
To probe 
or not to probe

I S S U E S ]

Insert N° 3• Friday 20 May 2011 

Employment : Not just jobs, green jobs  > pp. 34-35

> pp.36 - 37

Editorial ]

The statistics tell an alarming story. According to the latest 
report released by the Central Statistics Offi ce, 13% of wo-
men are unemployed, unemployable or are unable to free 
themselves to take up employment. One need not be a great 

sociologist to understand why the fi gure is so much higher than that for 
men, which stands at 4.6%.

There is a truth which no longer needs to be repeated: at school, 
where girls and boys are given a similar chance to achieve their potential, 
the superiority of girls over boys is glaringly obvious. If we take just last 
year as an example, the girls’ pass rate in the School Certifi cate (HC) is 
8% higher than that of boys and the narrative is no different for Higher 
School Certifi cate (HSC)! Besides, many observers have raised the issue 
that it is unfair that there are separate lists for ranking for boys and girls 
as, put on the same list, boys would slide down to the very bottom. 

What goes wrong then at a later stage in these girls’ lives? To begin 
with, our ambitions for women are not very high. If you want to know 
what most women have to aspire to, below is the complete list of the 25 
jobs they will be trained for as specifi ed in the Economic Restructuring 
and Competitiveness Programme: baby sitter, child care worker, baker/
pastry maker, barmaid, bookbinder, bus conductor, carer, cleaner, hou-
semaid, laundry attendant, cook, craftswoman, gardener, housekeeper/
housemaid, kitchen helper, knitter, midwife, nursery attendant, pattern 
maker/cutter, planter/farmer, printer/press operator, security guard, 
home based work ( textile), waitress. 

Besides, many women, shackled with children, fi nd themselves 
unable to work or, at best, forced to reduce their participation in the 
workforce and downscale their hopes of achievement for lack of proper 
child care facilities. Most parents in Mauritius rank their children’s well-
being as their top priority. It is a good thing for society and someone 
has to look after the future generation. Unfortunately, in the patriarchal 
society in which we live, and in the absence of adequate resources for 
childcare, preschool and after school programmes, this responsibility falls 
squarely on the shoulders of women while men are free to get on with 
their careers. As a result, women have limited bearing on meaningful 
decision- making in general and remain largely dependent on men for 
their survival. Is it any surprise then that the relationship between men 
and women is still one of oppression, or at least of relative dominance? Is 
it surprising that after one hundred years of struggle, the United Nations 
verdict is still that the majority of those living in abject poverty are women 
and that they are the segment of the population most likely to be abused, 
exploited and their rights as human beings disregarded? The violence 
against women is but an extension of their economic helplessness. 

The unemployment fi gures and the glaring disparity, therefore, 
come as no surprise to anyone. Nor do the fi gures for domestic 
violence. They are related and they will not improve for as long as 
workplaces are not forced, through legislation, to be fl exible enough 
in considering the needs of families where both parents work and to 
have work-based child care centres. 

13% unemployed is a tragedy and the prospects are bleak. Either 
they take karate lessons or they continue to work on those smiles which 
hide the pain and shame.

Waste 
of intellectual capital

Ronnie KUHN

“If I were the minister of 
education, I’d make boarding 
school almost compulsory” 

by Touria PRAYAG

> pp. 38 - 39
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KNOWLEDGE for em-
powerment is the aim of the new 
resource centre launched by Am-
nesty International Mauritius Sec-
tion (AIMS), in collaboration with 
the United Nations Democracy 
Fund, last Friday. The centre, cal-
led “Citoyens du Monde” (Citi-
zens of the world) will provide a 
space for people to exchange ideas 
about human rights issues and 
learn about their rights. 

The minister of labour, 
Shakeel Mohamed and the 
leader of the opposition, Paul 
Bérenger, both present for the 
launch, praised Amnesty Inter-
national for its hard work. Both 
also commented on the question 
of press freedom in Mauritius. 
“All governments have, at one 
time or another, had issues with 
the press,“ said Shakeel Moha-
med. “All the fundamental rights 
of the press come with responsi-
bilities,” he added. Meanwhile, 
Paul Bérenger said he hoped the 
issues related to press boycott 
would soon be left behind us, ad-
ding that “the country has made 
lots of progress since 1968, but 

there are still some fl aws in our 
democracy.” 

Shakeel Mohamed’s perspec-
tive on human rights also included 
“decent work for decent pay,” as 
freedom and human rights are 
about making sure that people 
are not trapped in bad working 

conditions, while Paul Bérenger 
highlighted the achievements of 
Amnesty International. These in-
cluded their role in the creation of 
the United Nations Commission 
for Human Rights and the setting 
up of the International Criminal 
Court, as well as being the reci-

pient of the No-
bel Peace Prize in 
1977. 

The launch 
of the new centre 

is timely, as Amnesty 
International is about to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary. “People have 
a lot to learn about how their rights 
are concretely translated into eve-
ryday life. We all know there is a 
constitution, but how many know 
what’s in it?” says Kurveena Py-
neeandy, Human Rights Educa-
tion Consultant with AIMS. The 
centre will provide magazines, 
reference material and computers 
for research, but it is also a training 
centre. The fi rst batch of students 
in Global Citizenship and Hu-
man Rights began last Saturday. 
This course, and Human Rights 
and Leadership courses will be 
offered again during the year. 
The “Citoyens du Monde” 
centre will also organise acti-
vities such as a ciné club and 
a book club, based on themes 
related to human rights. 

Melissa LOUIS

Mamma Mia
Catch this musical from Thurs-
day 26th to Sunday 29th May at 
the J&J Auditorium in Phoenix, at 
8pm, and also at 3pm on Sunday.  
Through 22 of ABBA’s greatest 
hits, discover the story of Sophie 
who invites her mother’s three ex-
boyfriends to her wedding to fi nd 
out who her real father is. Tickets 
cost Rs 800, Rs 600, Rs 300 and 
Rs 200. Call Rézo Otayo on 466 
9999 for reservations. 

International 
Book Fair
The event, organised by Editions le 
Printemps, will be held at the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Science Centre from 
Thursday 26th to Sunday 29th May. 
The fair will be open from 3pm on 
Thursday and 10am on the other 
days. Many foreign publishers like 
Hachette and Penguin Books will 
be participating. There will 
be book sales, sto-
ry-telling sessions, 
and a quiz for 
schools. 

Hiking in 
the North
The trail covers 12 kilometres, star-
ting at Roche Terre to end at the 
Paul & Virginie in Poudre d’Or. 

Participation fees are Rs 250 for 
adults and Rs 150 for teena-

gers. Don’t forget to wear 
sturdy hiking boots! This 

is the last day for regis-
tration. Call 764 
7192 for more 
information. 

l’express p.32l’express Insert N° 3 • Friday 20 May  2011 ] Q U I C K R E A D ]

Week at a glance ]

Quick fi xes and exploding 
watermelons

Thought 
for the Day]
“The poor can’t sleep 
because they are 
hungry, and the rich 
can’t sleep because 
the poor are awake!” 
Anonymous 

Events ]

Do you know your rights?

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stéphane BENOIT

THIS week saw a curious epi-
sode in Eastern China. Farmers in 
Jiangsu province woke up to fi nd 
their watermelons exploding. CC-
TV humorously described them as 
‘land mines’ exploding by the hec-
tare, ruining the entire crop. One 
farmer interviewed said he could 
not sleep because he kept dreaming 
about his watermelons exploding. 
The culprit was a chemical called 
forchlorfenuron that the farmers 
were pumping into the ground to 
increase the size of the fruit. Any 
agricultural expert could say that 
the real problem was a lack of nu-
trients in the soil which led to small 
watermelons, rather than the ab-
sence of forchlorfenuron. That mis-
diagnosis of the real problem is what 
led to the humorous, but somewhat 
fruitless (no pun intended) exercise.  
This week revealed plenty of explo-
ding watermelons of our own. 

For one, our minister of gen-
der equality, child development 
and family welfare Sheila Bappoo, 
following the episode of the Child 
Development Unit (CDU) forget-

ting a child in a hospital, and the 
resulting revelations in the press by 
the CDU about how it’s understaf-
fed and under resourced, this week 
discovered the true culprit. No, 
it’s not the ministry of fi nance, its 
actually Mauritian families them-
selves!  “Mauritian families,” she 
pontifi cated, “need to review their 
lives and the way they live. The 
Mauritian family needs to be able 
to fi nd its source of happiness.” 
Short of a collective epiphany, or 
perhaps a self-help book, a few 
more rupees to the CDU wouldn’t 
hurt either. 

A survey this week disclosed 
that Mauritians spent a whopping 
Rs 10 billion on gambling last year. 
The Mauritius Revenue Authority 
estimates that Rs. 1.5 billion is raked 
into the state’s coffers every year 
through taxes on gambling. One 
could of course question the exis-
tence of the Loterie Nationale, and 
the intelligence of decrying the loss 
of family values, while at the same 
time representing a state that profi ts 
from and encourages gambling. 

The watermelon that takes 
the cake, however, is the PMSD’s 
Linday Morvan’s view that the 
reason parliamentarians are not 
able to intervene intelligently is 
because Creole is not used in par-
liament; “Knowing that they have 
problems expressing themselves in 
English, they prefer to refrain from 
speaking.” Let’s forget for now the 
PMSD’s less- than-stellar history 
in promoting the Creole language - 

according to this view, our MPs are 
actually intellectual heavyweights, 
deprived of a proper medium of 
expression. And we thought they 
were quiet because of a dearth of 
ideas, ideological inertia and the 
silver bullets of perk and privilege. 

We have exploding waterme-
lons of our own, and we don’t need 
forchlorfenuron for that either!

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

The new Amnesty International resource  centre in the Rue de 
Rosnay, Beau Bassin.

A Chinese agricultural worker with his damaged watermelon.

is tim



FRANÇOISE Labelle, 
Member of Parliament from 
the Opposition, was elected as 
the vice-president of the Pan-
African Parliament early this 
week. It was a source of great 
pride for those at the Natio-
nal Assembly, where members 
from both sides of the House 
congratulated her. Françoise 
Labelle succeeds Mary Mu-
gyenyi, former deputy of the 
Ugandan parliament. She has 
been a member of the Pan-
African Parliament since 2004, 
and at the election, which took 
place during a plenary session 
in Johannesburg; she received 
the full support of the other 
Mauritian representatives. 
Françoise Labelle has also been 
a member of the Committee on 
Administrative and Financial 
Evaluation of the Pan African 
parliament. The Pan-African 
Parliament is the legislative 
body of the African Union.

M. L.
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Paul Bérenger to Pravind 
Jugnauth in the National 

Assembly about confl ict of 
interest:

“Do we know how many 
evaluations carried out priva-
tely by Yodhun Bissessur have 
been contested by the Evalua-

tion Offi ce?” To put it more 
bluntly, has Mr. Bissessur ever 

disagreed with himself? 

Pravind Jugnauth in 
answer to almost every parlia-

mentary question:
“I don’t know…I have 

to check…I don’t have the 
information…This is not part 
of the question…even if I knew 

I would not reveal it.” Such 
transparency! 

