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Editorial ]

“Modesty died when false modesty was born,” said S. L. 
Clemens, a saying which never sounded truer or more 
appropriate than this week. Take our friend Showkutally 
Soodhun. Isn’t it wonderful for a minister to have the 

modesty to refuse to take on more than he can chew? He accepts, on his 
own initiative of course, to relinquish the portfolio of commerce. Far from 
feeling humiliated, he reiterates his “allegiance to the government” or, in 
other words, his desperate call to be allowed to keep the bone which has been 
stripped of the meat by the prime minister’s sharp carving knife. 

Cut down to size, Mr. Soodhun will spend some time nibbling at the 
following bare bones: Industrial Technology and Development, the Mauri-
tius Standards Bureau, the Mauritius Accreditation Service, whatever these 
mean and (please don’t laugh) the Jewellery Advisory Council. In other 
words, he will cause no further harm. As to his dreams of becoming the PM 
of this country, well, maybe in another life.

Then we have some members of our Legislative Assembly who are so 
modest that they believe that they can do two major jobs simultaneously 
better than if they were shared between two people? If one is drawing a 
salary and still has time to take on another job, the chances are that one is 
probably underworked and the problem should be tackled immediately. I 
hope the bill goes through and that opportunities are opened up to a wider 
circle of people instead of being restricted to those who hog up so many 
responsibilities and do not tire of reminding us of the sacrifi ces they are 
making for the country. 

The same principle should be extended to some of our indispensable 
civil servants like our chief government valuer who is so unique that he ac-
cepts, for the sake of serving the country, to do two jobs simultaneously with 
such gross confl ict of interest that one can only wonder where those who 
are paid to protect our interests hide in such circumstances. The parastatal 
bodies are perhaps the worst demonstration of the monopoly some have on 
our institutions. Some of our well-connected compatriots have been sitting 
on boards for years and will never, out of their own volition, go back to their 
profession because, if they have one, they are so poor at it that they cannot 
pay their bills by exercising it. Some are being moved from one board to 
another and are too modest to stop sacrifi cing themselves and take up a 
regular job where they are called upon to actually work to make a living. 

And this modesty is not the monopoly of the rich and powerful. Take 
the inhabitants of the integrated village of La Valette. This project of social 
integration was an excellent initiative by the National Empowerment Foun-
dation : it provided accommodation to the most vulnerable sections of our 
population in exchange for them committing to taking up employment, 
sending their children to school and settling their mortgages. Today, it is 
clear that many of these people have no intention of working, caring for 
their children or doing anything other than smoking, drinking and, for some, 
taking drugs. The situation has reached such proportions that the minister 
for social integration himself sent a clear warning to those who think they 
are too good to take up employment like the rest of us; a warning which was 
supported even by the Non-Government Organisations working in the area.

This overweening arrogance has become our national trait. Modesty is 
indeed dead and buried.

Weekly@lexpress.mu

These modest souls

Ankit FADIA
 Ethical Hacker

“To become a hacker, 
you need to know how 
to think like a criminal”

by Touria PRAYAG
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Mauripore

A tale 
of two hubs



IF we were to characterize 
the way our state institutions 
function, the best that we could 
come up with would be a pro-
fl igate teenager with little notion 
of priority or clear sense of di-
rection. We can rest assured that 
no matter how serious an issue 
might be, we can never be disap-
pointed in our expectation that 
it will be treated with disdain 
and the solutions need not make 
much sense. 

Our health care system, one 
of the objects of national pride, 
is a good example.  Nurses were 
up in arms. With just 3,500 
nurses in the system, one nurse 
for every 370 patients, our over-
burdened health-care workers 
are legitimately peeved with the 
lack of resources and the lack of 
attention given to this sector. 

Then we have the issue of 
the mistreatment of migrant 
workers. This week 80 Indian 
workers were deported for the 
crime of protesting, in front of 
the Ministry of Labour, against 
bad working conditions at the 
Ivy Leather Textile Company. 

One can seriously question the 
aptitude of a ministry that fails to 
protect workers that are, as in this 
case, right under their very nose. 

Obeying the dictates 
of logic

Speaking of ministries, 
however, we should not be all 

too surprised. With portfolios 
being exchanged at will, and 
distributed seemingly without 
much forethought. Minister 
of Industry and Commerce, 
Showkutally Soodhun, has 
swapped the ‘commerce’ part 
of the ministry with the repre-
sentative of the general popula-
tion, also known as Michael Sik 
Yuen. To the purists who may 

object that cabinet portfolios 
should obey the dictates of logic 
and ask “would not commerce 
clash with consumer protec-
tion,” may we point out that 
we do have precedent. For ins-
tance, despite the existence of a 
Ministry of Local Government 
and Outer Islands, we have in 
addition, a Ministry of Fisheries 
and Rodrigues, even though, as 
the astute reader would have 
gauged, Rodrigues is outside 
the mainland and is after all…
an island. That should suffi ce 
for the pedants out there. 

Speaking of misuse of re-
sources, where would we be 
without the latest in the Jean 
Suzanne soap opera. The bligh-
ted poster-boy of Mauritian te-
lecommunications now wants 
262,000 rupees released for 
monthly expenses. Any won-
der Infi nity BPO had trouble 
balancing the books? Actually, 
Jean Suzanne isn’t such an out-
lier but is quite symptomatic of 
our priorities. 

 Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Theatre: Mauritius
Performances of a play entitled 
Mauritius by Theresa Rebeck will 
be held at the Serge Constantin 
Theatre in Vacoas. The plot revolves 
around five characters that all want 
to get their hands on the famous 
Blue Penny stamp. Dates for the play 
are: Friday 10th and Saturday 11th 
June at 8pm, Sunday 12th at 
2pm, Thursday 16th, 
Friday 17th and Satur-
day 18th at 8pm. Tickets 
cost Rs 500 or Rs 
400. Call Otayo 
on 466 9999 for 
reservations. 

Exhibition: 
Deeljeet Heerasing
This Mauritian artist, settled in Pa-
ris, is presenting a collection of about 
30 oil paintings at L’Atelier, in Port 
Louis. The exhibition will run until 
Monday 20th June. The paintings 
depict various aspects of life in Mau-

ritius, influenced by 
the artist’s child-
hood memories. 

Celebrating 
Franz Liszt
A piano concert by Frère Arnaud 
Blunat will be held at the Alliance 
Française in Bell Village on Friday 
10th June at 8pm. He will perform 
several works composed by Franz 
Liszt, a classical music virtuoso of 
Hungarian origin. The concert is a 
tribute to Franz Liszt, whose 200th 
birth anniversary is being comme-
morated this year. Tickets cost Rs 
325. Call Otayo for more infor-
mation. 

l’express p.28l’express Insert N° 3 • Friday 10 June 2011 ] Q U I C K R E A D ]

Week at a glance ]
Teenage logic
No sense of priority

Thought 
for the Day]
“Knowledge is 
like a candle. As 
it lights another 
candle, the light of 
the original candle 
is not diminished.”

Events ]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stéphane BENOIT

The Soodhun-Sik Yuen swap shows just how arbitrary the 
distribution of ministerial portfolios is. 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT 
DAY (WED) in Mauritius, obser-

ved on 5th June, is targeting a number 
of issues affecting Mauritius. An exhibition 
organised by the Ministry of Environment 
is being held at the Grand Bay Conference 
Centre until Saturday 11th June. The event is 
open to the public and covers themes such as 
Maurice Ile Durable, recycling, eco-friendly 
products and green energy. As part of WED, 
a campaign entitled “Zero Plastic” was also 
launched to raise awareness on reducing the 
use of plastic in Mauritius. A way of encoura-
ging the “green” spirit amongst Mauritians.  

And speaking of green, this year’s 

theme for WED is “Forests: Nature at your 
service.” In a small country like Mauritius, 
where forests are not so diffi cult to access, 
the lungs of the earth, as they are known, 
are not particularly close to our hearts. Yet, 
forests are crucially important to the ba-
lance of our eco-system, for their oxygen 
producing capacities, as much as for the 
fact that they are the home to many rare 
plant and animal species. Forests help fi ght 
climate change, deforestation pushes us in 
the wrong direction. For example, would 
we be facing such dramatic changes in rain 
and climatic patterns if our forests had not 
been so badly depleted? 

Globally, the decline in forests has been 
dramatic. Here are just a few fi gures from 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme. Deforestation and degradation 
of forests account for 20% of global green-
house emissions that forests would normal-
ly absorb. 36 million acres of natural forests 
are lost each year and forests are essential 
to supplying water for about 50% of the 
world’s largest cities. Food for thought the 
next time you think of chopping down a 
tree. Don’t underestimate the power of our 
forests. Is it time to reconnect with nature?

 Melissa LOUIS

World Environment Day 2011

A greener 
mindset

Often 
taken for 

granted, forests 
have a major role 

in ecological 
stability.
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Mahen Gowreessoo 
in L’Hebdo:

“The MSM and the Labour 
Party come from two different 

schools of thought. They will 
not be able to work together.”

Françoise Foning, a 
Cameroonian businesswoman, 

in L’express Dimanche:

“My father loved me so 
much that he forged my birth 

certifi cate so that I could stay in 
school longer.” 

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

 B
E

E
K

A
SH

 R
O

O
PU

N

The Rainbow Parade calling for 
equal rights for the LGBT 
in Rose Hill last weekend. 

Rainbow Parade

On a quest for equality

IF you happened to be in 
Rose Hill around noon last Sa-
turday, you may have seen a 
rainbow coloured crowd para-
ding through the streets with 
signs defending the rights of the 
LGBT community. Organised 
for the 6th year by the Collectif 
Arc-en-Ciel, the Rainbow Pa-
rade brings together gays, les-
bians and transsexuals for whom 
the event is a chance to come out 
in the open and be themselves. 
But the parade is not limited to 
the LGBT. “There were many 
heterosexuals in the parade, 
which is just wonderful!” says 
Audrey Kelly, secretary of the 

Collectif Arc-en-Ciel’s executive 
committee. And one cannot for-
get representatives from partner 
organizations, like Amnesty, Pils 
and Parapluies Rouges. 

This year, the Collectif 
was particularly pleased with 
the turnout, which was higher 
than at the 2010 event. How do 
people respond to the parade? 
Audrey Kelly is optimistic. “I 
think that people have changed 
their perspective. They are more 
aware and don’t give us dirty 
looks when we walk by. They 
understand that gay people are 
like every one else and are not 
diabolical creatures,” she says. 
But she points out that many 
LGBT people have not actual-
ly made their coming out and 
many people are afraid to walk 
with the parade in case they are 
labeled as gay.

