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Editorial ]

In this edition, you will come across an interview given to us by 
Craig White from the U.S. Embassy. He is not a journalist and is 
not particularly critical of the hostile relationship government has 
adopted towards the press. He thinks it is part of the game. Howe-

ver, his verdict about the prime minister’s recent attack on the press, 
particularly on our colleague, Raj Meetarbhan, is different. Couched in 
diplomatic terms, the tone of the confl ict is qualifi ed as “disquieting”. 

Before anyone jumps at our throats with the same mantra that the 
U.S. has no lessons to give on a number of press related issues, we has-
ten to say that it doesn’t. Craig White is the fi rst to admit that the press 
in his own country is not perfect. He denounces the lack of critical 
analysis it demonstrated during the Iraq invasion, for example, when 
it followed the herd and went with the fl ow to avoid confl ict. Once 
frenzy had been whipped up over the issue of weapons of mass des-
truction, everyone had to ‘see’ them or face the consequences. Anyone 
who has been in journalism realises how diffi cult it is to go against the 
fl ow, question and rationalise. Confl icts are generally a good outcome 
of that questioning. The confl ict here, however, has gone beyond the 
acceptable norms necessary between two discreet bodies which often 
relate to each other confrontationally. It has become frightfully personal 
and has reached a point where something has to give. 

One has to understand that until such time as automaton-opera-
ted newspapers are invented, asking the press to be totally objective 
is asking its journalists to let go of their humanness. When it comes 
to expressing opinion, a degree of bias is inevitable in every posi-
tion editors take, in every thought they express, in every word they 
put to paper. And, considering the diversity of newspapers, views, 
opinions and interests which express themselves in a totally free 
environment, the outcome ought to balance out in the end. The 
prime minister has to accept that and live with it.

Naturally, no one likes to be criticised. Our elected representa-
tives are happy to use the press to improve their public image and 
be in the public eye, but they abhor the fl ip side of it. Being in the 
public eye implies that you may be criticised by the same media 
which, at other times, celebrated other aspects of you. Hard as it is 
to accept, it comes with the territory. 

As a profession, we also have to do our mea culpa. We don’t often 
do that. We are in the public arena: we question, criticise and demand 
accountability. We accept that those holding the levers of state power, 
who are regularly the object of our criticism and from whom we de-
mand accountability, can and do hit back. But personal attacks which 
degrade human beings are unacceptable, particularly when proffe-
red by a prime minister who wants the press to publish the “truth”. 
We can’t do that. We can aim for a higher degree of professionalism, 
fairness, accuracy, rigour and respect for journalistic ethics. We can 
condemn slipshoddiness, approximation, lack of checking one’s facts 
and score settling. But we can only publish the truth as we see it for the 
simple reason that we do not hold the “truth”. Nobody does. That is 
the fi rst step towards mea culpa. It is a big lesson in humility. And we 
all have so much to be humble about. 

weekly@lexpress.mu

The fl ipside 
of the press

Craig WHITE

“Keeping the lid on information 
is harder than it ever was”  

by Touria PRAYAG

> pp. 42 - 43The IMF and Mauritius

Shooting Blind



THE rejection of a “fairer” elec-
toral system by British voter might 
make it harder for Mauritian pro-
ponents of the Proportional Repre-
sentation system.

United Kingdom voters have 
massively clung, this week, to their 
very old (and unfair) fi rst past the 
post (FPTP) electoral system by 
rejecting massively the alternative 
vote (AV) in a referendum. The 
AV system is an idea of the Liberal 
Democrats, the ruling conservative 
party’s coalition partner. 

This rejection takes us back 
down memory lane towards the 
ferocious opposition with which 
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam re-
jected any idea of any modifi ca-
tion of our FPTP system with its 
“best loser” adjunct.

After Sir Seewoosagur, all 
the prime ministers of Mauri-
tius have only paid lip service to 
the proportional representation 
(PR) system and allowed the 
FPTP to stay in place. 

Why? For the same rea-
sons which have pushed many 
members of David Cameron's  
Conservative Party to frown 

upon the alternative vote pro-
posed by their coalition partner. 
That the introduction of such a 
voting system would never allow 
the Conservatives to rule alone 
in the future was the widely held 
opinion in their own ranks.

Ruling alone as a one party 
system was in fact what happened 
in Mauritius after the 1982 general 
elections when the MMM-PSM 
alliance won all the 60 seats with 
70% of votes while the Labour 
Party (then in an alliance called the 
Parti de l’Alliance Nationale) did 
not manage to get even one seat 
despite having polled 30 % of votes 
in that election.

Analysts of the FPTP have 
been saying since time immemorial 
that this system blurs democracy 
in as much as it gives rise to too 
many “wasted votes”, that is votes 
that count for nothing, as the 30 % 
votes cast to the PAN in 1982.

It has also been a constant 
complaint that during fi rst past 
the post elections, people would 
choose to vote for the party or 
candidate they believed have 
the best chance of winning that 

election. Voters then resort to  
‘tactical’ voting. In other words, 
they vote for the party they think 
would be ‘least bad’. 

According to analysts, this 
mean that the candidate people 
vote for might not actually be the 
one they wanted. 

Remote hope

This explains why “indepen-
dent candidates” and parties such 
as Lalit never make it to the Mau-
ritian parliament. It is also a fact 
that in Mauritius, “independent 
candidates” and some “small par-
ties” set up as soon as the election 
date is announced are considered 
as mere clowns who are candid-
ates  only for the show. This is in 
fact a harsh reality of the country.

But whatever the reaction of 
the Mauritian electorate towards 
“small” or emerging parties 
confi rms Duverger’s law accor-
ding to which  countries that use 
fi rst-past-the-post systems become 
two-party systems with time.

In fact, fi rst-past-the-post 
tends to reduce the number of 

viable political parties to a greater 
extent than most other methods, 
thus making it more likely that a 
single party will hold a majority of 
legislative seats. 

The situation is made worse for 
Mauritius, where the opposition is 
clearly labouring to contract an 
alliance with the governing party 
which is also clearly not conside-
ring as wide a range of perspectives 
and concerns.

The hope of a meaningful 
electoral reform in Mauritius 
thus stays remote and it would 
not be a surprise if political par-
ties which are or have enjoyed 
happy days in power use the ar-
gument that the British popula-
tion have rejected the AV system 
to reject any idea of PR in the 
Mauritian system.

In fact, it is widely held 
that British voters did not vote 
against a fairer electoral system, 
but voted against the Lib Dems 
and the Conservatives in a pro-
test vote against the harsh auste-
rity program.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Soirée Disco
Radio One is celebrating its 

9th birthday in style by collabora-
ting with Hemisphere Events to 
organise this 80s show on Satur-
day 14th May at 8pm, at Swami 
Vivekananda, Pailles. French stars 
like Lio, Emile & Image, Plastic 
Bertrand and more will 
perform their grea-
test hits. Tickets cost 
Rs 1500, Rs 1250, 
Rs 950 and Rs 750. 
Call Rézo Otayo 
on 466 9999 for 
reservations. 

Harmonie
This dance performance, 

presented by Kareen Oxenham’s 
school of dance will take place 
at 7.30pm on Friday 20th and 
Saturday 21st May at the MGI, 
Moka. The show depicts the ad-
ventures of Harmonie, whose 
benevolent presence is essential 
to the world. Tickets cost Rs 500, 
Rs 400 and Rs 300. Call Otayo 
on 466 9999 for reservations. 

Photography 
Exhibition

The “Cercle des Artistes 
Photographes” is holding an ex-
hibition at Caudan Waterfront 
until Saturday 14th May, from 
9.30am to 5pm. The photographs 
all focus on the egg in all its forms, 
whether in a nest, broken or coo-
ked. Photographers participating 
in the exhibition include Pravesh 
Ramlogun, Michèle Mosses-
Dubois and Jean Noel Ahkee 

amongst others. 
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Doing nothing but with panache
Thought 
for the Day]
“Don’t cry because it’s 
over. Smile because it 
happened.”

~ Dr. Seuss

Events ]

Dubois and Jean Noel Ahkee 
amongst others. 
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Mauritius looks on while the UK clings 
to the fi rst past the post system

WHEN it comes to lending an artifi cial air 
of respectability to any dubious proposition, no 
one quite does it with the same amount of pa-
nache and pretension as our rulers. 

To get a glimpse of this, one needs not look 
too far in the past. This week provided plenty 
of examples. Take for instance the tortuous 
riches-to-rags story of the erstwhile poster 
boy of the IT sector, Jean Suzanne. Having 
an Aston martin, a Ducati and four Kawasaki 
motorcycles, a bungalow in Poste La Fayette 
and a plot in La Gaulette found and seized 
amongst his assets, he appeared in court on 
Thursday following the dissolution of his com-
pany Infi nity BPO. Despite the bling bling, his 
employees weren’t paid for months and de-
bts to municipalities remained unpaid. Is this 
fi xation with the trappings of luxury, without 
any tangible benefi t to the people, exceptional? 
Unfortunately it seems institutionalized in the 
very fabric of our political economy. 

How else does one explain the confi dence 
with which our minister of fi nance can stand 
in the National Assembly this week and declare 
bombastically that although unemployment 
rates will not go down, economic growth will 
continue? Following this convoluted logic, it 
seems that paper growth need not necessa-
rily translate into employment nor very much 
benefi t to the people; a proposition that would 
have Adam Smith and David Ricardo spin-

ning in their graves. The inherent absurdity of 
such a notion seems lost on our fi nancial and 
political mandarins.  

This tendency towards superfi ciality was 
noted in The Africa Progress Report 2011 
launched at the World Economic Forum on 
Africa in Cape Town this week. One of their 
conclusions, “The current type of economic 
growth (in Africa) has only limited positive im-
pacts on employment and income levels and is 

not suffi ciently translated into poverty reduction 
and the provision of vital public services.” 

This however, is not restricted to the realm 
of economics. Our water woes are back in the 
headlines after a brief hiatus coinciding with 
rainfall. Now it seems we are back to square one, 
with Mare aux Vacoas under 40% of capacity. 
The solution proposed refl ects all the intellec-
tual investment put into the problem over the 
decades; re-route water from Mare Longue (as 
if taking water from a particular area to supply 
another is a solution that can last). In the mean-
time, perhaps the CWA can resume its rain 
dance hoping for an end to our water issues. 

For anybody impressed with the rhetoric 
about transforming ourselves into a medical 
hub, this week illustrated how profound that 
vision truly is. Once more, the media carried 
reports on the fact that Mauritius seems eager 
to allow clinical trials of pharmaceutical pro-
ducts on human subjects. Why they are heavily 
decried and infamous in Europe, once more, 
doesn’t concern us. Becoming guinea pigs for 
big pharma is, according to our health ministry, 
tantamount to great strides in medicine. 

One is at a loss to fi gure out which to weep 
about, the fact that such mediocrity passes for 
grand vision, or the fact that we seem to have 
gotten so accustomed to it. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Jean Suzanne’s riches-to-rags story 
continued to make the headlines this week.
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Abu Kasenally to Paul 
Bérenger on the Patel Engi-

neering videoconference:
“We are not going to 

comment on Patel’s 
marketing strategy.”

Pravind Jugnauth 
in Parliament: 

“There was a signifi cant 
increase in women’s parti-
cipation rate in Mauritius... 
This contributed to increase 
the labour force faster than 
job creation. It is a positive 

development.” 
We fail to understand how 

having more unemployed 
employable women is a 

positive thing for 
the economy!