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

Bread…
so versatile

 IMAGINE a fresh crusty pain maison, with mel-
ting butter and your morning cup of tea… Sounds 
heavenly, doesn’t it? This week, Mauritius is celebra-
ting the most common, diverse and most popular 
of all foods: bread. It is shared by the world, cutting 
across all backgrounds, and this is why it is so special 
to many people today. 

La Fête du Pain (The Bread Festival) is celebra-
ted close to the day of St Honoré, who is the patron 
saint of bakers. The celebration pays tribute to all 
those involved in the making of bread, including 
those who grow wheat, the fl ourmills and the bakers. 

This year, Les Moulins de la Concorde called on 
the artistic talents of youngsters and adults, with a 
poster and photography competition. Several activi-
ties will be held at Caudan Waterfront on Friday 20th 
and Saturday 21st May, including exhibitions related 
to these competitions. The exhibition of decorative 
bread, prepared by professionals from the hotel sec-
tor as part of another competition, is bound to de-
light visitors. The exhibition is based on the “Jeux 
des Iles de l’Ocean Indien” (Island Games), so be 
prepared for some really original creations! A prize 
giving ceremony for the winners of the competitions 
will be held on Saturday at 13.30. La Fête du Pain 
will also include demonstrations by students of the 
hotel school and the participation of women from 
Rodrigues presenting the famous gingerbread. A 
weekend to discover many different types of bread. 
It’s bound to be delicious! 

Melissa LOUIS

New vice-president 
of Pan-African Parliament
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Pop politics

The recent local elections in the UK gave 
a fascinating insight into the huge divi-
sions currently plaguing the country’s 
coalition government, disparagingly 

known as the ConDem nation. Indeed, the coa-
lition’s minority partner, the Liberal Democrats 
suffered the worst losses in a generation, whereas 
the Tories, who have instigated the most drastic 
budget cuts since the 1980s, emerged relatively 
unscathed. What’s the logic behind that? For one, 
it goes to show that for some people there’s just 
no winning. After being the subject of much cour-
ting from both Labour and Tories in the wake of 
last year’s general elections, the Lib Dems fi nally 
threw their lot in with the latter. In exchange for 
their support they demanded major concessions 
from the Conservatives, such as a referendum on 
alternative voting. As they found out the hard way, 
the Tories had altogether different plans for them. 

The implosion in slow motion of the UK coali-
tion government offers some interesting parallels 
with the local political scene. Like the Lib Dems, 
the MSM obtained some important portfolios by 
punching above its electoral weight. Cameron’s 
government, like Ramgoolam’s, enjoyed only the 
briefest of honeymoons with the electorate be-
fore the harsh light of day seeped through the 
curtains. In addition, by being the focal point of 
anti-government sentiment, the MSM, like the 
Lib Dems, has acted like a lightning rod for anti-
government sentiment thereby sparing its majo-
rity partner much of the latent antagonism. And, 
try as they may, the opposition both here and 
the UK have mostly failed in capitalizing on the 
situation. Most significantly, both coalitions are 
increasingly showing signs of strain.  

Having said this, there are certain subtle dif-
ferences between the two cases. The alliance here 
was created before the elections rather than af-
ter (which, admittedly, is a rather big difference). 
Contrarily to the Conservatives in the UK, La-
bour didn’t really need a minority partner to 
prop it up in power. The most salient distinction 
however lies in the ideology of the two minority 
partners: whereas the Lib Dems were meant to 
lend a veneer of progressiveness to the heartless 
Tories, the MSM, which has never been known 
for its forward thinking and empathy, made no 
such pretences. In fact, the MSM’s presence 
in the coalition had an adverse impact on La-
bour’s liberal image. Funnily, the result has been 
the same for both the Lib Dems and the MSM: 
widespread contempt. 

Whatever fate has in store for these coalitions, 
perhaps the most telling aspect to emerge from 
their trials and tribulations is that it proves one 
irrefutable fact: they came into being not be-
cause their leaders thought they would benefit 
the electorate, but rather because they were a 
means for them to gain or retain power. The bad 
news is that their internal issues will continue 
to supersede the nation’s development and well-
being. The good news is that we’re not alone in 
our predicament. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

THE emerging economic 
orthodoxy dictates that em-
ployment creation rather than 
infl ation containment should 
be the priority of governments. 
If the latest fi gures are anything 
to go by, Mauritius is losing the 
battle on both fronts. Indeed, in-
fl ation and unemployment have 
both risen in recent months. In 
its latest raft of Economic and 
Social Indicators, for instance, 
the ever reliable Central Sta-
tistics Offi ce explained that the 
unemployment rate went by up 
by half a percentage point in 
2010. In real terms what this 
means is that the country coun-
ted 45 200 jobless people last 
year, up from 41 500 in 2009. 
And although the country suc-
ceeded in creating 11 300 new 
jobs over the same period, the 
recent rise in unemployment, 
coupled with abusive labour 
laws, means that we’ll have to 
be far more creative in coming 
years if we’re to stave off the 
threat of systemic joblessness. 

Enter the green economy. 
It’s a bit scary to think that 

45 200 people are out of work, 
all the more so in a country that 
lacks a social safety net. And the 
only way to absorb the growing 
ranks of the unemployed will be 
to fi nd new avenues of growth. 
The encouraging thing is that 
Mauritius has been able to ex-
tricate itself from worse situa-
tions before. In the early 1970s, 
for example, our decision-ma-
kers, led by Gaëtan Duval, laid 
the foundations of the Export 
Processing Zone that was to 
employ hundreds of thousands 
of Mauritians in the following 
decades. For a while during the 
early 1990s, the country was 
even in the enviable position 
of having zero unemployment. 
And although the quality of the 
jobs it created has since been 
the subject of much criticism, 
the fact of the matter is that the 
EPZ played a pivotal part in 
making Mauritius the envy of 
much of the developing world.

The current economic 
context might be very different 
to that of the 1970s, yet the 
country faces choices that are 
just as important as the ones it 
had to make 40 years ago. For 
one, the textile and tourism 
industries have nearly reached 
saturation in terms of their abi-
lity to generate jobs. The rise of 
China, Bangladesh and Viet-
nam, to name but a few, means 
that our textile companies have 
to focus on quality rather than 
quantity. This means fewer jobs. 
Similarly, the tourism industry, 
which is notoriously volatile, 
seems to have peaked (there 
are only so many hotels we can 
build). Newer service-oriented 
sectors, such as Business Pro-
cessing Outsourcing (BPO) 
and offshore baking, have hel-
ped cushion these blows, but 
they hardly constitute an em-
ployment Valhalla. 

In fact, there are no ready-
made solutions. And that’s why 
our current predicament might 
be even stickier than the one ex-
perienced by older generations. 
Contrarily to what government 
often seems to think, the old 
recipe for success - tax breaks 
and cheap labour – is no longer 
a viable option for us in today’s 
hypercompetitive world. Har-
der still, not only do we have to 
create jobs for the youth of to-
day and tomorrow, but we also 
have to address pressing issues, 
such as energy and food secu-
rity and climate change. Logic 
dictates then that we should en-
courage employment in sectors 
that help reduce our vulnerabi-
lity to these challenges. Sadly, 
logic isn’t always the main dri-
ver of policy decisions.     

Let’s take a look at the waste 
management sector. For de-
cades, we’ve simply sent all our 

Employment

Not just jobs, 
green jobs 
The latest employment fi gures show that joblessness is on 
the rise. Given that many of the sectors that traditionally 
employed Mauritians are reaching maturity, it makes sense 
to start exploring new avenues of growth.  

Don’t just bin it, recycle it. 
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solid waste to the Mare Chicose 
landfi ll. This hardly represents 
a sustainable solution. So along 
came Gamma Covanta with an 
incinerator project that aimed 
to burn more than 70% of our 
waste. As it’s the case with many 
incinerator projects around the 
world, Gamma Covanta’s plan 
was met with fi erce public re-
sistance. As a result, it seems 
to have reached a standstill. Yet 
over and above its implications 
for the environment and public 
health, it’s also worth noting 
that the plant will create only 
70 jobs. If, on the other hand, 
the authorities were to actively 
promote the selective waste sor-
ting, composting and recycling 
sectors, they could help generate 
thousands of jobs. 

Apply this logic to other 
important sectors - such as 
construction (retrofi tting of 
buildings), transport (construc-
ting a mass transit system) and 
energy (building a smart grid 
and developing renewable ener-
gies) – and you get an idea of the 
incredible employment potential 
of the green economy. The re-
cently named chairman of the 
Maurice: Ile Durable (MID) 
working group on employ-
ment, Louis Rivalland, agrees 

that the green economy has a 
bright future. He also believes 
that by greening their activities, 
companies can benefi t from a 
competitive edge and attract the 
best young talent on offer. For 
that to happen though, he says 
that green technology will have 
to become “economically viable”. 
“Research and development is very 
important”, he adds. 

But what exactly are green 
jobs? Well, according to Zero 
Carbon Britain 2030, an in-
fl uential report by the Zero 
Carbon Project, they are “em-
ployment in agriculture, ma-
nufacturing, construction, 
installation and maintenance, as 
well as scientifi c and technical, 
administrative and service-re-
lated activities that contribute 
substantially to preserving or 
restoring environmental qua-
lity. They therefore include jobs 
that: help to protect and restore 
ecosystems and biodiversity, 
reduce energy, materials, and 
water consumption and decar-
bonise the economy and avoid 
generating waste and pollution”. 
In addition, it cites evidence 
suggesting that green jobs in 
“energy, construction, transport 
and agriculture” will in future 
compensate for the loss of jobs 

in energy-intensive sectors, 
such as oil and gas production. 
The document predicts that 25 
000 people will work in the re-
newable energy industry in the 
UK by 2020, a “dramatic” in-
crease on the 8 000 people cur-
rently employed in the sector.  

That all sounds very promi-
sing, but, of course, the seemin-
gly insurmountable issue of 
fi nancing such a massive trans-
formation looms large. And that’s 
where political decisions have to 
be made. In the wake of 2008’s 
fi nancial crisis, certain countries 
understood that they could either 
stand by and watch their econo-
mies contract or they could use 
the disaster to reorient their eco-
nomies in a promising new di-
rection by investing massively in 
green technology. South Korea 
and Japan opted for the latter, as 
did China where more than one 
million are now employed in the 
renewable energy sector.   

Naturally, it can be argued 
that these countries have oodles 
of cash to invest in their green 
economies, but this does not 
preclude smaller countries like 
Mauritius from giving it a go. 
Small Island Developing States: 
Environmental and Natural Re-
source Challenges, an excellent 
new book edited by Shyam Nath 
and Yeti Nisha Madhoo, two 
Mauritian academics, argues 
that SIDS have a good shot at 
creating green economies, provi-
ded they can attract Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI), which is 
exactly what Mauritius has done 
in recent years : 

“Increased FDI infl ows also 
carry the potential for an in-
crease in technology transfer. If the 
right encouragement is given by 
government and environmental 
agencies, companies will invest in 
new environmental innovations, 
cleaner production technologies, 
recycling and energy effi ciency 
schemes and optimized mate-
rialized utilization. This kind of 
corporate behaviour can have a 
signifi cantly positive impact on 
the environment both by redu-
cing pollution loads and through 
greater effi ciency in natural re-
source use. At the macro level, in-
creased FDI can give developing 

countries the opportunity to invest 
in cleaner industries, which have 
less environmental impact and 
reduce pressures on natural re-
sources. Changes can be made in 
practices regarding economically 
important but resources-inten-
sive activities such as fi sheries, 
agricultural and petrochemical 
processing by engaging in and 
marketing sustainability.”

