govern-
ment borrowing to fund its public 
investment, the cost of funds has 
gone up,” says Eric Ng.

Calculated risks
In fact, economists are now 

pointing to the high cost of business 
in Mauritius such as electricity, 
communications, water etc.

Not only can investors no lon-
ger lay hands on “cheap money 
and cheap business costs, but their 
confi dence in the local economy 
is low. No one knows if the pre-
sent labour laws which give great 
fl exibility to the labour market will 
be maintained, no one knows how 
far government will go concerning 
priice control , no one knows if the 
profi t margins of traders will be 
controlled, and no one is certain 
that government will not back pe-
dal on its 2006 economic reforms.

“The minister of Finance 
talks of his intention to revisit our 
economic policy. There is nothing 
conducive to private investment 
in such statements,” says Eric Ng 
who advocates setting up factories 
in other fi elds than textiles for uns-
killed workers.

But Afsar Ebrahim, chartered 
accountant and partner in BDO, 
has a different view. He has other 
explanations for the low rate of 

growth in private investment.
“We have to ascertain whether 

this is a temporary or a permanent 
decline. Currently, the global eco-
nomic environment lacks visibility 
and there is a high degree of uncer-
tainty. The future cash fl ow genera-
tion of new investments is fraught 
with uncertainty and this is why 
investment is limited,” he says.

According to him, the situation 
will soon be revised as investors 
realise that uncertainty will be the 
order of the day and at some point 
calculated risks will have to be ta-
ken. “Expected future returns will 
refl ect the level of business risks and 
the capital structure will accordin-
gly refl ect a cautious approach to 
fi nancial risks. The changes in the 
business environment mean that 
investment in traditional sectors 
may diminish and new sectors will 
emerge,” adds Ebrahim. He is of 
the opinion that traditional sectors 
will see more consolidation as bu-
sinesses rationalise their operations 
with a view to enhancing compe-
titiveness and deriving synergy to 
improve effi ciencies.

“We require a new economic 
model that fosters investments in 
sectors that will create jobs and also 
focus on taking advantage of our 
strategic location and proximity to 
Africa,” comments Afsar Ebrahim.

So what might be the economic 
future of the island? It may swing 
from despair to hope. It will all de-
pend on the vision and political will 
of government, in particular the 
minister of fi nance.

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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International 
scene] 
Nad SIVARAMEN

When nature and human-fueled confl icts collide, 
the result is catastrophic. This is what we are 
witnessing nowadays in the Horn of Africa. Dji-
bouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia and Uganda 

are experiencing their worst drought in 60 years. This ex-
treme condition has sparked a grave food crisis and more 
than 10 million people are currently affected. 

Researchers on the ground are adamant: there are clear 
signs the situation will continue to deteriorate and the num-
ber of people in dire need will keep on rising. It is also ex-
pected that food prices will further escalate, pushing many 
households over the edge, and provoking more food riots. 
In the Juba region of Somalia, one third of the children are 
“acutely malnourished”, according to the UN Food Program. 
There is a direct connection between the lack of food and in-
creased piracy attacks along the Somali coast. The root cause 
of the piracy problem is inland, but resources are mostly de-
ployed on the seas to fi ght the visible symptoms.

But piracy is not the number one option of course for 
those in quest of better living conditions. Since the fi rst effects 
of the present drought, an average of 10 000 Somali refugees 
per week are now fl eeing to other neighbouring countries, 
further destabilizing the fragile sub-region. This represents 
a 400 % increase in the fl ux of refugees because now climate 
refugees are adding  to the already alarming levels of political 
refugees that are walking through the porous borders.

Depicting such situations in Africa is nothing new. 
Drought, famine, food riots, and instability have become 
staple on the continent. The issue of refugees is, however, 
always approached in a piece-meal fashion, never in a holis-
tic manner. With climate change complicating other critical 
issues, there is an opportunity – and a need – to use human 
rights laws and treaties as an essential framework to fi nd 
solutions and craft transnational strategies. 

As the world is struggling to hold a collective conversation 
on the impact of climate change on the environment, there is 
still a longer way to go in determining how climate change af-
fects fundamental human rights. In tackling climate change, 
governments should realize that they have not only moral but 
also legal obligations to protect and promote basic human 
rights as enshrined in international laws.  

While we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Afri-
can Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), 
it is also important to refl ect on the best ways to reaffi rm 
the “indivisibility and interdependence” of all human rights: 
“The Charter has asserted Africa’s position on such matters 
as the non-derogability of ACHPR rights and their excep-
tional limitation on state responsibility for human rights en-
joyment in their territories, as well as recognizing the right 
to housing and food as implicitly protected by the African 
Charter, among others.”

It is well known that the most vulnerable will suffer the 
most from climate change. Therefore climate change must 
be addressed in a way that is fair, just and adherent to the 
principles of non-discrimination and equality. For too long 
now, the “false dichotomy” between environmental friendly 
measures and economic growth has clouded the internatio-
nal debate on climate change. Experts have demonstrated 
that the benefi ts of strong and early action outweigh the eco-
nomic costs of not doing anything. Today, with the crisis in the 
Horn of Africa, there is an urgency to fully integrate human 
rights when tackling climate change challenges. It is time to 
bring human beings back to the center of the discussion. 