Well Said ]

Silence is 
Golden ]

Pov's Take ]

Chinatown presented the beauty of its cultural he-
ritage last weekend during the 7th Chinatown Food 
and Culture Festival. The event brought together 
people from around the island, who were able to 
enjoy a variety of Chinese dishes, snacks and cakes, 
while discovering Chinese art, songs and martial 
arts performances. One of the highlights of the 
event was the Fujian Acrobatic Troupe, which en-
tranced the audiences. Also on the programme that 
weekend was the Little Miss Chinatown contest, 
where little girls and teenagers brought out their 
best traditional attire. And of course, what would 
the festival be without the famous lion dance and 
the dragon dance, gracefully executed by local 
troupes. The festival provided a fun-fi lled weekend 
for the whole family. 

Photos of the week

Neotown question time

Not much to hang on a Christmas tree
THE Opposition was big on noise and short 

on arguments in Parliament on Tuesday and the 
Neotown saga unfolded in a totally different way 
from the MedPoint one. While ministers and 
MPs from government ran for their funk holes 
at the mere mention of the word “MedPoint”, 
immediately brandishing the umbrella of the 
ICAC to avoid answering any question what-
soever related to the issue, the ease with which 
the minister of land and housing, Abu Kasenally, 
replied to the leader of the opposition’s questions 
was disconcerting. What’s more, all the relevant 
documents related to the issue had been made 
available. The leader of the opposition was left 
clutching a copy of the minutes of a videocon-
ference of the Patel Engineering board meeting 
which had been leaked to the press. We had rai-
sed the possibility, when we fi rst relayed these 
minutes, that they could be nothing more than 
an exaggerated version of a businessman brag-
ging about his achievements in a desperate at-
tempt to persuade his board to sign to the deal.

We did, however, express our concern 
about a few issues such as the alleged change 
of law and other incentives which may have 
given an advantage to Patel Engineering and 
were waiting, with bated breath, for the revela-
tions which Paul Bérenger was going to make 

and which could not be done for as long as the 
Indian president was on our soil. We still cannot 
fi gure out the relationship between Patel and 
Patil but it is never too late to receive the much 
needed information.

Apart from the minutes of the above-men-
tioned board meeting, there was not much to 
hang on a Christmas tree: no serious documents 
proving the allegations made were tabled. The 
minutes were quickly dismissed by the speaker 
as not being the responsibility of the minister to 
comment on and Abu Kasenally added that he 
would not comment on “the teleconference exu-
berance” of Patel Engineering or on “the marke-
ting strategy” of the fi rm. Touché! In a brouhaha 
which made parts of the exchanges almost inau-
dible and which had the speaker calling to order 
and threatening to suspend the house, the major 
questions raised amounted to the alleged conces-
sions made in relation to the evaluation and the 
fact that there was no international tender.

It turned out that the land had not been un-
dervalued, that the law had not been changed 
and that the procedures followed were the same 
as before and that no concessions had been 
made for Patel Engineering in this respect. The 
outcome was therefore: No retreat , no surrender 
and public opinion is clearer now about the issue. 

The question we are 
left with is: if government 
can now see the advan-
tages of adopting the 
road of transparency, 
why doesn’t it ex-
tend the principle to 
MedPoint and the 
other issues raised? 
If they have nothing 
to hide, why hide 
behind the ICAC 
and the Offi cial Se-
crecy Act and what 
not? The only thing 
that achieves is to increase 
suspicion in the minds of 
the public, something to 
be avoided at all costs. 
Sunshine, they say, is 
the best antiseptic. 
The Neotown 
denouement is 
a case in point. 
Let it not be 
the only one. 

Touria PRAYAG

PHOTOS : YANCE TANYAN
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Anti-leadership

You’ve probably heard of anti-football, the 
term used to describe the way certain 
teams play when faced by stronger, more 
technical opposition. The only way for them 

to stifl e their adversaries is to resort to negative tac-
tics, such as extreme defensiveness and constant fou-
ling. It’s undoubtedly football, but it doesn’t really 
respect the spirit of the game, hence its unfl attering 
moniker. In Mauritius, we can boast of having added 
our very own term to the lexicon of contrariness: an-
ti-leadership. This unfortunate situation arises when 
people who have been mandated by the population to 
lead the country do the complete opposite, either by 
design, incompetence or weakness. They ride in cars 
fi t for leaders, dress like leaders and fi nd themselves 
in positions of leadership, but they don’t lead. 

Before being accused of raging negativity, however, 
let me fi rst give an example of sound leadership that 
continues to benefi t the country to this very day: the 
way the authorities and, in particular, the former mi-
nister of health, Satish Faugoo, dealt with the chikun-
gunya epidemic a few years ago. The fact that the 
evocation of this exotically-named sickness no longer 
strikes fear in people is testament to the success the 
country has had in eradicating it. It’s easy to forget 
now, but at the time, chikungunya risked bringing the 
country to its knees, almost literally. Yet, Satish Fau-
goo’s ministry worked tirelessly with the relevant ins-
titutions to get rid of it. More to the point, he acted 
decisively and with the best interests of the country at 
heart. Now, that’s leadership.

The country could do with some of the stuff right 
now. But instead of that, what do we get? Leaders who 
fan the fl ames of sectarianism for political gain, who 
blame the press for their shortcomings, who cower 
behind a paper tiger when asked about a major scandal 
rocking the country, who censure their brightest young 
peers, who delay local elections on spurious grounds, 
who pander to self-styled militias, who think that trans-
parency is a brand of cosmetics, who balk at enacting 
progressive legislation like the Freedom of Information 
Act despite pledges to do just that, who shun parlia-
mentary debate in favour of trading slurs, who have 
failed to deal with the deterioration of law and order, 
who use religious functions as political platforms, who 
undermine the working class with draconian labour 
laws, who milk the population to pay for the mistakes 
of political nominees, who make ludicrous decisions 
only to have to backpedal, thereby wasting everyone’s 
time…the list goes on. 

What is this if not the polar opposite of leadership? 
Someone once said that failure does not consist of ma-
king mistakes but rather of blaming others for one’s 
mistakes. The time has perhaps come to stop passing 
the buck. Yes, this administration has been slow to get 
out of the starting blocks; yes, it has committed some 
massive blunders; yes, it has to overcome some huge 
internal issues; and, yes, it will need the assistance 
of each and every Mauritian if it is to overcome the 
challenges that lie ahead. But it’s not too late. To move 
forward however, it will have to stop with its petty vin-
dictiveness against those who disagree with it and start 
thinking in terms of what the country needs rather 
than in terms of political expediency.       

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

MUSIC is an integral part of 
our lives. We listen to it at home, 
in our cars, when we exercise, in 
restaurants…almost everywhere 
really. Yet, very few people unders-
tand how music makes money for 
the numerous parties involved in 
its conception, production and 
distribution, from the songwriter 
all the way to the music shop. For 
instance, the Mauritius Society 
of Authors (MASA) pays those 
who write and publish songs, whe-
reas music producers remunerate 
those who perform the songs. As if 
these interactions weren’t intricate 
enough already, the sale of digi-
tal music and, in particular, caller 
tunes, has further complicated 
matters. More specifi cally, music 
producers believe the MASA and 
phone companies tried to cut them 
out of this lucrative new business. 

What exactly do Mauritian 
music producers reproach against 
the MASA? They say that by al-
lowing phone companies such as 
Emtel and Orange to sell recor-
dings of songs they’ve produced 
as Caller Tunes and Fun Tones wi-
thout their permission, the society 
shortchanged them. In a letter sent 
to Gérard Louise and Gerard Thé-
lot, general manager and chairman 
of the MASA, respectively, in No-
vember 2010, 11 producers remin-
ded the copyright management 
society that it “is not entitled to 
authorize reproductions of sound 
recordings which are the exclusive 
rights of music producers. We he-
reby request the MASA to stop all 
sellings (sic) or collecting remune-
ration regarding sound recordings 
as such action is illegal”. 

Although the phone com-
panies recently stopped selling 

these songs, potentially hundreds 
of thousands of downloads have 
already been made (at a cool Rs9 
each). Hence it’s not too diffi cult to 
understand why the producers feel 
aggrieved, especially considering 
that, internationally, 40-50% of the 
price of downloaded songs usually 
go to producers. In addition, tunes 
downloaded before the disconti-
nuation of Caller Tunes and Fun 
Tones are still in use (subscribers 
pay Rs10 per month for these ser-
vices). “Others benefi ted from the 
fruit of our work. It’s hard to see 
how the music industry is going to 
move forward in these conditions”, 
complains one producer. He also 
sees the decision to stop providing 
these services as an admission 
of guilt. Michael Veeraragoo, the 
chairman of Sosyete Prodikter 
Lamizik (SPL), an association of 
music producers, is even more 
adamant: “You can’t calculate the 
damage simply in terms of down-
loads. What about the moral preju-
dice to the artists?”   

Not only was the MASA’s 
approach fi nancially damaging to 
producers but it appears to be illicit 
too. Indeed, Section 26 of the Co-
pyright Act could hardly be clearer: 
producers “have the exclusive right 
to carry out or authorize […] di-
rect or indirect reproduction of 
sound recording”. MASA never 
sought these authorizations. Still, 
several producers seem to broadly 
agree that they’re keen to trying to 
negotiate an agreement for future 
downloads with phone companies. 
The latter however seem disincli-
ned to do so. “Everyone’s a loser 
in the current situation”, laments 
Michael Veeraragoo. The fact that 
three producers are suing one of 
the companies is perhaps partly 
responsible for this breakdown.  

The MASA defends itself by 
saying that its job does not consist 
of defending the rights of music 
producers. “We look after the 
rights of authors, composers and 
publishers only”, says the society’s 
Public Relations Offi cer, Hans-
ley Antoine. But did it inform the 
phone companies that producers 
are also entitled to royalties when it 
gave them permission to use their 
songs? According to a reliable 
source, the MASA did in fact ap-
praise Emtel and Orange of this 
fact during consultative meetings. 
Moreover, a clause in the contracts 
between MASA and these com-
panies absolves the former of any 
responsibility vis-à-vis rights that  Rock out, as long as you don’t use the song as a caller tune.     

Music industry 

Producers fi ght for  
The use of local 
songs as Caller 
Tunes and Fun 
Tones has been 
a major sticking 
point between 
the MASA and 
phone companies 
on one side and 
music producers 
on the other. It 
also highlights the 
shortcomings of 
copyright law. 
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 their rights

do not directly concern its mem-
bers (such as so-called neigbou-
ring rights). “It’s up to the phone 
companies to deal directly with the 
producers”, the source affi rms. 

In order to fully grasp the pro-
blem, it’s vital to understand that 
there are two categories of artists. 
In the fi rst, one fi nds the people 
who write songs - the authors and 
composers - as well as the pu-
blishers who acquire their work 
for commercial use, usually via a 
publishing contract. 

As its name indicates, the 
MASA represents this category 
of artists, namely by disbursing 
royalties, of which there are two 
types: mechanical rights (for eve-
ry CD or MP3 sold) and public 
performance rights (every time 
a song gets airplay on the radio, 
for example). These are divi-
ded as follows. Let’s say royalties 
amount to Rs100. Around Rs30 
goes to the MASA for administra-
tion costs, 50% of what’s left goes 
to the publisher (Rs35), while 
the composer and author share 
the rest (Rs17.5 each). Happily, 
members of this category got paid 
for the use of their songs as Caller 
Tunes and Fun Tones.  

Those who perform the songs, 
namely the recording artists, fall 
into the second category, as do 
producers who, according to the 
Copyright Act, are the people 
who take “the initiative and fi nan-
cial responsibility for the making 
of a sound recording”. Put sim-
ply, music producers are like fi lm 
producers in that they reunite all 
the ingredients necessary to make 
a recording from the studios to the 
printing of CDs. They own what 
is called “the copyright in sound 
recordings”. In other words, ar-
tists, composers and publishers 
own the original rights to the 
songs they’ve written, whereas 
producers the recordings of the 
songs they’ve produced. In ad-
dition, once a track is recorded, a 
new set of rights come into effect: 
neigbouring rights, to be paid to 
the performers and producers.   

