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Editorial ]

“Idon’t give a damn about being popular,” the minister of Com-
merce said in an interview in l’express-dimanche. For his sake, 
I sincerely hope he meant it. For, if last Tuesday’s parliamentary 
session were a popularity contest, Michael Sik Yen’s fi rst perfor-

mance as a minister promoted to Commerce would have put him at the 
bottom of the heap. For someone who boasted that he gets home at two 
am and carries on working at night and through weekends, one cannot help 
but wonder whether the minister could not do with some sleep instead. 
Many of us would be capable of a much less mediocre performance if we 
prepared for the questions in our sleep.

Watching the parliamentary exchange, I could not help but sym-
pathize with the leader of the opposition and share in his frustration 
and helplessness. It was impossible to get anything across no matter 
what language one spoke. The contrasting style of a well-prepared Paul 
Bérenger, who had done his homework thoroughly, and a diffi dent 
minister who suddenly discovered, with obvious shock, that the power 
bestowed upon him and which he seems so proud of comes with res-
ponsibilities, created a burlesque situation verging on the tragi-comic. 

In one session, Michael Sik Yuen beat the record for dodging ques-
tions without managing to wriggle his way out of trouble. First, he asked 
for the simplest of questions to be repeated, then he tried his luck with 
the vaguest of answers and, caught by an opponent with a reputation 
for not pulling his punches, said that a committee was looking into the 
matter, then another committee, before he took refuge in the promise 
that he would look into the matter himself. In the end, he plucked up 
what heart he could and admitted, almost pleadingly, that he had taken 
on the portfolio only a week before! Waw Waw! For someone who states 
that he works day and night! Sometimes silence IS golden. Besides, 
wasn’t he the minister of Business, Enterprise, Cooperatives and 
Consumer Protection? How was he protecting our interests all this 
time if he did not have a clue what was going on in the STC?

When he fi nally sat down, arms crossed like a pupil who had just been 
scolded by the headmistress, the smile on his face was ambiguous: was it 
embarrassment or relief that one could read? Or perhaps gratitude. For he 
owes quite a few ‘thank you’ notes: fi rst to the speaker who tried several 
times to rephrase the questions. Second, to the prime minister who must 
have been so embarrassed by his minister’s performance that he tried to 
advise him through a row of ministers. And, believe it or not, he even owes 
a ‘thank you’ note to Showkatally Soodhun, who must have felt so much 
pity that the initial smug expression on his face was wiped off and the self-
satisfi ed look replaced with concern as he tried to murmur some strategy 
to bail his colleague out. Fancy! I wonder whether he will have the modesty 
to send another note to his advisors and press attaché who, throughout 
the dismal performance, were running left, right and centre like headless 
chickens trying to get notes to him to try and fi sh him out of his misery. 

Well, if Michael Sik Yuen has not realised that there is a great 
difference between talk and action, he has at least the merit of having 
made everyone else realise it. 

Some ministers need to be put out to grass. Seriously. This is a 
patriotic piece of advice. 

The good, the bad 
and the hopeless

 “The changes 
in the rules will not 

improve the system”

by Touria PRAYAG

> pp. 34 - 35
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Satish BOOLELL,
Member of Parliament



You don’t need to be a native 
speaker to excel in a language, as 
one can see from the performance 
of participants at the English 
Speaking Union’s International 
Public Speaking Competition 
(IPSC). The 2011 edition in May 
had 82 national winners from 49 
countries around the world. The 
winner was Jeon Kang, from the 
Republic of Korea, who impressed 
the jury and the audience with his 
speech “Umm…I can’t teach,” 
related to this year’s theme of 
“Words are not enough.” 

A look at the list of fi nalists 
shows that they come from 
countries where English is not 
necessarily the mother ton-
gue, although it may be widely 
taught, or may even be an of-
fi cial language - Philippines, 
Malta, India, Ghana and China. 
Yet, these young people became 
representatives of their countries 
in London, thanks to their ability 
to use English fl uently and com-
municate with the charisma and 
eloquence of a great public spea-
ker. This year, Mauritius was re-
presented by Shaun Payen, with 
a speech entitled “Actions speak 
louder than words – I’m aware, 
are you?” And over the years, 
we have not done so badly. In 
2009, the IPSC was won by the 
Mauritian participant, Sebastien 
Ng Kuet Leong, while last year, 
Advik Goorah was among the 
six fi nalists. 

Celebrating 
Music Day
The Conservatoire 
National de Musique François 
Mitterand (CNMFM) is organi-
sing several activities for Music 
Day. On Sunday 19th June, an 
outdoor music event will be held 
at the Conservatoire in Quatre 
Bornes from 10am to 2pm, fol-
lowed by a second event from 
3.30pm to 6pm with classical 
music, pop and jazz. On Tues-
day 21st June, a concert will be 
held at the MGI in Moka, brin-
ging together musicians from 
the Conservatoire and the MGI. 
Entrance to both events will be 
free. Call the CNMFM on 424 
1012 for more information.

Tritonik
Eric Triton teams up with drum-
mer Norbert Planel and tabla 
player Shakti Shane Ramchurn 
to make a unique trio called Tri-
tonik. They will perform at the 
Kafét@ in Rose Hill on Satur-

day 18th and Sunday 
19th June at 8pm 
and 2pm respecti-
vely. Tickets cost Rs 

250. C a l l 
Rezo 

Otayo 
on 466 9999 

for reservations.

Discover the South
Pat Loisirs is organizing an ou-
ting in the south on Sunday 26th 
June. Discover places like Belle 
Ombre, Pointe-Citronniers, 
Beau-Champ, Baie du Jacotet 
amongst others. The trail will co-
ver 15 kilometres. 
Par ticipation 
fees are at Rs 
250 for adults 
and Rs 200 for 
children. Call 
on 764 7192 
for reservations 
by Friday 24th 
June. 
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Week at a glance ]

Back to the old polemic 
A storm in a poison cup

Thought 
for the Day]
“Laughing faces do not 
mean that there is absence 
of sorrow but it means that 
they have 
the ability 
to deal 
with it.”

Events ]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stéphane BENOIT

Across the 
frontiers

To the chagrin of the pri-
vate sector, the governor of the 
Bank of Mauritius, Rundheer-
sing Bheenick, once again raised 
the interest rate by 25 points to 
5.5%. This is part of a process to 
try to cope with galloping infl a-
tion by reducing the amount of 
cash entering the economy. The 
private sector, however, remains 
hostile to any further rate rises 
as it raises the costs for a sector 
that relies heavily on borrowing 
for investments. A high interest 
rate also means that foreign in-
vestors, to capitalize on high in-
terest rates, choose to park their 
money in Mauritius driving up 
the Mauritian rupee, which eats 
away at the profi t of companies 
earning foreign exchange, such as 
exporters, sugar and tourism. The 
governor has chosen, correctly, to 
control infl ation for a weary po-
pulation, rather than cave in to the 
private sector’s demands.  

Controlling 
infl ation

CRIME getting younger, 
crime feminised, crime by those 
who are supposed to care most, 
crime and punishment, crime 
with all the sauces. We have seen 
it all this week. From the sen-
tences infl icted on the monsters 
who raped and murdered two-
year old Anita Jolita to the re-
cent murder allegedly involving 
minors and the crime committed 
against children by their own pa-
rents who admit to having ‘sold’ 
them, we are left with a feeling of 
disgust and revulsion. 

But the perpetrators of these 
crimes are not the ones who got 
the attention this week. Rather, 
we have seen a new phenome-
non: all parents turned into cri-
minals or at least “accomplices” 
of their own children who com-
mit the horrifi c crime of …mis-
sing school in the third term!

There comes a point where 
parents are sick and tired of ha-
ving it rammed into their faces 
that they are irresponsible, ca-
reless or unsupportive. We have 
reached that point and beyond. 

First, there was the idea of 
SMS communication, not exact-
ly the greatest invention since 
sliced bread but it allowed some 
parents to know where their chil-
dren were or rather where they 
were not. Suddenly it turned into 
the only way of saving ALL chil-
dren, and accusing fi ngers soon 
started pointing at parents who 
did not feel the need to show 
any distrust for their children 
by having them tracked down 
by the school. 

Now, absenteeism has be-
come the newly-discovered 
enemy and the suggestion to 
“force” children, through some 
legislation, to attend school is 
being fl oated. Again, the “pa-
rents’ complicity” is pointed 
out by some knowing rectors 
who declare to the press that 
“parents cover up their chil-
dren’s acts.” One would really 
think that one is in a criminal 
court! 

A closer look reveals that 
rectors know that the pupils in 
question are absent from scho-
ol because they fi nd it more ef-
fi cient to revise at home, that 
teachers make it a point to fi -
nish the syllabus early to allow 
the pupils time to engage in 
revision work and that, above 
all, absenteeism, according to 
the same rector’s admission, 
“does not have an effect on the 
students’ results”. The rector 
interviewed for this edition 
adds, however, that “From now 
on, we shall keep a little bit for 
the beginning of the third 
term to force 
the 

pupils to come to school.” In 
other words, teachers will be 
forced to work less effi ciently 
so that they and the pupils 
come to school for no reason. 

And, if another guilt trip 
were needed, here it is: parents 
do not go to their children’s 
school because they say they 
have work to do! Another crime! 

The most brilliant sugges-
tion, though, is the one made 
by some of our esteemed pro-
fessionals who call for “severe 
legislation” to force pupils to 
go and sit at school. I agree 
and I suggest that we intro-
duce similar laws in all profes-
sions to force customers to buy 
products and services. I would 
like to propose a law to make 
buying newspapers compul-
sory for everyone. That way, I 
will worry less about the quali 
ty and have time to purge my-
self of the guilt of being an ir-
responsible parent by going to 
my children’s school to sit and 
watch matrons sending SMSs 
to parents who don’t need 
them, using my money.

How about a law forcing 
people to do their jobs without 
poisoning anyone’s life? How 
about making schools more 
appealing, instead, through ac-
tivities children want to engage 
in? Even Music Day is regulated 
these days to rob it of any sem-
blance of fun. Did our experts 
not fi nd anything wrong with 
that? (See also pp. 40-41)

Touria PRAYAG  

“How about 
making schools 
more appealing, 

through 
activities 

children want to 
engage in?”

The spotlight 
falls once again 
on secondary 
schools as the 
absenteism  
problem conti-
nues to worry 
the authorities.L
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The Prime Minister at 
the Mauritius Investment 

Forum:
“Lame duck institutions 

that are frustrating our 
efforts to meet the expecta-
tions of the nation will have 

to be phased out.”

Michael Sik Yuen to a 
question about hedging 

interest,
“The interest on hedging 

has to be paid by somebody 
and that somebody is the 

consumer.” From someone 
who is supposed to protect 
the consumers’ interests?!

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

By-elections in Rodrigues
Little to celebrate

The scenes of jubilation at 
the conclusion of the by-elec-
tions in Rodrigues for Grande 
Montagne and Baie aux Huitres 
might be a little misleading. 

