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Editorial ]

We really do excel in the art of mass entertainment. The kind 
which is most apt at delivering easy satisfaction and quick 
gratifi cation. And, as an audience, we are all willing to be 
entertained and cannot w ait for the next stunt.

Sometimes, there are mercies which we have to be grateful for as they 
enhance the spectacle. Like the visit of the non-executive president of 
India to our little island and the hullabaloo generated around it. Don’t get 
me wrong. I am not opposed to the visits of statesmen and stateswomen 
to our country. Quite the opposite. However, although we have historical 
reasons to feel an emotional attachment to India, nonetheless we do have 
to be rational in our acts. 

First, our Leader of the Opposition offi cially declares that he has to 
postpone the revelations he has to make about the “mega scandal” invol-
ving the Patel fi rm. Very courteous, really. But unless he is confusing Patil 
and Patel, I see no connection between a foreign president’s visit to our 
land, albeit from India, and what he qualifi ed as a scandal which would 
make the MedPoint one pale in comparison.  

Then our dear Prime minister, unveiling Indira Gandhi’s statue en-
gages in a dithyrambic speech which makes the lady sound like the best 
thing India has had since sliced bread. If Mrs. Patil was pleased to hear 
about how wonderful Indira Gandhi was, millions of Indians, for whom 
the late Prime minister was not exactly an icon of democracy and respect 
for human rights, still bear the scars of her authoritarian rule. A state of 
emergency, press censorship, dynastic nepotism and the trauma of forced 
mass sterilisations resulting in an aversion to family planning ever since 
are but a few of the remembrances of her legacy. 

After this intensely entertaining week, you may feel an anti-climax as 
the president who has graced us with her visit has left. Well, take heart: 
May Day is round the corner and you will see our genius in action. While 
in some countries, there is fear of violence as sometimes workers are 
chased off the streets with tear gas, water cannons and rubber bullets, on 
our little island, we will see scores of workers as well as those who have 
never worked in their lives, pouring out of their homes in large numbers 
and gearing up for the free grub, booze and picnic. They will be bran-
dishing the colour of the party which has bought their sympathy in a 
power game all too familiar. Economic crisis, world recession, infl ation, 
eroded purchasing power, MedPoint, bookmakers getting away with 
murder, who cares once one’s stomach has been rounded with a good 
helping of briani, one’s senses have been numbed with beer and cheap 
rum and one’s voice has become hoarse through shouting aboard the 
free buses shuttling people around the island. Why worry about such 
insignifi cant things? One is grateful enough for the recreation. 
Let no one breathe that the celebration of Labour Day has its origins in 
the eight-hour day movement, which advocated eight hours for work, 
eight hours for recreation and eight hours for rest. The only recreation 
many of us get is on May Day. As for work and rest, we have nothing 
to complain about: we will not work for eight hours because we are not 
foreign workers and we will not rest for eight hours because it is not 
enough. So, let’s enjoy the entertainment while it lasts. And let the size 
of the crowd dictate ki sanla ki mari, for that’s what May Day is now
all about.                                                                                           weekly@lexpress.mu

Soap operas and briani

Anil GAYAN
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“We need to reassess our 
relations with India”

by Touria PRAYAG

Labour Day in Mauritius

Reclaiming 
a heritage



H u m o u r 
Mauricien 
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C o m e d y 
shows organised 
by Immedia will 
be held on Fri-
day 13th and 
Saturday 14th 
May at 8pm, at the 
MGI in Moka. The show will in-
clude many Mauritian humorists 
who will present parodies, imita-
tions and more. The magician Us-
tad Rajah will present a comedy 
magic show. Tickets cost Rs 250, 
Rs 200 and Rs 150. Call Immedia 
on 208 1030 for reservations. 

Sacim Run, Ride 
and Walk for Charity

Join in cycling, walking and 
running events for a good cause 
on Sunday 8th May at Mon 
Choisy. Participations fees are 
Rs 100 and the proceeds will go 
to the Society for Aid to Children 
Inoperable in Mauritius (Sacim). 
You can sign up at Galaxy Port 
Louis, Trianon, Grand Baie, and 
Triolet on Friday 29th April, at 
Jumbo Phoenix on Saturday 30th 
April and as from 8am at Mon 
Choisy on 8th May. 

Clubbing 
at Palladium

Go clubbing on Saturday 
30th April at Palladium in Tria-
non, with DJ Oriska and Morgan 
Nagoya from France. The event 
will start at 10pm. Jimmy Gassel 

will also be part of the 
show. Dress code: 

pink and white. 
Tickets cost Rs 
250 through pre-

sale and Rs 300 
at the door, while VIP 
tickets cost Rs 500. Call 

Otayo on 466 9999.
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Heads in the Sand
Thought 
for the Day]
“Every saint has 
a past, and every 
sinner has a future.”

Oscar Wilde 

State visit of Indian Prime minister
India “deeply committed”
to the security of Mauritius

President Pratibha Patil in the company of PM Ramgoolam at a 
cultural show at the Indira Gandhi Centre.

THE proverbial ostrich with its head in the 
sand may not be a biologically accurate depic-
tion, but this picture takes on a life of its own 
when analyzing our political class. Of course, 
by the time issues see the light of day, useful sca-
pegoats come in handy, without fail. This week 
threw up some classic stuff in this regard. 

An 11 year old boy is forgotten in a hospital 
for a month, without even a spare set of clothes, 
by the Child Development Unit (CDU) atta-
ched to the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child 
Development and Family Welfare. Certainly this 
is no one-off incident as the bombastic declara-
tions by the Minister concerned, Sheila Bapoo, 
would indicate; one need only recall the name 
of Samuella Martin, to know that that the CDU 
suffers from systemic negligence. Now that the 
Minister may belatedly discover a need to over-
haul the CDU and her portfolio, perhaps it 
would be wiser to turn towards her predeces-
sor and party-comrade Indranee Seebun and 
ask why this state of affairs was tolerated for so 
long; a much more profi table exercise than bla-
ming all the Ministry’s grievances on a thrifty 
Finance Ministry. 

Or take the Indian President’s visit. The In-
dians have a litany of complaints regarding how 
Mauritius is allegedly used as a tax haven and 
routing mechanism by unscrupulous business-
men looking to invest in India, without having 
to pay taxes. The billions lost in tax revenue are a 
bone of contention. Instead of questioning how 

it is that a $10 billion Mauritian economy can 
invest in India to the tune of $53.369 billion, 
accounting for 41.9% of total foreign investment 
in India from April 2000-January 2011, this ri-
diculous state of affairs is lauded as a testament 
to the virility of Mauritian fi nance. 

Next comes Minister of Tourism Nando 
Bodha’s fl ip-fl opping over the introduction of 
an entrance fee to our eastern islets, including Ile 
aux Cerfs. One could argue that scrapping the 
proposed 10 rupee charge for Mauritians but 

reserving the 50 rupees on tourists could have 
given the state’s coffers a much needed injection 
to maintain the islets without adversely affecting 
our pockets. The need to preserve political capi-
tal, however, mandated that the entire proposal 
be scrapped, consequences be damned. 

The question at this point should be, with 
our heads so deep in the sand, how long will it 
take to get  them back out? 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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One of the government-run facilities that deal with children in need of help.

ON a four day state visit to 
Mauritius, Indian president Pra-
tibha Patil said that her country 
is deeply committed to the secu-
rity of Mauritius and its people. 
She said, on Monday last, that 
the Indian government is “deter-
mined to work with the Govern-
ment of Mauritius in enhancing 
the security of its people through 
concrete measures.”

What aspect of our national 
security needs to be enhanced 
and what should the concrete 
measures to be adopted be was 
left unanswered.

Nevertheless some hints 
cropped up in her speech in Par-
liament when she talked about 
piracy and terrorism.

“The Indian Ocean is the 
region to which we belong and 
both India and Mauritius would 
have an important role to play in 
this regard …we are determined 

to confront the global menace of 
terrorism and piracy along with 
our international partners to eli-
minate this scourge” she said.

The security of Mauritius 
is in fact in the hands of Indian 
“experts”. The national coast 
guard is headed by an Indian 
national, the security advisor of 
the island is an Indian, an In-
dian naval warship patrols our 
economic exclusive zone and 
Indian radars have been instal-
led in Agalega, St Brandon and 
around Mauritius.

In fact, the Indian president 
talked much about security and 
very little about economic ties.

She in fact talked about “un-
tapped potentials” which could 
be exploited in the area of trade 
and economic cooperation.

Raj JUGERNAUTH 



“I hope, and I say this 
with a lot of friendship, 
that your country goes the 
way the rest of the world is 
going: towards the abolish-
ment of the death penalty 
evil.” That was the appeal 
of Roger Badinter which 
echoed through the Institut 
Français de Maurice (IFM) 
last Tuesday during a vi-
deo conference organised 
by Amnesty International 
Mauritius Section (AIMS) 
and the French Embassy. 
“Do not break away from 
the values you have always 
stood for as a country, the 
values of democracy and 
respect for human rights,” 
he added. 

Preaching to a fl oor pac-
ked full of the converted, 
the arguments put forward 
by the senator, human 
rights activist and former 
minister of Justice had so-
mething new: the weight 
of the long experience of a 
lawyer who has seen people 
go to the guillotine, at times 
due to human error. And it 
is his close proximity with 
the world of criminality, rich 
with years of experience in 
the fi eld, which gave a tone 
to his arguments hardly 
seen before. 

“The death penalty is 
not a compensation to of-
fer to victims’ relatives to 
mitigate their suffering,” 

he said. “It is adding death 
to death. It is incompa-
tible with democracy,” he 
stressed. Having said that, 
there was also a note of 
optimism in his interven-
tion due to the number of 
countries who have joined 
the abolitionist trend in re-
cent years.

The initiative of AIMS, 
supported by the French 
Embassy through the 
presence of the French 
Ambassador, Jean-Francois 
Dobelle, and the Director of 
the IFM, Yves-Alain Corpo-
reau, was intended to edu-
cate the population on the 
dangers of the death penalty 
which is a threat to the ad-
vancement of human rights 
in Mauritius, and put pres-
sure on the government to 
eliminate it from our laws. 
Michel Ahnee, AIMS pre-
sident, expressed  concern 
that Mauritius has still not 
joined the 192 United Na-
tions country members 
who have formally done 
away with this practice. So-
liciting the support of the 
French senator and activist 
is a step towards achieving 
that aim. And so is the ini-
tiative of members signing  
the AIMS petition for the 
universal abolishment of the 
death penalty. 

Touria PRAYAG
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A place to call home

GEORGIO, 
a blogger, about the 

PM’s call to give him 4 or 
5 consecutive mandates:

 “In that case, let’s save 
our money and have elec-
tions held every 25 years!”

India’s President, 
Pratibha Patil, addressing 

the Mauritian National 
Assembly:

“I have no doubt that it 
was in the National Assem-
bly that many of the policies 

and approaches of deve-
lopment would have been 
discussed and debated.” 
Who would believe that?! 

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

Death Penalty
Progressing towards 
universal abolishment

THREE families from Cité 
La Cure received the keys to 
their new houses on Wednes-
day, through the initiative of the 
project, “La Petite Maison du 
Bonheur” (The little house of 
happiness), developed by Fon-
dation Radio One. The concept 
was ambitious, but thanks to 
the generosity of Radio One 
listeners and a number of stake-
holders, eight vulnerable families 
were selected as benefi ciaries. 
Yolande Telcide, Idranee Gui-
hanchang and Jessica Catherine 
Tiatouche were all smiles as they 
received the keys to their houses. 

In his speech, Cassam 
Uteem, the president of Fonda-
tion Radio One, an NGO ap-
proved by the CSR committee, 
emphasised the importance 
of decent housing in the fi ght 
against poverty. He added that 
“La petite maison du bonheur” 
was about more than bricks and 
mortar. “We are giving them a 
house, but it is up to them to 
make it a home,” he said. “Crea-
ting an environment of love, 
peace and affection is essential 
to happiness.”

