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Editorial ]

We are not insensitive to Rehana Ameer’s plight. Losing 
one’s job has to be one of the most traumatic expe-
riences one can go through. It could happen to anyone 
and it could happen in a variety of ways. You could be 

given notice and, therefore, time to fi nd alternative employment 
or you could simply walk into your offi ce and fi nd out that you are 
unable to log onto your computer. More than the loss of income, it is 
perhaps seeing your self-esteem crash through a trapdoor which is 
more devastating. 

From the emotional point of view, we fi nd it easy to sympathize 
with Rehana Ameer, a girl who has become almost like a member of 
our family. She happily reveals to us who she would like us to believe 
she is. She tells us about her favourite dishes, the man without whom 
she cannot live, the faratas she likes to cook, a coy wink to the one she 
calls “the man of my life,” who, we learn, likes to eat them. We equally 
learn about her pets etc. etc. etc. And, before we know it, Rehana is a 
heroine, fi ghting for laudable causes. As a result, Dan Callikan turns 
into public enemy number one. In this respect, it is easy to allow our 
emotions to run away with us. The man is a harsh disciplinarian, he 
is close to power, heading an institution many love to hate and is im-
pervious to criticism. He is, therefore, guilty as charged. 

However, if we put our emotions aside for a little while and exa-
mine this whole saga rationally, we are left with quite a few unanswe-
red questions, the fi rst one being: Exactly what cause is Rehana 
Ameer fi ghting for? She was dismissed from her job and seems to be 
genuinely convinced that her dismissal is unjustifi ed. We do not know 
the truth. We are not a court of law. However, the most logical thing 
one would expect someone who has been unjustly dismissed to do 
is to seek redress in the only forum available, the industrial court. If 
the MBC is found guilty, Rehana Ameer, I am given to understand, 
could walk away with a few million rupees cash and the MBC could 
be put to shame! That would be fi ghting for justice! 

The second question is: Without giving up on any of her rights, 
why doesn’t Mrs. Ameer look for another job? There is an acute shor-
tage of talent in marketing and working is more dignifying than the 
handouts she claims to be living off.

The answer is that Mrs. Ameer wants only one thing, for which 
she is prepared to die: her job back! I am sorry but there is no country 
in the world where jobs belong to people. When your employer does 
not want you any more, you no longer have a job. If the dismissal is 
unjustifi ed, it will cost him enough to perhaps make him regret his 
decision. The other side of the coin is: when you no longer want to 
work for an employer, you walk out. You don’t have to spend the rest 
of your life sticking it out in a job you hate. When the relationship 
between the employee and the employer is damaged, it is not in 
anyone’s interest to work together. Emotions should not get in the 
way of rationality. Without checks and balances, no system can func-
tion. The Fact Finding Committee set up this week in this connection 
will not change that. 

weekly@lexpress.mu

A war of perceptions 

“You cannot compete if 
you remain a small 
discrete economy”

by Touria PRAYAG
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Omari ISSA,
Chief Executive Offi cer,The Investment 

Climate Facility for Africa (ICF)

The Preliminary Enquiry Bill

Greasing the 
wheels of justice

> pp. 38 - 39



AFTER weeks of debate, 
threats and negotiation, the 
students of the Lycée Polytech-
nique are fi nally back in their 
classes. The minister of educa-
tion met with the student re-
presentatives last Saturday and 
gave them the assurance that 
their issues would be taken into 
consideration. He also promised 
that a French expert would be 
in Mauritius soon to review the 
existing facilities of the school 
and the curriculum. And hey 
presto, everyone was happy. 

The saga has dragged on 
for so long that one needs to 

think hard to remember what 
the problem was in the fi rst 
place. Initially, the students 
protested against having the 
logo of the Mauritius Insti-
tute for Training and Deve-
lopment on their certifi cates 
questioning its value, while 
the ministry and the MITD 
were trying to allay their fears. 
While it is a positive sign that 
things are seemingly in order 
again, it does seem that threats 
of strikes and hunger strikes 
have become a far too popu-
lar and easy way to get what 
you want – irrespective of the 

cause you are defending. The 
surprising twist in the saga was 
that while the students of Flacq 
were protesting, the students 
of Port Louis were vocally de-
fending their institution. After 
all, the MITD (ex-IVTB) has 
been around for many years, 
ensuring the dissemination of 
technical and vocational edu-
cation. If the MITD is 
good enough to manage 
the other technical and 
vocational schools, why 
isn’t it good enough to ma-
nage the Lycée Polytechnique 
Guy Forget? 

DJ Mark 
Pickup
Ministry of Sound, 
the world’s most 
renowned nightclub 
is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary. As part of 
its 2011 world tour, it 
is holding an event at Metropolis 
Bar, Ebène on Saturday 25th June, 
as from 9pm, with guest DJ Mark 
Pickup, who has spent 15 years in 
the world of music. The show will 
also include DJs Patrice d’Avrin-
court and David Jay. Tickets cost Rs 
350 and Rs 500. Call 759 6689 and 

422 9000 for reservations. 

Conference 
A conference or-
ganised with the 

collaboration 
of the Heen 
Fon Society 

will take place on 
Saturday 25th June at 12.30 at 
Heen Foh Hall, Rue Joseph Rivière 
in Port Louis. The theme will be, 
“La communauté Sino-Mauri-
cienne: hier, aujourd’hui et demain” 
(The Sino-Mauritian community: 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. The 
speakers are Clairette Ah Heng, Ah 
Kune Poo Kim and Philip Li Ching 
Hum. The event is open to the pu-
blic. 

Salon de la Santé
Visit the Salon de la Santé, du sport 
et du bien-etre on Saturday 25th 
and Sunday 26th June, at Swami 
Vivekananda Centre in Pailles, from 
9.30am to 7pm. Organised by the 
Heart Foundation and Editiel, the 
event brings together a large num-
ber of professionals from the areas 
of health and fi tness. This year, the 
fair will also include a Salon de 
l’Enfance, which focuses on health, 

knowledge and leisure for 
children. Entrance 
to the fair costs Rs 
25 for adults, and 
is free for children 

under the age of 12. 
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Week at a glance ] Thought 
for the Day]
“We have just enough reli-
gion to make us hate but not 
enough to make us love one 
another.”- 
Jonathan 
Swift.

Events ]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stéphane BENOIT

THE Mauritius central 
bank reported that total direct 
foreign investment in Mauri-
tius dropped by nearly 70% in 
the fi rst three months of 2011. 
This comes as an unpleasant 
surprise for the government, 
which has launched a charm 
offensive to woo international 
capital.  Some of the losses 
can be attributed to the crisis 
within the euro-zone that has 
economies there scrambling for 
some stability. That, however, is 
nothing new to be causing this 
drastic drop. 

What has changed is that 
India is busy trying to institute 
a Direct Taxes Code (DTC) 
to supplant the Double Taxa-
tion Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA) it has with Mauritius. 
The DTAA is being used, ac-
cording to the Indian govern-
ment, by Indian companies 
investing in India, to avoid 
capital gains taxes by presen-
ting themselves as Mauritian 
companies and routing their 
investments through the lat-
ter. Rumors that India will be 
slapping capital gains taxes 
on such Investments from 
Mauritius has dampened the 
enthusiasm to invest in India. 
Hence, the slowed down fi nan-
cial traffi c through Mauritius, 
which accounts for 40% of FDI 
in India. 

The signifi cance of Mau-
ritius as a routing destination 
is clearly declining as Mauri-
tius is fast being replaced by 
countries such as Singapore, 
France and the United States 
as routes through which to in-
vest into India. 

The question that begs to 
be answered is this: What is 
counted as ‘FDI’ here in Mau-
ritius? 

Foreign Direct 
Investment in 
Mauritius

The fall in investment in India has 
been followed by a similar drastic 
drop in FDI in Mauritius.

Technical education
The end of a saga

Laws in Mauritius seem to be 
infi nitely fl exible. This week, se-
condary school pupils were sent 
back home – left on the roads – 
because they were ten minutes 
late, documents of national in-
terest were being kept secret 
because they contained some ‘hi-
ghly sensitive’ information and 
we also learnt that the number of 
people who lost their lives on the 
roads has been rather constant 
since 2000. 

Concerning pupils, on 
Monday Lalita Balgobin, rec-
tor of Eden College in Rose 
Hill, sent some 50 young girls, 
aged between 11 and 16 years 
old, back home because they 
were late for school. In her sta-
tement to the press, she decla-
red that only 20 girls were sent 
back home because they were 
outside the school compound at 
nine o’clock.  The parents were 
informed, according to her, but 
the kids give a different version. 
They claimed that they had 
reached school at 8 h10. Which 
ever version we believe, should 
kids have been left on the streets, 
where they could have been ex-
posed to all sorts of mischief? 

Another issue which marked 
this week was the battle between 
the HinduCommon Front 
(HCF) and the Truth and Jus-
tice Commission (TJC). The 
HCF had requested access to the 
archives on the arrival of Indian 
indentured labourers in Mauri-
tius. These archives are kept at 
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute 
(MGI) in Réduit. Somduth Dul-
thumun, president of the Mauri-
tius Sanathan Dharma Temples 

Federation, said that access to 
those archives should be denied 
because they contained “highly 
sensitive” information about the 
private lives of those indentured 
labourers and they should be 
kept private and confi dential.

The main reason behind 
this is apparently the fact that 
those archives contain informa-
tion about castes that was being 
kept secret because it might 
have caused prejudice to the 
immigrants’ descendants. Was 

there a fear that many people 
in the country might “perdi zot 
bann”? Anyway, the Truth and 
Justice Commission was suc-
cessful and they now have access 
to the MGI archives in order to 
complete their report and legal 
procedures can be undertaken 
against anyone who tries to stop 
them in their mission.

On the subject of road ac-
cidents, although the incidence 
has decreased from 19 178 
in 2003 to 7 049 in 2010, the 
number of people killed during 
the same period was more or less 
the same. The prime minister 
stated that he had noticed a few 
loopholes in the Road Traffi c Act 
and this is why the whole act 
will be reviewed. 

Still, one wonders if the 
review of existing and the ap-
plication of more severe laws 
will change anything, as people 
spend their time fi nding excuses 
and changing them at will. 

Zubair HANSYE

Lateness at school: a new controversy concerning secondary pupils.

“Highly 
sensitive 

information 
about the 

private lives 
of indentured 

labourers.”

Laws or modelling clay? 
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Celebrations and rewards for seven Mauritian boxers, who performed 
exceptionally well at regional and international levels… They received cash 
prizes totalling Rs 635,500 from the prime minister Navin Ramgoolam this week. 
The seven athletes are: Bruno Julie, Fabrice Bauluck, Facson Perrine, James 
Agathe, Kennedy St Pierre, Ludovic Bactora et Richarno Colin, who stood out 
at the WAKO Kickboxing World Cup in May and the African Senior Boxing 
Championship in June this year. Judex Bazile, national boxing coach and the 
two national coaches in kickboxing, Judex Jeannot and Rishi Kumar Bhikoo also 
received a cash prize from the state.  
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“I invite the Hon. Mi-
nister to come around any 
schools in Mauritius. The 

hawkers are not only around 
the schools. They are almost 

in the schoolyard.”
Lysie Ribot to the Minis-

ter of Health and Quality of 
Life about hawkers selling 
food and beverages in the 

vicinity of schools.