The theme this year was 
“Equal Rights, no more, no 
less”, which translates into le-
gal recognition for the com-
munity and protection against 
discrimination on the grounds 
of sexual orientation. “We are 
basically asking for the same 
rights as other people – no-
thing more. We just want to be 
recognized by law,” explains 
Audrey Kelly. At this point in 
time, the only law mentioning 
sexual orientation that has been 

voted and promulgated is the 
Employment Rights Act, which 
prevents a person from being 
refused a job or being fi red 
on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion. “It’s a start,” says Audrey 
Kelly, before she mentions the 
infamous Equal Opportunities 
Act, which would concretely 
prevent discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation – if 
it had been promulgated. “Ho-
mophobia doesn’t exist in our 
laws,” she adds. 

There is massive work to be 
done on the legal front. While it 
is one the main rights the Collec-
tif is asking for, it may be a very 
long time before the community 
gets legal recognition like the 
right to get married and live with 
the same rights as other couples. 
And that day, it will be a dream 
come true for the Collectif Arc-
en-Ciel and all its supporters. 

Melissa LOUIS

“It may be a 
very long time 

before the 
community 
gets legal 

recognition.”
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Spare 
some change 

What does it mean to be Mauritian in 
2011? At fi rst glance, this might seem 
like a ridiculously abstract question; 
one might as well ask what it means 

to be a member of the Fellowship of the Ring. Dig 
a bit deeper though and it throws up some perti-
nent interrogations. In The Clash of Civilizations, 
his controversial book on the growing rift between 
the so-called world religions, Samuel Huntington 
quotes someone as saying, “We can not love who we 
are if we don’t hate who we are not”. In a society 
riven by ethnic and class divisions, it appears that 
we increasingly defi ne ourselves by “who we are not” 
rather than “who we are”. 

This is not only facile, but hugely restrictive too. So, 
for the sake of argument, let’s indulge in some soul-
searching. We can begin with a very broad question. Do 
we consider ourselves to be progressive or conservative? 
Again, this might seem like a rather silly interrogation. 
After all, what does it really mean to be progressive or 
conservative in this day and age when the lines between 
the two are becoming increasingly blurred by globali-
sation? Yet, by hazarding an answer, we can learn a lot 
about our aspirations. To identify with the former osten-
sibly implies a desire for change. To throw one’s lot in with 
the latter, on the other hand, usually implies a preference 
for tradition and the continuation of the status quo. 

Knowing which side of the fence you’re on can come 
in rather useful when the moment comes to make cer-
tain big decisions. As you’ve probably noticed though, you 
don’t always get to have a say in which of the two prevails. 
Take Mauritian society, which, by and large, can be con-
sidered to be conservative. Despite our best efforts, it’s 
in a state of fl ux. Would you have imagined, for instance, 
that the day would come when school kids would beat up 
cops? Probably not. Nor would you have chosen to allow 
things to degenerate to such a point. Yet, by refusing to 
confront certain ineluctable realities, such as the obso-
leteness of our education system and the growing aliena-
tion of youth, we’ve all been complicit in this delinquency. 

In other words, things change no matter how conserv-
ative you are. It’s called evolution and resistance, as the 
ominous catchphrase goes, is futile. Better then to go for 
bust and embrace change. At least this will give you the 
chance of exerting some infl uence over the process. Yet, 
for some reason, we remain patently disinclined to do so. 
Why is this? Of course, people have a natural mistrust of 
change (which means that it’s much easier to be conserv-
ative than progressive). But this alone does not entirely 
explain why we’ve made so little headway in building a 
nation rather than a compartmentalised society where 
politicians riff on our differences. 

A possible reason is that we’re labouring under the 
mistaken impression that our conservatism is a way of 
upholding certain ancestral values, of connecting past 
and future generations. This is blinkered at best. For what 
has our averseness to change spawned if not communal-
ism, corruption, incompetence and suspicion? Perhaps 
there’s a moral to this particular story, an imploration to 
not fear change, but to actually demand it. We can start 
by demanding electoral reform, equal opportunities, 
transparency and accountability. 

Doing so might not fully answer the question of what 
it means to be Mauritian in 2011 but it’ll make the expe-
rience a damn sight more rewarding.  

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

IT’S always nice to receive a 
compliment from someone you 
respect and admire.  This helps 
explain why the Singaporean 
president’s musings on Mau-
ritius’s democratic credentials 
struck such a chord of national 
pride. Indeed, Sellapan Rama 
Nathan lauded the country 
for being a “refl ection of de-
mocracy”. The only problem 
is that the compliment rings 
a bit hollow when set against 
the backdrop of the continued 
postponement of the municipal 
elections. Yet, apart from attrac-
ting criticism from the opposi-
tion and the press, this slap in 
the face of local democracy has 
largely failed to rouse public 
indignation. The question that 
begs is: why do we care so little 
for local elections, which, to all 
intents and purposes, should 
form the cornerstone of any vi-
brant democracy?  

For argument’s sake, imagine 

the following: it’s election year 
and government announces that 
it has decided to put off the ge-
neral elections indefi nitely. The 
ensuing uproar would probably 
bring the country to a standstill, 
not least because such a decision 
would be anti-constitutional. 
The fact that local government 
is not enshrined in the supreme 
law of the land is perhaps indi-
cative of its lowly place in our 
common consciousness. Yet, 
this is to do a great injustice to 
the institutions that comprise 
it, even if their legacy has been 
enormously tarnished in the past 
two or so decades.  

As Chit Dukhira, an autho-
rity on local government, ex-
plains, the municipality of Port 
Louis was “the cradle of demo-
cracy in Mauritius”. As early as 
1850, 18 members were elected 
to the municipal council which 
had wide-reaching responsibili-
ties ranging from the supply of 

Municipalities

Shadows of their 
former selves
The postponement of municipal elections has been 
mostly met with shrugs. Town-dwellers, it seems, no longer 
care about local government. Sadly, there doesn’t seem to 
be any light at the end of this particular tunnel.  

Even the essen-
tials are ignored 
sometimes.B
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A relic of more 
glorious times.
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electricity and water to the run-
ning of the Mayor’s Court and 
municipal police. To put things 
into perspective, the fi rst gene-
ral elections were only held 16 
years later and even then only 
10 of the 30 representatives were 
elected. This venerable tradition 
was to continue for over a cen-
tury and some of the country’s 
greatest politicians began their 
careers in local government. 

Nowadays though, it’s consi-
dered a decent showing if 30% 
of voters turn up for the munici-
pal elections, less if they’re held 
several months after the general 
elections when the “electoral fe-
ver” has died down. A 2008 re-
port on democratic governance 
in Mauritius by the Electoral 
institute for the sustainability 
of democracy in Africa (EISA) 
sums up the situation nicely: 
“Decentralized administration, 
i.e. local government, has a long 
tradition of over two hundred 
years in Mauritius and has been 
the bed and stepping stone of 
opposition parties particularly 
in the urban areas. It has seen at 
different periods the best in per-
formance and contribution to 
socio-economic development, 
and the worst in terms of abuse 
of power and non-performance 
of its statutory duties. There has 
been an obvious decline in the 
quality of governance of local 
government institutions since 
the mid-nineties”. 

This “decline” perhaps helps 
to explain why the postpone-
ment of municipal elections 
failed to provoke any noticeable 
wave of indignation. The legis-
lative elections have, over the 
years, become the absolute be-
all and end-all of the democratic 
process, the last winner-takes-

it-all contest that can still mobi-
lize the whole nation. Yet, what 
caused the loss of interest in 
local elections in the fi rst place? 

Voters, it appears, harbour 
very few illusions that the out-
comes of these jousts will ac-
tually have an impact on the 
way their towns are managed 
and, by extension, their quality 
of life. Sadly, it seems that the 
days when municipalities were 
the beating heart of urban life 
are long gone and have been 
replaced with the simple expec-
tation that the local authorities 
fulfi ll certain basic responsibili-
ties, such as collecting waste and 
keeping roads in passably good 
condition. And even these core 
duties are sometimes neglected. 

“Sure, I’d like to see the mu-
nicipality being far more active, 
but I’ve resigned myself to ha-
ving to be satisfi ed with very 
little,” sighs Pierre, a long-time 
inhabitant of Rose-Hill. Al-
though he’s quick to laud the 
municipality’s decision to rid 
Margéot Square of hawkers, 
he’s at a loss to explain why 
some busy areas are still bereft 
of pavements, as well as the lack 
of coordination between the mu-
nicipality and the police. Pierre 
recalls the days when local go-
vernment was the place up and 
coming politicians went to cut 
their teeth, to familiarize them-
selves with the intricacies of ad-
ministering a country.   

Things have changed a lot 
since those halcyon days of the 
Mauritian town hall. Municipal 
councils have become a place 
to send loyal political agents 
and “koler lafi s”. “The 
quality of counci-
lors has seriously 
declined in the last 

decade, particularly in munici-
pal councils. During the eighties 
when the party which controlled 
these councils was in the opposi-
tion at national level, it took great 
pains to ensure that the quality 
of councilors would be the best 
possible so that the results of 
performance in urban areas 
would provide gains at national 
level. As the party became part 
of government in the nineties, it 
has become more complacent 
and relegated local government 
to the background. 52.5% of 
those interviewed for the Public 
Opinion Survey are not satisfi ed 
with the way their elected repre-
sentatives at local level look after 
their interests” noted EISA. 

Given the lax nature of the 
selection process and its 

attendant ills – a lack of com-
petencies, commitment and 
vision - it’s hardly a surprise 
that so many municipal counci-
lors have become embroiled in 
controversies, ranging from a 
tendency to waste public money 
on social events and overseas 
trips to accusations of outright 
embezzlement. Yet, rather than 
cause public outrage, these 
simply seem to comfort town-
dwellers in their disdain for the 
rapacious offi cials running the 
show. “There’ve been many 
scandals involving municipa-
lities and there’s a very strong 
perception that corruption is 
pervasive,” observes Vina Bal-
gobin of the University of Mau-
ritius’s faculty of social sciences 
and humanities. “Local govern-
ment institutions are supposed 
to be the primary guarantors of 
the wellbeing of citizens of this 
country. If they fail in this duty, 
then something’s obviously not 
working.” She considers that 
municipalities are now content 
to simply act as “administrative 
service providers” that engage 
in “fi refi ghting” when the need 
arises. Apparently, Mauritians 
have learnt to adapt to this situa-
tion by bypassing local authori-
ties altogether in favour of their 
local MPs. Indeed, many town-
dwellers now prefer to address 
their grievances and requests di-
rectly to members of the central 

government rather 

than to ineffective local autho-
rities.    

Yet, it’s too easy to sim-
ply blame the authorities for all 
that’s wrong with the system. 
“Everybody complains but no-
body wants to get involved, to 
protest,” despairs Chit Dukhira. 
He contrasts the absence of civic 
movements here to the vibrant 
activism in India which helps 
get things done. “It’s not about 
politics, it’s about civism!” he 
exclaims. In particular, Vina Bal-
gobin accuses the elite of having 
abdicated its responsibilities. 
“It’s becoming more and more 
obvious that everybody’s just 
playing along. Nobody wants to 
reverse the degradation of our 
institutions.” 