Over and above their po-
sitive impact on the environ-
ment, green jobs also typically 
offer better working conditions 
than “normal” jobs. If the green 
economy is to have a chance 
however, the country will re-
quire qualifi ed professionals to 
drive and adapt it to Mauritian 
specifi cities. For that to happen 
there needs to be a demand for 
such competencies. Louis Ri-
valland thinks that the budding 
awareness about sustainability 
issues will contribute to creating 
this demand, even if “everything 
remains to be done”. 

Whatever the economic cli-
mate has in store for us, it’s un-
deniable that the green economy 
is one for the future. That’s why 
we should aim to create green 
jobs rather than just jobs. 

Nicholas RAINER

“Green jobs also 
typically offer 
better working 
conditions than 
“normal” jobs.”

They did it back 
then, why not now? 

Insert N° 3 • Friday 20 May  2011 ][ I S S U E S l’expressp. 35



l’express [ Friday 20 May 2011 • Insert N° 3 p. 36I N T E R V I E W ] 

● You were recently appoin-
ted as headmaster of North-
fi elds. Why Mauritius and why 
Northfi elds? 

Well, it’s quite a story. I have 
just retired from a school called 
St. Charles College, a boys’ scho-
ol in South Africa, where I was 
headmaster for twenty years. The 
Northfi elds Board was looking for 
a person with experience in educa-
tion and fi nance so that s/he could 
add value to their objectives at 
Northfi elds... I think I was appoin-
ted to the position mainly because 
of my fi nancial background. 
● What is your assessment of 
the educational system at Nor-
thfi elds? 

I think the school is a very ex-
citing school, 270 pupils, 50% boys 
and 50% girls and still growing. 
The potential of embarking on 
new and exciting projects in edu-
cation is  high because we are small 
and are able to offer a greater de-
gree of fl exibility in our two major 
programmes, the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge 
A’ levels. We are able to build a pro-
gramme around each pupil, so that 
he/she can choose according to his/
her potential. 
● Did you run the IB when 
you were working in South 
Africa? 

No, to the best of my knowle-
dge, none of the top SA indepen-
dent schools offers the IB. It’s too 
academically oriented. The empha-
sis on sport in South Africa pre-

cludes the IB from being offered. 
● Are you saying that the IB 
does not leave much room for 
other activities like sports? 

It doesn’t if sport is offered at a 
high level as it is in SA.
● The argument used here 
is that the IB allows for other 
activities because of its Crea-
tive, Action and Service (CAS) 
programme. 

In South Africa, sports are em-
phasized at an extremely high and 
competitive level and the CAS pro-
grammes could never be offered in 
the top schools. There would sim-
ply not be suffi cient time for both. 
● Does that mean that the 
exams are not pitched very 
high academically?

In SA, the state system has, for 
all intents and purposes, collapsed 
and the level of academics is poor. 
The independent schools have at-
tempted to maintain a high stan-
dard but their examinations have 
to be moderated by the state. As 
a consequence, the school from 
which I come moved away from 
the SA system quite a number 
of years ago and now offers the 
Cambridge A-levels. The IB pro-
gramme was investigated by St 
Charles College but was also found 
to be on the expensive side in addi-

tion to the negative impact on the 
sports programme. 
● What’s expensive about it? 

The annual membership subs-
criptions, books, educational mate-
rial and the re-training of teachers.  
● How do you fi t in your 
mission here with your 
background? 

One has to adjust. This country 
is not at SA’s level of school sport. 
In terms of sporting culture here, 
people tend to play sport for en-
joyment, rather than with a view to 
producing professional sportsmen. 
● Do you think that’s a pity? 

I just don’t think the island’s big 
enough. To give you an example, 
my previous school fi elded 37 
cricket sides every Saturday du-
ring the cricket season. We had 
tough competition and a large 
number of schools against whom 
to play. In Mauritius, there are few 
sides to compete against and few 
people make money out of sports. 
So children play in a less competi-
tive environment in Mauritius and 
that is perhaps healthier. 
● Isn’t the fl ip side that the 
competition is put on acade-
mic subjects? 

There is competition on the 
academic side. 
● Does it strike you as 

being unusual? 
If I look at Northfi elds, there 

is competition; there is a drive 
amongst pupils to achieve because 
they aim to get into overseas uni-
versities. 
● Is that healthy or not?

I think that when pupils go to 
school, they should enjoy their lives. 
We have that on the one side, but 
on the other, there is a lack of qua-
lity tertiary institutions and a lack of 
places. Virtually all of the universities 
have introduced a points system for 
entry purposes, because they offer 
limited places and need a system 
that assists them in accepting only 
the best. Take the U.K for example, 
where universities can only manage 
about 600,000 students per year. 
There are at least 800,000 appli-
cations. China is in many ways the 
worst. Two million people in China 
get school leaving certifi cates an-
nually and there are university 
places for only one million. Western 
universities are so crowded that 
they’ve raised the points system. 
That is where the pressure comes 
from. Parents want their children to 
get into good universities. 
● Do you feel that results in a 
lot of pressure from parents on 
their children? 

Oh, yes. 

● Does that affect the child’s 
performance? 

There are children born with 
that hunger and working persona-
lity but not everyone is academic in 
terms of getting or wanting to get 
high marks and that’s the problem. 
It is becoming apparent that be-
cause of this pressure, more pupils 
are requiring psychological coun-
seling and related  services. 
● What’s wrong with parents 
wanting their children to get 
high marks?

Nothing. But they have to be 
realistic. 
● Isn’t it a question of atti-
tude? People only want white 
collar jobs not realizing that 
there are so many more 
rewarding jobs? 

Defi nitely. The community 
expects their children to pursue a 
university-type education despite 
the fact that they might not have 
the ability. That is a problem. 
● How hard is it to convince 
a parent that their child is not 
university material? 

It’s diffi cult. In the end one has 
to hope that the ongoing poor per-
formances of their children clearly 
indicate that university is not the 
correct choice.
● What if the parent says that 
the problem is that the tea-
chers are not pushing the child 
hard enough? 

What happens then is that the 
child enters a depressive psycho-
logical state and that’s when reality 

  RONNIE KUHN, 
   Head of School, Northfi elds International High School
  R
   HInterview

“If I were the minister of education, I’d 
make boarding school almost compulsory” 

Ronnie Kuhn, newly-appointed head of 
Northfi elds School in Mapou, points to 
some striking differences between the 
local educational scene and that of South 
Africa where he has worked for the past 
twenty years. He also shares his belief that 
a pupil's academic performance is as good 
as his genes...



dawns. We are living in a world where 
the aspirations of parents are some-
times far in excess of their child’s 
ability. In my previous school, I used 
to say to parents who had aspirations 
for their sons to become professional 
rugby or cricket players: “Do your-
self a favour and look back at your 
gene pool. Did you have any great 
sportsmen on either side of the fa-
mily? If you haven’t, then it is highly 
likely that your son does not have the 
necessary genes. I believe that much 
the same applies to being superior in 
academics.. 
● Is it as simple as that? How 
much are we born with? 

I believe in genes. There is a 
gene pool. That is not to say it’s 
absolute, but to expect a child who 
does not come from a certain gene 
pool to suddenly become the next 
Einstein, would most probably be 
an unrealistic expectation. 
● How much does upbringing 
have to do with it? 

That is important. At present, 
and regretfully, there are people 
who have the ability but will pe-
rhaps never have the opportu-
nity to develop. They will never 
be discovered unless there is an 
education system that is acces-
sible to them. One thing I’ll say 
about Mauritius that is great is 
the free bussing of children to get 
to school. That’s wonderful and I 
think that all countries should do 
that. Many pupils in SA can’t get 
to school because they don’t have a 
transport system or have to pay too 
much to get on a bus. What’s going 
to happen is that we’ll never get to 
discover talented children who 
come from deprived backgrounds. 
If you have a child that grows up 
in a home that values education, 
and parents who encourage it, 
then there’s no doubt in my mind 
that that child is going to succeed 
in life. They will have a good work 
ethic and they will achieve well. So, 
background does matter a great 
deal. 
● How much genes, how 
much background? 

In my opinion a signifi cant pro-
portion of genes is important for su-
perior academic achievement.  
● How much is left for school 
education, then?

A formal education is impor-
tant but I still think that genes are 
more signifi cant. Children who 
have bright parents invariably end 
up being bright themselves and 
if they are placed in a reasonably 
good education system, they per-
form at a high level.  
● What is the typical North-
fi elds pupil? 

We have a nice mix of pupils. 
We are an international school, so 
we have pupils from all over the 
world. The last time I looked at the 
statistics, 25% of our pupils came 
from all over the world but the 
vast majority is Mauritian. We can 
say that those who attend North-

fi elds represent the middle class 
and maybe the wealthier part of 
the middle class. The school has an 
outreach programme to fund pu-
pils who can benefi t from attending 
Northfi elds but who do not have 
the means. 
● Boarding school is a cur-
rent concept in SA, something 
we, wrongly, I think, don’t 
believe in, in this country. 
How many kids do you think 
we could take out of poverty 
through boarding schools? 

If I were the minister of educa-
tion of any country, I’d make boar-
ding school almost compulsory 
for those pupils who come from 
deprived backgrounds and espe-
cially boys. 
● What’s the difference? 

Girls, I think, need to be closer 
to their mothers for a longer pe-
riod of time. Boys need to be put 
in boarding school when they turn 
14 or 15 so that they can achieve 
independence in a structured en-
vironment. 
● What kind of students 
would you put in boarding 
school? 

Pupils who have working pa-
rents. If both parents are busy 
with work, they don’t have time 
to supervise their children. Chil-
dren who come from such homes 
should attend a boarding school. 
● Are you going to suggest 
opening a boarding school in 
Northfi elds? 

 The Board are keen on setting 
up a boarding establishment. 
● Are they? 

We are looking at that some-
time next year. 
● How are the parents res-
ponding? 

Well, we’ve got a number of 
people who are really pleased. Pa-
rents  are quite happy with a weekly 
boarding school where they’d drop 
their children off on Monday and 
then fetch them after school on Fri-
day. Weekends are spent at home. 
● What do you make of the 
quality time we ought to spend 
with our children?

Well, look at parents who are 
working. They get up in the mor-
ning, have to battle against traffi c 
and get their child to school. Then 
they go to work themselves. And 
maybe they have someone pitching 
in or they let the children go home 
in the bus. When the children get 
home early they are usually unsu-
pervised. The parents come home 
tired and are not able to invest that 
much time in the child. The next 
day, the same thing happens. So 
the quality time you end up spen-
ding with your child is nil. That’s 
why we say, “You don’t have time, 
so give the children to us. We feed 
them properly, make sure they 
study and if they’ve got a problem, 
we’ve got a teacher on hand who 
can help them. Then, at the end of 
the week, you’re ready for a lovely 

weekend, you’re at your best, your 
child is at their best. So you have 
them at the best time and we have 
them at the worst time. It’s a win-
win situation. 
● How are you and the family 
settling down in Mauritius? 