“Mr. Speaker, Sir, I don’t 
have any reason to doubt 

what the Health Inspectorate 
of my Ministry is saying.”  

Maya Hanoomanjee on the 
fact that there are no haw-
kers selling unhygienic food 

in the vicinity of schools. 

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

SINCE the 4th of Decem-
ber 2000, the United Nations 
General Assembly has reco-
gnized 20th June as World 
Refugee Day, to coincide with 
the erstwhile African Refugee 
Day. The aim is to highlight the 
plight of the more than 40 mil-
lion people uprooted worldwide 
by confl ict, militarism, political 
turmoil and persecution. The 
offi ce of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) each year ce-
lebrates the day under a theme. 
This year it was “one”, which 
means that each citizen does 
one thing, either learn, help out 
or spread the message about the 
plight facing refugee communi-
ties globally. 

This week, brings into focus 
the plight of internal refugees 
within Mauritius. Specifi cal-
ly, the people of the Chagos; 
uprooted from their homes by 
a sprawling U.S military base 
only to become refugees in their 
own country, Mauritius. Bligh-
ted by penury and poverty, they 
are hoodwinked, and denied 
their right of return by succes-
sive British governments under 
various guises from cold-war 
militarism right down to the 
unilaterally declared ‘Marine 
Protected Area’. 

As this week draws to a 
close, let’s do at least one of 
the above for the people of 
the Chagos. 

Dignity 
and Justice

Photo of the week]
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If you love your 
country, leave it

Although the prime minister was undoub-
tedly twisting our collective arm when 
he stated that he wants to make Mauri-
tius in Singapore’s image, we do seem to 

share one characteristic with this hallowed city-
state: a very high population density. Indeed, both 
islands occupy top ten spots in the world hit pa-
rade of countries with the most people per square 
kilometre. Yet, whilst Singapore is proof that it’s 
not the size but what you do with it that matters, 
Mauritius would do well to follow a crash course 
on the work of Robert Malthus. In the meantime, 
here’s a brutally simplistic synopsis: there’s too 
many of us and too few resources.  

Taken from this perspective, a lot of our current 
troubles make more sense. Our traffi c problems 
aren’t just the fruit of outdated infrastructure and 
inept leadership, but of too many road users too. The 
same goes for our excruciating water problems. The 
double issue of energy and food security would seem 
far less impregnable if there were a couple hundred 
thousand less of us. We’d probably be less stressed 
too at not having to jostle with our countrymen and 
women for every little thing. Worryingly, even space 
and silence are becoming unattainable luxuries. In 
fact, you could probably take any of the major chal-
lenges facing the country and establish some sort of 
causal link with overpopulation. 

And the annals of history are bursting with 
episodes where, scapegoatism willing, a surplus 
of people has led to heinous confl icts. Hence, the 
most patriotic thing to do right now is to simply 
leave Mauritius and free up some precious re-
sources for our embattled brethren. And if, on 
top of being a national hero, you’re looking for 
a remedy to the ceaseless overexposure to other 
human beings, head to Greenland, Mongolia or 
Namibia, for they can offer just the sort of soul 
balm you need. Given that these places actually 
need more people, a mass exodus could constitute 
a useful form of population redistribution. 

Admittedly, this tack may seem a bit drastic, but 
it’s a far more viable option than simply waiting for 
our infrastructure to magically upgrade itself or for 
our leaders to have life-changing epiphanies. It’d 
also be hugely benefi cial for our ecosystems. Over-
population and the attendant scramble for resources 
exert a massive amount of pressure on these natu-
ral systems. So rather than simply minimizing your 
ecological footprint, by fl ying this crowded coop, 
you’ll be able to get rid of it altogether. Of course, 
you’ll only be transferring your impact from this 
country to another one, but we’ll let the polar bears 
worry about that particular technicality. 

In all seriousness though, we too often sublimate 
the fact that Mauritius is a very crowded place. 
It’s not that we’re in denial per se, but rather that 
we’ve implicitly agreed not to speak openly about 
an overarching issue that has a huge bearing on our 
lives. This is strange. Surely, if we at least recogni-
zed our predicament, we could start taking steps to 
minimize the resultant friction. But that presumes 
a certain degree of vision and discipline. Perhaps 
Singapore could help us. Oh wait…        

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

 Biodiversity

Trying to see  
wood for the  
Cabinet recently announced that it plans to take steps to 
protect trees on private lands from being felled. Although 
this announcement is undoubtedly welcome, there’s a lot 
more to forest conservation than not chopping down trees. 

“WHO can describe the fee-
ling one gets when entering these 
forests as old as the world?” This 
rhetorical question by the French 
author Chateaubriand is even 
more relevant now than it was 
when he penned it, especially given 
that “forests as old as the world” 
are getting rarer by the year. This 
makes Cabinet’s recent decision to 
amend the Forest and Reserves Act 
“to control the felling of trees on 
privately-owned lands and priva-
tely-owned forest lands in view of 
the considerable decrease over the 
years of forest lands” all the more 
felicitous. After all, what better way 
is there to mark the International 
Year of Forests than by giving our 
trees a leg or, more aptly, a root up? 
The real question though is: will 
the proposal achieve this? 

Ostensibly, the reason given by 
Cabinet for its decision to update 
this piece of legislation is stem the 
steady decline of forest cover on 
private lands in Mauritius. Indeed, 
forest cover on private lands has 
decreased by a whopping 10 000 
hectares since the late 1980s when 
it occupied 35 000 hectares. “This 
measure would also enable the 
control of the ecosystem in terms 
of carbon emissions, soil erosion, 
loss of biodiversity and loss of 

water catchment area,” adds the 
awkwardly worded paragraph. 

Those less inclined to take 
things at face value will however be 
tempted to attribute the decision to 
other, more mundane events, such 
as the prime minister’s sortie against 
tree felling late last year, recent 
press articles detailing deforestation 
around the Mare-aux-Vacoas, the 
country’s main reservoir and the 
public uproar caused by the mas-
sacre by a property developer of 
over 20 centenarian fl ame trees in 
Mon Choisy. Still, surely the deci-
sion to better protect trees found 
on privately-owned land is a sound 
one, irrespective of its motivation?  

Well, that depends on your 
viewpoint really. If, for instance, 
you’re of the opinion that this 
policy is simply another attempt 
at fi refi ghting then it’ll probably 
be harder to convince you that it 
was designed with the best inte-
rests of our ecosystem at heart. 
There are more than a few his-
torical precedents to comfort 
the cynics in their position. As 
Vincent Florens, senior lectu-
rer in Ecology at the University 
of Mauritius, remarks, most of 
the forest laws passed since the 
18th century were done so in the 
wake of droughts. “People were 

already getting worried back 
then,” he says.  

Clash with other laws
But as the following paragraph 

from the Interim Policy Report 
on Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas (ESAs) by NWFS Consul-
tancy shows, there’s a lot more to 
saving our forest cover than sim-
ply controlling the felling of trees. 
“Forests with native content are 
largely located in the uplands, on 
private and State lands. In many 
cases these forests are already in 
protected areas, including nature 
reserves, river reserves and natio-
nal parks. Reportedly, some of the 
better forest areas are located on 
private lands. Principal threats in-
clude: invasive species due to lack 
of active management by Forest 
Service or private owners; defo-
restation due to government’s lack 
of monitoring and enforcement on 
State lands or as a result of leasing 
State land for deer ranching, and 
agricultural, tourism and industrial 
development and lack of effective 
protections for forest lands in the 
development and EIA process.” 

Given that the authorities 
already have diffi culty enforcing 
the Forest and Reserves Act in its 
current form, namely with regard 
to trees found in or near, mountain 
ranges, nature reserves and rivers, 
one struggles to see how they would 
go about protecting forests found 
on privately-owned lands. Florens 
uses the example of bats, which are 
also protected by law. “Three thou-
sand bats are killed every year, but 
not a single fi ne has been handed 
out. We’re treating the symptoms 
not the disease,” he observes.  

Irrespective of its logistical im-
plications, there’s also the risk that 
the proposed amendment could 
clash with other laws. As the lec-
turer in Ecology explains, forest 
legislation is scattered across a 
whole raft of laws. On top of the 
Forest and Reserves Act, there’s the 
Wildlife and National Parks Act, 
the National Parks and Reserves 

Last tree standing: government wants to halt the felling of trees on 
private lands.



 the 
 trees
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Regulations, the Environment Pro-
tection Act and, even, according to 
the Food and Agricultural Orga-
nization (FAO), the Fisheries Act.      

This makes it extremely dif-
fi cult to enforce the pertinent 
legislation in a coherent way. A 
possible solution, and one that 
was proposed by the report on 
ESAs, would be to create a single 
piece of forest legislation. And, 
although this option could prove 
time consuming, the same handi-
cap applies to amending existing 
laws. “The primary disadvantage 
is that amendments require adop-
tion by Parliament. As is seen from 
the amendments to the Natio-
nal Parks and Conservation Act, 
which have not yet been adopted 
by Parliament, it may take many 
years before such amendments are 
passed,” noted the interim report in 
December 2008. 

Soil and water 
conservation

It went on to propose an ESA 
law, including National Parks and 
Wildlife Act and nature reserves 
under the Forests and Reserves 
Act. “We need a more homogenous 
law,” affi rms Vincent Florens who 
also worked on the report. But let’s 
forget about the issue of forest le-
gislation for a moment. One salient 
yet rarely evoked paradox is the fact 
that the stewardship of our forests 
rests with, as its name indicates, a 
ministry entrusted with protecting 
and promoting the interests of in-
dustrial agriculture. “Conservation 
is in direct competition with agricul-
ture”, warns Florens. 

Because these two responsibi-
lities – conservation and exploita-
tion - are often at loggerheads, the 
question of whether this particular 
ministry is best placed to recognize 
the true value of our forests arises. 
And as the National Forestry Po-
licy rightly states, “the forests of 
Mauritius are small in area but 
perform vital functions, the most 
important of them being soil and 
water conservation. Where water is 
scarce, all major activities, be they 
agriculture, tourism or manufac-
turing, are seriously affected. The 
environmental functions of forests 
in small islands like Mauritius far 
outweigh their direct economic func-

tions.” It would thus perhaps make 
sense to transfer the stewardship of 
these areas to a ministry whose core 
mandate is precisely the protection of 
the environment. 

Over and above the need to 
conserve existing forests, the on-
going drought is also a reminder 
that exotic species are, more often 
than not, far more thirsty than their 
indigenous counterparts. This raises 
the issue of the quality of forests, an 
issue that has long been recognized 
by countries such as South Africa. 
As early as 1995, the Department 
of Water Affairs launched its Wor-
king for Water Programme thanks 
to which it has cleared a million 
hectares of invasive plants, thereby 
“providing jobs and training to ap-
proximately 20 000 people from 
among the most marginalized sec-
tors of society per annum. Invasive 
alien plants (IAPs) pose a direct 
threat not only to South Africa’s 
biological diversity, but also to water 
security, the ecological functioning 
of natural systems and the produc-
tive use of land. They intensify the 
impact of fi res and fl oods and in-
crease soil erosion. IAPs can divert 
enormous amounts of water from 
more productive uses,” says the pro-
gramme’s website. 

