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Editorial ]

We did not have the opportunity to savour Mrs. Patil’s 
decoration at the University of Mauritius last week as 
the ceremony was overshadowed by an unexpected inci-
dent: Aurore Perraud grabbing the headlines through her 

comments and tears after she was prevented from walking on the red 
carpet and sitting next to her PPS colleagues. We are not insensitive to 
Mrs. Perraud’s tears. People have a different physical and psychological 
pain threshold and we fully sympathize. We have never had the privilege 
of wiping our shoes on a red carpet but we can make the difference 
between a red carpet rolled out by the diplomatic service and a carpet 
which happens to be red and which is thrown in by the University of 
Mauritius. Had Mrs. Perraud done her homework, she would have 
avoided herself a lot of embarrassment and would have avoided the 
country such a bitter polemic.  She would also have sat where her posi-
tion entitles her to sit. Rising from obscurity and being propelled to 
a high position should not stop one from being humble enough to 
realize that sitting in the Legislative Assembly does not entitle one to 
ALL privileges. The protocol is an international convention and if our 
MPs are going to cry every time they are not allowed to ignore it, then 
it should perhaps be scrapped. 

How an incident about a carpet and a mishandled seating ar-
rangement turned into a racist polemic involving the Voice of Hindu 
and the Creole sectarian groups is honestly beyond the grasp of any 
rational mind. If Aurore Perraud found in the humiliating incident 
an opportunity to at last introduce herself to the public and talk 
about her hairstyle, good on her. We are not, however, inclined to 
follow her in giving a racist slant to the incident. 

What I am incensed by is how some politicians use every oppor-
tunity to gain political mileage. We, thus, suddenly have an MP who 
has sacrifi ced her “children, family, career and entire life” to serve the 
underprivileged; a rather inaccurate description of sitting idly in parlia-
ment for a few hours a week and travelling business class at the expense 
of the taxpayer. Claiming that she has devoted herself to “defending the 
cause of equality and social justice” goes against her own statement that 
what she has done so far is accept one public humiliation after another, 
a price she must have found small enough to pay for frequent overseas 
joyrides and drawing a salary for warming up her place in the silent 
obscurity of the back benches of parliament. 

But putting the drama of the awful shame of the sacrifi ced career 
aside, someone who entered the National Assembly through the com-
munal back door as a ‘best loser’ can ill-afford to stand  against discrimi-
nation with such blatant hypocrisy. Some incompetent person may have 
erred by directing Aurore Perraud to a seat reserved for a PPS which 
she is not entitled to sit on, but defl ecting the issue to one of race and 
hairstyle and trying to appear as a martyr is equally wrong. Mrs. Peraud 
is free to wear the hairstyle she wants, and to give her the compliment 
she has desperately been fi shing for, we fi nd it rather attractive. But 
brazenly grabbing the opportunity to make the incident a racial battle 
is ill-advised and we would be wrong to fan such fl ames.  It is dangerous 
for the country. It is unbecoming of an MP.

weekly@lexpress.mu

From silent obscurity 
to outrageous fame

  Cader SAYED-HOSSEN
“We do not believe in 

dispossessing people of their 
assets or of their wealth”

by Touria PRAYAG

Osama Bin Laden 

The Man 
and the Myth
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THE State Trading Corpo-
ration (STC) remains one of 
the most unpopular parastatals 
on the island. Its ill-conceived 
hedging schemes have quite jus-
tiÞ ably earned it acrimony. Calls 
for the dissolution of the body 
have been a constant theme 
running through newspapers by 
various opinion-makers. The fact 
remains, however, that because a 
demand is popular and repeated 
oft-enough doesnÕt necessarily 
make it right. The logic, behind 
which the organisation was set 
up, mismanagement aside, re-
mains as valid as ever. 

At present, the STC is res-
ponsible for importing all the 
petroleum used on the island 
since 1985. It is one of the ma-
jor importers of cement (33% 
in 2006), ration rice, ß our and 
the total requirement of lique-
Þ ed petroleum gas (LPG). The 
reason for the setting up and 
progressively increasing the 
share of the STC in importing 

these basic necessities was to 
discourage the emergence of a 
situation where these are mo-

nopolised by the private sector. 
The behaviour of our importers 
(and exporters), and their selÞ sh 

tunnel vision when it comes to 
policy proposals such as cur-
rency devaluation and their total 
disregard for the ever-shrinking 
purchasing power of the people, 
has only further justiÞ ed the 
concerns which mandated the 
creation of the STC in the Þ rst 
place.  This is one of the reasons 
why the calls for the dissolution 
of the STC seem to be near-uni-
versal and why the private sector 
importers, for whom the STC is 
a major competitor, gleefully rub 
their hands with joy. 

One can disagree with the 
way the STC is run, criticise 
poor decision-making and the 
ineptitude of the political nomi-
nees running it like a Þ efdom. 
The argument should be  about 
how to better run it. Getting rid 
of the STC and making the im-
portation the sole preserve of 
the private sector will only make 
a bad situation even worse. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Festival in 
China-
town

The 7th edi-
tion of the 
Chinatown 
Food and 
Cultural Fes-
tival will take place all 
day on Saturday 7th and Sun-
day 8th May. Snacks and res-
taurants in Chinatown will offer 
a wide variety of dishes. There 
will be several cultural shows, 
and even a Little Miss China-
town Contest. 

Salon de la Maison 
et du Jardin

Find everything you need 
for your home and garden 
at the Salon de la Maison, at 
Swami Vivekananda in Pailles 
from Friday 6th to Monday 9th 
May, from 10am to 7pm. A free 
shuttle will be available from 
Victoria Bus Station. Entrance 
to the fair costs Rs 30 for adults 
and Rs 15 for children. 

Soul of the World
Soul of the World perfor-

mances will take place on Fri-
day 6th and Sunday 8th May 
at La Citadelle in Port Louis, at 
7pm. The trilingual show brings 
together many talented actors, 
singers and dancers. Tickets 

cost Rs 500. 
Call Otayo on 

466 9999 for 
reservations. 
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Week at a glance ]

Where are your children?
Thought 
for the Day]
Do not fear to be 
eccentric in opinion, 
for every opinion 
now accepted was 
once eccentric.”

  Bertrand Russell

State Trading Corporation: 
Popular doesn’t mean right

IT is impossible, as children grow 
up, to keep track of what they are doing 
and how responsible they are being at all 
times. Truancy in our secondary schools 
is therefore not a surprising problem but 
it has taken on alarming proportions. So 
if technology could come to your rescue 
with the offer of an SMS alert telling you if 
your child has bunked school, why would 
you refuse?  Yet, over 2000 parents have 
still not signed up for the SMS alert ser-
vice, which is meant to be tested on a pilot 
basis this year. The system will certainly 
need a lot of Þ ne-tuning but proper tes-
ting would require the full backing of all 
parents concerned. Are they too busy to 
sign up or are they too conÞ dent that the 
problem does not concern their children? 
The problem of truancy will not go away 
on its own but we may be able to prevent 
it from worsening if we start picking up 
the pieces now. 

 The Child Development Unit has al-
so been in the limelight over the past few 
weeks for a number of reasons, ranging 
from cases of a child forgotten in a hospi-
tal, to that of run-away teenagers. And while 
Þ ngers have been pointing at the CDU, the 
unit has said that it is overwhelmed by the 
number of cases it has to deal with Ð 6000 
in 2010 only. As one of the main institutions 
dealing with childcare, itÕs not surprising 

that people will be quick to judge it. But 
what about the institution really meant to 
foster a protective environment for a child? 
The family unit. Imagine the signiÞ cance of 
having 6000 cases of neglected and abused 
children. Thousands of parents have not li-
ved up to their responsibilities and, in the 
worst of cases, caused great danger to their 
children. Government institutions are here 
to support the population but how much 

can you expect from an understaffed ofÞ ce 
when parents are not responsible for their 
own children? The art of parenting does not 
always come naturally. ItÕs one of the big-
gest challenges a person may have to face 
but, if all goes well, it is one of the most 
rewarding - and the key to the safeguard of 
future generations. 

Melissa LOUIS

Events ]

Open to temptation - truancy from school is a growing problem in the country.

Calls to dissolve the STC are motivated not just by outrage at the way it's 
run, but also by private importers eager to see a competitor disappear.  

in 

edi-
he 
n 
d 
Fes-

nts ]

ise 
he 

mi-
m. 

out 
rid 
m-
of 
ke 

N

Call Otayo
466 9999 
reservation

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stephane B

L
IB

R
A

R
Y

 PH
O

T
O



Insert N° 3 • Friday 6 May  2011 ]Q U I C K R E A D ] l’expressp.29

Robert Fisk, 
Award-winning British 

Journalist and Middle East 
expert:“I think Osama Bin 
Laden lost his relevancy a 

long time ago. If the Ameri-
cans had killed him a year 
or two after 9/11, some of 
the breast beating that’s 
going on in the United 

States might have 
been relevant.”

Danrajsingh Aubeeluck, 
leader Parti Malin :
“Mauritians should eat 

lobster at home instead of 
eating chicken which was 

slaughtered 40 days before 
and which causes all sorts 

of diseases.”

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

Photos of the week

In true tradition, the 
1st of May meetings were a 
battle of crowds and words, 
as the main political blocs 
tried to outshine each other. 
The Alliance de l’Avenir, in 
Vacoas and the Alliance du 
Coeur, in Port Louis both 
attracted reasonably large 
crowds, although both sides 
insist that theirs was the 
largest. This annual argu-
ment is never really resolved. 
This year, orators on both 
sides criticized the opposite 
bloc gleefully, and praised the 
achievements of their own 
parties liberally. The trade 
unions, on the other hand, 
were not fortunate enough 
to attract the crowds, a tes-
timony to how much the ral-
lies have become all folklore 
and little interest in workers’ 
rights. The highlight of 1st of 
May was defi nitely the mee-
ting held by the leader of the 
Parti Malin in Curepipe. 
Not forgetting his famous 
catch phrase, “Parti Malin 
pé dire…”, Danrajsingh Au-
beeluck came forward with 
the most outrageous state-
ments, culminating in some 
shirt-tearing antics. 
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There will 
be blood

Nothing is ever as it seems in politics. Na-
vin Ramgoolam and Paul Bérenger are 
at each other’s throats? It can only mean 
one thing: they’re paving the way for a La-

bour-MMM coalition. You think that sounds unli-
kely? Think again. It might not happen now, it might 
not happen tomorrow but it will happen. So strap 
yourselves in, the rollercoaster ride of the past few 
months will look trifl ing in comparison to what 
lies ahead.   

