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Editorial ]

Let’s rise above the unwarranted insults and accusations and be 
rational about the “Mega Scandal” revealed on Wednesday by 
L’express in relation to the Patel Saga. The name, to begin with, 
did not come from L’express but from the Leader of the Oppo-

sition, whose job it is not to show any concessions towards the government 
in place. Now, the revelations of our homegrown wikileaks are serious, by 
any standards. Publishing them, therefore, is what readers would expect 
any responsible newspaper to do. They are, without any doubt, of public 
interest and of interest to the public.

We concede that the Neotown development may, depending on the 
conditions agreed, be good for the country and we are satisfi ed that Ru-
pen Patel, the CEO of Patel Engineering, tells his associates that “what 
differentiated  PRIL [Patel Realty India Limited] from the rest [is that] 
PRIL gave out actual hard numbers…as to how much the Government 
will earn in taxes with this project, how far and by what percentage we 
will promote tourism, how much revenue will be generated in the form 
of taxes and income tax, how much employment this project will provide 
and how much FDI it will entail for the Government of Mauritius.” If the 
deal was based on these considerations, then we can only commend our 
offi cials for being focused on our interests. 

What has to be answered for, however, is why “For the fi rst time in 
Mauritius the Government changed its law, went to cabinet and gave 
somebody land on lease for 99 years!” The authorities would also have to 
explain why Pravin Malkani, the President of Patel Engineering, “often 
jokes that ‘Rupen, FSI [the Floor Space Index] cost is cheaper than the 
tiles you put on it,” a joke which we would have found funny if it were not 
our heritage being talked about. 

Naturally, no one rules out the possibility that the leaks are an exag-
gerated version of a businessman bragging about his achievements in a 
desperate attempt to convince an inquisitive board of how shrewd, pers-
picacious and competent he is in looking after their needs. Nor is one 
ignorant of human nature. 

The problem a responsible journalist is faced with each time is that 
information, any type of information, is considered the private property 
of those who govern us and is therefore classifi ed. And those who decide 
that the information should be classifi ed are those very people who have 
every interest in keeping the information to themselves. And it is this very 
situation which is incongruous. 

In a democracy, citizens are entitled to know the decisions made by 
the public body and why. We all understand that there should be checks 
and balances and that some information may very well need to be classi-
fi ed. The problem is that in this country, those who decide are judge and 
party. And for as long as every decision is shrouded in secrecy, every leak 
which comes our way is a lifeline towards information; the only window 
towards the truth. 

When secret information sees the light of day, inevitably the reaction 
is the same the world over: any red herring to skirt the issue and persecute 
those who brought it to light. We are following precisely the same script.

Why doesn’t the government let the information out through the main 
door, through the Freedom of Information Act? By the end of the day, 
the question is, “If there is nothing to hide why do we have to learn things 
through leaks?” 

Homegrown Wikileaks 

Ramesh Basant Roi
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“A general reduction 
in the VAT rate would help 

alleviate hardship”

Industrial Relations
Resolving the 
Insolvency Enigma

by Touria PRAYAG



Holiday fun for kids
Looking for activities for chil-
dren during the holidays? The 
Institut Français de Maurice 
(IFM), in Rose Hill, is organi-
sing fi lm projections for the little 
ones. Children should be accom-
panied by an adult who will also have 
the opportunity to discover these fun-
ny and original cartoons like Catch “U”, 
a cartoon about a unicorn girl named Mona who faces the cruelty of 
her adoptive parents. The cartoon will be shown on Tuesday 12th April 

at 11am. Children will also enjoy “Loulou et Autres 
Loups” on Thursday 14th April at 11am, a series of 
fi ve creative stories about wolves. The screening is 
open to children aged fi ve and above. Entrance is free. 

Call 467 4222 for more information. 

Soirée Disco R1
To celebrate its 9th anniversary, Radio One, in colla-
boration with Hemisphere Events, is organising a spe-
cial show dedicated to the 80s and the disco era. The 
event will be held on Saturday 14th May at the Swami 

Vivekananda Convention Centre in Pailles at 8pm. Re-
discover classics like Les Démons de Minuit by Emile 
Images, Banana Split by Lio, Macumba by Jean Pierre 
Mader, as well as other singers like Yannick, Philippe 
Cataldo, Plastic Bertrand and Jackie Quartz. Tickets 
are available at Rs 1500, Rs 1250, Rs 950 and Rs 750. 

Call Rézo Otayo on 466 9999 for more information. 
 

Slam Contest
A slam competition will be 
held on Saturday 16th April at 
the Institut Français de Maurice 
in Rose Hill from 1pm to 4pm. 
The event is open to participants of all 
ages and backgrounds who can sign 
up on the day itself as from noon. 
There are no limitations with re-
gards to the theme, the language or 
the style, but the text should be origi-
nal. The fi nals of the slam competition will 
be held on Saturday 14th May from 1pm to 5pm at the Serge Constantin 
Theatre in Vacoas. There are great prizes to be won, such as Rs 40,000 for 
the best national team and Rs 10,000 for the best individual slammer. The 
winner of the solo performances will take part in the “Coupe du Monde de 
Slam” held in Paris in June. Call 467 4222 for more information. 

Discover Ile aux Aigrettes
The Tourism Employees Welfare Fund (TEWF) is organising an outing on 
Sunday 10th April. A boat will take you to visit Ile aux Aigrettes and you will 
have the opportunity to visit the Blue Bay Marine Park. You will also discover 
beautiful aquatic species, coral and much more. Participants will get trans-
port from the following pick up points: the central post offi ce in Port Louis 
at 7.30am, the Plaza in Rose Hill at 8am and Curepipe townhall at 8.30am. 
the price is Rs 400 for adults and Rs 250 for children under the age of 12. 
You can make your reservations at the TEWF at Victoria House in Port 

Louis. Call 211 4343 for more 
information.
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Missing the point…by a mile

EVEN when truth is sta-
ring at us right in the face, the 
powers-that-be are slow to learn 
from the experience. This week 
has only further underscored 
this point. 

First, take the cacophony 
that we are hearing about debt. 
Instead of coming up with solu-
tions, what we are subjected to 
are quaint little lessons on how 
to properly manage our bud-
gets, much as the housewives’ 
shopping trolley is supposed to 
be the ultimate salvation against 
price rises.  There is, however, 
something inherently amusing 
about a state that spent the last 
two decades eviscerating res-
traints on a voracious fi nancial 
sector and debt industry, now 
like a schoolmaster, instructing 
them to be careful not to ex-
ploit people. One is entitled to 
naivety, I suppose. An issue like 
this that impacts everybody’s 
pocket should be a veritable 
goldmine for the opposition. 
Not so it seems; the lion’s share 
of attention is devoted to another 
corruption scandal, hitherto un-
der wraps. Understanding a 
runaway debt and infl ation pro-
blem is less interesting. All we 
as citizens must now do is grab 
some popcorn to watch the la-
test episode of a verbal joust, a 
clash of personalities between a 
government under siege by an 
equally visionless opposition. 

Speaking of vision, the new 
developments in the Medpoint 

case should serve as a cautiona-
ry note. True to Mauritian form, 
two senior bureaucrats have 
been hauled in by the ICAC 
(no doubt as evidence of a new-
found virility). This of course 
exposes a fatal shortcoming in 
the strategy of combating cor-
ruption, where it is the hapless 
bureaucrat that succumbs to 
corruption who takes the fall, 
instead of those who initiate or 
ultimately benefi t from the act. 
In this instance, plump scape-
goats have already been found.  

Or take the solitary case of 
dengue fever in Mauritius. It 
seemed only yesterday that the 
chatterati had condemned us to 
a tuberculosis epidemic. In the 
absence of a mea culpa about 
the over-the-top sensationalism 
which accompanied the tubercu-
losis story, we are now told that 
a solitary case of dengue fever is 
the new bogeyman to fear.  The 
script once again seems to be the 
same, a couple of days of high-
intensity coverage, followed by 

an equally rapid search for ano-
ther disease to panic about. 

Nor is this restricted to 
health and economics. Legal re-
form too is subject to the same 
rules. The voluminous report of 
the Mackay Commission which 
contained some excellent sug-
gestions for a long overdue re-
form of our cumbersome legal 
apparatus was largely ignored 
all these years, aside from a few 
cosmetic reforms. Now it seems 
the fruit of all that labour is to 
open up the undoubtedly gla-
morous post of court usher to all 
members of the public not just 
public offi cers. That too is gene-
rously praised as a visionary step 
forward.

Speaking of legal reform, 
take the question of the strike by 
foreign workers at Tropic Knits 
against poor working conditions 
and measly pay. Instead of focu-
sing on the widely acknowledged 
problems that foreign workers 
face in Mauritius and working 
to rectify them, the argument 
raised by the management of 
the company is that the strike is 
illegal. The question that should 
be running through everyone’s 
mind is why on earth a basic 
right, such as the right to strike, 
can be deemed illegal in the fi rst 
place and why such a situation 
should continue. This, however, 
is completely absent from the 
discourse. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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The new arrests around Med Point are symptomatic of the failings of our anti-corruption strategy; catching the 
hapless bureaucrat while letting the big fi sh get away: Yodhun Bissessur leaving the ICAC building.

“Understanding 
a runaway debt 
and infl ation 

problem is less 
interesting ”



THE siren has sounded. We are 
constantly being reminded that debt in 
Mauritius is taking on alarming propor-
tions. The alarm followed in the wake of 
the Financial Stability Report released by 
the Bank of Mauritius in February 2011 
which pointed to an “instilled culture of 
asset-building by households” leading 
to an increase in the indebtedness of 
households “mainly for the purpose of 
purchasing or construction of residential 
properties.” Statistics corresponding to 
this were presented in the report such as 
the average growth in credit to households 
which was13.4% in 2010 as compared to 
12.5% in 2009. But let’s not pretend that 
this is a unique situation that we haven’t 
seen before. 

In the United States, the model of 
debt-driven consumerist capitalism, the 
model that we have aped, should serve as 
a good point of reference to understand 
the roots of our own present debt crisis. 
The 1970s saw the abrupt end of the long 
economic post-World War II boom and 
the stagnation of the purchasing power 
in the U.S which resulted thereof. One 
way to artifi cially boost consumption in 
the U.S was credit. Since that time, Ame-
ricans went on a borrowing binge unlike 
any other nation in history. U.S employers 
were ecstatic; instead of raising wages, they 
now lent to the people and earned inte-
rest. The credit card, a form of debt that 
requires no collateral, was introduced to 
facilitate this process of indebtedness. In 
the absence of collateral, fantastical rates 

of interest (up to 18%) were charged. This 
state of affairs not only masked the gra-
dual hollowing out of the U.S economy, 
productivity and purchasing power, but 
also raked in astronomical profi ts for the 
banks and fi nancial institutions. It was this 
façade that came crashing down in 2008. 

Shoddy caricature
Mauritius has aped the same strategy. 

The explosion of hire-purchase schemes, 
loan facilities and a myriad of credit facili-
ties in the nineties marked the emergence 
of the much-vaunted fi nancial sector in 
Mauritius. Not coincidentally, this period 
also marked the beginning of Mauri-
tians’ fl irtation with indebtedness. The 
beginning of the nineties saw the simul-
taneous mass import of foreign workers, 
the stagnation of industries driving mass 
employment, greater unemployment 
and the gradual transfer of ever greater 
numbers into the informal economy, 
all  driving down wages and purchasing 
power. At the same time, this was the very 
period when the fi nancial sector really 
came into its own. Since 1998, according 
to the World Bank, the Mauritian fi nan-
cial sector has grown by a yearly average 
of 13%. The bank of Mauritius also notes 
that between 2000 and 2010 credit card 
advances have grown by more than 175%. 
This debt-driven prosperity is what was 
termed the ‘Mauritian miracle’ and ensu-
red that out of all the sectors of the eco-
nomy, the fi nancial sector remains the 

most profi table; a damning indictment 
of the façade of prosperity behind which 
our economic and political elite have been 
hiding all this time.

