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Editorial ]

The long-awaited day of reckoning turned out not to be 
one. The protagonist, Maya Hanoomanjee, waltzed into 
the Legislative Assembly seconds before the Prime mi-
nister. Draped in a light blue sari, she looked splendidly 

confi dent. As she had said, she had nothing to fear. Paul Béren-
ger’s threat that the barking dogs would bite did not shake her 
confi dence. She made her way to her ministerial seat where she 
sat impassive, except for one or two verbal reactions to her collea-
gues from the Opposition; reactions which allowed the very careful 
observer to see through the veneer of the elegant garb and subtle 
make-up.  She watched the parliamentary debate as if the questions 
being debated had nothing to do with her. 

The look on her face changed little when the exchanges between 
the Leader of the Opposition and the Prime minister about the Med-
Point saga heated up, reaching boiling point as the Speaker, who han-
dled the session with admirable objectivity and fi rmness, had to shout 
“order!” several times before some semblance of calm was restored. 

A cursory glance at her leader. He looked equally if not even more 
unfazed. MedPoint clinic did not belong to him, he had only fi fty 
shares and he will not take the money from their sale, remember? So, 
he did not once glance towards the Prime minister as the latter was 
being bombarded with questions about the alleged shady deal. Guess 
this is what politicians call “serene”. And they had every reason to be. 
As the Prime minister took the Private Notice Question, it became 
clear that those who expected light to be shed on the MedPoint 
‘mari deal’ were in for a big disappointment. The whole affair is now 

shrouded in an opaque cloak called the ICAC. You just utter the 
four-letter word and, abracadabra, it wraps itself around and 
everyone in it is safe in its obscure recesses. 
The questions raised by the Leader of the Opposition were 

dismissed in a masterly way with no indication as to where the 
PM stands in relation to the deal. In fact, the Prime minister even 
latched on them and went off on an electoral campaign-style tan-
gent about how his government cares for the elderly and how these 
deserve the best ever care etc. etc. Those of us who have one foot in 
old age were really touched. We were about to start a fund-raising 
exercise there and then for another Rs. 145m to pay for some used 
pair of shoes or other celebrity memorabilia our hero, Pravind Ju-
gnauth, may be ready to part with. Since we could not raise the mo-
ney to buy these so very valuable possessions, we hope the minister 
of Finance accepts our heart-felt gratitude in lieu for having kindly 
demonstrated his care and the care of his government for the elderly 
by donating to the country, in exchange for the meagre sum of Rs. 
145m, a wonderful clinic where we will one day be looked after in 
the most caring way. We hope that he does not feel shortchanged. 

And God bless Ali Baba’s caravan! The dogs continue to bark 
as there is, at this point, nothing for them to sink their teeth into. 
As we join in the barking symphony, we would like to highlight that 
the ICAC has a unique opportunity to change its image and the 
country’s perception of it. I doubt that it will have a second chance.

weekly@lexpress.mu
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Slim and Trim Trail
Pat Loisirs is organizing an outing on Sunday 
27th March. The trail will cover a distance of 
20 kilometres and participants will discover 

places like Plaine Champagne, Les Mares, 
le Versant Piton Savanne, Foret Bois Sec, 

Foret de Combo, Riviere Savanne, Cas-
cade Leon, Cascade Cecile and Surinam. 

Transport will be provided from 
the following pick up points: Pas-

serelle de Terre Rouge at 7am, Victoria 
Bus station in Port Louis at 7.15am, Grand 

Riviere Nord Ouest at 7.25am, Plaza in Rose Hill 
at 7.45am, CWA in St Paul at 8.10am, Curepipe at 

8.30am. Wear gloves during the outing and make sure you have 
anti-mosquito spray. Adults must pay Rs 250 to participate while teenagers 
aged 13 or more must pay Rs 150.  Call 7647192 for more information. 

Jazz Bar with Times
Lovers of jazz music, this one 
is for you. Fondation Spec-
tacles et Culture is organizing 
a concert on Friday 8th April 
at l’Aventure du Sucre, 
in Beau Plan. The 
performers are 
Linley Marthe 
and his friends 
from the group Times, 
which he has been a part of for a few years now. The quartet, led by Gef-
fery De Masure, on the trombone, also includes Jean-Christophe Cholet 
at the piano and Chander Sardjoe on the drums, making this the best that 
contemporary jazz has to offer. A jazz bar atmosphere is guaranteed at 
this concert. Tickets cost Rs 650, and are available through Rezo Otayo. 
The cost also includes a plate of cheese or cooked meats. Call 466 9999 
for more information. 

Top Side US Brass Band 
The United States Embassy has organised 
a visit  by an American brass band, which 

comes in line with the visit of U.S. Navy 
Ship USS Stephen W. Groves to Mauritius. 
You can catch an open-air performance 
on Friday 25th March at 11.30am at the 
Jardin de la Compagnie in Port Louis. 
The event will include live painting by 

local artists. There will also be a concert at 
the Serge Constantin Theatre in Vacoas on 

Saturday 26th March at 8pm. 