The by-elections returned 2 
candidates from the Mouvement 
Rodriguais (MR) and 2 from 
the Front Patriotique Rodriguais 
(FPR), splintered from the MR, 
led by former Chief Commissio-
ner Johnson Roussety. The scene 
is robbed of its euphoria if one 
keeps in mind the high levels of 
abstentions, 57.8% for Grande 
Montagne and 52% for Baie 
aux Huitres, and the fact that the 
only remaining major party, the 

Organization du Peuple Rodri-
guais (OPR) led by Serge Clair 
boycotted the polls. A state of 
affairs brought about after the 
OPR resigned en masse from 
the RRA, in March, over the no-
mination of Gaetan Jabeemissar 
to replace Roussety. 

The way the MR and Port 
Louis especially, should view 
these results is resentment 
against the heavy-handed man-
ner in which Port Louis deals 
with Port Mathurin and disillu-
sionment with an RRA widely 
perceived to be powerless. In 
other words, the results are not 
good news at all.

AT least 40,000 people gathe-
red at Marie Reine de La Paix in 
Port Louis last Sunday as part 
of the Marche des Vocations, 
coinciding with the celebration 
of Pentecost. Splashes of red, 
orange and yellow decorated the 
place of worship - the colours of 
the t-shirts worn by participants 
to represent fi re. This comme-
morates the day of Pentecost, 
when God’s Holy Spirit des-
cended in the form of fl ames on 
the disciples of Christ after his 
resurrection. The theme of this 
year’s celebration was “Avek 

Marie…ouver nou leker ar les-
prit sain.” (With Mary…open 
our hearts to the Holy Spirit). 

The Marche des Vocations has 
always focused on young people, 
but now places more impor-
tance on families as a whole. The 
event is a fundraiser to put young 
people through seminary and is a 
way for the Church to call out to 
young people to heed a calling and 
join the Catholic Church as priests 
and nuns. This year the Diocese 
hoped to raise Rs 5.8 million for 
seminarians to study in France, 
Mauritius and Rodrigues. 

Pentecost
Flames of devotion

Crowds of pilgrims dressed 
in the colours of fi re were 
present for the celebration 
of Pentecost. FA
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Electoral fervour among the winners in spite of the high abstention levels.
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Shedding light 
on the monkey 
business

It’s a cognitive dissonance of staggering pro-
portions. A country that prides itself on its 
spiritual bent and tourism industry is also the 
world’s second largest exporter of macaques 

for medical experiments. How can that be? Accor-
ding to Michelle Thew, the CEO of the British Union 
for the Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV), it’s largely 
due to the fact that this ignominious business built 
on “a chain of suffering” remains “hidden and se-
cretive”. Hopefully, BUAV’s visit here will help bring 
the trade in monkeys to the fore and, more impor-
tantly, stimulate some debate about a business that 
infl icts untold pain and trauma on a species that 
resembles us very closely.  

It’s a well known argument: the macaques are vital 
to the advancement of medical research and, especially, 
the discovery of remedies for hitherto incurable dis-
eases. Yet, using the example of AIDS, Thew explained 
that there is absolutely no evidence showing that these 
monkeys have been useful in the elaboration of cures. 
Bella Williams of the Understanding Animal Research 
(UAR), which purports to “build informed public sup-
port and a favourable policy climate for humane animal 
research in the UK” affi rms, on the other hand, that the 
use of macaques has yielded some important medical 
breakthroughs. Who to believe?  

That’s a tough one because the jury is largely still out 
on this issue. Naturally, it’s in their respective interests 
to “defend their mountains”, as the saying goes, but this 
dichotomy is serious enough to warrant further investi-
gations. Over and above its philosophical implications, we 
must also ask whether “humane animal research” is even 
possible. If not then UAR is on some rather shaky ground. 

Another oft-bandied argument is that the trade helps 
keep the macaque population in check, thus minimising 
its impact on our indigenous wildlife. But this excuse 
appears to be specious. In Lost Land of the Dodo, his 
ecological history of the Mascarenes, Anthony Cheke 
writes the following: “Scapegoated for centuries of wild-
life abuse, the monkeys fi nally got their own study in the 
1980s – the results disconcerting the conservationists 
by apparently absolving the monkeys from guilt […]. In 
native forest monkeys were relatively scarce, and while 
some damage to endemic trees was recognised, the 
study, spread discontinuously over several years, failed 
to reveal the way in which the animals move around 
seasonally, targeting fruiting guavas, favourite trees and 
other likely food sources, including active ‘birdwatch-
ing’, presumably to fi nd nests”.

When all else fails, those in favour of monkey ex-
ports argue that the industry is a vital source of funding 
for conservation efforts in Mauritius. Indeed, the bulk 
of the Conservation Fund comes from the levy paid by 
macaque breeders. Basically, monkeys help save other 
species by dying. This paradox is a bit reminiscent of the 
Consolidated Fund which pockets 58% of the profi ts from 
the National Lottery: it takes money from the poor to fi -
nance projects for the poor. So, again, this is a moot point. 

What this shows is that none of the arguments put 
forward by the industry are conclusive. Not that the 
authorities care, mind you. They’re in a brilliant posi-
tion: they continue to dole out permits without having 
to justify their actions. Hopefully, BUAV’s visit will make 
them think a little harder and, especially, deeper about 
the ramifi cations of their decisions. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Judiciary 

What to make of 
the lawyer’s law?
The Law Practitioners (Amendment) Bill aims to modernize 
the legal profession. Yet not everyone agrees it’s the best way 
of going about the task.  

You might not have 
heard a lot about it yet, 
but the Law Practitio-
ners (Amendment) 

Bill, which was introduced in 
Parliament a few weeks ago, is 
belatedly creating something 
of a buzz amongst legal pro-
fessionals. Indeed, reservations 
are being expressed about the 
fact that it will shift the onus 
of conducting Bar exams from 
the Council of Legal Educa-
tion (CLE) to the University 
of Mauritius. The former will, 
in effect, be replaced by the 
Council for Vocational Legal 
Education (CVLE). In addition, 
the bill will allow Mauritian na-
tionals who’ve been called to 
the Bar in any of the 54 Com-
monwealth countries, as well as 
the United States, to practice 
law here, without further exa-
mination. The Chief justice, 
Bernard Sik Yuen, has set up a 
team to study the implications 
of this deceptively unassuming 

bit of legislation.
To accommodate its new 

set of responsibilities, the UoM 
will establish a Department 
for Professional Legal Studies. 
During a press conference held 
in May, the Attorney general, 
Yatin Varma, justifi ed this deci-
sion by saying that it’s a way of 
making access to the legal pro-
fession “more equitable”. “Stu-
dents have complained that the 
courses are too academic. We 
propose to render them more 
practical so that students will 
now be trained in subjects like 
conferencing and drafting”. For 
“too academic”, read fi endishly 
tough. In 2009, a grand total 
of three candidates out of 56 
passed the Bar exam. Similarly, 
only three lucky candidates out 
of a whopping 70 made the 
grade last year. 

As these fi gures show, so-
mething in the system is pro-
bably amiss, but is the decision 
to outsource the organization 

of Bar exam to an academic 
rather professional institution 
the solution? For attorney Ro-
bin Mardemootoo, the low pass 
rate is not a bad thing in itself; 
rather it’s a way of ensuring that 
law practitioners are of an “ac-
ceptable standard”. He fears 
that the shift could result in a 
dumbing down of the profes-
sion. “Law school teaches you 
principles of law and legal rea-
soning. Professional law exams 
ensure you have the required 
aptitude to practice law in a 
particular jurisdiction,” he af-
fi rms. And until now, that was 
the case. The CLE dispensed 
vocational courses, chose the 
lecturers and organised the 
exams; in effect, it decided 
“who can practice law” in Mau-
ritius. 

If the UoM, rather than a 
purely professional supervisory 
body, does indeed end up being 
the institution that decides who 
can be called to the Bar, this will 

The Supreme Court: where aspiring lawyers want to go.
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differentiate Mauritius from 
most other countries. A former 
chairman of the CLE says that 
the extremely low pass rate of 
the Bar exams perhaps indicates 
that “something is wrong”. On 
the other hand, he also realizes 
that “students always complain 
when they fail.” In any event, 
he doesn’t think that the new 
system will be too radical a 
departure from what came be-
fore. “Whatever the institution, 
it will presumably use many of 
the same people that the CLE 
used,” he opines before remar-
king that the Bar exam is “a 
professional degree, not simply 
an academic one.”   

The chairman of the soon 
to be defunct CLE, Justice Paul 
Lam Shan Lee, preferred not 
to comment but confi rmed that 
a group has been asked to exa-
mine the issue. And, although 
the CLE will be replaced by the 
CVLE, the latter will have far 
fewer powers than its predeces-
sor in that it will not be entitled 
to organize courses or exams. 
Having said that, it will be en-
trusted with vetting those who 
will dispense vocational courses 
and the conduct of supervise 
Bar examinations, as well as 
establishing the list of practitio-
ners able to conduct pupilage 
schemes. Another difference is 
that the chairman of the CVLE 
will not necessarily have to be 
a judge, as it’s been the case 
for the CLE. Magistrates, legal 
practitioners and legal offi cers 
with more than 10 years of ex-
perience will also be eligible. 

So, is all this truly a bad 
thing? “It’s obvious that the 
system needs to be reviewed,” 
opines, for his part, Kishore 
Pertab, a barrister. “Because 
the Bar exam is a professio-
nal exam, it has to be geared 
more towards the practical side 
of things. How many students 
are really familiar with the 
workings of disciplinary com-

mittees, the Industrial Court, 
the Mediation Court and the 
Appeals Court?” He would 
like to see a greater emphasis 
placed on practical experience 
and less on examinations.   

For Sandhya, however, the 
real issue hinges on how the 
courses are conducted, not 
about who dispenses the exams. 
This 31 year-old LLB (Bache-
lor of Laws) holder, who hopes 
to pass the Bar exam later this 
year after having failed last 
time around, is worried that the 
UoM’s Department of Profes-
sional Legal Studies will simply 
make the same mistakes as the 
CLE. “The syllabus isn’t dif-
fi cult, it’s just far too vast: you 
have to cover 26 modules in 6 
months, compared to an ave-
rage of 12 modules per year du-
ring the LLB. The whole course 
has to be restructured.” She also 
notes that the law practitioners 
who dispense the vocational 
courses sometimes lack “peda-

gogical skills”. 
Another potential upheaval 

contained in the Law Practi-
tioners (Amendment) Bill its 
proposal to “enable a citizen of 
Mauritius who has obtained a 
professional qualifi cation as, 

or equivalent to that of, barris-
ter in another Commonwealth 
country or the United States to 
apply for admission to practise 
in Mauritius as a barrister”. By 
massively extending a privilege, 
which, hitherto, was only avai-
lable to barristers having prac-
ticed in the United Kingdom, 
this bill has created fears that 
people unfamiliar with the 
country’s unique mixture of 
English and French law are thus 
unable to represent the best in-
terests of their clients. 

“I am in favour of a system 
which makes it compulsory for 
anyone who wishes to practice 
in Mauritius to take the pro-
fessional exams in Mauritius. 
If you want to practice in New 
York, you have to take the New 
York Bar exam; if you want to 
practice in England, you have to 
take the English Bar exam. Why 
should it be different in Mauri-
tius? It doesn’t make any sense. 
All it does is make life easy for 

people. It doesn’t help the le-
gal profession and it certainly 
lowers the standard of law prac-
tice in Mauritius. One should be 
required to prove one’s capacity 
to practice in this jurisdiction 
under the laws of this jurisdic-
tion before one is admitted as 
a law practitioner,” rails Robin 
Mardemootoo. 