Like the U.S, we too are slow to un-
derstand the real causes (and benefi cia-
ries) of this debt trap. In the U.S, we were 
told, initially, it was people’s irresponsibi-
lity in taking home loans and mortgages 
that was to blame, a subterfuge that laid 
all the blame on the shoulders of the 
victims. Similarly, the initial reaction in 
Mauritius seems like a shoddy caricature 
of the same. Mauritians lack fi scal disci-
pline, economists inform us; they do not 
understand how credit works, what hire-
purchase schemes entail or even how to 
properly budget. What is needed is not to 
reign in a fi nancial sector gorging itself on 
debt with ever more credit cards on the 
way, but just to educate people on how 
to use them. Why we are in the situation 
we are in or how to raise the purchasing 
power of the people through rejecting the 
U.S-corporate paradigm and adopting a 
pro-poor macroeconomic framework are 
not questions which seem to be of interest 
to anybody for the time being.  

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

BIOGRAPHIES are not 
exactly my favourite literary genre. 
My arm fi nds it diffi cult to stretch 
to reach for them on book shelves. 
They are, more often than not, 
complaisant and tend to raise 
protagonists to a position history 
would perhaps fi nd it hard to 
grant them. However, Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth(SAJ) is no ordinary man 
and his journey from the narrow 
dirt track streets of La Caverne to 
the State House is a journey worth 
recording, even allowing for the 
shortcomings and lack of objecti-
vity any narrator may have. 

In this context, SAJ’s bio-
graphy, The Journey of Sir Ane-
rood Jugnauth, was launched in 
grand style last Thursday at the 
Bookcafé, in Belle Rose. The 
man who marked the history of 
this country and who continues 
to play a leading role in its life is 
worth celebrating. And the per-
sonalities invited to talk about the 
man and the statesman did not 
decline the invitation. Nor did 
they disappoint the audience.

The cynics who dreaded a ses-
sion of passe di ber were struck by the 
objectivity of the comments made 
by the guests in their interventions. 
There was indeed a lot of praise but 
equally little complaisance.

There was a general consen-

sus among the speakers that the 
man, whom historian Chit Dukira 
qualifi es as the “father of develop-
ment” as opposed to Sir Seewoo-
sagur Ramgoolam who is known 
as the “father of the nation” is 
endowed with simplicity and 
pragmatism. Jean-Claude de l’Es-
trac, Chairman of La Sentinelle, 
recalling his experience with SAJ 
during the time when he was a mi-
nister in his government, said that 
the man has “no disproportionate 

ambition and no hidden agenda.” 
The minister of Tourism, Nando 
Bodha, talked about the simplicity 
in the welcome one receives when 
one pays a visit to the president 
and put down his lack of “dispro-
portionate ambition” to his belief 
in destiny. 

If Jean-Claude de l’Estrac 
highlighted SAJ’s pragmatism, 
he also invoked how closely this 
pragmatism was linked to oppor-
tunism as SAJ, according to him, 

was “very careful of the impact 
of his decisions on his political 
career.” But, de l’Estrac  stressed,  
he was quick at taking decisions 
and pragrmatism was for him “a 
management principle.” He was 
not interested in “complex philo-
sophical arguments”. 

The three men relating SAJ’s 
journey agreed on the fact that 
behind his sometimes “brutal” 
language lies a very sensitive soul. 
He can easily be hurt. Nando 

Bodha specifi cally talked about 
the moments of solitude they went 
through together after the electoral 
defeat and the incident of the 20-ru-
pee note printed with the effi gy of 
Lady Sarojini Jugnauth which was 
heavily criticized. In such moments, 
Nando Bodha recalled, “I saw SAJ 
shed tears.”

Invited to close the debate, La-
dy Sarojini said that other than the 
achievements recognized within the 
country, SAJ has also been awarded 
medals by other nations like France 
and India. She added that her hus-
band is “an honest, disciplined man 
who has never hurt anyone.”

How many of these events and 
emotions transpire from the bio-
graphy can be found out through 
reading the book. But before you 
open the fi rst pages, bear in mind 
the writer’s appeal and be indul-
gent: Harish Fhooblall admits that 
he is not a historian and that some 
of the facts recorded in the book 
“may not be accurate.” He also 
promises another edition which will 
not be based on his personal opi-
nion only but will include the testi-
monies of other personalities. Chit 
Dukira, Jean-Claude de l’Estrac 
and Nando Bodha have already 
written several chapters for him! 

Touria PRAYAG
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Chit Dukira, historian, Jean-Claude de l'Estrac, author and chairman of the board of La Sentinelle, Shafi q Osman, 
Executive Chairman of Books and Business and Nando Bodha, minister of Tourism, at the Book Café.

Debt in Mauritius
The Hangover

A modest man, a modest book, a grand launch

The last two decades have seen an explosion of debt and 
a reduction of purchasing power fuelling the meteoric rise 
of the fi nancial sector in Mauritius.

In our last week’s article “Economic 
growth and curbing infl ation” Afsar 
Ebrahim’s name was misspelt as Asraf. 
We apologize to Mr. Afsar Ebrahim 
and to our readers.

Rejoinder
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Smack 
my lunch up

A couple of weeks ago, a group of concer-
ned citizens organized a national day of 
courtesy on the road. Its objectives were 
evident: travelling has become such a 

taxing experience that drivers and passengers alike 
are becoming increasingly irritable and abusive to-
wards each other. This only contributes to making 
our roads even more stressful. So, by making it a 
point of being polite, we can make our journeys a 
little more pleasant. A laudable initiative, to be sure. 
Without wanting to rain on their parade though, it 
has as much chance of taking on as a lead balloon 
has of wafting to the top of Pieter Both. Perhaps 
it’s the wrong approach altogether, perhaps what we 
really need is a national day of verbal abuse. Only 
then will we learn how to be nice to each other. 

Now, I know exactly what you’re going to say: eve-
ry day is pretty much a national day of verbal abuse 
already. But I’m not talking about the throwaway 
swearword or timid tirades that peter out soon after 
being uttered. No, dear readers. What I have in mind 
is a sort of shock and awe of insults, a nationwide 
outpouring of bile that would allow all Mauritians to 
cleanse themselves of all their pent up rage and frus-
tration. Naturally, precautions would have to be taken 
to ensure that the event doesn’t fall on a Tuesday; our 
parliamentarians would be at a complete loss if asked 
to indulge in anything else than exalted prose, witty 
repartee and impeccable manners. It might even result 
in spontaneous combustion. 

The benefi ts of a national day of verbal abuse 
would be myriad: by making anti-social behaviour ba-
nal and even something to be encouraged, Mauritians 
everywhere would be rid of the urge to insult each 
other. Employees would give their employers a piece 
of their mind, waiters and maids would tell tourists 
what they really think of them and teachers would 
have an opportunity of getting even with annoying 
students. It’d be a way of knocking the cosmos back 
into kilter and the next day everyone would, by de-
fault, resort to politeness, safe in the comfort that it’s 
only a question of time until they get to legally vent 
their spleen again. So, rather than ask people to be 
polite, perhaps we should demand that they be horrid, 
at least once a year. 

In reality, there is as much chance of a national day 
of verbal abuse happening as there of everyone being 
courteous on our roads. There is, however, something 
to be learnt here: we’ve spent so long trying not to of-
fend each other’s sensitivities that we’ve lost our ability 
to dispense and accept constructive criticism. Sure, we 
bitch and gossip like there’s no tomorrow, but we’re 
rarely, if ever allowed to express how we really feel 
about each other’s cultures, idiosyncrasies and foibles. 
That might explain why we’re so prone to fl ying off the 
handle at the merest hint of provocation. 

We are, in other words, riddled with all sorts of 
complexes. For a long time, this was a side-effect of 
the painstaking task of nation building. In today’s world 
however, we might need to go beyond inane political 
correctness and hollow slogans of the unity-in-diver-
sity variety, to fi nally accept that it’s our differences as 
much as our similarities that defi ne who we are. Only 
then will we truly be able to appreciate our common 
wealth and tap into our potential. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

It is said that the 
success of our 
tourism sector lies 
in our human re-
sources, especially 
in the hotel sector. 
How is the indus-
try coping with 
fi nding reliable 
and skilled staff? 
We take a look 
at the challenges 
faced by hotels in 
the light of 
recurring reports 
of theft.

ANOTHER case of theft 
involving a valet at Legends Ho-
tel… Three employees of Shanti 
Maurice steal Rs 80,000 from the 
hotel… As these stories made the 
headlines over the past weeks, with 
the lingering memory of Michaela 
McAreavey, the question of reliable 
staffi ng in hotels and security for 
tourists is inevitably back on the ta-
ble. The epidemic of thefts in hotels 
is nothing new. However, it is dif-
fi cult to say how widespread the 
phenomenon is, because thieves 
are not always prosecuted.  After 
all, how many tourists would want 
to spend their holidays dealing with 
police procedures? Patrice Legris, 
CEO of l’Association des Hotel-
iers et Restaurateurs-Ile Maurice, 
(AHRIM), insists that only a mi-
nority of employees are concerned 
with matters of theft. “We must 

not generalise and think that every 
employee is a potential thief,” he 
says. “The tourism industry is well 
known for the quality of service 
given by hotels and by the employ-
ees who are our main assets. How-
ever, hotels have a zero tolerance 
policy and if an employee if found 
guilty, he is fi red on the spot.”

While tourism is considered 
as a pillar of the economy, with 
tourist arrivals reaching 934,827 
in 2010, Patrice Legris admits that 
there is an increasing problem in 
fi nding enough qualifi ed employ-
ees. According to the ‘Survey of 
Employment and Earnings’ pub-
lished by the Central Statistics Of-
fi ce (CSO), direct employment 
in hotels, restaurants and travel & 
tourism establishments employing 
10 persons or more stood at 26 
922 at the end of March 2009 - a 

Decline in crimes against tourists

Breakfast by the pool - a relaxing moment in the tourist's day.

There has nevertheless been a decrease 
in criminal offenses against tourists in Mau-
ritius. The Prime minister, Navin Ramgoo-
lam recently said in Parliament that the 
number of reported cases has decreased 
from 913 in 2005 to 292 in 2010. As at 17 
March, the number of cases was 75. There 
has however been a total of 3667 from 2005 
till today, a fi gure that is still too high and 
shows that security is far from being gua-
ranteed. The Prime Minister also gave the 
following data: convictions were secured in 
239 cases, while the police are still inves-
tigating another 324 cases. The “Police du 

Tourisme”, explained Navin Ramgoolam, is 
now attached to the Emergency Response 
Service (ERS). The duties of the ERS have 
been enlarged and tourist protection is one 
of its primary responsibilities. He said, “The 
main objective of this reorganisation is to 
attend as promptly as possible to cases of 
tourists who are victims of larceny, larceny 
with violence, larceny breaking and other of-
fences. The Prime Minister also announced 
that the police are setting up a Tourist Faci-
litation Desk at the Police Head Quarters, 
Line Barracks to deal with matters relating 
to tourists.



decrease of 6.4% compared to 28 
753 in March 2008. Employment 
in hotels has also decreased by 8% 
between 2008 and 2009.

Kaviraj Sukon, Manager in 
Research & Consultancy at the 
Human Resource Development 
Council (HRDC) says that the 
problem of staff shortage is quite 
common in emerging sectors and 
advocates training as the main so-
lution. The question of mindset 
and working culture also comes 
into play. “Working hours in the 
hotel sector are not popular with 
people, who may leave as soon 
as they get another job. There is 
high turnover in the industry,” he 
says. Poaching is also a common 
practice when it comes to quali-
fi ed staff, which basically means 
taking staff from the competitor 
by making them a better offer. Ka-
viraj Sukon says, “After all, if an 
employer has money, he can make 
an offer. The thing to do is to fl ood 
the market with qualifi ed people.” 