As this goes to show, there’s a lot 
more to the active management of 
forest lands than simply controlling 
the felling of trees. One of the stated 
objectives of the National Forestry 
Policy was the “planting native or 
exotic non-invasive timber or non-
timber trees of commercial and 
environmental value”, as well the 
conversion to forest of up to 7 000 
hectares of abandoned sugar-cane 
land. These are excellent propo-
sals that deserve to be supported. 
As Vincent Florens notes, govern-
ment’s intention to better protect 
forests on privately-owned land 
is “a step in the right direction.” 
Were it to be enforced effectively, 
it would help arrest the loss of tree 
cover on private lands. That’s not 
enough though. What the country 
truly needs however is “a long-term 
vision” for our forests. 

Doing so would entail taking 
an axe to the perception that trees 
are simply decorative objects, ra
ther than organisms that are vital to 
our wellbeing.   

  Nicholas RAINER

Thirsty: exotic species, like 
these pines, absorb far more 
water than their indigenous 
counterparts. 

I refer to your article “What to make of 
the lawyers ‘law “in L’Express Weekly of 
17th June 2011. You wrote , amongst other 
things,   that  the bill will allow Mauritian 
nationals who have  been called to the 
bar “in any of the 54  Commonwealth 
countries , as well as the United states , 
to practice law here , without further exa-
mination”

I wish to point out that this statement 
is inaccurate and misrepresents the rele-
vant provisions of the Law Practitioners 
(Amendment) Bill. You will note that section 
3 of the Bill is explicit in that only profes-
sional qualifi cations obtained in prescribed 
(and not all) Commonwealth countries 
will be recognised.  In addition, you may 
wish to note that section 6 of the Bill further 
requires every such prospective barrister 
who holds such a professional qualifi cation 
to follow, to the satisfaction of the Council, 
a course of training to enable that person to 
practice in Mauritius.

Further, note that the Law Practitio-
ners (Amendment) Bill is the culmination 
of a thorough and extensive consultation 
process involving the Bar Council, the Law 
Society, la Chambre des Notaires as well as 
the Judiciary. It is very disappointing that 
your article gives the impression that no 
such consultations were held. 

Finally ,it is regrettable that although , 
invited, l’Express failed to attend the Press 
Conference on 16 th May 2011 on the 
Law Practitioners (Amendment) Bill and 
the Institute for Judicial and Legal Studies 
Bill where the Attorney General answered 
questions from the press. This would have 
avoided the need to send this ‘mise au Point 
“ I should, therefore, be grateful if the neces-
sary clarifi cations could be brought in your 
next edition. 

I thank you in anticipation.
Yours sincerely 

Ramraj Chintalloo
Adviser on Information Matters, Attor-

ney General’s Offi ce 
Our reply:

Sir,
Thank you for your rejoinder. Your 

points are well taken, but perhaps deserve 
to be put in context. Firstly, the fact that 
the bill only applies to prescribed Com-
monwealth countries rather than all 54 
of them doesn’t change the thrust of 
the argument, namely that Mauritians 
having been called to the Bar in certain 
foreign countries will be able to practice 
here “without further examination”.
Moreover, having to at-
tend a training course can har-
dly be equated with the highly 
demanding process that is the Bar exam.
With regards to your last point, it’s indeed 
unfortunate that the article gave the im-
pression that no consultations were held 
with the relevant professional bodies. This 
was not its intention. Finally, not having 
attended a press conference that was held 
a month ago hardly precludes one from 
writing about an issue, especially seeing 
that I have in my possession the brief used 
by the Attorney general at the event, as 
well as lexpress.mu’s thorough coverage 
of it. I hope this clears things up.

NR

Rejoinder]



■ Mr Omari Issa, you are here for the 
launch of the mediation centre. What is the 
aim of this mediation centre?

Before I answer that, I also came for the inves-
tors’ forum, so it was optimum for me to combine 
the two events, as the dates were very close to one 
another. The mediation centre will help to settle 
disputes between parties that are contesting. Ins-
tead of going to court, engaging lawyers and so 
on, businesses can go up to the mediation centre 
have the services of the mediator who will try to 
bring the two parties together, in the interest of 
both parties. 

■ What’s the difference between the media-
tion centre and the mediation commission?

The commission was looking at quite a num-
ber of things. In the he centre, which was started 
in January,  you have a mediator and you sit in 
a room and  explain your situation, then  they 
call the other party, which in turn explains  its 
situation. 

■ Isn’t this what the mediation commis-
sion does? 

Not in such a formalized manner. I am told 
that quite a few cases have gone to the mediation 
division of the Supreme Court. It is there now, it 
is running and it is more effective. It also costs less 
and it takes very little time. Within 30 days, if the 
parties agree, the problems are smoothed out. 

■ Thirty days for mediation is still long, isn’t 
it?

Of course, it doesn’t have to take 30 days. If 
you can do it in two days, then fi ne. You must bear 
in mind that a number of cases would have gone 
through the court system which would have taken 
a year or even longer. 

■ Apart from reducing the time element, 
what else does the centre offer?

Apart from the time and cost, both parties 
leave the mediation centre smiling. There is no 
verdict, no winner or loser. It’s a matter of give 
and take on both sides.  So, both parties agree and 
they shake hands. 

■ So when you say parties, do you mean em-
ployer/ employees? 

The centre does not only resolve disputes 
between employers and employees. It goes beyond 
that. Let’s say you are an employer and you have 
engaged a contractor. You are a bank, you have lent 
money, I am a client I have borrowed money. 

■ Why were you involved in the mediation 
centre? 

Because businesses, investors and individuals 
are looking for a way to resolve their differences 
quickly, transparently, at low cost. The mediation 
centre is going to look at disputes that arise in 
Mauritius. It will be specifi cally for individuals, 
businesses, investors, employers and employees 
in Mauritius.  

■ Were you involved in the setting up of the 
mediation centre from the start?

We are helping the Government of Mauritius 
with a project to modernize the judiciary by re-
ducing the duration and procedures of full trials, 

introducing the mediation division, electronic 
fi ling of cases  and setting up  a fast track com-
mercial court. So the launch of a fully operatio-
nal mediation center is part of the great effort 
being undertaken by the Government of Mau-
ritius to create a sound and trusted judicial sys-
tem which in turn boosts investors’ confi dence 
and is an essential condition to a conducive 
business climate.

■ Who is ‘We’? 
The ICF provided funding and support and 

we shared with the Mauritian authorities expe-
rience from elsewhere. This is continuing and 
hopefully in January, as part of the same project, 
the electronic fi ling of cases will be introduced. 
Again the whole intention is to streamline the 
process, speed it up, lower costs and ensure 
transparency, fair judgment and fair resolution 
of confl icts. 

■ During you conference organised by 
ABAX, you talked about the concept of 
regional integration. That is related to the 
other aim of your visit here, isn’t it?

Yes. Regional integration aims to drive the 
economy forward. The world has become a vil-
lage and you cannot grow and compete if you 
remain a small discrete economy of a few mil-
lion people out of 180 economies. That’s why 
there is grouping of countries. Look at the US, 

Canada and Mexico. They are grouping. Look at 
Latin America, at Asia, ASEAN. Look at the Euro-
pean Union. In Africa, we have to go that way too 
because there are scales of economy. The potential 
for regional business is much bigger than foreign 
direct investment but people tend to focus on fo-
reign direct investment. If you can trade with your 
neighbours, then the potential to grow and create 
jobs is much bigger. So this is the way forward. 

■  How much will is there in Africa? 
There are leaders, I think, who now recognize 

that there is no other option. They recognize they 
have to go down this route…

■ What are the hurdles? 
Well, each country is different from the other 

particularly in terms of legislation. 

■ Can that be harmonized? 
Yes, we are helping those who are willing to 

be helped. 

■ What standards are you going to apply? 
The standards for best practice. If you accept 

l’express [ Friday 24 June 2011 • Insert N°3 p. 36I N T E R V I E W ] 

“You cannot 
compete if you 
remain a small 
discrete economy”

Omari Issa, the CEO of ICF, an organisation 
which works to remove the barriers that exist 
to doing business in Africa  and focuses on 
improving the continent’s investment cli-
mate, was recently invited to participate in 
the launch of a Mediation Division in the 
Supreme Court, a project his organisation 
has helped with. He took the opportunity to 
give a talk on “Making Africa a better place 
to do business”, a forum organised by Abax 
Corporate Services.  

h CEO f ICF i i

Omari ISSA,
Chief Executive 
Offi cer,The Investment 
Climate Facility for 
Africa (ICF)



harmonization, then you have to accept 
that it’s a question of give and take and 
not a question of this is what I want. You 
have to see what benefi ts will arise. You 
eventually have to allow free movement of 
labour as is in the case in the EU. 

■ Wouldn’t that result in some 
countries being swamped with im-
migrants?

No, no, no. That, I think, is a percep-
tion, a fear. I believe that if there is com-
petition, everyone will win. 

■ But isn’t opening one’s borders 
freely not dangerous, particularly 
for small countries? 

In the long term, it will be benefi cial 
to everybody. If you look at the telecom 
industry: many years ago, you had state-
owned monopolies. Now in the case of 
Mauritius, you have more than one ope-
rator and  more people using the phones. 
Each company is making more money 
than what one single company used to 
make previously. Everybody wins. You 
come up with new products and eve-
rybody becomes much more effi cient 
and labour becomes effi cient as well. If 
you protect and protect, you end up with 
a labour force that is ineffi cient, you pro-
duce goods at higher prices and you can 
therefore not export, because you are a 
high cost country and you penalize your-
self in the long term. You have to look at 
it globally. If you are effi cient, you will be 
more competitive. 

■ Aren’t you talking here about im-
porting cheap labour and driving 
the local workforce into unemploy-
ment?

No. It is important to look at the 
long term benefi ts for the country.

■ What exactly are the areas that 
you see as priority areas for regio-
nal integration to happen?

I don’t think it’s for us to decide on 
the priorities. We talk to the regional lea-
ders and they identify their priorities. We 
don’t go to these countries and say, ‘Do 
this or that’. We actually respond to the 
need in the countries. And I think that 
is very important to highlight. We don’t 
tell people what to do. It’s the other way 
around. Our approach is demand dri-
ven. So if they come to us and say help 
us have commercial laws, help us have 
a regional arbitration centre or help us 
clear customs at regional level, we will 
respond to that. 

■ Did Mauritius approach you? 
What are our needs? 

Yes, the project that is active now was 
the one that was launched today, the Me-
diation Centre but we are in discussions 
with the government on other projects. 
It’s perhaps premature right now to talk 
about these.  

■ Why? Are you worried they may 
not happen?

It’s not a question that they may not 
happen. It’s a question of when they will 
happen. You know it takes a while: you 
need to discuss what needs to be done, 
how it should be done, who fi nances 

what, identify experts to come and work 
on the project. It’s more benefi cial, I 
think, to talk about things that have 
been achieved or are being achieved as 
opposed to saying ‘Look we are going to 
be building the largest airport in Africa’. 
For as long as it’s not yet built, how do 
we know that by the time it’s built, there 
isn’t somebody who has built an airport 
even bigger than that in Africa? So, wait 
until it’s fi nished and then talk about it. 

■ We hear a lot of talk about it, but 
where do we stand right now in 
terms of African regional integra-
tion?