For his part, Kishore Per-
tab considers that this decision 
is in line with the authorities’ 
intention to open up the legal 
profession, even if it will “cause 
certain complications”. What 
he doesn’t understand, howe-
ver, is the principle of offering 
people who’ve been called to 
the Bar abroad the opportunity 
to practice here without there 
being any element of recipro-
city involved. Surprisingly, this 
privilege has not been extended 
to those who have been cal-
led to the Bar in France, even 
though most of our Private 
Law, such as family law, the 
law of contracts and torts and 
property law, is drawn from 
French law. The barrister offers 
a possible explanation for this: 
“Government wants to develop 
the country as a fi nancial centre 
and given that most Com-
monwealth countries use similar 
corporate laws as Mauritius, it 
sort of makes sense”. 

As the former chairman of 
the CLE explains, only time will 
tell us the true worth of the Law 
Practitioners (Amendment) 
Bill. Given how far-reaching it 
could end up being, it would be 
constructive, in the meantime, 
to hear exactly what profes-
sional bodies, such as the Bar 
Council, Chambre des Notaires 
and the Law Society, on this 
piece legislation. The silence of 
professions renowned for their 
outspokenness on an issue of 
such magnitude is confounding, 
to say the least.  

Nicholas RAINER 

IN the article entitled “Shadows of 
their former selves” in l’express Weekly 
of Friday last, a long-time inhabitant of 
Rose Hill is quoted as praising the Mu-
nicipality of Beau Bassin/Rose Hill for 
the decision taken to evict all the food 
hawkers from Place Margéot. In fact, the 
move followed a court action entered by 
our Association in December last year 
and in response to formal orders issued 
by the Honourable Judge A.F.Chui Yew 
Cheong to prevent all hawkers and/or 
“marchands ambulants” not holding the 
appropriate licences to trade in the town 
of Beau Bassin/Rose Hill which includes 
the town centre of Rose Hill. However, 
the then newly elected Mayor, Mr. Nor-
bert Froget, played a very determinant 
role in carrying out the court orders.

One particular aspect which deserves 

attention in that case is that the traders of 
Rose Hill, beside paying their trade licence 
fees to the Municipality to be able to ope-
rate and be afforded maximum protection 
against illegal trading activities, have been 
required to collectively disburse a sizable 
sum to apply for the injunction from the 
Supreme Court. The law, as it stands, does 
provide for the action to be taken by the 
Municipal Council to protect the lawful 
rights of traders but, unfortunately, the 
appropriate measures were never taken, in 
spite of our repeated protests, to prevent 
illegal hawking activities in the town centre 
of Rose Hill, more specifi cally. Hence, the 

decision reached to fi nally take the mat-
ter to court. Even there, a team of private 
lawyers paid from public funds made up of 
fees and taxes from traders, among other 
taxpayers, was mobilized to oppose the 
move for justice.

The other pertinent point raised by 
the person in that same article is the lack 
of coordination between the Municipality 
and the Police. As a result, the problem 
of hawkers, among others, has not been 
satisfactorily addressed up to now. Each 
party seems to be blaming the other for 
not doing enough to bring the situation 
under control. From the Municipality’s 

stand point, apart from expressing fear 
that the Inspectors might be physically as-
saulted should action be taken against the 
hardcore individuals engaging in illegal 
hawking activities, the chronic shortage 
of staff is the other reason put forward 
for failing to act and carry out the court 
orders. As for the Police, it is pointed out 
that the statutory responsibility for the 
control of hawkers entirely rests with the 
Municipal Council’s offi cers and the lat-
ter have full powers to take action. So, wi-
thout a determined and concerted effort 
on the part of the two law enforcement 
bodies, there is hardly any hope, in spite 
of the judge’s orders, that the problem will 
soon be resolved.

M.I.ABDOOLAH
Secretary  
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From the Association des Commercants 
de Beau-Bassin — Rose-Hill
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■ There has been a lot of noise made by the Op-
position about the Local Government Bill. What 
are you unhappy about? 

I am not unhappy about anything. I have yet 
to see the bill. One minister has come forward and 
started issuing a lot of vague statements ranging 
from who has the right to be a candidate and who 
doesn’t, talks about councillors   crossing the fl oor 
and everybody starts over-reacting. I think that 
we have to wait. My impression is that he is on a 
fi shing expedition and, depending on the political 
and popular reaction, it will be decided which fi sh 
he is going to catch and whether the fi sh will be of 
a protected species
■ Isn’t that another way of saying he is putting 
the bill up for discussion in an attempt to in-
volve everyone in the discussion and have you 
all onboard?

This is not the way to go about discussion on 
any subject. One needs to embark on a consultative 
process. There are a lot of people involved. There’s so-
mething unique about this country. We have enough 

laws to export to the world and still another piece of 
legislation is coming in. It’s not the type of law you 
would wish to export to any democracy, with its nu-
merous pitfalls. 
■ Let’s talk about the elements involved in the 
proposed legislation. Hervé Aimée says that 
when you are an MP, you cannot stand for mu-
nicipal elections. What’s wrong with that?

At the end of the day, I am not overly worried 
whether an MP is allowed to stand as candidate or not. 
■ So what are you on about?

It’s just the attempt at changing the rules of the 
game and imposing upon MPs a new set of arbitrary 
rules according to the whims and fancies of a minister.
■ Isn’t that called reform? 

No, this is not reform. This is like you have a 
football match that’s going to be played. The match 
has been postponed for almost a year and when the 
players are ready, they learn that the rules of the game 
are being changed to suit the referee in the name of 
progress and reform. One might as well hold no match 
and proclaim the results.
■ But the rules of the game are being 
changed for ALL MPs, not just for those in 
the Opposition.

Yes, but at the end of the day, we know who 

these changes are aimed at. They are aimed at those 
candidates who are already sitting MPs in their 
constituencies and who form the very backbone of 
the opposition.
■ Government MPs will not be able to stand 
either. 

But we have the majority of MPs from the urban 
areas and these are the ones earmarked to get shot.  
Why shouldn’t an MP be able to stand for elections to 
a Municipal Council? Maybe we will have to go in the 
fi rst place to the Human Rights Commission to fi nd 
out whether we have rights as citizens too.
■ An MP already has a position and is generally 
exercising a profession, what time do they have 
left for yet another huge responsibility? 

An MP has the right to serve in a constituency and 
in a municipality. May I refer you to the example of 
JacquesChirac as deputé  and maire de Paris
■ Oh well, if this is about the right to serve, then 
thank you. That is very nice. 

It’s about serving. It’s only recently that councillors 
have been paid. Before it was almost benevolent.
■ It was benevolent if you discounted the tra-
velling and the manzé boir.  

We are talking about 2011, after fi ve years of 
administration run by the government in collabo-
ration with the government, blessed by the govern-
ment. No municipality has remained unscathed 
in an unprecedented spending spree: catamarans, 
over generous hospitality, private jets, sale of mar-
ket stalls, golden boots and dustbins fi t to grace the 
royal kitchens. An ineffective management of the 
institutions with municipal tax payers not having 
value for money. And to top it all, elections being 
delayed thus fl aunting democracy!
■ Now you are shifting the debate. 

No. We have yet to know when these elections are 
being held. We wish to be reassured that elections are 
coming up this year. The strength of the MMM is our 
capacity to present strong teams anywhere and any 
time the minister wants to call elections, we are ready. 
Whether MPs are allowed to stand or not is irrelevant.
■ But that is what you have been making a lot 
of noise about! 

No, we have been fi ghting about the principle 
of democracy being fl aunted. Local democracy, ur-
ban democracy being fl aunted. We are not unduly 
concerned as to whether an MP has the right to be 
a candidate or not. No one is indispensable not even 
the minister.
■ So you don’t mind not being allowed to stand 
as candidate for the Municipal Council? 

I don’t mind! What I do mind is that in a country 
where it is my birthright to stand as a candidate for any 
election I want, I am being told what is good for me. 
Let the electors of Curepipe decide!
■ Is this really about being able to serve the 
country or about hogging power?

When you are in the Opposition and you stand  in  
an election, let the people decide  if  they do not want 
us. It’s so simple. 
■ But you are not opening up to new talent. You 
are not allowing others to emerge. You want to 
hog everything. 

But we are not yet showing our cards. Why should 
we? They are not showing theirs. Should we propose 
new talent only to see them being pressured straight 
away in occult ways not to oppose government? We 
can wait. 
■ By opposing the bill you are showing your 
cards. They are saying ‘We are happy for other 
people to emerge’. You’re saying ‘No. We want 
everything’. 

We have been provoking a lot of local debates on 
some major municipal issues and we want a conse-
quential number of the candidates to be women. But 
in the fi nal reckoning, it is the party that will fi eld the 
competent and meritorious candidates and we have 
enough candidates, young, female, mature, no matter 
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 “The changes in 
the rules will not 
improve the system”

Angry about what he sees as a lack of 
consultation by the government over 
the municipal elections issue, Satish 
Boolell, MP for Curepipe and member 
of the MMM, puts forward the 
viewpoint of the opposition. 
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Satish Boolell,
Member of Parliament



what happens. 
■ Do you agree then with the principle 
that you can’t hog power? 

They are in power. We in the opposition 
only have the power of questioning. 
■ But that is power too.

(Raises his voice) No, that is not power. 
The ministers can simply refuse to answer 
the questions as they do so often. There is no 
compulsion on any minister to avoid hedging 
and deliberately refusing to answer queries!
■ Do you allow them to get away with 
not answering the questions? 

Who holds the budget strings? Who 
holds the purse strings of power? You ask 
your questions, the minister can refuse to 
answer them. I have heard ad nauseam from 
the Speaker ever since I got elected that no-
body can force a minister to answer. They 
have the power and they want to prevent 
others from having rights at local govern-
ment level. Why can the game not be played 
according to the rules that have always been 
in place? Do you think that in countries like 
France, England, the US etc. you can restrict 
liberties in such a way?  
■ Why should we follow other countries 
blindly? Can’t we talk about the prin-
ciples underlining the bill, instead?

Are we going to introduce a system 
where we ask other countries to do like 
us? Either we believe in democratic prin-
ciples and apply them or we become 
totally ambitious like those who are im-
plementing colourable devices to achieve 
municipal power.
■ Nobody is asking other countries to 
follow. We do what suits us. They do 
what suits them.

I cannot, under the most extreme cir-
cumstances, think that the changes in the 
rules indicate any deep-seated desire to im-
prove the system and allow new candidates 
to come in. It is all a power game about using 
all the means at the minister’s disposal to un-
settle the population and masking the all too 
ineffective and corrupt administration sagas 
we have constantly witnessed!
■ But if the old people clear the way, 
aren’t new candidates going to emerge?  

In any case, if you had about 18 
councillors in a town like Curepipe where I 
am one of the MPs, obviously 15 new can-
didates will emerge. 
■ Why can’t we allow 18 candidates to 
emerge? 

What I would have loved is the game 
being played according to the rules that have 
been set for almost half a century.
■ That means you are opposing 
change. 