Link between 
climate change 
and human rights
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Unemployment spectre looms 

No private 
investment growth

The MCB Focus, a report which describes the economic 
situation and makes forecasts, says that unemployment will 
go up to  8 % by the end of the year due to a low rate of growth 
in private investment. A look at the possible solutions.

Infrastructural work, at present providing employment for the workforce, 
will eventually come to an end.



WE are so proud of the te-
chies in our little Silicon Valleys 
(Bangalore, Hyderabad) that 
we mistakenly believe that the 
nerve-centre of US economy is 
now in India and the Americans 
can’t do anything until a guy sit-
ting somewhere in India presses 
a button. 

No doubt, thousands of 
young Indians (with fake names 
and fake accents) every day tell 
hundreds of thousands of Ame-
ricans how to make their credit 
card payments or how to use a 
toilet cleaner, but to assume that 
we run America is preposterous. 
The fact is that our economy is 
dependent on American compa-
nies which outsource their work 
to us (at the cost of poor Ameri-
cans). If the Americans stop hi-
ring our cheap labour, it’s India 
that will get hit, not the Ameri-
cans.  Every time an American 
leader talks against outsourcing, 
India’s BPO bosses begin to shi-
ver with fear.

But, this outsourcing bu-
siness is not one way. The Ame-
ricans might be using us for 
running their software labs, kit-
chens, clinics and grocery stores, 
but we have outsourced our fo-
reign policy to Washington. It’s 
no longer the purpose of Indian 
foreign policy to protect India’s 
interest; its objective is to protect 
and serve American interest. Our 
foreign policy mandarins no lon-
ger use their brains; they look at 
Washington for inspiration, gui-
dance and orders.

A very good example of this 
complete sell-out was seen last 
week, when India failed to send a 
representative to an international 
summit on terrorism in Tehran.  
Though Iranian President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad sent an in-
vitation to Indian vice-president, 
the government not only ruled 
out Hamid Ansari’s participation 
in the meeting but it also failed to 
name a replacement. (In recent 
years, Iran has invited Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh at least 
twice and he hasn’t responded 
at all). As a result, there was no 
Indian participation in an impor-
tant regional meeting on a crucial 
issue like terrorism. No points for 
guessing why the Indian govern-
ment, whose ministers see a ter-
ror threat everywhere, declined 
the Iranian invitation. Obviously, 
it was done under American 
pressure.  New Delhi doesn’t 

want to be seen having friendly 
relations with a country which is 
at loggerheads with US. It’s diffi -
cult to say if India chickened out 
after someone from Washington 
called someone in Delhi, but In-
dian leaders know very well what 
makes the Americans happy or 
what irritates them. So, to make 
their masters in Washington 
happy, India’s foreign ministry 
decided to annoy the Iranians.

India was not the only 
country under pressure to give 
the meeting a miss; the govern-
ments of Pakistan and Afgha-
nistan too were being pressured 
– both by US and Saudi Arabia 
– to decline the Iranian invite. 
But not only Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai and Pakistani Pre-
sident Asif Ali Zardari attended 
the summit, they also had a tri-
partite meeting with Iran, under-
lining the “necessity for further 
cooperation among the regional 
and the neighbouring countries”. 
They pledged to expand their 
“cooperation in political, security, 
economic and cultural areas, as 

well as fi ghting terrorism and fo-
reign interventions”.

In a brutally frank statement, 
Karzai emphasized Iran’s role in 
creating peace and stability in 
the region, saying, “The Afghan 
nation demand for withdrawal 
of foreign forces from their 
country. In this situation, Iran 
and Pakistan can have an impor-
tant role in establishing peace in 
Afghanistan.” And Zardari said 
that the relations between Iran 
and Pakistan are supported by 

a fi rm cultural and historical 
background. “These relations 
will have a far brighter future,” 
he said.

What does this mean for In-
dia? It means India has become 
a non-player in Afghanistan 
and it has pushed Iran towards 
Pakistan. In the past 10 years, 
India has spent millions of dol-
lars in Afghanistan with the ob-
jective of curtailing Pakistan’s 
infl uence in the country. Now, 
it’s very clear from Karzai’s sta-
tement that India has no role in 
Afghanistan at all. Why? Blind 
followers of US foreign policy, 
Indian ministers and diplomats 
have been speaking the Ameri-
can lingo on Afghanistan and 
playing silly side-kick to the 
American big brother.  Now, as 
Americans are planning to pull 
out of Afghanistan while striking 
a deal with Taliban, India stands 
lost and confused. All the regio-
nal countries – Iran, Pakistan, Ta-
jikistan – and the US are in the 
picture but India is out, looking 
like a non-state actor.