The Minister of Housing 
and Lands, Abu Kasenally, 
praised Radio One for suppor-
ting the fi ght against poverty. 
He emphasised the importance 
of social housing and talked 
about the government’s project 
to build 10,000 houses over the 
next fi ve to ten years. Minister 

Kasenally also said that 87% 
of Mauritians own a house. A 
percentage which is higher than 
in developed countries like the 
US and Europe, added Jean-
Claude de l’Estrac, Chairman 
of the Board of La Sentinelle 
and member of Fondation 
Radio One. He spoke of the 
need to help families get a de-
cent living, because some of 
them cannot commit to any 
payment plans. “If they have 
no job, no fi xed income and 
no guarantee to give the bank, 
they cannot use facilities offered 
by banks,” he said. He called on 
other organisations to use CSR 
funds to help solve the problem 
of housing. 

Also present at the ceremo-
ny were the CEO of La Sen-
tinelle, Denis Ithier, the Lord 
Mayor, Mamade Khodabaccus, 
the Member of Parliament Au-
rore Perraud and the president 
of the National Empowerment 
Foundation (NEF), Robert 
Desveaux. The benefi ciaries 
were chosen with the help of 
the NEF and the Trust Fund 
for Vulnerable Groups. The fa-
milies had to own a small plot 
of land, have a monthly income 
not exceeding Rs 5000, and two 
children. There are fi ve other fa-
milies, who will later receive the 
keys to their houses – and their 
new future.  

Melissa LOUIS
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Jean-Claude de l'Estrac addressing the guests at the ceremony 
where three families received the keys to their new house. 



l’express [ Friday 29 April 2011 • Insert N° 3 p. 38I S S U E S ]

Mr. Dependable 

There, it’s been said. Without Navin Ramgoo-
lam’s leadership we’d still be stumbling blindly 
though the darkness of crippling underde-
velopment, painfully bumping our shins on 

blunt objects and wearing jute sacks. A frightful thought 
indeed. On the bright side, just think of what we can 
achieve by keeping him in power for another 20 years 
as he suggested we do. Although the Prime minister’s 
speeches are becoming increasing outlandish, a charac-
teristic that usually betrays a tenuous grip on reality, his 
recent utterances about being the font of all develop-
ment is an opportunity to put one particularly coun-
terproductive half-truth to bed.

Yes, it’s true that the economy hasn’t performed too 
badly these past few years. The former minister of Fi-
nance for one never tired of reciting the amazing levels 
of Foreign Direct Investment that were pouring into the 
country. But this is where things get interesting. Has 
this economic development benefi ted the population? 
More globally, has it been translated into human deve-
lopment? The latter question in particular is apposite, 
as it’s becoming an increasingly important gauge of a 
country’s progress. Sadly, it seems to have been virtually 
sublimated here. 

The United Nations Development Programme’s 
Human Development Index is the internationally ac-
cepted benchmark for measuring this kind of develop-
ment. Yet, as the Prime minister has pointed out, one 
doesn’t have to be a boffi n to know things (although 
it’s a fi ne line between being a know-nothing expert 
and a semi-intellectual). There are a few elementary 
questions that can act as a guide to establish the level 
of human development. 

Are my kids receiving a decent education? Does the 
public health sector provide a quality service? Do I feel 
safe at home and in public places? Do I have job secu-
rity? Do my wages allow to me to live decently? Is my 
quality of life getting better? Or worse? Does everyone 
have the same chances of getting ahead? Do I feel free 
to express myself? 

These are the sort of questions that people ask them-
selves, not “how much investment will this project at-
tract?” The time when the word development had a 
magical effect on the press and civil society are long gone. 
Not only do we want to know what kind of development 
the authorities are plumping for, but we also need to be 
convinced that it won’t come at hidden social and envi-
ronmental costs that will have to be paid by future ge-
nerations. The Prime minister should be proud of this 
evolution as it shows that the citizens of this country are 
becoming more discerning and, it must be said, mature. 
Wait, on second thought, that actually sounds like a poli-
tician’s nightmare. 

And as his tendency of lashing out against critics 
shows, Navin Ramgoolam seems perfectly aware of this. 
So what do we get? Inane speeches of how incredibly well 
his administration has done to improve the lot of the 
population, speeches that are increasingly at odds with 
reality. These delusions of grandeur are partly responsible 
for the choppy start the Prime minister’s second conse-
cutive mandate has gotten off to. Perhaps he should lean 
on human development indicators to guide his decisions; 
people will tolerate a lot if they feel they’re going forward. 
They might even give him all those mandates he’s asking 
for. Better yet, he might even deserve them.   

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Last Sun-
day, Week-End 
brought the plight 
of the residents of 
a Balaclava neigh-
bourhood to the 
attention of the 
nation. For years, 
Consolidated Fa-
brics Ltd (CFL) 
has been releasing 
noxious gases into 
the air. They’re 
increasingly des-
perate for a solu-
tion to be found. 

Industrial pollution

There’s something in      
IT starts as a whiff. Then it 

turns into an odour so nausea-
tingly overpowering that it forces 
people to fl ock indoors in the vain 
hope of escaping its toxic tendrils. 
Apart from a two-and-a-half-year 
hiatus, this has been the daily lot of 
the residents of Riverside Avenue, 
a Balaclava neighbourhood located 
downwind from Consolidated Fa-
brics Ltd (CFL) since 2005. Two 
weeks ago, the stench got so bad 
that Katerina Roberts had to be 
rushed to hospital with palpitations. 
She spent three days there. The au-
thorities have fi nally decided to act 
against this source of industrial air 
and water pollution. Will the textile 
factory clean up its act?

Photographs taken last week 
by Eric Roberts tell a scary tale. 
One can see dark dye-infused wa-
ter bleeding copiously into a canal 
that feeds Mare Pyram. The canal 
meanders through sugarcane fi elds 

carrying its chemical concoction. 
Water near the Mare Pyram’s 
shore is coloured a reddish hue. 
More worryingly still, the over-
fl ow of the lake seeps into Rivière 
Citron which, in turn, ends up in 
Balaclava’s Turtle Bay, one of the 
island’s two marine parks. In terms 
of ecological impact, one can har-
dly think of a worse location to spill 
untreated effl uent. 

It seems that the authorities 
have fi nally latched onto this fact. 
Last week, the ministry of Envi-
ronment issued an Enforcement 
Notice against the textile factory 
giving it a month to “take measures 
to solve the odour problem” and 
to “clean and upgrade” its waste
water treatment facilities. The au-
thorities will be strictly monitoring 
the region’s air quality in the co-
ming weeks and have already taken 
water samples from the canal lea-
ving the factory for analysis. Failure 

Environment 
sleuths get 
cracking, 
at last.



to comply with the notice will result 
in the imposition of a fi rst fi ne “not 
exceeding Rs50 000” and, possibly, 
a prohibition notice.  

CFL has been rather tight-lip-
ped about the affair, but in a sta-
tement issued after a stakeholder 
meeting that was held on Wednes-
day, it put forward fi ve points de-
tailing its efforts, past and future, to 
solve the problem. The document 
affi rms moreover that air quality 
checks have yielded “no anoma-
lies” and that the wastewater is 
treated prior to being discharged. 
“It meets the standards of the En-
vironment Protection Act 2003. 
The lake is used for irrigation only. 
The last batch of tests, which are 
conducted monthly by a renow-
ned independent fi rm, took place 
on April 19. Similarly, air quality 
tests made near the plant haven’t 
revealed any anomalies”. 

The company recently applied 
to the Wastewater Management 
Authority (WMA) for a connec-
tion to the E22 manhole in Baie 
du Tombeau. “CFL is currently 
waiting for its licence for discharge 
in order to begin the installation 
of 5 800 metres of piping that will 
connect the factory in Solitude to 
the E22 manhole in Baie du Tom-
beau. Once connected, the fac-
tory wastewater treatment plant 
will stop functioning.” Once the 
authorities give the go-ahead, the 
works, which will cost Rs55 mil-
lion, will take fi ve months. In the 
meantime, the decantation pools 
will be cleaned. “CFL is not 
insensitive to the impact its 
industrial activities may have 
had on the environment”, 
it asserts. 

For their part, the resi-
dents of Riverside Avenue 
want to see hard proof 
before daring to hope for 
a fresh air future. Over the 
years, CFL’s management has 
assured them several times 
that the necessary measures 
would be taken. In 2007, for 
instance, it touted the pros-
pect of installing a pipeline 
that would carry the facto-
ry’s effl uents out…to sea. In 
2010, it announced a plan 
to build a connection to 
JinFei’s wastewater treat-
ment system. Yet when 
the Balaclava Residents 
Association wrote to the 
WMA at the behest of 
CFL to pledge its sup-
port to this initiative, 
it was informed soon 
after that the JinFei me-
ga-project was no longer 

on the table! A scoop to be sure, 
but not exactly the one they were 
expecting. 

Impact on health
But even that represented a 

progress of sorts. Initially, CFL ve-
hemently denied being the source 
of the pollution. It only came to its 
senses after lengthy pressure was 
brought to bear by the residents of 
Riverside Avenue. According to Eric 
Roberts of the Balaclava Residents 
Association (BRA), the factory’s 
wastewater treatment infrastructure 
and, in particular, its decantation 
pools are outdated and simply cope 
with the current output. “The fac-
tory’s been around since 1991 and 
production has increased a lot since 
then, but its wastewater treatment 
facilities have not followed.” His 
wife, Katerina, a travel writer, likens 
it to “cooking fi ve pounds of rice in 
a one-pint pot”.  

Over the years, the residents 
have denounced CFL’s activities 
numerous times, without success; 
as a result, they had no choice but 
to put up with the noxious clouds 
that waft over them at dawn and 
dusk. Until now that is. Af-
ter receiving a hefty dos-
sier from the Roberts at the 
beginning of the month, the 
ministry of Environ-

ment sent its offi cers onsite. What 
they saw persuaded them to take 
action. A good thing too for the re-
sidents are at the end of their tether. 

The physical discomfort 
caused by the noxious gases is 
overshadowed by its impact on 
their health. “The children here 
have to use nebulizers for their 
asthma”, says Eric Roberts, 69. 
But Katerina’s recent hospitaliza-
tion was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. Seeing his normally 
healthy wife wracked by palpita-
tions was more than he could bear. 
Does he think that things will im-
prove this time around? “I can’t 
see how the situation will improve 
without some really drastic changes 
being made”, he asserts. 

Encouragingly, it seems that 
the Balaclava Residents Associa-
tion will now be able to count on a 
growing support base. Earlier this 
week, residents of another residen-
tial area, Banyan, contacted the 
association on its Facebook page 
saying that they too are victims of 
CFL’s pollution. Legal proceedings 
are being envisaged. Yet couldn’t it 

be argued that part of the reason 
why the situation got so out of 
hand is because fi nes for industrial 
pollution are paltry compared to 
the cost of building adequate treat-
ment facilities? 

Tiberman Ramyead, a for-
mer director of the Department 
of Environment, concedes that the 
fi nes are indeed on the low side. 
Increasing them however would 
entail having to harmonize all rele-
vant legislations, from the Environ-
ment Protection Act to the Central 
Water Authority Act. He disagrees 
that this case refl ects poorly on the 

Department of Environ-
ment’s Enforcement Divi-
sion. “It’s a very dynamic 

team”, he affi rms. 
Tiberman 

Ramyead adds that the director of 
the Department of Environment 
is empowered to issue stop orders 
directly, a prerogative that has been 
used only very rarely. 

The next few weeks will be vital 
for the residents of Riverside Ave-
nue. The recent uproar about the 
factory’s activities seems to have 
created the impetus needed to fi nd 
a lasting solution to their troubles. 
For that to happen though, both 
CFL and the authorities will have 
to do their utmost to ensure the ap-
propriate measures are taken. And 
soon. Only then will the Roberts 
and their neighbours be able to 
breathe a little easier.  

 Nicholas RAINER

Insert N° 3 • Friday 29 April 2011 ][ I S S U E S l’expressp. 39

the air (and it’s not love)

PHOTOS : ERIC ROBERTS

be argued that part of the reason Ramyead adds that the director of

p

Blood isn’t the only thing thicker than water

Paint it red: Mare Pryam
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“We need to reassess our relations with India”

Anil Gayan, former
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
casts a glance around the 
Indian Ocean and, further 
afi eld, at the emerging super 
powers. Mauritius, he main-
tains, needs to have a much 
more objective attitude in its 
foreign relations, especially 
with India.

[ I N T E R V I E W 

■ Mrs. Patil’s visit has triggered a lot 
of debate about our relationship with 
India. Is India our best friend in the 
world?