No. After the game has been played 
and the results known, consultations with 
stakeholders at all levels may start about 
subsequent changes to the system following 
consultations with all stake holders. I am 
not convinced that any game is going to 
be played between now and October - and 
when the minister says October - he did not 
specify the year. If the minister needs to im-
prove municipal effi ciency, he should ask 
all those councillors who are in post to stop 
overstaying their welcome as their mandates 
are over. They should resign and stop taking 
the allocations as our councillors did.
■ Yes, your councillors stopped ta-
king the money but we were happy 
to continue taking the trips and 
other advantages. 

Our councillors have never taken any 
trips. We are not in any private jets or on any 
catamaran, living off the fat of the land and 
buying boots or having to attend post gra-
duate sessions at the ICAC.
■ Joe Lesjongard says that it is your bill 
anyway that is being presented in some 
form or another. Aren’t you happy 
about that? 

You should ask Joe Lesjongard. When 
we see the fi nal product, we compare it to 
what there was before. This minister is intelli-
gent enough to present a bill according to his 
own intellect or that of his advisers.
■ What are these discussions about 
then?

What discussions? Discussions have not 
started yet. Nothing has been presented. 
We have one statement from the minister 
on the radio, one interview in the press with 
lovely pictures of the minister attached . I’d 
rather see pictures of the fi elded candidates. 
I think the waiting game is to see what they 
have conceived and if they need a Caesarean 
section or  will deliver through forceps. My 
impression is that it is nevertheless a fi shing 
expedition. Let the public judge and vote 
accordingly.
■ Well, we are judging you: we are 
saying you want to accumulate res-
ponsibilities.

Why not? I’ll talk about my personal 
case. I’m the Member of Parliament for 
Curepipe. Why should I not be there as a 
councillor to help the citizens of Curepipe 
get a better deal. It is also about cleaning out 
those stables which stink.
■ Why don’t you let the younger people 
of your party do the cleaning up? 

Nobody knows as yet who the candi-
dates are. We have a lot of people waiting 
and there will inevitably be a fi nal product. 
■ So why do you want to clean up the 
stables yourself when there are other 
people in your party waiting to do just 
that?

I am sure there are members of my party 
who can, and I am sure that even if they are 
MPs they would be able to do so. But again, 
we cannot change the issue from what it cur-
rently is. I do not credit the minister and his 
government with a sense of fair play in the 
changing of the rules. The ease with which 
changes are implemented worries me, a dic-
tatorial streak no doubt.
■ Where do you see dictatorship? 

In changing the rules of the game wi-
thout consultation with the opposition and 
other stake holders. Consultation doesn’t 
mean issuing abrasive statements about 
not having to take any lessons from x, y or 
z. Consultation  according to  the English 
dictionary means talking to everyone. There 
is something called consensus. There should 
be consensus. 
■ How can there be consensus if your 
opponents have the majority? They call 
the shots. 

We are not calling any shots. We just want 
to impress upon the population how elec-
tions are being held in this country.
■ How are they being held? 

There is something called the power of 
money, the power of corrupting minds.
■ Is it only they who have the money? 
Don’t you have any money?

Then I strongly advise you to look at the 
expenses incurred in  the last elections and 
compare them to ours. My impression is that 

if you’re trying to defend the minister…
■ Of course! He’s promised me a ticket 
for the Municipal Elections.

(Laughs) Oh, I understand now why you 
agree with everything he said…
■ Well, not everything. For that, he’d 
need to offer me two tickets: one for 
the Legislative Assembly and one for 
the Municipalities.

(Outburst of laughter)
■ Are you preparing yourselves for 
the Municipal elections in October 
this year or are you going to be caught 
unawares? 

It’s not a question of being caught 
unawares. In the opposition we are ready. 
They call the tune. If they call the elections 
for next month, we will be ready. When I 
entered the assembly I said that it was the 
theatre of dreams. 
■ Why did you say that? 

There are so many things that are 
said, just to keep the muscles of speech 
working. Nothing concrete comes out of 
it. So in the end, I tend not to dwell on the 
hypothetical. 
■ You were vociferous about the Me-
dPoint clinic. Are you satisfi ed that 
things are being done to your satisfac-
tion?

I’ll use the language of the government: 
the case is with the ICAC and I’m not pre-
pared to comment on anything that’s with 
the ICAC. My question is, “When will we 
get geriatric wards in all hospitals?” I do not 
agree with the principle of parking the elderly 
from all over the island in a centralised insti-
tution almost like a jail and expecting them 
to get  better service. 
■ Will you go to MedPoint one day? 

(Hesitates) I’ll probably go to Brown Se-
quard at the rate things are going! No, I do 
not think the policy of a centralized geriatric 
hospital is the correct one and that it appeals 
to me.
■ You are not concerned about the alle-
ged corruption involved, are you? 

 I am leaving it to the authorities to en-
quire about that. At the end of the day, there 
will hopefully be a report which we are all 
waiting to see. 
■ Are we going to see it in our lifetime? 

What is life without hope? 
■ How are you living your life as an 
MP? 

I am much more relaxed now that I am 
out of the mortuary. 
■ We thought you enjoyed the company 
of the dead. 

I did, otherwise I would not have been 
able to work in the forensic department. The 
dead do not speak, they do not change the 
rules of the mortuary before an autopsy and 
they do not pay bribes.
■ The company of he dead must have 
left an indelible mark in your life, 
hasn’t it?

Oh yes. When you have been like me in 
the mortuary and seen the high and mighty 
leave this world with nothing, you become 
a philosopher. I have practised autopsies on 
the same slab on millionaires, politicians and 
slum dogs alike. You start thinking that there 
must be another purpose to life than survi-
ving with hatred or prejudice.

TOURIA PRAYAG

PHOTOS:  Fabien DUBESSAY
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 “The match has 
been postponed 
for almost a year 

and when the 
players are ready, 
they learn that the 
rules of the game 
are being changed 
to suit the referee 

in the name of 
progress and 

reform.”



At the start of the su-
gar crop season, at a 
function in the Amma 
Tookay Kovil Temple, 

Prime Minister Navin Ramgoo-
lam announced that “The fi rst two 
phases of the reforms – the pro-
duction of refi ned sugar and the 
production of electricity for CEB – 
are on the right track. Only the fi nal 
phase, the production of ethanol, 

is being scrutinised 
by his offi ce.” A 
conclusion that 

met with 

the approval of Jacques D’Unien-
ville, CEO of Omni Cane limited, 
who also addressed the function 
and promised that the remaining 
plank of the reform, ethanol pro-
duction, “is also a very inclusive 
one at the national level.” 

A restructuring that the 
government engaged in when 
in 2003, Australia, Brazil and 
Thailand challenged the price 
that the European Union (EU) 
was paying for Mauritian sugar, 
amongst exports from other su-
gar-producing ex-colonies, at 
the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO).  The WTO framework 

agreement of the 1st of August 
2004 called for an end to export 
subsidies, including Mauritian 
sugar, a ruling upheld by the 
WTO panel in April 2005. 

With prices crashing by 39%, 
the Sugar industry, long nestled 
throughout its post-colonial exis-
tence with guaranteed markets and 
above-market prices and bagging 
a cool $300 million in foreign ex-
change earnings a year, now no lon-
ger found itself profi table and was 
out looking for love…or a handout. 
And they got plenty of both.  

These came in the form of 
funds supplied by the EU, which 
in its own estimation, was for the 
restructuring of the economy away 
from sugar production. The last 
tranche came in the form of RS. 
730 million for the last budget alone. 

The government however, 
thought differently. “From the 
prime minister’s recent speech,” 
Rada Kistnasamy of LALIT 
points out, “we learn that the go-
vernment took the political decision 

to use the billions 
from the EU to 
put the sugar 
industry on 
life support.”  
The funds 
were used to 
restructure 
the ‘Sugar in-

dustry’ into the ‘cane industry’. 
Patrick Assirvaden, President 

of the Labour Party, qualifi es this, 
“Sugar has no future, but cane cer-
tainly does. It is used to make ba-
gasse, ethanol, and refi ned sugar for 
export, alcohol, and rum. There is 
also what we call the ‘multi fl ex’ fac-
tories producing other value-added 
products out of the by-products.” 
Aside from land being re-invented 
as luxury IRS real estate, massive 
redundancies and centralization of 
cane production, the centerpiece of 
the reform was power production 
from Bagasse. How successful is it? 

Confi dential deal
A document released by the 

government titled ‘A Roadmap for 
the Mauritius Sugar Cane Industry 
for the 21st century’ in September 
2005 envisaged 1,700 GWh of 
electricity produced by the sugar es-
tates (now rebranded Independent 
Power Producers-IPPs) by 2015 
by burning a mixture of bagasse 
and coal.  As matters stand today, 
according to fi gures from the Cen-
tral Electricity Board (CEB), up to 
60% of the electricity distributed by 
it is supplied by the IPPs, under a 
sweetheart deal whose terms and 
rates remain confi dential.  

Cader Sayed-Hossen, po-
litburo member of the Prime 

Minister’s own Labour 
Party (LP) wrote in 

l’express Weekly on 

the 12th of February 2010, “It 
is now common knowledge that 
the contract binding the CEB to 
the local IPPs contains all kinds 
of possibly imaginable safeguard 
clauses that protect the interests 
of the said IPPs… In short, wha-
tever happens, whatever be the 
circumstances, the IPPs, accor-
ding to the provisions of existing 
contracts, will still come out with 
a pre-determined rate of profi t.” 
In short, we don’t know how 
much the IPPs are fl eecing the 
CEB (who has to re-sell the elec-
tricity at subsidized rates) and, 
indirectly, the taxpayer. 

How much stock one can put 
in it can be gauged by the simple 
fact that the terms of the agree-
ment are apparently so onerous 
that it has the government even 
scrambling to put up a coal powe-
red plant (the C.T power plant 
and an additional 100 MW coal 
plant). Anything but the IPPs! 

“We are being transpor-
ted back to 1952,” Kistnasamy 
notes, “before which there were 
only private electricity and power 
producers.” Actually, it resembles 
more the economy described in 
the Mauritius Economic Com-
mission Report of 1948 which 
stated that, “it is found that (su-
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Sugar Sector Reform

A sweet 
Sugar may be dead. That does not stop the 
government from fl aunting its reincarnation 
as the ‘Cane Industry’ as a success story and 
an example of economic ingenuity. Is there 
really something to brag about? Has it trans-
lated into actual economic gains or simply 
got us out of the frying pan of one crisis and 

into the fi re of another? 

Shares to workers: after mass redundancies how many actually benefi t?  

‘Sugar industry’ to ‘cane industry’: 
The leafy behemoth isn’t going anywhere soon.



gar) millers retain a substantial 
profi t not only in good years but 
in bad years as well, when the 
whole loss (or more than the net 
loss) falls on the growers.” Just 
replace ‘millers’ with ‘IPP’ and 
‘growers’ with ‘taxpayers’. 

‘Democratisation’
These ‘reforms’ were made 

more palatable by presenting 
them under the rubric of a ‘demo-
cratisation of the economy’. Assir-
vaden explains this phrase as “It is 
not a simple redistribution nor is 
it a circulation amongst the same 
actors. The aim is to increase the 
players in the fi eld.” 