As you know, this weekend, many of 
the African leaders were in Johannesburg 
looking to actually put the 26 countries 
under Southern African Development 
Countries (SADC), the Common Mar-
ket for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) and East African Commu-
nity (EAC) in one free trading bloc. 

■ Apart from discussions, do you see 
any concrete measures to actually 
move ahead? 

You know, when you are talking of 26 
countries, each country has its own prio-
rities. So, moving together in a very short 
period of time is not feasible and can be 
counter productive. For example, two 
years ago, in East Africa, the leaders were 
ready to push for an East African Fede-
ration. They agreed and each country 
decided to hold a referendum to ask the 
population what they thought of the idea. 
The population voted against it thinking 
that it’s premature. So the leaders were 
ready but the people were not. 

 ■ What was their contention?
They said instead of going for a fede-

ration now, let’s work on economic inte-
gration fi rst and then eventually go down 
that route. 

■ And then back to square one? 
Yes, because you don’t have the 

mandate to force something that the 
population does not want. The success 
of the project would be short lived. 
You announce it, you launch it, but the 
people don’t support it. It’s like setting 
up a business, but you don’t have cus-
tomers. The business will go bankrupt. 

■ And what do the customers want? 
In terms of East Africa, they said let’s 

go for economic integration fi rst. The 
common market is in place now and other 
actions should be consolidated to produce 
the desired outcome which is an econo-
mically profi table integration. 

■ Is it working effi ciently? 
Not 100% since it was launched only 

last year, but you begin to see that econo-
mic integration is coming. Now, they are 
talking about launching a common cur-
rency for the fi ve countries of the East 
African region; Kenya, Burundi, Uganda, 
Rwanda and Tanzania. 

■ Is integration going to take this 
shape? East Africa, West Africa, 
South Africa and North Africa? 

No, one day we will hopefully have 

26 countries, from Cairo to Cape 
Town, sitting together to talk about a 
common regional trading bloc. It would 
be a great thing. At present, there are 3 
main blocs: the EAC, the SADC and 
the COMESA. Within these blocs, some 
countries are in two of these groupings, 
some are in all three. Now countries are 
willing, otherwise they would not be 
talking. People have been meeting, re-
commendations have been made and a 
number of heads of state signed agree-
ments over the weekend. 

■ Is sea piracy a concern for the 
whole of Africa?

Sea piracy has been there for hun-
dreds of years. You have to look at why 
it has been there all these years. You need 
to make sure you approach it in the right 
way. Many African countries do not have 
the capacity to address sea piracy in the 
Indian Ocean, they don’t have the ves-
sels, they don’t have the people and they 
cannot even man the police to patrol the 
streets, let alone the oceans. You need to 
approach it at the regional level. 

■ When we talk about regional in-
tegration, are there countries which 
are keener than others? 

As I said earlier, leaders on the Afri-
can continent have recognized that it’s no 
longer an option; you have to go down 
that route. The question is how and when 
to do it. Countries are at different levels of 
economic development so there are many 
things that need to be done. Countries at 
different levels bring to the table different 
resources and skills. Each country has its 
own priorities. For some it’s the judiciary, 
for others it’s customs or health, water etc. 

■ For Mauritius, would it be water 
which is a priority?

Now Mauritius is facing the issue of 
water which wasn’t much of a priority a 
few years back. So you see that priorities 
change with time as well. Your reservoir is 
at the lowest level in years. We are not here 
to say  what is to be done; it is Mauritius 
that identifi es its priorities. 

■ Don’t you set any priorities at all, 
like infrastructure for example?

You have regional authorities that 
do that. It’s not our work. The regional 
authorities defi ne priorities and consult 
member states. We don’t deal with in-
dividual countries, but with regional 
organizations that have done their 
homework and say that such and such 
is a priority for this region. That is how 
it works. 

■ Have you noticed any changes in 
Mauritius since your last visit?

Mauritius is moving in the right direc-
tion by tackling the fundamental reforms, 
removing barriers and improving the bu-
siness climate to attract more investors, 
whether it be national and/or foreign.

■ When will your next visit be?
Hopefully next January to celebrate 

one more milestone in the modernisation 
of the Judiciary.

Touria PRAYAG
PHOTOS : Cynthia EDOUARD
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“If you protect 
and protect, you 

end up with a 
labour force that 
is ineffi cient, you 
produce goods at 
high prices and 

you can therefore 
not export.”
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Part 3
Questioning 
linguistic hegemony

By Dr. Ahmar MAHBOOB  

While access to education may be curtailed for stu-
dents from marginalized (linguistic) backgrounds, 
people in power actually benefi t from the misgui-
ded beliefs described above. In many cases, parents 

of children believe that the only ‘true’ way of achieving equality or 
(at least) to access some socio-economic advantage is to learn the 
language of power and prestige. This belief in itself might not be  
totally wrong; however, what parents don’t realize is that access 
to the language that people need to affi liate with for academic 
success is not made explicit in the educational system. Access to 
this language is restricted as a consequence of the pedagogical 
choices made by the education departments. However, since pa-
rents tend not to be experts in education, they lobby to increase 
the focus on the ‘prestige’ language in school. In doing so, they 
often don’t care about the status of the home language (which 
they believe to be ghettoizing for reasons identifi ed earlier). These 
calls, unfortunately, are misguided and serve the purposes of the 
elites and not the speakers of minority (non-prestige) languages. 
These polices serve the elites’ purposes because by following 
these calls, they can further strengthen the power of the privile-
ged language and consequently strengthen the hegemonic status 
of the elite language. It also serves their purpose because results 
of research have indicated that early literacy in a second or a 
foreign language is not as benefi cial as literacy and support in 
mother tongue. This means that the students from these schools 
(unless lucky or super smart) will not readily be able to benefi t 
from the schooling experience in the ways that children from 
privileged backgrounds will. This maintains status quo and allows 
the elites to maintain and further consolidate their power while, 
on the surface, appearing to be listening to the masses. 

Having said this, it needs to be stated that I am not sugges-
ting that all education should be in ‘local’ or ‘minority’ languages. 
That is not the purpose of this article. It is evident that there are 
certain languages that have a higher status than others in the 
socio-political and the economic world. Access to these languages 
is important. However, the question is whether access to these 
languages (and the knowledge taught through these languages) 
is actually achievable without an investment in other local lan-
guages. The answer to this question appears to be ‘no’. Mother 
tongue literacy is an essential step to be taken in the road to li-
teracy in a second (or foreign) language and to socio-economic 
mobility. And this needs to be considered in any language policy. 
Without it, the chances of students making out of their histori-
cally disempowered positions is limited. 

Given this broad understanding of how language can 
function as a hegemonic device, we need to question the 
premises of arguments that are used to promote certain 
language policies over others. We also need to question the 
common-sense understandings about language that are used 
to legitimize such polices. What is needed in these contexts 
are in-depth context sensitive studies about the role of va-
rious languages in the society and then using these to deve-
lop appropriate language-in-education polices. What is even 
more important is that these policies, once drafted, should 
be negotiated with the various stakeholders so that they gain 
legitimacy. In conducting these negotiations, it is critical that 
an open approach be taken and engagement with the draft 
policy (rather than coercion) be encouraged. Finally, once a 
policy has been developed, it needs to be implemented and 
supported with appropriate material, political, and media 
assets to make it succeed.

The author of this article is collecting primary data on lan-
guage attitudes in Mauritius. To participate in this short ano-
nymous survey, please go to: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/mauritius
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On the politics of language ]

University of Sydney

As matters stood, prior to 
the Preliminary Enquiry 
Act (P.E.A), the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecu-

tions (D.P.P) according to section 
72 of the constitution, was bound 
to order a preliminary enquiry 
(P.E) in serious cases that could 
only be tried directly at the level of 
the Supreme Court, such as mur-
der or manslaughter. The object of 
this exercise, a holdover from Bri-
tish law, was to determine whether 
there exists suffi cient evidence to 
try the accused. “It’s not a trial; 
it’s a sort of fi ltering process,” the 
current D.P.P, Satyajit Boolell, tells 
l’express Weekly. The way a P.E 
operates is this: after initial investi-
gation by the police, the results are 
sent to the offi ce of the D.P.P. The 
D.P.P then sends the evidence to 
a magistrate to hold a preliminary 
enquiry, to go over the evidence 
and witnesses to determine the 
strength of the evidence and 

whether a prosecutable case 
exists. The fi ndings 

of the P.E are then 
given back to the 

D.P.P who 

can choose whether or not to pro-
secute a case. The object of the 
whole exercise is to separate cases 
with solid evidence, from cases 
where the evidence is weak. 

The problem is that this is 
viewed as a formalistic procedure 
that unnecessarily causes delay. 
According to fi gures presented 
by the Attorney-General, Yatin 
Verma at the National Assembly 
on June 14th,“In 2009, out of 10 
cases lodged before the Assizes, 
the accused parties pleaded 
guilty in 8 cases, that is, 80% of 
the cases; (b) in 2010, in 8 out 
of 11 cases, guilty pleas were re-
corded, that is, 73% of cases, and 
(c) so far, in 2011, out of 2 cases 
lodged before the Assizes, the ac-
cused parties have pleaded guilty 
in both cases.” Therefore in the 
vast majority of cases, “there has 
been little or no use of carrying 
out a preliminary enquiry…If the 
accused pleads guilty, why waste 
time? Why not just go straight to 
court?” asks Boolell. 

Lawyers paid twice

With the P.E stage taking 
anywhere between one 

and four years, de-
pending on the 

c a s e , 

lawyer Jean-Claude Bibi outlines 
some additional shortcomings 
of the process, “for the ordinary 
person, hiring a lawyer is a costly 
affair. The accused generally can-
not devote so many resources to 
fi ghting a case, hence the lon-
ger the trial is, the greater is  the 
temptation to rely on young, in-
experienced but cheaper lawyers 
that may not be their fi rst choice.” 
With the P.E dealing with largely 
the same evidence and witnesses, 
what this means, according to 
Bibi, is that “the lawyer ends up 
being paid twice for the same 
argument. The trial itself can be 
compromised with such delay,” he 
adds. “With the cases dragging on 
for a year or more, and the sheer 
number of witnesses that are in-
volved in a case, the time required 
means that witnesses sometimes 
don’t remember details as clearly 
a year later; some may be out the 
country. All of this is prejudicial to 
the case.”

This is the state of affairs 
that the Act hopes to correct. 
The PEA, states the DPP “offers 
me the opportunity to decide, 
in appropriate cases, where the 
evidence is non-controversial, to 
refer a case directly to court in 
front of a judge and jury,” bypass-
ing the P.E stage altogether. In his 
estimation, it will shorten the aver-
age trial period from 2 to 4 years. 
Seems straightforward enough, 
so what has got the opposition so 
riled up? 

Giving the accused 
a choice

“The DPP is a part of the 
executive, not the judiciary, ac-
cording to the constitution and 
there have been many judicial 

The PEB

Greasing the 
wheels of justice
Seldom has a piece of legislation been launched with such fanfare and 
controversy as the Preliminary Enquiries Act. What is it that promp-
ted the opposition, the day the bill was passed, 14th June 2011, to walk 
out of the National Assembly, how credible is their argument and why 
did the government feel the need to go to such pains to sell it? 

Will the law lead to 
speedier justice at the 
expense of accountability?
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Fools!