My children are grown up. My 
daughter is a solicitor in London, 
and my son is a teacher in South 
Africa. My wife is a retired teacher 
and she’s really enjoying it. This is 
a really nice country. 
● Anything you found parti-
cularly striking in the country 
when you landed, from the 
point of view of the foreigner? 

What I like about the country 
is the absence of a rush-mentality. 
● Are you saying we’re laid 
back? 

(laughs) People are less intense. 
People work but there seems to be 
a less intense way of getting things 
done. 
● How about our rela-
tionships with our children, 
are we getting things right? 

I’ve still got to get to know the 
people well but what I have noticed 
is that parents who pay premium 
fees to have their children schoo-
led at independent schools of 
which we are one tend to get more 
involved in the education of their 
children. You therefore get a grea-
ter buy-in from parents. They are 
involved and want to be involved, 
so you form good relationships 
between the staff, the parents and 
the pupils. 
● If I sent my child to North-
fi elds, what would I be paying 
for? 

I think most of the fees are used 
for paying salaries to a good staff 
and for teaching resources in the 
classrooms.  I was pleasantly sur-
prised with the qualifi cations, qua-
lity and calibre of the teaching staff.  
● What will your priority be 
now that you’ve taken stock of 
the situation here? 

I would like to continue buil-
ding a stronger community spirit 
by having more activities on Sa-
turday mornings. . And one of the 
problems which I have found in 
Mauritius is that the government, 
through legislation, has decided 
that teachers only teach from 8am 
to 3pm from Mondays to Fridays. 
And because of the legislation, one 
cannot easily offer activities on 
Saturdays. Where I come from, 
Saturday is a day of sport and 
community building. I see that as 
part of education. I’d meet my pa-
rent body, my old boys… I’d love 
to have that in Mauritius: schools 
playing sport against each other 
and the parents coming to support 
the children. You build a whole 
community and I think that here, 
because of legislation, you can’t 
easily achieve that purpose. 
● Are the parents free to 
come and watch sport with 
you on Saturdays?

I think that if one could offer a 
few community building activities, 
including sport on Saturdays, there 
is a good chance of more parents 
coming to the school to support 
their children. It’s a way to build up 
a tremendous feeling ofcommunity 
and pride in the school. . 
● What you’re saying is that 
you would like to set up a Sa-
turday school, and you know 
that you won’t get the support 
from your staff because they 
are protected by the law? 

 I have recently researched the 
possibility of offering activities on 
Saturday mornings at our school 
and the response from parents of 
the pupils in the younger forms is 
promising. As a consequence we 
are going to offer soccer on Satur-
day mornings during the course 
of this term. It will be interesting 
to see the degree of support from 
the staff. 
● I’m sure teachers would 
come on Saturdays if they 
were paid?

I think that legislation governs 
this aspect. 
● No legislation, surely, dic-
tates what people should do in 
their own free time. Teachers 
are free to go and work if they 
are properly paid. 

  I think that it is important to 
appreciate that teachers have long 
holiday periods that are funded by 
their employers and I don’t think 
that “working” by supporting sport 
on Saturdays should attract addi-
tional remuneration. Teachers on 
this island work between 180 and 
190 days a year. This is a “Mickey 
Mouse” number of days compared 
to other nations! If you go to the 
northern hemisphere, the average 
number of teaching days is 220 a 
year. If you go to the East, those 
wonderful hardworking people 
have 250 school days a year. 
● That is why they go mad so 
often. 

(Outburst of laughter) That is 
why we buy their products. They 
haven’t run away from the hard 
sciences. They’ve run towards  
maths, physics and chemistry, 
which is why they manufacture 
all those wonderful cars and com-
puters. The Western world has run 
towards other disciplines. The West 
now imports from the East and its 
exports are insuffi cient to pay for 
these imports. There is no doubt 
in my mind that the West needs to 
revisit its education systems.  
● Why don’t you add the 
number of days you want to 
the school calendar? 

Alterations to the school calen-
dar to obtain additional teaching 
days must be done in a gradual 
way and much selling of this im-
portant objective needs to be done. 
It is always diffi cult to change so-
mething that has been in existence 
for a long time.
● Have you shared your 
thoughts with your staff? 

(Laughs) I think that they 
are aware of my concerns in this 
regard. It is also clear that if one 
wants to obtain a buy-in by the 
teaching profession, in general, 
better salaries need to be paid. 
● But that’s not happening, 
is it? 

I don’t know about Mauritius. 
SA and many other countries are in 
serious trouble because, over many 
years, they have paid their teachers 
poorly and it is not surprising that so 
few young people are considering 
teaching as a future. I believe that 
the world is already facing a huge 
crisis in so far as the supply of qua-
lity teachers is concerned. Teaching 
is a calling. It is the most noble of 
all professions simply because it 
holds the future of the world in its 
hands. However, those who have 
gone into teaching with the hope of 
being extremely wealthy have, in my 
opinion, made a mistake.

Touria PRAYAG
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“Teachers on 
this island work 

between 180 
and 190 days a 
year. This is a 

‘Mickey Mouse’ 
number of 

days.” 
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Privacy and the press

To probe or no
The prime 
minister, prone 
to vicious attacks 
against journalists, 
has never given 
credit to the local 
press for its auto-
regulation concer-
ning respect for 
the private lives of 
politicians and high 
profi le people. This 
press restraint is 
being brought into 
question abroad in 
connection with the 
Strauss-Khan 
affair.

In the mid-70s, when Mau-
ritian journalists wrote their 
stories by hand and trave-
led by bus for their assi-

gnments around the island, a 
young and newly hired reporter 
came one day into his newspa-
per’s briefi ng room with photos 
and details of an extra-marital 
affair of one of the main politi-
cal leaders of the time.

 The proofs he had were dam-
ning. But what he thought was a 
front page exclusive story only 
set his seniors roaring with laugh-
ter. He learned that everyone in 
the press was aware of this affair 

and of many more extramarital 
affairs- and some very deviant 
and salacious forms of sexual be-
haviour- of local politicians and 
high ranking civil servants. But 
no local newspaper has ever run 
such stories. They never will, he 
was also told. Not because there 
was law preventing the Mauritian 
press from running these types 
of stories, but only because there 
was some sort of a tradition, a 
“convention” which prompts lo-
cal newspapers to show extreme 
restraint on stories pertaining to 
politicians’ private life.

Some months later, the same 
reporter came along with a story 
he picked up from the divorce 
petition of a local fi nancial “ty-
coon” who was always portrayed 
as a “benefactor” in the press. The 
divorce petition fi led by his wife 
showed the contrary. Again, the 
story was turned down. Though 
divorce petitions were being fi -
led by the dozen at that time, the 
Mauritian press has systematically 
refused to report on these cases, 
even when high profi le people 
were concerned. The local press 
will not and has never ever even 
mentioned that Mr. and Mrs. So 
and So were divorcing.

More than a quarter of a cen-

tury later, the Mauritian press 
has been modernized and has 
witnessed the arrival of new me-
dia groups and private radios. 
Dozens of its members are well 
aware of extra-marital affairs and 
of children born out of wedlock 
of many a local politician. But the 
same restraint concerning private 
life is being shown.

Taboo 
in French press

Only one attempt at breaking 
that “convention” was made in 
1983, on the eve of a general elec-
tion.  An editor-in-chief accepted 
to run a story, with photos, on the 
sexual adventures of the wife of a 
gentleman linked to that election. 
Some owners of that newspaper 
got wind of what was being prin-
ted in the middle of the night. 
They caused the press to be stop-
ped and destroyed all the printed 
copies. That newspaper did not 
appear the following morning.

This restraint is part of an au-
to-regulation process that the lo-
cal press has been exercising since 
time immemorial and to which it 
has been clinging despite the fact 
that this auto-regulation is often 
linked to self-censorship.

This attitude of restraint on 
the part of local papers is similar 
to what happened in France in 
2007. The national news maga-
zine Libération refused to publish a 
“very mild” article on Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn written by Jean Qua-
tremer, a journalist who wrote that 
Mr. Strauss-Kahn’s treatment of 
women risked causing his downfall 
in Washington, a “Puritan country” 
where the press has a tradition of 
probing into the private lives of 
high profi le personalities.

However, Libération allowed 
Jean Quatremer to publish the in-
formation on his blog.

As in Mauritius, political fi -
gures indulging in extramarital sex 
is a non-story in the French press. 
True to say that in Mauritius, this 
attitude is part of an unwritten 
convention whereas in France it 
is part of the right to a private life 
protected by fearsome libel and 
privacy laws.

After the Strauss-Kahn affair, 
this attitude is being questioned on 
many grounds. In the analysis of a 
French senior editor, this restraint 
makes of France “a kind of mo-
narchy that has kept the aristocra-
tic morals of the 18th century. The 
lord of the manor has a right to the 
women; the king has his mistresses.»

Dominique Strauss-Kahn being taken into custody by New York police after his recent arrest and (left) his alleged victim Nafi ssatou Diallo.

Arnold Schwarzenegger with his wife, Maria Shriver, in happier days.
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The sharks 
vs the fi sh

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

ot to probe
I am getting a bit sick of the way the ICAC is 

dragging its feet over its inquiry on Medpoint. 
It’s been fi ve months already. I mean, how hard 
can it be for the ICAC to demonstrate that 

someone (or some“two”- if you get my point) has 
given orders to buy that decrepit building no matter 
what? 

Unless of course this is not at all what the enquiry 
has demonstrated so far. But if we believe this, we’d 
believe everything, wouldn’t we? 

Every single testimony made to the ICAC in the 
course of that lengthy enquiry points out that the 
decision had already been made to buy Medpoint. 
Once that decision has been made, it had to be fi tted 
into the procedures. To do that, rules had to be bent, 
pressure applied and contortions performed. 

And who else were going to oblige but those who 
are given the authority to do so by their offi ce, i.e. 
civil servants? 

So those are the people who hold the key to the 
Medpoint conundrum. Obviously it’s a riddle only 
to ICAC investigators- the rest of us have already 
solved that greatest of mysteries – but life is unfair 
like that- those of us who have immense deductive 
powers are not rewarded by government with an 
advisory position on investigative matters with full 
salary and a BMW 5 series- (sigh) what can you do? 

Anyway. If the ones who hold the key are the ci-
vil servants and if the objective of the ICAC is to 
dig out the improprieties, doesn’t it stand to reason 
that they should concentrate on the source of the 
problem? I’m talking about the people who so des-
perately wanted to dish out our taxes to the owners 
of Medpoint that they didn’t even stop to think about 
the consequences of their action or whether or not it 
was an ethical thing to do.

Can somebody then please explain why the ICAC 
is harassing civil servants? They need to get those 
public offi cers on their side, they need to reassure 
those people that whatever they say will not be held 
against them, that they are being questioned only as 
witnesses and that the law will protect them. 

Do you know why the law should protect them? 
Because the ICAC needs to see the bigger picture. 
Because it’s time for the ICAC to stop wanting to fry 
the small fi sh so as to let the sharks off the hook again. 