A little over a year ago, the prime minister an-
nounced, to the astonishment of everyone (his party 
included) that he was giving 18 tickets to the minority 
partner in the newly formed Labour-MSM coalition. 
The declaration was widely met with disbelief: how 
was it that a party that found itself in such a position 
of strength after fi ve convincing years in power could 
suddenly demonstrate such generosity towards a rela-
tive minnow? Save a handful of people, nobody knew 
the answer to this elusive question.  

As a result, pundits were at a loss to decide 
whether the decision was a master coup or a massive 
miscalculation. After all, Ramgoolam is renowned 
as much for his tactical acumen as for his extreme 
caution. He would never have entered into such an 
alliance without having lengthily weighed all pros 
and cons, without having considered its every aspect 
down to the minutest detail. Yet, this affair bore all 
the marks of a shotgun wedding. Be that as it may, the 
coalition easily won the elections, thereby momenta-
rily vindicating Ramgoolam’s odd choice. 

That was the easy part. The job of actually running 
the country together, however, had only just begun. 
In line with the18-ticket anomaly, the MSM received 
many of the most important ministries on a silver 
platter. Buoyed by the ecstasy of victory, the Labour 
malcontents initially kept their disgruntlement to 
themselves but soon the coalition began showing signs 
of wear and tear. And then the Medpoint scandal blew 
up in everyone’s faces, forcing even the prime minis-
ter’s most loyal servants to recognise that the MSM 
is political kryptonite. 

And Navin Ramgoolam May Day comments in-
dicate that he’s begun envisaging alternatives. In the 
same way football players invariably say how happy 
they are at the club they’re about to leave, so too do 
politicians reiterate their trust in their allies just be-
fore giving them the kiss of death. Remember the Si-
thanen soap opera? Great work Rama, now get the 
hell out of here. The leader of the Opposition’s recent 
affi rmation that the coalition is not cracking up also 
provides food for thought. Ramgoolam himself has 
remarked in the past that Bérenger always says the 
opposite of what he really thinks.  

The most compelling piece of evidence, though, is 
that the coalition looks spent already and the chances 
of it lasting four long years are very slim, not to say 
infi nitesimal. And because Ramgoolam will not want 
to govern in a position of weakness once he’s jilted 
the MSM (after having neutralised whatever secret 
weapon SAJ possesses), he will make a pass at the 
MMM. Needless to say, Bérenger’s been waiting his 
whole life for this. And the gods of democracy will 
weep, once again. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Flat Island occupies a 
privileged place in our 
natural and cultural 
history. For one, it is 

the home of the orange-tailed 
skink and many other endemic 
denizens. It was also the site of 
a quarantine station in the 19th 
century on which the 2008 
Nobel Laureate in Literature, 
JMG Leclezio, based his novel 
ÒThe QuarantineÓ. Yet, rather 
than preserve its very rich past 
for the beneÞ t of current and 
future generations, the autho-
rities recently de-proclaimed 
part of the islet as a nature 
reserve to pave the way for a 
restaurant. Despite the contro-
versy surrounding the decision, 
the lessee of Flat Island, Island 
Monitoring, now has plans to 
build a spa and eco-lodges on 
the islet. The National Heritage 
Fund (NHF) however believes 

that it should be listed as a na-
tional heritage site as doing so 
would give it a huge say in any 
developments. What does the 
future have in store for this 
much-coveted islet?      

A year ago, practically day 
for day, a task force composed 
of ofÞ cers of the National 
Parks and Conservation Ser-
vices (NPCS), the Forestry 
Services (FS) and the Mau-
ritian Wildlife Foundation 
(MWF) found rats on Flat 
Island, the presence of which 
threatened to destroy years 
of conservation work. Three 
months earlier, the team had 
made a site visit to verify that 
the Þ fty conditions of the lease 
were being respected. It had its 
work cut out. Indeed, it found 
that permanent structures had 
been erected, that new sites had 
been cleared and the presence 

Treasure it: Flat Island is very 
rich biologically and culturally

National heritage

The bizarre fate  

Located 12.6 kilometres off the north coast of 
Mauritius, this islet has been the subject of much 
controversy. It’s high time the authorities began 
addressing the issues surrounding its lease.  



of Òmuch wasteÓ. All of these 
were in direct contravention 
of the conditions of the lease. 
It also discovered that a third 
party was running the restau-
rant even though the contract 
stipulated that Òthe lessee shall 
not assign or sublet the whole 
or any part his interestÓ. 

This does not bode well for 
the management of the islet. 
The seven-year lease for Flat 
Island was signed between the 
ministry of Agro-industry and 
Discover Mauritius (DM), a 
company owned by the mi-
nistry of Tourism for the mo-
dest sum of Rs60 000 per year. 
The ministry was represented 
by the Acting Conservator of 
Forests, Siram Appiah, whe-
reas DM was represented by 
Robert Pallamy and Thierry 
Henry, chairman and manager, 
respectively. In turn, DM sig-

ned a Cooperation Agreement 
for a joint venture with Island 
Monitoring (IM). According 
to this deal, Flat Island was to 
be divided into two distinct 
zones: 13.5 hectares were to be 
converted into an eco-tourism 
area, whereas the rest of islet 
(340 hectares) was to be totally 
protected. 

Furthermore, IM was to 
undertake a number of actions, 
including restoration work on its 
historical buildings, the cleaning 
up of the island, the reintroduc-
tion of the giant tortoise and 
other endemic species, and the 
installation of monitoring posts 
to discourage unwanted visitors, 
such as poachers, from setting 
foot on the island. The upkeep 
and maintenance of Flat Island 
was effectively outsourced to 
DM. The lease also says that 
Òshould alien species be detected 

by the concerned authorities, be 
not abated within the time spe-
ciÞ ed by the said authorities, the 
lessee shall pay three times the 
cost incurred by that authority 
to eradicate alien speciesÓ. The 
continued presence of shrews on 
the island, which are ravaging its 
orange-tailed skink population, 
indicate that this particular 
clause has not necessarily been 
enforced with much zeal. (The 
species had to be trans-located 
to Gunners Quoin). 

For Vassen Kauppaymu-
thoo, an environmental engi-
neer, these developments are 
Òinadmissible. Flat Island has 
always been recognized as a 
sanctuary for biodiversity. How 
can a nature reserve suddenly 
de-proclaimed, leased out at a 
ridiculous price and then gi-
ven to people to be developed, 
including the construction of 

a restaurant? A restaurant is a 
Þ xed structure and it entails the 
presence of people, food, waste 
and toilets. This is the polar op-
posite of what a nature reserve 
should be: a haven for unique 
species that evolved differently 
because of the isletÕs isolationÓ.  

Despite proof of the deve-
loperÕs infringements however, 
no action appears to have been 
taken. This despite the existence 
of a clause stipulating that Òin 
case of failure to carry out any 
of the conditions of the pre-
sent lease, the lessor, may, eight 
hours after the issue of a notice 
by registered letter to the lessee 
intimating that the conditions 
of the lease have not been com-
plied with, cancel the leaseÓ. 
Moreover, the fact that perma-
nent structures were erected in 
such an environmentally-sensi-
tive area without an Environ-
ment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
licence, entitles the ministry of 
Environment to issue prohibi-
tion and rehabilitation orders 
to the developer. Not only has 
this not been done, but now IM 
wants to go ahead with further 
developments. Unfortunately, 
repeated attempts to contact the 
companyÕs manager, Bertrand 
Giraud, were unsuccessful. 

Encouragingly though, the 
National Heritage Fund has be-
lieves the island deserves natio-
nal heritage status. It has already 
submitted a statement of cultu-
ral signiÞ cance to the ministry 
of Arts and culture. Were the 
Cabinet to endorse this propo-
sal, the NHF would have to be 
consulted by the promoters for 
any new developments. ÒItÕs one 
of our priorities, but we canÕt do 
anything as long as it isnÕt lis-
ted as a national heritage siteÓ, 
explains its director, Minakshi 
Thannoo. Yet in the light of re-

cent events, it remains to be seen 
whether national heritage status 
will provide sufÞ cient safeguards 
against unlawful developments. 

Another cause for concern is 
what appears to be the gradual 
replacement of representatives of 
the ministry of Tourism in DM 
by private individuals. It owes 
the obtaining of such a favou-
rable lease (Rs60 000 per year 
for an island of more than 350 
hectares and a nature reserve 
to boot) in large part to the fact 
that itÕs a government-owned 
company. Yet DMÕs status seems 
to have become more blurry in 
recent times. Whatever the case 
may be, the companyÕs contrac-
tual infringements are deserving 
of more scrutiny. It also reß ects 
badly on our ability to preserve 
and promote our common natu-
ral and cultural heritage. 

In a round of emails circu-
lated by a group of concerned 
ecologists when news of the 
project began to emerge, it is 
clear that they see the use of the 
islet for tourism purposes as a 
massive blunder. A renowned 
conservationist and author, for 
instance, rued what he believes is 
a missed opportunity. ÒIt would 
be far better to use the island 
for restoration ecology, as it is 
large enough to support a forest 
of native trees and has a water 
table that would allow a more 
complex forest to grow than is 
possible on the other islets.Ó For 
Vassen Kauppaymuthoo, it re-
presents a serious breach of the 
countryÕs international commit-
ments. It might be easy to for-
get, but Mauritius was actually 
one the Þ rst signatories of the 
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity. ÒIt shows that Maurice: Ile 
Durable is a hollow slogan that 
is used to give Mauritius an eco-
logical image abroad. In reality 
though, itÕs business as usual, itÕs 
about promoting the interests of 
a group of peopleÓ, he laments. 

DM and IM have, in the 
past, defended themselves by 
afÞ rming that they hold the pre-
servation of the isletÕs natural 
and cultural assets in the highest 
esteem and that they are confor-
ming with the conditions of the 
lease. As the report submitted by 
the task force in February last 
year shows, this hasnÕt always 
been the case. Yet over and above 
these management troubles, the 
real issue is whether our national 
treasures should be rented out in 
the Þ rst place. ThereÕs a strong 
case for arguing that itÕs the 
StateÕs responsibility to protect 
and preserve our national heri-
tage, not tourism operators. And 
no amount of ecology-inspired 
preÞ xes will ever change that.   