Locally, training is carried out 
by the Ecole Hoteliere Sir Gae-
tan Duval, which has an output 
of around 2500 students each 
year. The Acting Director of the 
Mauritius Institute of Training 
and Development (MITD), 
Pradeep Joosery emphasizes the 
need for training on workplace 
ethics and moral and professional 
values, which are already an inte-
gral part of the school’s training 
programmes. He believes that it 
is also essential to raise awareness 
amongst the public on the impor-
tance of the tourism sector and its 
fragility. “Training for staff is a cri-
tical issue and should be looked 
at as an investment rather 
than as an expense. Ef-

forts need to be strengthened with 
regard to both pre-employment 
training and training for employees 
already in service,” he adds. 

Bridging the gap
There is currently a National 

Training Fund to which employers 
contribute and they get back more 
than they contribute to use for trai-
ning purposes, while the National 
Empowerment Foundation pro-
vides hotels with the possibility of 
recruiting unskilled people, who 
are then trained via an appren-
ticeship scheme through the hotel 
school. When there are shortages 
of staff in the sector, says Kaviraj 
Sukon, the HRDC may intervene 
to support with training. “We 
worked in collaboration with the 
AHRIM to provide training when 
there was a shortage of butlers,” 
he says. The authorities, in consul-
tation with the hotel sector, have 
already established a list of areas 
where staff is scarce. “It is in these 
areas that an expatriate can be re-
cruited to fi ll the post,” says Patrice 
Legris. “We already have forei-
gners working in key posts where 
Mauritians do not have enough 
expertise. Training available in the 
country could create a qualifi ed 
working force, and we are working 
in different fi elds to propose solu-
tions,” he adds.

And while training is a key 
element to the sector, how can a 
prospective employer verify an em-

ployee’s reliability? The is-
sue of employment 

guidelines and recruitment policies 
in hotels was raised in Parliament re-
cently, and the Minister of Tourism, 
Nando Bodha spoke of the possibi-
lity of a database allowing the hotel 
sector to keep records of the career 
history of employees. Meanwhile, 
says a spokesperson from the 
Mauritius Tourism Promotion 
Authority (MTPA), consultations 
are underway with various stake-
holders in the sector to develop an 
action plan to improve security for 
tourists. The possibility of asking for 
a Certifi cate of Morality from pros-
pective employees has also been 
raised, although, according to the 
MTPA, recruitment policies vary 
throughout the hotel sector. 

The tourism sector never-
theless provides a high degree of 
mobility. “It is a sector where you 
can start at the bottom of the lad-
der and if you have the will to learn 
and work, you could end up as a 
general manager, like many of the 
current ones,” says Patrice Legris.  
He wonders if the matter of theft 
would have been raised without 
the dramatic case at Legends Ho-
tel. He adds, “It was an unfortunate 
case but we must look at the global 
picture. Generally, our country re-
mains a safe destination, although 
all possible measures should be 
taken to reduce the number of 
thefts.” Nevertheless, the industry 
will have to work hard to get rid of 
the stigma. It all begins with pro-
fessionalism amongst its personnel 
– the key to its success. 

Melissa Louis
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Is the fast track the solution? 
Is it possible to implement a fast track sys-

tem to deal with cases of criminal offenses 
against tourists? Sanjeev Teeluckdharry, bar-
rister, says the court can speed up procedures, 
provided that both sides are considered – the 
tourist should get justice, but the accused 
should also get a fair trial. The difficulty in cases 
involving tourists is that they need to be present 
for the start of the trial, or commit to be present 
when the trial actually begins. A complicated 
exercise, which means the tourist may have to 
return to his home country and then fly back 
to Mauritius. “I have had cases where tourists 
could not return for the trial due to ill health, 
and the case was dismissed,” he explains. But 
who pays the airfare for such travels? Sanjeev 
Teeluckdharry says that in criminal cases, the 
cost may be borne by the Ministry of Tourism 
and the embassy of the tourist’s home country 
– at least an attempt at making sure that the 
unfortunate tourist does not bear unfair costs. 
Nevertheless, if a fast track trial can be made 
possible for tourists, then why not for locals? 
Sanjeev Teeluckdharry admits there are cases 
where the trial went through in about two 
weeks. “A faster system across the board would 
require a reform of the legal system. Procedures 
are excessively slow in Mauritius. A trial in the 
supreme court simply to claim damages can 
take up to seven years, which is a very long time 
for a country with a small population like Mau-
ritius,” he says. Nevertheless, rapid trials also 
require professionalism in the investigation. “A 
fast trial should not mean that the investigation 
should be rushed to please public opinion,” says 
Sanjeev Teeluckdharry. 

The perfect 
pleasures of 
sun, water 
and....
ice cream.



“A general reduction 
in the VAT rate would 
help alleviate hardship”

Interview

❑ What’s your take with regard 
to the general trends of the eco-
nomy?

A view from the cockpit 
conveys to me the following impres-
sion: what looked sizzling in the past 
now looks fi zzling.
❑ Could you come out of the 
cockpit to the passengers’ sec-
tion? 

O.K. Although the passengers’ 
section does not give a view of the 
horizon, let me outline the directions 
of the economy in very broad terms: 
in the 1980s our economy grew at 
an annual average rate of nearly 6 
per cent. In the 1990s the growth 
rate averaged much less than 6 per 
cent. In the fi rst 10 years of the 21st 
century, the growth rate dropped 
to much less than 5 per cent. It’s a 
declining trend. For the year 2011, 
growth is forecast at 4.6 per cent – 
slightly lower than the latest average 
performance. The Mauritian eco-
nomy is known to have some kind 
of  inherent coping mechanism with 
an average lazy performance of over 
5 per cent and not less. 

The infl ation rate in the 1980s 
averaged 8 per cent; it averaged 
7 per cent in the 1990s and 6 per 
cent in the fi rst decade of the 21st 
century. There is every reason to be-
lieve that the infl ation rate in 2011 
will not make baby steps but will 
leap towards double digits.
❑ This is why the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) de-
cided on Monday last to hike up 
the repo rate by 50 basis points 
as a measure to fi ght infl ation. 
Do you agree with this move by 
the BoM?

Yes, but you don’t fi ght a pro-
blem that is rooted overseas with 
a local policy tool. It’s defi nitely 
the duty of the Bank of Mauritius 
to combat infl ation. But it is also 
its duty to see to it that a rate hike 
does not damage the prospects for 
growth, more so at a time when 
the economy is struggling to fi nd 
its way out of the recent economic 
slow-down. The BoM is not only 
barking up the wrong tree, it’s in a 
different forest altogether. 
❑ Given the drastic increases in 
the prices of commodities, isn’t 
infl ation the right forest to be?

As one of the over a million 
consumers in this country, I would 
totally agree with you. But as an 
economist and a former policy 
maker and decision maker, I would 
not in the circumstances. It’s indeed 
a futile attempt to fi ght the infl ation 
under reference. 
❑ But this is what central banks 
do in all economies, especially 
Western ones.

I agree but in the West, an ove-
rwhelming proportion of house-
holds depend totally on bank credit 
for a living. Most consumers live 
beyond their means throughout 
their lives and the excesses are fi -
nanced by continual borrowings 
from banks. Credit cards are 

instrumental in promoting over-
consumption in the West. A rate 
hike in such countries makes ac-
cess to credit more expensive. 
Consumption expenditure shrinks 
and the infl ation rate decelerates as a 
result. A rate hike to fi ght infl ation in 
these countries makes perfect sense. 
In Mauritius, the situation is totally 
different. Mauritians, in general, are 
not dependent on bank credit for a 
living. Most households in Mauri-
tius depend on their monthly in-
come for their economic survival. 
When things become more expen-
sive, they generally try to adjust their 
expenses rather than going for bank 
credit to fi nance the higher cost of 
living. They are aided by two pro-
tective clauses built into our system. 
It’s binding for employers to com-
pensate for increases in the cost of 
living in addition to yearly bonuses. 
This is not a common practice el-
sewhere. Consumers do not feel the 
need to have recourse to bank credit 
and bankers in Mauritius are never 
prepared to fi nance consumption. 
Bank credit thus plays a much re-
duced role in the consumption 
picture.
❑ Who make the bulk of bor-
rowers?

The total bank credit to the 
private sector, inclusive of all indi-
viduals and enterprises, stands at 
about Rs200.0 billion. Around 90 
per cent of the credit goes to the 
productive sectors of the economy. 
Around 10 per cent only goes to 
households, not necessarily for 
consumption. 
❑ Good. Who are you defending 
then? Big capital?

This is not a class struggle as is 
currently the case in the US. I am 
defending the best interests of our 
economy. Politicians take a short 
term view of things. The duty of a 
central banker is to take care of the 
long run; the short run can take care 
of itself. This is the fi rst principle of 
central banking. Given such a dis-
tribution of credit in the economy, 
a rate hike is more likely to impact 
adversely on the productive sectors 
of the economy than on household 
consumption expenditure. Moreo-
ver, had the economy shown signs 
of overheating there would have 
been a clear case for a rate hike. As 
yet there is no heat at all in the eco-
nomy. It is growing lazily at below 
trend rate and hence below capa-
city, as I said earlier. Where is the 
case for a rate hike? 
❑ But isn’t a hike in the repo 
rate also meant to promote sa-
vings? 

It is true that national savings 
had declined to less than 16 per 
cent of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in recent years but it has 
picked up to over 21 per cent and 
is likely to edge up further. There is, 
therefore, less urgency to promote 
national savings now. The restora-
tion of exemption of tax on interest 
will take care of that to some extent. 

Anyway, the Government shows a 
marked preference for borrowing 
the savings of foreigners. In the last 
5 years Government borrowed 
massively from abroad. Unutilized 
external borrowings equivalent to 
Rs10.0 billion (US$300 million) 
have been sitting in a current ac-
count with the BoM for some years. 
Yet, the Government keeps on bor-
rowing from abroad. 
❑ Isn’t borrowing necessary to 
stimulate the economy? 

Indeed, Government bor-
rowing is necessary to stimulate 
growth. But why should Govern-
ment keep borrowing from overseas 
when the economy is fl ushed with 
excess liquidity? This is one of the 
reasons why I believe there has been 
a conspicuous absence of monetary 
and fi scal policy coordination.
❑ Coming back to the increase 
in the key repo rate, you seem 
to be blowing things up out 
of proportion. You will recall 
that last September, it was de-
creased by 100 basic points. We 
did not hear you speak on be-
half of the small savers and the 
consumers. 

I’ll borrow a sentence from 
Lord Keynes: “When facts change, 
I change my mind.” Only the stu-
pid do not change their minds 
when facts change. The infl ation of 
prices in Mauritius does not hold a 
National Identity Card of the Re-
public of Mauritius; it is not a local 
phenomenon. First, because of bad 
weather conditions, production of 
agricultural goods in the world has 
experienced a setback. Second, the 
world price of oil is rising. Third, 
hundreds of millions of ‘nouveau 
riches’ in the world have been 
swelling demand for some years 
and, fourth, the Fed and other 
Western central banks have been 
pumping freshly printed money 
into their economies. A constella-
tion of external factors is driving 
up prices worldwide. We cannot 
infl uence prices on the world mar-
ket. Mauritius is a price taker in the 
world economy in every sense of 
the word. We just have to bear the 
brunt of the in price increases.
❑ That’s rather fatalistic. Su-
rely, something is better than 
nothing.

The rising rate of infl ation in 
Mauritius is not locally induced. 
Neither the Government nor the 
BoM has helped produce the in-
fl ation in the country. The BoM’s 
interest rate policy cannot make a 
dent in world prices. It’s as simple as 
that. Very importantly, in the last fi ve 
years, nominal GDP growth ave-
raged 10 per cent while the growth 
of bank credit to the private sector 
averaged at around 12 per cent. 
This is far – indeed quite far - from 
being infl ationary. It seems that the 
BoM has been invariably pursuing 
the wrong policies after having ex-
haustively cussed and discussed the 
right policies. Or perhaps it’s a case 
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RAMESH BASANT ROI,
Ex-Governor of the Bank of Mauritius

In his inimitable style laced with 
imagery,  Ramesh Basant Roi  com-
ments on the recent repo rate hike and 
the economic situation in the country 
and globally. Conceding that there is 
little which can be done to fi ght 
infl ation, he nonetheless gives some 
suggestions which, according to him, 
would help improve the situation.



of somnambulism – sleep-walking 
but in someone else’s house.
❑ Some economists like Eric 
Ng have expressed the view 
that we have no choice, though 
the rate should have been in-
creased gradually. What do you 
think of that? Are they wrong 
too?