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

You want to stop smoking and you need help to 
wean yourself off nicotine? Well, tough. The fools 
at the ministry of Health have decided that you 
don’t need help. At any rate, you don’t need help 

if it’s in the shape of a cigarette. Confused? Join the Health 
Offi cers’ club. 

I don’t know if you’re familiar with the concept of an 
electronic cigarette or e-cigarette. It’s an electrical device 
“that attempts to simulate the act of tobacco smoking by 
producing an inhaled mist, bearing the physical sensa-
tion, appearance and often the fl avour of inhaled tobacco 
smoke,” according to Wikipedia. 

The online encyclopedia goes on to explain that “the 
primary stated use of the e-cigarette is as a smoking ces-
sation device, as it attempts to deliver the experience of 
smoking, without or with greatly reduced adverse health 
effects usually associated with tobacco smoke.” One doesn’t 
have to be a rocket scientist to understand what an e-ciggie 
does; I.T H.E.L.P.S P.E.O.P.L.E R.E.D.U.C.E O.R S.T.O.P 
S.M.O.K.I.N.G. 

I’m sorry to have to spell it out but there seems to be 
some comprehension problem at the ministry of Health. 
The result of this confusion, however, is that the e-ciggie is 
outlawed. Not allowed to be sold in Mauritius. The monkey-
killing country, the gambling paradise is concerned about 
the adverse effect that a fake cigarette with little or no ni-
cotine will have on its citizens. 

Mind you, hypocrite paradise has no issue with selling 
cigarettes- you know, the real thing that has tons of nico-
tine in them-; it’s all perfectly legal and the Public Health 
Act Restriction on Tobacco Products 2008 makes it clear. 
Anything that’s not the nicotine-fi lled sticks packed in a 
disgusting carton that only serves to prove the deranged 
mind of the person that took that decision, is illegal. 

I wonder if the exorbitant taxes government collects on 
each packet of cigarettes has something to do with this hy-
pocritical stance?

Those laws have nothing to do with a genuine concern 
about your health; otherwise they would have banned the 
bloody cigarettes, wouldn’t they? Instead now, they ban fake 
ones as well as any object that resembles a cigarette inclu-
ding- most unbelievably- key rings that have the shape of 
a cigarette! 

You know why? Because it might “promote” cigarette-
smoking. Even if the cigarette is perfectly legal albeit detri-
mental to your health. 

A bit along the lines of government refusing to legalize 
abortion- even though it is practiced everyday for a fee- be-
cause they think it will encourage people, even those who 
want a baby, to abort their fetus!  

That’s what happens when we give power to fools. They 
make laws that serve no purpose other than prove their 
own foolishness instead of voting laws that are supposed 
to protect you. Here’s another example to support this 
seemingly outlandish statement- did you know that mace 
or pepper spray is illegal in Mauritius? The one weapon 
that could protect girls and women from the rapists, who 
merrily walk our streets, is considered by the authorities 
as a dangerous weapon. Dangerous for whom? The victims 
or the rapist? 

So let’s go kill some monkeys, shall we? At least that’s legal!
Fools, I tell you, fools! 

pronouncements to that effect,” 
holds MMM parliamentarian 
and lawyer Réza Uteem, By ex-
tension, giving the DPP the sole 
discretion to decide whether a 
case goes straight to trial inter-
feres with the operation of the 
judiciary. That argument, how-
ever, has little ground, since the 
DPP always had the discretion, 
even under the status quo-ante, 
whether to send a trial to court 
even after a P.E. or not. 

For Uteem, the P.E. allowed 
“the defence to test the strength of 
the evidence and the prosecution 
can test the veracity of its case… it 
protects the accused as it puts the 
merits of the case before an expe-
rienced judge, rather than going 
straight in front of a jury, where, 
being laymen, there is the greater 
risk of convicting even where 
there is not a strong case.” A good 
point, given the almost theatrical 
quality murder trials sometimes 
tend to assume in the public eye. 

Lawyer Gavin Glover shares 
some of that scepticism, “the 
prosecution has a duty to share 
whatever evidence it collects 
with the defence side so the lat-
ter can prepare its case.” Now 
with changes to the criminal 
procedure Act as part of the 
reform, “the DPP can decide 
what evidence or witnesses to 
make available to the defence…
personally I would have gone 
the way the British have gone.” 
He is referring to the system 
as it exists in England 
and that which 
was proposed 
by the opposi-
tion, the rejec-
tion of which 
p r o m p t e d 

the walkout. Uteem spells it out, 
“We proposed an amendment 
that if the accused agrees and 
wants to plead guilty, then there 
is no need for a preliminary en-
quiry, but where the accused de-
sires, we can go for P.E.” 

Catching the fl ies and 
missing the hornet

The elephant in the room is, 
of course, the DPP or, more spe-
cifi cally, the mercurial manner 
in which the offi ce of the DPP 
operates. Chit Dukhira in his 
2002 book, A History of Mauri-
tius: Experiments in Democracy, 
sums it up nicely, “the holder of 
the post of DPP is accountable 
to no one in the exercise of her/
his functions... His or her dis-
cretion appears too excessive.” 
The track record of the DPP is 
less than stellar. Uteem provides 
some examples: “The Gaetan 
Duval Case, Cehl Meeah, Mai-
grot. In each of these cases, the 
DPP withdrew cases, unac-
countably and without giving 
much reason.” Add to this list the 
cases of Yvon Regis Rehaut 
and Reginald Topize 
(Kaya), leading to 
the percep-
t i o n 

that, as the 1998 Mackay Re-
port put it, “the legal system in 
Mauritius is apt to catch the fl ies 
and miss the hornet.” One can 
then sympathize with Glover’s 
observation that “unfettered sole 
discretion vested in the DPP, 
without means of appeal or re-
dress, is wrong.”  

In the face of such concerns, 
Boolell offers, “Where a decision 
not to prosecute is taken, the rea-
sons will be given to interested 
parties such as victim’s families 
or those intimately connected 
with the trial. This is because of 
the sheer volume of cases that are 
dealt with.”  Dukhira, however, as 
a footnote in his book raises the 
example of Australia where the 
DPP “is required to table before 
parliament a report on his activi-
ties, including all his decisions re-
garding the cases he sets aside for 
non-prosecution.” 

The fact that we need to do 
away with P.E is obvious. Even the 
opposition concedes its futility in a 
majority of cases. However, such a 
step will only lead to greater confi -
dence in the system of justice if it 
is accompanied by greater trans-
parency in the operation of the 

DPP, making it as a public in-
stitution accountable to the 
very public it is supposed 
to serve. 

Iqbal AHMED KHAN

The Director of Public Prosecutions can now send serious cases like murder straight to the Supreme Court.
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In search of a new economic pillar

Magic Mauritius 
goes medicalCaught in 

crossfi re

By  Rodney PHILLIPS

Delicious Mauritius]

It’s the same old Mauritian story. Create fa-
cilities without the infrastructure to support 
access. Look at the Cybercity. 

In Grand Bay, there are four restaurants 
cramped into a narrow impasse – Le Bistrot and 
l’Entrecote Steak House, Luigis for Italian, Le 
Connoisseur for French, and a Mexican Grill. On 
a good night they should together be able to pull 
one hundred guests. There is parking space serving 
all four restaurants for about 12 cars. The result 
is constant tension between the owners, but more 
dramatically, with clients attempting to frequent 
a rival establishment. When I go out for dinner 
on a Saturday night I am not keen to be caught in 
crossfi re between warring restaurateurs who place 
metal chairs or other lethal weapons on their doors-
teps to stop you parking or trapping you after you 
have parked.

So it wasn’t a good start when we dined at one 
of these restaurants. Fortunately some superb hot 
buttered rolls and a complimentary prawn salsa be-
gan to ease the pain of being verbally abused by the 
angry next-door restaurateur. I skipped the stan-
dard entrees and went straight for what sounded 
different – roasted baby quail stuffed with foie gras 
and fi gs in a honey sauce. Pity the chef forgot to 
wipe the sauce off the sides of the plate. Unforgi-
veable! The sweet and savoury blend worked well as 
in all game cooking, but the fi gs were a fi gment of 
the imagination. It required a fair amount of sur-
gical skill to get the meat off the bone. Knowledge 
of ornithological anatomy would have helped. The 
operation turned into an autopsy as the deeper I 
cut, the bloodier became the dissection.

My companion went for the safer option - two 
fi llets mignons in two different sauces, pepper and 
mushroom. As expected of a restaurant claiming to 
be a steak house, the meat was of the melt-in-your-
mouth variety and perfectly medium rare. But you 
could not distinguish between the two sauces either 
visually or on the palate. A red pepper sauce and a 
sprinkling of parsley would have added much-nee-
ded colour to the plate.

Sensibly, the limited menu is focused on steaks, 
so you would be wise to stick to the four-legged 
Angus options. Even the dessert – home-made ice 
cream coated in dark chocolate – was so hard it 
needed a serrated steak knife to penetrate.

Not clear why the restaurant changed name? 
Certainly the stark glass and mirror features re-
main unchanged. The décor has all the charm of 
a dentist’s waiting room. In contrast, real bistros 
are lively, crowded, intimate places. Advice: drop 
the bistro bit and stick to steak house. Bistros de-
veloped out of the basement kitchens of Parisian 
apartments, often spilling noisily onto the pave-
ment. The word comes from the Russian bystro 
meaning ‘quickly’. During the Russian occupation 
of Paris in 1815, cossacks would shout “bystro!” 
when they required rapid service. The bistro in 
Grand Bay was stiff, sterile and half-empty, though 
the all-black-clad staff was quick, bilingual and at-
tentive.

Dinner for two, with one glass of beer and one 
bottle of water, came to Rs 1670.

Every ten years, 
Mauritius produces 
as if by magic, an 
economic pillar to 
sustain its deve-
lopment. Tourism, 
textiles, offshore 
banking, and ICT 
are among the new 
economic avenues 
of the last 30 years. 
What next? Medi-
cal tourism, predict 
experts at the Board 
of Investment whose 
specialists are hoping 
for 100 000 foreign 
patients per year 
in 2020.

IN 1961, the British econo-
mist, J.M. Mead, wrote a bleak 
report on the future of Mauri-
tius and its agricultural economy 
based on sugar production. He 
predicted economic depression, 
breakdown of social services, 
unrest, revolt and repression. He 

and his colleagues, investigating 
a population surge through the 
eradication of malaria and longer 
life expectancy, predicted that 
the population would be around 
three million by or before the 
year 2000. 

Not only did the Mauritian 
genius prove him wrong, but the 
island started to import foreign 
workers in the 80s to sustain an 
economic and industrial deve-
lopment which evolved out of 
what is termed the Mauritian 
miracle.

As Prakash Maunthrooa, 
director general of the Board 
of Investment (BOI) puts it, 
“Every ten years, as if by ma-
gic, Mauritius has pulled out 
of the hat an economic pillar 
which has made of this island 
‘the example’ to be emulated by 
African states.”

In the 60s, well before inde-
pendence, the island, through an 
NGO – the Mauritius Family 
Planning Association – started 
a campaign for family planning 
and succeeded beyond what 
Professor Mead and Titmus 
could ever dream.