 Nicholas RAINER 
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 of Flat Island

“Over and 
above these 

management 
troubles, the real 
issue is whether 

our national 
treasures should 
be rented out in 
the fi rst place” 



l’express [ Friday 6 May 2011 • Insert N° 3 p. 32

“We do not believe in dispossessing people 
of their assets or of their wealth”

[ I N T E R V I E W 

◗ This week it is exactly one 
year since the Alliance de l’Ave-
nir came to power so there is 
talk about the track record of 
this government. What has it 
achieved according to you? 

ItÕs important to remember that 
we campaigned for the 2010 elec-
tions on a platform of continuity 
because, between 2000 and 2005, 
the Labour Party carried out an 
exercise in evaluating and dissec-
ting our society and in deÞ ning the 
economic and social model that we 
think is most suitable for it. And we 
came up with proposals for fairly 
deep socio economic reform that 
we started implementing as soon 
as we won the elections in 2005. 
The implementation of this socie-
tal vision of the prime minister, Dr 
Navin Ramgoolam, is still ongoing.

◗ We’ve heard a lot about these 
reforms but what do they mean 
in concrete terms? 

In concrete terms, there was 
a need for an overhaul of the eco-
nomic structure of the country 
through the democratisation of the 
economy. 

◗ Something we’ve heard a lot 
about too but which we still do 
not understand. 

Well, itÕs very simple: if we take 
the year 2000 as a cut off date, we 
realize that while over the 30 or 
so years since independence, we 
have made a major headway in 
the broadening of the democratic 
space and social protection. We 
were still living in a fairly closed 
system which didnÕt leave a lot of 

opportunity for others especially 
in the Þ eld of business. 

◗ When you say others, you 
mean the ones who don’t be-
long to the 13 families?

(Laughs) When I say others, I 
mean other people than the tradi-
tional and historical investors and 
entrepreneurs. We didnÕt invent the 
term 13 families. Paul BŽrenger did. 
And as the prime minister said last 
Sunday in the 1st May meeting, we 
are still waiting for Paul BŽrenger to 
name those 13 families. 

◗ Do his fi gures tally with 
yours? 

The 13 families of those days 
may have shrunk to probably Þ ve 
due to the phenomenon of concen-
tration of detention of wealth. 
Money breeds money. Since in-
dependence, the system we have 
seen is simply a recycling of sugar 
money, from sugar to the hotel 
industry, to industry in general, to 
offshore, to banking to trade, to ser-
vices, etc etc. 

◗ It is really as simple as that? 
Yes, in broad terms it is as 

simple as that. I mean when a new 
channel of business opportunity 
opens up, who can invest in that 
opportunity other than those who 
have the money to invest? Unless 
you break up that system and loo-
sen up all the screws, access to that 
system is going to remain out of 
bounds for most people. Just look 
at what is happening in the hotel in-
dustry, for example.  Of course it is 
sugar money which has been recy-
cled into the hotel industry and the 

mentality of sugar cane plantations 
of the pre-colonial days as well has 
been transferred into the hotels.

◗ The mentality?
Yes, you Þ nd in the hotels the 

same mentality as that of the sugar 
estates in the 1950s. Look at the 
way people are treated, the salaries 
and the glass ceiling that prevents 
Mauritian managers, except for 
those belonging to a particular 
category, from climbing above a 
particular rank. 

◗ What have you done to break 
that glass ceiling and what you 
seem to describe as slavery? 

The whole of this imbalance in 
the economic system has its roots in 
our colonial history. You know, this 
ethnic partitioning, literally akin to 
apartheid [and I am not afraid of 
using the word] and the economic 
structure of inequity which main-
tains it was put in place over a pe-
riod for 300 years. And, of course, 
nobody can uproot that system in 
Þ ve, ten or even Þ fteen years. 

◗ Yes, but you keep talking 
about the democratization 
of the economy. Tell me in 
concrete terms how you have 
improved our lot through this 
democratisation? 

OK, Þ rst of all, we have the 
rule of law in this country. We have 
a constitution and institutions and 
this government and the prime mi-
nister are respectful of institutions 
and of the law. So we cannot do 
anything that will go against the law. 
The constitution states very clearly 
the respect for private property and 

private enterprise. So this is a given. 
We cannot go against that. We do 
not believe in nationalising, we do 
not believe in dispossessing people 
of their assets or of their wealth.

◗ If you cannot modify the si-
tuation why talk about demo-
cratisation? Let people enjoy 
their wealth in peace.

I am not saying we canÕt mo-
dify the situation. But we have to do 
so through a mixture of legislation 
and incentives. And, of course, we 
need not only adequate government 
policy but also the good will of the 
private sector to work together to-
wards that.

◗ The 13 or 5 families?
Yes, the 13 or 5 families need 

to share our vision of Mauritius so 
that we can achieve this. Without a 
minimum of convergence, we can-
not do anything. Otherwise, we will 
head for conß ict and this is never 
desirable.

◗ Have they shown that they 
share that vision? What happe-
ned to the negotiations for the 
reform of the sugar sector?

In the reform of the sugar sec-
tor, we did not see much collabora-
tion from the private sector. You will 
recall that the government asked 
the sugar cane sector to make some 
concessions, including ceding some 
land to the state and opening up its 
shareholding, in return for receiving 
funds from the European Union. 
This land would be used partly for 
the construction of  social housing 
and partly for the development of 
the new type of farming agricul-

ture. In this context, the private sec-
tor also had to cede a 35% holding 
in sugar cane mills, in reÞ neries, in 
distilleries and in the energy sector 
(the IPPs). 

◗ How did the private sector 
react to the government’s pro-
posals?

They just sat on them hoping 
that the reform  would still take 
place without their making any 
concession at all.  

◗ They eventually agreed. Now 
where is the land? 

The land is there, available. We 
have already distributed 250 ar-
pents. 

◗ We were talking about 2000!
The agreement that we have is 

for 2000 arpents to be transferred 
over a period of 10 years. It was ne-
ver meant to be given straight away. 
Besides, when we say that we are 
going to use the land for agricultural 
purposes, we have to see what is nee-
ded to cultivate potatoes, tomatoes or 
to breed cattle etc. Not every piece of 
land is suitable for every type of culti-
vation; a soil analysis has to be carried 
out. You need to know whether the 
land is good for a particular type of 
cultivation. Then you have to carry 
out procedures for the transfer of the 
land. If you have sugar cane on the 
land, you have to wait for the harvest 
before carrying out land surveying. 
We have so far distributed 250 ar-
pents to various cooperatives, com-
panies and associations. The same 
constraints, though of a different 
technical nature, apply to land to be 
used for housing.

  CADER SAYED-HOSSEN, 
  Member of Parliament and of the Labour Party Political BureauInterview

One year into the fi ve-year term of 
the present government,Cader Sayed-
Hossen answers our questions on the 
progress of its proclaimed intention of 
democratising the economy and 
comments on other major projects as 
well as the political situation in general.



◗ Was there any polemic about 
the distribution of this land? 

Not to my knowledge. Not until 
now. 

◗ Were people satisfi ed that 
those who got the land were the 
most deserving? 

I donÕt know. The Ministry of 
Agro-Industry carried out an exer-
cise in 2008 sending its technicians 
to various parts of the country as-
king people who were interested in 
having access to land through that 
scheme to prepare a project and 
send it to the Ministry. According 
to my information, the Ministry 
received proposals for about 4000 
or 5000 arpents of land whereas we 
had only 1000 to distribute. So a 
process of selection had to be done 
on the basis of a number of criteria 
like the seriousness of the project, 
the Þ nancing capacity etc. 

◗ What about on other fronts - 
after one year in power, is there 
anything that your government 
has to show in terms of the de-
mocratisation of the economy? 

Of course, heaps of things. 
Look at the number of the pieces of 
legislation voted in parliament like 
the Business Facilitation Act 2006, 
which has simpliÞ ed the process 
of doing business. Add to that the 
Competition Act and the Compe-
tition Commission - there is no way 
the national economy can operate in 
a fairly free way unless you have le-
gislation which favours competition 
and Þ ghts cartels and monopolies. 
There was the need to legislate for 
a Competition Commission, which 
has been set up and in operation for 
nearly one year. 

◗ Are you satisfi ed with its per-
formance?

We have to give it time. There 
may be teething problems, which is 
normal for a new institution, but in 
my opinion they are doing a good 
job. 

◗ You are talking about the 
achievements of the previous 
government. I am talking about 
this one. 

Our campaign was based on 
continuity. OK, there may be a 
few things we needed to change 
like doing away with the National 
Residential Property Tax (NRPT), 
which has been done. 

◗ Was it because it was felt to 
have been a mistake? 

Not necessarily a mistake. What 
seems good at one moment in time 
may not be good at another. 

◗ At what moment in time isn’t 
it good for people who own 
their homes and earn above a 
certain salary to pay? 

(Laughs) Of course Þ scality is a 
good thing. Of course you canÕt tax 

people who have no money; you tax 
only those able to pay. 

◗ Why was the tax suppressed 
then?

Because the hassle was not 
worth the amount of money that it 
brings in. There is always a balance 
to be kept. There may be a mea-
sure which brings some beneÞ t to 
government and through bringing 
beneÞ t to the government beneÞ ts 
everybody collectively. But there is 
a case for balancing an act of taxa-
tion with the perception and degree 
of satisfaction and/or dissatisfaction 
that people may have with it. 

◗ Isn’t that balancing act called 
“populism”? You introduce a 
tax and because it is perceived 
as being negative, you scrap it. 

I think democracy also has 
to do with keeping people happy 
and preserving the cohesion of 
society. We are living in a consen-
sual and diverse society, perhaps 
one of the most diverse societies 
in the world. We have to build and 
maintain consensus. 

◗ But if every time a decision 
which is unpopular is scrapped, 
how will government fi ll its cof-
fers and maintain the welfare 
state?

Government does introduce 
measures which are unpopular and 
sticks to them.

◗ Like the ten rupees charged 
to visit some of our islands? 

I personally do not believe that 
any national should pay to set foot 
on a piece of land which is part 
of national sovereignty. I would, 
however, be in total agreement if 
that 10 or 20 rupee fee were to be 
accompanied by a service. But you 
donÕt pay 10 rupees to set foot on 
land which belongs to the state and 
therefore the people of Mauritius. I 
cannot agree with such a measure. 