I believe in comments made 
on the strength of facts and fi gures. 
Every respected economist knows 
that the recourse to massive printing 
of currencies for bailouts will lead to 
infl ation. Similarly every economist 
and non-economist knows that the 
rise in oil prices will lead to infl ation 
worldwide just like in the 1970s. 
We are all invited to bear the brunt. 
Between a policy choice of fi ghting 
back infl ation that is a lost battle and 
a policy that stimulates growth, I 
support the latter. Only growth and 
therefore higher levels of income 
will eventually help consumers to 
cope with the rise in price levels. 
True, it’s painful in the short run. 
The choice is between short term 
pain and long term gain. 
❑ But what’s the point of ha-
ving growth if it’s going to be 
infl ationary?

Mauritius has not attained such 
high growth rates that would lead 
to overheating and infl ation. On the 
contrary, the economy is growing 
below its capacity. That is why I say 
a rate hike would undermine the 
economy’s performance. Unfortu-
nately, the hike in the interest rate 
has yet another implication for our 
exports. The risk of capital infl ows 
leading to an appreciation of the 
rupee is heightened. Growth pros-
pects could be further dampened. 
We do very well know that the ap-
preciation of the rupee in the very 
recent past benefi ted traders and 
not consumers in this country. The 
conspiracy of silence on this issue 
was remarkably deafening.
❑ So apart from sitting and 
doing nothing, what concrete 
measures are you advocating to 
help consumers who are being 
bitten by infl ation?

Infl ation is biting mostly in the 
shops where the monthly “ration” is 
acquired, not at the gas station.
❑ So, what do we need to do?

A general reduction in the VAT 
rate would go a long way towards 
alleviating hardship, particularly 
among the low income group. I do 
not support a selective approach to 
attack a problem that has a general 
character. The benefi t of a reduction 
in the price of petrol is in favour of 
the ‘haves and the have-mores’. It’s 
an ingenious game plan. It does not 
really help those who are defenseless 
and needy in a meaningful way. 
Targeted income support is a poli-
tical and not an economic solution. 
Again, it’s not a class issue.
❑ Easy to say, but how does 
government build roads for 
example to alleviate the hell we 
go through and maintain the 

welfare state if its coffers are 
not fi lled?

All the answers to this question 
are found in the regular Reports of 
the Director of Audit. Taxpayers’ 
money can readily go into useless 
pork-barreling projects in this 
country. Do you really want me to 
name them? 
❑ No, thanks. I don’t have the 
space. 

[Laughs.]
❑ You talked earlier about 
the appreciation of the rupee. 
What’s your evaluation of our 
foreign exchange market?

The adoption of a managed 
exchange rate regime since the 
1980s had signaled to players in the 
forex market that the BoM would 
be ever ready to intervene in the 
market should disturbances disrupt 
foreign exchange fl ows to the sys-
tem. In the context of a market that 
was in a fl edgling state, it was a re-
gime that provided some comfort to 
players. Essentially, it also meant that 
the BoM did not have an exchange 
rate target but intervened regularly 
because of the imperfections of 
the market to avoid serious misali-
gnment of our exchange rate. The 
use of exchange rate intervention in 
conjunction with interest rate policy 
to ensure sustained macro-econo-
mic stability was deemed a prag-
matic approach of macroeconomic 
management. Today, the BoM has 
departed from this regime and mo-
ved to a free fl oating exchange rate 
regime sometime in 2008 or so. 
❑ And what does this departure 
mean? 

It means the adoption of a free-
fl oating exchange rate regime - a 
total laissez-faire arrangement. Be-
sides, the game in the foreign ex-
change market is rigged right from 
the word, ‘go’; it’s certainly not in 
the best long-term interest of the 
economy. 
❑ How is it rigged and by 
whom?

First, the BoM decided to sell 
foreign exchange directly to the 
State Trading Corporation (STC) 
thus by-passing the domestic fo-
reign exchange market. This deci-
sion violates the very fi rst principle 
of a free fl oating exchange rate re-
gime that the BoM has adopted. 
In a free fl oating exchange rate re-
gime, it is compelling – absolutely 
compelling - that each and every 
individual/institution/enterprise 
acquires foreign currencies from 
the offi cial forex market. The sale 
of foreign currencies to the STC 
by the BoM through a 
special window is 
actually a market 
intervention that 
falls outside the 
offi cial forex 
market. It’s a 
blatant rig-
ging of the 
market.  

❑ I don’t understand. Are you 
for or against BoM interven-
tion on the foreign exchange 
market?

It’s not a question of being for or 
against intervention. It’s a question 
of intervention in the appropriate 
market, not outside the market. It’s 
a question of playing ball within the 
boundaries of the pitch, not outside.
❑ Is the STC not within the 
boundaries of the pitch? 

No, there is an issue regarding 
moral hazard in this kind of arran-
gement. What best serves the short-
term interests of the STC does 
not necessarily best serve the long 
term interests of the STC itself and 
of society as a whole. That’s what 
economists refer to as the ‘fallacy 
of composition’. You can have all 
the parts of a cock in your freezer. 
It will never crow.
❑ But in times of crisis, isn’t it 
common sense to have some 
quick fi xes while tackling the 
problems in the long term?

Not necessarily. Quick fi xes 
eventually assume the character of 
drugs and turn out to be severely 
distorted. If I am not mistaken, the 
STC is the single biggest importer 
of goods in Mauritius. As such its 
turnover must be running into 
billions of rupees. It exports 
nothing. As a net importer, 
it’s a delirious consumer 
of foreign currencies; it’s 
always drunk with a 
bottle half-empty 

in its hand. There are many ways 
in which it could re-engineer its 
organization for meeting its ban-
king needs. A more imaginative 
approach to tackling its day-to-day 
operational problems could relieve 
the STC of its dependence on the 
unwittingly poisoned benevolence 
of the BoM.
❑ What do you think about the 
strength of the rupee?

The rupee, as reported by the 
latest Annual Report of the BoM, 
is indeed strong. We are given to 
understand that it is refl ecting our 
economic fundamentals. It’s implied 
that our economic fundamentals 
are strong. It’s a mantra that the 
BoM and politicians are delighted 
to chant happily every time the ex-
change rate becomes an issue. All of 
us would have been very happy if 
our economic fundamentals were 
as strong as we are made to believe. 
❑ Aren’t they? 
They are not. By any cannon of lo-
gic. This country needs Rs2.0 billion 
per month to fi nance its current ac-
count defi cit. The defi cit is being fi -
nanced by external borrowings and 
speculative capital infl ows. 
❑ But the level of Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) has shot 
up in recent years. Does that 
not reduce the defi cit?

A huge proportion of the FDI 
in Mauritius is a kind of investment 
that was formerly defi ned as port-
folio investment. FDIs over the 
past few years have gone mostly 
into sectors that do not guarantee 
sustained medium and long term 
growth of the economy. Characte-
ristically, they are mostly specula-
tive and contribute very little to the 

economy. Such capital may leave 
the country anytime. Such FDIs 
do not reduce defi cit. They do not 
correct defi cit. They fi nance defi -
cit. And the fi nancing is likely to 
disappear at some stage. That’s my 
concern and should be the autho-
rities’ concern, too. 
❑ Does this doom and gloom 
scenario you are painting ap-
ply to the other sectors of the 
economy as well?

It’s a path-correction scenario, 
not a doom and gloom scenario that 
I am having the pleasure of highli-
ghting through you. For instance, 
excess capacity in the construction 
sector is becoming apparent and it 
is bound to slow down. The sugar-
cane industry is at a standstill. The 
Export Processing Zone (EPZ) has 
lost its fi ght.
❑ Many companies in the EPZ 
were given a chance to pull 
up their socks but they didn’t. 
The tax payer cannot carry 
on subsidizing them forever. 
Depreciating the rupee and 
decreasing the key repo rate 
they are always clamouring for 
cannot continue forever. 

They did pull up their socks. 
Had they not done so, the EPZ 
would have long died and been 
buried already in this world of stiff 
competition. True, there have been 
bad players in this sector. I am not a 
blind fanatical supporter or a woun-
ded opponent of EPZ fi rm owners. 
This is the voice of someone who 
managed the exchange rate of the 
rupee from February 1983 to De-
cember 2006. I just want any eco-
nomist – partisan or non-partisan 
- to tell us how the huge current 
account defi cit can be corrected wi-
thout a re-alignment of the exchange 
rate of the Mauritian rupee, taking 
into consideration that the likelihood 
of total exports catching up with to-
tal imports is a distant possibility.

Touria PRAYAG
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“I just want 
any economist 
– partisan or 

non-partisan - 
to tell us how 

the huge current 
account defi cit 

can be corrected 
without a re-

alignment of the 
exchange rate of 
the Mauritian 

rupee.”
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Industrial Relations

Resolving the Insolvency
The issue of insol-
vency was recently 
brought to the 
fore by the plight 
of Infi nity BPO’s 
unpaid employees. 
What legal 
framework 
governs this pro-
cedure and does it 
do enough to pro-
tect the rights of 
laid-off workers? 

Last Saturday afternoon 
in the Place d’Armes in 
Port Louis, Ashok Su-
bron, fl anked by some 

of the most potent symbols of 
government and the private sec-
tor, told the hundreds who had 
gathered to protest against the 
rising cost of living that the Insol-
vency Act 2009 urgently needs to 
be amended. The reason why the 
representative of the CSG-Solida-
rité, the trade union that organized 
last Saturday’s manifestation, took 
issue with this piece of legislation 
is because it violates the funda-
mental rights of workers in so far 
as it denies them the right to just 
compensation for their labour in 
the event that the company they 
work for becomes insolvent. Ac-
cording to government though, 
this piece of legislation “simplifi es 
procedures whilst safeguarding 
the rights of parties concerned.” 
So, is the Insolvency Act perni-
cious or is it just another brick in 
the edifi ce of making Mauritius an 
attractive place to invest? 

As anyone with even a pas-
sing interest in the correlation 
between recent labour and tax le-
gislation and the increased infl ow 
of Foreign Direct Investment 
will tell you, the two are hardly 
mutually exclusive. Quite the 
contrary is true, in fact. Attrac-
ting investment usually involves 
concessions by government and, 
human nature being what is, the 
latter usually shifts the burden 
further down the line. The Insol-
vency Act, which is largely based 
on the New Zealand model, is 
simply one addition to a relatively 
recent series of measures aimed 
at enticing investors to our shores. 

The law, which replaces the 
Bankruptcy Ordinance 1888, 
the Companies Act 1984 and 
2001 and the Insolvency Act 
1982, has been widely welcomed 
by the legal profession. “The aim 
of this new requirement is to re-
gulate the practice of insolvency 
in Mauritius to persons who are 
duly qualifi ed to perform the 
work in a professional and ethical 

way”, one can read on the web-
site of De Comarmond & Koe-
nig, the oldest fi rm of attorneys 
in Mauritius. One stipulation, for 
instance, is that all those involved 
in the procedure – liquidators, 
administrators and receivers – 
have to register with the Direc-
tor of Insolvency. According to 
Doing Business 2010, a report 
compiled by the International 
Finance Centre and the World 
Bank, the law “sets clear time li-
mits, defi nes the rights and obli-
gations of creditors and debtors 
and outlines sanctions for those 
who abuse the system”.  