She believes part of the 
solution lies in getting promi-
sing young politicians to prove 
themselves at local government 
level rather than sending them 
straight to Parliament. In addi-
tion, younger generations should 
be “educated about the roles of 
institutions”. EISA, on the other 
hand, thinks that “to achieve 
good local governance, there 
must be sentinel watchtowers 
constantly assessing the perfor-
mance of local administration 
and civil society participation. 
The primary responsibility for 
this lies with those who reside 
within the regions concerned.”  

Which brings us right back 
to square one. If people can’t 
even be bothered to contest the 
postponement of municipal 
elections, how can we expect 
them to act as the stewards of 
local institutions? There’s no 
way of sugarcoating the answer: 
we can’t. 

Nicholas RAINER 

“The solution 
lies in getting 

promising young 
politicians to 

prove themselves 
at local 

government 
level rather than 
sending them 

straight 
to Parliament.”



■ Let’s start with this question: who is 
Ankit Fadia?

I defi ne myself as an ethical hacker. 
■ Why ‘ethical hacker?’- does the word 
‘hacker’ on its own have a pejorative 
connotation? 

Traditionally, a hacker was somebody 
who knew everything about technology and 
understood how to work the computer, in-
ternet etc. in ways s/he wanted to. Over the 
years, the term hacker has come to have  a 
negative connotation. Whenever some cy-
bercrime happens, they say that somebody 
has ‘hacked’ into the system. So to separate 
hackers from cybercriminals, the term ‘ethi-
cal hacker’ was devised. 
■ And what exactly are the parameters 
within which you operate? 

An ethical hacker is usually somebody 
hired by a company and given permission to 
hack into their network and in the process get 
to know what the security loopholes are. In the 
process, they will create a report saying  “Hey 
these are your problems and this is how you 
can fi x them”. So this is what an ethical hacker 
does. He takes the knowledge of the criminal 
and uses it against him. 
■ But if you have that knowledge, what 
prevents you from putting it to any 
other use?

To be honest it’s a very fi ne line. Knowle-
dge is powerful but it comes with great res-
ponsibility. One has to be very careful. 
■ As an ethical hacker, where would 
you stand in relation to WikiLeaks, for 
example? 

I personally feel that some information 
is confi dential for a reason. So I don’t agree 
with the ideology of wikileaks, of putting every 
thing up online, especially confi dential infor-
mation. 
■ So you think its okay for government 
offi cials to be using secret information 
behind our backs? 

It’s diffi cult to have a strong stand on the 
issue either way but I still personally lean on 
the side that some information is confi dential 
for a reason. An ordinary citizen hacking into 
government military computers and stealing 
information is not acceptable.
■ When you talk about ethical hacking, 
don’t you actually mean legal hacking?

Yes. It also means that you are not going to 
harm anybody. For example, the most com-
mon example of hacking  is using the photo-

graphs and data of innocent women to set up 
fake profi les for putting up obscene messages. 
It’s not just illegal but it also harms somebody 
and their reputation. 
■ Did wikileaks harm anybody or did it 
free the world of all these secrets which 
happened behind closed doors?

Wikileaks actually started out as so-
mething quite interesting. What ended up 
happening was that once it got so big, you 
had all these people trying to hack into go-
vernment computers to try to steal informa-
tion. Also existing government employees 
started feeding false information to wikileaks, 
so when they are receiving millions of sub-
missions, it’s very diffi cult to determine what 
is genuine and what’s not. Initially they had 
control over how they got the information. 
Now they don’t. 
■ You’ve written so many bestselling 
books about hacking - what makes your 
books such a big success? 

Basically I grew up in India; we had no 
books on hacking. When I wrote the fi rst one, 
the response was fantastic. We sold something 
like 40 or 50,000 copies before the book was 
even released. Usually books are fi rst pu-
blished in the U.S and the U.K then local In-
dian editions are released. With my books, it 
was the reverse. We had the Indian edition out 
fi rst and then global editions came out. 
■ Though you wrote 14 other bestsel-
lers translated into several languages, 
you never managed to beat that record, 
did you?

No, I think that my first book was raw and 
I did not think much. about the consequences. 
It was not a controlled logic. I was perhaps a 

little immature and presented essentially raw 
information which is what I think made a lot 
of people like it. 
■ It was more spontaneous, you mean? 

Yes, because when you’re 14 you 
don’t think about the consequences of 
giving information. 
■ What does one need to become a 
hacker? 

To become a hacker you need four things: 
You need to know about programming, you 
need to know networking,the basics of Linux 
and, most importantly, you need to know how 
to think like a criminal. 
■ So what’s the percentage of people 
excluded already? 

(Laughs) A lot of people. The fi rst three 
things can be learned but the fourth thing you 
have to learn on your own. It’s a talent you 
have to develop, and I classify thinking like a 
criminal as a talent which you defi nitely re-
quire if you want to be successful as a hacker. 
■ When you say you have to develop the 
capability to think like a criminal, how 
does a criminal actually think? 

A criminal is thinking about how to take 
advantage of the system, how to break it, fi nd 
a loophole or bypass it for his/her own per-
sonal benefi t. This could be put to positive 
as well as negative use. Hacking for me is a 
concept: it’s being able to use information to 
do things that most people don’t know. 
■ What did your workshop teach those 
who could afford you? 

Practical demonstrations of hacking 
into everything from the passwords that 
you use everyday, your cell phone, your 
ATM machine or any kind of machine 

that you use. I did live demonstrations on 
how it can be done. 
■ What’s the point of teaching people 
how to think like criminals? 

Most people don’t realize how vulne-
rable they are. When you put them in a room 
and hack into something that’s personal to 
them, they suddenly realise how vulnerable 
they, their organisation and their kids really 
are. Suddenly they start taking cyber protec-
tion seriously. So yes I do show them how to 
hack, but the idea is not to teach them how 
to be criminals. It’s not like you attend a se-
minar and come out criminals the next day. 
What I do on stage is simple and exciting, 
but hacking is not that easy to learn. 
■ Will you teach me how to hack into a 
bank for example? 

(Outburst of laughter) No.
■ But you could hack into a bank’s sys-
tem if you wanted to. 

Yes. 
■ If you did not teach our CEOs how to 
do that, what did you teach them? 

I explained to them that the biggest risk in 
an organisation is its own employees…
■ Well, thanks!

(Loud chuckles)… Because they are already 
inside the system,they have access to sensitive 
data and have plenty of opportunities to steal 
it . So how do you protect yourself from your 
own employees? There are certain measures 
that a company could take. For example, have 
a fi re wall, security measures such as disabling 
USB drivers and forbidding the use of per-
sonal emails because documents could be 
sent to a competitor from a personal email 
account. Personal email accounts cannot be 
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Ankit FADIA
 Ethical Hacker

 Invited by the Taylor Smith 
Group as part of an attempt 
to create awareness in the 
corporate world of the reali-
ties of cyber security and 
the need for businesses to 
address the risks involved, 
the widely celebrated Ankit 
Fadia, is the author of 14 
best-selling books on hac-
king. He accepts to take 
us on an unusual trip into 
the cyber space where we 
discover the man and his 
fascinating world. 

“To become a hacker, you need to know 
how to think like a criminal”



monitored, only offi cial email accounts are. 
■ Does that mean that all the compa-
nies are sitting there reading all the 
emails that we are sending out from the 
company account?

Of course. In the U.S, employees have to 
sign a document authorizing the company to 
look into their email accounts whenever they 
wish. I don’t know about Mauritius but in 
India they don’t make employees sign any-
thing but go through the employees’ emails 
nevertheless. 
■ What about government? Are the 
secret services having fun reading our 
emails too?

Yes, the government has access to eve-
rything that is happening online including 

what emails we are sending, what we 
are chatting about, what websites 

we visit. However, they don’t sit 
and actively read all this data. 
They only refer to it or look at it 
when and if they need to. They 

have the power to spy on eve-
rything, though. 

■ So, our CEOs now know how to spy 
on us properly.

(Laughs) Well, I didn’t teach them that! 
I only taught them how to better protect 
their organisations. For example, a lap 
top is company property, and employees 
should not be doing certain things. What 
I recommend to companies is to have a 
recreational room or something for em-
ployees to use computers there for leisure 
time that is unrestricted. This is a price that 
companies have to pay. 
■ How much of all this is paranoia? 

Most companies think it’s paranoia until 
something goes wrong. It’s like insurance: one 
could ask why get fi re insurance if the last fi re 
in their building was 100 years ago. But we 
still need to have it in case one does take place. 
I’m sure you must have heard about the Sony 
case, where the credit cards and identity de-
tails of customers worldwide were stolen just a 
month ago. Even Blackberry was attacked and 
the android platform of Google. Just the other 
day, government offi cials in the U.S alleged 
that Chinese hackers were targeting the emails 
of top government offi cials. 
■ How many such hackers do you think 
there are out there? 

Nobody knows. They stay underground. 
Most don’t even want to be known. Most just 
want to have fun and have regular lives and 
jobs which will obviously be IT related.
■ How much fun can you derive from 
prying into people’s private details?

Go to any college student and ask them 
why they’re on Facebook. It’s not like Fa-
cebook is the fi rst way to stay in touch with 
people. You could stay in touch with people 
on chat. But why Facebook? There are pho-
tos and videos. Young people put pictures of 
nicely dressed people in a party. That’s what 
people want to see. And many people may 
not have the confi dence to, say, go up to a 
cute girl and talk to her.  Now, sitting in the 
comfort of their room, they don’t have to 
dress up, they could be in bed, but they can 
still see what that cute guy or girl is up to. 
That is what drives Facebook. So compa-
ring that to computer hacking, sitting in my 
room, I can see what you are doing in your 
life and you have no idea about the sense of 
power and rush that I get. You know, wow, 
I’m able to do this. 
■ Apart from what I’m doing in my life, 

what’s the big deal about this whole hac-
king thing?

The other day, the NASA network was 
attacked by a kid from Russia who managed 
to control a spaceship in space. So imagine 
being able to do something like that! More 
recently, there’s something called the Stuxnet 
Worm. Everybody says that the US govern-
ment created the virus and what the virus 
did was that it attacked only the Iranian 
nuclear department computer. So the next 
world war, if it ever happens, may actually 
be through the internet. You don’t necessarily 
need to go with tanks and bombs and air-
planes to take over a country anymore. 
■ At what point did you realise that 
you had this talent of thinking like a 
criminal? 

I fi rst hacked when I was 13. My favourite 
computer magazine was a magazine called the 
Chip Magazine, in India. So one Friday af-
ternoon, I hacked the Chip India website and 
put my photograph in the place of the web-
site. And I got super excited like “Wow, my 
favourite magazine and I put my photograph 
on the website.” 
■ And presumably your fi rst book was 
about giving advice to young people 
about how to do the same thing? 