Has it really triggered a debate? 
■ Well, at least a lot of rhetoric. What 
should the debate be about? 

The debate should be about whether 
the relations between Mauritius and India 
should continue as they are or whether we 
should have another look, a critical look, at 
India which is emerging as an economic and 
military superpower today. 
■ You mean the talk so far has been 
emotional rather than rational?

Yes, we talk about Mother India, but we 
forget that India has ambitions which are glo-
bal and Mauritius might not be part of that 
ambition except to the extent that we can 
assist in the realization of that ambition, for 
example, by legitimising a naval presence in 
our seas. India has interests that transcend  
Mauritian interests. 
■ Does that worry you? 

It doesn’t worry me as such. What worries 
me more is the lack of intellectual input in a 
critical analysis of what our interests are. The 
moment we start talking about India, because 
it is India, we are not critical anymore. We be-
come emotional. 
■ And what’s the problem with being 
emotional when dealing with a friend?

We should not be emotional when it 
comes to state relations. State relations have 
to be looked at dispassionately and in the light 
of what our interests are.

What we are doing now is focusing 
on India, not as a partner for business or 
a partner for development, but more be-
cause our ancestors  happened  to come 
from India. 
■ The majority of people, you mean. 

Exactly! Our association with India 
must be a Mauritian thing, not an Asian 
or Indo thing. The perception is that the 
visit of the President of India is more to 

consolidate the links between India and 
those who originate from there. 
■ Is that the aim?

It shouldn’t be. 
■ What is the aim of the President’s 
visit? 

(Laughs) I think it’s the fi rst of May. 
■ You mean she’s aware of our 
folklore? 

(Laughs) I don’t know if she is aware, 
but I believe that the government is capi-
talising on her presence to mobilise people 
for its May Day meeting.
■ This is the cynical reason. What is 
the offi cial reason behind the visit of 
an Indian president? 

Well, I think that state visits are impor-
tant for nurturing state relationships, espe-
cially when we say, rightly or wrongly, that 
we have a special relationship with India. 
■ You are not telling me the full 
story now. You do not seem to be 
amused by the passion we are 
showing for India. What kind of 
issues should we be examining ob-
jectively?

(Outburst of laughter) Well, let’s look 
back 20 or 30 years. India was fi ghting for 
the Indian Ocean to be a zone of peace. 
Now we don’t talk about a zone of peace. 
What are the powers in the region? France, 
the United States, India and increasin-
gly China. China is investing heavily in 
countries like Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, developing their ports and other 
facilities, so, in a way, India feels threate-
ned. It is being encircled by Chinese inte-
rests and presence. So India also wants to 
expand its military projection in the region. 
There is nothing wrong with that. All super 
powers do that. But what is the likelihood 
of India fi ghting a war, let’s say, against Pa-
kistan, on one front, and against China on 
another front. India can manage militarily 
to fi ght two wars. What will happen to our 
special relationship then, if we happen to 

be involved in some kind of confl ict with 
China? Or let’s assume something else. 
Let’s assume that tomorrow with the JinFei 
project, we have a major issue with China. 
Will India immediately come to our help? 
Or will India look at its own interests vis-
à-vis China before coming to the help of 
Mauritius? 
■ And the answer to that is clear ac-
cording to you. 

Of course it’s clear. In the balance of 
power, Mauritius does not count. 
■ Are you also apprehensive about 
the Indian presence in Agalega? How 
much of these rumours is true accor-
ding to you? 

Well, I don’t know how much is true. 
But if you look at it again dispassionately, 
I have no problem if tomorrow Mauritius 
and India were to negotiate a deal with re-
gard to the development of Agalega as a 
military base for the Indian Navy or Indian 
military. I have no problem with that, as 
long as the sovereignty of Mauritius is not 
an issue and there are adequate safeguards. 
■ No problem at all?

Well, as long as we retain the right to 
put an end to any facility and as long as we 
get something in return for it. I don’t want 
a deal like Diego Garcia, where we had and 
still have no say at all on the management 
of the environment, fi sheries, tourism etc. 
So I think there is nothing wrong, and that 
is why I say that the projection of India as 
a military power in the Indian Ocean is 
buttressed by its close affi nity and relations 
with Mauritius. 
■ And it shouldn’t be? 

I’m not saying it shouldn’t. I think every 
big power would like to have friends, and 
Mauritius is a friend to India, and I think 
there is no harm in consolidating this 
friendship. I personally see no problem if 
India were to have a base for military faci-
lities in Agalega. It’s going to be a counte-
rweight to Diego Garcia. The issue remains 

whether such a development is likely to 
heighten tension and start an arms race in 
the Indian Ocean. 
■ Is it?

Not right now because the US and In-
dia are on the best of terms. (Laughter) So 
I don’t see any problem with regard to that. 
■ When you say that you laugh. 
What’s wrong with India and the US 
being on the same page?

Well, the US looks at its strategic inte-
rests globally. So when the US looks at the 
world and especially at a region like India, 
what does it see? It sees China emerging 
as a major power, both militarily, economi-
cally and population wise. And India is also 
emerging as a major power. Technically, 
there are border disputes between India and 
China. These can fl are up any time. With 
the visits that take place between Beijing 
and New Delhi on a regular basis, I don’t 
know if that is an issue anymore because 
they believe, rightly, that there is more to 
gain by cooperation than by confrontation. 
However, the US also sees China as a po-
tential challenger.The great strides made by 
China in outer space technology are ano-
ther source of worry both to the US and 
India. China is already a power in outer 
space and it has the capability to send sa-
tellites from outer space. India and the US 
have common interests in respect of China. 
International terrorism is another factor that 
brings these powers together. They are the 
largest democracies and share common va-
lues. But there is no doubt that the impro-
ved relationship between the US and India 
is another strategic signal being sent to Rus-
sia which is no more the power that it used 
to be. The recent rapprochement between 
China and Russia is another reason for the 
warming of ties between India and the US. 
Should there be any major confl ict between 
the US and China, the US would prefer In-
dia as an ally. But what if China and India 
were to get together militarily?

    ANIL GAYAN, Senior CounselInterviewnterview



■ On the economic front, is there anything benefi -
cial in our economic relationship with India? 

Well, there is the offshore. 
■ The Double Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)? 
What do you think about that? 

If that treaty were to disappear tomorrow, then the 
offshore sector in Mauritius would die instantly. 
■ But are we really getting as much benefi t as you 
are making it sound? It’s just money that comes in 
and goes out. A paper transaction.

True, but it’s a lot of money. Even if that money does not 
stay in Mauritius, there are fees that are collected on substantial 
sums. So I don’t think we should underestimate it. 
■ What does India get in return? 

Well, look at it this way: we cannot sell anything to India. 
India produces everything, and at better prices. The trade im-
balance is so huge that India has to do something. I believe that 
politically it is good that this DTAA taxation treaty exists, just 
to make up for the imbalance in the balance of trade. That is a 
factor. Of course there are other things that we can do. Tourism 
is such a sector that we can work on. 
■ But for the time being, its contribution is minimal. 

Well, you have to understand why. If you are traveling with 
a family and you have to catch a fl ight at 2am in Mumbai, 
to come to Mauritius, would you come? On the other hand, 
the fl ights going to Europe do not leave at ungodly hours. So 
we have to take into account practical problems like that. Air 
Mauritius gives priority to Europe. They forget that India has 
half a billion people who are in the middle class and that’s a 
huge market. 
■ Do they spend as much money as Europeans? 

Yes, they do but Indians are not going to come to Mau-
ritius to go to the beach. They will come to spend time in 
shopping malls. They go to Singapore. Why do they go to 
Singapore? To shop. We must give them those shopping op-
portunities through the duty-free island. We must also unders-
tand that the Indians who come to Mauritius will want to feel 
at home in our hotels. All the hotels in Mauritius are geared 
towards European tastes. We must serve the food they are used 
to eating. 
■ You mean we must serve dosas in the morning 
instead of pancakes and eggs and bacon?

Yes, yes, we must. Otherwise, why should they come? We 
are not the only tourism destination in the world. If we want 
to attract them, then we must give them what they are looking 
for. The same thing applies to the Chinese. We have decided to 
get the Chinese people to come but they are different.  When 
they come, they want to eat noodles but which hotel in Mau-
ritius caters for that?  But if you go to any hotel in the Far East, 
you’ll see that service is provided.  The problem is that when 
the Indian or Chinese tourist comes to Mauritius, he does not 
get the same service from the people working in the hotels as 
the European tourist does. There is also a problem of racism. 
Let’s face it. 
■ Don’t you think that the hotels feel that Indians will 
not spend much in the hotels the way the Europeans 
do?

That is the problem in the tourism industry in Mauritius. 
The hotels keep tourists captive for the whole day and this is 
why we do not have world-class restaurants in Mauritius. Tou-
rists are not allowed to go out and the hotels sell an all-inclusive 
package. This is wrong.  
■ But only 20% of the packages are all-inclusive 
according to the Association des Hoteliers et Restau-
rateurs Mauriciens (AHRIM).

They are wrong. They are not prepared to sell beds only 
.They want to sell everything.  So the tourist has to stay inside 
the hotel.
■ But isn’t it the tourist who decides the kind of pac-
kage s/he wants? And the all-inclusive is the fastest 
growing trend.

If you go to London or Paris, which hotel sells an all-inclu-
sive package? You don’t even get breakfast.
■ But that’s not the destination we are competing 
with it, is it? If the tourist cannot get an all-inclusive 
here, he’ll go to the Caribbean. 

In Jamaica there were many tourists who were getting 
killed. There was a security problem.  Do we have a security 
problem in Mauritius?

■ This is the wrong time to out such a question to 
me.

(Laughter) There has been one isolated incident in a hotel 
but I don’t think we should generalise.
■ Yes, I agree. But the point of the hotel industry is 
that they hardly have a choice. 

That’s their marketing stunt.  May be you should accom-
pany those who go to sell the rooms and listen to what they say 
to tourists.  The reason they have such packages is simple: they 
make more money out of this package sale. 
■ What’s wrong with making more money?

It diminishes the importance of the hotel industry.  Eve-
rybody is locked up in the hotel as from six in the evening: they 
eat and drink there, no restaurant and no bar outside is open 
for business for tourists, they don’t go to see shows and they 
don’t travel inside the country.  Now, they are even served free 
local rum inside the hotel. In fact, they are captive.  For those 
who want to stay captive, fi ne, but I’m sure most of them will 
want go out.  Most of those living in the bungalows do that 
unlike those cooped up in the luxury hotels.  
■ But doesn’t the money trickle down to rest of the 
people?

Which people?  You know how much a waiter earns in the 
hotel industry?  The hotel industry boasts of making billions 
of rupees of profi t. Those at the top do earn a lot. The rest live 

on peanuts. And those at the top in banks and hotels are by the 
way foreigners. They say we don’t have local talents; of course 
we have local talents.  But there is employment apartheid in 
Mauritius.
■ Don’t you think there is xenophobia as well?

No, I’m all for having foreigners in the country. If we 
don’t have the skills, by all means go and get them.  But then, 
train your people and give them opportunities. We have lots 
of people who have been trained overseas and who want to 
come back but they don’t get these opportunities. Look at all 
the major corporations. Who are their accountants? Who are 
their legal advisers? It is apartheid. If you want to really develop 
the country, we need to break all those obstacles. 

■ Would enacting the Equal Opportunities Act be 
enough?

Not the way it is; it would have to be strengthened. But 
we need to bring it into force. Why hasn’t it been brought into 
force? 
■ You tell me. 

I think there have been some lobbies against it. 
■ We did not hear you say anything about the “Med-
Point scandal”. Do you think the ICAC is handling it 
properly? 

I believe in institutions. And if the institutions are working 
in good faith, impartially and are not at the behest of any po-
litician, let them work. But they will only be able to perform 
if people are prepared to go and help them perform. Institu-
tions are not faceless. There are people running them, so those 
people will have to assume their responsibilities. If they don’t, 
then these institutions should be scrapped. 
■ What about Neotown? Do you see it as a good op-
portunity for the country or as a “mega scandal”? 

We want people from India to come and invest, but they 
must invest in the interest of both Mauritius and themselves. 
■ Do you think that is what the Neotown project is 
about? 