Don’t get me wrong- the likes of Yodhun Bisses-
sur and the abuse he allegedly made of his offi ce and 
his privileges should be dealt with in the strongest 
manner but not in the course of the enquiry on Me-
dpoint. For now, he is a witness, an invaluable one 
and his survival instincts will be stronger than any 
loyalty he may have had towards some people. Can’t 
the ICAC see that? Or does the saying that there is 
none more blind that he who doesn’t want to see, 
apply here? 

Medpoint is not about the civil servants. It’s 
about politicians confusing their assets with those 
of the country. 

If the ICAC hasn’t understood this, then I suggest 
we close it down.

Before Dominique Strauss-Kahn left for the 
States in 2007, Brussels correspondent for 
Libération, Jean Quatremer, wrote in his 
blog: “Strauss-Kahn’s only real problem is 
his relationship with women. Too heavy … it 
borderlines harassment.” 
One year later, Strauss-Kahn made world 
news, as International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
chief, over an affair with a junior in his of-
fi ce, the Hungarian economist Piroska Nagy. 
Strauss-Kahn had to tender a public apology.
As the extreme-rightist Marine Le Pen af-
fi rms, all of Paris had long been abuzz with 
talk of Strauss-Kahn’s “rather pathological 
relationship” with women. The French press 
has systematically hushed every detail per-
taining to his penchant and attitude towards 
women and very often women journalists.
To add insult to injury, the French press 
shunned the book Sexus Politicus written in 
2006 by Christophe Deloire and Christophe 
Dubois, about politicians’ sexual behaviour. 
They wrote of Strauss-Kahn’s tendency to 
“seduction to the point of obsession”. They 
mentioned but did not name female journa-

lists who had been irritated by his attitude to-
wards them. They also referred to one senior 
civil servant who refused to take up his offer 
to “come up to his offi ce to relax”.
According to the French press, women who 
have been allegedly harassed by him intend 
to come forward with formal complaints. 
Tristane Banon, French novelist and jour-
nalist is, according to her lawyer, preparing 
to go to the police alleging Strauss-Kahn 
sexually assaulted her in 2002. She did not 
go to the police at that time, but talked on 
TV about the incident. She said that she had 
been harassed since and her career jeopar-
dized. Journalist Jean Quatremer affi rms 
that he was pressured to delete the entry on 
Strauss-Kahn in his blog. He said he refused 
and was threatened with court action for li-
bel. He has not been sued yet.
Strauss-Kahn has so far denied the charges 
leveled against him. The latest news reveals 
that his lawyer may plead consent on the part 
of the room maid who is alleged to have been 
sexually assaulted by Strauss-Khan in his ho-
tel room.

Strauss-Kahn the womaniser

Tiger Woods, previously 
world No 1 professional gol-
fer, making a public apology 
concerning the scandal in 
which he was involved.

According to media ana-
lysts, if more allegations against 
Strauss-Kahn come to light and 
lead to criminal charges, it will 
call into question this taboo in 
the French press against speaking 
out; a taboo which does not exist 
in the Anglo-Saxon press tradi-
tion. In the United Stats, courts 
have time and again allowed the 
publication of stories on private 
lives of common people, politi-

cians and celebrities in the name 
of public interest. It is a fi rm belief 
that people have a right to know 
about those in power over them. 
Their salaries are paid for by the 
people (whether through taxes, 
in the case of politicians and civil 
servants, or by revenue generated 
by fi lms, CDs, TV, etc., in the case 
of celebrities).The people have 
the right to make informed judg-
ments about the kind of leaders 

they have, it is believed. Attempts 
at restricting what may be repor-
ted about public fi gures in the 
press are considered as conspira-
cies to keep voters in the dark and 
to manipulate them.

For how long will the local 
press keep its readers in the dark 
about its political leaders? That’s 
anyone’s guess.

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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THE fi gures are astounding. Cases re-
gistered at the Child Development Unit 
(CDU) in 2008 amounted to 3397. In 2009, 
this number jumped to 4909, and in 2010, it 
hit an unimaginable 6021 cases, with another 
1685 cases registered between January and 
March this year. The cases are categorized 
under abandonment, neglect, physical abuse, 
emotional abuse, sexual abuse and more. A 
sure sign of how sick our society has become, 
beneath the veneer of progress and develop-
ment. The UN Special Rapporteur on the sale 
of children, child prostitution and child porno-
graphy, who was in Mauritius last week came 
to the conclusion that sexual exploitation of 
children is on the rise, owing to a combination 
of factors such as poverty, social taboos, drugs 
and alcohol. And the sad truth is that the dan-
ger often comes from within the family. 

Last week, Sheila Bappoo, the minister 
responsible for child development and family 
welfare strongly condemned irresponsible 
parents. “Some parents no longer take their 

responsibilities towards their children serious-
ly and my ministry will take action against 
them,” she said. Rita Venkatasawmy, director 
of CEDEM, works with children who have 
been victims of abuse and confi rms that the 
erosion of parental responsibility is a reality 
she faces in her day-to-day work. “There are 
often cases where people become parents at a 
very young age, when they are not suffi ciently 
mature to cope with this role,” she says. In 
other cases, where poverty, drugs and alcohol 
are involved, violence becomes an automatic 
response to problems. “Often the cycle is per-
petuated – the abused grow up to be abusers,” 
says Rita Venkatasawmy.

The Child Development Unit says that, 
nevertheless, their priority in most situations 
is to work closely with troubled families. They 
support with rehabilitation through help from 
other institutions like Natresa, in cases of subs-
tance abuse or the ministries of social secu-
rity and social integration in cases of fi nancial 
need and poverty. “Removing a child from his 
home can be destabilising,” says Wendy Rose-
Gujadhur, coordinator at the Child Develop-
ment Unit. But if the child is believed to be in 
danger, the CDU will make a request to the 
district court for an emergency protection or-
der to be issued, so the child can be removed 
from his immediate surroundings and placed 
in a shelter. 

What happens when a child cannot go 
back to his family? Could adoption be a so-
lution for many of the children who are vic-
tims of their parents’ mistakes? The adoption 
system in Mauritius is based on the French 
“Code Napoleon.” There are two types 
of adoption: simple adoption and plenary 
adoption. In the fi rst case, biological parents 
give their consent to the adoption, and the 

child maintains ties with them. In a plenary 
adoption, the child may have been abando-
ned, and the adoption will signal that all ties 
with the biological parents have been broken. 
Rita Venkatasawmy believes that adoption 
has been far too neglected in Mauritius. She 
adopted her daughter, although this was made 
easy because the biological mother was wil-
ling to give the child up for adoption. “In such 
cases, the family who wishes to adopt the child 
must take the matter to the Supreme Court, 
through their attorney-at-law, and the adop-
tion can take place,” says Indu Padya, attor-
ney-at-law. 

There is however, no structure in place to 
evaluate families who wish to adopt a child, 
nor is there a formal follow-up once the adop-
tion has taken place. This absence of a legal 
framework, with special regulatory institu-
tions, means that children placed in shelters 
cannot be adopted unless their biological 
parents give up their rights to them. “There 
is a law in the pipeline to regulate adoption. 
It could change many things for children 
who cannot be entrusted to their biological 
parents,” says Wendy Rose-Gujadhur. Indu 
Padya explains, “Currently, if a child is in a 

shelter, he can stay there for a very long time, 
even until the age of 18. With the new law, 
there would be a time limit, which means 
that if past a certain period, the parents have 
shown no interest in the child, the latter be-
comes adoptable.” 

Nevertheless, since 2003, a system of 
foster parents has been set up by the CDU. 
Foster parenting can vary from two weeks to 
two years, and can be renewed, if it is consi-
dered as the best option for a child. There 
are currently 48 children in foster care. What 
does it take to become a foster parent? “It’s not 
easy, because these children have undergone 
trauma. The foster family must be emotional-
ly strong enough to support the child,” says 
Wendy Rose-Gujadhur. Families who want 
to be foster parents can make an application 
to the Child Development Unit, which tries to 
regularly raise awareness on this in order to get 
more families on board. The foster family may 
even make a request to adopt the foster child, 
but there is never any guarantee. “The bio-
logical parents can step in and say they want 
their child back,” says Indu Padya. “And in 
this case, it is up to the judge to decide what is 
best for the child.” 

It can indeed be complicated to get bio-
logical parents to give up their rights to their 
children, but isn’t it a paradox that many such 
parents are not capable of looking after their 
children, while other couples desperately want 
a child? Adopting a child who has been a vic-
tim of abuse is far from easy. But it also means 
giving an innocent victim a new lease of life. 
The new legislation, when it is passed, could 
mean a major change for all the children in 
need of a loving home. 

Melissa LOUIS  

CHILD ABUSE

Giving innocence 
a chance

A grown-up's hand - a child needs 
some-one to trust.

“The paradox is that 
many parents are not 

capable of looking 
after their children, 
while other couples 
desperately want a 

child.”

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S



l’expressInsert N° 3 • Friday 20 May  2011 ]p.41

People 
be damned

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

A s part of his stand up routine, the late comedian 
George Carlin opened with, “I’m tired of these 
self-righteous environmentalists, those bourgeois 
liberals who think the only thing wrong with this 

country is there aren’t enough bicycle paths, people trying 
to make the world safe for their Volvos.” In relation to Mau-
ritius, liberal environmentalists are not just irritating; they’re 
almost a colonial throwback.  

The recent reports in the British press about plans that 
potentially could see at least a part of the Chagossians re-
turn to their homeland. It comes with a caveat, the liberal 
environmentalists in Britain must agree to the plan which 
would see the returning Chagossians become ‘wardens’ of 
the Marine Protected Area (MPA) project. 

Never mind that the MPA straddles one of the largest 
and  most polluting military bases in the world; never mind 
the suspected presence of nuclear material there; never 
mind that the British establishment admitted that the MPA 
was a subterfuge to “in effect put paid to resettlement claims 
of the archipelago’s former residents” and never mind in-
deed that the MPA implies the rejection of the Chagossians’ 
fundamental right of return. Those little inconvenient truths 
did not stop the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB), Greenpeace and the Shark Trust from cheering the 
cynical British establishment on. 

A largely fi rst-world phenomenon, the intellectual pre-
mises of liberal environmentalism are false. That is not to 
say that environmentalism should not exist as an issue, but it 
should not be divorced from all other social problems. Such 
activism is based on recreating a pristine natural utopia, 
hostile to industrial development without taking into con-
sideration the developmental and human needs of the peo-
ple that inhabit such systems. Conveniently, for the liberal 
environmentalist, these utopias are largely clustered in the 
third world. 

The people of this world don’t matter; in fact, it would 
be better if they didn’t exist at all, which is why the Chagos-
sians can’t return, and which is why 20 million tribal peo-
ple have been displaced from their homes in the name 
of conservation throughout the third world in the last 10 
years. Where they do exist, they must be condemned to a 
stagnant existence in antiquated museum cultures (in the 
name of the environment). Hence, the insistence upon the 
precondition that the Chagossians act as ‘wardens’ of the 
environment on behalf of the environmentalists. The fact 
that the environmentalists themselves do not have to live 
in such a condition allows them the luxury of this perverse 
vision, itself designed to assuage the guilty conscience of the 
British liberal for living in a society with such a huge carbon 
footprint. To compensate, the third world must be denied 
industry and a footprint of its own.  It’s the type of environ-
mentalism that allows the tourist to vacation in pristine but 
hopelessly backward countries and return guilt-free to his 
own lifestyle that will sing paeans to trees and shrubs, that 
rails against pollution in China without asking who opens 
up factories there.  