Ranking of creditors
That’s the theory anyway. Yet 

as the case of Infi nity BPO shows, 
the problem arises when insolvent 
companies compensate institutions 
rather than the employees to whom 
they owe money.  Writing in The 
Lawyer last year, Malcolm Moller, 
managing partner at Appleby Mau-
ritius, affi rmed that the Insolvency 

Act “refl ects the objectives of go-
vernment to effectively balance the 
interests of debtors, creditors and 
other stakeholders. It includes provi-
sions for alternatives to bankruptcy 
and winding up, cross-border insol-
vency and netting arrangements in 
fi nancial contracts”. 

In particular, the law, in the 
words of Robin Mardemootoo, a 
solicitor, “governs the ranking of 
creditors”. This basically means 
that it establishes the pecking or-
der of who should be paid fi rst 
in the event of insolvency. Be-
cause insolvency is, in essence, 
an inability to pay due debts, this 
prioritization is vitally important. 
This is decided according to the 
“quality” of the creditor. Confu-
singly, the Civil Code also comes 
into play. Together they determine 
who gets to “see the money” and 
who doesn’t. 

Although payment is decided 
on a case by case basis, as a rule 
of thumb, fi nancial institutions 
with charges of more than three 
years on the company’s property 
get fi rst dibs on the pie (after the 
receiver and liquidator). For ins-
tance, if a company has taken out 

a mortgage from 

The march organised in Port Louis last Saturday by CSG-Solidarité



a bank and then goes insolvent, 
the latter will be fi rst in line when 
the business has to reimburse its 
creditors. Then comes the state, 
via the Mauritius Revenue Au-
thority and the Registrar Gene-
ral. The employees arrive in third 
place. In substance, the Insolvency 
Act isn’t all that groundbreaking; it 
simply codifi es the administrative 
procedures. 

But although this law hardly 
represents a break from the norm, 
there is however a case to be made 
that by judging creditors solely on 
their fi nancial merit it is socially 
unjust. In fact, Ashok Subron goes 
so far as to say that it is in breach 
of the fundamental rights of wor-
kers. “Whenever a company goes 
into liquidation, it’s always the em-
ployees who get the worst of the 
bargain. You can’t look at this pu-
rely from a fi nancial point of view. 
There are also human rights issues 
at stake. When a company fails to 
pay its employees for their work, 
it basically amounts to forced la-
bour”, he states not illogically. 

Flood gates will open
In the letter submitted to the 

Prime minister at the end of Sa-
turday’s protest march, CSG-
Solidarité demanded that the act 
be amended “so that workers 
be given priority in any case of 
insolvency of an enterprise.” In 
addition, it further requested that 
“priority should be given to fi rst 
unpaid salaries, compensation and 
any unpaid dues as well as com-
pensation granted by a Court of 
Justice”. Robon Mardemootoo, 
on the other hand, believes that 
the Insolvency Act is a compre-
hensive piece of legislation that 
offers better protection to em-
ployees than similar legislations 
in other countries do. “In many 
cases, employees are paid before 
the banks”, he responds. 

Which party is right then? Sur-
prisingly, both are really. For when it 
comes to the timely compensation 
and protection of employees, the 
Insolvency Act 2009 might not be 
the problem at all. The real issue, in 
fact, is the Employment Rights Act, 
a misleadingly titled piece of legisla-
tion if ever there was one. It, rather 
than the Insolvency Act, should 
be amended to afford better social 
protection to employees of insolvent 
companies, a fact that both the trade 
unionist and solicitor agree upon. 
“As soon as you remove the obliga-

tion for companies to have to justify 
lay-offs, the fl ood gates will open”, 
deplores Ashok Subron. 

That’s why the CSG-Solidari-
té is in favour of the setting up of a 
Redundancy Prevention Mecha-
nism charged with adjudicating 
on the validity of “redundancies  
prior to any lay-offs”. Its fi ndings 
would play a large part in determi-
ning whether or not the company 
is eligible for public funds. “No 
public funds allocation and mana-
gement should be put in the hands 
of non-accountable people”, the 
confederation rightly says. This 
recommendation would indeed go 
a long way towards injecting some 
much needed transparency in the 
allocation of public funds. And the 
time is just about right to demand 
such ameliorations.

For his part, Robin Marde-
mootoo believes that the authorities 
could do far worse than amend the 
Employment Rights Act to bring it 
in line with the Scandinavian model. 
Under this system, social security 
kicks in to help employees whilst the 
company “reorganizes”. Ashok Su-
bron also believes that it’s the state’s 

duty to intervene, especially in cases 
like Infi nity BPO, where the victims 
have no other opportunities for re-
dress. And he has a point when he 
says that, ultimately, the State usual-
ly ends up paying anyway. Better 
then to set up a system formalizing 
its responsibilities in such instances. 
This approach at least has the me-
rit of allowing it to fi nd ways of fi -
nancing such an insurance scheme 
and ensuring that employers 
contribute accordingly. 

So, the Insolvency Act isn’t 
really such a nasty piece of work, 
after all. In essence, it does what 
it says it does. The trouble is that 
it sometimes has to do the dirty 
work of less conscionable pieces of 
legislation, such as the much ma-
ligned Employment Rights Act. 
And that’s where we must start if 
we want workers to be protected 
against the vagaries of the market 
and, as it’s the case with Infi nity 
BPO, the excesses of their bosses. 
Thankfully, that’s exactly what the 
Place d’Armes is for. 

 Nicholas RAINER
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Anti-whatever

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

cy Conundrum

Let me see if I got this right; if I protest 
against a development project by the In-
dians, I am anti-Indian. If I protest against 
a project by the Chinese, I am anti-Chinese. 

If I protest against a decision taken by government, 
I am anti-government. If I protest against the ille-
gal occupation of the Chagos by Britain and the US, 
I am anti Britain and US. If I protest against the 
French and South Africans invading my country, I 
am anti-French and anti-South African. Goodness. 
That makes a lot of anti! I wonder if I’ll ever survive 
with all that bile in my body. 

This was the Prime minister’s reaction on 
Wednesday after reports in the press showed that 
the Neotown project was disturbingly similar to 
that of JinFei- a 99-year lease of prime land near 
Port Louis on unknown conditions, with no restric-
tion regarding the buildings and the type of activi-
ties carried out there, to foreign companies. A bit 
like the Chagos islands ceded to the British and 
which we are now desperate to get back. 

Is there anything scandalous about Neotown? 
How would I know when I do not know the terms 
that bind the Republic of Mauritius to a company 
whose sole aim is to make money? How can the 
very fact that we had to learn about some of the 
terms through a leak in India, not in itself be scan-
dalous? 

How can the Prime minister pretend not to 
understand this? He said on Wednesday that the 
concerns that some people have expressed are mis-
placed because the land doesn’t belong to them. 
What utter nonsense. Then pray tell, Prime minis-
ter, who does the land belong to? The Labour par-
ty? The MSM? No sir, the land belongs to us. This 
country belongs to us, we support it, and we keep 
it alive, we maintain it by our hard work, our love, 
our taxes and every other extortionate charge that 
Pravind Jugnauth sees fi t to impose on us. 

So let no politician come and tell us that they 
are allowed to do whatever they want with our land. 
In 2107 when Patel’s hold over 60 arpents of our 
prime land expires, Ramgoolam will be long gone, 
you will be long gone (I think so will I) and your 
children will have to deal with this situation. 

Who knows, maybe in thirty years’ time when 
some of you and I are still here and Ramgoolam 
and cohorts already six feet under, a new govern-
ment will be trying by all means to get rid of the 
Indians because of whatever scheme they might be 
running in Les Salines, seeing as they have absolu-
tely no restriction on what they can or cannot do. 
Again, a bit like Chagos. 

If Navin Ramgoolam wants to be remembered 
as the Prime minister who sold off part of our ter-
ritory to foreigners, that’s his problem. But we will 
not let a group of people whom we have elected to 
serve on our behalf, squander our heritage because 
it pleases them. 

So we will ask questions and they will have 
to answer. Call it anti-whatever. I call it being 
a patriot. PHOTOS : NICHOLAS RAINER

They’re not too keen on the Insolvency Act either 
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ALTHOUGH the pandemic 
is threatening the lives of more and 
more of us every day, it seems that 
both the risk of infection and the 
pain die out from people’s minds 
for the rest of the year. “The me-
dia does bring awareness among 
members of the public about the 
events around the cause, especially 
in December. But the fact is that, 
even in 2011, the topic of HIV/
AIDS is still  taboo in Mauritius. 
Be it in our homes, with our fa-
mily, friends or even at school, no 
one dares talk about it. As if not 
talking about it will take the risk of 
contamination away and we just 
keep thinking that it only happens 
to others like drug addicts, sexual 
workers or so on, but not to me,” 
says Dhiren Moher, the main 
contact for the NGOs of the Indian 
Ocean under the AIRIS-COI pro-
ject dircted by the Indian Ocean 
Comission (IOC).  

Fortunately there are some 
non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and devoted persons 
who are working, day and night, to 
prevent this sort of "forgetfulness" 
from happening. A regional works-

hop was recently held by the IOC 
in collaboration with the AIDS and 
Rights Alliance for Southern Africa 
(ARASA) in Madagascar, to dis-
cuss the rights of persons living 
with the health immunodefi ciency 
virus (PLHIV). This event brought 
together concerned countries of the 
region – Mauritius, Seychelles, Co-
moros and Madagascar – and this is 
the fi rst time that judges and lawyers 
have received such training and are 
showing interest in the cause, taking 
the debate to another level.

“This workshop is in line 
with the theme chosen for World 
Aids Day 2010, Universal Access 
and Human Rights. We couldn’t 
remain indifferent to this theme 
as we still have laws that encou-
rage the stigmatisation of PLHIV. 
So, it was very important to take 
lawyers on board. If we take the 
example of Mauritius, you will 
see that the HIV and AIDS Act 
2006 is in contradiction with 
the Dangerous Drugs Act 2000 
and causes prejudice to Injecting 
Drug Users” points out Dhiren 
Moher. In fact, the fi rst act men-
tioned states that an institution or 

NGO may supply syringes and 
needles to any PLHIV dependent 
on a dangerous drug. However, 
the second act condemns anyone 
having a syringe in his possession 
for the administration of any dan-
gerous drug. 

No care for low-
immunity patients

Even though the HIV and 
AIDS Act sets out that a person in 
possession of a syringe or needle 
shall not be considered as having 
committed an offence under the 
Dangerous Drugs Act, this is still ve-
ry  confusing and should be cleared 
up, according to Dhiren Moher. It 
is even more important, considering 
the fact that 80.5% of the total num-
ber of HIV positive cases detected 
in Mauritius, over the period from 
1987 to 2010, were infected by in-
jecting drugs. That said, it doesn’t 
mean that we should stop here and 
forget other important issues which 
still need to be solved.

For example, stigmatisation is 
still very present when it comes to 
PLHIV and it discourages suffe-

rers from coming to talk out their 
problems. As it stands, there are 
only three persons out of some 4 
700 PLHIV, detected during the 
above mentioned period, who have 
had the courage to publicly admit 
being HIV positive in Mauritius 
up to now. Yet another example is 
the case of someone losing his/her 
job on the basis that he/she is HIV 
positive - that person cannot go to 
court and fi le a case of discrimina-
tion against his/her employer. [In 
fact no one really can as the Equal 
Opportunities Act, voted in 2008, 
has not yet been promulgated…..] 

Moreover, there is still a lot to 
do in our health care system to 
provide for the PLHIV. Although 
medication and treatment are free 
of charge, the services provided 
in hospitals are still not confor-
ming to the care needed by pa-
tients. The health minister, Maya 
Hanoomanjee, announced in 
December last that new drop-in 
centres would be set up around 
the island to give more access to 
persons going in for the metha-
done treatment. But no such 
thing has been done so far. 

Furthermore, there is not even 
one single hospital, out of the se-
ven hospitals around the island, 
equipped with a separate ward to 
treat patients with low immunity 
which is usually the case for PL-
HIV: “HIV positive patients are 
still being hospitalised in general 
wards with other patients, putting 
their lives in danger. One should 
realise that a hospital is in fact the 
place where PLHIV are more ex-
posed to all sorts of infections. In 
the present state of things, we are 
killing more people than curing 
them,” cries out Dhiren Moher.  