If you are a bona fi de investor then you must have access 
to a bank guarantee. You know how many fl y-by-night inves-
tors we have in this country? They just come, get a letter of 
intent from the state and market it all over the world. 
■ What is your relationship with politics now? 

Well I am not with any of the major political parties. I fi nd 
that the parties are a one-man show and there is no democracy. 
I must say that Sir Aneerood Jugnauth was different: we could 
talk to him. 
■ Can’t you talk to Pravind Jugnauth in the same 
way? 

No. 
■ Why not? 

I don’t think he has the same stature. 
■ Do you think the MedPoint issue is going to threa-
ten Pravind Jugnauth’s political ambition? 

Well, you see, the Jugnauth family has always been…
(laughs) you know the Sun Trust story. He was minister then 
when the cheque of 44 million was paid, and this time also he 
happens to be minister. He will be tainted by this saga.
■ Will it make a big dent? 

In Mauritius, if you happen to belong to a particular 
group, nothing matters. 

When you mention Sun Trust and Medpoint, are 
you suggesting that they’re into making money at the 
expense of the country? 

That’s the perception. 
■ Doesn’t it matter when it comes to polling day? 

When that day comes, they will get groups like the Voice 
of Hindu to give a communal slant to everything. This is why 
I say that when we look at India we should look at it as Mau-
ritians and not as Hindus. The relation must be state to state 
and people to people, not between groups. We need to learn 
from India how corruption and corrupt leaders are dealt with 
by the courts.  We need to reassess our relations with India - if 
our interests coincide with those of India, the interests of India 
do not necessarily coincide with ours. 
■ What’s your next move? 

(Laughs) My next move is to go and have lunch!

Touria PRAYAG
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“We must also understand 
that the Indians who come 
to Mauritius will want to 

feel at home in our hotels. ”



“Labour Day has 
always been a 
signifi cant day 
in the Mauri-

tian political calendar,” states 
Jocelyn Chan Low, Head of 
the Department of History and 
Political Science at the Univer-
sity of Mauritius, “especially 
given the fact that both major 
parties, the MMM and the La-
bour Party (LP), had their roots 
in the struggle of the working 
class.” From its very inception 
in Mauritius, the day was about 
articulating not just the economic 
but also the political concerns 
of the working class. Although 
“some artisans started to com-
memorate the fi rst of May in 
Mauritius as from the 1920s,” 
Chan Low explains, “in 1938, 
for the fi rst time, it was celebra-
ted in a huge rally organized by 
the MLP under Maurice Curé, 
Emmanuel Anquetil and Pandit 
Sahadeo.” There is therefore, ac-
cording to Nita Deerpalsing of 
the LP, “a deep link between the 
LP and Labour Day.” The cen-
tral demand of the gathering was 
for the right to vote to be made 
universal rather than restricted to 
those holding a certain amount of 
property or level of literacy. 

This association between 
political and economic issues 
only intensifi ed in the sixties 
and seventies when the MMM, 
sporting a brand of Marxist-

inspired populism, “in 1975 
organized symbolically its fi rst 
public rally against the harsh 
repression it was subjected to, 
the interdiction of trade unions 
and the imprisonment of politi-
cal and trade union leaders for 
their radical beliefs,” stresses 
Chan Low.  At the time, ac-
cording to Steven Obeegadoo, 
spokesperson for the MMM, 
“we used to have joint rallies 
with the General Workers Fe-
deration (GWF).”  So how is it 
that this rich tradition of organi-
zed labour articulating and mo-
bilising for its political interests 
has been lost? 

Restrictions on
organised labour

One reason is the restric-
tions imposed upon organised 
labour to express its demands.  
Technically, strikes are ille-
gal unless approved of by the 
state. As Sidney Selvon in his 
historical account "A Compre-
hensive History of Mauritius" 
highlights that in 1974, the In-
dustrial Relations Act (IRA) 
“gave exclusive powers (to the 
state) to decide whether a strike 
was legal or not.” The Public 
Gathering Act (PGA), which 
succeeded it, still does not allow 
peaceful protest or demonstra-
tions without express permis-
sion from the state. Strikes still 
remain technically illegal, a hol-
dover from political repression 
in the seventies. The Employ-
ment Relations Act (EReA) 
and the Employment Rights 
Act (ERiA), both introduced in 
2006, also have a role to play. 
Although the EReA mandates 
a collective bargaining process, 
the ERiA allows companies to 
fi re workers using the excuse 
of economic downsizing, no 
questions asked. The result, as 
Reaz Chutto of the Confedera-
tion des Travailleurs du Secteur 
Privé (CTSP) told the weekly 
in its 1st of April issue, is that 
“No worker now dares become 
a trade union delegate because 
he thinks that s/he may be fi -
red. Where there are no dele-
gates, there can be no collective 
bargaining.” 

Legal obstacles, however, do 
not fully account for the lacklus-

ter showing of organised labour. 
Another reason lies in the 

fact that both parties, histori-
cally associated with the trade 
union movement, have largely 
disowned their past populism. 
“The leftist parties,” Chan 
Low argues, “have moved to 
the centre and now articulate 
the demands of a wide range of 
interests sometimes at variance 
with those of the working class.” 
Despite this, Ashok Subron of 
the General Workers Federation 
(GWF) adds, “these parties 
have maintained the tradition 
of public meetings on May 1st, 
fi nanced by capital. The wor-
king class is an orphan, with no 
major party representing their 
interest anymore.” The result 
is that mobilisations by political 
parties tend to focus mostly on 
sensationalistic issues of the day. 

As Rajesh Bhagwan, Secre-
tary-General of the MMM in-
forms us, the topics raised this 
May Day by his party will be 
“the issues we have been can-
vassing for the past month which 
are the stress on the population, 
mismanagement, rise in the cost 
of living, infl ation, MedPoint, 

Neotown, infi nity, Ille aux Cerfs, 
manipulation of the Mauritius 
Broadcasting Corporation and 
general incompetence at the level 
of this government.”  

Obeegadoo concedes that 
“unfortunately, Labour Day 
has become an annual event 
which is seen as a show of 
force by political parties where 
each party uses the event to 
present its political line to the 
extent that trade unions have 
become marginalised. This is 
something that we would like to 
see change.” That’s why Chan 
Low adds that Trade Unions 
organise themselves separately 
but the media sets the agenda 
on the “la guerre des foules”.

Structure of the 
labour force

Part of the problem, Deer-
palsing stresses, is that with the 
development of new sectors 
of the economy, the structure 
of the Mauritian labour force 
is now more complex. “Now 
we have blue collar workers, 
white collar workers and the 
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Labour Day in Mauritius

Reclaiming a he
Labour Day has 
been historically 
associated with 
the working class 
fi ghting to 
extend its econo-
mic rights and 
political clout. 
With large swathes 
of the global eco-
nomy in turmoil, 
this legacy is being 
rediscovered. In 
Mauritius how-
ever, organized 
labour continues 
to be stuck in a 
purely economis-
tic paradigm with 
no signifi cant po-
litical demands or 
leverage.  How is 
it that the working 
class has come to 
be sidelined on 
its own traditio-
nal holiday? This 
was not always the 
case.

Labour Day (also known as May Day internationally) has now become a promi

“Strong Unions Save Lives”: A message that will be reiterated this 
Labour Day.
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young generation now going 
into BPOs. Trade unions today 
refl ect that plurality. We’re not 
talking just about several levels 
of unions but also about diffe-
rent centres of interest, whether 
it is unions militating for tea-
chers’ rights, public sector wor-
kers or private sector workers. 
Although certain common de-
nominators exist, unions today 
are fragmented amongst uni-
sectoral, single issue agitators.”

This nuanced understan-
ding helps explain the relatively 
parochial discourse churned 
out by workers’ organisations. 
Subron acknowledges as much 
when he says, “this is why we 
have been attempting to formu-
late a new perspective of com-
bining economic demands with 
political struggle.” Aside from 
the demand for a “salary read-
justment of at least 1000 rupees 
for all wage earners to recoup 
for the loss of purchasing power 
and introducing amendments 
in labour laws, which as they 
stand, favour capital over la-
bour, we are now calling for a 
shift in the ultra-liberal model of 
the economy that is responsible 

for price increases, labour laws, 
the multiple forms of land-grab-
bing in Mauritius and the pri-
vatisation of energy production 
in Mauritius.”

This homogenisation of the 
type of discourse from political 
parties, and the economism of a 
working class disoriented, disor-
ganised and atomised is why the 

working class in Mauritius seems 
to be eclipsed on its own traditio-
nal holiday. Whether this state of 
affairs will change depends upon 
to what extent the working class is 
able to frame the political debate 
on its own terms. Now that will 
be a Labour Day to see. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Third worldly

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

eritage
We’re so democratic a people, Indian Presi-

dent Pratibha Patil was astounded. I kid you 
not. I heard her say so in Parliament. And 
everybody seemed to be immensely chuffed 

by the naivety of India’s President. (I rather think she 
was not fooled but what else could she say in Parliament- 
hey people, you’re a disgrace?)

 Don’t you just love it every time we manage to con 
our visitors into believing that we’re exactly as the bro-
chure says we are? I mean Patil went on so much about 
our commitment to democracy and how well we’re 
upholding it that I wanted to scream. Imagine that. I 
would have been thrown out of the public gallery and 
it would have made my many parliamentarian friends’ 
day- we’ve always known it, she is a fruitcake, they’d be 
saying to one another. At least I’m not deluded.

Democratic? The INDEPENDENT Broadcasting Au-
thority (IBA) sent a letter to private radios last Saturday 
ordering them to remove from the air a paid political 
broadcast of the MMM because political broadcasts 
should be “factual and informative in nature”. 

This, they say, is according to the paid political an-
nouncement guidelines issued in 2010. I’d like to draw 
your attention to the second schedule of the IBA Act. 
Section 6 says that those guidelines issued by the IBA 
and to which all radios must comply, applies “during 
any period starting, in respect of National Assembly 
Elections, on the day of election and ending on the 
day poll is to be taken”. In plain English, during an 
electoral campaign. 

Unless the IBA is privy to information we don’t have, 
there are no impending elections. So what’s all this cur-
tailing of the freedom of expression about? Private 
radios have remained alarmingly silent on the matter 
presumably because they fall under the direct authority 
of the IBA and are loath to provoke Mr Dwarka and co. 
The opposition seems to be fi nding this violation of de-
mocracy rather funny and say they don’t see the point in 
lodging a complaint against the IBA’s shocking decision. 

Mrs Patil probably thought it was part of the idiosyn-
crasies of Mauritian democracy.

While this is happening, the MBC is slowly falling 
into the worst kind of amateurishness this side of the 
world. Its journalists and directors seem to have lost 
all notion of what a news bulletin is supposed to be. On 
Tuesday, they started the news with… the National An-
them being played at the National Assembly, followed 
by the entire repeat of the Parliamentary session featu-
ring Mrs Patil. It lasted 17 minutes. Then on to a repor-
tage on the visit of India’s President, who the journalist 
kept calling “la grande dame”- I can only conclude that 
the MBC has conferred the title on Mrs Patil in a secret 
ceremony, to be revealed to the world in a couple of 
months by WikiLeaks. 

Contrast this with the luxurious cortege - which by 
no means is out of place - put at Mrs Patil and her de-
legation’s disposal by government, paid for by the very 
taxpayer whose rights are being curtailed, I might add. 

Amateurishness on the one hand, luxury on the other. 
Very third worldly I must say. (I wonder if it crossed Mrs 
Patil’s mind?)

“The happy idea of using a proletarian holiday celebra-
tion […]was fi rst born in Australia,” according to famous 
leftist icon Rosa Luxemburg in her 1984 tract on the ori-
gins of Labour Day.  This idea fi rst carried out in 1856 was 
so successful in mobilizing workers that it was decided to 
emulate it every year. By the 1860s, mass mobilization in 
favour of limiting the working day to eight hours spread 
to the United States. 
“In 1886, however” Chan Low highlights “a rally in sup-
port of striking workers in Haymarket Square in Chicago 
led to several arrests and the subsequent public hanging 
of 4 anarchists.” The 4 were tried openly for their politi-
cal beliefs, to the consternation of global public opinion. 
Since then, it was decided by the second socialist inter-
national, an international grouping of socialist and leftist 
parties, that May 1st would be a day to globally comme-
morate the events in Haymarket square and to attain the 
eight hour working day, social legislation, equal suffrage 
for men and women and to protest militarism and war. 
“Subsequently,” Chan Low elaborates further, “general 
strikes would be organized across Europe and elsewhere 
on the 1st May to achieve the eight hour day.”
Since then, May 1st has become institutionalized globally 
as a prominent date on the calendar of the left to cham-
pion workers’ rights and struggles. 

inent part of the leftist calendar globally.