◗ Another polemic took place 
over what Paul Bérenger cal-
led the “Mega Scandal”. How 
mega was it according to you? 

Well, Þ rst of all, itÕs typical Paul 
BŽrenger. This is the Sheik Hos-
sen affair all over again. Neotown 
has to do with prime land which 
is for the moment lying dormant. 
A very important global investor 
comes in and proposes a project 
to develop that land into a new 
part of the city with sizeable ofÞ ce 
buildings, promenades, luxury 
apartments, a hotel, leisure ame-
nities etc. It took this project three 
or four years to go through the 
procedures of being approved by 
government. Any simpleton will 
agree that if it took three to four 
years, it was very carefully ana-
lysed and evaluated before being 
leased to that particular company. 

◗ That’s fi ne. But why make so 

many concessions?
Here we have a parallel with 

JinFei: we shouldnÕt believe, despite 
being proud of being Mauritians, 
that the whole world is queuing 
up to do business in Mauritius. We 
are living in a competitive world. 
We have to make concessions 
for people to come here, invest, 
create jobs and create value in this 
country. Global investors like Patel 
Engineering are willing to invest 
somewhere between 17 and 18 
billion rupees in Neotown. No 
sensible government would over-
look that sort of investment. It is 
understandable that the company 
will negotiate for conditions and, 
if those conditions are found to 
be acceptable, which has been the 
case, the agreement is signed. 

◗ Does the agreement include 
changing the law as recorded in  
the minutes of the board mee-
ting of Patel Engineering. 

For the law to be changed, it 
has to go through parliament. Nei-
ther you nor  we are aware of any 
law having been changed in that 
respect. Everything has been done 
according to existing legislation 
and conditions. For us, the macro 
economic interests of Mauritius 
coincide with the business interests 
of Patel Engineering; it is the same 
for JinFei and for a number of other 
foreign investors. 

If Patel Engineering is trying 
to persuade its partners and board 
members that this is a good  bu-
siness opportunity, that is their call. 
They are free to say what they like 
in their board meetings. You are free 
to go and look at the Hansard and 
check whether any law has been 
changed. 

◗ You mean they are free to lie? 
I am in no position to pass a va-

lue judgment. But stating that laws 
have been changed is not true. No 
law has been changed. A number of 
inaccurate things were said  during 
that conference call as there might 
have been  other things said by other 
companies in other circumstances. 
The reason we know about this one 
is because there was a leak. We donÕt 
know about the others. 

◗ The reason we don’t know 
is because we don’t have a free-
dom of information act. I don’t 
know why there is so much ap-
prehension about introducing it.

There is no apprehension. The 
prime minister has clearly said that 
the act will be brought in as soon 
as some issues have been settled,  
such as the privacy aspect of it. 
I donÕt think that the legislation 
should be a piece of spontaneous 
half-baked legislation. It has to be 
properly thought out. This is what 
the PM has said. Then the neces-
sary steps will be taken.  

◗ What after-taste did May 

Day leave in the mouth of the 
Labour Party? 

An excellent one! The MMM 
carried out at least 25 mini meetings 
across the country and they drew a 
crowd of 4000 to 5,000 according 
to police estimates. Our crowd ex-
ceeded 10,000, was very diverse 
and included more than 60% of 
young people. That is very impor-
tant. This  conÞ rms that we are 
coming up with new ideas, unlike 
the MMM which has not come up 
with a single proposal or meaningful 
idea to change policy in the country 
over the past 10 years. We have not 
only come up with heaps of ideas 
but have also implemented  them. 

◗ The prime minister spent a 
large part of his speech attac-
king L’express directly. Is that 
what May Day is now about? 

It is very clear that LÕexpress is 
not fair to us. And itÕs nothing new. 
You might recall that when Paul 
BŽrenger was due to become PM 
in 2003, lÕexpress was literally explo-
ding exclusively with that particular 
piece of news.

◗ But it WAS newsworthy, 
wasn’t it?

Yes, it is fair because it is 
newsworthy. But the headline read 
as if Paul BŽrenger was the icon of 
democracy and that every prime 
minister before him was somehow 
illegitimate or had got to power 
through anti-democratic means. 
This is very telling.  That was eight 
years ago. Between 2000-2005, 
there was not one single article criti-
cal of the economic management of 
this country despite Paul BŽrenger 
himself saying that the country was 
going through an economic crisis - 
while he himself was prime minister. 

◗ When there is an economic 
crisis it is reported on. It is not 
necessarily the fault of the PM. 
Sometimes, there are outside 
factors.

What outside factors? Petrol 
was cheaper, our rupee was stable, 
all of our markets were booming, 
the international situation was good. 
Yet, we lost 55,000 jobs in that pe-
riod. You did not report on that, did 
you?

◗ Isn’t it a matter of percep-
tion? Whenever we say so-
mething good you never see 
it. The moment we criticise, 
you come out in droves and 
cry wolf. It was the same with 
Paul Bérenger when he was 
in power. The only difference 
is that he did not execute his 
threats. Your government did. 

We are democrats. We do ac-
cept that people can be critical of 
us. However, we require a degree of 
fairness. You owe it to us. 

Touria PRAYAG
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“We shouldn’t 
believe, despite 

being proud 
of being 

Mauritians, that 
the whole world 
is queuing up to 
do business in 
Mauritius.”



The roots of Islamic 
fundamentalist vio-
lence lie in the cold 
war. From its early 

days, political Islam largely 
situated itself Þ rmly in reac-
tionary opposition to more 
progressive and pro-communist 
currents in the Muslim world. 
Radical Islamists were nurtu-
red and utilised by the United 
States and its allies as a bulwark 
to destabilize strong nationalist 
and communist movements in 
Iraq, Indonesia, Iran, Egypt, 
Yemen and Pakistan and, until 
quite recently, in Palestine.  It 

was in Afghanistan, however, 
that this cooperation reached 
its apogee. In 1978, after a 
communist government came 
to power in Kabul, its progres-
sive reforms such as land re-
form, universal education, free 
healthcare and womenÕs rights 
earned it the ire of Afghanis-
tanÕs conservative clergy and 
traditional aristocracy, which 
moved into camps in Pakistan 
to overthrow the Kabul govern-
ment by force of arms. 

National Security advisor to 
then-U.S President Jimmy Car-
ter and now advisor to Obama, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, in an 
interview with the French pu-
blication Le Nouvel Observa-
teur in its Jan 15, 1998 edition, 
stated that secret aid began 
trickling in from the United 
States, Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and China beginning in July 3 
1979, months before the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. 
In BrezezinskiÕs own words ÒI 
wrote a note to the president in 
which I explained to him that, 
in my opinion, this aid was 
going to induce a Soviet mili-
tary intervention.Ó He remains 
unapologetic; ÒThat secret 
operation was an excellent idea. 
It had the effect of drawing 
the Russians into the Afghan 
trapÉthe day that the Soviets 
ofÞ cially crossed the border, I 

wrote to President Carter: We 
now have the opportunity of 
giving to the USSR its Vietnam 
War.Ó The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) preferred radi-
cal Islamist Þ ghters, believing 
them to be more ideologically 
committed, rather than the 
more secular opponents of the 
Kabul regime. The result was 
a trickle of arms and money to 
fundamentalist groups, disbur-
sed by the Pakistani ISI and the 
Saudi General Intelligence De-
partment (GID). 

In return, as Alfred McCoy 
documents in his book The 
Politics of Heroin in South 
Asia, Islamist militias began 
cultivating opium in a curious 
guns-for-drugs quid pro quo, 
so much so, that by 1989, a 
U.S state department report 
had to admit that Afghanistan 
had become the worldÕs leading 
source of heroin.

BrzezinskiÕs terse justiÞ ca-
tion for all this was: ÒWhat is 
most important to the history 
of the world...Some stirred-up 
Moslems or the liberation of 
Central Europe and the end 
of the cold war?Ó It was in this 
milieu that Osama Bin Laden, 
a scion of a Saudi construction 
magnate, emerged as a major Þ -
nancier and patron. As geopoli-
tical analyst ShaÞ ck Osman tells 
us, Òhe made the maximum of it 

and when the Soviets withdrew 
from Afghanistan, he counted it 
as his victory.Ó 

Switching sides

With the end of the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan in 
1989, many of the Arabs- 10,000 
approximately- returned to their 
respective countries (such as Al-
geria, Libya and Egypt) seeking 
to recreate Islamist revolutions. 
The motivations initially were 
national in character. ÒWe must 
not forget,Ó ShaÞ ck Osman em-
phasises, Òthat they (Al-Qaeda) 
were also targeting the monarchs 
and all-life time presidents 
like Mubarak in Egypt.Ó This 
is also reß ected in the rhetori-
cal question by veteran lawyer 
Yousuf Mohamad, ÒThe killing 
by tyrants, occupationsÉ We 
as citizens of the world are at 
the receiving end. Where will it 
all end?Ó

Their failure to usher in Isla-
mist revolution and the support 
the autocratic regimes enjoyed 
from the West, in particular 
their acceptance and stationing 
of U.S troops in Saudi Arabia 
during the Þ rst Gulf War, meant 
that Bin Laden and his followers 
now saw the U.S as the root of 
all their ills. Thus, Bin Laden 
declared war on the very U.S 
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Labour Day in Mauritius

The Man and the Myth

The killing of ter-
rorist supremo 
Osama Bin Laden 
has been followed 
by extremes of 
reaction, from 
vitriol in Western 
capitals to fawning 
adoration amongst 
fundamentalist 
circles, neither of 
which tells the 
lesser known 
truths of the man 
and his organi-
sation, Al-Qaeda 
(AQ). Despite its virulently anti-wes-

tern ideology, Islamic funda-
mentalism was sponsored as 
a bulwark against communism 
by the United States.

 An icon for anyone with a bone to pick with U.S policy: a protester 
sells pro-Osama and Saddam stickers in Brazil. 



that had bankrolled the Afghan 
counter-revolution, of which he 
was a part. A string of highly 
publicised attacks followed: the 
1993 World Trade Centre bom-
bing, bombings of US service-
men in Saudi Arabia in 1995 
and 1996, attacks on U.S. em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 
1998, the attack of the warship 
USS Cole in Yemen in 2000 and 
9/11. Since 1996, Bin Laden was 
based in Afghanistan, originally 
to mediate between internecine 
Þ ghting amongst the Afghan 
warlords and he remained there, 
under the patronage of the Ta-
liban government when it came 
to power. 