Part of this was 2,000 arpents 
ceded by the Mauritius Sugar Pro-
ducers Association (MSPA), out 
of which the prime minister noted 
that 1,000 hectares will be used 
for social housing projects and the 
rest for agriculture, on which work 
has apparently begun. Where has 
it reached? Cader Sayed-Hossen 
tells us in an interview to l’express 
Weekly on the 6th of May 2011, 
“We have already distributed 250 
arpents… the 2000 arpents are 
to be transferred over a period of 
10 years.” Assirvaden volunteers 
that, “We can’t develop that entire 

portion (2,000 arpents) in just a 
month or two.” Hence the delay. A 
decade is too slow for Kistnasamy: 
“In the context where we are still 
importing 75% of our food and 
face a crisis of food security, such 
a slow- going deal is unacceptable.” 

The other major concession 
was a 35% share for workers in 
the mills through the Sugar Invest-
ment Trust (SIT). The problem 
Rada Kistnasamy outlines is that, 
“the weight of the sugar industry is 
not the same as it used to be. The 
number of people working 

in it has shrunk 
dramatically.” 

When it comes to shares for plan-
ters, the term ‘small planter’ is used 
rather loosely with many large plan-
ters also included, for instance, some 
with over 100,000 arpents! Add to 
this the fact that slightly more than 
500 large planters produce half of 
the cane produced by the estimated 
30,000 planters and the colloquia-
lism about ‘democratisation’ loses 
much of its sheen. It is not so much 

democratisation as much 
as elite diversifi cation. A 
sweet deal indeed! 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Part  two: 
From home 
to school 

By Dr. Ahmar MAHBOOB  deal
The language that we learn in our families and 

learn to use in our every day environments 
plays a critical role in shaping our sense of our 
selves and our surroundings. As we grow older, 

we learn new ways of meaning and also learn about how 
and where to use which forms of language. This lan-
guage, that we learn at home, can be seen as our lan-
guage allocation – it is the language that is allocated to 
us based on who we are. As time goes by, we note that 
different communities of practice (such as a community 
of scientists, historians, or people in another region) use 
our language differently (or use a different language). 
We can choose to (or be forced to) learn this language, 
which we can call the language of affi liation – this is the 
language that we learn to use based on how and with 
whom we want to be identifi ed. This distinction between 
our allocated languages and our languages of affi liation 
is quite important and can help us understand how in-
dividuals’ repertoire of language(s) evolves and changes 
over their lifetime. It is the tension between our language 
of allocation and affi liation that creates the space for per-
forming acts of identity. However, keeping our focus on 
language in policy, we will use the notions of allocation 
and affi liation here to understand how power is distri-
buted through the society. 

Imagine a scenario where a child learns language ‘X’ 
at home. When this child goes to school, they can fi nd 
that the language of their home serves as the founda-
tion of the language of schooling. If this is the case, they 
feel affi rmed in their school environment – although 
this does not guarantee success in school. However, if 
they fi nd that their home language is not recognized 
within the wider school curriculum, they have to learn 
another language and then learn through it. This be-
comes a double handicap for these children and signals 
to them that their home language is not valued in school 
contexts. This also creates an unequal playing fi eld for 
children in school – an unequal fi eld that is based on 
language allocation only. Now, if children are put into 
these handicapped situations, without well-developed 
language and literacy support frameworks, they tend to 
fall behind other students (who either have appropriate 
linguistic allocation, or have the privilege of receiving 
strong language and literacy support in school and/or at 
home). If this process carries on for a long time people 
start noticing that students from certain ‘language’ (or 
ethnic or social) backgrounds don’t perform as well as 
others. As these perceptions become stronger, people 
forget to question the school language policies that pro-
duce such result. They also tend to overlook how the so-
cio-economic resources that the parents can afford (and 
the parents’ own literacy backgrounds) correlate with 
how children from certain backgrounds succeed or fail. 
They lose their focus on how language allocation relates 
to language affi liation. These issues need a closer inves-
tigation as we develop our understanding of the position 
of language in a particular society and develop language-
in-education policies. This is specially the case if we want 
to develop policies that are designed to empower people 
from traditionally disenfranchised backgrounds. 

(To be continued)

On the politics 
of language ]

University of Sydney

A new calling: a factory that produces electricity as well as sugar: 
a way to keep king sugar relevant in our economy. 
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Made in Mauritius qualifi cations

Expanding 
the territory

THE recent battle between the stu-
dents of the Lycée Polytechnique Guy 
Forget and the Mauritius Institute of 
Training and Development (MITD) 
may have simply been a sign of mistaken 
perceptions regarding tertiary education 
in Mauritius. These students protested 
the inclusion of the MITD’s logo on 
their certifi cates for the “Brevet de Tech-
nicien” course, insisting that it would 
affect the value of the qualifi cations. Yet, 
the MITD’s qualifi cations, as confi rmed 
by the director, Roland Dubois, are per-
fectly acceptable in Mauritius. 

The students’ reaction may stem 
from misinformation. Roland Dubois 
points out, “ There is a wrong perception 
because the MITD is associated with 
the ex-IVTB which in turn is associa-
ted with low level qualifi cations.” Word 
of mouth and general confusion among 
students often mean that young people 
seeking qualifi cations have the wrong 
picture about those delivered in Mau-
ritius. How do things really stand? As 
the government broadens its ambitions 
regarding the tertiary education sector in 
Mauritius, a lot of work has been done 
to ensure the quality and recognition of 
courses on offer. Of course, the aim of 
any self-respecting emerging tertiary 
sector will be about meeting the needs 
of the local labour market. 

In that respect, students can be sure 
of one thing. A locally awarded qualifi -

cation from an institution recognised 
by the Tertiary Education Commission 
(TEC), is therefore recognised locally, 
which makes students eligible for higher 
studies and employment in Mauritius. 
After all, the TEC deals with the quality 
of programmes on offer, as well as the 
recognition of academic and professio-
nal qualifi cations at tertiary level, obtai-
ned both in and outside Mauritius. 

But can local qualifi cations open the 
doors of other countries to students? 
As is widely known by most students 
today, the University of Mauritius and 
the University of Technology are both 
recognised internationally. They have 
been listed in the International Hand-
book of Universities published by the 
UNESCO. “The TEC views are sought 
by applicants and relevant authorities 
from overseas on the recognition status 
of qualifi cations awarded locally,” says 
a TEC spokesperson. The TEC also 
works closely with the ENIC / NARIC 
networks of the European Commission, 
which aim at improving recognition of 
qualifi cations internatio-
nally. And if a 

student wishes to verify that an institu-
tion’s course are recognized abroad, they 
will need to contact the relevant authori-
ties of the country concerned, who often, 
will contact the TEC before reaching a 
decision. 

As far as the MITD is concerned, 
it deals with Technical and Vocatio-
nal Education and Training (TVET). 
Amongst its courses is the Higher Na-
tional Diploma awarded by EDEXCEL 
in the UK, and therefore recognised by 
all Commonwealth countries. It also has 
partnerships with institutions in France, 
Canada, and Reunion Island to ensure 
the delivery of quality training. “We also 
have MOUs with local universities so 
those who have been awarded diplomas 
may get top-up degrees,” says Roland 
Dubois. Meanwhile, the Mauritius 
Qualifi cations Authority accredits all 
training programmes and qualifi cations. 
“We also work closely with the 
private sector,” 
he adds. 

In the slums 
of Manila 

By  Rodney PHILLIPS

Delicious Mauritius]

Take the best location possible, 
right on the beach in Grand 
Bay overlooking a fl otilla of 
yachts. Take a chef from Hong 

Kong. Take a faithful and attentive res-
taurant manager. And what do you 
get? An eating experience so mediocre 
a soup kitchen in the slums of Manila 
would have been more enjoyable.  There 
were tell-tale indications we should 
have heeded from the start - a large sign 
on the front door advertising three va-
cancies, a clientele puffi ng on cigarettes 
and talking in loud voices, a décor desi-
gned by a blind Trappist monk.

I am surprised the Chun Po and Pe-
king Duck Restaurant, part of the Bella 
Vista hotel, has survived all these years. 
I am amazed some local businessman or 
foreign investor has not been tempted 
to transform a cheap chow dive into a 
really classy gourmet venue, pieds dans 
l’eau. Successful restaurants require an 
owner’s commitment, charisma and ca-
pital – all three sadly lacking here.

We ordered fi sh in ginger sauce, 
squid in black bean sauce and fried rice 
with egg and spring onions. The onions 
had lost their spring many months ago, 
the black beans were invisible and the 
ginger traumatized by drought. The fi sh 
was indistinguishable from the squid, 
both having taken on the qualities of old 
clothing transferred directly from the 
washing machine onto our plates. Even 
the liberal use of crushed green chilies 
and garlic sauce did little to take away 
the impression you were eating a wet 
sock. Perhaps Chef Ah Cheng learned 
his art in a Chinese laundry and not a 
Chinese kitchen.

My companion for lunch had an ex-
planation more credible than the laun-
dry possibility. Her hypothesis was that 
the fi sh and squid had been cooked se-
parately, added to a pre-made sauce (the 
same in both cases), then micro-waved 
- a no-no way of cooking if you want the 
unique fl avours of your main ingredient 
to spread through the entire dish.

At a time when presentation on the 
plate is everything, when restaurant-
goers need to be wowed by the aesthe-
tics of it all as much as by the taste, 
what was served up here had the ele-
gance of processed pellets in a dog bowl, 
making up in quantity what it lacked in 
artistry.

Maybe we should have had the Pe-
king Duck, but this needs to be orde-
red several hours in advance. The only 
compensation was the price. The three 
dishes, with three beers, came to Rs 870.



l’expressInsert N° 3 • Friday 17 June 2011 ]p.37 [ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S 

The opposition’s 
blind spot

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Reality check]

“Politics is the art of looking for trouble, 
fi nding it everywhere, diagnosing it in-
correctly and applying the wrong rem-
edies,” said Groucho Marx. It’s an apt 

description of the way political critique takes place in 
the Mauritian mainstream. 

As the prime minister took the opportunity this 
week to repackage the ‘restructuring’ of the sugar in-
dustry, in reality working hard to keep it afl oat and us 
shackled to sugar cane, the response from the opposi-
tion was deafening silence. Come to think of it, I don’t 
think I’ve ever come across an articulate critique by 
the MMM of the way European cash was gifted to the 
mills or how the mills are now given a near-monopoly 
over energy production. It’s a blind spot as big as a bus; 
a blind spot that has its roots in the fact that the opposi-
tion has also bought into the preposterous idea that the 
health of an economy is measured by the health of its 
richest, not its poorest. 

Using tax payers’ money and external funds to prop 
up the rich has never worked anywhere in the world. In-
stead of a ‘trickle down’ to the poor, it causes a ‘fl ood 
up’ to the rich. According to the World Institute for De-
velopment Economics Research of the United Nations, 
in 2006, only 1% of the rich owned 40% of global wealth, 
estimated at $125 trillion. This is not just a third world 
phenomenon. The Organisation of Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD) estimated in 2008 that 
the gap between rich and poor has grown in more than 
three-quarters of rich countries since the mid-1980s, 
when neo-liberalism really took off. Even in the Mecca of 
neo-liberal prosperity, the United States, while 44 million 
people live off food stamps, the U.S still leads the world 
in millionaires, with 5.2 million millionaire households. 
The rich are really getting richer. This Manichaeism be-
tween rich and poor can also partly explain  rising crimi-
nality, as even then-head of the IMF Michel Camdessus 
was forced to concede in 2003 that “the widening gaps 
between rich and poor within nations” is “morally out-
rageous, economically wasteful and potentially socially 
explosive”. This is why handouts paid out of our pockets 
to the wealthy must be opposed. 