It was about how to hack and how to pro-
tect yourself.
■ You mean at that age, you were 
already thinking corporate protection? 

Not as much as my more recent books. 
The fi rst book was more about how to hack 
and less about how to protect yourself. 
■ If I acquired your book, would I learn 
how to get into your bank account and 
sweep it clean?

(Laughs) No!
■ Do you know how to do that?

It can be done, but in reality what happens 
is that it’s traceable. The money would have to 
be transferred to some other account in some 
other bank. Usually the criminal has to be fast, 
withdraw the money immediately in cash and 
then leave the country. 
■ Oh, why leave the country? Can’t you 
transfer it to an account abroad? 

You can, but as long as it is in a bank ac-
count, it can be recovered and there can be 
legal action. Ideally, if you don’t want to get 
caught, or if you don’t want any litigation 
happening, you should take the money and 
leave the country. 
■ Is this the advice you have given our 
CEOs?

(Laughs) No, I did not talk about this at all!
■ They didn’t pay enough? 

(More laughter) Yes! A smart criminal 
will not only be able to hack in but also de-
lete the traces he has left behind. In most 
banks in most countries, you need to show 
proof of identity to open a bank account but 
there are countries where you can forge do-
cuments or create an account using a false 
name. If you do that, then there’s no way 
to get caught again because it’s a fake ac-
count and you’ve withdrawn the cash and 
there is no link between that account and 
you. For regular kind of hacking, not talking 
about banking at all, if I wanted to hack into 
someone’s network and not leave any trace 
behind,  I would connect to the proxy server 
in Russia and then hack in. I could be sit-
ting in the same room as the person whose 
computer I’m hacking but when he investi-
gates the matter, he will see that someone in 
Russia hacked him and the police here will 

spend all their time investigating in Russia! 
But I am here in the same room. 
■ Is hacking a good career?

It is. It’s very exciting. It’s not like having 
some boring programming job where you do 
the same thing over and over again for the rest 
of your life. It’s something new and you get 
the rush of protecting, of fi ghting; it’s almost 
like a game you are playing in real life and you 
are getting good money to do it. 
■ What’s the hackers’ age group? 

The best hackers are young people aged 
between 12 to 25. 
■ What happens afterwards? Do people 
get bored with hacking? 

I think life interferes between them and 
their passion. A marriage takes place and 
suddenly you realise that you need to pay 
the bills and you need to earn money…
■ Can’t you pay the bills through 
hacking?

You can, but not everybody can be that 
successful. Also technology changes so fast 
that, if you’re stuck with life, you don’t have 
time to upgrade your skills. 
■ Do you, then, feel that you are left 
behind?

Well, yes but, by that time, you are also 
doing other things. I personally feel that the 
main reason why the best hackers are young 
people is that they have a lot of free time and 
they pick up technology really well. The youn-
ger generation will always be better hackers 
because of the time. 
■ Because of the time not because of the 
mindset?  

Mindset also, because young people 
are less conscious of the consequences. 
Someone who creates a virus that brings 
down the entire internet is likely to be a 
young person because when you’re older 
you’re more conscious. 
■ So you would never put your photo up 
on your favourite magazine today?

Oh no, I would never do that again. 
■ What else would you not do?

When I was at school, there was this cute 
girl that I liked and I hacked into her email 
account. I would never do that again. 
■ What did you fi nd out? 

(Laughs) Nothing very interesting. But she 
found out I had done that. 
■ So you weren’t very good then? 

No, it’s just that I was the only hacker 
she knew, and she knew I had a thing for 
her. Today, I wouldn’t do that because I 
respect people’s privacy and I think eve-
ryone has skeletons in their closet and it’s 
best to leave them alone. In the last 10-12 
years, I have learned that you can make a 
good living by staying on the right side of 
the law and even if I’m tempted, I prefer 
to stay there. 
■ What’s the ideal age to learn how to 
hack? 

Probably fi fteen or sixteen because 
that’s when children know enough about 
the internet and technology and that’s when 
they will get that kick and excitement about 
doing something that someone else cannot.
■ Aren’t you worried that they might 
misuse it? 

Anything that you know may be misused. 
Yes, there is going to be a percentage of people 
who misuse the knowledge. But if anyone 
wants to commit a crime, there are other ways 
to do that. 

Touria PRAYAG
PHOTOS : CYNTHIA EDOUARD 
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 “When you put 
people in a room and 
hack into something 

that’s personal 
to them, they 

suddenly realise how 
vulnerable they, their 

organisation and 
their kids really are.” 



Trade between the two 
islands is in need of 
a fi llip; statistics sup-
plied by the Mauri-

tian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (MCCI) show that this 
trade remains underdeveloped. For 
instance, for the year 2010 the larg-
est imports from Singapore were 
lubricating oils, chemicals, printed 
books and sweet biscuits. The fore-
most exports to Singapore for the 
same year were medicaments, cop-
per, aluminium and alloy scrap fol-
lowed by frozen fi sh. This paucity 
of trade is explained by the fact 
that both economies have a similar 
entrepôt character. Singapore, like 
Mauritius, is geared towards attrac-
ting capital not exporting it. This 
is why Singapore unsuccessfully 
lobbied a reluctant India in 2008 
to sign a similar Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement with it as 
that between India and Mauritius. 
The idea was to gain a level-playing 
fi eld with Mauritius in attracting 
India-bound capital. 

This similarity has, however, 
led many in Mauritius to believe 
that emulating Singapore’s growth 
path will automatically lead to 
similar levels of prosperity. Louis 
Rivalland, President of the Joint 
Economic Council (JEC), sum-
marized this in his speech on the 
6th of June: “Singapore has been a 
key and strategic platform that 
optimized 

on the opportunity accruing from 
the opening up of China since 
1979.  When India opened up in 
the early 1990s, Singapore could 
build on this experience and create 
a new synergy.” As the argument 
goes, Mauritius can take advantage 
of an opening up of the African 
continent and play a similar role 
as a trading hub, which Singa-
pore did for Asia. As Ray Fergu-
son, CEO of Standard Chartered 
Bank in Singapore and regional 
head of the bank in South-East 
Asia wrote in the Singapore-based 
Business Times on the 1st of June 
2011, “We believe the time is right 
to strengthen links between the 
two hubs to benefi t from…trade 
between a rapidly developing 
Asia and a buoyant Afri-
ca.” Rivalland further 

stressed that “we in Mauritius have 
always looked upon Singapore as 
an economic model with whom we 
should work closely.” 

False image
This drive to emulate Sin-

gapore is nothing new, accord-
ing to Rajni Lallah of LALIT. 
“Since the eighties, 
everybody from 
A n e r o o d 
Jugnauth, 
to the 

MMM to the Labour party, 
have been enamoured by the 
city-state and have viewed it as a 
model.” This rests largely upon 
a fi ctional notion of the charac-
ter of the Singaporean economy 
and entrepreneurship. 

The American Econo-
mist, Paul Krugman who in 
his work “The myth of Asia’s 
Miracle’”stipulated that growth 
in Asia was due to high rates of 
investment but was hamstrung 
when it came to technological in-
novation, prompted much soul-
searching in Singapore, which 
grew prosperous by attracting big 
business, not indigenous innova-
tion. Its businessmen, reared in 
an elitist and coercive education 
system are risk-averse, as decried 
by Singapore’s erstwhile strong-
man Lee Kwan Yew who for the 
past decade has called for “a new 
burst of creativity in business” and 
embracing risk. 

It is not only Singaporean 
entrepreneurship, however, that 
is misunderstood in Port Louis, 
but also the very structure of the 
economy. For instance, six out of 
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A tale of two
The visit of Singaporean President 
Sellapan Ramanathan has led to the 
signing of two memoranda of 
understanding between the Singapore 
Business Federation, the Mauritian 
Board of Investment (BOI) and the 
Mauritius Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (MCCI). The assumption is that 
this will boost commerce between the two 
island nations and ultimately strengthen 
the argument that Mauritius can repli-
cate Singapore’s development model. The 
only problem is, the picture we have of 
Singapore is not a very accurate one.

A toast to co-operation - PM Ramgoolam with Singaporean President  
Sellapan Ramanathan at the banquet in his honour.

Many in Mauritius contend 
that Singapore is a model to 
emulate; is this based on an 
accurate perception of the 
city-state? 



the ten largest companies on the 
Singapore stock exchange are 
state-owned. As much as 60% of 
the national output in Singapore 
comes from entities that are, if not 
wholly, then at least partly, state-
owned. This is the exact opposite 
of the trend in Mauritius. 

For all its growth, and far 
from providing a panacea 
for our ills, Singapore suffers 
from much the same issues as 
we do. Prime Minister Navin 
Ramgoolam, at the 6th of June 
banquet in honour of the Singa-
porean president observed that 
“prosperity and GDP growth 
only make sense if they are in-
clusive and everyone shares in 
that progress.” Singapore is no 
closer to solving the inherent 
problem of inclusive growth 
than we are which should give 
cause for thought to those who 
would emulate it. For instance, 
its Gini-coeffi cient, a measure 
of inequality, translates into 
inequality greater than India, 
Kenya or Mauritius.  Nor is the 
understanding of the problem 
all that sophisticated. Lee Kwan 
Yew’s observation in his recent 
work “Hard Truths to Keep 
Singapore Going” that «It’s a 
fact of life. You get a good mare; 
you don’t want a dud stallion to 
breed with your good mare. You 
get a poor foal» is seen as sanc-
tion for offi cial policy that dis-
courages marriage across class 
lines.  No wonder then that the 
2011 elections saw rallies by tens 
of thousands in support of the 
fractured opposition which saw 
them gain 40% of the vote but 
6 seats in the legislature, thanks 
to the fi rst-past- the-post system, 
(another similarity we share). 

Perhaps the most misun-
derstood aspect of Singapore is 
corruption. The Singaporean bu-
reaucracy may have clean hands 
but that’s not where we should 
look. Lee Kwan Yew’s anti-nepo-
tism credentials are diluted when 
we keep in mind that his son Lee 
Hsien Loong is the country’s 
prime minister, whose wife was 
put in charge of the S$ 180 bil-
lion state fi rm Temasek Holdings, 
which is the largest of the state-
run fi rms of the majority-state 
owned economy. The Far Eastern 
Economic Review, the Wall Street 
Journal and British author Alan 
Sandrake are but the most promi-
nent victims of ruinous lawsuits 
brought out by the government 

for everything from criticizing 
the government to questioning 
the independence of Singapore’s 
Judiciary. (Politicians threatening 
legal action is no alien concept in 
Mauritius). This practice has en-
couraged widespread self-censor-
ship across Singapore’s media. 
“The way the law is structured 
and used,” Lallah comments, “no 
press would dare risk it.” 