NATO encouraging 
drug traffi cking 

Countries such as China 
and Iran, who had originally 
supported and partly armed 
the Afghan warlords against 
the communist regime in Ka-
bul, soon abandoned direct 
interference in Kabul when 
Islamist Þ ghters began stoking 
conß ict in the restive regions of 
Xinjiang and East Baluchistan 
respectively. The United States, 
contrary to popular perception, 
never quite did that; ideological 
animosity and sporadic terro-
rist attacks did not preclude 
cooperation well into the late 
nineties between AQ and the 
U.S, where mutual interests 
were seen to exist. 

One such example was the 
conß ict in the erstwhile Yugosla-
via in the nineties, as conÞ rmed 
by former Canadian ambassador 
to Yugoslavia James Bisset who 
stated that, ÒMany members of 
the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) were sent for training in 
terrorist camps in Afghanistan.Ó 

Camps were also set up in 
Muslim-majority Bosnia, in Ze-
nica, Mališevo and Mitrovica to 
train the Green Berets to Þ ght 
against the Yugoslav army, and 
Serb and Croat civilian targets. 
Aside from generous Þ nancing 
from Bin Laden, the Saudis and 
the United Arab Emirates, these 
operations were Þ nanced by 
heroin smuggled out of Afgha-
nistan, through Turkey. NATO 
actively encouraged this traf-
Þ c of drugs and mercenaries.  
Certainly this view of Bin La-
den carrying out policy in tan-
dem with the U.S is anathema 
to his ideological followers and 
those of the U.S alike. Given this 
complexity one is almost hard 
pressed to disagree with Yousuf 
MohamadÕs observation that 
Òthere should have been a pro-
per trial, just so that we could 
get a glimpse of what was going 
through his mind and his moti-
vations to properly understand 

him and his actions. Unfortu-
nately, now we will never know.Ó

Death of an icon 
On the run since the ouster 

of the Taliban in 2001, the actual 
impact of Bin LadenÕs death in 
a military strike in the Pakistani 
garrison town of Abbotabad is 
open to dispute. Ram Seegobin 
of LALIT points out that Òpeople 
assume that AQ is a pyramid-like 
organisation, with a structure 
and a properly deÞ ned chain of 
command. On the contrary; itÕs a 
manifestation of something abs-
tract. The actual killing itself is a 
symbolic thing. For more than 10 
years now, Osama Bin Laden has 
not had direct control of AQ.Ó 

This sober realisation is com-
pletely absent from the jingoistic 
displays in the U.S. ÒIt is being in-
terpreted there as revenge for the 
humiliation of 9/11,Ó Seegobin af-
Þ rms. Osman is more forthright, 
ÒThe death of Osama Bin Laden 
will not put an end to terrorism as 
there are many groups and sub-
groups capable of terrorist attacks, 
not only in the Muslim world but 
also elsewhere. One should also 
talk about these Ôwars against ter-
rorismÕ that the US and their allies 
have fought and are still Þ ghting 
and which are causing hundreds 
and thousands of deaths among 
civilians, including children, in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, etc. 
Is that not as condemnable as ter-
rorism?Ó Mohamad emphasises, 
Òalthough I believe and hope that 
the U.S is capable of correcting its 
erroneous policies, for example 
vis-ˆ-vis Palestine, the fact remains 
that they must ask themselves: 
are they being fair with the Isla-
mic world?Ó Without addressing 
the root causes of terrorism, and 
short-sighted imperial policy, one 
cannot hope to root it out. 

In that sense, the struggle for 
democracy currently underway 
in the Arab world is much more 
important than the death of a 
middle-aged man in Pakistan. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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One down, 
four to go!

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

Ayear ago today, the people voted into 
power a coalition that called itself the 
Alliance of the Future and our destiny 
was sealed for the next fi ve years. 

Vox populi vox dei, Prime Minister Ramgoo-
lam reminded us, last Sunday. Why the re-
minder, I wonder? Is there anyone at all who is 
today contesting the election results? Are there 
still people in this country in whom the essence 
of democracy hasn’t been ingrained? Anyone 
who would even think of rebelling against the 
people’s choice? 

I think we all know the answer to this question 
is “no”. And if we know this, Ramgoolam does too. 
Then why did he feel the need to press the point? 

I’m no mind reader but I think it’s a measure 
of his insecurity, of his abhorrence of criticism be 
it justifi ed or not. The prime minister often says 
he is quite partial to criticisms when they are not 
biased but we all know this is utter nonsense; no 
one is partial to criticism.  But it’s tough really if 
he doesn’t like it. 

You don’t get to be prime minister, with all 
the privileges and responsibilities that the offi ce 
entails without being subjected to the scrutiny, 
meanness and nosiness of the press. 

That’s the deal that all politicians sign for 
when they decide to step into public life. 

So, at the risk of stating the obvious, let’s re-
mind the prime minister of a few things he ought 
to have known; we cannot be friends but we can 
respect one another. He is elected by the people 
to manage the affairs of the country to the best of 
his ability, to steer the country in the right direc-
tion and to do so in the very best interests of the 
people who entrusted power to him. 

As long as we think he’s acting according to 
his mandate and in good faith, there should be no 
problem between the press and his government. 

Except that he’s only human and as such he 
has his frailties. So obviously he will not always be 
acting in the people’s best interests all the time, 
he will not be managing the affairs of the country 
well all the time and he will not always be doing 
his best. There’s nothing to be ashamed of; it’s a 
fact of life.

That’s where we come in. I don’t care if Navin 
Ramgoolam thinks we’re out of line or that we’re 
stupid or even that we are sick in the head. With 
all due respect, we didn’t elect him a year ago for 
his enlightened opinion but to run the country. 

Ramgoolam chose to enter into what many- 
including yours truly- think is an unholy alliance 
but the people chose to go along with him. That’s 
Ramgoolam’s good karma.

The fact that he is feeling insecure today is 
proof enough that he is not doing his job- or that 
he’s doing it badly. Such defensiveness speaks of 
priorities gone awry. 

We’ve four more years to go and we’re going 
to have to go through them together so here’s a 
thought -how about getting down to work?

 Reagan, who compared the Afghan warlords with the U.S founding 
fathers, meeting with them in the white house.  

 The withdrawal of the Soviets 
sparked internecine fi ghting 
between narco-warlords that led 
Bin Laden to choose Afghanis-
tan as a base.
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Celebrating Osama's demise 
at Ground Zero

THESE last days, crowds 
have either been making history, or 
marking history with a giant foot-
print.  Since the beginning of the 
Tunisian ÒrevolutionÓ, the world 
is in fact being treated regularly  to 
crowds of all imaginable sizes and 
colours with very different behav-
iours and aims. 

Looking closely at this phenom-
enon through the media, particular-
ly satellite TV, it appears evident that 
three different types of crowds have 
invaded the media. 

The Labour Day crowds of 
Mauritius, the one gathered by the 
Labour party in Vacoas as well as 
the one assembled in Port-Louis 
by the MMM, Þ t the description 
of Theodor Adorno, a crowd psy-
chologist who never believed in 
the spontaneity of the masses, and 
which goes along the lines that Òthe 
masses are an artiÞ cial product of 
ÔadministratedÕ modern lifeÓ.

An artiÞ cial crowd lured by the 
free bus trips to public meetings, to 
the seaside after the meeting and 
the free ÒbryaniÓ which are paid 
for, not from the pockets of politi-
cal leaders, but by private individu-
als who later reap huge beneÞ ts for 
these ÒservicesÓ.

What would have been the size 
of these crowds without these treats? 
To what extent would  members of 
Labour Day crowds have gathered 
just because of the charisma of the 
leader?  Charisma being nothing 
else than a Òcompelling attractive-
ness or charm that can inspire de-
votion in others.Ó

Watching the demeanour of 
these two Labour Day crowds Ð 
ß ag shaking, drum beating, howling 
and applauding-  one cannot help 
thinking of the theory of Theo-
dor Adorno when he explains that 
ÒÉthe bond linking the masses to 
the leader through the spectacle, 
as fascism displayed in its pub-
lic representations, is feigned ÉÓ
According to him, members of the 
crowd, Ò É do not really identify 
themselves with the leader  but act 
this identiÞ cation, perform their 
own enthusiasm and thus partici-
pate in their leaderÕs performance.Ó

What a slap to those leaders 
who, after each political meeting, 
boast of having gathered the biggest 
and most enthusiastic crowd. 

 Theodor Adorno  in fact never 
believed in the ÒConvergence The-
oryÓ. According to proponents of 
this theory, a crowdÕs behavior 

is not a product of the crowd it-
self, but is carried into the crowd 
by particular individuals. Thus, 
crowds amount to a convergence 
of like-minded individuals. In other 
words, this theory says that people 
who wish to act in a certain way 
come together to form crowds. 

Rejecting this theory totally 
would be wrong. In fact, some 
crowds display this characteristic. 
The Convergence Theory can be 
applied to the crowds which used 
to come on foot, by ox-drawn carts 
or on lorries to Labour Day meet-
ings of the past. 

Forces of change
Is it not by the convergence 

theory that one can explain the 
one million strong crowd which 
gathered in London Friday last 
for the wedding of Kate and Wil-
liam? Or the one we saw after the 
death of Sa• Baba, one of the most 
popular gurus of India? Is it not 
the convergence theory which 
explains the crowd gathered at the 
Vatican City on Sunday for the 
beatiÞ cation of pope John Paul II?

But the crowd is the opposite 
of individualism and psychologists 
maintain that indi-
viduality is swayed 
by the crowd. This 
brings the analysis to 
the Herd Behaviour 
theory which pertains 
to the acting in solido  
of people in a crowd 
without planned di-
rection during  street 
demonstrations, sport-
ing events, religious 
gatherings, episodes of 
mob violence and eve-
ryday decision-making, 
judgment and opinion-
forming.

Is this herd behaviour behind 
the crowd we saw in New York and 
Washington after the announce-
ment of the death of Bin Laden ? 
Or is it a mixture of this theory and 
the convergence theory? One would 
notice that many members of this 
crowd were parents or friends of 
those lost during the 9/11 tragedy 
at the Twin Towers.