Admittedly, our ruling party does make it tempting 
to sidetrack from the bigger picture. As the minister for 
consumer protection Michael Sik Yuen sardonically re-
plied in the National Assembly in relation to the Rs4.7 
billion (with accrued interest of Rs250 million) losses 
made by the state trading corporation (STC)’s hedg-
ing adventures, “This was done in total good faith. The 
problem is that now the interest will have to be paid by 
somebody….and in this case it will be the consumers, 
the common man.”  It’s easy to frame a debate in terms 
of competence. 

That, however, is not what the opposition should 
be focusing primarily upon, and it is precisely that this 
leaves it speechless when something as dramatic as day-
light robbery under the guise of sugar industry reform 
takes place. Progressivism, they must learn, is not a fam-
ily heirloom, to be trotted out at rallies and functions but 
is ultimately a method of analysis. The opposition must 
stop scandal hunting and start formulating an actual cri-
tique of our political economy as it stands today. Either 
that or it had better get used to being pretty much irrel-
evant when it comes to the development of the country. 

The University of Mauritius, like the 
University of Technology, is listed in 
the UNESCO’s International Handbook 
of Universities.

“They provide placement for our 
trainers and trainees. In fact, there 
cannot be effective TVET without 
the employers.” A number of struc-
tures are meant to ensure the vali-
dity of all the TVET qualifi cations. 

And what about medi-
cine, a fi eld that attracts a good 
number of students? Local stud-
ies have the obvious advantage 
of lower costs. According to                                                                                                                                               
Luchmaya, Programme Coor-
dinator at the Mauritius Institute 
of Health, a young person who 
studies medicine in Mauritius will 
have his degree recognised by the 
University of Mauritius and the 
Medical Council. “If the degree 
is recognised by your country’s 
medical council, you will be able 
to continue your studies abroad. 
Young people can continue their 
specialisation studies abroad and 
then return to Mauritius, where 
their degree, approved by the 
Medical Council, will allow them 
to work as specialists,” he explains. 
Working abroad, however, is some-
what different. The young doctors 
are allowed to practice in Mauritius 
but not necessarily abroad. Each 
country has its own criteria for 
recognising doctors and the onus 
is on the student to fi nd out how to 
meet that particular criteria. 

“I would say that the quality of 
courses delivered in Mauritius is 
very good. SSR Medical College is 
very much comparable to interna-
tional standards. Many of the teach-

ers are from India, and they are 
excellent,” says Luch-

maya. The TEC 
spokesperson also 
defends locally 

awarded quali-
fi cations: “A 

negative 
percep-

tion of locally awarded qualifi ca-
tions is not justifi ed. The quality of 
tertiary education is something that 
is evolving constantly.” 

At this point in time, Mauritius 
is also the signatory of several agree-
ments with international instances 
such as the Commonwealth of 
Learning, the University Grants 
Commission, India, the Protocol 
between the Republic of Mauritius 
and the Republic of France, the 
Southern African Regional Uni-
versities Association and the Asso-
ciation of African Universities. “As 
such, qualifi cations awarded locally 
are recognised by the TEC and thus 
are recognised by the bodies above,” 
explains the TEC spokesperson. 
However, registration with the ap-
propriate professional body may be 
required to practice abroad. 

Yet, the rise in demand for 
tertiary education in Mauritius 
does show the developing trust 
in the education offered here. 
The authorities are striving hard 
to develop international quality 
standards in an effort to eventu-
ally attract foreign students from 
the region. According to the TEC, 
“Over the years, we have witnessed 
an increase in the Gross Terti-
ary Enrolment Rate from 15% in 
2000 (16,735 students) to 45% 
in 2010 (44,334 students). “Our 
ex-students have excelled in many 
quarters, even internationally,” 

says Roland Dubois, who goes on 
to cite a few examples of students 
who have shone in their respec-
tive fi elds of study, such as fashion, 
tourism and hospitality, and vari-
ous aspects of design, before speak-
ing of the “importance of TVET 
in the socio economic development 
of Mauritius.”

“We carry out tracer studies 
regularly, six months after gradua-
tion and consistently 75% of the ex-
students are employed and another 
24% proceed for further studies,” 
adds Roland Dubois. And to en-
sure that the tertiary education sec-
tor continues to meet current needs 
and trends, the TEC is staying on 
its toes, with ongoing measures for 
quality assurance. The spokesper-
son from TEC explains, ”We have 
conducted a review of our quality 
assurance mechanism so as to rea-
lign with the evolving international 
benchmarks and standards. In fact, 
the TEC itself has requested a self-
audit by a competent authority 
from abroad.” 

A sector that continues to grow, 
evolve and expand… Tertiary edu-
cation in Mauritius still has a lot of 
potential to develop, but as demand 
continues to grow, along with the 
ambitions of the government, a 
large number of developments 
are bound to make their 
way through. As things 
stand today, we are at 
a very good start. The 
door is open for many 
students to begin their 
trajectory in post-
secondary education 
– and best of all, close 
to home. 

Melissa LOUIS

“The door is 
open for many 

students to begin 
their trajectory in 
post-secondary 

education.” 



Anna Hazare, India’s anti-graft 
activist holds a belief that ‘all poli-
ticians are corrupt’. The popular 
yoga guru Swami Ramdev - his 
co-crusader has decided to raise 
an army against corruption when 
his demands for ‘death penalty 
for corrupt politicians’ was turned 
down by the government. Both have 
rallied large number of ordinary citi-
zens behind them and both want to 
eliminate, not just government cor-
ruption, but the entire system of po-
litical organization that, they claim, 
works for the benefi t of politicians.

That events in the Arab world 
inspired these two mini protests 
in India cannot be ruled out – the 
need for India’s own Jasmine re-
volution against political corrup-
tion was on many peoples’ minds. 
Anna Hazare simply provided 
match to a huge fuel of stored 
public frustration – instigating 
people into action. While Anna is 
sticking to his non-violent protests 
of Gandhian kind, Ramdev has 
called for armed struggle. If the 
citizens in the Arab world stood 
up to defeat years of authoritarian 
rule, the battle in India is against 
a legitimately elected government. 
The underlying cause of public 
anger is common, the complete 
alienation of citizens from the ins-
titution of government, leading to 

a general feeling of helplessness 
and breakdown of public trust.

Revolution or not – the two 
individuals – a petty ex-soldier 
and a barely literate yoga teacher, 
have caught the imagination of an 
entire nation and demonstrated 
to its people that change is indeed 
possible…even amidst a situation 
of extreme hopelessness. It goes 
to their unlikely leadership that the 
government has been forced to in-
clude civil society representatives in 
the drafting of an anticorruption 
bill. This is an unprecedented break 
from the principles of parliamentary 
democracy where lawmaking is the 

prerogative of parliamentarians. 
To what extent can citizens take 

direct charge of government and 
throw out both politicians and their 
political parties from the political 
system?  

Happier living in unruly 
societies

Is it possible to craft a system of 
political organization that requires 
no role of politicians and yet allow 
better representation of ordinary 
will in the government? 

The argument for bad govern-
ment is the fear of no government. 

Even a corrupt, incompetent, ir-
responsible and immoral govern-
ment is considered better than no 
government simply because lack 
of government could lead to public 
unrest, chaos, large-scale disorder 
and a riot-like situation that people 
fear. The truth is that people would 
perhaps be happier living in unruly 
societies with their attendant risk 
rather than living in immoral and 
corrupt ones.

In many ways, what incites 
people against large-scale govern-
ment corruption is not the amounts 
of money involved but the blatant 
audacity of politicians to repeate-

dly commit such acts. The act of a 
father molesting his own child is far 
more morally reprehensible than a 
simple act of rape partly because it 
goes against the whole idea of being 
a parent and therefore carries more 
severe punishment. When politi-
cians resort to corruption, they are 
engaging in an equally reprehen-
sible moral behaviour that violates 
the very core of what it means to be 
the custodians of public will.

One way to make the govern-
ment accountable and more trans-
parent is to make it answerable to a 
citizen body – a kind of super senate 
with individuals who do not belong 
to any political party. People drawn 
from different strata of society – a 
mix of intellectuals, experts, acade-
mics, workers and ordinary indivi-
duals who wish to serve the country 
in return for social recognition and 
prestige rather than any pecuniary 
benefi t. These individuals them-
selves could either be elected or be 
nominated through citizen bodies.

Ideas are dangerous. In a 
world connected by television, 
face-book and twitter, they have 
acquired the power to travel fas-
ter and further than they ever 
did before. This was amply de-
monstrated in the fi re-like spread 
of anti-government protests in 
the Middle East. The ideas from 
recent events in India are equal-
ly captivating with potentially 
disruptive consequences for poli-
ticians across the world.

There is a whiff of jasmine in 
the air. It is time for politicians to 
clear their noses. 

On 5th November 1965, the 
Council of Ministers met and de-
cided that the “Secretary of State 
should be informed of their agree-
ment that the British Government 
should take the necessary legal steps 
to detach the Chagos archipelago. 
During that meeting, Koenig , the 
Attorney General, Devienne, (Mi-
nister  for Development) and Duval 
( Minister for Housing) stated that, 
although they were “agreeable to the 
detachment of the Chagos archipe-
lago, they considered the compen-
sation of £3m as inadequate and 
deplored the absence of any additio-
nal sugar quota.”  On the same day, 
the Governor informed Greenwood 
of the decision of the Council of Mi-
nisters. On November 11 th, Koenig, 
Devienne and Duval resigned from 
the Government. On November 8th, 
1965, the Chagos archipelago was 
excised from Mauritius and BIOT 
was created by order in council. On 

November 10th, 1965, in an answer 
to a UK parliamentary question, the 
Secretary Of State for the Colonies, 
Anthony Greenwood announced 
to the House the decision to excise 
the Chagos Archipelago following 
agreement with the Government 
of Mauritius.

At no time during the excision 
process, the Chagossian popula-
tion is mentioned. In the minutes 
of the Lancaster house conference, 
in paragraph 22 and 23, they are 
referred to in section (iii) on com-
pensation as “....compensation to 
landowners and the cost of resett-
ling others affected in the Chagos 

islands.” 
 In his announcement in the 

House of Commons on November 
10th, 1965, The Secretary of State, 
Greenwood refers to the Chagos-
sians as “Mauritians consisting of a 
labour force and their dependents 
drawn from Mauritius and em-
ployed on the copra plantations, 
638 in Total”!!!