In the 70s, the island star-
ted to think tourism and hotel 
development, in the 80s while 
unemployment was very high, it 
went for heavy Asian investment 
in the textile sector, in the 90s, 
it was fi nancial services with a 
strong offshore sector and in 

Tourist or patient? We may soon not see the difference....
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2000, it was the ICT sector with 
the aim of turning Mauritius 
into a cyber island.

Year 2010 is over and no one 
has yet seen the surge of another 
economic pillar.

At the Board of Investment, 
no one is worried. They are sure 
that one  will crop up. Some say 
it has already done so.

“You know, there is so-
mething particular about these 
economic pillars which sprout 
every 10 years. They usually 
start very small, almost un-
noticeable, gain momentum 
slowly and become, with time, 
an important foreign currency 
earner employing thousands of 
people,” say experts at the BOI.

They predict that medical 
tourism will be that next pillar.

Last year, the island treated 
10 000 foreign patients.  Dr 
Sunil Gunness, cardiac sur-
geon and founder and director 
of the cardiac centre, predicts 
that in 2020, the island will treat 

around 100 000 foreign patients. 
His centre, rated as excellent for 
open heart surgery, angioplasty 
and pediatric heart surgery will 
operate this year on fi ve foreign 
children sent by the humanita-
rian organization Coeur Pour 
Tous which will pay for the 
operations. This fi gure might be 
as high as 20 children next year.

“Our success rate in open 
heart surgery (mainly for by-
passes) is among the highest in 
the francophone world. We are 
not only cheaper than India, but 
we do not have any problems 
such as the superbug of India. 
Infections here are still treated 
with fi rst or second generation 
antibiotics,” he said.

With medical and dentistry 
schools mushrooming around 
the island and hoards of Mau-
ritians going abroad for me-
dical studies, medical tourism 
might be the solution to the 
forthcoming spectre of unem-
ployed doctors and dentists on 
the island.

True it is that most of some 
doctors who have qualifi ed in 
eastern countries and China 
are well below world standards. 
With the development of me-
dical tourism, they might easily 
land   jobs as paramedics.

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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Year Zero 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Reality check]

When Pol Pot rolled into Phnom Penh, 
one of his fi rst acts was to declare a 
‘Year Zero’. Time had begun anew in 
the Cambodia of the Khmer Rouge. 

Aside from instituting a break from the past, it was 
an act of cynical historical revisionism, allowing 
Pol Pot to colour Cambodian history any way he 
wished. Pol Pot, however, wasn’t an exception by 
any means; false histories abound in the realm of 
politics, and nowhere is this more evident than 
in Mauritius. 

The Hindu Common Front tried to bar the Truth 
and Justice Commission from access to archives in 
the Indira Gandhi Institute. The stated reason is 
that the caste records of Indian indentured labou-
rers will be made public. It isn’t their morbid fear of 
gossip at weddings by plump aunties but an ideolo-
gical reason why they are so passionate about it. It 
is the sudden realization that most people of Indian 
descent, something long since self-evident, belong 
to the lower orders of the archaic caste system. An 
inconvenient fact for its brand of Hindu Nationalist 
politics, long associated with upper-caste politics 
on the Indian subcontinent. As long as this history 
remained restricted to a few, it allowed them to 
fan the fl ames of communal politics by disowning 
their actual caste origins, if everybody is potentially 
upper-caste, as most will eagerly affi rm  in public, 
then everybody is a potential supporter of their po-
litics. Take that away, and the whole thing comes 
tumbling down like a house of cards. 

It’s a similar metamorphosis that transforms 
peasants from Brittany into aristocrats. Aristocrats 
who apparently left Parisian delight to settle in an 
island recently vacated by the Dutch allegedly be-
cause of vermin. Or those who, through tortuous 
reasoning, stumble across the conclusion that they 
are actually of Arab stock, and have nothing to do 
with the Indian subcontinent whatsoever. 

This process of personal reinvention, unique in 
every Mauritian household, need not make much 
sense when translated into politics. One need only 
refer to Gaetan Duval’s ‘Black Power’. The Mauri-
tian franchise, however, was quite distinct from the 
pan-africanism of Steve Biko, Kwame Nkrumah or 
Robert Sobukwe. Instead of battling colonialism, it 
embraced it. Instead of fi ghting apartheid, it eager-
ly sought to cultivate links with it, paradoxically pit-
ting Mauritian proponents of black power in direct 
opposition to Pan-Africanists worldwide. Ironically, 
now the remnants, organized into socio-cultural 
groups, tout Nelson Mandela as a hero and icon. 

The anti-caste credentials of upper-caste Hindu 
nationalism are just as credible as the revolutionary 
credentials of black power à la Duval and just as 
alien in the pluralistic Mauritian milieu. 

History does not fi t political ideology; it’s time 
that we embraced, took pride in our history and re-
jected the pretentious garb in which each individual 
chooses to clothe it. Come to think of it. Perhaps we 
do need a year zero, not to break from the past, but 
to fi nally set it aright. 

“Medical 
tourism might be 

the solution to 
the forthcoming 

spectre of 
unemployed 
doctors and 
dentists on 
the island.”

Medical tourism : Mauritius cheaper than India (prices given in US dollar)

Type of
Surgery USA Costa Rica India Singapore Thailand Mauritius

Heart
Bypass

Angioplastry

Valve
Replacement
Dental
Implants
Breasts
Implants

Rhinoplasty

Facelift

Hysterectomy

144 000 25 000

57 000

170 000

2 000 - 10 000

10 000

9 000

15 000

15 000

13 000

30 000

1 000

3 500

5 500

5 900

5 500

9 500

9 500

1 200

700

4 500

3 500

7 000

5 600

13 500

7 500

13 000

2 900

5 400

2 700

4 000

4 000

24 000

7 000

22 000

3 000

3 700

3 400

6 600

5 000

6 000 - 12 000

2 000 - 5 000

6 500 - 13 000

850 - 1 000

3 500 - 4 000

1 700 - 3 500

4 000 - 4 500

4 500 - 5000

Researchers said they had found a new gene 
called New Delhi metallo-beta-lactamase, or 
NDM-1, in patients in South Asia and in Bri-
tain. U.S. health offi cials signaled that there 
have been three cases so far in the United 
States -- all in  patients who received recent 
medical care in India, a country where people 
often travel in search of affordable health-
care. NDM-1 makes bacteria highly resistant 
to almost all antibiotics, including the most 
powerful class called carbapenems. Experts 
say there are no new drugs on the horizon to 
tackle them.
“It’s a specifi c mechanism. A gene that confers 
a type of resistance (to antibiotics),” Dr. 
Alexander Kallen of the U.S. Centers for Di-
sease Control and Prevention in Atlanta said.
With more people traveling to fi nd less costly 
medical treatments, particularly for pro-
cedures such as cosmetic surgery, Timothy 
Walsh, who led the study, said he feared the 
new superbug could soon spread across the 

globe. “At a global level, this is a real concern,” 
Walsh, from Britain’s Cardiff University, said 
in telephone interview. “Because of medical 
tourism and international travel in general, 
resistance to these types of bacteria has the 
potential to spread around the world very, very 
quickly. And there is nothing in the (drug deve-
lopment) pipeline to tackle it.”
Almost as soon as the fi rst antibiotic - penicillin 
- was introduced in the 1940s, bacteria began to 
develop resistance to it, prompting researchers 
to develop many new generations of antibio-
tics. But their overuse and misuse have helped 
fuel the rise of drug-resistant “superbug” in-
fections like methicillin-resistant Staphyloccus 
aureus, or MRSA.
In a study published in The Lancet Infec-
tious Diseases journal last year, Walsh’s team 
found NDM-1 was becoming more common 
in Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan, and was 
also imported back to Britain and the USA 
in patients returning after treatment.

The Indian killer superbug
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SO , it would seem that we 
will shortly have a minimum 
quota (33.33%) of women on the 
parties-lists of candidates for the 
village elections. 

 In 2008, The prime minis-
ter came forward with the idea 
of introducing a dose of a similar 
quota in our electoral system for 
the general elections: Every poli-
tical party contesting an election 
would have been law-bound to 
make place for a quota-percen-
tage of women in its candidates’ 
list. But, perhaps prudently, there 
was no follow-up of that idea .

Now, three years later, after 
Navin Ramgoolam again -- on this 
year’s Women's Day -- evoked it, 
his minister of Local Government 
is proposing to offi cially legislate this 
question of quotas. 

 It is true that there is an urgent 
need, an obligation perhaps, that our 
women citizens be given the oppor-
tunity to actively participate in po-
litics and be allowed to 

stand as candidates in elections. But, 
do we need to amend our electoral 
laws by introducing a quota-sys-
tem to achieve this? By imposing 
a legally reserved quota of women 
candidates on a party-list, aren’t we 
defeating the very purpose of the 
provisions of the Equal Opportu-
nity Act (the paternity of which the 
Government is rightly so proud of!) 
-- that of giving equal opportunities 
in all fi elds including politics, to 
every citizen irrespective of his/her 
religion, community, caste, colour 
or gender ? Will this quota-system 
not be a form of legalised segrega-
tion against  male citizens? And by 
amending our electoral laws, aren’t 
we creating a dangerous precedent 
and opening the door to all sorts of 
exaggerated demands that, based 
on this precedent, though legally 
sound, would further divide our 
nation?

Today we are talking of quotas 
for women.Tomorrow we could be 

faced with demands for quotas for 
gays and lesbians.The day after we 
will have petitions for Creole-quo-
tas, Ravived-quotas , Vaish-quotas 
, Muslim-quotas , Mission Salut 
Guerison-quotas, atheist-quotas.... 
the list could be endless.

Like our women folk, these 
groups too are components of our 
rainbow nation and are fully en-
titled to their own respective quo-
tas -- that is, if we are to abide by 
the reasoning behind the women-
quota proposal . 
Any natio-

nal benefi t that may result from 
this women-quota would be rapi-
dly nullifi ed by the crazy waves of 
noubanisme that the other quotas 
could let loose in our society.

 Yes for more women’s partici-
pation in politics. The other parties 
could follow the example of the La-
bour Party and amend their own 
party’s constitution allowing more 
feminine presence in posts of res-
ponsibility and on candidates’ list. 
No to constitutional amendments 
at national level that could do more 
harm than good. 

 For a more accentuated pre-
sence of women on parties’ lists, it 
would be more prudent to leave it 
to the discretion of the respective 
parties and their leaders. If a party 
chooses to present less than the cor-
rect number of female candidates, 
the electorate --éclairé , as it is -- will 
no doubt sanction it by denying it 
its votes. 

 Jagdish SEEBARUTH
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A quota system 
or legalized segregation?  

“No to 
constitutional 

amendments at 
national level that 

could do more 
harm than good.” 

YEAR in year out schools, pa-
rents and students face the dilem-
ma of whether school attendance 
should be monitored during the 
third term of the year as final Cam-
bridge SC/HSC exams are immi-
nent. Much has been voiced out 
about the issue but nothing concrete 
as logical action has been taken.

The primary element to consi-
der is whether Forms V and UVI 
classes should be closed down on 

the grounds that syllabi have been 
terminated or that nothing is being 
done at school. It is a fallacious ar-
gument for students to claim that 
school time is time lost and home 
time is time won. School time on 
the eve of any exams implies drills 
for exams with abundant exer-
cises performed within a limited 
time as a preliminary preparation 
for their fi nal exams. It must be 
repeated time and again that it is 

only at schools that the student will 
get an array of teachers for all the 
subjects he will take for exams and 
that teachers will work and correct 
the exam drill exercises set during 
the exam period preparation. The 
Independent student who prefers 
to stay at home for his/her revision 
in a specifi c subject will be debar-
red from teacher’s guide and cor-
rection for improvements.