Still, a separate ward for these 
patients would also be a kind of 
stigmatisation, and this is why such 
wards which could be used by other 
patients who  suffer from immuno-
defi ciency should be set up in pu-
blic hospitals. But we are still very far 
from that. Let’s just hope that things 
change before next December 1st, 
where the health minister will be 
able to voice out her concerns about 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic and make 
some more promises.

Zubair HANSYE

S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S  ]

The 2009 Candlelight 
Memorial.

Are we fi ghting the 
virus or the people? 

Yesterday World Health Day was celebrated around 
the globe. Aside from general health advice, long 
standing problems such as HIV/AIDS were also 
brought up. This can leave one with the impres-
sion that, as per tradition, Mauritians talk about the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS only on special occasions like 
the AIDS Candlelight Memorial in May or on  World 
Aids Day on the 1st of December every year. 
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Love in the time 
of Diplomacy

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

Wikileaks has restored my faith in Mauri-
tian diplomacy. Granted it is not renow-
ned for its sophistication, its greatest 
hits including diplomats caught smug-

gling drugs in foreign airports, trotting out visiting 
heads of state in electoral rallies, offering junior mi-
nisters of other states advice regarding a fi lm career, 
the hitherto-undiscovered relation between morality 
and rice, bundling off the staff of foreign embassies 
guns pointed or being overly-generous while praising 
marine fauna on a state visit. You name it, chances 
are, our diplomats and politicians have done it. 

Modern states act out of self-interest and not 
cultural or historical affi nity. Every time a diplomat 
tediously chews the cud about historical, racial or 
cultural ties usually means that there is a stack of eco-
nomic agreements, orders, contracts or concessions 
tucked snugly under his arm. That we are past masters 
at such cynicism is no secret. A shipment of rice is 
enough for us to revise long standing policy, potential 
markets lead to the sudden realization that we are an 
African country, Europe has the tourists and Euros, 
and even South and East Asians are just repositories 
of cheap and expendable labour, if our treatment of 
foreign workers is any indication. Nevertheless, the 
question that always dogqged me was: did we know 
when we were being taken for a ride? 

The cable dated December 15th 2006, and car-
ried by the Indian newspaper the Hindu in its 2nd 
of April edition answers that question. Indian diplo-
mats, as the cables state, were quite upfront; that 
their motives behind their interest in Agalega and 
hydro-graphic surveys were not borne “for cultural 
or sentimental reasons” but for prospecting for oil 
after companies raised the prospects of large un-
tapped deposits between Seychelles and Agalega. 
In contrast, we were treated to a nice performance 
in parliament where our Prime minister set out to 
convince us that it was a unique species of charity. 
Was it that they didn’t know? Unlikely, since the fruit 
of that charity, the results of the surveys were ne-
ver even given the government at the time the cable 
was recorded! The U.S diplomats who, when writing 
confi dential cables have no need to mince words, 
noted an attitude of “willing subordination” all the 
more pronounced with the withdrawal of the Euro-
pean economic lifejackets. The Asians, it seems, are 
our new sugar daddies. No wonder then, that when 
the story of Indian interest in Agalega broke out in 
Indian newspapers, the issue was given a hasty bu-
rial here in Port Louis. Or take the latest row over 
‘neotown’.  A statement such as “I want Mauritius to 
be a nation of entrepreneurs” would have any econo-
mics undergraduate guffawing with laughter. After 
all, an economy where the majority of the workforce 
is self-employed is the classic model of underdeve-
lopment. Nor is it clear how knowing the details of a 
deal, a right of any citizen, is somehow deleterious 
to development and progress.  

As to the question: do we know when we are being 
given the shaft? Now I have the consolation that our 
diplomats and politicians are not as clueless as they 
appear to us to be. Whether they can be trusted, now 
that is another question altogether. 

Plagiarism is not just 
a phenomenon that 
fi gures in campus 
battles concerning lazy 

students and their wary pro-
fessors. It is a universal phe-
nomenon that affects all ages 
and groups. Just to take one 
example, News on Sunday in 
its April 1st edition published 
an article entitled “Med point 
Saga: Ali Baba’s Caravan rolls 
on” with the byline of Soo-
kraj Bissessur, complete with 
his job title as member of the 
Board of Arbitrators of the 
Mauritian section of Amnesty 
International. What, of course, 
was not mentioned was the 
fact that the article was copied 
verbatim from the editorial 
published in this paper in its 
25th of March edition. After 
a brief bout of suspicion that 
my editor was secretly moon-
lighting at other newspapers, it 
became painfully obvious that 
what we were being confron-
ted with was clear evidence of 
the dearth of proper plagiari-
zing skills in Mauritius.  Given 
that the author purports to be 
from an NGO remarkable for 
its good and dedicated work, 

it seems only proper to do our 
bit and selfl essly offer some 
free advice.

The fi rst golden rule any 
self respecting plagiarist should 
know is to make sure that the 
material being copied is as dif-
fi cult as possible to spot, pre-
ferably an obscure source that 
no one else can check.  In this 
instance, taking material from 
one English language publica-
tion and forwarding it to the 
only other English language 
publication, without so much 
as bothering to change the 
title means that one is begging 
to get caught. Now it would 
be different if we were in a 
country teeming with English 
publications…

Second, make an effort to 
try and disguise the plagiarism. 
Simply copy-pasting is dange-
rous and would warrant a wag 
of the fi nger. That’s the type of 
magic that transforms a sen-
tence from “Paul Bérenger’s 
threat that the barking dogs 
would bite did not shake her 
confi dence” By simply adding 
“or existence” at the end is not 
a foolproof method of eluding 

detection. Or another example, 
prefacing the line “May God 
bless Ali Baba’s caravan!” with 
“Oh Allah! Iswar! Jesus! God 
Almighty!” aside from showing 
an excessive obsession with po-
litical correctness, remains an 
oxymoron. A minimum of ori-
ginality is required to pass off 
work as one’s own, ideally one 
that actually says something 
different. 

Expressions 
confused

Third, remember to keep 
the language consistent. One 
does not have to be a grammar 
Nazi to fi gure out that when an 
article written in adequate En-
glish suddenly begins degenera-
ting into a linguistic limbo, only 
to emerge good again, one may 
be dealing with a plagiarist. For 
example, writing that “all dogs 
nearly always bark up the right 
tree” does not only mean that 
this is a halfhearted attempt at 
hiding one’s tracks, but reveals 
a deeper existential crisis whe-
reby a tangible object such as 

tree bark is confused 
with an intangible 
sound, such as the bark 
of a dog. Or alternati-
vely, if deceptively 
simple expressions 
are confused, such 
as “The dogs conti-
nue to bark…there 
is nothing for them 
to seek (instead of 
the original “sink”) 
their teeth into.” Re-
cognizing these lin-
guistic foibles could 
mean the difference 
between a good 
(plagiarized) article 
and an obvious one. 

Hopefully these 
helpful tips will al-
low you to appro-
priate others’ work 
with ease and with 
minimum risk. 
And without ma-
king a complete 
fool of yourself.
You’re welcome. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Plagiarism 101

The Proper Way 
to Plagiarize

its good and dedicated work, tree
wit
sou
of 
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sim
ar
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nu
is
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In Defense of Natural Food 

Letter to the editor]
Dear Madam,
Following the interview which appeared in L’express 

Weekly 25th March 2011, I would like to highlight the other 
side of Seegum.  I was a candidate in the last General Tea-
chers Union (GTU) elections and my team lost.

Mr Seegum said he had visited all schools without 
exception.  In fact, he visited only star schools.  Marginal 
and ZEP schools are not in his agenda.  I can name a few 
schools, where Seegum has never set foot: Gopeechand 
Chuttur Government School, R. C. Nuckchady Govern-
ment School, Bois des Amourettes Government School 
and Dubreuil Government School.

Mr Seegum had written to the Ministry of Education 
and Human Resources to denounce opponents who were 

taking leave for the campaign.  Is this democratic: Facility 
for his team and oppression for the opposing one?

He said that Lollbeeeharry had travelled 150 times.  
Wasn’t he in Lollbeeharry’s team at that time?

He also stated that he had spent Rs 500 000 on the 
election.  Is this legal?  Does the law authorize a union to 
spend Rs 500 000?  Shouldn’t the case be referred to the 
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC)?

On the day of elections, who was drunk, swearing and 
humiliating opponents?  Mr Seegum should know this.

He declares that in the elections, there was one man, 
one vote.  Who voted 25 times then?  How could retired 
teachers vote?  How come the number of votes amounted 
to 1900 when only some 1100 people turned up?

Why is there such a difference between the number of 
votes of the one who contested the post of the president 
and the others?

Why did he recruit 500 people when only some 50 
were needed?

Why did he refuse the candidature of those who were 
standing as treasurer and as secretary?

Who threatened opponents with transfer?
The list is long.  Democracy is dead at the GTU.  I 

would be grateful if you publish this important rejoinder 
in the name of democracy.  I’m declining my identity for 
security reasons.

An unlucky candidate

IN no way should my last 
week’s article ‘In Defense of Vita-
mins and Minerals’ be interpre-
ted as an invitation to splurge on 
supplements.  The point is that 
vitamin and mineral supplements 
are better and safer than dange-
rous drugs and probably neces-
sary if our nutrition is defi cient, as 
it is usually.  Another point is that 
vitamins and minerals do have a 
therapeutic effect when taken in 
optimum amounts and not just 
the minimum mentioned in RDAs 
(recommended daily allowances). 

Having said that, let me reiterate 
that I whole-heartedly agree with 
the author of the ‘Designer Pills’ 
article that we should naturally fi rst 
seek to obtain all our nutrients from 
our food.  The problem is whether 
nutritious food, pure and natural, is 
readily available when we know that 
fruits and vegetables, often grown 
in depleted soils, are overly sprayed 
with tons of pesticides and fungi-
cides and that highly processed, 
packaged foods are usually laden 
with dangerous additives.  

Nature is better than science.  
There’s no doubt about that.  
No amount of supplements can 
replace the nutrients in natural, 
organic food.  Supplements are 
to be taken only in cases of mal-
nutrition and disease (along with 
pharmaceutical drugs if these are 
absolutely necessary to alleviate 
symptoms, but then only for a 
short duration).  Vitamins and 
minerals should be considered 
well before the pharmaceutical 
options, which should be the very 
last recourse.  

Degenerative 
diseases

However, in view of our defi -
cient diets, we may prefer to practise 
preventive medicine with supple-
ments, under the supervision of 
our health-care provider to avoid 
the dangers of overdosing.  Still, we 
should do our utmost to nourish the 

body using pure, organic foods.  
Questions must be asked – 

and answers found – when we 
consider the number of people 
getting sick with chronic diseases 
in developed countries as well as 
in developing ones.  Today, we 
witness so many surgeries, medi-
cal treatments and drug prescrip-
tions.  Do patients really recover 
their health?  Not so sure.  Many 
people die prematurely in spite of 
all the modern medical ‘progress’ 
and never-ending ‘treatments’.  
And, alas, many keep on suffering 
in mind and body till the end.  

How many people can honest-
ly say that they are 100% healthy?  
When we are young, we believe we 
are.  But as the old Chinese saying 
goes, “Before 30, we cheat disease.  
After 30, disease cheats us.” 

So something must be terribly 
wrong with what we eat, apart 
from lifestyle.  The natural state of 
the body is health.  Say that again.  
The natural state of the body 
is health.  Does that sound far-
fetched?  Not when we realize that 
animals do not get heart attacks, 
but people do.  Animals hardly fall 
sick unless, of course, they eat the 
same nutrient-defi cient foods that 
most humans consume.  

Many Mauritians are over 
weight and obese.  More and 
more are suffering from such 
degenerative diseases as heart di-
sease, high blood pressure, arthri-
tis and diabetes.  