But because neither perfor-
ming artists nor producers are 

represented by the MASA, they 
do not earn related rights. So how 
do they make a living? Well, the 
former are employed by the latter 
(via recording contracts) and also 
get paid for live performances. For 
their part, producers, who, in Mau-
ritius are usually distributors too, 
make their money directly from 
album sales to music shops. The 
advent of digital music has made 
it harder for them to get their due. 
For example, MASA was able to 
grant phone companies the per-
mission to sell downloads of their 
songs without consulting them. 

Funnily, the egregiousness of 
the situation seems lost on the MA-
SA. In response to the aforemen-
tioned letter from the producers, 
the society’s legal representative, 
Steeven Sauhoboa, affi rmed that 
the “MASA does not reproduce 
without prior permission and/or 
agreement in a contractual form 
with the authors/composers/edi-
tors”. But if the Copyright Act 
is anything to go by, the right to 
“carry out or authorize” reproduc-
tions of sound recordings belongs 
to producers, not the MASA.    

The crux of the issue, it seems, 
is the lack of an offi cial body to re-
present the interests of producers 
and performers. The creation of 
the SPL in 2009 was undoubtedly 
a step in the right direction, but 
it lacks the legal status afforded 
the MASA. For this to change, 
the relevant legislation, namely 
the Copyright Act, will have to 
be amended. “There’s a big void 
in the Copyright Act. There’s no 
structure to represent the rights of 
producers. It should be updated 
to a Copyright and Neigbouring 
Rights Act ”, says our source. 

Until a long-term solution to 
this problem is found, the issue 
of the rights of producers and 
performers will continue to be a 
fl ashpoint. This is detrimental to 
the music industry as a whole. The 
case of disagreement over Caller 
Tunes and Fun Tones is a case 
in point. Services that should be 
benefi tting everyone, from the au-
thors and composers to the produ-
cers and performers, and indeed, 
music lovers, are benefi tting no 
one. Simply because the involved 
parties can’t agree on how to share 
the cake. Given how hard it is to 
make a living from music in Mau-
ritius, such a lack of understanding 
is sad for the country.

Nicholas RAINER

“Detrimental 
to the music 
industry as 
a whole.”
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Instruments aren’t the only weapons musicians use to 
defend their rights. Copyright law is important too.
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● The Embassy organised a 
videoconference at the Uni-
versity of Mauritius this week 
about the freedom of the press. 
What was the aim of the video-
conference? 

Well, worldwide the US govern-
ment thinks that reminding people 
of the importance of freedom of the 
press and celebrating it is a good 
thing. In our own country as well. 

●  How much is there to cele-
brate- worldwide?

Worldwide, we’ve had, on the 
one hand, some governments 
cracking down or gradually stran-
gling the press or media. On the 
other hand, one factor which has 
worked the other way has been 
the new social media and the way 
the word can quickly be spread 
resulting in individuals having 
access to information which can 
embarrass governments or push 
them into action. This way of get-
ting the word out is unpreceden-

ted. It wasn’t possible 10 or 20 
years ago. 

●  You’re talking more about 
the social media. What about 
the traditional press? How 
much is there to celebrate? 

I think that overall, keeping the 
lid on information is harder than it 
ever was. And I think the traditional 
press is perhaps in a learning mode, 
as Eduardo Cue was pointing out 
at that video conference. The tradi-
tional press from his point of view 
worked with the new media on an 
issue like Wikileaks, which is cer-
tainly not one I am going to boast 
about, but the idea was interesting. 
Vast piles of material are out there. 
Journalists can play the role of poin-
ting out what’s signifi cant in a thou-
sand pages of material. 

● You must also think that 
we’ve made a lot progress as 
far as the freedom of the press 
is concerned. 

Do you mean here in Mauritius 
specifi cally? 

●  In general, then I will come 
to Mauritius. 

In the world, yes, I’d certainly 
say, taking a long term view, there’s 
much more that gets out to people 
than used to get out and it gets out 
much quicker through the press. 

●  The mark that we received 
from the American report 
concerning the freedom of the 
press is not very good. What 
factors infl uenced that ran-
king? 

Well, I think that mark has to be 
seen as nuanced. I think our own 
ranking on some scales is not at the 
top at this point. 

●  Your own ranking? How did 
you rank yourself? 

Well, I mean freedomwise, we 
were lower than some Scandinavian 
countries in one recent ranking. 

●  Does that surprise you? 
No. I think one of the issues 

would be the dangers of corpo-
rate ownership of media, of the 
shrinking of the traditional city 
newspaper that was more likely to 
be independent, maybe a family 
business that has been around for a 

few generations. Today, the newspa-
pers are more likely to be owned by 
a corporate conglomerate and that 
has dangers, so the report wasn’t 
saying that the freedom of the press 
is dying; the report was saying there 
are some negative factors at work. 

●  Have you seen some of 
those negative factors at work 
in Mauritius? 

Yes, I can see the dangers and 
I think I would add the dangers 
we just talked about of corporate 
control. Another danger I think 
worth pointing out is the loud 
confl ict between government and 
the press. 

●  Is it unhealthy? 
Well, it’s not necessarily unheal-

thy. We’ve had incidents where we 
have a perennial confl ict. Obama 
doesn’t much appreciate Fox News 
and George Bush did not like the 
New York Times and that sort of 
thing has gone all the way back. But 
I think the tone of the confl ict here 
is a little disquieting. And in a small 
country like Mauritius, it seems 
disquietingly personal. But on the 
other hand, let me point out what 
Edouardo in our videoconference 
also pointed out: the press really 
acting in a responsible way. No one 
is perfect and I think his emphasis 
was when you make a mistake ac-

knowledge it. When somebody is 
caught fabricating a quote or embel-
lishing a story or putting a slant on 
it that isn’t in the original material, 
confess and apologise. 

● Do you think we don’t do 
that? Quite objectively.

(Laughs) Honestly, no. It could 
be improved. That’s true of eve-
rything, but I think that’s a fair ob-
servation. 

● But weren’t you shocked by 
the prime minister’s attack on 
a particular press group, on a 
particular editor in chief?

I prefer not to get into those 
specifi cs. I’m not sure it would be 
helpful for me to do so. The confl ict 
is healthy but the tone seems to be 
beyond healthy and it would be bet-
ter if that were improved. 

● Are you also aware of the go-
vernment’s boycott and with-
drawal of advertising? Does 
that happen in the US as well? 

That’s a really good question 
about the US. And I don’t know 
the answer. I’ve never heard of 
either signifi cant government ad-
vertising in the US press or the 
government avoiding putting ad-
vertising in a paper. Of course, it’s 
not surprising that those who are 
government fi gures tend to give 

  CRAIG WHITE, 
   Public Affairs Offi cer and Spokesperson for the US embassy
  C
   PInterview

 Diplomatic in his judgements 
but realistic in his analysis, Craig 
White gives us his own defi nition 
of freedom of the press. He com-
ments on press-related issues in 
the US, Mauritius and the modern 
world in general, pointing out the 
inevitable gap between the ideal 
and reality.

“Keeping the lid on 
information is harder 
than it ever was”  



interviews to journalists who they 
feel are more positive towards them 
and that can be perceived as pu-
nishment of those who are not. 

●  Isn’t it against the rules of 
free expression? 

In effect, perhaps it is. But I 
think that’s the kind of punishment 
that you can’t avoid. If you’re the 
journalism organ that has the anta-
gonistic stance towards a particular 
government, which often happens 
if and when there are exchanges of 
power, you know one coalition goes 
out and another comes in and one 
party in power is totally defeated 
and another party comes in and 
then, of course, perhaps the paper 
that was in opposition and antago-
nistic becomes now more suppor-
tive than some other papers and in 
some ways, I think that’s natural- 
friends and enemies. 

●  But this is not about friends 
and enemies; it is about inde-
pendent reporting.

(smiles) That’s the ideal we all 
want to see.

●  But in general, would you 
say that the press is free in this 
country? 

Sure. I think that freedom of 
the press is not this platonic ideal 
that gets totally achieved anywhere. 
There is political conflict and there 
are interests, just like in my country 
where politics and the press are not 
perfect. Perfection is something that 
is unlikely to be achieved. In a human 
achievable sense, you can actually be 
proud of these achievements. 

●  How do you actually defi ne 
these achievements? How do 
you defi ne the freedom of the 
press? 

Well, I think when sometimes 
democracy has been defi ned as 
the ability to throw the bums out, 
maybe freedom of the press is the 
freedom to point at perceived cor-
ruption, injustice and mistakes and 
write about them openly. I have 
been to plenty of places in my career 
where that is just not done. 

●  And for you, that’s the de-
fi nition? 

I think that’s the major working 
defi nition. In an ideal situation, the 
government makes it constantly 
clear that the more scrutiny it’s un-
der, the more it’s questioned, the 
happier it is. (Laughs) That’s like a 
happy marriage but between press 
and government, there is an inhe-
rently adversarial relationship. Any 
government which has power has 
a tendency to corruption and the-
refore the government needs to be 
questioned and held to account. So 
yes, there should be an adversarial 
relationship; it shouldn’t get too 
comfortable. 

●  Why then did we get such 

a bad mark if all is well for the 
press in this country? 

Well that’s where I think the 
mark has to be understood as a 
nuanced mark that has to be seen 
in context. If I were seeing journa-
lists thrown in prison for questio-
ning government actions, if I were 
seeing the obvious scandals and the 
entire media afraid to question them 
in any way, then I would see disas-
ter. Then again, I think you heard 
Eduardo talk about problems in the 
U.S media. In the lead-up to the war 
in Iraq, the U.S media as a whole fell 
on its face and failed to perform its 
job; it was nowhere near adversarial 
enough. 

●  It acted like a gatekee-
per rather than a watchdog. 
Isn’t it diffi cult to go against 
the current?

Undoubtedly—there are insti-
tutional as well as social pressures 
at work.

●  You are saying freedom of 
the press is not enough, aren’t 
you?

Yes, to have freedom doesn’t 
mean that everybody’s behaving 
responsibly and well. It means 
that if those in power make big 
mistakes or do the wrong thing in 
major ways, then someone is free 
to point it out. The evidence is that 
in the US, there is a constant back 
and forth, where one section of the 
press tends to hold the president in 
high esteem, but others don’t. In my 
lifetime, I’ve seen plenty of that. It 
doesn’t surprise me and I wouldn’t 
want to hold Mauritius to a stan-
dard that we haven’t achieved in my 
own country. It’s up to Mauritians 
to push for freedom, responsibility, 
to work together, in groups or indi-
vidually, to point out what’s wrong 
and to work to improve it. 

●  When you talk about free-
dom of the press, where does 
the Freedom of  Information 
Act fi t in? 

Ah…now there as an American 
I think the Freedom of  Information 
Act (FoIA) that we have is an im-
portant tool. I used it myself once 
to obtain data from the State De-
partment that was not classifi ed but 
which was something they didn’t 
want to show. It is an important 
tool for journalists to obtain infor-
mation. It’s a truism in the United 
States that in the past our govern-
ment has stamped information with 
the ‘secret’ label and stowed it away 
somewhere, not for the good of the 
country, but for the ruling group. So 
certainly the added leverage of the 
FoIA is very useful. 

●  Do you see it as essential to 
freedom of the press? 

Certainly, in the modern world 
it’s one of those marks you can point 
to and personally I’m completely 
with you on that one. I agree with 

you that Mauritius should have one. 
However, I emphasise that that’s a 
Mauritian decision and it’s not the 
place of the U.S government to tell 
you that you should have this or not. 