Students tend to forget 

that any examination is a time 
constraint exercise. What has 
been learnt over years will un-
fortunately not be transcribed in 
the exam manuscript. It is a race 
against time when examinees 
will have to write about 500/600 
words within one hour. Absenting 
themselves from school as early as 
July when exam is scheduled for 
October means losing the writing 
practice within limited time. 

Third term assessment in secondary schools
Dear Madam,
Following your report on Absenteeism 

at school in your issue of Friday 17 June 
2011, I’m submitting for your attention 
my views on the subject.

 Trusting that my article would receive 
your benevolent attention,   I thank you in 
anticipation.

Yours faithfully,
Mr H.S. Coowar

Rector Mauricia Institute

Amnesty congratu-
lates the Mauritian 
government

Amnesty International 
Mauritius Section congra-
tulates the government for 
voting in favour of the re-
solution on human rights, 
sexual orientation and 
gender identity during the 
17th session of the Human 
Rights Council in Geneva 
on 17th June 2011. 

The Mauritian govern-
ment has hence taken a 
stand against the violation 
of human rights based 
on sexual orientation and 
gender identity. Through 
this resolution, the Human 
Rights Council is asking 
the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights to carry 
out a study between now 
and December 2011 on 
discriminatory laws and 
practices as well as acts of 
violence committed against 
people on the basis of their 
sexual orientation. The stu-
dy should also deal with the 
rules of international rights, 
which could be applied to 
put an end to the violations 
of human rights based on 
sexual orientation and gen-
der identity. 

Amnesty International 
Mauritius Section would 
like to highlight that accor-
ding to the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights, 
all human are born free 
and equal and they should 
all benefi t from their rights 
and freedom without any 
discrimination. The Mau-
ritius section is also asking 
that the government abro-
gate article 250 of the Penal 
Code that makes sodomy 
a crime, hence placing 
homosexuals in an ille-
gal situation, which would 
constitute discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.

Michel AHNEE

The Editor
L’express Weekly]



AT that point Kabuliwala 
took out a worn dirty piece of 
paper that he kept very carefully 
in the pocket of his long loose 
robe. The paper had no photo-
graph, no drawing, but only an 
impression of an ink-smeared 
little hand laid fl at on the pa-
per. This touch of his own little 
daughter had always been on his 
heart, as he had come year after 
year from his country to sell his 
wares in the streets of Calcutta.

So it was not Kabuliwala, the 
fruit seller who befriended little 
Mini but it was Kabuliwala, the 
father. When he was interacting 
with Mini, he felt that he was 
interacting with his own daugh-
ter whom he had left thousand 
miles away.

Mini’s father felt compelled 
to call for Mini to meet Kabu-
liwala after he discovered the 
father in him. Mini came out all 
dressed as a bride. Kabuliwala 
meant nothing to her. Tagore 
shows that things that are im-
portant to us in our childhood 
become meaningless when we 
grow up. He shows the transition 
of childhood to adulthood in a 
subtle way. Time grew in Mini’s 
life but time remained static in 
life for Kabuliwala when he was 
confi ned to prison for eight long 
years. After Mini had left the 

room without any reaction to 
her old friend Kabuliwala, he 
suddenly realized that his own 
daughter in Afghanistan as well 
must have grown up. He asked 
himself- would he fi nd her as 
he used to know her?  Tagore 
expresses this human emotion 
in these poetic words of Mini’s 
father, “The marriage pipes 
sounded and the mild autumn 
sun streamed around us. But 
Rahmun sat in the little Calcutta 
lane and saw before him the bar-
ren mountains of Afghanistan.”

At the end, Mini’s father 
gave away a good sum of mo-

ney to Kabuliwala so that he 
could return to his country and 
get united with his daughter. 
Here Tagore shows the human 
sentiment of one father who 
could understand the pain of 
separation of another father 
from his daughter. By giving 
away the money, Mini’s father 
had to cut down certain ex-
penses of his daughter’s wed-
ding. But he was happy. His 
happiness is expressed in these 
words, “Having made this pre-
sent, I had to curtail some of 
the festivities [ ]. But to me the 
wedding feast was all the brigh-
ter for the thought that in a dis-
tant land, a long lost father met 
again with his only child.”

Here, Tagore shows that the 
sharing of human feelings has 
no frontiers. Who else but Ta-
gore could bring out the fi nest 
human feelings and emotions 
in a simple short story? The 
story was written a century ago. 
Yet, even now tears fi ll the eyes 
of the reader when he or she 
shares the pain of separation of 
a father from his daughter. No 
wonder Tagore’s literature is im-
mortal and will be adored at any 
time, by anyone anywhere, be 
it in Mauritius or in any other 
part of the world.

Ranjita BUNWAREE

 THIS is not to denigrate hu-
man nature in general, far from 
it, but to show the great majority 
as they are in the raw and sublu-
nary world. Such a mundane 
and realistic approach may seem 
unpalatable to some.

For all our astounding tech-
nical progress involving DNA, 
robotics and artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) and modernization, for all 
our religions and high philoso-
phies, human nature, our all-too-
humanness, has hardly changed. 
Outwardly, we have built up 
an impressive socio-economic 
structure but inwardly most hu-
mans are still gnawed at by pas-
sions, mostly negative, that make 
most of us miserable, for all our 
pretence to the contrary.

The predominant charac-
teristic is selfi shness; the nar-
cissistic ego prevails. Pride and 
ego-satisfaction are what most 
of us crave. There is a German 

proverb that goes something like 
this: “Everyone thinks that all the 
bells in the world echo his own 
thoughts.” Most people are full 
of conceit. Pomposities are ma-
nifested in our behaviour. This 
unpalatable truth about us is, 
however, hard to admit.

We are tempest-tossed by 
harbouring undue feelings of 
lust, greed, jealousy, hatred, hy-
pocrisy, intolerance and so on. 
Ours is a time of stressful, fren-
zied pace of living, making quite 
a number of us suffer from ner-
vous disorders.

Are the so-called religious 
people better? We doubt it 
Among such people (I’m not 
generalizing), we have some 
Tartuffes, others making mo-
ney out of deceiving credulous 
people, bigots spreading fear 
and intolerance, some showing 
off in their attire and walking-
sticks, and so on.

In no sphere of activity, pe-
rhaps, do we have human beings 
so irresistibly ensnared as that of 
sex. Many are the other tempta-
tions around us, some of which 
we can bridle, but the sexual one 
seems often irresistible. Adultery, 
prostitution, rape and hotbeds of 
salacious matters are rampant. 
The activity varies, even if it is 
often an unconscious version of  
the sexual urge.

We fi nd, therefore, under-
neath the veneer of a certain rec-
titude, moral depravity and the 
selfi sh pettiness of money-grab-
bing. It is apt to conclude with 
this remark of Sri Ramakrishna, 
an Indian sage, “There are two 
kinds of fl ies. One is the honey-
bee that sucks honey only; the 
other not only sucks honey, but 
will preferably sit on an unclean 
sore when it gets the opportu-
nity. So with men.”

Ahmad BABOO

Benign and 
life-threatening 
palpitations

Our heart is a biological pump which works non-
stop, beating an average of 60-80 times per mi-
nute. Even when we sleep, it keeps on working and 
pushes non stop an average of 5 to 6 litres of blood 

per minute. There is an automatic electrical activity which 
generates these heart contractions. We normally do not feel 
these contractions as our brain is conditioned to accept a 
normal heart range.

In certain conditions, however, we become conscious of 
our heart beat. We become aware and can feel an abnorma-
lity in the normal regular rhythm. This is defi ned as arrhyth-
mia or commonly known as palpitations. Rapid arrhythmia, 
that is heartbeat greater than 100 beats per minute, is named 
tachycardia. 

The description of the abnormal rhythm is very impor-
tant to help the doctor diagnose the type and gravity of the 
palpitations. He will be interested to know about the exact 
onset, rate, duration, precipitating factor and any accompa-
nying symptom, such as fainting, dizziness, breathlessness 
or chest pain. It is important that your doctor knows how 
frequently these palpitations occur and whether they are sus-
tained or are of short duration.

There are different types of palpitations, some of which 
are benign and others which are serious and life-threatening. 
Only an Electrocardiograph (ECG) done during the episode 
of palpitation will help determine the type of palpitation so 
that treatment is given accordingly.

There are various causes of palpitations, some of which 
are not related to heart diseases. In case of strong emotion, 
anxiety, fear or stress, we can feel our heart pounding. A 
condition known as panic attack is another common non-
cardiac cause of palpitation. Excess intake of coffee, tea, co-
las, energy drinks, nicotine and alcohol are also incriminated. 

A number of medical conditions such as an overactive 
thyroid, low blood sugar level (hypoglycaemia), anaemia, 
fever and dehydration must be ruled out to determine the 
type of palpitations. Hormonal changes that happen during 
pregnancy and around menopause can sometimes be the 
culprit. These palpitations are likely to improve and go away 
as the condition changes.

A number of medications can trigger palpitations, for ins-
tance asthma inhalers and medicine used to treat an under 
active thyroid gland. Some over-the-counter medications 
available freely in pharmacies, like decongestants found in 
cough syrups, can also set off palpitations. 

Palpitations can also be related to heart problems and 
they can occur during a heart attack, in heart failure, valvu-
lar problems or heart muscles diseases. Very often, the pal-
pitation of short duration will have already ceased when the 
patient reaches the cardiologist’s practice and investigations 
like ECG, stress test, echocardiography, 24-hour monitory 
or coronary angiography will have to be carried out to deter-
mine the type and gravity of those palpitations.

It is important to treat the cause, be it cardiac or non-car-
diac. Generally, reducing one’s caffeine consumption, especial-
ly consumption of energy drinks, reducing stress and anxiety 
can be of help. Coughing during an episode of palpitation may 
also be useful. Medical advice should always be sought and 
serious arrhythmia is sometimes treated with medicines or 
even electric shock in life threatening palpitations. Few cases 
need operative treatment, unavailable so far in Mauritius. In 
specifi c cases, aspirin or anticoagulants are advised.
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Rabindranath Tagore: Indian 
philosopher, poet and author.

Tagore’s story 
“Kabuliwala” Part 2

A cynical viewpoint
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In Parliament earlier this 
year, the prime minister 
gave fi gures on dangerous 
drugs seized from January 

2006 to February 2011:a total 
amount of 138,315 tablets of 
Subutex, 264.79 kg of cannabis, 
2.16 kg of cocaine, 24.78 kg of 
hashish, 38.46 kg of heroin and 
27,413 sedative tablets. Value: a 
whopping Rs 933 million. 