We don’t “catch” arthritis, dia-
betes or heart disease: these diseases 
develop over decades.  Actually, au-
topsies performed on soldiers killed 
in the Korean and Vietnam wars 
showed that nearly three-quarters of 
the victims already had some forms 
of atherosclerosis by age 25.  

The problem with conventional 
allopathic medicine is that it treats 
only the symptoms of disease, not 
the cause.  And it is a drug-oriented 
therapy, with the big pharmaceutical 
companies and their lobbies having 
successfully conditioned govern-

ments and populations at large to 
believe that only synthetic drugs can 
treat disease. Yet we know that is not 
true: they only treat the symptoms 
of disease.  And, all too often, allopa-
thic drugs have serious side-effects.  

We want to see our population, 
our families, relatives and friends 
enjoying the best of health.  Let’s 
make our medical system provide 
true health care, instead of being 
the mere disease-care system that it 
is at present.  

Tisanes 
and essential oils

I believe this is a golden oppor-
tunity for Mauritius to spearhead 
a new approach to health care.  
With our international origins and 
different cultures, the government 
should actively promote a new 
approach to healing, culling the 
best of homeopathy and allopathic 
treatment, Ayurvedic, Unani, and 
Traditional Chinese Medicines, 
alongside European, African, Ma-
lagasy and local healing traditions 
using herbs (‘tisanes’) and essential 
oils.  With nutritional medicine using 
organic produce to lead the way, of 
course, since nutrition is the founda-
tion of health.  

The government, the opposi-
tion, the private sector, hospitals and 
clinics, insurance companies, trade 
unions, consumer organisations, 
farmers, universities and schools, 
and the media should all join to-
gether to support natural medicines 
and to champion the production 
of natural, organic, nutrient-dense 
foods in Mauritius, Rodrigues, and 
our outer islands, and perhaps in 
neighbouring countries (in Mo-
zambique, for example), both for 
the sake of our own health and for a 
very lucrative international market.  

In my humble opinion, this may 
well establish this great little country 
as a true medical hub, an internatio-
nal centre of excellence in health care.  

Rich ISAAC
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Beyond Blue

A apple a day ]
By Dr Zina Valaydon

Writing Home

Illness, despite being a thoroughly morbid affair, is 
a fi rm dinner party favourite. Disease is indeed the 
small talk fodder of choice in social gatherings- the 
seasonal ‘awful cold’, the mundane back pain, the 

neighbour’s heart attack, take your pick.
There is however one disease we never talk about: de-

pression. We are terrifi ed and ashamed of mental illness 
and yet it affects 15% of us. We pride ourselves on being 
modern; isn’t it time to step out of our metaphorical caves 
and refuse to be shunned by illness, mental or otherwise.

Depression is tragically misunderstood. People use the 
terms ‘stress’ and ‘depression’ interchangeably, referring 
to general anxiety. Depression is a disease, stress is not. To 
be honest, I don’t really know what stress is; I’m guessing 
business executives in the eighties coined the term to jus-
tify their crow’s feet and fat pay checks.

Depression, on the other hand, is a medical condition 
very much like your heart attack or stroke. And it kills just 
as viciously. To put things in perspective, the risk of suicide 
associated with major depression is twice that associated 
with a heart attack.

Depressed people are not mad; they don’t have queer 
or damaged brains. Depression is caused by an imbalance 
of chemical transmitters in the brain. This imbalance is 
partly affected by genetic makeup and emotional trauma 
such as neglect, isolation or abuse. Depression is an orga-
nic neurological process, not a behavioural fl aw.

Depression is more than a fl eeting bout of melancholy. 
Depressed people are profoundly unhappy for weeks on 
end, they lose interest in daily life, they progressively with-
draw from their usual activities and they eat and sleep 
poorly. They are plagued by a constant feeling of helples-
sness, worthlessness and guilt and eventually develop a 
fatalistic, distorted view of the world. Their despair is so 
overwhelming, so seemingly unsurmountable that it often 
tragically culminates in suicide.

Mental illness often evokes bloodcurdling imagery of 
asylums and electro-shock therapy but we have come a 
long way in the treatment of depression. Medication and 
counselling constitute the civilised, two-pronged corner-
stone of medical treatment. 

Antidepressants come in different preparations and 
doses; they are best tailor-prescribed by psychiatrists. 
Most people will see signifi cant results in a matter of 
weeks. Ignore the so-called natural therapies out there, 
such as St John’s Wort or whatever else is on the Internet. 
Any self-respecting doctor will tell you that they are not 
only useless but also potentially dangerous. 

Counselling is the second component of treatment; it 
helps externalise thoughts and feelings that underlie de-
pression. The psychologists are the experts and they are 
über-trendy these days; every Hollywood celebrity has a 
psychologist. More fashionable than Prada heels and pos-
sibly even cheaper, what more could you want?

In all seriousness though, depression is no laughing 
matter and should be treated with the same vigour as any 
other medical condition. Depression may not have overt 
physical symptoms but it hurts, scars and stigmatises all 
the same. I am hopeful that some day, the conversatio-
nal fl oodgates will open on this illness that we are now 
furiously sweeping under the rug, pretending that it only 
happens to others. It may not be the ideal dinner party 
conversation, but at least it will be worthwhile.

THE British do like a good 
party to celebrate.  They show their 
true patriotism when it is a royal oc-
casion.  The last time the people in 
Britain showed their solidarity was 
under very different circumstances 
– the death of the Princess of Wa-
les.  Grief was made public. Men 
cried openly along with women 
and children.  The British nation is 
now gearing up to celebrate the fi rst 
most important event in the royal 
calendar this century: the wedding 
of Prince William, second in line 
to the throne and Catherine Mid-
dleton, now ‘commonly’ known as 
Kate and Will.  People are still em-
otional about the untimely death of 
Princess Diana and her absence at 
the wedding of her son remains a 
poignant reminder.

On 29th April throughout the 
United Kingdom people will be 
marking the occasion by holding 
street parties.  Where possible 
roads, streets and lanes will be 
blocked off.   Resident Associa-
tions have been discussing how 
best to celebrate.  Banners, fl ags 
and balloons will adorn the fron-
tage of houses and criss-cross 
lampposts in Union Jack colours.  
Trestles will line the streets dis-
playing food, drinks, cakes and 
souvenirs.  The smell of grilled 
food from barbecues will waft 
through and turn neighbourhoods 
into fi eld  kitchens.  Children with 
their faces painted in the Union 
Jack colours will play games and 
take part in beauty and singing 
competitions.  Grown-ups will 
let bygones be bygones and settle 
their differences over neighbour-
squabbles by raising their glasses 
and toast ing Will and Kate.

If you go to the local Registry 
Offi ces and look at the notice boards 
a few  lucky couples, through care-
ful planning, would have arranged 
with the registrars to marry them on 

the same day, and one couple, the 
luckiest,  will have their ceremony 
synchronised with Westminster 
Abbey’s.  Even the ardent anti-roya-
list often succumbs to partaking in 
such royal events.  Whether they do 
so for personal enjoyment or other 
reasons, it does not really matter.   
Their mere presence in some ways 
makes them ‘temporary’ royalists.

Champagne 
and canapés 

The wedding fever has brought 
lucrative business to entrepre-
neurs.  Souvenir shops are over-
fl owing with such things as regal 
cake stands, bunting and canapé 
fl ags, all manners of china porce-
lain memorabilia to more gaudy 
items such as corgis with crowns 
and ‘let-them-eat-cake’ decora-
tions, referring, of course, to the 
royal corgis!  The Middletons too 
are cashing in.  They set up their 
business, ‘Party Pieces’ in 1987 
near their £1 million home in Be-
rkshire.  Kate Middleton was the 
fi rm’s photographer and web de-
signer until last Christmas.  Since 
the engagement of Prince William 
to their daughter, their website saw 
an eighteen fold rise in visitors.

The royal wedding itself will 
be ‘low-key’ when compared to 
the wedding of Prince William’s 
parents which was referred to as 
the ‘fairy tale wedding.’  Howe-
ver, the couple are hosting their 
reception at Buckingham Palace.  
The extravagance and opulence 
being laid on have all the royal 
signatures.  Nineteen state rooms 
with precious artworks of masters 
such as Canaletto, Rembrandt 
and Rubens will be opened to six 
hundred guests.  They will be loo-
ked after by a twenty-one-strong 
staff.  The guests will be served 

champagne and canapés and 
their glasses will be topped-up 
throughout the day.  However, the 
bride and groom, besides a glass 
of champagne for the toasts, will 
be keeping a clear head and will 
stick to soft drinks.  The canapés 
of the royals are usually heavenly 
morsels such as quails’ eggs with 
celery salt and mini roast beef and 
Yorkshire pudding.  One thing is 
for sure, the bubbly will not be 
your average champagne, but 
Moet & Chandon Dom Perignon 
and Louis Roederer Cristal will 
be fl owing.

The tying of the royal knot  has 
left experts to agonise over the effect 
of the happy occasion on the U.K. 
economy.  The extra bank holiday 
(public holiday) will cost the econo-
my £2.9bn due to lost productivity 
and overtime payments for workers 
who can’t take a day off.  However, 
one must consider the benefi t to the 
economy: tourism will top £500m 
and wedding memorabilia and mer-
chandises are estimated to bring in 
some £220m.  A design company, 
Lydia Leith, has come up with a 
very novel idea – a commemorative 
sick bag with the word s“Throw 
Up” will cost you £3 each.  Lydia 
Leith is struggling to cope with 
orders.  Perhaps the orders are co-
ming in from the gate-crashers of 
the anti-royalists at the street parties 
determined to boost up their alcohol 
consumption in readiness for the 
consequences of intoxication.

My resident association has 
been circulating a programme for 
26th March.  I am looking forward 
to it.  Anytime now I could get a call 
asking me if I would be so kind as to 
light the barbecues.  Word has got 
round that I am a dab hand with 
charcoal and fi re lighters.

Mahmood Shamtally 

Surrey 

Commemorative mugs - still in fashion after all these years...



SINGAPORE’S model of 
governance is defi nitely unique. 
Despite the 50-year long and 
stringent one-party rule by the 
People’s Action Party (PAP), the 
party of Lee Kuan Yew, it is most 
unlikely that the ongoing elec-
toral campaign will yield desta-
bilizing change as we have been 
witnessing in the Arab world. 
The ruling PAP leaders, which 
include Lee Kuan Yew as Mi-
nister Mentor and his son Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Long, are 
not really concerned about global 
opinion and trends – constantly 
pushing for more democracy and 
less authoritarianism. Father and 
son are more interested in their 
own stability which pairs with the 
economic miracle of Singapore. 

For several decades now, 
many have been pushing for Sin-
gapore to have both a strong go-
vernment and an equally strong 
opposition, but the chances of 
an effective two-party system, let 
alone a multi-party system, have 
been hitherto non-existent. This 
week, Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Long confi dently told the press 
that a different political system 
would never work for Singapore 
because the opposition will fi nd it 
hard to attract talents. The latter, 
especially those working in the 
public sector, tend to join the PAP.

Due to the lack of an op-
position, many analysts concur 
that the PAP party will maintain 
its grip on the government for 
many years to come. Currently, 
the Singaporean parliament has 
82 out of 84 seats occupied by 
PAP members, the other two 
seats are held respectively by 
the Singapore Democratic Al-
liance and the Workers’ Party. 
The current president, Sellapan 
Ramanathan, has been in offi ce 
since 1999. Of course, he was 
cherry-picked by Lee Kuan 
Yew whereas all of his oppo-
nents were twice disqualifi ed by 
the Electoral Committee. The 
press is often cowed. Additio-
nally, opposition politicians llike 
Chee Soon Juan from the Singa-
pore Democratic Alliance are in 
prison for having taken part in 
public rallies, among other acts 
banned by the government. 

Still, Lee Kuan Yew and his 
policies remain popular, albeit 
undemocratic. The majority of 
Singaporeans say that they do 
not speak against the PAP’s go-
verning system “out of respect” 
for the country’s iconic founder 
- now approaching the age of 87. 