● In broad terms, what 
purpose does it serve?

(Laughs) The more access 
people have to information, the 
more likely the government is to stay 
out of trouble.  

●  Did the bad mark we re-
ceived have anything to do with 
the absence of this act or was it 
done independently of this? 

We don’t have a checklist but I 
think it’s a factor in a very general 
sense. Passing that act would raise 
the mark Mauritius gets from Free-
dom House and many different 
organizations that rate different 
countries. We would notice that and 
take it into account. 

●  What about the fact that 
some newspapers are not avai-
lable in certain public places 
like public libraries and the 
national airline?

That’s the danger in all state-
run enterprises. They acquire a 
political dimension that they should 
not have. What does transporting 
people have to do with what in-
formation they get? Maybe we 
shouldn’t put too much stress on 
this, maybe someone who regularly 
fl ies in and out may be deprived of 
a newspaper or they may have can-
ned news on a fl ight. But you land 
and you can get it. I think such tac-
tics tend to backfi re tremendously. 
(Laughs) I think L’express and their 
media group get a lot of publicity 
out of this confl ict. Ideally, however, 
government should be entirely neu-
tral towards the press. 

● I’m going to take you off 
the hook now and talk about 
something else: the reporting 
of the breast beating after Bin 
Laden’s death. Isn’t that provo-
cation likely to make the world 
unsafe for all of us? 

I think it’s better sometimes if 
we rein in our natural reactions. In 
many cases, the breast beating was 
not in the best taste. I put it into the 
context of another incident that 
appalled and embarrassed us. That 
concerns Pastor Terry Jones, who 
sought to become famous by doing 
outrageous things. When people do 
things that are not illegal and they 
enjoy the attention, that is part of 
the messiness of having freedom of 
expression. You can’t control what 
300 million people do just because 
it presents an awful picture of us to 
the rest of the world. Those people 
are immature and thoughtless. 

●  Did the press act res-
ponsibly in reporting on those 
cases?

Well, it was news.

●  Now during the video 
conference, Mr. Eduardo said 
that public fi gures and celebri-
ties can’t just use the press to 
their advantage, that there is 
always a fl ip side. Do you think 
that because public fi gures are 
in the public eye, they are not 
entitled to their private lives? 

That’s a diffi cult one but in 
some ways, if you’re a politician, 
you’ll be praised to the skies by 
some and attacked by others. If 
you’re a celebrity you will feel great 
when everyone recognises you and 
sometimes wish you were never fa-
mous. Part of what has happened 
is that we don’t have much of a 
balance between freedom and res-
ponsibility anymore. I remember 
a story, where two newspapermen 
went to interview Nixon for a story. 
When they arrived there, Nixon’s 
wife came to the door and burst 
out at the two reporters and called 
them names accusing them of ha-
ving cost her husband the election. 
They didn’t publish that because 
they considered that that was his 
private life. That wasn’t news. If that 
happened today… 

●  Where do you draw the line?
I think we would be better 

people if we just said that we were 
not interested in gossip. 

●  Do you blame the journa-
lists or the public who are inte-
rested in the gossip? 

That’s part of the problem. 
Eduardo talked about infotainment 
(information/entertainment) where 
people are far more interested in 
entertainment than in information. 
That’s a shame. I’ve been reading 
the federalist papers that were writ-
ten to convince Americans to vote 
for our constitution in 1787-88 and 
there is an incredible level of writing. 
It just strikes me that they expected 
that people would sit and read these 
sophisticated political arguments 
and they did at the time. Now it’s 
much more entertainment that 
people are interested in. 

●  Do you feel that news is ali-
gned to what the public wants 
to know rather than what they 
need to know? 

There’s a saying that people 
get the government they deserve. 
I think there’s some truth to that. 
(Laughs) Perhaps the national cha-
racter in both our countries needs 
to improve so that we are more 
interested in what politicians are 
actually doing than who they fl irt 
with or what they said when the 
microphone was left on. What most 
newspapers report on is gossipy 
stories and gruesome crime stories. 
I suppose that’s what people want 
and they’re going to get it. 

Touria PRAYAG
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“Any 
government 

which has power 
has a tendency 
to corruption 
and therefore 

the government 
needs to be 
questioned 
and held to 
account.” 



This month, the In-
ternational Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) 
released its consul-

tation document for Mauritius 
for 2011. These non-binding 
propositions did contain 
some interesting proposals 

that provide a window into 
the thinking that goes on 

behind the IMF. 
One of the more 

curious proposals 
contained in the docu-

ment concerned ensuring 
long-term growth for the 
Mauritian economy. Aside 
from the usual nostrums 

about low taxation and 
encouraging foreign 

investment, when 
it came to em-

ployment and la-
bour, however, things are not 
so forthright.  The document 
stresses the need for “labour 
market reforms to increase par-
ticipation and decrease unem-
ployment rates, especially for 
women.” Further down, the 
same document quite wryly 
calls for wage moderation 
which “would be a key com-
plement for limiting the second 
round impact of the recent, 
mostly imported infl ation.” 
Creating jobs is important, ap-
parently, just not lucrative ones. 
Keeping that aside, Chandan 

Jankee, Associate Professor 
of banking and fi nance at the 
University of Mauritius, hi-
ghlights to the Weekly one of 
the reports inconsistencies: 
“Wage moderation means that 
wages are not allowed to rise. 
If you look at infl ation today, 
it’s mostly coming from the rise 
in global food and fuel prices. 
In what way will freezing do-
mestic wages lead to mitigating 
infl ation?” The only product 
of these proposals will be that 
“food and fuel prices will 
continue to rise in a situation 
where the real wage (purcha-
sing power) will decline. The 
only result that we can expect 
is increased poverty.” That’s 
the problem with the IMF, says 
Jankee. “They create and exa-
cerbate poverty, then give us 
lectures on how to tackle it.” 

A greater burden
The next target for the 

IMF was restraining the bud-
get defi cit. Put simply, the go-
vernment must spend less on 
infrastructure and social ser-
vices. As American economist 
Paul Krugman, in a recent op-
ed piece in the New York Times 
on the 8th of May 2011 put
 it,“That focus in itself repre-
sents distorted priorities.” Cut-
ting spending, as experience 

worldwide has shown, does not 
translate into sustainable eco-
nomic growth. On the contra-
ry, it cuts the legs from under 
long term economic progress. 
That is why, as Jankee states, 
“Most literature nowadays is 
questioning the assumption 
that growth alone is an indica-
tor of social development and 
welfare. In fact, it is increasin-
gly becoming the consensus 
that a slower growing econo-
my with an equitable system 
of distribution and a greater 
emphasis on human develop-
ment is better than vice versa.” 
That perspective, however, is 
missing from the document. 
“Most of these prescriptions,” 
Jankee continues, “are neither 
backed by good economics nor 
good sense.” 

Subsidies came up for 
particular attention. The IMF 
suggests getting rid of subsi-
dies on liquefi ed petroleum gas 
(LPG), rice and wheat and to 
better target social assistance 
programmes.  This opens up 
another can of worms. “Firstly, 
the subsidy on LPG is not paid 
by government but by moto-
rists who fork out a higher fuel 
price,” Yousouf Jhugroo, Chief 
Executive of the Institute of 
Consumer Protection (ICP) 
comments. “But the govern-
ment will be highly reluctant 

to withdraw subsidies on rice 
and wheat since they were one 
of the selling points of the ru-
ling alliance.” Jayen Chellum, 
Secretary of the l’Association 
des Consommateurs de l’Ile 
Maurice (ACIM), emphasises 
that “in our context, where 
there is a serious problem of 
infl ation, cutting subsidies will 
place a greater burden on the 
people’s shoulders. It is a non-
acceptable proposition.” 

Concerning targeted social 
spending, how does one cal-
culate that? Using income as a 
yardstick isn’t a good idea, given 
that a large chunk (up to 2/3) of 
the Mauritian labour force is ac-
tually self-employed or operates 
in the informal economy, wi-
thout a fi xed or stable income. In 
this instance, targeted subsidies, 
without mentioning the method 
of targeting, is a euphemism for 
cutting social spending. “This 
will only worsen the social cri-
sis,” according to Chellum. 
“Cutting subsidies only makes 
sense when there is a rise in real 
wages,” concludes Jankee, which 
is not the case at present. 

The IMF is not renow-
ned for its green conscience, 
perhaps  because its environ-
mental prescriptions tend to 
be a little skewed, even by its 
own standards. This report is 
no exception.  
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The IMF and Mauritius

Shooting blind

Each year, the 
International 
Monetary Fund 
(IMF) holds 
consultations with 
member govern-
ments in what are 
known as ‘article 
IV consultations’. 
Does the IMF take 
into account each 
country’s speci-
fi cities or does it 
propose 
ill-conceived 
one-size-fi ts-all 
solutions? 

Discouraging the use of cars is 
not accompanied by proposals 
to improve the outdated public 
transport system.

The IMF has been accused of 
making the situation in the deve-
loping countries worse through 
its prescriptions.
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The report calls for “stu-
dying the feasibility of “pay-by-
the bag” to reduce household 
waste and promote recycling.” 
This may sound feasible but 
only for those that don’t pay 
taxes to municipalities already 
for that very purpose. 

The right thing for 
the wrong reason

When it comes to carbon 
dioxide emissions, the IMF has 
some pretty interesting views. 
It calls for transforming the 
excise taxation regime into a 
“a revenue-neutral “feebate” 
system involving a uniform fee 
for vehicles with above average 
CO2 per kilometer and rebate 
for vehicles below it and a pro-
portional tariff on purchase 
price (to meet revenue needs).” 
Karim Jaufeerally, of the Ins-
titute of Environmental and 
Legal Studies (IELS), concurs 
with the measure, “It is correct 
to tax bigger, more polluting 
cars,” he says but he adds a ca-
veat: “You must put that mea-
sure in context. Putting it in 
the context of climate change is 
incorrect; rather it should be ar-
gued in the context of declining 
fossil fuels”. That way, the fact 
that building coal power stations 
passes unmentioned in the re-
port doesn’t strike one for its 
logical inconsistency. “They’re 
doing the right thing (in this in-
dividual case) but for the wrong 
reason,” Jaufeerally volunteers. 

The IMF proposes to re-
duce carbon emissions by 
“raising the marginal costs of 
driving and reducing conges-
tion.” The report proposes, 
“annual road taxes and regis-
tration fees should be conver-
ted into a tax on actual annual 
kilometers driven measured 
initially by odometer recor-
dings with a progressive switch 

to GPS monitoring.” Aside 
from taxing the number of ki-
lometres driven, “annual insu-
rance payments” should “vary 
in direct proportion to annual 
mileage which discourages 
vehicle use through raising the 
marginal costs of driving.” The 
problem of the infamous traf-
fi c congestion in Port Louis, 
a cordon toll, to the tune of 
Rs.20 per kilometer, has been 
proposed to discourage the use 
of vehicles at peak times. Mer-
cifully, the report adds, “mo-
torbikes should be charged a 
smaller toll than cars, as they 
take up less road space.” 

“It's commonplace for 
many cities around the world 
to charge a congestion tax,” 
writes Baljinder Sharma, di-
rector of Crain’s Technologies, 
in l’Express Weekly of August 
27th, 2010, “but these cities 
simultaneously provide other 
practical alternatives including 
affordable and effi cient travel 
by public transport – an area 
where successive governments 
in Mauritius have simply failed 
to deliver.” This is an important 

point, if we keep in mind that 
this advice is coming at a time 
when, rather than encouraging 
people to use public transport, 
bus fares, raised by the govern-
ment, are becoming prohibiti-
vely expensive. People will not 
abandon their private vehicles. 
Jaufeerally underscores that 
“you can’t just tax without pro-
viding an alternative!” 