One of the problems facing unions is that they have been unsuccessful 
in organizing industrial disputes in new sectors such as BPOs. 

The Origins of Labour Day
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As Indian President Pratibha Patil 
leaves Mauritius after a visit which 
tried to boost ties and cooperation, de-
bate about Double Taxation Agreement 
came to the forefront. Our guests look 
at the meaning and implications of such 
an agreement, as well as the criticism 
which has surrounded it. 

TThe he MMauritius-auritius-IIndia  double tax treaty ndia  

SINCE the proposal for the In-
dian Direct Taxes Code Bill of 2009 
(DTC) followed by the discussion 
paper and revised discussion paper 
in 2010 and now its effective imple-
mentation to come in April 2012, 
stakeholders, professionals and the 
fi nancial services sector pundits 
have had and will still have abun-
dant time to study the likely impact 
of the DTC on the Investors and 
its consequences under the existing 
provisions of the double tax avoi-
dance agreement (DTAA).

Our DTAA with India has been 
under steady attacks on more than 
one occasion either through public 
interest litigation and reporting in 
the Indian press or even by the Tax 
Inspectors in India denying treaty 
benefi ts on the ground of alleged 
treaty shopping. 

If, originally in the early eighties, 
the treaty aimed at opening Invest-
ment opportunities for Indian In-
vestors to Africa using Mauritius as 
its gateway, over the years a different 
scenario evolved.

Over the three decades, almost 
45% of Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) to India transited through 
Mauritius. The fi scal authority in 
India gave up taxing rights on ca-
pital gains under their domestic law 
and agreed to the taxing rights in 
the country of ‘residence’ whereby 
Category 1 global business com-
panies (GBC 1) having a valid tax 
residence certifi cate issued by the 
Mauritian authorities were taxed at 
the effective rate of 3% by the Mau-

ritius Revenue Authority (MRA). 
In spite of various assaults 

against the Indo-Mauritian treaty, 
the Indian Supreme Court upheld 
the agreement thus providing much 
needed certainty to investors.

The criticisms against the 
DTAA have been many fold; that 
there are abuses of treaty provisions 
making the Mauritian jurisdiction a 
tax haven or that Indian fi scal au-
thorities are being deprived of their 
legitimate revenue and incurring tax 
losses in terms of Capital Gains Tax 
(CGT) , or even that the treaty is 
not at par with the Singapore-India 
treaty which contains a limitation of 
benefi t clause. Recently, there have 
even been concerns following the 
well publicised scandals of Satyam, 
Cricket and 2G Telecom among 
others. Concerns have also been 
raised over suspicion of round-trip-
ping and routing of Indian illicit mo-
ney back into India after transiting 
through Mauritius. India itself has 
not enacted any anti round-tripping 
piece of legislation. The reality today 
is that FDI has dipped by 25% in 
the last 11 months. 

The Indian Ministry of Finance 
has made recent declarations to the 
effect that in the near future, the 
Indian Tax Department will soon 
post offi cers in the tax havens to 
collect information with regard to 
tax evasion by Indian Nationals and 
ensure exchange of information of 
banking transactions and assistance 
in tax matters. As matters stand, 
one senior Indian Revenue offi cer 

is posted at the MRA, one at the In-
dian High Commission and a third 
one until recently at the FSC. 

The effective date of the co-
ming into operation of the DTC 
may well be fi xed to April 2012 but 
lobbyists are working hard to per-
suade the Indian Government to 
tread carefully as this might create 
uncertainty for investors and at the 
same time give extensive powers to 
the Commissioner to override treaty 
provisions?

We have to bear in mind that 
only the DTAAs signed by India 
after 2004 contains anti-abuse 

rules in the form of limitations on 
treaty provisions.  Under GAAR, 
the Commissioner may invalidate 
an agreement and rule out treaty 
provisions and thus declare an 
arrangement as falling under an 
impermissible avoidance arrange-
ment when certain conditions are 
met: namely that the objective of 
the arrangement is merely to obtain 
a tax benefi t and is not for bona fi de 
purposes, secondly if it creates rights 
and obligations which would not be 
created between persons dealing at 
arm’s length thirdly if such arran-
gement results directly or indirectly 
in the misuse or abuse of the pro-
visions of the DTC and  fourthly 
if it  lacks commercial substance in 
whole or in part.

Singapore and the United 
States respectively bring 9% and 
7% of Foreign Direct Investment 
to India compared to 45% through 
Mauritius. Is it not high time to look 
to the African continent where we 
have some fourteen DTAAs already 
and some seven still awaiting to be 
ratifi ed and signed? Will the Direct 
Tax Code (DTC) not eventually 
restrict treaty provisions allowing 
capital fl ows from Mauritius to In-
dia?  Will disclosure of information 
in spite of confi dentiality aspects of 
banking transactions not give nega-
tive publicity to Mauritius in case we 
are bound to provide full disclosure 
and this to the advantage of com-
peting jurisdictions…say Singapore 
for example? Will not the too strict 
know your client (KYC) norms and 

over regulation in Mauritius divert 
clients to other jurisdictions…for 
example Seychelles where norms 
may be less stringent.

The recent budgetary measures 
in Mauritius to encourage global 
companies to perform certain ac-
tivities in Mauritius will help such 
entities which may have otherwise 
been caught under the GAAR pro-
visions. The recent listing rules of 
the SEM have also been reviewed 
to facilitate effi cient listing of Global 
Funds resident in Mauritius.

According to the recent 
OECD reports, there are about 
143 Management Companies 
looking after 9,500 Global Bu-
siness Companies category one.  
Mauritius does not provide for 
postal box companies compared 
to other jurisdictions.   

We will still have to await fur-
ther discussion papers and re-
gulations to assess the impact of 
GAAR provisions, whether they 
will have prospective or retrospec-
tive effect remains yet to be seen. 
Retrospectively will no doubt 
bring uncertainly to investors.

The countdown days of 
‘little India’ as coined by former 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
may well have started, from the 
Indo-Mauritian tax treaty pers-
pective at least, or is Mother India 
now geared to be the third largest 
economy and a world power too 
confi dent and able to close its 
frontiers in a bid to develop its na-
tional capitalism?

By Kishore PERTAB
Barrister Possible impact

“The 
countdown days 
of ‘little India’ 
may well have 

started from the 
Indo-Mauritian 

tax treaty 
perspective”
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THE Mauritius-India Double 
Treaty Agreement (DTA) has 
continued to be the subject of re-
gular and relentless adverse press 
publicity for reasons obscure to us 
in spite of the tremendous good-
will that has been created by the 
Bollywood fi lm industry towards 
Mauritius among the Indian pu-
blic. Mauritius has been accused 
and found through a trial by the 
Indian media to be (i) a tax haven 
or fi scal paradise offering shell 
companies to Indians for stashing 
black money in offshore banks 
and short-circuiting the waterti-
ght system of tax compliance and 
exchange controls in India, (ii) a 
conduit of tax evasion by Indian 
corporations siphoning funds out 
of India and bringing them back 
again in the guise of foreign invest-
ments with tax benefi ts (round 
tripping), depriving the Indian 
Exchequer for the alleviation of 
poverty of revenue and ( iii) an 
avenue for money laundering by 
dangerous criminals with possible 
links to arms smuggling, drug syn-
dicates and terror networks.

First, Mauritius is not a tax ha-
ven but a low-tax jurisdiction, and 
it does not offer shell companies. 

Unlike even in well-established 
jurisdictions, where companies 
are incorporated in bulk as ready-
made goods to be sold off the 
shelf, a Global Business Company 
cannot be registered in Mauritius 
without having obtained the prior 
approval of the Financial Services 
Commission after satisfying strict 
conditions of due diligence on the 
benefi cial owner, his business plan 
and the source of funds. Compa-
nies incorporated in Mauritius 
therefore have to satisfy regulatory 
conditions and are not shell com-
panies waiting to be picked up.  

Secondly, a foreigner cannot 
set up a Global Business Company 
directly by himself or through the 
internet in anonymity as in UK, 
Singapore or the US. He is requi-
red by law to go through a licensed 
professional fi rm to pass all the 
regulatory scrutiny tests before he 

is allowed to own a company. The 
company incorporation service 
provider in Mauritius is not a street 
corner hawker or streetwalker as is 
allowed in Switzerland, Dubai and 
the US, but a fi rm of lawyers or 
accountants which is duly licensed, 
regulated and constantly moni-
tored and inspected by the Finan-
cial Services Commission (FSC). 

Thirdly, the licensed professio-
nal fi rms are grouped in an Asso-
ciation of Trust and Management 
Companies (ATMC), which I had 
the privilege to serve as President 
and that binds all practitioners in a 
Code of Conduct that ensures that 
they maintain the highest standard 
of ethics and help consolidating 
the reputation and integrity of our 
jurisdiction.

Fourthly, the FSC is bound by 
high international standards and 
best practices enunciated by inter-
national bodies such as the OECD 
and the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF). It continuously 
updates its Rules and Regulations 
governing the sound conduct of fi -
nancial services, reviews  its Codes 
and Guidelines on compliance and 
stress test requirements, and puts 
in place all the possible safeguards 
to prevent any misuse of the fi -
nancial regulations and the DTA, 
ensuring that the appropriate laws 
be enacted and the international 
protocols and agreements be sig-
ned for exchange of information 
and judicial assistance.

 Fifthly, and more specifi cally, 
the Income Tax Act has been 
amended to set out the conditions 
for a company to obtain tax resi-
dency status and any benefi t from 
the DTA, namely inter alia that the 
company should 

have at least 2 directors, re-
sident in Mauritius, of suffi cient 
calibre to exercise independence 
of mind and judgement;

maintain at all times its princi-
pal bank account in Mauritius;

keep and maintain, at all times, 
its accounting records at its registe-
red offi ce in Mauritius;

prepare or propose to prepare 
its statutory fi nancial statements 
and causes or proposes to have 
such fi nancial statements to be au-
dited in Mauritius;

provide for meetings of direc-
tors to include as least 2 directors 
from Mauritius. 

It is amply clear, save for those 
who are bent to cause prejudice to 
our jurisdiction, that a legal entity 
in Mauritius should be licensed by 

the regulatory authority, the FSC, 
be under close administration by a 
professional fi rm and also under 
strict surveillance of the professio-
nal association, the FSC, the Regis-
trar of Companies, the Financial 
Intelligence Unit, the Revenue Au-
thority and the Central Bank. The 
accusation of being a shell com-
pany baffl es even the imagination.

Mauritius has done everything 
it can to block any manoeuvres of 
round tripping. It has gone so far as 
to require from any foreign inves-
tor using a Mauritius entity an of-
fi cial confi rmation from the Indian 
authorities that any source of funds 
coming from India is certifi ed to be 
approved funds from India. Ope-
rators of the fi nancial services in-
dustry in Mauritius have to follow 
prescribed procedures to ascertain 
that funds which are being inves-
ted into India do not originate from 
India.  Indeed, the FSC has even 
introduced licensing conditions to 
specifi cally prevent reinvestment of 
Indian-sourced funds into India. 
As stated in Parliament recently, 
“the Mauritian authorities have 
repeatedly assured Indian autho-
rities that the FSC will investigate 
any breach of the above licensing 
conditions, should they report any 

case of round-tripping. However, 
no such report has been received.”

Mauritius has adopted all the 
“state of the art” laws to combat 
money-laundering and to assist in 
fi nancial intelligence, and has also 
set up the institutional framework 
to enforce the laws and cooperate 
with international enforcement 
agencies. For this purpose, each 
licensed fi nancial service provider 
is required by law to have a Mo-
ney Laundering Reporting Offi cer 
( MLRO) and a deputy MLRO. 