The Chagossians should not allow the debate to be 
framed by such imperial environmentalism. They have a 
right to return to their land, no preconditions, no fi ne print; 
it’s a question of national self-determination. If the debate 
is shifted to the environment, it will be as Carlin ended his 
act: “The planet is fi ne, the people are screwed.” Indeed. 

ONE tends to look at one’s past 
education with a certain nostalgia.  
I can remember mine.  For the 
majority, education costs money.  
A good head on the shoulders is 
not enough.

Many of us have struggled 
to make ends meet and our pa-
rents have deprived themselves 
to fund our education.  Many still 
struggle today.  When I read about 
unruly children as young as four 
years old in Britain attack their 
teachers, I see the injustice in a 
world of the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-
nots’.  In comparison to other 
countries of lesser means, Britain 
provides a high class education in 
comfortable surroundings.  Pri-
mary education paid for by local 
government is almost half of the 
entire spending budgets.

This month Government fi -
gures show that fi fteen infant pu-
pils attack their teachers every day.  
This group of infants are between 
four and six.  Eighteen in the same 
age group are expelled daily for 
violent attacks on fellow pupils or 
for unacceptable or disruptive be-
haviour which includes using foul 
language to teachers.

The problems start in the 
home.  Poor standards of paren-
ting and teaching are responsible 
for what is considered as societal 
decay.  Far too often parents are 
struggling with the pressures of 
work and modern living and have 
little quality time with their chil-
dren.  Children are left to their own 
devices.  They watch adult rated te-

levision programmes or computer 
games.  Social skills such as inte-
raction and the basic art of conver-
sation are non-existent.  Many 
families have their meals whilst 
watching television.  If the children 
try to have a conversation the pa-
rents ask them to be quiet so that 
they can concentrate on viewing.  
The old adage: a family who eats 
together stay together, sadly, is of 
no value or signifi cance.  The Go-
vernment are trying to bring back 
the traditional sitting at the dining 
table so that families can talk to 
each other and bring back the art 
of conversation.

Research shows that the unruly 
behaviours of children are as a re-
sult of watching violent or adult 
rated fi lms on television.  In 2008 
and 2009 7,620 children between 
fi ve and ten were given fi xed-term 
expulsions.  In just two years this 
type of behaviour increased by a 
staggering 19 per cent. Suspensions 
included vandalism and, alarmingly, 
sexual misconduct and theft.

The counties of Hampshire, 
Kent, Hertfordshire and Birmin-
gham were singled out for the 
largest number of violent children.  
Expulsion could range from an 
afternoon to weeks.  The problem 
is so serious that Education Secre-
tary Michael Gove has brought out 
a White Paper setting out measures 
to enable teachers to discipline chil-
dren.  What is so disturbing is that 
this sort of behaviour is reported 
in children so young.  Teachers 
are often helpless to deal with be-

havioural problems because of the 
lack of support from both parents 
and senior management.

Earlier this month teachers at 
a school in Blackburn, Lancashire 
walked out of a High School be-
cause of lack of support from se-
nior management.  Children at the 
school staged a rebellion.  They 
challenged teachers to fi ghts, 
manhandling them and using 
foul language.  The high school is 
brand new with excellent facilities 
and costs the tax-payers £22 mil-
lion.  It was built under the Labour 
Government discredited “Building 
Schools for the Future” policy.   All 
1,150 pupils at the school have 
been without teachers.   All thirty-
one teachers walked out following 
a ballot of the National Union of 
Teachers members.

I have painted a rather gloomy 
picture of education in Britain, but I 
must say that this is in the minority.  
Education in this country remains 
at an excellent level.  Private and 
the old Public Schools remain the 
choice of many well-heeled parents 
both here and from over-seas.  I 
enjoyed my education in Mauritius 
because I did not want to disappoint 
my parents who were struggling to 
pay my school fees.  Teachers had 
good control of their classes.  Pu-
nishments dished out sometime 
were not proportional to the ‘crime’, 
but, like my mother still reminds me 
to this day: ‘It made a man of you.” 

 Mahmood SHAMTALLY

Surrey, UK 

Writing Home

Poor standards 
of parenting and 
teaching are 
responsible for 
school violence. 
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Queuing Theory

Press release ]

EDUCATION UK – Innovative, individual, inspirational 
MAURITIAN students wishing to 

study abroad will have the opportunity to 
fi nd out what the UK has to offer at the 
Career World 2011 Education Fair on 20 
& 21 May 2011 at Swami Vivekananda 
International Convention Centre, Pailles.

The British Council, working in par-
tnership with the Rotary Club of Grand 
Bay has organised the participation of 18 
major British Universities (see list below). 

The UK is one of the most popular 

destinations for international students, se-
cond only to the USA. It is estimated that 
there are now nearly half a million inter-
national students at UK universities and 
colleges. In 2010, close to 1,000 Mauri-
tian students chose the UK for their ter-
tiary studies. UK universities and colleges 
offer a world-class education. They have 
a reputation for quality and students gain 
recognised and respected qualifi cations.

The British Council will have its own 

stand at the fair to provide information about 
its training courses and its examinations ser-
vices, including IELTS (the International 
English Language Profi ciency Test which stu-
dents studying at English-medium universities 
are often required to take). The British High 
Commission which will also be present on Sa-
turday 21 May to provide information on visa 
application procedures to the UK.

Students attending the fair will be able 
to benefi t from a Rs 500 discount for the 

British Council’s new pre-university skills 
course. This highly interactive 20 hour 
course aims to develop the academic and 
interpersonal skills essential for effective 
study at university. It will give students a 
head start as they embark on their new 
life at university. Topics covered include: 
study skills, academic writing, critical 
thinking and presentation skills. 

The British Council

I was restless. This guy and 
I, were seated in different sofas 
across the room, quasi-equi-
distant from the mobile phone 
technician serving another cus-
tomer. I was on the edge of my 
seat, ready to claim my due to 
be served before him, because 
I came in fi rst – at least I be-
lieve so! But my torment trans-
formed into relief (and some 
embarrassment) when he gave 
me a slight nod, which among 
men, can translate into copious 
conversation: “No worries ami-
go, relax. I know you were fi rst, 
and you are rightfully next.” I 
hardly had the time to nod back 
in pretence that I am cool and 
it did not really matter to me, 
when this woman just walks in 
straight to the nirvana of ser-
vice. She was actually oblivious 
of her faux-pas, and I was rest-
less again.

So, when I was asked to 
queue up for customer support 
at the Mauritius Revenue Au-
thority offi ce,  I was not ready 
for yet another survival-of-
the-fi ttest (with a good dose of 
randomness) queuing regime, 
especially with the impending 
tax burden. But it was as smooth 
as driving through Port Louis 
on Sunday night. This polite 
guy stood at the right place and 
through a simple question gave 
me a ticket that was a triage for 
the right counter. I was seated 
comfortably in front of a display 
and waited serenely for my num-
ber to appear. Furthermore, my 
query was answered, politely and 
properly, by a lady with a smile. 
It went so smoothly that I was 
happy I paid my taxes. Well al-
most.

To me, the queuing method 
to greet customers refl ects a lot 
on the organization. So, it came 
with no surprise when I received 
excellent service from MRA 

– convenient online taxes, pro-
per information on the phone, 
service through email.  This is 
unfortunately an exception.  In 
so many organizations, public 
and private, you walk in and you 
have no clue how to proceed, 
when, by whom and in what or-
der you will be served. The most 
obvious queuing discipline is 
First In First Out (or First Come 
First Served), and sometimes the 
highest priority fi rst. But I have 
come across bizarre queuing re-
gimes (or lack of). Serve the lou-
dest fi rst, serve the cutest fi rst, 
or the worst I have encountered: 
after lining up for 10-15 minutes 
to pay an electricity bill, the re-
maining queue was told to come 
back in 30 minutes, because it 
was lunchtime!

Queuing has a complete 
theory, since it can be a little 
more complicated than the self-
assembled formation for “dal-
puri” at lunchtime. Queuing is 
studied mathematically to ana-
lyze queuing processes (arrive, 
wait, served and depart), and 
evaluate performance of the 
strategy of providing service: 
how long you have to wait on 
average, or how many custo-
mers are served in a given pe-
riod of time. 

Optimum model
It is applied in telecommu-

nications, traffi c engineering, 
call centers, computer operating 
systems, as well as shops, offi ces, 
and hospitals.  The most famous 

formalization of queuing was 
by David Kendall, who in 1953 
developed a notation to describe 
queue characteristics like arrival 
time distribution, service time 
distribution, the number of ser-
vers, etc.  

Developing the optimum 
queuing model is by no means 
easy, especially since, in most 
systems, the arrivals in the 
queue can be random (or 
stochastic) and the interval 
between arrivals can be inde-
pendent (referred to a Poisson 
process). This uncertainty 
makes it challenging to mathe-
matically (or through compu-
ter simulation) develop the best 
method. 

One of the laudable initia-
tives by our health ministry 

was to stagger arrival times in 
our hospitals. We can only wish 
that someday our keepers of 
justice will realize how unfair 
(and unproductive) it is to call 
everybody at the same time to 
the court. 

Mathematical formalisms 
are sometimes useful, but in the 
fi rst place, some common sense 
and attention to detail can bring 
a huge improvement in quality 
and fairness of service. Some 
discipline from queue makers 
would be nice too, like Brits for 
instance, who are well-known 
for queuing enthusiasm. As 
George Mikes puts it, even if 
alone, an Englishman forms an 
orderly queue of one. 