But historically, crowds have 
been identiÞ ed as the force which 

has brought about numerous social 
changes around the world. 

This is what the world has been 
witnessing in the Arab countries 
since the Tunisian ÒrevolutionÓ 
which has shown that ordinary peo-
ple can gain direct power by acting 
collectively.

During Labour Day, trade un-
ionists laboured hard to explain this 
fact to ordinary workers in Mauri-
tius. But to no avail.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Sai Baba, William and Kate, John Paul II and Bin Laden

An analysis of the madding 
crowds of recent days
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The MMM Labour Day crowd 
at Port Louis.

The Labour Party meeting on 
May 1st at Vacoas.

St Peter's square, Rome, thronged 
with people for the  beatifi cation of 
Pope John Paul II.

Followers mourn the death of Sai 
Baba, the Indian spiritual leader.

Waiting for the traditional 
balcony appearance at

 Buckingham Palace.
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Industrial Relations
The power of negotiation

MAURITIUS continues 
to fall further down the Report-
ers without Borders Press Free-
dom Index with each passing 
year: from 25th in 2007 to 47th 
in 2008, 51st in 2009 and Þ nally 
65th in 2010. Should we be wor-
ried? Yes, because it is not a source 
of pride for a country that aims at 
being a model of democracy for 
the region. Where does democ-
racy stand when the journalist is 
considered as a public enemy? 
And yet journalists can be allies 
to governments when necessary. 
It is they who have the capac-
ity to raise awareness, to inform 
and correct wrongdoing through 
the stories that they bring into 
the open. They can give credit 
where credit is due, and blame 
where blame is due. But the role 
of the journalist is certainly not 

about viewing the world 
through rose-tinted glasses.

We are hundreds of 
thousands of men and 
women across the world 
who struggle to make a living 
in journalism each day. It is not 
an easy task in a world where 
freedom of the press and free-
dom of information are far from 
guaranteed. The fundamental 
role of a journalist is to inform 
with accuracy. But how do you 
do that with barriers in your ac-
cess to information? 

World Freedom of the Press 
Day, observed this week on May 
3rd under the theme ÔNew Fron-
tiers, New BarriersÕ might seem 
like a vague concept that concerns 
only journalists and has nothing 
to do with the average person. 
The truth is that it has everything 

to do with you. Im-
agine a world without 

independent newspapers. With-
out Internet-based news sources. 
Without free radio and televised 
news. For you readers, listeners 
and viewers it would be a world 
with very limited horizons. May 
3rd is a time to reß ect on the re-
lationship between the journalist 
and his world. And to pay tribute 
to those who in many countries 
persevere in doing their jobs at 
enormous risk to their lives. 

M. L

Rise of the 
Demagogues

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

The killing of Bin Laden should serve as a moment 
of refl ection, not about the man, his organization 
or his methodology but about the societal roots 
of fundamentalist and communalist ideology 

and how it is they come to infi ltrate social discourse. 
History has shown that times of acute fi nancial break-

down and crisis are accompanied by outbreaks of xeno-
phobia, racism and communalism. There are two main 
reasons for this. The fi rst is that exclusivist ideology serves 
as a safety vale for capitalism. The framing of any debate 
on communal grounds  does not just mean that the lower 
ends of the economic scale remain artifi cially divided, de-
spite sharing similar concerns, but also that in the race to 
appease communal sentiment, the root causes of crisis (im-
poverishment and the increasing concentration of wealth) 
remain obfuscated to the benefi t of the ruling class.  This 
takes place largely undisguised in Mauritius, where small 
sectarian organisations are tolerated but can jump into any 
debate and give it a communal twist, even to the extent of 
demanding specifi c policies. 

Thus sectarian outfi ts mushroom seeking to use ethnic-
ity and identity politics as a bargaining chip where public 
fi gures are judged not by serving as vehicles of public opin-
ion or interests but by their ethnic/racial/religious identity. 
This is important as it hides the real gulf of ideas between 
the rulers and the ruled. Parastatals and ministerial port-
folios have to be distributed carefully to ensure that every 
group is represented when the time to make a fortune 
comes. A May 1st can be judged not by what the leader said 
but simply by counting the heads bussed in for the rally. 
As if democracy was a matter of simple arithmetic akin to 
corralling cattle. Communal barbs can be injected at elec-
tion time.  An act all the more serious if we keep in mind 
that it was Bismarck’s 19th century ‘Kulturkampt’ (culture 

wars) against Catholics and Jews that made excluding 
whole segments of society acceptable in political 
discourse, paving the way for the later rise of the 

Nazis. Why are we surprised then that communal-
ism is on the rise? 

The second reason operates at the level of the indi-
vidual. The lack of employment, poor job security and 
rising costs of living leave the majority of Mauritians 
locked out. To an angry, disenfranchised populace, fun-
damentalist ideology substitutes communal conspiracy 
theories for fact and seeks to convince that the present 
state of affairs is a transitory phenomenon, soon to be 
washed away by a divine tabula rasa or a renewed proc-
ess of rebirth. This escapism is common to fundamental-
isms of all kinds. The uncompromising moral certitude 

on offer appeals not just to lumpen elements but increasingly 
to the now insecure and conservative middle classes, who 
throw themselves into religious exhibitionism with fervour. 
God men and demagogues stoke these fl ames and give this 
trend a politically and socially reactionary direction. 

Ultimately, however, it’s the absence of a genuinely pro-
gressive alternative that leaves the fi eld open for demagogues 
to tap into genuine discontent to further their reactionary 
project. The liberal hobbyhorse of mouthing silly platitudes 
about inclusiveness and dialogue is meaningless unless ac-
companied by a progressive alternative and explanation. 
Until then, caught between the Scylla and Charybdis of mo-
no-ideological politics and growing social discontent, the rise 
of the demagogue looks set to continue unchecked. 

ÒLABOUR LAWS must 
be amended to underline the im-
portance of dialogue and remove 
from the law the elements that lead 
to abuse because there have been 
cases of abuse by employers,Ó said 
Shakeel Mohamed, minister of 
Labour. He was speaking at the 
opening ceremony of a two-day 
workshop for human resource 
professionals on the use of concili-
ation and mediation in the work-
place. The training programme will 
also look at existing labour laws and 
the functioning of the Commission 
for Conciliation and Mediation 
(CCM). The workshop, held at 
The Grand Mauritian Hotel, Bala-
clava, was organised by the Minis-
try of Labour, in collaboration with 
the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University (NMMU) of South Af-
rica and the Association of Human 
Resource Professionals (AHRP).

Shakeel Mohamed also an-
nounced that Mauritius, repre-
sented by him, would chair the 
committee on social protection 
and social security at the Interna-
tional Labour OfÞ ceÕs 100th inter-
national conference in Geneva in 
June. An honour that shows how 
much Mauritius is respected on 
the international scene, said the 
minister, who believes that, as a 
nation, Mauritius needs to look 
more at its successes than at the 
tiny details that did not work. 

His take on the current situ-
ation in local industrial relations 

is that the country has made im-
mense progress and that trade un-
ions Òneed to stop dancing to the 
tune of the 70sÓ, which was domi-
nated by conß ict, strikes and hun-
ger strikes. ÒThings have changed. 
There have been vast changes in 
the law, which provide an excel-
lent environment for negotiation,Ó 
he said. ÒBetween January 2010 
and now,Ó he added, Ò8000 cases 
have been dealt with by the CCM, 
the Industrial Court and the me-
diation services of the Ministry of 
Labour. 

ÒVed Prakash Torul, presi-
dent of the CCM and Areff 
Salauroo, president of the AHRP 
both agreed that the workshop 
would empower human resource 
professionals who are the Þ rst 

mediators in cases of workplace 
conß ict. The training programme 
was also delivered by J.A Van der 
Walt and Glynis Van der Walt, 
both from NMMU. Supporting 
human resource professionals is 
an attempt to ensure that conß ict 
in the workplace does not reach 
the worse stages before anything 
is done to solve the problem. The 
Commission for Conciliation and 
Mediation also launched its Cus-
tomer Service Charter, as well as 
its new website and email address, 
in an effort to be more accessible 
to employees, employers and trade 
unions who need support in solv-
ing disputes. 

Melissa LOUIS

Press Freedom
An ally to democracy

Launching the Customer Service Charter (from left to right), Ved 
Prakash Torul, Minister Mohamed, Honita Prayag, Areff Salauroo, 
Glynis Van der Walt and J.A Van der Walt.
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Artifi cial Intelligence

From science fi ction to reality

THE pirates followed the Do-
do to a large wall made of tree bark.

ÒYou are intelligent!Ó exclai-
med Nathan.

ÒYes, very fabulous, isnÕt it?Ó 
the Dodo said.

The Dodo slid some pieces 
of bark away, so that there was 
enough room for the pirates to 
come through as well. Behind the 
wall was a Þ re, with ten Dodos sat 
around it, some tents, a wooden 
building with a cross of Chris-
tianity in it, and in a more posh 
part, there was a building made of 
marble, and wooden homes. There 
was a sign that read;

ÒAll visitors are welcome to 
Dodo village. Dodos are allowed 
in poshtown and tentown, and can 
change whenever they want.Ó

***
All the Dodos turned and 

smiled at the sight of the pirates, 
and then went into their homes for 
dinner.

ÒNow I will tell you the pro-
blem I face. I hope you noticed 
that there were only twenty-four 
Dodos apart from me in Dodo 
village," explained the Dodo that 
led the pirates to Dodo village.

ÒYes, I did notice.Ó Taylor re-
plied, ÒWhy is that?Ó

ÒWell, my dear friends, this is 
because me and my tribe are the 
last twenty-Þ ve Dodos on the pla-
net. Hunters killed the rest. We can-
not ß y, have no means of defence, 
and have no voice in your society. 
We need some people like you to 
pass the word that people should 
stop hunting us, before itÕs too late.Ó

ÒWe will deÞ nitely help you.Ó 
Jon Taylor cried, ÒRight guys?Ó

ÒYes capÕn!Ó Jason and Nathan 
chanted.

Taylor got a scroll out of his 
pocket. ÒWrite your demands, put 
the seal of your tribe on the scroll, 
and weÕll take it back to England to 
show our leader,Ó he said.