This raises another inte-
resting point. For the ‘green 
vision’ of the IMF to work, 
substantial investments will 
have to be made in overhau-
ling the public transportation 
system so as to incentivize 
the public to use it more. This 
proposition, however, would 
mean going against the mantra 
of curbing spending in infras-
tructure projects that the IMF 
prescribes in this very report. 
Following this tortuous logic, 
we are thus led to a very spe-
cial situation where the IMF’s 
‘green advice’ only makes sense 
if we are willing to ignore the 
advice of the…IMF! 

The fact that contradictory 
advice seems to fl ow out of the 
organisation is not surprising 
if we take Jankee’s view: “They 
make their policies in the ab-
sence of any real research, 
any real data. They just meet 
people in various ministries for 
a few days and come up with 
their policy recommendations.”

Instead of rushing to be-
come guinea pigs for the IMF, 
infamously ignorant when it 
comes to the needs of deve-
loping economies with disas-
trous precedents the world over, 
we should look for indigenous 
and equitable solutions for in-
digenous problems. So, does 
the IMF seek to universalise its 
economic dogma, regardless of 
national specifi cities and needs? 
This latest gem can only further 
underscore that perception. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Gag her!

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

There’s something I’ve been meaning to do 
for a while but all the fun being dispensed 
by government and its lackeys keeps side-
tracking me. I have been meaning to call a 

couple of lawyer friends to fi nd out if a citizen can 
apply to the court for a gagging order against a mi-
nister. Unusual, I know, but Minister Maya Hanoo-
manjee is causing way too much distress to people 
to be allowed to go on opening her mouth. 

Somebody needs to tell her to zip it and seeing 
as her boss doesn’t seem too inclined to do the job, 
maybe we should take matters into our own hands 
and go and get that order. 

First Maya dearest has a go against obese people. 
The sight of them offends her, it seems. About 20% 
of people in this country are obese. Some have no 
control over their obesity (and a minister of health 
who has never failed any exams should be up on 
her biology), some because they’re slobs, let’s face 
it. But it’s their problem. If Maya is also up on her 
law- as an intelligent girl like herself should be, she 
would know that the Constitution doesn’t say a ci-
tizen will be entitled to free health care if they’ve 
been good and followed (and bought!!) Maya’s guide 
to healthy living.  

Then our health minister informs us that she has 
never (ever) failed at any exams. Ever. 

Wow, so the gods have smiled on her at birth 
and kept on smiling since then. Lucky Maya. 
About 40%- if not more- of people living in this 
country have however failed at exams at some 
point or the other. 

What does Maya propose to do with them? 
Oh, hang on a minute- her enlightened advice is 
not needed in this instance. Despite some tempo-
rary setback, most of those people have managed 
to overcome their failure and come into their own. 
Having failed at an exam doesn’t make one disho-
nest, bad or rude. Maybe they have a lesson or two 
to teach to Wonder Woman. 

Then the latest- people living with AIDS are a 
burden, says Hanoomanjee. Burden on whom? On 
Maya? On Medpoint? On the ministry of health? 

Hang on minute. Do you think that maybe 
the reason for the gaffes of Maya is that she has 
confused her title, that she thought she’d been ap-
pointed “owner” of the ministry of health rather 
than plain and simple “minister”? That would ex-
plain why she thought she could distribute medi-
cines to her constituents! You see, she thinks the 
ministry’s stock of medicines actually belongs to 
her! That also clears up the issue of the ambulances 
and the liberal use she makes of hospital beds and 
nurses for the benefi t of members of her family. Oh, 
and that’s why she worries so much about “wasting” 
what she thinks is her money on the chubby, the sick 
and the not as clever as she is. (And using it to buy 
the cousin’s clinic, it goes without saying). 

How would you defi ne Maya’s mistake? Failure 
seems as good a word as any. So, shut it now Maya 
or we’ll go get that order!

By decrying public spending and calling for fi scal austerity, the IMF is 
a key hindrance to public infrastructure and development projects.

The IMF has a long way to go to improve its public image: 
sticking to economic dogma won’t cut it. 
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Leisure activities

Games from 
the past
This page, which will be 
a monthly feature, has 
been designed especially 
for you to share with your 
children enabling you to 
spend some quality time 
with them. The theme we 
have chosen this week 
relates to the games 
that you played at their 
age and which they 
have most probably heard 
about. Let them discover 
them while you discover 
their reactions. 

■ Indoor games or outdoor 
games. Which would you 
choose and why?

Defi nitely  outdoor games! 
If you stay indoors with a 
videogame, you’ll end up 
playing alone. Outside, you 
will be with all your friends 
– so more fun and more run-
ning around. It’s a great way 
of getting rid of the stress of 
school. Indoor games are for 
rainy days only! Or why not 
a good game of “polis-voler” 
(policeman catches the thief) 
in the rain?

■ Why are outdoor games 
better for the mind and 
body? 

Outdoor games improve 
muscle coordination. When you 
use your Playstation, your brain 
controls the movement of your 
fi ngers only. Outside, when 
you are playing in groups, your 
brain has to deal with many 
muscles at once: how you catch 
the ball when your friend is 
running towards you, how you 
avoid bumping into him etc. It is 
also about teamwork – after all, 
you and your friends make an 
awesome team! And you can be 
sure to sleep really well at night. 

■ Should we continue 
playing traditional games? 

Absolutely! They are fun 
and bring you closer to your 
friends and family. Think about 
the good laughs you’ll have 
with an outdoor family game! 
And it’s a chance to be creative. 
Say you want to make a kite. 
You have to choose the colours, 
cut the paper, string and bam-
boo, make your own glue and 
put it all together by yourself. 
If you’re playing “polis voler”, 
you can use your imagination 
and invent a world for you and 
your friends. It’s about getting 
out there, making friends and 
learning to live together. 

Questions to…

Clyde LAMPORT, 
Head Coach at Equilibre 
Fitness Centre

ILLUSTRATIONS: STÉPHANE BENOIT

“Sapsiwaye”
HOW it works: In this game, 

you use the front or side of your 
foot to toss an object called a 
‘sapsiwaye’ in the air and 
catch it again, making sure it 
never falls. Think of it as jug-
gling with your foot instead of 
your hands! You can make your own 
‘sapsiwaye’. You will need the inner tube of 
a bicycle (chambre à air), a pair of scissors 
(with the help of an adult!) and string. Cut 
the inner tube into rings, and tie them tightly 
together using the string. You can also use a 
lot of elastic bands, tied together in the same 
way. The thick but light pack of rubber is 
ideal. “The game requires stamina and 
agility, and it’s fun to prepare your ‘sap-
siwaye,’” says Alain Muneean. 

“Cannette bal trou” (Marbles)
HOW it works: In Mauritius, the game of marbles is better known as “cannettes.” Here is 

one fun version of the game. You need four to fi ve players. Dig a shallow hole in the ground. 
Players take turns at aiming a marble towards the hole. The fi rst to get the marble in also gets 
the next turn. He or she can then aim at opponents’ marbles to knock them out of the way. If 
you hit an opponent’s marble, you win the marble. The better you aim, the more marbles you 
collect, and the higher your chance of winning. Simple, right? “Strategy is important here,” 

says Alain Muneean. “You have to decide which marble is the easiest target?”

“Tina” or “Titinn”
HOW it works: Play this game in pairs, using a table and 

ONE hand only. Decide who goes fi rst. The fi rst player takes 
about eight stones in the palm of his hand, tosses them in the air, 
then tries to catch the most stones as they fall…using the back 
of his hand. Then, still with the back of the hand, toss the stones 
in the air, and catch them in your palm. Set aside the stones you 
managed to catch – you have won these. Keep one “special” 
stone in your hand.

By now many stones have fallen on the table. Toss your “spe-
cial” stone in the air. While it is still mid-air, try to grab the fallen 
stones – you can aim for one, or more, but you must also catch 
the falling stone before it hits the table! Sounds tricky? Trust me, 

you have to be almost as fast as Superman to 
do this one. There’s just one rule here: never 
leave three stones on table at one go. If you 
do, you lose your turn and your friend takes 
all the stones. Speed and good refl exes are 
the key. See how fast you can go!

“Lastik” (Elastic)
HOW it works: You will need several players, a 

packet of elastic bands and chalk. Tie a knot in each 
elastic band. Draw a set of squares on the ground 
and put numbers in each square. One person will 
act as the “bank”, keeping a large stock of elastic 
bands. Players stand at a reasonable distance from 
the squares (don’t stand too close or the game gets too 
easy) and aim at them with an elastic. If your elastic 
lands on a number, you get the equivalent number 
of elastics from the bank, allowing you to continue 
playing. If the elastic lands outside the squares, the 

“bank” takes it. Winning is 
not as easy as it sounds. 

Don’t forget - elastic 
bounces! Give it a try 
and see. 

NOIT

Melissa LOUIS
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Singapore-
philia and other 
ailments

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

The titan of Bengali cinema, Satyajit Ray 
was once lambasted by Bollywood star-
let-turned parliamentarian Nargis Dutt 
in the Indian Parliament in the 1980s. 

The reason was simple: Ray’s fi lms, his detractors 
screamed, “exported images of India’s Poverty.” 
Dutt and her supporters had quite correctly gau-
ged that Ray’s depictions of the darker underbelly 
of India’s progress was simultaneously an indict-
ment of its ruling elite and of the jingoistic, glitzy 
superfi ciality of which they were the ideological 
justifi cation. Vulgarian, nouveau-riche Bombay 
was taking aim at intellectual, socially-conscious 
Bengal. Through this example, one can understand 
why, and how, countries seek to project an alluring 
image of themselves abroad. Why anybody should 
fall for it is another question altogether. 

We seem to be suffering from a curious epidemic 
of Singapore-philia. The image that we are fed is of 
a glitzy, ultra-modern city-state suffering from none 
of the apparent maladies of its Asian neighbours. Let 
us, for the sake of brevity, assume that those suffering 
from the malady are historical illiterates and are ge-
nuinely ignorant of how Singapore’s chequered his-
tory with its neighbours, such as relying upon arms 
contracts to produce weaponry for the Khmer Rouge 
(as Lee Kwan Yew’s own memoirs acknowledge) and 
other assorted south-east Asian anti-communist 
narco-militias, played in its economic development. 

The murky circumstances of Singapore’s rise do 
not concern us. What does is how it is at present. 
The myth of apathetic Singapore, singularly focused 
on IPADS, rather than political issues, was shatte-
red recently when press reports of demonstrations, 
thousands strong, against the ruling People’s Action 
Party (PAP)-which has ruled the city since the six-
ties, broke out. The news must have broken hearts 
in Port Louis too. The reason was simple enough; ri-
sing economic inequality. Politically motivated libel 
actions, draconian restrictions on the media, tame 
magistrates passing summary judgments on political 
opponents and the highest rate of executions in the 
world (three times higher than Saudi Arabia) were 
the cudgels with which dissent was, until now, mas-
ked, and the spotless image exported. No matter how 
much control a government has over information, 
facts are stubborn things. 

Similarly, aping Berlusconi and his media em-
pire, by launching a party organ (masquerading as a 
newspaper) will not work. Berlusconi’s dismal appro-
val ratings are proof of that. One can decry the lack 
of journalistic ethics, but how will launching a party 
screed help the situation? Governments should never 
aspire to pick up the cudgels of the fourth estate; the 
credibility (or lack thereof) of the MBC is evidence 
of how fruitless the marriage can be. Projecting an 
artifi cial image of our conditions and state will not 
work for long and, for much the same reasons, it has 
failed elsewhere. 