According to Human Rights 
Watch’s world report 2010, “In-
dividuals who want to criticize or 
challenge the ruling party’s hold on 
power can expect to face a life of ha-
rassment, lawsuits and even prison.» 

Highest per-capita 
execution rate

That the darker underbelly of 
Singapore, which Human Rights 
Watch terms to be a “textbook 
example of a politically repressive 
state”, is little known amongst their 
greatest enthusiasts here should not 
come as a surprise given the level 
of restrictions there. Dan Bundoo 
of Democracy Watch warns that 
“The progress that Singapore 
has shown has not been the result 
of curtailing human rights. It is a 
dictatorship.” Aside from lawsuits, 
there are multiple sticks available 
with which to silence dissident 
voices, ranging from arbitrary de-
tention, which allows authorities to 
jail people in some cases for years 
on end without trial, the highest per 
capita execution rate in the world, 
to more anachronistic punishments 
such as caning, to which 4,078 
people were subjected between Ja-
nuary and September 2008. 

Maurice Lam, President of 
the Board of Investment, in an 

interview to L’Express on the 6th 
of June 2011 observes that “In 
Singapore, government, private 
sector and unions work together.” 
A more accurate picture of the re-
lationship would be that the sole 
union body, the National Trade 
Union Congress (NTUC), bars 
individuals sympathetic to oppo-
sition parties or critical of the ru-
ling People’s Action Party (PAP) 
from holding offi ce positions. The 
NTUC secretary-general is also 
given a cabinet position. The fact 
that “Civil society is absolutely 
state-controlled”, as Lallah puts it, 
has more to do with the “culture 
of consensus” that Lam refers to, 
than the apparently universal bliss 
that obtains in the city-state as local 
enthusiasts proclaim. 

There is no harm in learning 
from Singapore when it comes to 
infrastructure development, a fi eld 
in which they have excelled, such 
as our dilapidated water distribu-
tion network, our prison system 
and public transportation. That, 
however, does not mean that we 
must view it as a ‘perfected Mau-
ritius’, especially since our per-
ception of the city-state is rooted 
largely in (rich) Mauritian fantasy. 
A more realistic notion would be 
that Singapore (albeit to a differ-
ing degree) is mired in the same 
developmental problems we are. 
Realizing the inadequacy of simply 
replicating a sschema from abroad 
is the fi rst step to coming up with 
indigenous solutions to indigenous 
problems. Else it may turn out as, 
the Persian poet Rumi discovered 
to his horror, “that which I had ex-
alted to the skies, was nothing in the 
end but a mirror.”

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Part 1: The 
Creole debate 
in context

By Dr. Ahmar MAHBOOB  o hubs

Given the importance of language to human evo-
lution and society, people have a range of beliefs 
and opinions about it that are often shaped by 
their personal observations and anecdotes about 

language(s). Furthermore, in addition to seeing language as 
a ‘product’ and an ‘activity’, people also tend to peg their 
personal, ethnic, and national identities to language. Thus, it 
should not come as a surprise that people have strong opi-
nions about languages – what languages are, what they do, 
and how they should be managed. 

In thinking about the roles of language in their contexts, 
people tend to ask questions such as: Is language a gateway 
to individual and national progress? If so, which language(s)? 
Does language relate to academic/professional perfor-
mance? If so, how? Are there any features of a language that 
make it more or less prestigious or more or less capable of 
doing things with? If so, what are these? Our responses to 
such questions shape our perceptions about what should be 
done to manage language(s) in our context. These discus-
sions become even more complex when they enter a nation-
wide political debate – as is the case with the debate around 
the adoption of Creole in educational systems in Mauritius. 
The positions that people take on these issues are often sha-
ped by their experiences and interests and not necessarily 
based on expert understanding of linguistics. In fact, in many 
such debates on language policy, linguists’ voices are ignored, 
as they may not be well aligned with the politics of the situa-
tion. In such cases, governments and other political parties 
prefer to comfort the voters rather than to listen to the ex-
perts – even if the resultant policies are not, in the long-term, 
national interest. Politicians tend to fi nd it easier to please 
the public than to take on the tough job of trying to educate 
people and take decisions that might be perceived as ‘unpo-
pular’. What many people don’t realize is that language does 
not only carry symbolic capital, but plays a central role in the 
distribution and maintenance of social and economic power. 

The issues raised about language in this article are inhe-
rently political in nature and need to be considered before any 
decisions about language (in education) policies can be made. 
However, before doing so, we need to set up some basic un-
derstanding about language. All languages, dialects, and varie-
ties of languages are equal. No one language or dialect is better 
than any other. There are no inherent features in a language 
or a dialect that make one superior to another. The fact that 
some dialects or languages have more speakers than others, 
that they have a wider vocabulary or range of functions, that 
they are considered more prestigious, that they are a regional 
or a global lingua franca is a result of social, political, and his-
torical processes, and don’t really have much to do with the 
language itself. One other key notion that we need to consider 
is that language is not just a set of grammar rules; language is 
a semiotic tool: it construes meaning. It shapes and is shaped 
by our changing worldviews and our sense of realities. Lan-
guages change as our societies evolve and we need to put them 
to new uses. Thus, there is no ‘real’ or ‘correct’ or ‘authentic’ 
or ‘original’ language. Language changes all the time based 
on where, when, how, why, and with whom we use it. These 
are some fundamental assumptions about languages that lin-
guists recognize and that need to be considered in developing 
language policies. 

(To be continued)

On the politics 
of language ]

Singapore’s fractured opposition held massive rallies  expressing 
discontent with rising inequality and cost of living. 

University of Sydney
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LIVING in Vacoas, some kilometers away 
from the largest reservoir of the island, Ni-
cole has been waking her three children up 
at 4.30am these past weeks. The three school 
children then queue at the bathroom door in 
the cold wintry morning to have their shower. 

“At around 5am, the water pressure will 
be so low that the gas heater will not work. 
So no hot water for the kids then. They try 
to make up for the lost hours of sleep in the 
vehicle which takes them to school,” says Ni-
cole, a high school teacher. 

She fulminates against the government 
every morning and lets out an eruption of an-
ger in the evening, when not even a single drop 
of water comes out of the tap.

“The United Nations recommends that 
people need a minimum of 50 litres of water a 
day for drinking, washing, cooking and sanita-
tion. We are not even getting that in our region 
where we used to get a 24 hour water supply in 
the past. The degree of incompetence of some 
ministers is very visible, ”she says.

Without knowing it, Nicole is pointing her 
fi nger at a situation which many might consider 
shameful for Mauritius, a country which has po-
sitioned itself as an economic example for Africa.

As far back as 2006, the United Na-
tions made a report on the issue of water 
availability and good governance. The 
report indicated that “there is enough 
water for everyone.  Water insuffi ciency 
is often due to mismanagement, cor-
ruption, lack of appropriate institutions, 
bureaucratic inertia and a shortage of 

investment in both human capacity and 
physical infrastructure”.

To worsen the situation, according to some 
economists, the water crisis has occurred be-
cause of a lack of property rights (many rivers, 
canals, springs etc. in Mauritius belong to the 
sugar industry) as well as government regula-
tions and subsidies in the water sector, causing 
prices to be too low and consumption too high.

Moreover, around 50 % of the water trea-
ted and pumped into the national network is 
lost in underground leaks. Despite many pro-
mises made by different ministers, the under-
ground leaks have never been repaired.

In fact, Mauritius is experiencing what is 

called economic water scarcity. This type of 
scarcity is caused by a lack of investment in 
water and water infrastructure, in terms of re-
servoirs, dams, water pipes and canals as well 
as fi lter beds.

Two important projects
As different ministers have postponed 

construction work on new reservoirs and dams, 
the textile and tourist industries have grown, 
new housing estates have been put up, and 
agricultural development has taken more and 
more water for irrigation.

To worsen things, climate change has in-

fl uenced the pattern of rainfall on the island 
where 80 % of rain water fl ows to the sea. 

“It is not only this government but also past 
governments, which should bear the responsi-
bility for the catastrophic situation in which we 
fi nd ourselves today,”says Professor Swaley 
Kasenally, ex-minister for energy.

He believes that Mauritius is heading to-
wards a terrible water crisis because of this 
economic water scarcity which may be the be-
ginning of the end for the present government.

“Mauritians may be very lenient. They have 
been very tolerant so far as scandalous price 
hikes are concerned. But history has shown that 
when Mauritians (and in general people around 
the world) are severely deprived of water, you get 
water riots,” says Professor Kasenally.

According to the Falkenmark Water Stress 
Indicator, Mauritius is “water stressed”.   A 
country or region is said to experience “water 
stress” when annual water supplies drop below 
1,700 cubic metres per person per year. At levels 
between 1,700 and 1,000 cubic metres per per-
son per year, periodic or limited water shortages 
can be expected, according to this indicator.

The term “water scarcity” is used when 
water supplies drop below 1,000 cubic metres 
per person per year.

The government has announced work on 
two important projects, the Bagatelle dam and 
the Rivière-des-Anguilles dam. Will they be 
ready in time to prevent a major water crisis 
on the island? No one has the answer to this 
question yet.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Mauritius and water

The shameful crisis

The CWA has been distributing water in places worst affected by the water cuts.

An alarming sight greets 
those who pass by 
the Mare aux Vacoas 
reservoir.
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Bloc politics 
in SADC and 
Mauritius

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Reality check]

M auritius has come out openly in favour of the 
Southern African Development Community’ 
(SADC)-sponsored roadmap for Madagascar 
that seeks to put an end to the two-year old po-

litical crisis that began when Andry Rajoelina, in a popular 
coup, unseated Marc Ravalomanana. The charges included 
corruption, that Ravalomanana was using his position to 
bolster his commercial empire, namely his private company 
TIKO, grinding poverty and an unpopular deal with South 
Korean company Daewoo that envisaged the transfer of large 
parts of Madagascar’s arable land to Daewoo’s control. Dem-
onstrations called by the opposition were put down by force, 
Ravalomanana’s presidential guards shooting and killing 28 
people and wounding 83. The fi asco was brought to an end 
only when army units refused to shoot on demonstrators and 
joined the opposition led by Rajoelina and unseated Ravalo-
manana . In response, the U.S, E.U, IMF and the World Bank 
cut off aid and imposed sanctions, hobbling Madagascar’s 
already fragile economy. 

What is unsettling was the immediate response to the 2009 
coup by SADC, who immediately suspended Madagascar, 
condemned the coup and called for the non-recognition of Ra-
joelina’s government. Now the same condemned government 
is, under the roadmap, charged with organizing elections to 
resolve the crisis. SADC’s prosaic and somewhat contradic-
tory response can be explained by the existence of two blocs 
within the organization, although offi cial documents do not 
refl ect this ideological bifurcation.  