The Dodo did so. Then Cap-
tain Jon Taylor, First mate Nathan 
Thomason and Sword polisher 
Jason Wrathright headed back 
the way they came to the Trea-
sure Seeker.

***
When they got back to the 

beach, Taylor was pleased with 
the amount of treasure that was 
found, and after loading the va-
luables into the bottom of the ship; 
the Captain explained the situa-
tion of the Dodos to the rest of his 
crew. Everyone agreed something 
had to be done. With the scroll in 
her CaptainÕs pocket, the Treasure 
Seeker left Mauritius. Meanwhile, 
10 miles away, a Spanish admiral, 

on his ß ag ship Victorious, heading 
for Mauritius, accompanied by itÕs 
ß eet, looked through his telescope 
and noticed Treasure Seeker riding 
a wave.

ÒAlter course to intercept that 
pirate scum, before heading for 
Mauritius!Ó he ordered, and im-
mediately the ß eet was heading for 
Mauritius by a different root.

Jon Taylor noticed though, and 
prepared to engage them, he did 
not want that scroll lost. Within 
thirty minutes, the Treasure See-
ker was shooting Victorious, and 
the two ships alongside it, and they 
were shooting back. But, in the end, 
the Spanish Þ red the winning shot, 
into the Treasure SeekerÕs hull, sin-
king it, killing every one on board 
no survivors. Also, the Dodo scroll 
was lost. The Spanish continued 
their route to Mauritius, and since 
their return, Dodos have never 

been seen on the planet.
March 2011.
Underwater sea probe Gavin 

penetrated through the wooden 
wreck into a cabin of the vessel 
Treasure Seeker, which never 
came back from the island of 
Mauritius in March 1700, on the 
day Dodos vanished off the face of 
the earth. There were the bodies of 
a number of pirates, and a round 
piece of metal, with a picture of a 
Dodo molded on it. Gavin took a 
picture and looked at some other 
things. In a marine research lab on 
the coast of England, a man poin-
ted out the image to another man.

ÒLook boss - old money! 
Things do change, now we have a 
picture of the queen on our coins, 
but they had a Dodo!Ó

 
Sidney Woolf Hoyle

(9 years old)

AS I furiously channel-surfed 
recently, in search of something pa-
latable, I froze on the unmistakable 
and soothing voice of HAL in 2001: 
A Space Odyssey. 2001 is one of 
those timeless movie classics whose 
re-runs always bring something new 
and thought-provoking. Despite 
mixed reviews, many acknowledge 
2001 as one of the greatest movies 
ever made. Directed by Stanley Ku-
brick (who co-authored the story 
with science Þ ction master, Arthur 
Clarke), 2001 dabbles with artiÞ cial 
intelligence (AI) and extraterrestrial 
life. What distinguishes it from other 
movies of this genre is how well the 
apparent surrealism is grounded 
into good science. The main cha-
racter in 2001 is a ubiquitous com-
puter on a spacecraft. HAL could 
see, listen, talk and understand his 
human ÒcolleaguesÓ anywhere on 

board. In fact, HAL was the Òman-
in-chargeÓ, leading a secret mission 
to search for life in space. Another 
famous omnipresent, bad-boy 
computer is The Matrix, where self-
aware, sentient machines create a si-
mulated reality to pacify the human 
population, while using the energy 
in human bodies to survive Ð a bit 
like politicians.

Stanley Kubrick later wrote 
another movie called AI, comple-
ted by Steven Spielberg after Ku-
brickÕs demise in 1999. This time, 
the computers were more anthro-
pomorphic, such as Jude Law as a 
gigolo-robot. Or Haley Osment, as a 
heart-breaking child-robot with love 

for his mother that lasted millennia 
- talking of eternal love, as long as 
there is power supply. 

There is no dearth of Þ ctional 
characters to portray good and evil 
robots, androids and gynoids (wo-
man robots). From Kalevala, the 
prehistoric woman forged out of 
gold in Finnish myth, to Governator 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in the Ter-
minator series Ð or my favourites, 
C-3PO and R2-D2, the odd couple 
of Star Wars, and affectionate names 
for my twin kids!

HAL was a good excuse to 
reassess the progress of artiÞ -
cial intelligence. Is AI for real, 
or just a fad in academic and 

science Þ ction circles? There 
was a lot of excitement about 
the promises of AI when the 
Þ eld started in 1950s. But this 
was followed by an ÒAI winterÓ, 
when many were disappointed 
and research funding ran dry. 
Sceptics argue that simulating 
humans and their intelligence is 
decidedly difÞ cult or even im-
possible Ð given technological as 
well as existential barriers. 

We are still a long way from self-
aware humanoids serving us coffee 
and doing our taxes. Nonetheless, 
there are some remarkable feats of 
AI, often taken for granted. Like 
Deep BlueÕs historic victory against 

chess world champion Gary Kas-
parov in 1997. Or earlier this year, 
two champions at Jeopardy (the 
ÒQuestions pour un championÓ 
of USA) were defeated by another 
IBM computer dubbed Watson. 
And  there are countless practical 
applications where computers have 
accomplished tasks in human (or 
super-human) fashion, well beyond 
complicated arithmetic: taking com-
plex decisions on assembly lines or 
cleaning your house (robotics), 
diagnosing issues and suggesting 
solutions in knowledge-intensive 
Þ elds such as medicine or law (ex-
pert systems), seeing the world and 
interpreting images (computer 
vision), anticipating the effects of 
moves before taking them, even 
on remote planets (planning), pro-
grams that search online and extract  
knowledge (intelligent agents and 
data mining),  or even artiÞ cial pets 
and robots to comfort you (emotio-
nal agents and affective computing). 

AI seems to be reviving gra-
dually. Some even foresee that AI 
will soon alter history. Scientists 
like Raymond Kurzweil and Ver-
nor Vinge talk of a ÒsingularityÓ, 
a turning point when machine in-
telligence would surpass human 
intelligence and take over the pro-
cess of technological invention, 
with unpredictable consequences. 
Will reality be eventually stranger 
than Þ ction? Who knows? Maybe 
some computers will. 

Fiction
Dodos: The message that never got through (continued)

By Kreshna Gopal
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Diabetes 
and blindness 
(Part 2)

Long neglected or poorly controlled diabetes can 
lead to a variety of complications as high blood 
sugar can affect every part of the body. These 
complications can very often go undetected and 

reach a severe stage before the patient realises there is a 
problem. Proper awareness of diabetes is important to 
minimize or delay the onset of such problems.

 One of the most feared effects of diabetes is irrever-
sible blindness. This condition occurs through a disease 
called diabetic retinopathy. It is an affection of the retina 
which is an inner sensitive tissue lining situated at the 
back of the eye. The retina can be compared to a camera 
fi lm. If the fi lm is damaged, the picture is either blurred 
or not seen at all.

 There are four main stages of diabetic retinopathy. The 
fi rst stage occurs once diabetes has attacked the retina’s 
circulatory system. The walls of the retinal capillaries be-
come weak and cause micro aneurysms which are tiny 
balloon-like pouches. These can break and cause leakage, 
swelling and death of the retina. 

 The second stage of diabetic retinopathy is a worse-
ning of the existing condition and some blood vessels of 
the retina can become completely blocked. The third stage 
is called severe non proliferative retinopathy. At this stage 
the retinal blood vessels are partially blocked and the re-
tina lacks oxygen. Damage to the retina is caused by se-
vere exudation. The fourth and fi nal stage can cause the 
retina to detach and can lead to complete blindness if left 
untreated. It must be known however that good vision can 
still be present for very long periods even if extremely se-
vere complications are progressing. Vision will be affected 
only if the central region, as small as a pinhead, known as 
the macula is affected.

 Treating diabetic retinopathy will depend on the stage 
of the disease. The patient should be prepared to be re-
ferred to a specialist to help with the treatment. Diabetic 
retinopathy is usually treated with laser treatment and if 
bleeding has occurred, then the patient may need a spe-
cifi c delicate surgery called vitrectomy.  Vitrectomy is an 
operation consisting of the removal of the jelly forming 
part of the eye.

 It is good that the diabetic patient tries to understand 
how visual impairment and blindness are disabling condi-
tions. A simple test would be to close his eyes and enter the 
world of the blind as it is perceived. The patient should try 
to put himself in the blind person’s shoes. This should help 
him understand how this condition is incapacitating in 
daily life and also how it physically and psychologically af-
fects the person. At the same time, this experience would 
dissuade him from neglecting his diabetes as it is often the 
case in our country. 

The biggest problem is not diabetes in itself but rather 
the lack of knowledge and awareness around the disease. All 
patients suffering from Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes should 
receive a dilated eye examination at least once a year by an 
eye specialist. If diabetic retinopathy is detected, eye exa-
mination should be done more frequently and treatment 
will be prescribed to try to stop the disease from progres-
sing. Nobody would like to lose his eyesight. For this reason 
therefore, diabetic patients should focus on managing their 
blood sugar levels and keeping them within the normal 
range through medication, diet and exercise.

The PRB and the new 
Pension Scheme

Prior to July 2008 a non contri-
butory pension scheme existed 
for public sector employees. The 
contribution towards their pen-
sion was fully borne by the state. 
An employee on completion of 33 
1/3 years of service was entitled to 
a full pension or a lump sum and 
reduced pension. 

The PRB, in its 2008 Report, 
recommended for a new contri-
butory pension scheme. The com-
pulsory retiring age has been raised 
from 60 to 65 years albeit gradually 
and the qualiÞ cation period for full 
pension increased to 38 1/3 years 
of service. An employee has to 
contribute 6% of his monthly sa-
lary towards a pension fund. 

 Employees had the choice ei-
ther to opt for the new salaries and 
new conditions of service or to 
continue with their old salaries and 
conditions of employment.

Employees succumbed to the 
increase in salaries in the report 
and signed their option form wi-
thout giving much attention to 
the intricacy of the new pension 
scheme. The heads of Unions on 
the other hand failed to make a 
thorough analysis of that particular 
recommendation before advising 
their members to opt or not to opt 
for the revised pension scheme.

 In other countries such a fun-
damental shift would have given 
rise to a nationwide uproar but 
the Ôtravailleur admirableÕ of this 
country welcomed the change as a 
valuable gift.