Kreshna GOPAL, Ph.D.
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It has been almost a decade since 
Al Qaeda launched the massive 
attack that shook the US and the 
whole world. With the US econo-
my recovering shakily, Obama’s 
re-election for a second term as 
president seemed like a farfetched 
possibility.  However, the recent 
gunning down of the world’s 
most wanted man may swing 
the trend in Obama’s favour. As 
CNN had rightly said, the world 
had held its breath since the hunt 
began, and had been waiting to 
hear those blessed words. Apart 
from the relief that this announce-
ment triggered, the global fi nan-
cial market was also pretty much 
shaken up. Questions will be asked 
on whether oil prices will subside 
in light of the fall of Al Qaeda’s 
leader. It is interesting to fi rst un-
derstand how Al Qaeda controlled 
oil prices. Al Qaeda had made it 
crystal clear that they would aim 
at hurting the American economy. 
Numerous attempts to destroy oil 
pipelines and refi neries caused oil 
prices to infl ate causing a global 
ripple effect. 
Saudi Arabia’s energy infrastruc-
ture was targeted on more than 
one occasion, and a  memorable 
example was the 2006 attempted 
truck bomb attack on the Arabic 
complex, which happens to be the 
world’s largest processing facility. 
Reports had also suggested that 
the terrorist group would be taking 
advantage of the recent unrest in 
Yemen to plot new attacks targe-
ting Saudi Arabia, causing further 
spikes in oil prices. Al Qaeda un-
deniably remains a threat despite 
the killing of Bin Laden, who was 
a rallying point for that ideology. 
The day after the announcement 
in fact saw oil prices falling by 
more than a dollar.
While it has to be acknowledged 
that Bin Laden’s death will open 
new vistas  for the US dollar they 
will only be short lived. As goes 
the adage the bull markets climb 
a wall of worry. This implies that 
the market will continue to climb 
despite any turmoil it may fi nd it-
self in. Consideration of empirical 
evidence aids us in understanding 
the long term effects of the current 
political situation on the dollar.
From 1982 to 2000, when the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average soa-
red from 777 to above 11,000, the 
world was embroiled in all sorts of 
worries. There were the infl ation 
pressures, the collapse of the eas-
tern bloc, the savings & loan crisis, 
the Mexican peso crisis and the 
long term capital collapse of 1998. 
Throughout all this, equity prices 
kept climbing. The same theory 
also applies to downward cycles. 
With all the reasons pushing to 
a purchase of the dollar in recent 
years, with the fi nancial crisis of 

2008, and the euro crisis of 2010, 
both of which triggered a fl ight 
to the US Currency, the dollar 
has continued on its long term 
downward trend.
There have been fervent calls for 
a rally for the dollar. The Middle 
Eastern crisis cited by many would 
act as the catalyst causing the main 
spark for an investment fl ight to-
wards safety, which is the dollar. 
There have also been widespread 
suggestions that the US economy 
in the light of the tax cuts of late 
2010 would benefi t from a GDP 
growth of three per cent, at least 
in the short term. Some argue 
that the euro crisis will show its 
ugly head again. I personally think 
this will not curb the downward 
trend of the currency ; the dollar 
will continue to lose 9-10% against 
the major basket of currencies. 
One reason is that, the US is 
expected to have  nearly 10% 
GDP defi cit in 2011, compara-
tively higher than that expected 
from any other western govern-
ment, including the UK, Spain, 
Portugal and even Greece (if its 
austerity measures pay off). This 
defi cit would therefore put more 
pressure on the US in danger of 
losing its reserve-dollar status. The 
crises faced by states like Califor-
nia, Michigan and Wisconsin will 
put further pressure on the US 
dollar in 2011.
Despite the continuous calls for 
a dollar rally, I expect that the US 
currency is going to continue its 
bear market (9-10 % downfall in 
2011) and move lower against 
other major world currencies. We 
can expect US markets to ab-
sorb the shocking news for equity 
and bonds, with equity markets 
already overbought or overvalued 
by 41%, market consolidation in 
the short term will turn into a pull 
back in the long run.-It is prema-
ture to assume and speculate on 
how Arab markets will respond 
as the situation is still quite uncer-
tain and prices of commodities, in 
particular oil, will pull back in the 
short run with the dollar moving 
up. Other commodities are also 
expected to take the back seat as 
upsurge continues.

 ivnez@my.wales.ac.uk

SO profound a mind as that 
of Albert Einstein could not have 
remained indifferent to mysti-
cism, that region of inquiry as 
to the ultimate one which we, as 
sentient beings endowed with the 
rational and discursive mind, can 
reach. His was a mind that went 
beyond the mere sublunary or 
nomothetic level to penetrate that 
mystical one, at least to sense it in 
one degree or another.

Dan Brown in his bestseller, 
The Lost Symbol, has one charac-
ter quoting Einstein, “That which 
is impenetrable to us really exists. 
Behind the secrets of nature re-
mains something subtle, intangible 
and inexplicable. Veneration for this 
force beyond anything that we can 
comprehend is my religion.”

In another book, I Believe, 
which includes the credos of 
nineteen personal philosophies 
such as those of Bertrand Rus-
sell, Jules Romains and others, 
Albert Einstein avers, “The most 

beautiful thing we can experience 
is the mystical. It is the source of 
all true art and science. He to 
whom this emotion is a stranger, 
who can no longer pause to won-
der and stand rapt in awe, is as 
good as dead: his eyes are closed. 
The insight into the mystery of 
life, coupled though it may be 
with fear, has also given rise to 
religion.” Einstein further adds 
that the mystical has manifested 
itself as the highest wisdom and 
the most radiant beauty. To him, 
“this knowledge, this feeling, is at 
the centre of true religiousness. In 
this sense, and in this sense only, 
I belong in the ranks of devoutly 
religious men”.

Now, to some readers, the likely 
question is: what is this matter of 
mysticism? Mysticism is self-reali-
sation, a direct and objective contact 
with transcendental reality. From 
the Chinese Lao-tzu to the modern 
mystic, independently of clime and 
time, they seem to have spoken with 

one voice. The genuine mystic does 
not claim any superiority whatsoe-
ver; he is simple, practical and often 
virtuous in character. LOVE is a 
central teaching of the mystics; to 
them, love is the sublime and ener-
gising factor.

All the same, mysticism does 
not lend itself easily to defi nition. 
It is neither occultism, euphoria, 
visions, revelations, erudition, rap-
tures or any psycho-physical phe-
nomena. It is simply an experience 
showing man what he essentially 
is. To Plotinus, it is “the fl ight of 
the alone to the Alone”, and in the 
Upanishadic phraseology, it is a 
knowledge “other than the known 
and above the unknown”.

Most of the seers, philoso-
phers, prophets, some poets and 
scientifi c people have drawn their 
inspiration, in varying degrees, 
from this mystical source. Albert 
Einstein was no exception.

Ahmad BABOO

Albert Einstein and mysticism

NO point in dilly dallying, 
Mauritius is sinking. This bold 
statement from a 
young politician 
certainly makes 
a point, to which 
I agree. But this 
is where it stops. 
His thoughts, however, 
come to me as no surprise, co-
ming from a youth whose life has 
been spent in this beautiful socia-
list-woven country. But make no 
mistake, our worries do not stem 
from a capitalist ideology but 
from a lack of it. Let us start with 
the most ignorant, intellectually 
dishonest claim that capitalism is 
in perfect health in our country. 
Whatever you want to call that 
hybrid economic system we have 
in our country, it certainly isn’t 
capitalism. A couple of notes 
from my college economics text-
book reveal that, in a free market, 
there exists no centralized power 
interfering in the country’s eco-
nomy. To be clear, let us take the 
defi nition of a capitalist society 
from the controversial philoso-
pher Ayn Rand, who dedicated 
her life to exposing the deep fl aws 
of a socialist system. She ex-
plains: “When I say ‘capitalism’, 
I mean a full, pure, uncontrolled, 
unregulated laissez-faire capita-
lism—with a separation of state 
and economics, in the same way 
and for the same reasons as the 
separation of state and church”. 
Hopefully that shall be clear 
enough. Capitalism has never 
existed and I suspect never will.

Ayn Rand: “The concept of 
competition enforced by law is a 
grotesque contradiction in terms.”

 The young guy then goes 
on to propose the laughable idea 
that the government should break 
monopolies. Again, such imper-
fections only exist as a result of a 
government. Only governments 
can impose direct barriers to 
entry such as legislation, subsi-
dies and special grants. Think 
about the capitalist system and 
it is not diffi cult to see why mo-
nopolies, oligopolies and the likes 
cannot exist. Should a company 
be making enormous profi ts from 
a sector, it shall soon see the ar-
rival of competitors who would 
be willing to get on the act. Na-
turally, it might take some time to 
dislodge the market leader but if 
a truly innovative and meaning-
ful product is offered, there are 
no forces that would be able to 
stop the organization. Think Fa-

cebook vs MySpace. As a matter 
of fact, Silicon Valley might be the 
only place where capitalism gets a 
small chance to breathe. Wealth in 
a capitalist society is the product 
of a man’s ability to think and not 
having the “right” connections to 
obtain concessions from the go-
vernment.  

Finally, it is his contention 
that wealth should be redistribu-
ted more equally. What is more 
equally? How do you decide 
and gauge whether someone is 
getting too much and the other 
not enough? What do we do if 
one billion people in China can 
perform your job? Is the solution 
taxing those smart enough to 
have been productive and who, 
in the process, have improved 
the lives of their compatriots ?(I 
am of course speaking here of 
genuine entrepreneurs and not 
those who benefi t from the right 
connections) Isn’t that the wrong 
message to send? It is a pitiful so-
ciety indeed if we have started to 
blame the rich for being too rich. 
He even questions whether that 
should go through ‘constitutional 
reforms to reclaim land to achieve 
self-suffi ciency in terms of food’. 
This is beyond socialism. It is 
simply dictatorship à la Mugabe.

What he wants is not “a way 
forward”. He wants a command 
economy, the visible hand, the 
shackles of the Soviet Union – 
and the accompanying failure. 
Ugly species those socialists are! 

Kunaal Beenessreesingh

In Defence of Capitalism

Wall Street - the fi nancial heart 
of NewYork.

Al Quaeda, oil and currencies

 Ivnez



THIS year’s Anzac day trib-
ute comes ninety six years to 
the day since the Gallipoli in-
vasion by Australian and New 
Zealand Corps. To maintain a 
tradition that began on April 
the 25th 1916, all the major 
Australian cities followed a 
pattern of formal commemora-
tion well-known to generations 
of Aussies; keen to remember 
the spirit  the young diggers 
showed on the distant shores 
of Turkey. Widely recognized 
as the most powerful symbol 
of nationhood, Gallipoli is un-
equivocally believed to have 
forged the nation's character 
and identity.

Linked to the Great War, 
the Anzacs chronicles set off 
in 1914 when Britain declared 
war on a new unifi ed Germany. 
Urged by the Russian Tsar to 
open up a new battle front (at 
a time when Russia was being 
hammered by the Germans) the 
British stratagem was to embark 
on a naval offensive in the Dar-
danelles against the Ottoman 
Empire allies of the Germans. 

The idea was to force the 
Germans to rally round the poor-
ly rated Turkish army. However 
the ability of the Turks proved 
to be more than a handful as the 
Allied forces endured an em-
barrassing naval rout. Forced to 
retreat, Britain reorganised its 
naval fl eet in Alexandria and 

launched a land battle. At the be-
hest of the British, Australia and 
New Zealand troops landed in 
Gallipoli with the unwavering in-
tention of disrupting the Turkish 
line of defence. But they were to 
be deceived as they were forced to 
cling on to their precarious posi-
tions facing the narrowness of the 
beach and the steepness of the 
cliffs under persevering Ottoman 
assaults. In the end this odious 
military surge led to the death of 
thousands of Australians.

It was in the midst of this 
legendary military defeat that 
the ANZACs showed great 
heroism, character, camarade-
rie and the willingness to fi ght 
against all the odds - features of 
a heroic defeat which was em-
braced as the virtues of 
the new commonwealth 
and defi ned what it 

meant to be an Aussie. 
But while Gallipoli occupies 

such a special place among Aus-
tralians, a group of distinguished 
historians have mounted a 
rather vigorous critique against 
embracing the 25th April as the 
focus for national self defi nition.  

Marilyn Lake of Latrobe 
University has been emphatic 
on the subject and deplores 
that the ANZAC story is be-
ing transformed into a sacred 
myth through a deliberate dis-
tortion the history of Gallipoli. 
An observation espoused by 
Mark McKenna co-author of 
the book ‘What’s wrong with 
the Anzac?’ accusing political 
leaders throughout the political 
spectrum of actively promoting 
Gallipoli into a rather pernicious 
myth. Such sensitive assertion 
is to many observers, lifting the 
veil on a seemingly untouchable 
element of the national identity. 