On the one hand, there is South Africa, Zimbabwe, Na-
mibia, Angola and Mozambique. These are countries which 
fought bitter liberation struggles and for some time remained 
as one-party states, adhering to the left to various degrees. 
Although, after the cold war, many of them took steps towards 
political liberalization, in practice, their commitment to de-
mocracy has been questionable at times, including an intoler-
ance of criticism.  Nevertheless questions of economic justice, 
corruption and inequality remain part of the narrative. 

On the other hand, there are Botswana, Malawi and 
Zambia. Many of them formerly right-wing anti-communist 
autocracies, questions of economic inequity have never had 
a prominent place in their dialogue. Consequently, political 
liberalization is seen as synonymous with economic neo-liber-
alism, leading them to over emphasize procedural democracy, 
at the expense of questions of political economy. 

These competing ideologies have clashed on occasion be-
fore. When the Zimbabwe crisis broke out, the latter group 
condemned land reform, whereas the former lent a sympa-
thetic ear to Mugabe. In the D.R. Congo, the former group 
opposed resource theft by militias allied to Rwanda whereas 
the latter opposed intervention to prop up Paul Kagame, who 
they viewed as not suffi ciently democratic. 

Madagascar poses a unique case, not accounted for by ei-
ther trend: how to respond when a nominally democratic state 
uses undemocratic, brutal methods to crush dissent? One can 
see the ideologies at play; why nominally democratic Ravalo-
manana’s strong-arm tactics were met with silence, why the 
popular coup was condemned and now why the same coup 
regime is called upon to conduct elections. 

It’s a good thing that Mauritius is taking a long-overdue 
interest in African affairs. This, however, implies that it knows 
exactly where to situate itself in the ideological debate within 
SADC, before identifying with its policies. It’s one thing to 
call for fresh elections, but if that is to lead back to the wildcat 
corruption and brutality of the Ravalomanana era, it would 
speak volumes about the SADC’s understanding of democ-
racy, and our own. 

The not so 
watery island
Mauritius has per capita 
freshwater resources of 
approximately 1,028 m³, 
compared to 5,705 m³ for 
Sub-Saharan Africa.
 Groundwater is the main 
source of water, contribu-
ting 51% of potable water 
supply. Water is critical in 
sustaining Mauritius’ su-
gar agriculture and refi -
ning industries, its textile 
industries and the tourist 
industry.
The island has 92 rivers, 
232 rivulets, 5 manmade 
lakes, 2 natural lakes and 
ground water distributed 
into 7 ground water basins 
constitute the main fresh 
water bodies of Mauritius. 
The average annual preci-
pitation varies from 1300 
mm on the east coast to 
900 mm on the west coast 
and 4000 mm on the cen-
tral plateau. However, 80 
% of this precipitation is 
lost as runoff water. Only 
20 % is caught in reser-
voirs and underground 
water tables.

Water productivity indicator
The Water Productivity Indicator of the entire Mau-
ritius economy shows that a cubic metre of water 
generates US$ 27 (around Rs 765). However, water 
productivity in thegricultural sector is very low – US$ 
0.38/m³ (around Rs 10.75) compared with US$ 237/m³ 
(around Rs 6 700) in Industry. Agriculture uses 68% of 
water in Mauritius, yet it contributes only 6% to the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
With the help of the South African Development 
Community, the Mauritian statistical offi ce will be im-
plementing the Economic Accounting of Water (EAW) 
pilot project. The EAW can be used to improve water 
use effi ciency in the above mentioned sectors.
In fact, Anand Sookun  of the Mauritian Statistics Of-
fi ce is presently in South Africa in connection with  the 
implementation of this pilot project.

A situation faced by many families throughout the country. 



LIKE  many patriots, I have 
also fl oated very forcefully the 
idea of  political democrati-
zation in order to consolidate 
national unity, participation 
and facilitate nation building.  
There is an urgent need to 
change the electoral system 
because the present one  can 
only a  give a right to vote but 
not a choice for fair and parti-
cipatory elections. 

Let me motivate my article 
by some provoking questions. 
Do you think that the present 
electoral system is fair enough 
to allow another poor but in-

telligent son of a working 

class like respected late Sir 
Seewoosagar Ramgoolam to 
become PM?  Does this system 
ensure social mobility and po-
litical justice? What is the value 
of the right to vote in a mono-
poly political situation?  What 
are the political ideologies and 
main features of political par-
ties today? What is the role of 
fi nance, private sector lobbies, 
well established casteist, ethnic, 
international and botherhood 
organisations in our elections? 

Honestly, I believe in an ur-
gent need for electoral reform 
especially after more than four 
decades of independence but 
we need a holistic and effective 
reform which would create a 
platform not only to increase 
political or party representa-

tion but one which would 
democratize politics by 

ensuring access 
to politics 

and re-

moving all the obstacles so that 
any Mauritian can aspire to 
become an MP, PM and pre-
sident in this country. Politics 
would not be within the hands 
of a few, making us dance to 
the tune of the same music and 
mantras. The cliché of govern-
ment made by the people, for 
the people and of the people is 
not democracy when we have 
a framework maintaining the 
same group of persons.

Any electoral reform 
should take into account the 
following:equal opportunities, 
competence  and access to po-
litics : democratization

As mentioned above, the 
right to vote is one of the foun-
dations of democracy and in a 
situation of limited choice or, 
at times none, voting has no si-
gnifi cance. More importantly, 
in addition to people repre-
sentation as a voter, we need 
to have access to politics as a 
candidate. 

I reiterate that we should 
change the constitution 
to limit any Mauri-
tian becoming PM for 
more than two terms 
and MP for more than 
three terms in offi ce. 
As for the presidency, 
it is fair to keep to one 
term if the incumbent 
has been an MP.

If I get a chance 
to be PM one day 
and have the power 
to change the consti-
tution, this is the fi rst 
change which I would 
bring to our country 
in  order to unlock a 

new set of opportunities and  
transform its political lands-
cape. 

With such electoral reform, 
many of the evils like fi nance, 
gender bias, lobbies, incom-
petence and communalism 
amongst others would have no 
great importance in our politi-
cal game.  This would ensure 
change in political leaders, par-
ty politics, consolidate natio-
nal unity, nation building, fair 
chances, gender representation, 
competence , accountability.

 Moreover, for proper de-
mocratization of politics, we 
must allow any Mauritian even 
the civil servants to stand as 

candidate by giving leave wi-
thout pay.  Many capable Mau-
ritians cannot enter politics at 
the risk of their much needed 
jobs and fi nancial commit-
ments. As university lecturers 
and offi cers in parastatals and 
civil servants, imagine the bar-
riers  imposed by  the establish-
ment to violate their human 
rights to be a candidate for any 
political elections.

 The present system ensures 
that the same group of close 
relatives and cronies including 
networks rule the country and   
the establishment. Moreover, 
the coalition between private 
sector and politicians with  the 
increasing role of money and 
wealth nurtures the system.  
These are anti effective demo-
cratic principles which would 
kill a nation. It has become an 
inter generation distribution of 
political wealth and heritage.

To conclude, this is a sug-
gestion which I hope will lead 
to a reasoned debate among 
patriots and the present cham-
pions of democracy. I therefore 
make a plea to our civil society 
and defenders of democracy 
to join the battle for true de-
mocracy. The ball is now in 
the court of both the PM and 
leader of the opposition. Let 
us see who will bring the much 
needed change to build up a 
better and fair Mauritius where 
diversity leads to unity not iso-
lation and frustration. Let us 
start with the local government 
elections which are being deba-
ted presently.  

Chandan JANKEE, PhD
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As from 13 June 2011, anyone wishing 
to apply for visas for the United Kingdom 
will be required to submit their applica-
tions by appointment in line with changes 
introduced by the United Kingdom Bor-
der Agency (UKBA) to the internal pro-
cessing of visa applications.

Applicants will now be required to call 
the British High Commission to arrange 
an appointment in order to submit their vi-
sa application forms and supporting docu-
mentation, pay the required fees and have 
their biometric data (fi ngerprints and fa-
cial picture) recorded. No application will 
be accepted without prior appointment.

The changes have been made to im-
prove the structure and management of 
visa applications processing and to en-
hance security procedures. 

Deputy High Commissioner, Ewan 
Ormiston said:

‘Submitting visa applications by ap-
pointment will improve our processing of 

applications and prepare us for the busy 
period ahead when many students start 
applying for the UK university year star-
ting in September and we also deal with visa 
applications, not only from Mauritius, but 
also Comoros, Madagascar and Seychelles.

‘Levels of customer service will not 
be affected. The United Kingdom Border 

Agency’s customer service standard, to 
process 90% of non-settlement applica-
tions within three weeks of the application 
being submitted, will not change.’

Applicants should be aware that de-
pending upon the visa applied for and 
factors such as supporting documenta-
tion and travel history, the assessment of 
a visa application will take a minimum of 
10 working days or 15 working days in 
some cases. The High Commission the-
refore advises to apply well in advance of 
the proposed date of travel. Applicants 
should however not apply more than 
three months before this date.

Press Release ]

Inroduction of appointment 
system to apply for UK visas

reform which would create a 
platform not only to increase 
political or party representa-

tion but one which would 
democratize politics by 

ensuring access 
to politics 

and re-

right to v
dations 
situation
at times 
gnifi can
in addit
sentation
to have 
candidat

I re
c
t

Electoral reform 

Political democratization 
“Let us see who 

will bring the 
much needed 

change to build 
up a better and 
fair Mauritius 
where diversity 
leads to unity 
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Diabetes 
and the heart

It is a known fact that Mauritius bears one of the highest 
prevalences of diabetes in the world: one adult in fi ve 
above the age of 30 is concerned, irrespective of their 
socioeconomic and ethnic group.  Mauritians of Indian 

descent, however, have the highest exposure to the disease as 
well as to heart disease owing to the strong link between dia-
betes and heart disorders.

Diabetes being a metabolic disorder is caused by an ab-
normal rise of the glucose level in the blood. This high level 
of sugar has a detrimental effect on all arteries of our body. 
If the small vessels are affected, it is known as microvascular 
complications. The brain, kidneys and the eyes are subject to 
microvascular complications.

On the other hand, when the big arteries are affected by 
diabetes, they are termed macrovascular complications. The 
heart, the brain and the legs are the most affected, leading to 
heart attacks, amputations and strokes. 

Our blood vessels are like pipes transporting blood. These 
vessels have an inner lining called endothelium which keeps 
blood fl owing very smoothly. Diabetes leads to a stickier wall 
lining, encouraging attachment of cells and local reaction. This 
causes local    infl ammation and leads to a phenomenon called 
atherosclerosis which ends in the thickening of the wall of the 
arteries. This is a slow phenomenon and the plaque narrows 
the arteries and diminishes the fl ow of blood.