According to a survey carried 
out in 2002 in large corporations 
like Boeing, Lockheed Martin, 
AT&T it was found that those who 

keep on working into their old age 
and retire late tend to die within 
two years after their retirement.   It 
was assumed that late retirees put 
too much stress on their aging bo-
dy and mind such that they deve-
lop health problems and therefore 
leave this world shortly after their 
retirement. In other words many of 
these late retirees do not live long 
enough to collect their fair shares of 
pension money. Hence they leave 
a lot of extra unused money in the 
pension funds.

Unemployed 
intellectuals

Today life expectancy in 
Mauritius is 72 years. Perhaps it 
may rise marginally in years to 
come.  Those who retired prior 
to coming into force of the new 
pension regulation will enjoy their 
pension for a period of 12 years if 
they happen to live up to 72 whe-
reas those retiring at 65 will enjoy 
their pension for only 7 years if 
they happen to survive up to the 
age 72. The pension fund will 
therefore remain overfunded.

Had the PRB, prior  to ma-
king such a recommendation, 
carried out proper research and 
sought the views of experts in 
the Þ eld it would have found 
that employees suffering from 
diabetes, working in insalubrious 
conditions, performing conti-
nuous night work or putting 
constant physical effort are short 
of strength by reaching the age of 
50. How could such employees 
be expected to work up to 65?

The PRB may argue that 

there is a clause in the report that 
an employee can retire at the age 
of 60. Who is so na•ve as to re-
tire at 60 while knowing perfectly 
well that with the new pension 
scheme he will not be entitled to 
a full pension, a pension precious 
for his upkeep? 

 The consequence of this 
amendment is already being felt. 
Those still in service, because 
they have to work for more years 
to earn a full pension, are barring 
unemployed intellectuals from 
getting employed and at the same 
time preventing those down the 
line from being promoted.  At 
the end of the day with the great 
number of unemployed young 
professionals swelling the job 
market the likelihood of a social 
upheaval/crisis cannot be dis-
carded. 

It is not too late for the PRB 
to have a fresh look at its new 
pension scheme.  The unpopular 
measures taken by the former mi-
nister of Þ nance were scrapped in 
the last budget. The PRB should 
take this as an example and cor-
rect its error. The retirement age 
should be brought to it former 
position while keeping the contri-
butory aspect. Working beyond 
60 years should be made optio-
nal subject to being medically Þ t.

It is perceived that all the 
trafÞ c jams are the making of the 
PRB because of its grant of duty 
free facilities. If no measure is ta-
ken to amend the new pension 
scheme unemployed intellectuals 
will have a similar perception.

GEMINI

 Retirement pensions are a lifeline for the elderly members of our society.



THE surge in ObamaÕs 
approval ratings seems to rise 
above partisan politics over here 
in the States. This boost in the 
countryÕs morale is so obvious. 
Personally, I have never seen the 
death of someone being celebra-
ted to such an extent in public. 
In many ways, the happy faces 
and impromptu ß ag raising 
happy hour parties do actually 
remind us of the mood sur-
rounding the election of Obama 
in many ways. Of course, it was 
at the same time a moment of 
sadness and reminiscence for 
many others, especially the fa-
mily and friends of 9/11 victims. 
Overall, joy was more visible 
than sadness. 

According to a New York 
Times/CBS poll, 57 percent of 
Americans said they now appro-
ved of the presidentÕs job perfor-
mance, as opposed to 46 percent 
last month. The increase in Mr. 
ObamaÕs ratings came largelyÉ
from Republicans and indepen-
dents. ÒAmong independents, 
his approval rating increased 
11 points from last month, to 
52 percent, while among Repu-
blicans it rose 15 points, to 24 
percent. Among Democrats, 86 
percent supported his job per-
formance, compared with 79 
percent in April,Ó noted the New 
York Times. 

Another interesting poll is 
the one from USA Today/Gal-
lup which shows that Ameri-
cans expressed mixed views 
on how Osama Bin LadenÕs 
demise will affect U.S. national 
security (which is the one of two 
main criteria for re-election, the 
other one being the economy, 
of course). Some 54% believe 
Bin LadenÕs death will make the 
U.S. safer from terrorism, nearly 
double the 28% who fear it will 
make it less safe. In a different 
collection of opinions, more 
than six in ten Americans said 
that killing Bin Laden was likely 
to increase the threat of terro-
rism against the US in the short 
term and a large majority also 
said that the Al Qaeda leaderÕs 
death did not make them feel 
any safer. 

In a bigger picture, Gallup 
notes that Americans are slightly 
more likely to be worried about 
a terrorist incident occurring 
than they were shortly after the 
London bus and subway bom-
bings in July 2005, but are less 
worried than at the start of the 

Iraq war as well as immediately 
after 9/11. 

In general, the death of Bin 
Laden and the way the news was 
received in the States clearly in-
dicate that Americans are still 
pretty fond of a strong and deci-
sive foreign policy leader who is 
capable of demonstrating Ame-
ricaÕs strength and unique mili-
tary capabilities. However this 
spike in popularity might well be 
artiÞ cial. Just like when George 
BushÕ popularity rose after the 
9/11 events before falling again. 

Economists predict that in 
the mid and long terms, be-
fore the 2012 election, anxieties 
about unemployment, gas prices 
and the national debt will resur-
face. The good will toward Oba-
ma because of Osama will not 
extend to his economic policies. 
As a matter of fact, sub-ques-
tions in polls demonstrate that 
more than half of Americans 
still disapprove his handling of 
the economy, similar to the re-
sult last month, the poll found. 

On the legal aspect of the 
Bin Laden raid, the US might 
have some trouble to address 
both the United Nations (UN) 
concerns and the rising tensions 
among some supporters of Bin 
Laden in the Muslim world. Na-
vi Pillay, UN High Commissio-
ner for Human Rights, is calling 
on the US to provide details on 
the killing. ÒThis was a complex 
operation and it would be help-
ful if we knew the precise facts 
surrounding his killing. The UN 
has consistently emphasized that 
all counter-terrorism acts must 

respect international law,Ó stated 
Pillay. The US Attorney General 
Eric Holder defended as lawful 
the US operation to go into Pa-
kistan because it can be justiÞ ed 
as an act of Ònational self-de-
fense.Ó Mr. Holder added, ÒIf 
he had surrendered, attempted 
to surrender, I think we should 
obviously have accepted that. 
But there was no indication that 
he wanted to do that and there-
fore his killing was appropriate.Ó 

ÒThere is no doubt that we 
killed Osama Bin Laden,Ó Oba-

ma said in an interview. But af-
ter discussions with his national 
security team, he decided that 
the photos of the bloodied body 
of Bin Laden were too graphic 
to be released: ÒThis will not 
change the mind of the skep-
tics, but might enß ame Al Qae-
daÕs followers. Also showing his 
picture as a trophy is not who 
we are!Ó 

The debate over the pictures 
has of course another connota-
tion, in the same vein as his body 
being buried somewhere in the 
ocean, far from the worldÕs eyes. 
Everything is done so that Osa-
ma Bin Laden does not become 
a martyr. In Pakistan, govern-
ment ofÞ cials will soon bulldoze 
the compound where Bin Laden 
was shot, so that his supporters 
do not converge there. 

If it is clear that the symbol 
of Al Qaeda has disappeared, it 
is less clear if the organization 
will thrive. One thing for sure is 
that the operational side of the 
network, which has undergone 
decentralization for more than a 
decade, is still pretty much active 
in various regions in the world. 
In the Sahel for instance, there 
are now fears that the demise of 
Bin Laden will raise the stakes 
for the French hostages who 
have been held by Al Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb for many 
months now. What happens to 
them might be an indication of 
the upcoming terrorist threatÉ
The world changed in 2001. 
Will it change again in 2011, 
and more importantly, how will 
it change? 
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Nad SIVARAMEN

Power  Politics

Obama, Osama and the world 

Satisfaction and political kudos for President Obama as he announces the death of America's 
enemy No 1

“Showing his 
picture as a 
trophy is not 
who we are!”

Since 2004, when 
the current US 
president got 
into the limelight 
as a senator, 
there have been 
several mix-ups 
between Osama 
and Obama. 
During the 
presidential 
campaign of 
2008, his Repu-
blican opponents 
often used this 
phonetic confu-
sion to harm 
Obama. But 
today the killing 
of the Al Qaeda 
leader by a US 
commando is 
proving to be a 
good thing for 
Obama, who 
is rising in the 
polls. 
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THE past weeks have been full 
of celebration for the UK, between 
Queen ElizabethÕs 85th birthday 
and Kate and WilliamÕs outra-
geously lavish wedding. And Mau-
ritius was not about to be left out of 
that party. Certainly, we could not 
take to the streets to celebrate, like 
the British who got a day off but 
Mauritians were hooked to their 
television sets, with the wedding 
broadcast live on television. It is 
estimated that a total of two billion 
people tuned in to the wedding 
across the world. After all, who can 
resist a fairy tale wedding, complete 
with a prince and princess?

As the UK forgot its economic 
woes for a day, 5500 roads were 
closed off to cater for street parties 
held throughout the country. The 
numbers related to the wedding 
are mind blowing; especially with 
vast amounts spent on security, 
the reception and letÕs not forget 
THE dress at £250,000! On the 
upside for the UK, it will give the 
economy a boost, thanks to tou-
rist arrivals. It is estimated that 

the wedding attracted 1.1 million 
tourists to London. Hard to say at 
this point exactly how much in-
come the event has generated, but 
with the country suffering from an 
economic downturn, an inß ow of 
revenue is a reason for celebration!

Of course, Mauritius could 
not be left out of celebrations for 
Her MajestyÕs birthday either, as 
the British High Commissioner 
to Mauritius, Nick Leake, hos-
ted a party in her honour on the 
eve of Prince WilliamÕs wedding. 
The guests included the prime 
minister, Navin Ramgoolam and 
the president of the republic as 
well as many high-ranking per-
sonalities. After all, the annual 
event held at the High Com-
missionerÕs residence brings 
together the whoÕs who of the 
country with a touch of ÒBri-
tishness.Ó What more authenti-
cally British meal than Þ sh and 
chips? Something many look 
forward to every year. 

Melissa LOUIS

Royal celebrations

“Li enn vender” can be said of someone who has betrayed a cause or a person (usually for personal gain).  

Vender – traitor

 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Arvind Boolell (left), Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam, President Aneerod 
Jugnauth join High Commissioner Nick Leake in a toast to the Queen on her birthday. 