Ironically, there is no better example of this ele-
mentary truth than… Singapore. 

KATRIONA wears more than 
one hat at Charles Telfair Institute 
(CTI) from where she graduated last 
Friday along with three hundred and 
forty four students, the institute’s big-
gest batch ever. The event regrouped 
1200 people, including proud pa-
rents and corporate partners. CTI’s 
partner institution, Curtin University, 
was represented by Professor Werner 
Sootiens, while the Minister for Ter-
tiary Education, Rajesh Jeetah, pre-
sent for the occasion, praised CTI for 
its contribution to making Mauritius 
a knowledge hub. This year, CTI was 
proud to give students the institute’s 
own diplomas for the first time, while 
their first batch of students having 
completed the Master of Internatio-
nal Business (MIB) also graduated 
on Friday. 

Katriona Jeewooth, who top-
ped 60 MIB students, has a spe-
cial relationship with CTI where 
she has been since 2000. She 

started thanks to a scholarship 
for an advanced diploma, before 
completing a degree in compu-
ting - one of her passions. This 
tech-savvy young woman says 
information technology made 
her an independent learner. How 
did she move to international bu-
siness? Her natural curiosity drove 
her to take the plunge. While at 
fi rst glance the two fi elds seem 
worlds apart, Katriona says they 
are linked, since those in compu-
ting develop software solutions for 
the world of business. “I speak the 
language of both worlds,” she says. 

Katriona started working there 
as a tutor in 2002, and is now a lec-
turer in management, which meant 
balancing her professional and stu-
dent life within the same institution. 
“CTI became my second home,” 
she says fondly. Refl ecting upon 
her background, Katriona says she 
never believed life would take her 

so far. She grew up in the village of 
Grand Gaube, where at the time, 
further education was not necessari-
ly a priority for everyone. While her 
parents encouraged her, the young 
Katriona couldn’t understand why 
tertiary education was important. It 
was her secondary school IT tea-
cher who inspired her. “I realised 
what further education could bring 
me. My younger brother and sister 
have followed in my footsteps too. I 
can never thank Charles Telfair Ins-
titute enough for the opportunities 
they have given me.” The next step 
for Katriona? Enjoy her newfound 
free time and eventually move on to 
her PhD. There’s still so much for 
her to discover. 

Melissa LOUIS

The best 
of two worlds

Congratulations from the minister 
for top  student Katriona.

ENSAM nous capav sov 
boukou lavi (together we can save 
lives) is a slogan you will see on te-
levision adverts and billboards, since 
on 11th May, Mauritius joined UN 
members worldwide in launching 
the UN Decade of Action for Road 
Safety 2011-2020. Mauritius has 
an average of 144 deaths on our 
roads each year, about 500 people 
seriously injured and around 20,000 
accidents. Figures that are too high 
for such a small country. 

So, the Mauritian government 
is being ambitious. Speaking on 
television this week, the minister 
responsible for road transport Anil 
Baichoo said the government was 
aiming for zero accidents on our 
roads. The global figures put forward 
by the UN are alarming. About 1.3 
million people are killed in road 
accidents worldwide each year – a 
number that equals the population 
of Mauritius! 90% of all casualties 
occur in developing countries.

Saeed Jeewon, director of the 
Traffic Management and Road Sa-
fety Unit says that the UN’s project 
aims at global action to first stabilise, 
then reduce the number of deaths on 
the road. He believes that compared 
to the region, Mauritius has made a 
lot of progress. “In Mauritius, the go-
vernment has a Traffic Management 
and Road Safety Unit that deals 
specifically with road safety issues. 
This is not the case in many African 
countries,” he says.

The UN advocates that over 
the next decade, member states will 
have to take measures for better road 
safety management, safer roads and 
mobility, safer vehicles, safer road 
users and better post crash response. 
This includes engineering research 
for safe roads, the use of vehicles with 
modern braking systems, better first 
aid response after an accident and 
more awareness campaigns. 

One can’t deny that there have 
been countless campaigns on drink 

driving, speeding and seatbelt usage. 
So why do so many deaths? Accor-
ding to Saeed Jeewon, road safety is 
not exactly high on Mauritians’ list of 
priorities. This is how he depicts the 
average motorist: “Let’s say a person 
wants to travel from Port Louis to 
Pamplemousses. He thinks about it 
in terms of time. It takes 15 minutes 
to get there - but he forgets to consi-
der traffic, and other road users. So, 
he leaves at 12 when he needs to get 
there at 12.15. And when he realises 
he is late, he starts speeding.”

And when education is not 
enough, sanctions need to come in. 
Minister Baichoo also expressed the 
government’s interest in the penalty 
points system, which causes a person 
to lose their license as they accumu-
late offences. A project that is still in 
the pipeline, but might make a diffe-
rence. The harsh way is sometimes 
the only way to force people to get 
their act together. 

M.L.

Taking action to save lives

Hard work pays 
off: students express 
their joy at the
 graduation ceremony. 
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IN this space last week, we looked at 
how artifi cial intelligence (AI), a discipline 
that tries to impart intelligence to machines, 
is slowly closing the gap between reality 
and fi ction. Science fi ction writers and fu-
turists have of course let their imaginations 
run wild. Human-like artefacts have always 
aroused interest and fantasy, overwhelm-
ingly destructive in nature, as epitomized by 
Frankenstein - and sometimes positive, like 
Isaac Asimov’s relatively harmless robots. 

We are still far from engineering the 
comprehensive intelligence displayed by 
humans, referred to as “strong AI”. Initial 
optimism on attainment of human-level in-
telligence gave way to an understanding of 
the immense complexity of intelligence and 
our brain.  Nonetheless, there have been 
remarkable breakthroughs in building use-
ful applications in specifi c domains like vi-
sion, planning, reasoning, decision-making, 
hearing, learning, language-understanding 
and more. These are referred to as “weak 
AI” systems or intelligent agents, which are 
omnipresent (sometimes inconspicuously 
so) in modern technology – from medi-
cal diagnosis equipment to toys and Xbox 
games. These applications can see and hear, 
respond to questions, learn, draw inferences 
and solve problems, even if the capabilities 
are not all packaged in one body.

One area where fi ction thrives, and real-
ity is yet to catch up on, is touchy-feely be-

haviour in AI systems – which is intricately 
linked with self-awareness and conscious-
ness. Computers do not generally emote, 
have remorse or discover the joy of altruism. 
Well, this too may be changing!

For instance, Yishay Mansour recently 
introduced “hindsight”, and the “regret” 
it generates, into thinking machines. The 
computer may not “feel” the regret of past 
decisions, but it can measure the difference 
between the actual outcome and the would-
have-been outcome and use this wisdom to 
adapt future behaviour. For instance, Google 
wants to know how programs that manage 

unpredictable internet traffi c can regret, 
learn and improve on their own. Or inter-
net businesses (like online auctions) can use 
some hindsight to improve decision making 
and maybe avoid buyer’s remorse! 

With the huge strides in unravelling the 
magic in our brains and genetic makeup, we 
may be getting closer to fi rst understand, and 
then replicate intelligent traits. For instance, a 
recent neuro-robotics study by Olaf Blanke 
elucidates one of the most fundamental sub-
jective human feelings: self-consciousness. 
Another research by Swiss scientists Dario 
Floreano and Laurent Keller show how our 

genes evolved to make us go out of our way 
to help others – at least some of us. 

In fact, we may be at the dawn of an 
exciting era, and close to a turning point 
for humanity (or trans-humanism). In 
his 2005 book “The Singularity Is Near: 
When Humans Transcend Biology”, 
Raymond Kurzweil uses Moore’s Law 
(that has correctly predicted the doubling 
of computing power every two years) to 
foresee the arrival of post-human evolu-
tion. Rapidly increasing computing power 
along with Cyborgs (entities with a syn-
thesis of organic and synthetic parts), 
would lead to a point when machines can 
improve themselves at unimagined pace. 
It is like natural evolution being redefi ned 
to accommodate the artifi cial. This looks 
increasingly plausible with emerging fi elds 
like nanotechnology that can pave the way 
to synthetic brains - as shown recently by 
California-based researchers, Alice Parker 
and Chongwu Zhou. 

We can anticipate great benefi ts from 
AI, along with a host of issues though – in-
cluding ethical and moral ones, a bit simi-
lar to cloning. Who bears the responsibility 
if a robot imparted with some “free will” 
misbehaves? It will also raise fundamental 
issues on the nature of our intelligence, life 
and consciousness.  

Kreshna GOPAL, Ph.D.

HAS the CCM misled con-
sumers to believe that they are pay-
ing a very high price for cement and 
wasting a lot of this commodity be-
cause the STC has decided over the 
variety of cement to be imported by 
the operators? Yet, at some point, the 
Report of the study of the Cement 
Market affi rms that the STC has 
claimed that it “has never imposed 
on the operators to import this ce-
ment grade”, 

Furthermore, under the subti-
tle “Vertical Integration”, the report 
mentions the fact that Gamma, a 
major construction company has 
shares in Holcim Mauritius, while  
Premix (UBP) has interests in La-
farge Mauritius. It is underlined that 
these operators are involved in the 
supply of concrete, hence have a 
defi nite infl uence over the bulk ce-
ment market. It must be pointed out 
that bulk cement represents 40% of 

the cement market in Mauritius. 
This is where the CCM’s attention 
may have been misled, giving little 
attention to the impact of vertical 
integration on this market. 

Firstly, it may be true that 
there was a scarcity of cement in 
1984. The  report says that “prior 
to 1984, Lafarge was the sole im-
porter”. In fact Lafarge was then 
known as The Mauritius Portland 
Cement Co. It should be recalled 
that following a devastating cy-
clone in 1960, there was a new de-
mand for concrete houses instead 
of wooden ones. It may be that 
after independence in 1968, that 
the construction industry started 
to develop. According to my infor-
mation, it was at that time that the 
grade of cement that we need was 
decided. This grade (42.5) was 
imposed (in those days, it was not 
perceived as such because there  

were no other players). And this 
leads to the other facts that need 
to be highlighted.

A smell of collusion

The CCM Report underlines 
the fact the UBP as well Gamma, 
who have huge interests in the 
two respective cement importing 
companies, are also involved in the 
construction industry, specifi cally 
in their consumption of bulk ce-
ment. However, it ignores the fact 
that both UBP and Gamma are 
also involved in the manufacture 
of blocks. UBP having evolved in 
a monopoly situation for over 30 
years imposed on consumers the 
grade of cement they (UBP) need-
ed to manufacture blocks. In such a 
small growing up economy, Mau-
ritius probably could not afford, at 

that time, to look for other grades 
of cement. But this grade of ce-
ment (42.5) has been imposed on 
us for all these years, although our 
industry has evolved to a tremen-
dous extent. The CCM Report af-
fi rms that there is a “good market 
for cement of lower strengths such 
as 22.5 and 32.5”, which would 
have been more economical (15% 
less expensive) for the construction 
of simple houses.

 Therefore Lafarge’s argu-
ments that they could not seek other 
grades because of the tight margin 
allowed by the price control is a 
hoax. Holcim’s views that the 42.5 
grade is “the standard exported 
cement type” needs to be verifi ed. 
Such statements smell of collusion. 
Hopefully, the liberalisation of the 
importation, production, export 
and the price of cement with effect 
from July 2011, as decided by Gov-

ernment, will enhance competition 
in this market, enabling it to move 
from a duopoly to an oligopoly.

Furthermore, STC’s argument, 
as mentioned in the CCM Report, 
that  “it should stay in the market 
not as an importer but rather as a 
watchdog, ready to intervene(or 
to reap profi ts?) when the price of 
cement rises excessively” is ques-
tionable. State intervention is not 
warranted in a competitive market.