Among the many conten-
tious dilemmas that the com-
memoration of ANZAC appears 
to entail, seasoned commenta-
tors for instance have empha-
sised on the imperial context 
of Gallipoli, stressing that the 
ANZAC military adventurism 
was out of loyalty to the Mother-

land – a trend which started 
at the end of the nineteen 
century.   (to be continued)

Benji MOOTOO
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Nad SIVARAMEN “Great heroism, 
character, 

camaraderie and 
the willingness 
to fi ght against 
all the odds.”

ANZAC splits Australia…

The sexual adventures of Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Dominique Strauss-Kahn (DSK) are making 
this week’s headlines. If sex and power are common 
themes in both stories, the contexts vary. In the case of 

the former Mr Universe, he has acknowledged that he fathered 
a lovechild before he became the Governor of California. As a 
US politician, this may impact on Arnold’s public image (es-
pecially as he likes to present himself as a strong advocate of 
family values) but as a Hollywood star it may simply restart 
his dormant career. On the other hand, both from a criminal 
standpoint and an international relations’ perspective, DSK’s 
affair is way more serious; the head of the International Mon-
etary Fund was arrested by the New York police on sexual 
assault charges on a working class lady with a West African 
background. 

Sex scandals involving prominent fi gures are a recurring 
feature in world affairs and people always speculate on the 
underlying reasons. In the US, Bill Clinton and Tiger Woods 
remain the most commented cases lately. However sexual 
issues involving public fi gures have always been around. In 
earlier days of American history, founding fathers like Alex-
ander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson were also accused of 
misbehavior but at that time information was not as power-
ful as it is today. 

There is one common trend though which cuts across 
time : top politicians are secure in their own belief that they 
will get away with sex crimes. Probably most do, especially 
in France as opposed to the US.

But DSK did not have this luck. His treatment at the hands of 
the US justice system is sending shock waves throughout France. 
The gap separating the US and France in terms of moral codes 
and justice systems seems to be “as wide as the Atlantic ocean.” 

The images of  a handcuffed DSK on the notorious perp walk 
knocked the breath out of the French public. According to the 
fi rst French opinion poll since DSK was arrested, a majority of 
French people think he was set up because he represents a direct 
threat to Nicolas Sarkozy in the upcoming presidential election. 
Conspiracy theorists are trying to put the pieces together. In 
France, because of his stature, Strauss-Kahn  would probably 
not be sitting in a notorious jail right now on a suicide watch. 
But to Americans, the images of DSK were nothing special, just 
another perp walk. 

Antoine Garapon, who authored the book “To judge in 
America and in France”, points out that “the French people ac-
cept many more moral transgressions of their president, of their 
political class, of their elite. There is something ... a bit aristocratic 
in French moral and legal culture.”

Many French journalists concede nowadays that the Strauss-
Kahn case has led to serious soul-searching in France. Questions 
are being raised on whether they should have more strongly pur-
sued rumours about Strauss-Kahn’s womanizing. “In France, 
we have a tendency to treat this lightly.”

On the world scene, the DSK affair has a different mean-
ing. BRICS countries are calling on the International Mon-
etary Fund to choose someone from the developing world 
to head the IMF. Angela Merkel, while recognizing the need 
to fully refl ect the voices of all countries, still believes that 
Europe, because of its current fi nancial crisis, should head  
the IMF. But China disagrees. 

If Arnold’s come-back on the world scene is expected, the 
odds for DSK’s ‘Hasta la Vista’ are quite low…unless there is evi-
dence that he was set up. But this is more Hollywood than reality. 

Sex, culture 
and politics

The Anzac heroes 
have an important 
place in Australian 
folklore.
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Jean Marc Harel

 It was with profound sadness that I heard 
of the passing away of Jean-Marc Harel. He 
was a man with a big heart. Beyond the great 
visionary who helped in taking Mauritian 
know-how across the world, beyond his im-
mense contribution to the country’s develop-
ment, I shall keep the memory of a man with 
a profound sense of social justice, who was 
always attentive to poverty.

 In a world where the spheres of fi nance and 

business seem distant from human distress, 
Jean-Marc was the example of a man who was 
always very sensitive to the pain of others.

 I present my own sincere condolences, as 
well as those of my government to his wife, Ma-
rilyn, his children and relatives.

 With Jean-Marc Harel’s demise, Mauritius 
has lost a true patriot and an exceptional man. 

Dr Navinchandra Ramgoolam
Prime minister 

Obituary

It would be apposite on this 
solemn occasion to give thanks 
to the good Lord for bringing in 
our path great men and women 
of exceptional qualities. I fi rst 
met him in the mid 70’s. And 
for more than three decades I 
have had the privilege of appre-
ciating the full measure of the 
man. His kindness, his compas-
sion and his generosity always 
overpowered his occasionally 
high octane - some would say 
Vesuvian - temper !

There are so many examples 
of how Jean Marc regularly stood 
by         people during the most 
trying moments of their lives. That 
is the greatness of the man: he 
always found time for everyone 
else but himself. But then should we 

really be surprised ?  That’s the stuff 
he and his close relatives are made 
of. Caring seems to be a dominant 
gene in their DNA: we just have to 
take stock of the social engagements 
of Père Alain, Père Jacques, Mari-
lyn, Robin, and Jeanine !!  They care 
– not out of compulsion but out of 
conviction !! 

Jason, Marc and Nathalie will 
have a tough act to follow. We all 
know how Jean Marc unlocked the 
aspirations of many young people 
by opening up the windows of 
opportunities to all regardless of 
race, creed or colour ! We all know 
how he helped shape the destiny of 
many of our citizens ! 

We shall always remember Jean 
Marc as one of the visionaries who 
defi ned the tenor of our time -The 

guru with unyielding energy;the 
guru with a fascinating sense of 
purpose in life; and the indefati-
gable guru with a relentless passion 
in everything he undertook.

No one will ever steal Jean 
Marc’s dream for the country he 
loved so much with every single 
fi bre of his body and soul ! His 
beloved island where he hoped 
that one day the sun will rise for 
each and every one !

His beloved island where, as 
he said, we should never allow the 
bank of justice to go bankrupt.
Thank you Jean Marc for blessing 
us with your friendship ! Farewell 
Brother. May God Almighty bless 
your soul !

Kailash RUHEE

Tributes to Jean-Marc Harel
Jean-Marc and I have 

known each other since our 
youth in Quatre Bornes. 

I then had the privilege 
of working with him for 
more than 30 years. During 
those years, through several 
business trips we made to-
gether, a strong friendship 
grew between us. 

Jean Marc was an excep-
tional man. He had extraor-
dinary willpower and energy. 
When he set a goal, he was 
determined to see it through 
and nothing could stop him. 
“Whatever happens, never 
give up,” he said. 

With Robin, he deve-
loped De Chazal Du Mée, 
by introducing new services, 
such as consulting which was 
still unheard of in Mauritius. 
And still with Robin, at the 
end of the 70s, he travelled 
throughout Africa, searching 
for new markets. At that 
time, Mauritius was fairly 
unknown on the African 
continent and Jean Marc was 
a pioneer of regional deve-
lopment. Thanks to his per-
severance and hard work, the 
fi rm is now fi rmly implanted 
in the African region, with 
offi ces in many countries. 

He believed in training, 
which he saw as a means to 
equip the fi rm with the best 
competencies. These training 
programmes gave birth to 
the DCDM Business Scho-
ol, which is today the Charles 
Telfair Institute. 

When new perspectives 
for the country’s economic 
development came up with 
the fi nancial offshore ser-
vices, DCDM was one of 
the pioneers. Jean Marc knew 
how to motivate his collea-
gues and he was a source of 
inspiration for all. He knew 
how to recognise talent and 
enabled many people to have 
successful careers. The many 
stories we have heard show 
the infl uence that he had on 
the lives of young professio-
nals. His contribution to the 
development of Mauritius 
was immense and as a mark 
of gratitude he received 
the title of GOSK on 12th 
March 1995. 

Aside from his professio-
nal competence, Jean Marc 

had great human qualities. 
He had a loveable persona-
lity. He was a man with a big 
heart, always ready to help 
those in diffi culty. His spon-
taneity, enthusiasm, determi-
nation and frankness always 
struck those who met him. 
He treated everyone, big and 
small with the same respect. 
True, his anger was terrible, 
but most of the time, it was 
followed with laughter, like 
the sun after a thunderstorm. 
His contagious laughter will 
always be remembered and 
put everyone at ease. 

Dear Jean Marc, on 
behalf of all the staff and 
partners of De Chazal Du 
Mée, and in my own name, 
I would like to express our 
gratitude for everything you 
have accomplished and all 
that you have been for us. 
You will always be in our me-
mories and you will continue 
to inspire future generations. 

To Marilyn, Marc, Ja-
son and Nathalie, to Robin, 
Jacques, Janine and Alain, 
and to the whole family, we 
offer our sincere condolences 
and friendship. 

Jacques POUGNET

Expressions of sympathy from all corners of Mauritius are the greatest proof of the respect and 
affection enjoyed by Jean-Marc Harel who died last week. 

Jean-Marc Harel 
(centre)with (from left 
to right) his son Ja-
son, his wife Marilyn, 
his daughter Nathalie 
and  his son Marc.



This delightfully caffeinated expression refers to a person who’s not choosy. A bit like Dominic Strauss-Kahn whose philosophy seems to be: 
“Where there’s a skirt, there’s a fl irt…and much more”. 
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Dan so kafé pena triaz – he/she’s not picky 

Kreol korner]

THE Humour Mauricien 2011 show 
organised by Immedia last weekend was a 
good initiative. We do need to give Mauri-
tian humorists a chance to show their ta-
lents, which range from acting to stand-up 
comedy to imitations. The fact that the MGI 
auditorium in Moka last Friday was almost 
full shows that the public was more than wil-
ling to give local comedy its due. But while 
people did laugh at the sketches and stories 
unfolding on stage, the rapport between the 
comedians and the audience did not always 

fl ow smoothly. The main problem was the 
lack of interaction, which meant that most of 
the time, the audience was the passive reci-
pient of jokes and stories thrown at it.

Some of the jokes and storylines were 
funny, but certain performances were simply 
confusing – either through a lack of clarity of 
speech, or due to issues with the acoustics. 
Echoes in the microphones sometimes made 
the words particularly hard to understand, 
especially when the speech came from male 
actors using falsetto voices. At other times, 

the comedians seemed to be concentrating 
more on each other than on the audience. 

It is nevertheless true that Mauritians 
have a unique sense of humour. Comedy, 
in Kreol, creates a wonderful sense of be-
longing amongst Mauritians, since there 
is no other language that can translate the 
nuances of a joke told in our mother tongue. 
But somehow, the performances failed to 
make me feel like I was part of something 
bigger – a united crowd transported by our 
common experiences because we belong to 

one society. Dropping spoons and slapstick 
comedy don’t always hit home. Comedy 
that can have you howling with laughter is 
often the kind that provides a refl ection of 
your own quirks. The more you identify with 
a funny situation, the more it will make you 
laugh. A good start nevertheless… We do 
have comic talent in Mauritius. Next time, 
maybe, take the jokes to a higher level, and 
bring them a bit closer to home. 

Melissa Louis

Humour Mauricien

Home is where the laughter is