Mauritius has enacted The 
Mutual Assistance in Criminal 
and Related Matters Act to facili-
tate requests for judicial assistance 
and has last month reinforced le-
gislation through the introduction 
of The Asset Recovery Act to pres-
cribe the procedures for the State 
to recover assets which are pro-
ceeds or instrumentalities of mo-
ney laundering and other crimes. 

Mauritius has recently signed 
updated and  new Exchange of 
Information Agreements with a 
number of countries like Austra-
lia, based upon revised OECD 
codes and was subjected to two 
peer reviews from the OECD 
last year concerning its regulatory 
framework and effectiveness in 
exchanging tax information, with 
a positive note. Mauriitus is mem-
ber of the Eastern and Southern 
Africa Anti-Money Laundering 
Group and  the FIU of Mauritius 
is a member of the Egmont Group. 
All these initiatives have  translated 
into the country being classifi ed on 
the OCED ‘White List’ last year, 
whilst a number of respectable ju-
risdictions, even OECD members, 
found themselves on the grey list. 
Mauritius has always been recogni-
zed as a clean and reputable juris-
diction by international norms and 
best-practice principles, except by 
the Indian press.

The criticisms on the India-
Mauritius DTA is made almost 
exclusively by the Indian press. 
Other countries also have similar 
advantages as Mauritius, but why 
do we not hear about them?

The structuring of a transac-
tion so as to be able to claim the 
benefi t of the DTA is not illegal.  
Such “treaty shopping” (acting 
through a legal entity created in 
a state essentially to obtain treaty 
benefi ts that would not be avai-
lable directly to such person) is 
often frowned upon as being a mi-
suse of treaties. Such tax planning 
through legitimate international tax 

treaty shopping has been a subject 
of intense controversy in the inter-
national tax.

In the case of E*Trade Mau-
ritius, it was held that there was no 
legal taboo against ‘treaty shop-
ping’. It was also held that a resi-
dent in a third country may avail of 
the benefi ts of the India-Mauritius 
treaty by setting up a subsidiary in 
Mauritius and carry on the activi-
ties through the subsidiary as long 
as it qualifi es as a tax resident in 
Mauritius.

In fact, India, has signed similar 
double taxation agreements with 
other countries which contain si-
milar provisions and benefi ts to our 
DTA. However, it almost appears 
that Mauritius is being targeted 
because of its success in attracting 
investment fl ows into India. It is 
indeed the object of envy from 
many quarters, e.g. competing 
jurisdictions, political interests, the 
press.  This image of Mauritius 
as a tax haven is based on misun-
derstanding of the realities and 
on perceptions only. In fact DTA 
is a win-win affair, and has been 
mutually benefi cial to both India 
and Mauritius.

Why is it that it is only Mauri-
tius that is accused of round trip-
ping? 

There has until now been no 
proof and evidence of any case of 
round tripping via Mauritius in 
spite of all the facilities granted for 
investigations. 

Mauritius is making all efforts 
to come up to the level of a ma-
ture and reputable regional hub 
of substance.  It is hoped that the 
press in India and sometimes even 
in Mauritius would also make an 
effort to put away all their preju-
dices and perceptions and avoid 
making unfounded accusations 
or even malicious innuendoes 
that even a Senior Minister in 
Mauritius has been trapped by 
mouthing out from Indian press 
cuttings and insinuating that 
Mauritian offshore companies 
are implicated in what he calls 
“the most historical scandal of 
India” (the 2G telecommunica-
tion affair), thereby putting his 
own Minister of Finance at fault 
in his quest to maintain the DTA 
in his discussion with the Indian 
authorities.  A little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing and an ignorant 
innuendo can cause irreparable 
damage to a fi nancial services 
sector that is emerging as the 
strongest pillar of the economy.

The Mauritius-India  double tax treaty double tax treaty 

By K.C.  LI KWONG WING, MP

 Perception & reality
“The criticism 
on the India-

Mauritius DTA 
is made almost 
exclusively by 

the Indian press. 
Other countries 
also have similar 

advantages 
as Mauritius, 

but why do we 
not hear about 

them?”
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The People’s 
Disenchantment

“IP rights can damage markets 
in Mauritius when parallel trade in 
legitimate goods is not permitted. 
The Competition Commission 
of Mauritius supports allowing 
parallel trade in branded goods. In 
particular, we support the import 
and sale of trademarked goods sold 
at lower prices in other countries, 
without restriction by IP rights-
holders. For a number of products, 
the result would be lower prices for 
consumers in Mauritius.” These 
are the general comments of the 
Competition Commission over 
the recent decision of the Phar-
macy Board to refuse an import 
permit to a parallel importer of 
trade-marked medicines.

The matter under examination 
concerns a recent decision of the 
Pharmacy Board. Parallel importers 

in the medicines sector are known 
to have, during the past years, im-
ported trade-marked medicines 
such as Gaviscon, an antacid, and 
to sell these at lower prices than the 
so-called sole representatives of the 
manufacturer. As an example, Ga-
viscon sold in 300ml bottles by the 
offi cial representative costs Rs 214, 
while the same medicine in 250ml 
sold by a parallel importer costs Rs 
82. You don’t need to calculate the 
per-litre price to see that the parallel 
import is much cheaper.

Yet, according to our sources, 
the Pharmacy Board, whose mem-
bers can be judge and party at the 
same time, has decided to rely on 
the Intellectual Property Rights Act 
to support its controversial decision. 
It needs to be recalled that, since the 
implementation of the Fair Trading 

Act, there is no such thing as sole 
representative, unless the manufac-
turer decides to deal exclusively with 
its appointed agent. In the medicine 
sector, as in the case of many other 
goods, trade-marked items can 
be available at much lower prices 
through large conglomerates pur-
chasing in bulk. They, in turn, sell 
the same trade-marked goods at 
lower prices. This is how parallel 
importers have been able to offer for 
sale trade-marked medicines chea-
per, alongside generic medicines 
also known to be cheap.

Monopoly situation
We aver that the Pharmacy 

Board has erred in relying its de-
cision on the presence of such me-
dicines as Gaviscon and Lemsip 

on the IPR list of the Mauritius 
Revenue Authority. According to 
informed sources, the presence of 
goods on this list does not imply 
that the patent holder can be the 
exclusive importer. This would be 
in contradiction with the Fair Tra-
ding Act. According to an MRA 
source, the import of patented 
goods by importers other than the 
patent holder only enables the latter 
to check whether these goods are 
fake or not. If they are found to be 
authentic, the customs would have 
no other choice than to allow deli-
very of the goods. 

The Pharmacy Board’s deci-
sion has to be queried. It is feared 
that it  may be related to the recent 
manœuvres of the major medicine 
companies to use the Intellectual 
Property Rights to pressure the 

Kenyan Government to ban 
cheap medicines from India. Ta-
king into account that medicines 
manufactures tend to decide the 
selling price of a medicine accor-
ding to the GDP of the country, 
according to a recent studies by 
Health Action International (HAI 
Africa), the decision of the local 
authority would lead to the exploi-
tation of patients through exclu-
sive dealing, and in the long run, 
the abuse of a monopoly situation 
in the medicines market.

The stand of the Competi-
tion Commission as enunciated 
above is hence pertinent and 
needs to be supported.

Mosadeq SAHEBDIN, 

Consumer activist.
Member HAI Africa.

I have read with much atten-
tion “A disgruntled Hindu” article 
in l’Express Weekly of 22 April 
2011. The article is highly com-
mendable and should be an eye 
opener to all devout Hindus, who 
proceed to Grand Bassin for Maha 
Sivharatree or other occasions and 
to the so called Hindu socio cultu-
ral organisations. At least there are 
people in this country who are not 
cowed to call ‘a spade a spade’ by 
publicly voicing out their opinion – 
not to say disgust about a situation. 

Ganga Talao was formerly cal-
led as “Pari Talao” (Lake of the Fai-
ries) until an ‘enlightened’ politician 
and his retinue of lackeys from so-
cio-cultural organizations, thought 
it fi t to travel to the Ganges, carry 
along water from there and pour 
it into the Pari Talao.  Hence, the 
name of Ganga Talao (Lake of the 
Ganges). The aim was to sanctify 
the place, which in itself, was a lau-
dable initiative. What do we hear 
now? Lo and behold! The ‘enligh-
tened’ President of a socio cultural 
organization recently announced 
on the national television that he 
intends to proceed on pilgrimage 
to Maan Sarovar – a sacred lake in 
the Himalayas – bring along water 
from there and add it to Ganga 
Talao, thereby once again rena-
ming the sacred lake as “Ganga 
Sarovar”, Sarovar meaning lake 
in Sanskrit. Will this entire gim-
mick preserve the sanctity of a 
lake already considered sacred by 
hundreds of thousands of Hindus 
in this country? Will this change 
of name enable religious Hindus 
peacefully perform their sacred 
rites, without being interrupted by 
hordes of paparazzi-like tourists? I 
strongly doubt so.

It is a well known fact, how 
various Hindu socio cultural or-

ganizations compete for the distri-
bution of food and refreshments 
during the Maha Shivaratree at 
Ganga Talao. Cronies of one par-
ticular organization are renowned 
for muscular intervention, when 
they believe that a particular deity 
has been desecrated. Some years 
back, they barged into an art ex-
hibition at the MGI, verbally as-
saulted the artist and snatched 
away a painting, in the belief that 
it depicted a deity in an obscene 
manner. What is this socio-cultural 
organization doing to prevent the 
desecration of a deity at the sacred 
lake, when to quote ‘A disgruntled 
Hindu’, “a scantily clad woman, 
wearing a strapless top and a pair 
of micro shorts, imitating the pos-
ture of one of the Goddesses near 
the lake”? I believe that she assu-
med that posture so as to be pho-
tographed by her companions or 
perhaps, as it has almost become 
the norm in this image-obsessed 
world, post it on some famous so-
cial network to look ‘cool’. If such 
attitudes are not profanation, what 
is it then? How can such attitudes 
be tolerated by offi ciating priests, 
whose sole responsibilities are to 
attend to praying devotees? It is 
to be wondered whether the lure 
of some dollars, euros, pounds or 
even  rupees is what makes them all 
the more keen to be photographed 
with scantily clad tourists.  

Until and unless this despicable 
situation is not remedied by “Task 
Forces”, “Pandits” and genuine 
Hindu socio cultural organizations, 
there will be much more disgrunt-
led and alienated Hindus, who 
will lose all faith in the sanctity of 
Ganga Talao. 

Kishore SEEGOBIN

A non-devout Hindu  

THE pre-1stMay moves of 
the various political parties to 
galvanize their supporters seem 
to have been all but tepid. To 
quite a number of people, there 
is a growing disillusionment 
with politics. “Plus ça change, 
plus c’est la meme chose”, some 
would argue. All the same, their 
1st of May meetings, for all we 
know, will not be thinly attended.

Harish Boodhoo’s vain at-
tempts to make the people more 
conscious of what is going on 
around them is indicative of this 
disenchantment. Given our social 
context, communal and ethnic 
considerations also account for 
this state of affairs. There is no-
thing which bedevils our society 

as much as communalism, as it is 
commonly called here.

To a sizable chunk of the 
population, stuck in the poverty 
trap, grappling with soaring 
household bills, politics is far 
from their concerns. They will 
tell you what the politicians say 
are mere splenetic outpourings.

Neither is our politicscape an 
attractive one actually. Rumblings 
between the Labour Party and 
the MSM may not have escalated 
into a quake, but an undercurrent 
of tension can be detected. The 
Medpoint Affair has been an 
apple of discord. According to 
some evolutionary psychologists, 
the trouble with marriage is not 
immorality but life expectancy; 

the same applies to politics.
The adage, if you cannot beat 

them, join them, seems to have 
attracted the MMM party. Of 
late, there have been indications 
towards this end. Time is preci-
sely what may become an impor-
tant element in this attitude.

When politics makes no diffe-
rence to the individual’s lot, there 
is growing disappointment and 
discontent. People expect from 
politicians high integrity and a 
sense of service. It has been said 
that the ultimate cynicism that 
can affl ict a society is undoubte-
dly the acceptance of corruption 
as a way of life.

Ahmad BABOO

“Ganga Talao Demystified

Competition issues in the medicines market
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MARCH 1700.

The “Treasure Seeker” 
arrived at the island of Mau-
ritius. The captain, Jon Taylor, 
got out his telescope and loo-
ked around.