Chagossians never consul-
ted or even mentioned

Independence was not fait-
accompli at the Lancaster House 
Conference. The excision of the 
Chagos took place on November 
8th,  1965. This is a fact. In the mi-

nutes of the conference, in para-
graph 22 and 23, in section (ii), it 
is stated, “in the event of indepen-
dence .....”. I understand this state-
ment to mean that although Chagos 
had already been excised in No-
vember 1965, independence was 
not guaranteed then. It will become 
a reality only after the 1967 gene-
ral elections when independence 
will be granted to the Labour-IFB-
CAM alliance because and only 
because they won the elections. A 
simple Majority vote will be requi-
red within 6 months of winning the 
elections. If the PMSD had won in 
1967, The UK would NOT have 

proceeded to granting indepen-
dence even though Chagos was 
excised in 1965.  Allow me to quote 
Koeniq, “Nous ne sommes pas contre 
l’excision des Iles pour les besoins mi-
litaires de L’Ouest.” (L’express- 13th 
November 1965).

 Conclusion: 4 political leaders 
and not just Dr. Ramgoolam took 
part in the excision of the Chagos is-
lands in London and they had every 
opportunity to change their mind 
back in Mauritius in council of mi-
nisters. Independence was granted 
because a majority of the population 
voted in favour of independence. 
Chagossians, as human beings, 
as Mauritian citizens, were never 
consulted or even mentioned in 
any documents. They were, at best, 
counted as cattle and even then, the 
secretary of state, Mr. Greenwood, 
grossly underestimated their num-
bers for obvious reasons. 

PLOUM PLOUM
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Political revolution in India

Democracy’s Jasmine  

Diego

Myths and facts (part two)

By Baljinder Sharma



In the fi nancial world, everyone 
is presently trying, as always, to 
predict the future. And here we are 
talking about the future of the glo-
bal economy. Some are optimistic 
and some are not. The world eco-
nomy has in recent months looked 
like it will be heading to sub-par 
growth. Last week’s U.S employ-
ment fi gures have mirrored the 
suggestion that demand will re-
main passive in the world’s biggest 
economy therefore infl uencing the 
rest of the world. On the other side 
of the Atlantic, the situation without 
exaggerating is not that good either. 
The DSK saga, and the Greece 
and Ireland fi nancial turmoil 
are potent enough reasons to 
demoralize the fi ercest optimist 
around. The two have benefi ted 
from aid and now  the danger 

is that at some stage one of the 
troika’s (European Commis-
sion, European Central Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund -- collectively known as 
the troika) members is going to 
reconsider its position. 

Middle East 
businesses optimistic

As far as the emerging eco-
nomies are concerned, infl ation-
fi ghting tools employed seemed 
to have successfully worked in 
scuppering growth. Despite the 
March earthquake and tsunami, 
Japan has, against all odds shown 
the brightest near term- prospects. 
However, one would agree that 
even a strong rebound there may 
not be enough to lift the global 
economic clouds. The good news 
is that top executives in Middle 
East businesses are optimistic 
about the future. Revenues 
and cash fl ows are expected 
to increase, while the fi nancial 
prospects of their companies 
look to be on the up. 

This positive attitude is 
new in a region still suffering 
from the global fi nancial cri-
sis followed by the regional 
political unrest that has had 
a serious impact on busi-

nesses in the Middle East.
A survey by one of the Big 

Four, Deloitte, found that some 82 
percent of chief fi nancial offi cers in 
the Middle East from a variety of 
industries (namely telecom, media, 
real estate and fi nancial services) 
believe their company’s operating 
cash fl ow will increase over the 
coming months. Meanwhile, two 
thirds of the executives are more 
“optimistic” now about the fi nan-
cial outlook of their company than 
six months ago. But are these rea-
sons enough to be optimistic consi-
dering the political unrest in and 
the resulting economic disruption 
in the region? 

In spite of all this, there are a 
number of reasons to feel more 
optimistic about the second half 
of the year.  Yes, some optimism 
is there. Commodity prices have 
come down in recent weeks, 
which will eventually ease pres-
sure on household budgets. Busi-
nesses, in the light of the fi nancial 
recession, have worked on va-
rious cost-cutting strategies, and 
will therefore quite logically look 
for concrete assurances that glo-
bal demand is picking up prior to 
considering hiring more people, 
and expanding. But expansion is 
now part of business strategies. 
That is good news.

Fake Medicine

The placebo effect is an astonishing phenomenon. A 
placebo is essentially nothing- a mock sugar pill, an 
inert potion, a bogus treatment- completely and 
utterly fake. Placebos are used mostly in research 

studies, where patients receiving a treatment are compared 
to patients with the same condition and similar characteris-
tics who are not receiving the treatment. To keep the study 
confi dential and to avoid scientifi c bias, the control group 
will often receive a placebo, a fake ‘treatment’, which is not 
expected to have any effect whatsoever.

But here’s the thing: a large number of people will ac-
tually respond to placebo drugs. How? How can a sugar pill 
alleviate pain? How can a teaspoon of water calm anxiety? 

The power of suggestion is much stronger than we can an-
ticipate. At the risk of sounding more like a Houdini convert 
than a modern doctor, let me explain. A few years ago, in 
a large acupuncture research study, 650 patients with back 
pain were recruited.  These patients were randomly assigned 
to receive either standard acupuncture or fake acupuncture 
which consisted of randomly applying toothpicks to the sites 
of pain (yes, seriously!). And a disturbingly mind-boggling 
fi nding surfaced: fake acupuncture yielded similar results as 
the real deal. 

This opened the fl oodgates for multiple clinical trials where 
painkillers were compared to sugar syrups and innocuous vi-
tamin pills. A signifi cant number of those studies documen-
ted results for patients receiving placebo treatment and it has 
forced the medical community to fi nally acknowledge that the 
experience of illness and suffering reaches beyond physical 
manifestations into the realms of the human psyche.

The power of suggestion is a very real entity. In the late 
seventies, neurologists embarked on the study of the placebo 
effect and discovered mechanisms in the nervous system that 
underlie the response. Using sophisticated brain imaging 
techniques, they were able to map out neurological responses 
in the brain that explain the placebo effect. 

When patients are told convincingly by an authority fi -
gure, such as a doctor, that their pain will decrease if a certain 
treatment is used, it creates an expectation in the patient’s 
brain. This expectation of pain relief triggers a cascade of 
neurological activity in the prefrontal cortex, the area of our 
brain responsible for higher executive function which sets off 
neurotransmitters and hormones, culminating in the pro-
duction of endorphins, feel-good hormones that naturally 
alleviate pain.

As you would expect, the higher the expectation to get 
better, the stronger the effect. And do you know what in-
creases patients’ expectations? Cost! We have a tendency to 
believe that the more expensive a drug is, the more effi ca-
cious it is. Ever heard people swear that Doliprane is better 
than Paracetamol? Truth is, it is the exact same product. The 
only difference between the two is that they have different 
brand names and the former is more expensive and sounds 
slightly fancier. Chemically, they are identical; your body will 
handle both exactly the same way, but your brain will per-
ceive them very differently.

Despite our exquisitely sophisticated diagnostic tools and 
refi ned pharmaceuticals, some serious questions about the 
power of the psyche in medicine are being raised. It is in-
creasingly evident that there is more to illness and health 
than mere bodily function. Mind over matter: who would 
have thought? 

l’expressInsert N° 3 • Friday 17 June 2011 ]p. 39 [ L ' E X P R E S S  Y O U R S E L F

By Dr Zina Valaydon

By Ivnez 

An apple a day ]Optimistic or Pessimistic 
about the Global Economy?

The short story “Kabuliwala” 
is one of the great masterpieces of 
Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel 
Prize winner in literature. On the 
occasion of the 150th Birth Anni-
versary of this great poet it is worth 
appreciating the timeless deep hu-
man quality of his writings.

The Story “Kabu-
liwala”revolves around Mini, a 
little girl in Calcutta, her father 
who was a writer and of course 
“Rahmun”, the Kabuliwala- the 
man from Kabul in Afganisthan.

In Calcutta, Kabuliwala was 
earning his living by selling dry 
fruits and other stuff that he 
brought from his country and 
he was saving his money to take 
to his family that he left behind 
in Afganisthan.

 While roaming through the 
streets of Calcutta to sell his 
stuff, Kabliwala developed a 
spontaneous friendship with a 
little girl called “Mini”. Mini’s 
mother objected to her daugh-
ter’s friendship with an unknown 

man from another country. But 
Mini’s father somehow did not 
fi nd any danger in Kabuliwala 
and he did not stop him drop-
ping at his house to meet his 
little daughter.

The world of a child

Kabuliwala would visit the little 
girl at least once a day and would 
bring dry fruits for her as gift. The 
two human beings- one little girl 
and an adult foreigner would sit 
down in a bench near the door to 
chat on simple little things brin-
ging laughter to both of them. The 
adults in the family were too busy 
with their own daily routine to give 
enough time to the child and to 
answer her endless questions.

However, the friendship 
suddenly got disrupted as Ka-
buliwala got into a fi ght with 
one of his clients, who bought a 
shawl from him on credit. When 
Kabuliwala asked for payment 

on due date, the dishonest client 
denied taking the shawl.

On a charge of murderous 
assault Kabuliwala was sentenced 
to eight years of imprisonment. At 
the end of his sentence, Kabuliwa-
la came rushing to meet his little 
friend Mini. Coincidentally that 
was the wedding day of Mini.

Tagore carries deep human fee-
lings and sentiments all throughout 
the story. His depiction of characters 
at each stage of the story expresses 
the fi nest human emotions. 

Tagore shows the innocence 
of a little girl who knows no bar-
riers  of  language, country or  race. 
Kabuliwala could win her simple 
heart by bringing dry fruits as gift, 
by giving her his time to listen, by 
getting into the curious world of a 
child.  Tagore writes,“The Kabu-
liwala had overcome the child’s 
fi rst terror by a judicious bribery 
of nuts and almonds and the two 
were friends”. 

(To be continued)
Ranjita BUNWAREE

Tagore’s story “Kabuliwala” (Part 1)
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International 
scene] 
Nad SIVARAMEN

Some presidents and prime ministers are so stuck 
to their seat that sadly only weapons can remove 
them from offi ce. This was the case recently in 
Cote d’Ivoire with Laurent Gbagbo who consis-

tently refused to relinquish power despite having lost the 
elections. He hence provoked a civil war which literally 
imploded Cote d’Ivoire. Finally, after fi ve months of vio-
lence, Alassane Ouattara, with the help of some foreign 
powers (mostly France), succeeded to oust Gbagbo.

First, this appeared to be a largely successful opera-
tion that the international community applauded. A dic-
tator was ousted and justice was restored. But in reality, 
there were some clear violations of human rights and 
international humanitarian law both from Gbagbo and 
Ouattara. Indeed, there is no such thing as a clean war. 

According to independent investigators tasked by the 
United Nations Human Rights Council, who just sub-
mitted their report this week, the forces loyal to Gbagbo 
and the troops that fought for Ouattara have all broken 
human rights laws in many ways. 

There is evidence now that Ouattara’s Forces killed 
at least 95 unarmed people in Abidjan during operations 
in late April and May, when they searched areas former-
ly controlled by pro-Gbagbo militia. Most killings are 
said to have been “point-blank executions of youth from 
ethnic groups generally aligned with Gbagbo, in what 
appeared to be collective punishment for these groups’ 
participation in Gbagbo’s militias.”