However, as pointed out by 
Dr Ashok Aubeeluck of the UoM, 
“in an exiguous market like ours, 
the temptation for collusion and 
cartel organization or behavior 
is intense.” Consumers rely on 
the Competition Commission to 
be constantly on the alert and to 
safeguard their interests.

Mosadeq SAHEBDIN,

Consumer Activist.

Artifi cial intelligence 
& virtual consciousness

Cement market

Will liberalisation be benefi cial to consumers? 



A racist society
EVERY Mauritian citizen 

should have a Mauritian identity, 
be called a Mauritian, and thus be 
part of the population in general, 
so to speak. Ideally, all other com-
munal tags should cease to exist, by 
law. But in the 45 years I have lived 
on this blessed plot, I must witness 
to the fact that the Afro-Creoles of 
Mauritius are the most neglected 
and downtrodden community, and 
are to be found in majority amongst 
the poorest of the poor. They are 
those for whom- for a variety of rea-
sons going back all the way to slave-
ry- social advancement, though not 
impossible, is the hardest to achieve, 
in Mauritian society. This is the rea-
son why I feel it is important to say 
something concerning Aurore Per-
raud, following your Friday editorial 
on the subject.   

 Aurore has never disappoin-
ted any of us, has worked correctly 
and honestly as MP for her consti-
tuency, and has been exemplary 
in her comportment as a newly-
fl edged parliamentarian. She has 
always been driven by her desire 
to help others, especially those of 
her own community, overcome the 
disadvantages of poverty and racial 
prejudice. This is her chosen fi eld 
of action as an MP- she is fi ghting 
in the forefront of the struggle 

against the overt and 
insidious racial stereo-
typing and sniping 
that she meets with 
constantly, because 
of her origins, or 

perhaps because 

of her physiognomy, but more 
because of what she represents: 
which is a beautiful young Creole 
woman, well-educated and am-
bitious, newly empowered in her 
legitimate search for social justice.

 Are other people making poli-
tical mileage out of her position? I 
really cannot tell. But when she tells 
me that she has travelled only once 
since her election, that she has for 
the past year become a target for 
what amounts to harassment from 
certain government employees, 
and that she has never made any 
appeal of any sort to any Creole 
or other communal organisation, I 
must believe her. If the humiliations 
of a year suddenly overcome her in 
public and she bursts into tears, I 
cannot feel anything but sympathy 
for her plight.

  Obviously, I do not know 
your sources, but in despite of 
my respect for many of your opi-
nions, I feel strongly that this time 
you have got hold of the wrong 
end of the stick.. 

 After all, you will agree that 
Mauritius is a racist society, com-
posed of a large majority of people 
who think and react as racists, and 
the Creoles, God help them, at the 
very bottom of the social ladder, 
have always borne the brunt of 
this reaction.

Paula ATCHIA 

A refreshingly courageous 
editorial on Mrs. Perraud in 
L’express Weekly. 

Rationality definitely seems to be 

prone to extinction in this country 
governed by primal instincts...  

However, in view of Mrs. 
Perraud’s allegations of racism, 
wasn’t it the government’s duty 
to forcefully deny (as forcefully 
as you did) any racist motive 
against a MP? 

Instead, the Ministry concer-
ned apologised purely and sim-
ply for the incident and casually 
ignored the allegations of racism 
against its administration...as if 
such accusation of racism are 
“business as usual”... 

Michel AHNEE

Just read your piece in Weekly 
about Mrs Perraud. It’s a brilliantly 
written piece and refl ects exactly 
what I thought of the entire circus 
around this so-called ‘incident’. 
Keep up the good work!!!

Jean Philippe

I made some comments on an 
editorial on the blog lexpress.mu 
while replying to one Pratima who 
considered your article in L’express  
Weekly to be «nasty». I am sending 
you a separate mail to inform 
you that I have given you 10 marks 
for your editorial on Mrs. Perraud. 
I seize this opportunity to let you 
know that I do not share your views 
on quite a few issues like Capital 
Punishment, Abortion, Virginity 
etc. but this time, you have hit the 
nail on the head.

Anwar ZEADALLY
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Skin deep

An apple a day ]
By Dr Zina Valaydon

In our quest for better health and longer life, our 
worst enemy is not sugar or fat or cigarettes, it is 
time. Ageing affects every molecule of the body, eve-
ry cell, every organ - heart, brain, liver, joints, skin, 

nothing escapes the persistent ravage of time.
There is an enthusiastic (and sensible) brigade out 

there inviting us to embrace ageing in all its glory, to look 
beyond the wrinkling, sagging and greying focusing ins-
tead on the windfall gains of maturity and wisdom.

And wouldn’t we all want that? Wouldn’t we all be 
happier serenely welcoming age as it comes as opposed 
to fi ghting a losing battle against nature? Truth is, we 
cannot accept ageing, let alone celebrate it because it 
is counter-intuitive.

The war against ageing is not driven by the sheer va-
nity of women fi ghting crows’ feet; it is driven by survival 
instinct. As human beings, we are programmed to want 
to live forever. Our fear of ageing is ultimately a fear of 
decrepitude and death. Wrinkles and lines are the most 
visible signs of age and as such, they are symbolic of the 
loss of one’s youth. 

On our angst thrives on a lucrative cosmetic business. 
We spend fortunes on anti-ageing treatments, creams, po-
tions, serums and elixirs, convincingly packaged in white 
boxes, designed to resemble respectable medication and 
promoted by celebrities frozen in Botox. 

Haute couture skincare doesn’t come cheap; some of 
those creams cost more than caviar weight for weight. 
However, the promises to rejuvenate and revitalise are 
not backed by scientifi c evidence. These cosmetics often 
claim to be ‘clinically proven’. This is a marketing ploy, not 
science. ‘Clinically proven’ means that one ingredient in 
the product has been shown in a laboratory to have some 
sort of biological effect.  A chemical result in a test-tube 
means very little. There is no proof that whatever worked in 
the laboratory will work when you apply it on human skin.

In reality, it is impossible to rejuvenate skin, or any-
thing else for that matter. Skin is composed of many 
layers containing collagen and elastin that provide elasti-
city, fl exibility and strength. As part of the natural ageing 
process, collagen is lost causing the skin to crease and sag. 
Once collagen is lost, no cream will replenish it, no matter 
how expensive or sophisticated.

Skin ageing is affected by a myriad of factors- genes, 
skin colour, environment, makeup, nutrition and so on 
but the most important element is sun exposure. If 
you compare the skin on your face to areas that you 
normally keep hidden from the sun, you will notice the 
marked difference.

Therefore, our best weapons against wrinkles are 
not more-expensive-than-caviar anti-wrinkle creams 
but humble sunscreen. Again, there’s no need for top-of-
the-range designer products that will burn a hole in your 
wallet; anything with an SPF of 30 or more is fi ne. On 
top of that, a diet rich in vitamin-laden vegetables and 
fruit, adequate hydration and regular moisturisers will 
also protect the skin. 

Bottom line is, ageing cannot be reversed or stopped 
and no amount of money will buy us a time machine. Fear 
sometimes leads us to believe in illogical, empty promises 
of an opportunistic cosmetic industry. May age bring us 
the wisdom not to settle for false hopes.

The Aurore Perraud saga
Righteous indignation or hype 
We have received a number of reactions to our last week’s 
editorial, some in the form of articles and some in the form 
of informal emails. We publish them below for our readers.

Oh, our brave little communal country!
“Seuls les poissons morts suivent 

le courant…”(Only dead fi sh follow 
the current)

BRAVO to Touria Prayag, 
who had the courage to go against 

the fl ow in her editorial last Friday. 
The cause has been heard. Lately, 
communalism has become a caricature 
for our brave little country. Everything is 
turned into a communal issue and the 
self-proclaimed defenders of nou-bann 
(our people) intervene to assert their 
identity and show that they are truly 
there…Voice of Hindu, Voice of Kreol, 
Voice of Muslim, Voice of Tamil, they 

are all present to defend their com-
munities. Soon, the politicians, (who 

play that little game so they can stay in 

power) will give them either a GOSK or an MSK for 
meritorious services rendered to their community.

The Aurore Perraud case made me smile, more 
than anything else. That a simple incident regarding 
an error in protocol should be interpreted as racism 
against the Creoles is a sign of the sickness of this 
country. The media attention given to this incident is 
disproportionate.  

The story that really deserved more importance was 
the one about the Voice of Hindu who attacked a jour-
nalist.  But, to my surprise, this piece of news was treated 
as if it were perfectly normal for a communal group, 
positioning itself as a vigilante group, to threaten people 
without being punished in a state where the rule of law 
prevails. Sometimes, I am disgusted by my country…

Lindley COURONNE

Citizen
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PARWEEZA ABDOOL 
spent three years searching for an 
explanation for the painful symp-
toms she was experiencing. Joint 
pains, breathing problems, fever, 
nausea and palpitations became 
part of her daily life until it was just 
unbearable. “Not knowing what 
was wrong with me was an addi-
tional source of pressure,” she says. 
Her illness got so bad that she was 
at the hospital almost everyday. 
Finally, tests revealed that she was 
suffering from a relatively unknown 
disease called lupus.

Last year, 15 lupus patients 
passed away in Mauritius, while 
another six have died since the 
start of the year. This auto-im-
mune disease mostly affects young 
women of childbearing age. World 
Lupus Day, observed on 10th 
May is an attempt to change that. 
Lupus is not contagious, but its 
exact cause is unknown and it has 
no cure. In its most severe form, it 

affects vital organs, including the 
kidneys, heart, liver, and lungs, 
also causing infl ammation, swell-
ing and skin rash. It needs careful 
medical care and heavy medica-
tion, because of the wide range of 
complications.

“It is hard to say exactly how 
many people suffer from lupus 
in Mauritius as no offi cial fi gures 
have been put together by the 
Ministry of Health,” says Dalilah 
Kalla, secretary of the NGO Lu-
pus Alert, which works to support 
patients and raise awareness on the 
disease. “Also,” she adds, “many 
people are misdiagnosed and do 
not know they have lupus, while 
others are afraid to admit that they 
have the disease.”

Parweeza’s diagnosis was a 
shock for her and her family. She 
did not know much about lupus 
and there was little comprehen-
sive information available from 
her doctors. A friend put her in 

touch with Lupus Alert where she 
learned to live with the disease. “It 
helps to meet other patients – some 
suffer even more than I do. You get 
courage from these people.” 

Before she got sick, Parweeza 
worked in a factory as a quality con-
troller, and took part-time courses 
to become a hairdresser. She was 
forced to stop both activities as the 
pain made it too diffi cult for her 
to move. “My job at the factory 
required me to spend many hours 
on my feet. It was hard to explain 
to my boss and colleagues why I 
needed to rest so often.” Parweeza 
has a message of hope for those 
who battle lupus each day. “I know 
people who have been very sick, 
and whose condition stabilised with 
time and care. One day, I will start 
my courses again and open a hair 
salon of my own. Life does not end 
with lupus.”

Melissa LOUIS

World Lupus Day

Fighting back

“WE now have free treat-
ment with antiretroviral drugs in 
our public hospitals, CD4 (clus-
ter of differentiation 4) counts 
and the HIV and AIDS Act has 
been passed making the needle 
exchange programme possible,” 
states Dhiren Moher, from the 
NGOs of the Indian Ocean. 

These steps may be worth 
celebrating. However, the picture 
of people living with the AIDS vi-
rus in this country still looks bleak. 
The most recent statistics from the 
ministry of Health show that 93 
persons died from complications 
linked to HIV in 2010, compared 
to an annual average of 52 deaths 
between 2005 and 2009. Added to 
this, seven persons have lost their 
lives during January and February 
2011 and 31 new cases have been 
registered during the same period. 
The number of new infections and 
deaths is also constantly increasing. 