The danger of thickening of the arteries is that they ra-
rely show symptoms before an artery is about 40% clogged. 
The symptoms of heart disease in diabetics may vary. Central 
chest pain on exertion with irradiation to the left arm or the 
jaw is one of the most common symptoms. Atypical symp-
toms include shortness of breath, palpitations, and weakness. 
Diabetic patients should also bear in mind that, sometimes, no 
symptoms are felt and this condition is called silent ischemia. 

It is not uncommon for doctors to discover on an ECG tra-
cing during a screening examination that the diabetic patient 
has had a heart attack either recently or in the past, and that it 
has been undetected and symptomless. Diabetes is well-known 
to mask the symptoms of heart disease.

In a diabetic patient, a yearly cardiovascular check up is 
mandatory and the doctor will look out for macrovascular 
complications. A risk factor assessment will be made to ex-
clude other risk factors like smoking, high cholesterol level, 
overweight and blood pressure. Blood tests are requested in-
cluding HB1AC level to determine how well the diabetes is 
controlled. Markers of blood infl ammation are usually reques-
ted as well as clotting factors.

A resting ECG is usually done but it is not as reliable as 
an exercise test (stress test). A stress test can show areas of 
decreased blood fl ow in the heart, or abnormal rhythms or 
abnormal blood pressure during exercise. Moreover, imaging 
techniques can help pinpoint areas where blood fl ow to the 
heart may have decreased. Finally the best technique to vi-
sualise the plaque build up in the heart arteries is by doing 
coronary angiography. The doctor injects a dye in the artery 
and performs a series of X-rays to visualise the heart arteries.

Diabetic macrovascular complications can be prevented 
by having a good control of blood sugar level. Cigarette smo-
king should be stopped and exercising for at least 30 minutes 
a day is recommended. Blood pressure and high cholesterol 
should be controlled and a healthy lifestyle should be adopted. 
The administration of a low dose of aspirin should also be dis-
cussed with the treating doctor.
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By Dr. Cassam Hingun 

Corpo sano, mente sana ]

THE Lancaster House Consti-
tution talks on the future status of 
Mauritius took place in London 
between 7-24th September 1965. 
All together 28 delegates from the 
four main political Parties (La-
bour, IFB, CAM and the PMSD) 
attended the Conference.  Anee-
rood Jugnauth (SAJ) was part of 
the Independent Forward Bloc 
(IFB) delegation of four members 
accompanying his leader, Sookdeo 
Bissoondoyal.  Aneerood Jugnauth 
is on record (see Offi cial Mauritius 
Archives) as confi rming that “at 
no time during the conference on 
independence was the excision of 
the Chagos raised or discussed  let 
alone decided.” This was confi r-
med by several delegates including 
Mr. V Ringadoo, Mr. Boolell, Mr. 
Walter, Mr. Mohammed, Mr. Du-
val and Mr. J Maurice Paturau ( 
Independent Minister ). There 
were two separate meetings out-
side of conference agenda when 
the excision of Chagos was pro-
posed by the British to the four 
Political Leaders (Dr. S Ramgoo-
lam, S  Bissoondoyal, A R  Mo-
hamed and J Koenig ( and not 
Duval ). Mr. J Koenig was also the 
Attorney General. All four leaders 
agreed in principle to the excision 
of the Chagos islands. They dif-
fer on the manner and the terms 
of the excision. Dr. Ramgoolam 
wanted a 99-year lease, not exci-
sion; Paturau suggested a 30-year 
lease. Koenig and later Duval and 
Paturau wanted more money 
(over the £3m being proposed and 
wanted more concessions from 
the US (sugar quota, US Rice 

and fl our and Mauritian immi-
gration to the US), none of which 
were accepted by the US. They 
(NOT SSR) met a US minister 
at the US Embassy. Later on, Dr. 
Ramgoolam insisted on Mineral 
Rights and Air Landing Rights. 
On the 23rd September, the Se-
cretary of State for the Colonies, 
Mr. Anthony Greenwood, Chair-
man of the conference, announced 
that the UK would proceed with 
full independence through gene-
ral elections and NOT  through a 
referendum as was the main de-
mand of the PMSD.  The PMSD 
stormed out of the conference. 
Greenwood explained that further 

delay before full independence 
runs the risks of more dangerous 
communal riots as just months 
earlier, the island had witnessed 
bloody communal riots between 
Hindus and Creoles resulting in 
loss of lives and needing British 
troops to restore peace and stabili-
ty. Following the Lancaster House 
Conference on 6th October 1965, 
Greenwood, in a colonial dispatch 
to the Governor, J S Rennie, infor-
med the latter of the discussions 
with the four political leaders 
earlier in September at Lancaster 
House. Greenwood requested the 
Governor to “obtain early written 
confi rmation from the council of 
ministers that the Mauritius go-
vernment is willing to agree that 
Britain should now take the ne-
cessary legal steps to detach the 
Chagos archipelago from Mauri-
tius on the conditions enumerated 
in (i)-(viii) in paragraph 22 of The 
Minutes of Records of the Lancas-
ter House Conference in Septem-
ber 1965”.  On the 4th November, 
the Mauritius Chief Cabinet Se-
cretary, T D Vickers, sent a memo 
to the Council of ( Mauritian )Mi-
nisters reminding them of the “Ex-
cision proposal that was eventually 
agreed” in London . He then re-
minded them that the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Greenwood, was now 
awaiting “offi cial confi rmation of 
their agreement so that the British 
government can go ahead with 
legal steps to detach the Chagos 
archipelago from Mauritius.” (To 
be continued)

Ploum PLOUM

Diego - sale or unlawful 
excision – myths and facts 

 A long and diffi cult struggle - Chagossians holding a peaceful demonstration in front of the British High 
Commission back in 2004.
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THE Dog Control Bill will 
soon be introduced in Parlia-
ment, as announced in last Fri-
day’s Cabinet decisions. The 
new legislation is the govern-
ment’s response to last year’s 
dog attack incidents involving 
Shia, the German Shepherd 
and Ramses, the Rottweiler. 
The key word in avoiding such 
incidents and for developing 
the dog-human relationship to 
its full potential is responsibility. 
Will the bill better keep irres-
ponsible owners in check?

There is agreement on 
one aspect of the bill – people 
must be forced to face their 
responsibilities towards their 
dog and the community. The 
bill focuses on mandatory re-
gistration, conditions in which 
the animal is kept, dogs let 
loose on the streets, excessive 
barking and issues concerning 
aggressive dogs amongst others.  
Information about the bill so 
far also indicates more power 
to dog control offi cers to ins-
pect the conditions in which a 
dog is kept and even to seize a 
dog. The law will make provi-
sion for a competent authority 
under the Ministry of Agro-In-
dustry and Food Security and 
a ban on importing certain dog 
breeds into Mauritius. And, if 
implemented, this last measure 
will certainly not be popular 

with dog breeders and lovers of 
pedigree dogs. 

An animal rights activist 
says, “I don’t think we should fall 
into extremes. There should ra-
ther be provisions for these dogs 
to be properly trained.”  On the 
other hand, Radhakrishna Vee-
rapa, chairman of the Veterinary 
Council of Mauritius, believes 
a ban may be helpful, as some 
people are only in the business 
of selling dogs, irrespective of 
the dangers. He also points out 
that the Rottweiler, for example, 
is more excitable and it’s bite 
can be very dangerous simply 
because of its build and the pres-
sure exerted by its jaw muscles. 
Del Gurburun, president of the 
Federation Canine Centrale, 
which promotes pure bred dogs, 
however, says, “Before even tal-
king about banning certain dog 
breeds, legal provision needs to 
be made to defi ne dog breeds. 
Right now, there is no authority 
in Mauritius that can do this.”

Pure-breeds 
as status symbols

Farook Khoodoruth, secre-
tary of the MSPCA, believes 
that roles and responsibilities 
in managing the canine world 
do need to be reviewed. Some 
responsibilities currently lie 

with the MSPCA, others with 
the Ministry of Agro-Industry 
and others still with the Mi-
nistry of Health – and there is 
sometimes an overlap. Some 
order in all of this would be an 
essential fi rst step. 

But a large part of the pro-
blem around the whole concept 
of dog care in Mauritius lies in 
attitudes and misinformation. 
There are many misconcep-
tions about dogs in general and 
even more confusion when it 
comes to purebred dogs. Dog 
breeds were developed by hu-
man beings who wanted dogs 
with specifi c characteristics. 
Some may have been bred as 
attack dogs, guard dogs, or even 
shepherd dogs. If you choose 
to own a purebred dog, you 
should be able to handle the 
dog adequately – otherwise you 
will be liable for any problems. 
Purebred dogs have become a 
status symbol for people who 
happily purchase expensive 
breeds without realising that 
they do not know the fi rst thing 
about their four-legged resident. 

An important tool is trai-
ning – not just for the dog, but 
for the owner, which should 
also be reinforced by law. The 
MSPCA’s dog training school 
currently offers three-month 
courses all year. “But people are 
often lazy about training their 
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International 
scene] 
Nad SIVARAMEN

There is an exciting story behind the Dominique Strauss-
Kahn saga. It is a tale of international coercion, gover-
nance and power. And while the popular media are 
scrutinizing every single detail of the rape charges against 

DSK, there is, in camera, a lot of arm-twisting going on in major 
international cities in order to fi nd a new Managing Director for 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The deadline for candidates hoping to replace DSK is June 10 
and the IMF is trying to fi ll the position by the end of this month. 
However this high-profi led race is not a clear-cut one, even if Eu-
rope is backing the French fi nance minister, Christine Lagarde. Ac-
cording to one unwritten rule, since the Bretton Woods agreement 
(which took place in 1944, during World War II), the IMF is to be run 
by a European and the World Bank by an American. But the world 
is changing and this 57-year old tradition is now being challenged 
by several countries around the globe. 

The most powerful voice against this European grip on the IMF 
comes from the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa). These countries, in many ways, embody the transformation 
of our world. The BRICS have gone from borrowing from the IMF 
to lending to it. As a matter of fact, they have invested a total of $ 80 
billion in the IMF’s coffers. A lot of this money has been used to bail 
out European economies…

Feeling the resistance, the European candidate Christine La-
garde has embarked on a global journey to secure the job. Accor-
ding to the Hindustan Times, “Despite her charm, she failed to win 
India’s backing.” The Indians, apparently just like the Australians, 
are not concerned about who gets the job, but are adamant about 
how they get it. Their argument is that in terms of governance, and 
especially at this level, the appointment should be based on me-
rit alone. In other words, several candidates coming from various 
horizons ought to be considered, not only the European Christine 
Lagarde. So far, there is only one known other candidate: Augustin 
Carstens, Mexico’s central bank chief. 