Though the nature of the Ivorian crisis was political, 
the violence is part of a much longer trend of political 
and religious divisions in the country. More than 300 
000 internally displaced people have been registered 
and some 200 000 refugees remain in other countries in 
West Africa. 

Now Ouattara’s government has been called upon 
by the UN to make sure that the perpetrators of human 
rights violations, including those from his party, are 
brought to justice. But those people are his supporters, 
they have voted for him and they fought for him when 
Gbagbo refused to step down in December. Many of them 
have lost loved ones in this fi ght. But still justice must be 
seen to be done, at least from an international perspective.

And Ouattara has been presented as a great leader 
with international values. He must now demonstrate 
that promises of impartial and credible prosecutions 
are meaningful by ensuring immediate investigations 
into killings, extrajudicial executions and torture. As a 
statesman –he is no longer a militant – he must ensure 
that anyone detained –including former Gbagbo militia 
implicated in grave crimes– is treated humanely in ac-
cordance with international law. 

Failure to do so will send the signal that certain 
people deeply implicated in war crimes and other 
grave abuses are being shielded from justice. And Cote 
d’Ivoire, and by extension West Africa, will never fully re-
cover from crisis. Ouattara will undoubtedly face major 
discontent if he gives the green light to try his suppor-
ters. He has a choice: remain popular and stand by his 
supporters or listen to the international voice of justice. 
Gbagbo, despite criticism from major powers, chose his 
supporters. What will the politician Ouattara do? 

Côte d’Ivoire’s 
post-crisis 
journey 

It’s the season for 
absences in our 
secondary scho-
ols… Every year, 
as O Level and A 
Level examina-
tions get closer, 
classrooms start 
to get emptier – 
giving the 
education 
authorities 
a bit of a 
headache... 

IF you thought that the major 
concerns of the education sector 
lie in high rates of failure at CPE 
exams, staff shortages or the 
growing problem of indiscipline, 
think again. The impending doom 
comes from the long-standing tra-
dition of seasonal absenteeism in 
secondary schools, when most stu-
dents about to sit for the O Level 
and A Level exams make them-
selves very scarce closer to the 
third term. It is hard to say how far 
back the trend goes, although one 
can safely associate its rise with the 
popularity of private tuition. Most 
of the younger generations schoo-
led in this country have probably 
been part of it. So why the outcry? 
Well, the classrooms are empty, a 
relatively embarrassing fact for the 
education sector. 

Clearly, the private tuition 
system suits the students. “You 
get a few hours concentrating on 
one subject instead of spending 
the day at school to catch two 
hours that are of interest to you,” 
says Lily, aged 18, who has now 
fi nished secondary school and is 
preparing to travel abroad for her 
tertiary studies. For students who 
have completed their secondary 
school cycle, the debate will seem 
irrelevant. After all, they followed 
the same system and turned out 
alright. For rectors and teachers 
of secondary schools on the other 
hand, it is an issue. Soondress 
Sawmynaden, president of the 
Union of Rectors and Assistant 
Rectors of State Secondary Scho-

ols says, “Absenteeism at this time 
of year has become a normal si-
tuation now, but there is no legis-
lation to force students to come to 
school.” 

Legislation sounds a bit strong. 
Without knocking the importance 
of school and the fact that students 
are rightfully expected to be there 
within certain days and times, we 
must be clear about the problem 
at hand. The high levels of ab-
senteeism are not about truancy. Is 
it such an issue that students aged 
between 16 and 18, with their pa-
rents’ consent prefer to stay home 
and prepare themselves on their 
own? After all, once they are off at 
university, no one will be chasing 
them around with a rotin bazaar 
asking them to get to class. 

Dissuasive measures put in 
place to counter absenteeism in-
clude the famous SMS alert, in-
forming parents that their child 
is not in school. But if “absences” 
include students preparing for the 
examinations, then a vast majority 
of Form 5 and Upper 6 students 
are “truants.” Naraindranath 
Gopee, president of the Govern-
ment Secondary Schools Tea-
chers’ Union feels very strongly 
about the need for methods to de-
crease the problem of absenteeism. 
However, he remains skeptical of 
the success of the SMS alert. Be-
cause in this equation, absenteeism 
has been validated by parents. 
“Parents are accomplices,” ex-
claims Soondress Sawmynaden, 
who feels that parents fall into the 

Absenteeism at school

Fighting  
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Students often prefer to turn up for practical science classes 
ahead of the exams since the equipment is only available at school.
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“trap” set by their children. 
“I told my parents that there 

were no important classes,” says 
Lily. “They understood that spen-
ding the whole day at school could 
feel like a waste of time.” Since 
teenagers move in packs, the trend 
was to fi nd out if their classmates 
were coming. And the majority 
always wins. “If most students 
were not coming, then I wouldn’t 
go to school either because I didn’t 
want to end up alone,” says Lily. 
Riyaad, an Upper 6 student in a 
state school says that in his school, 
students may come in on the day 
they have biology lab practice or 
computer classes – things they 

can’t practice at home. Tuition 
helps with the rest. 

“We choose the days that we 
come in, according to the classes,” 
adds Lily. “We even agreed with 
the teacher what day we’d be 
in and what we would cover in 
that class.” Both Lily and Riyaad 
emphasise the interest in main 
subjects, while students do not 
worry too much about subsidiary 
subjects. Naraindranath Gopee 
disagrees with this logic. “I don’t 
think the students’ arguments 
make sense – main subjects are 
taught over 9 periods per week 
and spread out over the week, and 
5 periods per week for Form 5. So 
why do they only come on specifi c 
days?” he asks. 

The latter also expresses 
his disapproval that parents are 
too tolerant with their children 
and the ministry has been far 
too tolerant of absenteeism. “A 
lot of money is spent on edu-
cation and the resources are 
being wasted because students 
are not in school to use them,” 
he says, adding, “Parents say 
they are aware that their child 
is at home. But I wonder if 
they really know where the 
children are.” 

So, where are the students?
Lily and Riyaad maintain that 

most students are simply at home, 
with the fi rm intention of prepa-
ring for the examinations. “If you 
want to study, you will study, ir-
respective of where you are. You 
could be in a classroom but not 
following class at all,” points out 
Lily. By the time they are in Up-
per 6, students are in a position to 
know what their responsibilities 
are. Is it such a bad thing to allow 
them to be independent learners? 

In many ways, the current si-
tuation is the result of a mindset 
that has grown over several de-
cades, as the structure of the edu-
cation system has in fact fostered 
and reinforced these habits. Em-
phasis has long been on training 
for exams, getting high pass rates 
and competing for national scho-
larships. So can anyone be sur-
prised that parents and students 
alike are happy to work with any 
means that get the job done? Be-
cause the bottom line is that most 
students who choose to engage in 
this seasonal absenteeism are no 
worse off than others. Soondress 
Sawmynaden concedes that the 
phenomenon does not generally 
have an effect on the students’ re-

sults – although he maintains that 
he still encourages them to come 
to school and work with their tea-
chers. Anyhow, when students 
do come to school, says Riyaad, 
nothing forces them to attend all 
classes, although they are forced to 
remain on school premises all day. 

So why force them to spend 
the day at school? Soondress 
Sawmynaden says a fl exible sys-
tem could be considered. “There 
could be a special time table for 

Forms 5 and Upper 6 students 
prior to the exams but all stake-
holders need to sit together to talk 
about this.” It is unlikely that sanc-
tions will make a difference since, 
at the end of the day, it is parents 
who have the strongest say in 
where their children should be. It 
may be time to stop chasing wind-
mills and concentrate on serious 
issues in the education sector. 

Melissa LOUIS

“If you want 
to study, you 

will study, 
irrespective of 
where you are. 
You could be in 
a classroom but 
not following 
class at all.”

Secondary school students rely on private tuition more than school as the exams get closer – a mindset that is unlikely to change soon.

Independent learning allows students to develop a sense of 
responsibility and discipline that they will need later in their lives.
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Music Day

No boundaries, no restrictions

THE chances are that this 
year, the Greek goddess Euterpe 
is glowering at Mauritius from her 
place up on Mount Olympus. For 
reasons that we are yet to fathom, 
the local ministry of education 
has decided that Euterpe’s inter-
related powers over song, dance 
and music are now meant to be 
separate and it has therefore requi-
red that Music Day performances 
in schools exclude dances and 
focus on instrumental and vocal 
performances. Mauritius has no 
lack of musical talent or apprecia-
tion but since not everyone plays 
a musical instrument or sings in 
tune, dancing has always been 
a good alternative. And in case 

those who issue such strange re-
gulations have forgotten, dancing 
involves music!

Music Day has always been 
the highlight of the school year. 
It is the time for students to un-
leash their creativity and bring 
the elements of song, dance and 
even acting together to make the 
most entertaining performances - 
without restrictions. When music 
day turned into a prescriptive 
affair regulated by the ministry 
is beyond me. It would not hurt 
to allow students to enjoy their 
schooling a little more – it may 
bring far better results than 
constantly shortening an already 

tight leash. 
Is the ministry concerned 

about promoting instrumental 
and vocal arts? Fair enough, but 
surely there are better ways to do 
it. After all, Mauritians are not 
adverse to the idea of learning to 
play music. According to Claudie 
Ricaud, director of the Conserva-
toire National de Musique Fran-
çois Mitterrand, enrolment for 
music courses has grown by 10 to 
13% over the past fi ve years. “The 
problem, however, is that many 
young people do not persevere 
with their interest in music,” she 
says, as academic studies become 
the priority. 

At the conservatoire, children 
are encouraged to start formal 
training at the age of six, when 
they fi nish secondary school, they 
have also fi nished their musical 
training and are in a position to 
pursue tertiary studies in music 

and make a career out of it. Ad-
missions are open at the conserva-
toire until 30th June 2011. There’s 
something for everyone, and lear-
ning to play an instrument is not 
limited to children. The conser-
vatoire also offers hobby courses. 
“There is great interest from 
those aged 20 to 30 in our guitar 
accompaniment courses. They 
are people in the early stages of 
their professional life, looking for 
something to do outside work.” 
There has also been growing de-
mand from senior citizens, who 
use their free time to learn to play 
an instrument during the day. 

While the fl ute, the guitar and 
the piano are foundations in lear-
ning to play an instrument; there 
are many options to branch out. 
How about the cello, or saxo-
phone? Youngsters can even 
consider the accordion or oriental 
instruments like the tabla or the 
mridangam, which are being in-
troduced this year. 
In music, there are no boun-
daries. Do the authorities want 
to promote music? Then they 
should just leave it well enough 
alone and focus on their real job 
of managing educational policy. 
Music has always been one of the 
most beautiful forms of freedom 
of expression. That is why Music 
Day or “la Fête de la Musique” 
was created in 1982 in France. 
The aim: take music to the streets 
so that people everywhere could 
express their talents freely. And the 
key word here is freely. 

Melissa LOUIS 

Write to us : weekly@lexpress.mu
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There are countless options for those who want to develop their talents in music but the choice 
should be theirs.

“Taking music 
to the streets 
so that people 

everywhere could 
express their 
talents freely.”
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This invitation to 
shake off your 

slumber, this rallying 
call to arms is also 

the name of an 
artists collective 
fi ghting against 

HIV/AIDS. 

Revey twa! – 
wake up! 