A lucrative business – after 
all, 10mg of heroin costs Rs 
200, while a Subutex pill costs 
Rs 1000. A drug traffi cker, 
under the Dangerous Drugs 
Act, is someone in possession 
of drugs with a street value 
exceeding one million rupees. 
But these big sharks hide 
behind drug mules and small 
dealers, who are more easily 
arrested by the police. “A ma-
jor constraint,” says Superin-
tendent Pierre Murugen from 
the Anti-Drugs and Smuggling 
Unit, “is that dealers are afraid 
to act as witnesses in court 
against the drug traffi ckers – 
as seen in the Cindy Legallant 
case.” Border protection, while 
essential, is not simple either. 
“The battle against the impor-
tation of illicit drugs is far more 
complicated since Mauritius 
has problems controlling access 
as a result of limited resources 
to patrol its shores and territo-
rial waterways,” says Sudhamo 
Lal, director general of the 
Mauritius Revenue Authority.

So if we can’t stop drugs at 
the border and we can’t always 
reach drug traffi ckers through 
their dealers, we need to hit 
them where it hurts the most: 
their money. Hence the need 
for strong legislation, and ti-
ghtly knit structures to make 
the forfeiture of assets the 

new scourge for drug traffi c-
kers. The Assets Recovery Act, 
passed in March 2011 is part 
of that solution. It fi lls a gap in 
the chain that combats drug 
traffi cking and money launde-
ring – as drug traffi ckers use all 
means available to hide the trail 
between them and their money. 
During the second reading of 
the bill in Parliament, the Attor-
ney General, Yatin Varma, said, 
“Those who commit unlawful 
activities should not be allowed 
to profi t from their crimes. 
Proceeds of crimes should the-
refore be forfeited and used to 
compensate victims, whether 
it is the state or an individual.” 
The idea is to trace and seize 
proceeds that come from ille-
gal activities – in cases where a 
person has been convicted of an 
offence, but also when there has 
been no prosecution, but it can 
be proved that the assets were 
derived from illegally obtained 
money.

“This is exactly the step that 
was missing to the country’s an-
ti-money laundering chain,” says 
Dev Bikoo, director of the Fi-
nancial Intelligence Unit (FIU), 
which is an essential part of 
gathering information on cases 
of suspected fi nancial crime. The 
chain of responsibilities in trac-
king assets and identifying their 
illegal origins is long and com-
plex, involving close collabora-
tion between several institutions. 
The FIU was created precisely 
because the fi ght against money 
laundering required the quick ex-
change of information. The unit 
deals with collecting and analy-
sing information based on Sus-
picious Transaction Reports that 
it receives from banking and non-
banking fi nancial institutions, as 
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Assets belonging to a man suspected of drug traffi cking 
were seized last week after the DPP’s offi ce lodged a case 
in court. A signal that things could get more painful for 
drug traffi ckers…

 Drug Traffi cking

Hitting 
where it hurts

S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S  ]

Money laundering explained

Drug traffi cking and money laundering go hand in hand 
for the simple reason, that those who obtained their money 
through illegal activities need to cover their tracks and pro-
tect themselves from possible prosecution. Every year, huge 
amounts of funds around the world are generated from ille-
gal activities including drugs, tax evasion, people smuggling, 
theft, and corrupt practices. These funds are mostly in the 
form of cash, which then needs to be brought into the fi nan-
cial system without raising suspicion, hence putting a dis-
tance between the money and the criminal activities. While 
money-launderers have many tactics, there are usually three 
main stages to money laundering: 
Placement – the money is deposited in a bank account to 
legitimize it, and hence make it easier to transfer and control.
Layering - money launderers may transfer their funds to a 
number of bank accounts around the world, sometimes on 
the names of other people, or via different companies to dis-
perse any clues regarding the origins of the money.
Integration – at this stage, the funds can be controlled by the 
criminals for investment into businesses, or to maintain their 
lifestyle, by purchasing luxury cars, jewelry or real estate. 
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per the Financial Intelligence and 
Anti-money Laundering Act of 
2002 (FIAMLA). “We depend 
on fi nancial institutions, but we 
have noted that in Mauritius, the 
reporting culture seems to be 
low,” says Dev Bikoo.  The FIU 
then disseminates its fi ndings to 
investigative bodies, such as the 
ICAC, the police or the MRA 
Customs. It also works clo-
sely with some 120 other FIUs 
around the world, members of an 
international organisation called 
the Egmont Group. 

Drug traffi cking accoun-
ted for 10% of the Suspicious 
Transaction Reports received 
by the FIU in 2009. Over the 
past decade, laws have progres-
sively been amended to tighten 
the net around slippery money 
launderers. Amendments to 
the Financial Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act in 2009 broa-
dened the scope of money 
laundering offences to include 
more crimes, including simple 
larceny and embezzlement, un-
der the FIAMLA. The law also 
redefi ned who should report 
suspicious transactions and the 
range of reporting institutions 
now includes more non-ban-
king services such as jewelers 

and real estate agencies. “It is 
a common money-laundering 
tactic to buy gold, which has a 
high value, which allows them 
to erase the traces of the ori-
gins of the money,” says Dev 
Bikoo. “A major loophole in 
the Dangerous Drugs Act was 
also corrected in 2008 where, 
previously, laws covering the 
arrest of drug dealers didn’t 
include Subutex,” says Supe-
rintendent Murugen. 

While presenting the bill to 
parliament, Yatin Varma also 
indicated his optimism that the 
asset recovery legislation would 
be a powerful tool, drawing on 
international experience. “Ex-
perience has shown that in ju-
risdictions such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
the Republic of Ireland and 
the Republic of South Africa, 
it pays to hit criminals where it 
really hurts, that is, in their poc-
kets,” he said. 

Imran Dhanoo, director of 
the Idrice Goomany Centre 
for drug treatment is also op-
timistic that forfeiture of assets 
would support the fi ght against 
drugs. He views last week’s case 
as an extremely positive step 
forward. “The law had provi-

sions for a person’s assets to be 
frozen during an investigation, 
but assets were never seized 
previously. This is a good means 
of tracing and punishing drug 
traffi ckers,” he says. 

Because after all, while jail 
sentences are also an impor-
tant aspect of punishment, it 
would be too easy for a drug 
traffi cker to serve time with 
the knowledge that when he 
is released, he will be able to 
enjoy the fruits of his crime. 
Our fi nancial intelligence sys-
tem is still relatively young and 
may need fi ne-tuning as it pro-
gresses. According to Imran 
Dhanoo, “the legal structures 
are there – what it needs the 
most is the cooperation of 
every single stakeholder.” He 
adds that “The problem of 
drugs concerns everyone. It’s 
not just the authorities res-
ponsibility.Civil society has a 
role to play, as do NGOs, the 
press, or parents. Someone 
who suspects that drug related 
activities are being carried out 
has a responsibility to report 
it, or it makes them an accom-
plice too.”

Melissa LOUIS

The fi ght against drug 
abuse and drug traf-
fi cking is global, and 
Singapore is no excep-
tion. According to the 
International Narco-
tics Control Strategy 
Report published by 
the US State Depart-
ment, the Government 
of Singapore enforces 
stringent counter-nar-
cotics policies through 
strict laws -- including 
the death penalty and 
corporal punishment. 
While it is not a pro-
ducer of narcotics, Sin-
gapore is an attractive 
target for money laun-
derers and drug trans-
shipment. 
In Europe, Italy is ob-
viously the major pro-
blem spot, owing to its 
location and powerful 
domestic criminal or-
ganisations. According 
to United Nations Or-
ganisation on Drugs 
and Crime, Italy is Eu-
rope's second largest 
consumer of opiates 
(behind the U.K.) and 
third largest consumer 
of cocaine (behind the 
U.K. and Spain). Closer 
to home is India, where 
a study carried out in 
2000-2001, estimated 
there were 70 million 
drug users. No studies 
have been carried out 
since. While India has 
legislation and struc-
tures meant to combat 
money laundering, the 
number of prosecutions 
and convictions re-
mains ridiculously low. 
Its massive informal 
economy, porous bor-
ders, strategic location, 
persistent corruption, 
and historically one-
rous tax administration 
contribute to its vulne-
rability to fi nancial 
crime. 
Meanwhile, the 2010 
World Drug Report, is-
sued by the United Na-
tions Offi ce on Drugs 
and Crime stated that 
Mauritius was ranked 
fi rst in Africa in terms 
of drug abuse. A report 
rejected by the prime 
minister in parliament 
early this year.

“Too easy 
for a drug 

traffi cker to 
serve time with 
the knowledge 
that when he is 
released, he will 
be able to enjoy 

the fruits 
of his crime.”

Hanging it out to dry : 
new legislation aims to 
make life more diffi cult for 
money-launderers.

Drugs: 
far-reaching 
tentacles

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S 
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In the world of cosmetics

Learning to look beautiful
“EVERY woman should at-

tend a workshop on make-up at 
least once in her life,” says Sha-
mima Dauhoo, director of Pastel 
Cosmetics. “It gives them confi -
dence in themselves and allows 
them to come across as elegant 
and sophisticated,” she adds.

And the formula is quite at-
tractive: you leave everything 
behind one Saturday to attend 
a workshop designed to teach 
you …how to make up. The day 
starts with a theoretical lecture 
on the different types of make-
up, the different uses of various 
products, from foundation to 
make-up brushes, and ends in a 
practical demonstration of how 
to manage day, evening and wed-
ding make-up. If you add to this 
that the workshop takes place in a 
hotel with meals included, it really 
is a pleasant day out. 

For last Saturday’s workshop, 
held at the Gold Crest hotel, 27 
ladies of different ages and from 
different backgrounds, ranging 
from students to teachers and 
housewives came to follow this 
basic make-up course and expe-
riment with the Pastel cosmetics 
products, imported from Turkey. 
The enthusiasm was palpable as 
the trainer, Stéphane Mootoo, 
a man in a woman’s world, took 
them through the various steps of 
choosing cosmetic products and 
using them. Every now and then, 
the ladies giggled wholeheartedly 
as the trainer explained to them 
what should not be done, which is 
what, I’m sure, all of us have been 
doing for years.

Are we, Mauritian women, 
that bad at make-up? Stéphane 
Mootoo nuances his answer, 
“The approach to make-up 
here is stereotyped. Women ge-
nerally imitate the European 
style, which is a mistake. Beau-
ticians have a duty to inculcate 
a culture of subtlety in make-up. 
The idea is for a woman to look 
naturally beautiful.” This is why 
the course starts with the choice 
of colours to buy. Stéphane ex-
plains step by step how you test 
the foundation by placing dots of 
various shades on your jaw and 
opting for the one which bears 
the closest colour to the neck. 
“This way,” he explains, “you 
have a harmonious colour when 
the face is made up.” 

Shamima informs us that 
those who missed last Satur-
day’s workshop can attend ano-
ther one next month the date of 
which is to be announced short-
ly. Pastel Cosmetics also offer 
two-day workshops for profes-
sionals who would like to master 
bridal make-up. In addition, they 
also offer advice on marketing 
techniques and the skills neces-
sary to set up a business. 

As more and more women 
fl ock in to learn the art of beau-
ty, the Pastel Cosmetics team 
congratulate themselves on being 
the offi cial sponsors of  the Miss 
Mauritius contest. They will thus 
have the privilege of making 
up the most beautiful girls of 
the country. 

Touria PRAYAG

Write to us : weekly@lexpress.mu
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Workshops by Pastel Cosmetics offer know-how as well as promoting beauty products.

Not to be mistaken 
with “mo pe alle”, 
which generally 

means “I’m going”, 
“mo pe parti” is 
usually used to 

signify a trip abroad. 
Well, bon voyaz 

then! 

Mo pe parti – 
I’m going abroad