“Right, me hearties, let’s 
see if there is any treasure ‘ere.”

“Yes cap’n,.” replied fi rst 
mate Nathan Thomason.

Some more pirates leapt 
out of Treasure Seeker and 
began digging around on the 
beach. Jason Wrathright (the 
sword polisher) found a woo-
den pot under a palm tree. It 
was quickly found to be fal-
ling apart, and was no use, so 
it was thrown away.

“Jason, Nathan, come 
with me, we must search the 
jungle.” Taylor ordered, “The 
rest of ye, stay here.”

“YES CAP’N!” the pirates 
chanted.

Jason and Nathan followed 
their captain into the jungle, 
and began poking around.

A few minutes later, they 
heard a rustling in some lea-
ves. Suddenly, a large, feathe-
red creature ran out from 

behind a tree into some bushes.
“What in the seven seas was 

that?” cried Jon Taylor.
“I dunno captain, but I 

didn’t like the look of it,.” replied 
Nathan.

“Yeah, I didn’t either,.” 
added Jason.

“Lets be careful now, or that 
bird may come back.” Taylor 
said, cautiously.

They cut through the bushes 
the feathered creature ran into, 
only to see it again, jumping 
around happily, then sniffi ng a 
fl ower. It looked so cute, gentle 
and friendly, but when it saw the 
pirates, it hid under another tree.

“Cap’n, I don’t think we 
should be scared of the bird, 
I think we should be friends 
with the scared thing instead.” 
Nathan recommended, poin-
ting at the poor bird.

“I agree.” Jon Taylor said, 
before turning to the bird, 
“We’re sorry that we frighte-
ned you. We are not hunters, if 
that’s what you think we are. 
Well, we are treasure hunters, 
but I don’t think that matters 
to you, does it?’

The bird suddenly looked 
very happy, and climbed out 
of hiding.

“No, that doesn’t matter, 
but there is something else 
that does, very badly…”

The pirates gasped.
“Y-you can talk?” Taylor 

stammered.
“Oh yes. We don’t often 

speak, but to non-hunters like 
you, us Dodos are happy to 
say that you humans are not 
the only intelligent speaking 
creatures on earth.”

“Ah. So you did think that 
we were hunters.” Jason realised.

“Yes. The thing is that, 
well, I’ll tell you when I show 
you my tribe. It’s got it’s own 
culture and everything!” said 
the Dodo.

“Well, this a great oppor-
tunity, to see a bird tribe. But 
you don’t mind about us get-
ting treasure, do you?” asked 
Jon Taylor.

“Nah, it doesn’t mat-
ter, treasure is just little gold 
things that pop out of the 
ground, which is no use to us 
Dodos. Take what you like. 
Now, to my tribe!”

(To be continued)

Fiction
Dodos : The Message 
that Never Got Through

Alan Grihault, British by 
birth, has lived for 10 years 
in Mauritius. A teacher with 
a passionate interest in chil-
dren and their ways of lear-
ning, he has worked with 
the Mauritius College of the 
Air and the British Council. 
More recently, his fascination 
with local history has led him 
to write books for children on 
themes such as pirates, bu-
ried treasure and…the dodo, 
his special interest. Three of 
his titles are “Dodo: the bird 
behind the legend”, “Solitaire: 
the Dodo of Rodrigues Is-
land” and “Pirates and Trea-
sures on Dodo Island”. These 
books,illustrated by Deborah 
Dove, found their way to Sid-
ney Woolf Hoyle, a nine-year 
old boy living in London, 
who was inspired by them to 
write his own pirate story. We 
are publishing the fi rst part of 
it today.

The Opposition 
and the ‘Left’

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

The philosopher Slavoj Zizek raised an interesting 
point about failed movements; we can, with hind-
sight, colour them any way we wish and exagge-
rate their potential. The argument goes something 

like this: ‘Things would be so different if they were allowed 
to succeed’. This, of course, without any real analysis of 
what they actually stood for. Examples of such a sentimen-
tal view of history abound; Czechoslovakia’s Prague spring 
in 1968, never mind the fact that what they stood for were 
largely the same things implemented by post-soviet Eas-
tern Europe that transformed these states from becoming 
soviet satellites into NATO and EU satellites. Tiananmen 
Square, never mind the fact that it was dominated largely 
by a neo-liberal discourse and policy proposals that were 
not all that different from what the Communist Party of 
China ended up doing anyway. Or take the silly illusions 
about the ‘sixties generation’ and ‘New Left’ in Europe, well, 
that same generation now rules the roost, so to speak, and 
it’s not all that progressive after all. This same disease af-
fects Mauritian political discourse as well. This May Day 
will be full of wistful reminiscences about the glory days of 
the ‘radical seventies’. This form of intellectual escapism 
is carried out for a purpose of course. By generously swil-
ling images of a past radicalism and its slogans, by feeding 
people pipe dreams of imminent change and the possi-
bility of resurrecting revolutionism, the continued hege-
mony of mainstream political parties, with interests and 
ideologies detrimental to the working class, over organized 
labour, is justifi ed. 

Here I am not referring to the Labour Party. After all, 
statements from the Prime minister equating the number 
of Lamborghinis, Rolls Royce and Jaguar automobiles with 
development is not just a mere slip of the tongue or being 
caught with one’s foot in one mouth, but betrays an irre-
deemably elitist defi nition of progress. I am referring to the 
MMM. The question that must be asked is what does the la-
bour movement gain from its continued affi liation?   After all, 
any association is judged from what one gets out of it. In this 
instance, the Unions seem to have been dealt a poor hand. 
One need not remember how during the eighties, the IMF 
and American economists suddenly discovered the liberal 
kernel beneath the populist husk in the MMM’s economic 
doctrine, nor how successive MMM governments did not see 
the abolition of anti-union laws. The fruit of their last tenure 
(from 2000 to 2005) would suffi ce. According to the CSO’s 
Household Budget Survey 2006/07, income inequality in-
creased with the share of total wealth going to the bottom 
20% of households decreasing from 6.4% in 2001/02 to 6.1% 
in 2006/07, and that accruing to the upper 20% increasing 
from 44% to 45.7% respectively. Over the same period the 
number of relatively poor households increased from 23,700 
to 26,900, and the individuals classifi ed as poor rose from 
93,200 to 106,100, over the same period.  

The question to ask is why organized labour acts against 
its own class interests by refusing to take independent poli-
tical positions. The answer is invariably the same; because of 
memories of a long-forgotten radicalism. Until trade unions 
and organized labour realize that May 1st is not merely about 
economism and a defensive battle against predatory capita-
list doctrine, but rather is more about fi rmly placing the wor-
king class in an independent political position, away from the 
patronizing umbrella of mainstream parties, we will continue 
puffi ng away on old, hazy memories, and suffer for it. 

By Sidney Woolf Hoyle

Sidney with the dodo in the Horniman Museum, London.



While NATO is stepping up 
attacks on Libya, despite protests 
from the African Union, Europe 
is trying to solve by extreme ways 
its immigration issues – a direct 
consequence of the political insta-
bility in North Africa. This week, 
Berlusconi, currently under fi re 
for sex scandals in his country, and 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
kicking off his 2012 political cam-
paign while losing more and more 
popular support, joined together to 
call for changes in the Schengen Vi-
sa Agreement – which enables free 
passage across national borders in 
most of Western Europe. 

The debate over the meaning 
of free movement of persons in 
Europe began in the 1980s. While 
some Member States of the Euro-
pean Union  (EU) pushed for it to 
apply to EU citizens only, others 
argued in favour of free movement 
for everyone. Since no agreement 
could be reached, France, Ger-
many, Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands decided in 1985 
to create a territory without internal 
borders: the “Schengen area”, after 
the town in Luxembourg where the 
fi rst agreements were signed. And 
following the signing of the Treaty 
of Amsterdam, this piece of inter-
governmental cooperation was in-
corporated into the EU framework 
on 1 May 1999. 

Today, the Franco-Italian 
move is the biggest threat yet to the 
Schengen regime. But even though 
Berlusconi and Sarkozy are facing 
mounting political pressure, it is 
unlikely that the EU will revise the 
agreement, unless the two leaders 
manage to convince their coun-
terparts to buy into these politics 
of entrenchment – which many 
economists agree is not viable eco-
nomically. 

Other analysts in Europe 
point out that the joint letter from 
Sarkozy-Berlusconi appeared to 
be aimed more at reducing poli-
tical tensions between and within 
the two countries. The move is a 
political response to the migra-
tion crisis, as well as for Italy and 
France’s domestic politics, where 
anti-immigration parties have 
strong infl uence.  Le Pen of the 
French National Front is probably 
the commonest face. 

With Sarkozy by his side, Ber-
lusconi tried to justify his intent by 
stating: “Neither of us wants to 
deny Schengen, but in exceptio-
nal circumstances, we think there 
should be variations to the Schen-
gen treaty.”  Sarkozy added: “We 
want Schengen to work, and to 

make sure that it works, it has to be 
reformed.” 

In their letter to the European 
Commission, Sarkozy and Berlus-
coni would like to see the organi-
zation “examine the possibility of 
temporarily establishing internal 
border controls in the case of ex-
ceptional diffi culties in handling 
common external borders, on the 
basis of conditions to be defi ned in 
the future.” France and Italy also 
push for a broader role for EU’s 
border agency, “to allow it to re-
patriate illegal immigrants, and to 
redefi ne Europe’s regulations for 
immigrants from third countries.” 

According to existing regu-
lations, the European country 
where immigrants fi rst arrive 
is responsible for determining 
their status. And in the light of 
the events in North Africa and 
the Middle East, Sarkozy and 
Berlusconi called for “a common 
European Union policy for those 
seeking political asylum.” 

Due to its historic ties with 
Libya, Italy was so far reluctant to 
participate in NATO operations 
in its former colony. Berlusconi 
was taking fl ak from Sarkozy on 
this issue.  Ultimately, Berlusconi 
yielded to French and British 
pressure to carry out bombing 
missions. But the decision was not 
an easy one, admitted Berlusconi 
who is known to have very strong 
ties with Mouamar Gadafi . 

Italy also infuriated France by 
issuing some Tunisians  with travel 
documents allowing them to leave 
Italy for France, which has tried to 
block them at its borders with Italy. 
The Franco-Italian move came 
after weeks of bad-tempered ex-

changes between Paris and Rome.
According to the French 

newspaper “Liberation”, “Free 
movement within the Union is on 
a different level from the euro or 
the Erasmus university exchange 
program: it is a revolution that has 
profoundly transformed the lives 
of tens of millions of people, who 
can now come and go without 
passport or visa. It is proof that Eu-
rope, which is sometimes a mons-
ter of bureaucratic abstraction, also 
knows how to substantially increase 
freedoms and transform the Uto-
pian ideals of yesteryear into new 
rights for citizens of the member 
states. That is the signifi cance of 
the Schengen area: and it is that 
progress, which is both historical 
and democratic, that is sticking 
in the throats of the nationalists 
and opportunistic politicians of all 
stripes who dream of recovering, at 
the earliest opportunity, the old at-
tributes of sovereign nation states.” 

Because of their national poli-
tical situations, both Sarkozy and 
Berlusconi are trying to get closer 

to the far right by trying to set the 
agenda of the continent, building 
on the temptation to retrench. Il-
legal immigration is a real problem 
for Europeans nowadays. Many 
believe that the arrival of illegal mi-
grants penalises the societies that 
have to absorb them. The Italian 
press underlines the fact that “this 
far right, embodied in France by 
the National Front, whose popula-
rity threatens Sarkozy’s reelection in 
2012, and in Italy by the Northern 
League, a key member in Berlus-
coni’s majority government, has 
haunted the Rome summit.”:

Politicians that value freedom 
and openness generally view the 
Sarkozy-Berlusconi’s request to 
change the Schengen treaty as a 
backward-looking vision of Eu-
rope. Many view the integration of 
Europe with all its problems at least 
as a step “towards a different kind 
of future. It opened up the possi-
bility that a different conception of 
Europe might emerge,one  built on 
its rich history of being a permeable 
space, open to connections, realign-
ments and, ultimately, the potential 
to develop a new vision of its place 
in the world. Is Europe to be eter-
nally hostage to its past? Or is ano-
ther kind of Europe possible? 