The European argument is outdated and lacks historical pers-
pective. “Based on GDP, the size and openness of the economies, 
the growth rates and national reserves, Europe and the States still 
have the upper hand on the world economy. This is the reason why 
the two continents have more than a 50 % bloc of votes at the IMF 
(…) And today it should not come as a surprise if Europe wants 
to keep the top job,” stated the Robert Schuman Foundation, a 
French think tank supporting Lagarde and Europe. 

In the U.S., however, the Obama administration has made 
it clear that the IMF needs someone that can “command broad 
support” among the global membership. “Because decisions 
at the Fund are made on the basis of weighted voting, this sta-
tement is a bit elusive. A Europe-U.S. agreement on Lagarde 
would have a majority of votes, since these are allocated in 
proportion to the size of country economies,” the World Policy 
organization pointed out.  For many analysts, the stakes in the 
world economy are simply too high for the U.S. to simply defer 
to the Europeans and let weighted voting carry the day and 
Christine Lagarde.

There are actually two trends that come into play. The interests 
of the U.S. in this race might not be with the Europeans because 
fi rstly, the power is clearly shifting from the West to the East and 
secondly, there is a high record of unemployment in the U.S. and 
there is an urgent need to accelerate growth. Opposing China and 
India is not welcome at this point in time. Christine Lagarde is well 
aware of these challenges, and this might explain her world tour to 
drum up support from Brazil, China India, as well as several Afri-
can countries, before calling Washington, D.C. for help ultimately…

IMF: Can we 
expect a free and 
fair election? 

 Dog Control Bill

A leash on 
irresponsible owners

A pack of stray dogs at the Curepipe bus station – a problem worsened by careless dog owners.
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● You have initiated La Valette 
project with the National Em-
powerment Foundation. Now, Xa-
vier Luc Duval threatens to evict 
those who are not respecting the 
social contract. Some at the village 
are relieved, others are worried. 
What is your reaction? 

I have two reactions. Firstly, I am 
sad, because some of the families did 
not make the most of this amazing op-
portunity given to them by the Natio-
nal Empowerment Foundation. It was 
a chance to get a hold on their lives 
and create a future for their children. 
Unfortunately, they chose not to res-
pect themselves and their commitment. 
Having said that, I think the minister’s 
reaction is very bold and I believe that 
he has had the right reaction, because 
the aim of this project is not to create 
a spirit of dependence on others. It 
wasn’t about giving houses. It was an 
integrated project where people needed 
to consider education, well-being, how 
they behave with their neighbours and 
at the end a house was given to them as 
an incentive. It is important that these 
things have been said, because there 
are families who have come out of a 
hellish situation and for them, La Va-
lette represents security, a new life and 
these families should be protected, their 
efforts valued and their commitment 
to start a new life respected. So it’s I 
congratulate this decision, because it’s a 
project where 198 families are present 
on one site. It’s a model and other so-
cial housing projects will be based on it. 
It’s an example not only for Mauritius, 
but also for other countries. So I think 
the main message is being sent out. We 
want to help people help themselves, 
not to create dependency, so I think we 
are going in the right direction. 

● The aim is precisely to help fa-
milies get out of poverty by giving 
them a house and a job. But we 
were there yesterday and we saw 
that many people, men especially 
were not working. Are the inhabi-
tants lazy waiting for support from 
the authorities or was it not pos-
sible to fi nd jobs for everyone? 

It’s a bit of both but at the level of 
the Empowerment Foundation, I think 
there were many options. We should 
realize that the project requires the fa-
milies to change their behaviour and 
the lifestyle that they have been used 
to for many years. You cannot change 
someone’s lifestyle in a year or two. You 
can’t change a family’s mindset within 
a year or two. Hence the importance 
of support…

● I know there are NGOs who 
meet with the families, but in ge-
neral, has there been a follow up? 

I don’t think I can answer this be-
cause I haven’t been in touch with the 
families. I think this support is very 
important. There should be a healthy 
form of pressure, a very structured 
framework by the NEF to help the 
families see that when they embark 
on a project like this, they have made 
a commitment to ensuring that their 
children go to school and that they 
pay back the house loan. And to pay 
back, they have to work. In the be-
ginning, you have to help the families 
understand that they cannot live in an 
ideal situation. I cannot get the job 
that I was dreaming of and I will be 
raking in millions and so on. There 
must be a basic income and the fa-
milies must be made to understand 
that when you have been given an op-
portunity, make the most of it. Then 
little, by little, you build your ideal, 
you get the job that you really enjoy. 

● So, this integrated village was 
going to be a pilot for other vil-
lages in the country, but today 
we are faced with a situation 
that when several families have 
been put together, the problems 
of children not being sent to 
school, of drugs, prostitution 
and violence persist. And it was 
somewhat expected, because 
people from different milieus 
and regions were taken to live 
in one village. Should we use 
the same model, or should it be 
amended and reviewed? 

I think the model still has its me-
rits and we’ve learned a lot from it. 
Relocating 198 families in one area is 
not an ideal situation but having said 
that, we also need to maintain the 
support system as well as the pres-
sure to respect the social contract. 
And we shouldn’t forget that the 
NEF had another site, found at Sot-
tise, in Grand Bay. And from what 
I know, things are going very well. 
There is a support system, there are 
NGOs involved, so I think La Va-
lette was a learning curve. The mi-
nister’s declaration shows that they 
are speaking one language and that 
will be maintained. And that is very 
important. I remain hopeful that La 
Valette has its merits. Now the fami-
lies that will stay there must continue 
to face up to the challenge for it to 
work. And it can work. 

By Jean-Luc EMILE
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Owners can better handle their dogs if they understand the characteristics 
of individual breeds.

Interview 
Radio One ]

Juliette FRANÇOIS, NEF
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dogs,” says the animal rights activist. In 
many ways, this boils down to attitude. 
Owning a dog is a commitment to en-
suring that the animal is well socialised. 
Yet, many people have a terrible habit 
of allowing their dogs to run loose – 
which can cause havoc. 

“Many accidents are caused by dogs 
running wild in the streets,” says Dr Vee-
rapa, while Farook Khoodoruth speaks of 
the growing problem of stray dogs. Ini-
tially, the MSPCA used to catch around 
1500 to 2000 dogs per month but since 
last year, with the cut in the grant obtained 
from the Ministry of Tourism, the autho-
rity only has two vans running. The fi gures 
are enough to curdle the blood of any dog 
lover. In April this year 478 stray dogs 
were caught, while 770 were captured in 
May. In an estimated canine population 
of 200,000 in Mauritius, it is possible that 
there are as many as 100,000 stray dogs. 
What happens to these dogs? If they do 
not get run over or cause destruction in 
public areas through no fault of their own, 
those that are caught are sent to the dog 
pound in Port Louis, where they are exa-
mined by a vet. The healthy ones are sent 
to the MSPCA in Rose Hill where they 
are put up for adoption. The dogs that are 
sick or considered dangerous will be put 
to sleep if no owner claims them within 
three days. 

It is sad, admits Farook Khoodo-

ruth. “If we had 
more funds, we would consider putting 
up a home for dogs. And if people kept 
their dogs under control, the situation 
would not be so bad.” The bill would 
also make provision for heavier fi nes in 
an attempt to deter owners from shir-
king their responsibilities. Dr Veerapa is 
also optimistic about the fact that the 
new law might reinforce existing laws 
on dog imports and quarantines. 

Yet, the relationship between Mau-
ritians and dogs is not entirely negative. 
Things are improving and people do 
understand dogs better. “Children have 
a big role to play in this, as parents are 
often infl uenced by their child’s interest 
in the dog,” says Dr Veerapa. But there 
is still a long way to go before the pro-
blem of stray or uncontrolled dogs is re-
solved. The Ministry of Agro-Industry 
and the MSPCA will be holding a cam-
paign in June and July for the control of 
stray dogs. The campaign will include 
programmes for registration, sensiti-
sation, vaccination and sterilisation of 
dogs, and dog training demonstrations. 
Meanwhile, there is still work to be done 
on some aspects of the bill before it is in-
troduced in Parliament, hopefully to of-
fer punishment for irresponsible owners 
and more humane treatment to dogs. 

Melissa LOUIS

“We want to help people 
help themselves”
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You’ll be interested 
to know that these 
categorizations don’t 
refer to the physical 
size of people but 
rather to the haves 
and have-nots. 
Indeed, the gran 
dimoun, or affl uent 
members of society, 
can often expect 
preferential treatment, 
whereas the tidimoun 
can mostly expect 
to be treated with 
disdain.  
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Gran dimoun/
tidimoun – 
big people/
little people 
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The Road Less Travelled

An honest look 
into the human mind

SELF-HELP books have 
something for just about 
everyone. Love them or hate 
them but you cannot ques-
tion their popularity. A trend 
that is not necessarily recent, 
as this particular book, which 
has now sold tens of millions 
of copies, was written in 1978. 
The Road Less Travelled was 
written by American au-
thor and psychiatrist, Dr M. 
Scott Peck, who shares his 
views on the paths that lead 
to happiness– the most im-
portant being self-understan-
ding. Peck takes the reader 
through a detailed analysis 
of human behaviour. And 
don’t be surprised if you reco-
gnize your own quirks in the 
examples given by the author 
throughout the book. 

The book relies heavily 
on Peck’s experience as a 
psychiatrist, as he shares 
hundreds of snippets of infor-
mation on behaviour he ob-
served in people that he has 

interacted with. He is even 
bold enough to talk about 
his own weaknesses and ne-
gative reactions, using them 
as an example to the reader. 
The precept behind the book 
is simple: emotional and spi-
ritual growth is hard work. It 
takes a lifetime and requires 
a good deal of introspection. 

Life is diffi cult
Scott Peck does not try to 

feed readers overly optimistic 
promises about life and the 
human potential to acquire 
happiness. The Road Less Tra-
velled is not one of those hap-
py-go-lucky methods of how 
to get everything you want 
in 10 easy steps. The main 
idea is outlined in its very 
fi rst lines, and his honesty is 
enough to make you want to 
stick around for the rest of the 
ride. He simply says, “Life is 
diffi cult. This is a great truth, 
one of the greatest truths. It 

is a great truth because once 
we truly see this truth, we 
transcend it.” Peck goes on to 
develop four principles: the 
need for discipline, the real si-
gnifi cance of love, religion (as 
defi ned by Peck) and grace. 
The introspection is meant to 
help you understand who you 
really are, how you relate to 
others, and your place in the 
world. Peck examines the fear 
of pain, the obstacles presen-
ted by the ego, the misconcep-
tions behind falling in love, the 
impact of parent/ child rela-
tionships on the adult stages 
of life and much more. 

It is almost impossible 
while reading it not to feel 
that at some point or another, 
Peck could be talking about 
you, or simply talking to you. 
The Road Less Travelled is 
precisely that – a journey into 
the recesses of the human 
heart, mind and soul.

Melissa LOUIS