At the movies: 
Le dernier des templiers
Catch “Le dernier des templiers” (Season of 
the Witch) at the movies this weekend. The 
movie will be on at Star Cinema Caudan on 
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th March at 
11am, 1.15pm, 3.30pm, 6pm and 9pm. 
Action and adventure are combined in 
this movie by Dominic Sena, which 
stars Nicolas Cage, Ron Perlman 
and Claire Foy. It focuses on a girl 
(Claire Foy) who is accused of being 
a witch and of being responsible for the 
destruction in her land. Two knights (Cage and 
Perlman) are then asked to transport her to a monas-
tery so the monks there can lift her curse from their 
country. Fantasy fans may enjoy this story set in medieval times. 

Events ]
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Week at a glance ]

Behind closed doors
THIS  week Air Mauri-

tius opted to refer the civil case 
against Harry Tirvengadum to 
a mediation court. This may not 
seem, on the face of it, surprising. 
Indeed, a bad arrangement is bet-
ter than a good case. Parties may 
or may not agree after mediation 
but they would be unreasonable 
not to consider it as a fi rst step.

The case we are talking 
about here, however, is no ordi-
nary case and the aggrieved par-
ties are no ordinary parties. We 
are not talking about two indivi-
duals who choose to talk in pri-
vate about a possible settlement 
agreeable to both parties. We 
are talking about a high profi le 
case which has been going on 
for years and the conclusion of 
which will send a strong message 
to the population about crime 
and punishment and hopefully 
go a long way to convincing 
Mauritians that there are not two 
levels of justice after all. 

The fact that Air Mauritius has 
agreed or took the initiative, whiche-
ver may be the case, to pull the cur-
tains closed and initiate discussions 
privately behind our backs in a sort 
of you-will-see-nothing-hear- no-
thing way is inconsistent with the 
kind of transparency we would like 
to see. Whatever outcome may be 
reached will remain a settlement, 
not a judgment and therefore not 
recorded. Proceedings in a media-
tion court are, by their very nature, 

confi dential, without prejudice ne-
gotiations. They exclude public de-
bate and we fear that the settlement 
may remain confi dential ever after. 
Air Mauritius may, therefore, once 
again escape public scrutiny.

And talking about public scru-
tiny, the MedPoint saga is still as 
opaque as ever as the Private No-
tice Question and other questions 
of the Leader of the Opposition will 
remain unanswered until the ICAC 
report comes out. The time frame 
has not been specifi ed. The ques-
tions, however, have the merit of 
focusing the debate on the answers 
the public expects. Whether we will 
ever get to see the report when it 
comes out or whether it will come 
out in our lifetime is another story. 

Opacity has even invaded our 

pockets as the price saga reaches 
extraordinary heights: between 
the observatory of prices sug-
gested by Sik Yuen, the price ad-
visory committee suggested by 
Soodun and the importers’ newly 
discovered patriotism, we do not 
know which way to look as we 
fork out more and more for what 
look like smaller and smaller ra-
tions in our supermarket trolleys. 

And opacity is once more the 
name of the game when it comes 
to the promotion exercise in the 
police force. The long-awaited 
list has still not seen the light of 
day…and the frustration within 
the police force is very high as 
a result. 

 Touria PRAYAG

Sir Harry Tirvengadum, now considered too ill to stand trial, arriving 
at court on a stretcher.

THE observance of World 
Down Syndrome day for the sixth 
year, on 21st March, aims at brin-
ging this little understood condi-
tion into the limelight and raising 
awareness on the nature of the 
syndrome. Also known as Trisomy 
21, it refers to a genetic abnormality 
in which an individual is born with 
three, instead of two copies of the 
21st chromosome. This additional 
genetic material alters development 
and causes physical and mental im-
pairment that can be mild or severe. 

In Mauritius, the condition 
is classifi ed as a disability and is 
included in the Special Educa-
tion Needs (SEN) programme 
established by the Ministry of 
Education. Children with Down 
syndrome would normally attend 
one of the SEN schools around 
the island. In Western countries, 

however, people with Down syn-
drome are not always placed in 
specialised institutions. According 
to the National Down Syndrome 
Society in the US, there have been 
many cases where people living 
with this condition have joined 
mainstream education. 

With the progress made by 
medicine over the years, living 
conditions for people with Down 
syndrome have improved greatly 
and many common myths about 
people with the condition have 
been broken. There is no cure 
but treatment of accompanying 
health problems and support for 
learning diffi culties allows many 
people to lead relatively normal 
lives – they can attend school, go 
to work, make their own decisions, 
get married and do just about 
anything a healthy human being 

would.  Others, however, may need 
full-time care. Life expectancy for 
people with Down syndrome has 
also increased dramatically in re-
cent decades - from the age of 25 
in 1983 to the age of 60 today.