Les Black in the Guardian 
rightly sums up the upcoming 
European debate in that “in a 
globalised culture, the people of 
Tunisia, Iraq and Libya will sim-
ply not stay put regardless of the 
pronouncements of Europe’s po-
litical leaders. If you bomb people, 
for example, they will run and 
seek refuge elsewhere – it really is 
as simple as that.” Easier said than 
done though...
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SSchengen area chengen area 

EEurope: closing time has come...urope: closing time has come...  

Behind the joint 
move of French 
President Nico-
las Sarkozy and 
Italian Prime 
minister Silvio 
Berlusconi to 
call this week for 
the review of the 
1985 Schengen 
agreement lies 
not the threat of 
terrorism, but a 
well-calculated 
political strategy 
at their domestic 
level. Small po-
litics as opposed 
to the openness 
that Europe tends 
to preach abroad 
as more than one 
could put it. 

“Europe, which 
is sometimes 
a monster of 
bureaucratic 

abstraction, also 
knows how to 
substantially 

increase 
freedoms”

Sarkozy and Berlusconi - in league against free passage between the Schengen countries of Europe.
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Like Diana, Like Diana, KKate will drop ‘obey’ate will drop ‘obey’
SYDNEY: It’s offi cial. Prince William’s fi ancee 

Kate Middleton will reportedly follow in late Princess 
Diana’’s footsteps by omitting the word «obey» from 
her wedding vows. 

She will instead promise to «love, comfort, honour 
and keep» Prince William, London’s Daily Mirror re-
ported. 

Diana pledged herself to Prince Charles in a si-
milar way during their wedding ceremony in 1981. 
The revelation comes as the future king, 28, and his 
bride-to-be fi nalise their preparations for the much-
anticipated event, which is just one week away, reports 
the Sydney Morning Herald. 

In preparation for the wedding on April 29, 
William has returned to London from the Royal Air 
Force base in Anglesey , Wales, where he is a search-
and-rescue pilot. 

The couple will spend some of thew time in re-
hearsals at Westminster Abbey, where the wedding, 
to be attended by 1 800 invited guests, is scheduled 
to take place. Some 8 000 journalists are expected to 
descend on London for the event, estimated to be fol-
lowed by 2 billion viewers worldwide.

©Times Of India

The popular Indian spiritual leader, 
Sai Baba, who died this week.

From questions about his miracles 
to allegations of sexual molestation, 
Sathya Sai Baba has had his share 
of charges against him 
● 1968 | His manifestation of 
holy ash, food and other objects 
were attributed to tricks 
● 1986 | Sceptic Basava Prema-
nand sued Sathya Sai Baba for 
violations of the Gold Control Act 
because the guru materialized gold 
objects from thin air! 
● 1993 | Magician P C Sorcar 
Jr encountered Sai Baba with a 
materialization trick 
● 1993 | Murder attempt on Sai 
Baba, in which his driver and cook 
died. Four disciples-turned-assai-
lants shot dead by police 
● 1995 | A TV documentary, 
Guru Busters, by filmmaker Ro-
bert Eagle for UK’s Channel 4 
accused the Guru of faking his 
materializations 
● 1998 | British journalist Mick 
Brown said in his book that Sathya 
Sai Baba’s claim of «resurrecting» 
American devotee Walter Cowan 
in 1971 was probably untrue 
● 2000 | Jeff Young, a former 
devotee, made startling sexual 
abuse charges 
● 2001 | A Swedish therapist 
made allegations of abuse against 
the Guru. Sai organization in 
Sweden and a Sai-affiliated school 
were shut down 
● 2004 | A BBC documentary, 
The Secret Swami, talked of sexual 
abuse at the Puttaparthi ashram. 
Mark Roche, a former devotee, 
made shocking allegations 
● 2006 | An article in the Guar-
dian accused him of paedophilia. 
A Denmark TV documentary car-
ried interviews of abuse allegations.

No godmen could match Sathya No godmen could match Sathya 
Sai Baba’s name and fameSai Baba’s name and fame

PUTTAPARTHI: From 
ordinary believers to the Presi-
dent of India, his clout spread 
far and wide but controversy 
also followed Puttaparthi Satya 
Sai Baba all along. India had, 
and has, several godmen but 
none could match his name 
and fame. In fact, Sathya Sai 
Baba’s infl uence had no bar-
riers as his millions of fol-
lowers spanned the globe. 

Top-ranking politicians 
including prime ministers, 
Union ministers, governors, 
chief ministers, fi lmstars, 
sportspersons, industrialists 
and virtually the ‘who’s who’ 
of the country rank among 
the high-profi le devotees of 
the Baba. 

Born into an ordinary fa-
mily as Satyanarayana Raju in 
the sleepy Puttaparthi village 
in the dry Anantapur district 
of Andhra Pradesh, on No-
vember 23, 1926, he was to 
later become Sathya Sai Baba, 
the reincarnation of the saintly 
Sai Baba of Shirdi. 

Now, Puttaparthi - which 
metamorphosed into a self-
contained city - fi nds itself on 
the international map, thanks 
to the large number of the Ba-
ba’s foreign devotees who visit 
Prasanthi Nilayam day in and 
day out. It boasts of an exclu-
sive airport where chartered 
fl ights, carrying Baba’s devo-
tees from different parts of the 
globe, land. 

As a child, Satyanarayana 
Raju was described as «unu-
sually intelligent» and cha-
ritable. His talents were in 
drama, music, dance and wri-
ting, and he was an avid com-
poser of poems and plays. He 
was also known as a singer, 
having released several CDs 

of bhajans. 
It was on October 20, 1940 

at the age of 14 that Satyana-
rayana Raju declared himself 
as the reincarnation of Sai 
Baba of Shirdi. 

Sathya Sai Baba invariably 
referred to Shirdi Sai Baba as 
«my previous body» whenever 
he spoke about him. 

Sathya Sai Baba became 
famous for his magic tricks 
by producing objects from 
thin air. But he was reviled 
by critics and rationalists who 
campaigned against him with 
magic shows. Frequently, re-
ports alleging scandals in his 
ashram appeared. Questions 
were also raised over sexual 
preferences but they were 
dismissed by him and his fol-
lowers as vilifi cation by his 
detractors or those who had 
fallen out with him. 

On June 6, 1993, an at-
tempt was allegedly made on 
his life by his close aides. Six 
inmates of Prasanthi Nilayam 
were killed right inside the 
Baba’s bedroom. All of them 
were part of the «inner circle» 
of Baba. His personal assistant 
Radha Krishna Menon was 
among those killed in the in-
cident. 

Facts of the case still re-
main a mystery.

Times of India

Flinging mud 

This Royal Wedding is a truly historic occasion 
for the UK. It will fi rst and foremost be a mo-
ment of great joy for the newlyweds and their 
families but it will also mark the start of a tre-
mendously exciting period for the UK, when the 
world will be watching - and celebrating with us. 

2012 will be the Diamond Jubilee Year: the 60th 
anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 
accession to the throne. In July, London will host 
the 2012 Olympic and Para Olympic Games. 
During this time, we’re confi dent that Britain 
will show not only why it is one of the most ex-

citing places to live, visit and work in the world 
– but also why it is such an open, connected, dy-
namic and creative country, that successfully 
combines history and tradition with modernity 
and innovation.  
Nick Leake, British High Commissioner

The British High Commissioner to Mauritius shares his views with us



The food court of Phoenix Les 
Halles was probably not the ideal 
place to hold the fi rst Science Café 
session by the Chemistry Society.  
The noisy surrounding rendered 
interaction with the fi fty people 
gathered diffi cult.  Nevertheless, 
students, parents and professio-
nals all appreciated the afternoon, 
sharing their points of view on a 
common subject: the importance 
of science in our daily lives. 

At a time when the country’s 
leaders are juggling with the CT 
power project and announcing 
a new power plant 100% coal-
based, it was refreshing to see a 
bunch of youngsters and lecturers 
from the University of Mauritius 
(UOM) together with scientists 
refl ecting on the need to adopt 
solar energy as the new power-
generating mechanism.  Popular 
in the US and the UK, the science 
café as a discussion forum seeks 
to raise awareness in the commu-
nity on subjects related to science. 
“The ultimate objective of the 
Science Café,” in the opinion of 
Prof Dhanjay Jhurry, professor of 
chemistry at the UOM and pre-
sident of the Chemistry Society 
“is to highlight the importance of 
chemistry in our everyday life.”  
This is particularly important, 
when only 25% of the school po-
pulation opt for science subjects 
at the higher secondary level, as 
pointed out by Dr Arjoon Sudd-

hoo, Executive Director of the 
Mauritius Research Council.

The session also served to take 
the pulse rate of public opinion.  
Responding to the oral presenta-
tion delivered by the guest spea-
kers, Prof. Barry Bruce, from the 
University of Tennessee, USA and 
Prof. Byung-wook Jo from the Cho-
sun University, South Korea, mem-
bers of the audience asked questions 
about the viability of green energy 
and requested feedback on the etha-
nol project, to which Osman Mo-
hamed, Chairperson of the MID 
project responded, “The ethanol 
project is feasible but will have to 
be made mandatory by the govern-
ment for it to work.  It is simulta-
neously a commercial decision.”  

For Anisha Veeren, fi rst-year docto-
rate student in Polymer Chemistry, 
regular Science Café sessions “will 
empower non-scientists to unders-
tand and assess scientifi c issues, par-
ticularly the policies announced by 
the state.”

Coinciding with the Inter-
national Year of Chemistry, the 
launching of the Science Café su-
rely made a great fi rst impression.  
The only loophole was the noisy 
setting of the food court which im-
pinged on communication.  Ne-
vertheless, we wish to hear from 
the Chemistry Society soon for 
another discussion forum in an 
informal and friendly atmosphere.

Majhegy MURDEN
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An exhibition on the life and 
pontifi cate of Pope John Paul II 
is touring churches in Mauritius 
as part of the events celebrating 
his beatifi cation on Sunday 1st 
May. It will be on display at St 
Louis Cathedral in Port Louis on 
29th and 30th April. On Saturday 
30th, special prayers will be said 
in churches, while the public is 
invited to mass held at the Cathe-
dral that evening, regrouping the 
country’s dignitaries. Pope John 
Paul II is remembered for his vi-
sit to Mauritius in 1989, where 
crowds of people of all faiths 
fl ocked to catch a glimpse of him. 
The Church in Mauritius has 
also seized the occasion to launch 
a website and a Facebook page 
targeting young people, since the 
Pope was known for reaching out 
to the youth.

Six years after his death, Pope 
John Paul II is being beatifi ed, the 
third step towards sainthood. It 
has become a tradition to beatify 
outstanding Popes, although in the 

case of John Paul II, the process 
was sped up. Beatifi cation means 
a person can intercede on behalf of 
people who pray in his name, like 
our local Père Laval. What justifi es 
this honour? The occurrence of at 
least one miracle. The Vatican ruled 
the unexplained healing of a French 
nun, Sister Marie, suffering from 
Parkinson’s Disease- like Pope John 
Paul II himself- as a miracle. Sister 
Marie says she prayed for John Paul 
II to intercede on her behalf and 
was cured exactly two months after 
his death. The Vatican would have to 
confi rm a second miracle for him to 
be made a saint. 

Quite the globetrotter, John 
Paul II visited over 100 countries 
during his 26-year pontifi cate, 
so he was always in the media’s 
eye. His beatifi cation, at St Pe-
ter’s Square, Vatican City, will be 
broadcast by news channels the 
world over, while millions are ex-
pected at the ceremony. 

Melissa LOUIS

Science CaféScience Café
Knowledge for the laymanKnowledge for the layman

Remembering John Paul IIRemembering John Paul II

Prof. Barry Bruce, from the University of Tennessee, addressing the 
audience at Phoenix Les Halles.

This expression can be a 
source of confusion for the 
uninitiated. When you tell 
someone that they are “zoli 
garson” you’re not fl attering 
their physical attributes. 
Rather you’re saying that 
they’re in a favourable 
position, or, as a character 
in a Guy Richie fi lm would 
blurt out, preferably in a 
cockney accent, they’re 
“sorted!”. We are told by 
passably reliable sources 
that “zoli tifi ” can be used 
when referring to the 
opposite sex. 

zoli garson – 
sorted 