Figures speak 
volumes

“Journalists have noted that 
even the country’s youth, igno-
rant of the beginnings of Sin-
gapore’s post-independence 
transformation, harbour a certain 
sentiment of gratitude towards 
Lee, thanks to the country’s 
astonishing economic success 
and stability and the strength of 
his personality (…) Once Lee 
Kuan Yew can no longer guide 
the younger ruling generation, 
the legitimacy of the PAP will 
diminish and opposition is likely 
to grow from Singapore’s mino-
rity parties,” posits Meng Chen, 
associate editor of the Harvard 
International Review. 

To say the least, the fi gures 
speak volumes about the success 
of Lee Kuan Yew’s policies. Sin-
gapore’s GDP growth is above 
14 percent, unemployment is 2 
percent; homeownership is nearly 

90 percent, and an affordable 
healthcare system is accessible to 
everyone. Corruption and crime 
remain very low. The literacy rate is 
97 percent, and over 90 percent of 
the population aged 25 and above 
have secondary education. These 
fi gures are in sharp contrast with 
those of the Arab countries expe-
riencing political crises.

Also, Singapore’s economic 
model is admired globally. It has 
attracted the attention of world 
leaders ranging from China’s 
Deng Xiao Ping to Britain’s 
Tony Blair. Lee Kuan Yew tra-
vels across Asia to give political 
advice to leaders. It is no secret 
that our own Prime Minister and 
President are big fans of Lee.

By comparison, the city-state’s 
political system has drawn far less 
positive comments, especially in 
the West. Many comparativists 
have highlighted that the combi-
nation of tightly controlled civil li-
berties, a circumscribed media and 
a strong-willed leader in Lee Kuan 
Yew have stymied the possibility of 
democratic advances.

According to Kishore Ma-
hbubani, Dean and Professor 
of the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy, the seven factors 
that should perpetuate Lee Kuan 
Yew’s legacy, albeit criticized as 
one-party rule, are: “a quality 

education system, national ser-
vice, strong public institutions, a 
victory-prone political party, eth-
nic harmony, meritocracy, and a 
fi rm anti-corruption policy.” 

No common culture

As Singapore prepares for 
its 14th general election, there’s 
a subtle shift in the city state’s 
mood. In the face of current 
events shaking the world, Sin-
gaporeans are becoming more 
open-eyed. Economy is not all. 
Consequently, the ruling party, 
rather than making empty pro-
mises, simply dishes out lots 
of money to Singaporeans, by 
refunding the television license 
fee, and offering a general 20% 
tax cut for all, among other in-
centives.

Like Mauritius, Singapore 
has almost no natural resources 
and a disharmonious mixture of 
people with no common culture, 
yet Lee’s rule consolidated the 
population to turn it into a for-
midable machine to enable the 
country’s rapid development 
from third world to fi rst world. 

However for many, the 
question remains: are Lee Kuan 
Yew’s “ideology-free” policies 
sustainable? In Development 
as Freedom, Amartya Sen at-
tacks Lee Kuan Yew’s doctrine 
as having little empirical sup-
port and does not believe that 
denial of basic civil and political 
rights help the economy in the 
long run. However the Dean 
of the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Policy maintains that any post 
Lee Kuan Yew scenarios will be 
smooth, unlike popular revolts, 
because the country has strong 
policies and institutions. 

Cui Bono? The Romans 
used to ask. Who benefi ts? In 
this rather economically egalita-
rian society of Singapore, eve-
ryone is equal, except perhaps 
the managers of this equality, 
and those that dare to oppose 
them in the name of democra-
cy. In this form of society, citi-
zens become the matter which 
is to be shaped according to the 
latest ideas or trends…
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Nad SIVARAMEN

Single-party rule

Why Singapore is immune 
from a popular uprising 

Lee Kuan Yew, now in his late 80s, continues to infl uence the Singapo-
rean scene.
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THE social scientist Bruno 
Latour , from France’s Insti-
tut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris 
(Sciences Po), was in New Delhi 
and spoke about what it means 
to be modern with Deep K Dat-
ta-Ray . 

● Why do you argue that 
Western Europe has never 
been modern? 

The only shibboleth the West 
has is science. It is the premise of 
modernity and it defi nes itself as 
a rationality capable of, indeed 
requiring separation from poli-
tics, religion and really, society. 
Modernisation is to work towards 
this. A move away from the pre-
modern, which is a period of 
embroilment and entanglement 
of everything but when one looks 
at the practice of science in a la-
boratory, as I did, this division is 
revealed as false. 

Scientists are very much en-
tangled in their culture and this 
culture is not pristine, untouched 
by other cultures and practices. 
The real history of Europe there-
fore is one of a constant interac-
tion, a mixing of peoples, various 
cultures and the material. 

● What does this mean 

for our understanding of 
what the modern world ac-
tually is, how institutions 
thought of as quintessentially 
modern function? 

There’s very little on how 
today’s world actually functions. 
Instead there is the offi cial story 
of modernisation. Meanwhile, 
there is a prominent discourse in 
India about modernisation. 

My argument is that the ba-
seline for understanding moder-
nity requires interrogation, which 
destabilises expectations of what 
a modernising society should do. 

Traditionally, the moderns 
criticised the supposedly archaic, 
symbolised by the East. Everyone 
wanted to become modern - but 
my work demonstrates that being 
modern was never as clear as 
presumed. So, when India be-
gins to modernise what happens? 
There is a double instability - of 
an uncertain baseline and then 
what happens when that is im-
plemented in a society far away 
and especially in an institutional 
setting and in an area so close 
to the state such as governance. 
So there has to be more work on 
this. This is especially important 

because there are so many more 
people here, it is possible to have 
institutions of a different com-
plexion altogether, of alternative 
ways instituted here. India is a 
reservoir of alternative interpre-
tations of what the global is and 
these ways of viewing the world 
need to be exposed. 

● Could it also be said 
that the idea of a universa-
lising ‘modern’ rationality 
is not necessarily European 
but became dominant in Eu-
rope?

For that there has to be more 
work on the non-western world. 
Regardless of place, there have to 
be thicker descriptions of prac-
tice, of what the modern world 
actually is, how do banks work 
for instance, because all we have 
is utopian description of how 
modernity functions. The dream 
of utopia killed descriptive work 
because the focus was on a uni-
versalising rationality, not how 
rationality actually plays out in 
practice. It should be clear that 
i’m not saying the East is some-
how different, exotic. If one looks 
at theworks of Newton to Eins-
tein they were never scientists in 

the way modernity understands 
the term. 

●What are the implica-
tions of this type of work on 
politics? 

Well, politics cannot keep 
to the scientifi c ideal quite sim-
ply because science in practice 
meant our moving from the 
country to the city and getting 
progressively disconnected from 
nature. But now one cannot dis-
cuss anything without thinking of 

the whole. Science was supposed 
to take us out of the cosmos and 
into a universalising rationality 
but that has produced all sorts of 
problems which are being cor-
rected today by new approaches 
which are reminiscent of the 
non-modern, such as the politics 
of nature. This is a cosmological 
approach, one that ties in eve-
rything to make a decision.

©Times of India

The only shibboleth the West 
has is science

[ I N T E R N A T I O N A L  N E W S 

THE US presidential elections are more than a year and a half 
away - November 2012 - but battle lines are already being drawn. 
President Barack Obama’s statement on Monday that he will be run-
ning again for offi ce is the earliest any White House incumbent has 
announced his re-election bid. It may well give him the initiative given 
the stark contrast with the Republicans who have plenty of candidates 
still testing the waters but refusing to dive in. But it has also laid him 
open to charges of being a politician rather than a leader, given that 
the US is currently in a budget crisis. Plus the announcement comes 
at a time when US intervention in Libya is domestically unpopular, 
though Obama has the Europeans sharing the burden there. 

The main issue is likely to be the economy. Given the magnitude 
of the post-2008 global crisis, he has been judged by subsequent 
events he often had no control over. That some of his policies have 
been less than sound has added to the problem. Nonetheless, the 
Americans have seen the US economy fare better than expected in 
2011 with unemployment now falling to 8.8%. Obama also managed 
a coup in end-2010 in getting the Republicans to agree to extend 
tax cuts for nearly every working American. While it’s impossible to 
predict next year’s winner with any certainty, at the moment Obama 
seems to be in with a good chance. His strongest allies may well be 
the Republicans themselves. They have lurched far to the right as well 
as created a perception for themselves of unconstructive negativism, 
with their constant attacks on Obama’s policies without providing 
concrete alternatives. This won’t endear them to the all-important 
independent voters. 

©Times of India

Obama’s bid

US president Barack Obama has already announced he will be standing once again in the 2012 elections.

Bruno Latour addressing his New Delhi audience.
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a) that sure is a nice hat (b) look at your quantity (c) it’s up to you (d) there’s an octopus on your shoulder  - Answer : (b) is the literal translation 
of the expression whereas c) is what it’s used for in common parlance. 

Gett to kantite

NR

Amy Tan, whose novel The Joy 
Luck Club has made a place for 
itself  as an "English Lit " text 
studied in schools.

SEVEN women and sixteen 
stories that take the reader back 
and forth from past to present, 
from China to San Francisco, from 
an era where women had to fi ght to 
impose their identity  to one where 
they take their freedom for gran-
ted. The Joy Luck Club (1989) 
by Amy Tan tells the story of four 
Chinese families living in America. 
The parents are Chinese-born, 
but raised children who were born 
in the US and have lived there all 
their lives. What ensues is the ine-
vitable clash of generations, which 
Amy Tan portrays through the re-
lationship shared by the children 
(four daughters) and their mo-
thers, one of whom is already dead 
at the start of the book. 

The meeting point for these 
women is the Joy Luck Club, a 
mahjong club, where they share 
their stories, their troubles and 
their culture. The novel is linked to 
Amy Tan’s life. She was also born 
in the US and found herself trying 
to reconcile her American identity 
with the Chinese identity bestowed 
on her by her parents. Her perso-
nal experience makes the book 
extremely genuine. She explores 
the identity crisis faced by fi rst 
generation immigrants, who fi nd 
it diffi cult to adapt to a land and 

culture that is not theirs, while the 
second generation loses touch with 
the culture of their ancestors.

Courage 
and inspiration

As the novel progresses, we 
learn about the courage of the 
four mothers and the diffi culties 
they faced in China. The sixteen 
stories are divided into four sec-
tions. You will meet the mothers: 
Suyuan Woo, who gives up her 
twin daughters during World War 
II; Ying Ying St Clair, who resigns 
herself to her fate in an unhappy 
marriage; Lindo Jong, who es-
capes a disastrous marriage and 
cruel in-laws, and An-Mei Hsu, 
forced to become the concubine 
of a wealthy man. 

The mothers’ stories are ins-
pirational, yet tragic. They each 
rebelled in their own way, and by 
immigrating to America hoped to 
make a new start start and give their 
children a better life. Nevertheless, 
they realize that their American-
born children are not necessarily 
happier. Not because they are faced 
with repression, but simply because 
they have failed to understand their 
mothers and the lessons they were 
meant to learn from them. 

The mothers mistakenly 
believe that their Americanised 
daughters will be able to grasp 
the best of two worlds. Instead, 
the two generations fi nd that they 
cannot communicate with each 
other. The daughters are: Jin-Mei 
Woo, who seems 
to have no direc-
tion in life and 
cannot unders-
tand her mother; 
Rose Hsu Jordan, 
who moves from 
passively accep-
ting life to defen-
ding her rights; 
Waverly Jong, 
who feels she can 
never be good 
enough to meet 
her mother’s stan-
dards and Lena St 
Clair, who like her 
mother, initially 
resigns herself to 
an unhappy mar-
riage. Issues of 
womanhood are 
strongly woven 
throughout the 
plot. As they re-
connect with their 
roots, these women 
grow in front of the 

reader’s eyes, and somehow, you 
will fi nd yourself growing with 
them. And ladies, you will defi -
nitely be inspired to overcome all 
obstacles and discover who you 
really are. 

Melissa Louis

 From one woman to another
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