By aligning our foreign policy 
with American interest, India is 
now on the verge of losing old 
friends and making new enemies. 
Our friendship and cultural rela-
tions with Iran go back to cen-
turies, but we now have begun 
to believe western propaganda 
about Iran. Even ordinary In-
dians tend to believe that Iran is 
some kind of medieval black hole 
run by a clutch of evil minds. I 
was in Tehran in June 2008, when 
the country was preparing to 
vote for its presidential election, 
and I saw how democracy works 
in that country.  There were TV 
debates between the four presi-
dential candidates; young boys 
and girls campaigned on the 
streets late at night; different 
groups organized political rallies 
every day; and the polling was 
as free and fair as possible. But, 
following some disturbances in 
Tehran, the western media went 
to paint the entire Iranian system 
as illegitimate even as western 
governments continued to sup-
port corrupt, medieval and illegal 
governments in the Arab world – 
from Morocco to Egypt to Saudi 
Arabia to Bahrain.     

The fact is that Iran has 
been the only functioning de-
mocracy in the entire Middle 
Eastern region. And it’s the only 
country which refuses to hand 
over its resources (oil and gas) 
to greedy American companies. 
That explains American hatred 
towards Iran. That explains the 
US plans to destroy Iran’s oil in-
dustry. Under US pressure, In-
dia hasn’t paid Iran any money 
in six months for the oil bought 
from that country. India owns 
$5 billion to Iran. The oil is co-
ming every day but India is not 
showing any interest in paying 
Iran. This despite the fact that 
there is no UN sanctions against 
Iran’s oil industry. China and Eu-
ropean countries are buying oil 
from Iran but India is proving its 
loyalty to America by inventing 
new excuses every day.

This government wants to 
make India a client state of Uni-
ted States. The way it’s func-
tioning, its dream of being an 
American lackey may succeed 
one day, but it will come at a ve-
ry heavy cost of losing real and 
trusted friends in our immediate 
neighbourhood.

©Times of India 
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“Iran has 
been the only 
functioning 
democracy 
in the entire 

Middle Eastern 
region.”

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C E N E ] 

Has India outsourced 
its foreign policy to US?

Best friends? India has abandoned its traditionally non-aligned role in favor of subservience to U.S 
diktats, which analysts say, run counter to its own interests. 
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When will government 
accept that sexual 

orientation is a 
fundamental human 
right? One might be 
tempted to say “kan 

kanar fer kankan” (when 
the duck quacks), 

i.e never. Confused? 
After all ducks have a 
tendency to quack all 
the time. Well this is 
a wonderful example 
of the complexity of 

the kreol language- it 
doesn’t always make 
sense and there isn’t 

always a rational 
explanation!

Kan kanar fer 
kankan = never

OUR compatriot, Sudhir Ha-
zareesingh received a prestigious 
prize called the “Prix du Livre 
d’Histoire,” from the Senate in 
France for his latest history book, 
“Le Mythe Gaullien.” The book 
focuses on General Charles de 
Gaulle – a man who played a cru-
cial part in shaping contemporary 
France. The award ceremony was 
held at the Palais de Luxembourg 
early this month, and Sudhir Ha-
zareesingh received his prize from 
the hands of Jean-Noel Jeanneney, 
former minister and history profes-
sor at “Sciences-Po” the institute of 
political science studies in Paris. 

Those interested in French his-
tory will know of this particularly 
turbulent period in world history, 
and Charles de Gaulle’s diffi cult 
leadership of France. You will have 
heard of his famous radio address 
on 18th June 1940, via the BBC in 
England, when he called on the 
French people to resist the occu-
pation of France. Equally crucial 
events include the 1958 revolt 
in French-held Algeria, combi-
ned with serious instability within 
France, which eventually destroyed 
the Fourth Republic. Subsequently, 
the French people approved a new 
constitution and voted de Gaulle 
president of the Fifth Republic. 
And not to be forgotten either are 
the violent demonstrations by uni-
versity students in May 1968, which 

shook de Gaulle’s government. A 
general strike followed, paralysing 
France and jeopardising the Fifth 
Republic. Charles de Gaulle was 
eventually forced to resign in 1969 
and died in 1970, but was never for-
gotten by his country.

How the famous statesman 
dealt with these tumultuous events 
forms the basis of the book and the 
reason why he is now a legend in 
France. The story of an extraor-
dinary life masterly analysed by 
Sudhir Hazareesingh, for whom 
the history of France holds few se-
crets. The Mauritian author specia-
lises in the country’s contemporary 
political history. Having graduated 
from the University of Oxford, 
he is a Fellow and Tutor in Poli-
tical Science, and a Fellow of the 
British Academy. He also teaches 
at “Sciences-Po”, and at Oxford, 
and has published other books on 
Napoleon Bonaparte, republican 
tradition and communism. He is 
currently working on the English 
version of “Le Mythe Gaullien”, 
which will be published in 2012. 

The “Prix du Livre d’Histoire 
du Sénat Français” has existed 
since 2003 and aims at rewarding 
the three best history books pu-
blished during the past year. The 
competition started out with over 
300 books, which were fi nally nar-
rowed down to three. 

Melissa LOUIS

A tribute to history

Sudhir Hazareesingh as he is presented with his prestigious award by former minister Jean-Noel Jeanneny.
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