Each year, the International 
Aids Candlelight Memorial 
is held on the 15th of May, to 
mourn the lives lost due to the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS. The glo-
bal community will mark the 28th 
AIDS Candlelight Memorial this 
Sunday and it will be the 6th edi-

tion held here in Mauritius. The 
community will not be able to 
help refl ecting on what has been 
done in Mauritius so far, particu-
larly in terms of social acceptance. 

The memorial will also be an 
opportunity to raise awareness 
about the risks of the virus. As 
things stand, no amount of cam-
paigning will change anything if 
the mindset of people does not 
change: “Looking at some PL-
HIV, (People living with HIV)you 
might think that now that there is 

treatment and needle exchange, 
there are no more risks. But, this 
is not the case,” warns Dhiren 
Moher. Concerning the needle 
exchange programme, this initia-
tive by the government is indeed 
very laudable, according to him, 
but he cannot help asking “What 
next?” Should people with a drug 
history be left on their own to take 
their daily methadone and believe 
they will easily fi nd a job and get 
out of poverty? A lot more action 
is needed from the ministry of 
social integration to help PLHIV 
take responsibility for their own 
lives; something which is not easy 
considering the discrimination and 
stigma which they have to face, 
starting from the hospital and go-
ing up to the health minister, Maya 
Hanoomanjee, who believes that 
PLHIV are a “burden”. Dhiren 
Moher, being himself HIV posi-
tive felt very offended and hurt by 
this statement: “I am not a burden 
on anyone. This kind of statement 
is not very pleasant and does not 
help improve a mindset which is 
already very negative,” he adds. 
Who would disagree with him?

Zubair HANSYE

HIV/AIDS

Candlelight  memorial

In less than six months, the number of people in 
the world will reach seven billion (only twelve 
years after reaching 6 billion). This total will 
continue to rise. There will be eight billion in 

2023, 9 billion by 2041 and, if the current demogra-
phic trend is not reversed, there will be… ten billion 
human beings at some point in 2081. The United Na-
tions released this week the “2010 Revision of World 
Population Prospects” which is quite a shift from the 
estimated 9 billion by 2050 that was expected to level 
off afterwards. 

What is the main driver of this substantial shift in 
predictions?  Well it has to do with fertility rates and 
Africa. While around the world women are having 
fewer children, mainly because of better access to fa-
mily planning or coercive measures like the one-child-
policy in China, in Africa this is simply not the case. 
Women in rural areas are left on their own. According 
to projections, the population of Africa could triple, 
rising to 3.6 billion by the end of this century. 

How will Africa accommodate this growth in order 
to feed and to house three times more than the present 
population? Nothing is sure, except that all the inter-
national efforts, often overlapping if not confl icting, to 
improve human security in Africa could be lost. 

Demographic projections are actually predictions 
based on present conditions. They have a lower end 
and a higher end. And what Africa and its multiple 
partners do or do not do in the mean time will deter-
mine where we end in this alarming range. But it is 
increasingly clear when looking at specifi c cases that 
policies should no longer be based on previous demo-
graphic estimates. Also, food and water should not be 
taken for granted.

Field research demonstrates, for instance, that in 
Niger the rate of population growth exceeds econo-
mic growth whilst 20 % of women have ten or more 
children. Niger, like other countries in the Sahel, also 
is under the direct threat of global warming which is 
undermining agricultural output. Already one third of 
the children in Niger are malnourished. 

No doubt  there will be huge challenges ahead. De-
mographic growth together with food sustainability, 
climate disruption and energy demands will hit very 
hard a continent that is already the theatre of so many 
other confl icts. 

If the high-fertility countries are mostly concen-
trated in Africa (Mauritius and Tunisia are rare ex-
ceptions), it is important to note that low-fertility 
countries include almost all European countries that 
are facing the issue of an ageing population. True a 
10 billion population size is a huge challenge in itself, 
but possible strategies are still possible. There needs 
to be a fundamental shift in resource use, cultural be-
haviour changes (for instance food and energy diets in 
the West), immigration policies and thoughtful appli-
cation of emerging technologies. 

If the world does not come together to develop glo-
bal strategies, then we will only give birth to a new era 
of suffering. 

Ten billion 
people!

Candles lit at the Memorial 
symbolise solidarity with HIV/
AIDS sufferers.



AFTER three long years 
of training, Nursing Offi cers 
(nurses) are granted only a 
certifi cate and not a diploma. 
Health Care Assistants (HCA), 
who do as much work as the 
nurses, only get six months’ 
training, which does not even 
cover the basics. “What is more 
deplorable,” says Bagooaduth 
Kallooa, president of the Mau-
ritius Nursing Association 
(NA), “is the fact that following 
the three years of intense trai-
ning, the newly qualifi ed nurse 
has to wait over six months for 
the certifi cate.”  

Furthermore, during the 
three-year training period, stu-
dent nurses are placed in hospi-
tals and other health care units, 
for on-the-job training.  But, 
the NA points to the fact that, 
during their placement, they 
are left to struggle on their own 
most of the time.  As it is, nurses 
are already overwhelmed with 
a heavy workload and they are 
not always available to fulfi l their 
roles as preceptors. “Due to the 
shortage of staff, student nurses 
are also counted as effective 
manpower to deliver care, rather 
than allowed to be observers,” 
deplores Bagooaduth Kallooa, a 

former nurse and present charge 
nurse at Flacq Hospital. “Theo-
retical knowledge given at school 
can never match the realities of 
the practice environment and 
the lack of basic equipment and 
resources, added to the shortage 
of staff, do not allow for a men-
tor to be present in the hospital 
to bridge the theory-practice 
gap,” he adds.

It is perhaps worth bearing 
in mind that the Central School 
of Nursing at Candos was 
founded in 1958. Much later 
another building was erected 
at Moulin à Poudre, Pample-
mousses. “I joined as a Student 
Nurse in 1984 and I have seen 
no change in the school up to 
now,” the president of the NA 
points out. “The same class-
rooms, the same desks and 
chairs. No upgrading or addi-
tional infrastructure to cater for 
the rapidly expanding health 
care service,” he adds. 

Initially, nurse tutors and cli-
nical instructors dispensed the 
training. Later on, those posts 
were combined into one to make 
room for the current nurse edu-
cator post with not much change 
in the profi le. The irony is that 
to become a nurse educator, one 

needs a diploma in nursing, but 
the Central School of Nursing 
does not provide such courses. 
Thus, most of the teaching staff 
has independently gone through 
a long distance learning course 
with the University of South Af-
rica, in order to achieve a degree 
in nursing. 

According to Bagooaduth 
Kallooa, there is also a shortage 
in the teaching staff at the school 
and the midwifery training pro-
gramme is currently run by a re-
tired midwifery nurse educator.  
Moreover, most of the courses 
offered by the training institu-
tion lead to certifi cate level. 

“Nurse education and training 
is based on an outdated curricu-
lum,” he says. “We are lagging 
far behind compared to several 
African countries which have 
moved forward to degree level.”

The PRB Report 2008 
clearly advised that a Diploma 
in Nursing should be awarded 
to student nurses instead of a 
General Certifi cate in Nursing 
after three years of training. The 
SSR Medical College, Govern-
ment has called for the setting 
up of other medical institutions 
but none of the present univer-
sities or medical institutions has 
a faculty of nursing yet. 

Fortunately, private clinics 
and health institutions have their 
own training schools. The Apol-
lo Bramwell Hospital started  
training its new staff well before 
its offi cial opening in Mauritius. 
Let us hope that the health min-
istry follows the path of private 
institutions. For the time being, 
however, this does not look like-
ly as Maya Hanoomanjee, who 
apparently has never failed any 
exam, may fear that Mauritian 
nurses or wannabe nurses might 
fail theirs. 

Zubair HANSYE
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Taking a patient's blood pressure 
- a basic skill in nursing.

“We are lagging 
far behind 

compared to 
several African 
countries which 

have moved 
forward to 

degree level.”

Nursing is an art 
and, as such, it 
requires an 
exclusive devotion 
and a very 
rigourous 
preparation. 
However, when one 
looks at the current 
situation of nurses 
in our public 
health service, one 
does not feel proud 
of the way the 
public and the 
health ministry 
treats them or, for 
that matter, of the 
way they 
themselves provide 
treatment. 

Nursing

The battle for proper training 



Because this imprecation has as much chance of success as a Freedom of Information Act has of seeing the light of day, it’s perhaps easier to 
simply learn its inevitable follow-up: veyer zafer (used to describe a prying person).  
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“THE name he inherited is 
well established in the Mauri-
tian political scene through his 
grandfather, Satcam, and his father 
Arvin as well as his uncles. But 
Sanjeet has other interests: I have 
never been interested in politics,” 
he says, “and Dad never imposed 
politics on me. I like what I do and 
I believe I am good at it,” he adds.

What he is good at is art. From 
a very early age, Sanjeet’s strong 
point has been drawing, particu-
larly human fi gures and clothes. 
When he fi nished his International 
Baccalaureate (IB) at Le Bocage In-
ternational School, he started toying 
with the idea of making art his ca-
reer. So he headed for the presti-
gious Australian Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology. Why not 
Paris, London or Milan? “I guess 
I like comfort. Good weather, food, 
fun and friends,” he admits.  But he 
did end up in Milan for his Master’s 
degree after his Advanced Diploma 
in Fashion Design. Milan’s  Istituto 
Marangoni, arguably the best in Mi-
lan and one of the best in Europe, 
opened its doors to his talent and 
there he developed a passion for 
the world of fashion. “It just grows 
on you,” he says. 

Why did he choose the world 
of fashion? “Because it is cool to 
work in this ‘glamorous world’.” 
Is it a glamorous world from the 
inside? “Yes, but there is a lot of 
work behind the scenes, like in 
every other job,” he says. “Behind 
the scenes, you have to slog it out,” 
he adds. Not all the time, surely? 
“Well, when you are involved in 
the production of the world of 
glamour, you can’t afford to get 

side-tracked by the glamorous 
side of it. You have to work hard 
to create glamour,” he admits. 
“With experience, you learn to 
handle the glamour and concen-
trate on your work. You develop 
the contacts but you carry on wor-
king on your production. There is 
so much work involved in creating 
a collection and presenting it in a 
professional manner.” He happily 
explains the processes to us, “You 
have to have a proper illustration, a 
technical drawing involving a front 
and a back view of the garment, 
zoom in on the details, mention  
the kind of trims and fasteners, 
the fabrics, the colours, the size 
specifi cation sheet, the cost spe-
cifi cation, production planning…
mind-blowing paper work!”

It is a world totally different 
from the one he grew up in. “Politics 
is not for me,” he sums up. “I would 
be a bad politician,” he humbly 
adds. How is he so different from 
his father? “Dad is patient. I am not. 
He is a hard worker. I am lazy,” he 
says, “but his hard work does inspire 
and motivate me.” Any similarities? 
“Yes, we are both diplomatic.” Ar-
vin is a politician and Sanjeet is a 
designer. “He’s got his career and 
I have mine. He is well-known. If 
I’m to become famous as a desi-
gner, it has to be through my own 
merit and nothing else,” he adds. 
Well, he is achieving fame faster 
than a politician would. Through 
his own creations. He feels that the 
media should bring out local talent 
much more to encourage creati-
vity. Hear hear.  

Touria PRAYAG

Sanjeet Boolell

Life outside the 
family tradition

Vey to zafer – mind your own business
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Born in a family where politics 
is passed down from father to 
son, Sanjeet Boolell has chosen a 
totally different route.His future as 
he sees it lies in the world of fashion 
designing. 

Kreol korner]