There are frequently mis-
conceptions or prejudices against 
people who suffer from Down 
syndrome, and they may face un-
justifi ed fear or rejection. Although 
our society has changed over the 
years, acceptance and inclusion of 
people with disabilities is still diffi -
cult. Living with Down syndrome 
can be diffi cult for those who suffer 
from this condition, as well as their 
family and friends. Changing our 
attitude and perspective is the best 
form of support we can give people 
with Down syndrome. 

Melissa LOUIS

World Down Syndrome Day
Breaking into the myths

L
IB

R
A

RY
 P

H
O

T
O

S



Insert N° 3 • Friday 25 March 2011 ]Q U I C K R E A D ] l’expressp. 33

FA
B

IE
N

 D
U

B
E

SSA
Y

Economy
Resisting the Shylock

THE Monetary Policy Com-
mittee at the Bank of Mauritius will 
meet on March 28th. Already, the 
governor of the bank, Rundheer-
sing Bheenick, is fi nding himself a 
besieged man. In face of a runaway 
infl ation rate, which the bank ex-
pects to climb to 7 percent in June 
this year, the bank announced that it 
may raise interest rates. This is gene-
rally used as a means to compensate 
lenders for the fact that a rupee may 
not buy as much as it did when they 
fi nally get their returns. This an-
nouncement has the private sector 
and all manner of advocates craw-
ling out of the woodwork warning 
against the move. 

Their argument is that a higher 
interest rate will dampen investor 
confi dence by making it more ex-
pensive for companies to borrow. It 
also discourages consumers from 
spending on things such as houses 
and cars. The pressure on the pri-

vate sector will mean fewer jobs and 
a fl agging economy. To make their 
point, the Mauritius Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) 
ascribed the recent spurt of perfor-
mance to a shrinking interest rate 
and depreciating rupee.  A gloomy 
prediction, no doubt, but not one 
that necessarily accords with the 
facts; the real motivations behind 
the cacophony are less noble. 

For instance, the private sector 
in Mauritius largely depends upon 
outside lending agencies to fi nance 
their expansion; these may be state 
corporations or banks. A lower 
interest rate at a time of galloping 
infl ation rates means that lenders 
are at a disadvantage. Nor is the ar-
gument that it will mean fewer jobs 
all that credible. Since 2008, interest 
rates have been on in a downward 
spiral, benefi tting businesses but 
with precious few jobs to show for 
it. The reason of course is that our 

glittering growth rate largely consists 
of the fi nancial sector and real estate; 
growth on paper, paradoxically, a 
circumstance that also partly fuels 
our runaway infl ation rate. 

This also ties in with the fact 
that, as the Bank of Mauritius indi-
cated recently, half of all Mauritian 
families may be in debt. Higher 
interest rates encourage savings 
rather than the artifi cial credit-
driven shopping sprees. This, of 
course, is not to the liking of a fi -
nancial sector which will resist any 
move to control lucrative debt-dri-
ven consumption patterns or the 
emergence of credit bubbles. 

Another reason is that higher 
interest rates will raise the value of 
the rupee as investors will be more 
likely to save in Mauritian banks 
offering higher rates. This may be 
good news for our increasingly 
pauperized populace who can look 
forward to lower costs of imported 

necessities but leaves our exporters 
wringing their hands in worry for 
their profi t margins. 

Like the trickle down dreams 
that our private sector has been 
giving us all these years, efforts to 

resist this incremental move by the 
bank is just as foolhardy. 

Lets see how long Bheenick and 
the bank can resist this onslaught.  

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

The Bank of Mauritius has been under a barrage from the private sector 
to lower interest rates. The question is, to what end?

Charles Telfair Institute

Integration and innovation
TERTIARY Education in 

Mauritius has reached new heights 
with the launch of the Charles Tel-
fair Institute (CTI)’s new campus 
in Moka, by the Prime minister, 
Navin Ramgoolam and the minis-
ter of Tertiary Education, Rajesh 
Jeetah. The Rs. 230m campus, des-
cribed by Rajesh Jeetah as a “fi ne 
piece of architecture”, has played a 
leading role in changing the educa-
tional landscape of the country.

Launched in December 1999 
as DCDM Business School, 
it changed its name in 2007 to 
Charles Telfair Institute, the name 
of the region, Telfair, where the 
campus is now located. Following 
its ambition to become this 

country’s fi rst private university 
and to be able to award its own 
qualifi cations, it now has been 
given awarding powers by the 
Tertiary Education Commission 
at Certifi cate and Diploma levels. 

Eric Charoux, the Executive 
Director, paid tribute to CTI’s 
academic partners, the Curtin 
University of Technology and the 
Technical and Further Education 
(TAFE) Institute. He reempha-
sized the reputation of these insti-
tutions, thanks to which Mauritian 
students can now obtain Austra-
lian qualifi cations while studying in 
Mauritius at a fraction of the price. 

The Prime minister reitera-
ted his government’s objective of 

transforming the country into a 
knowledge hub and increasing the 
numbers of university enrollment 
to 70% and praised CTI partners 
for answering the government’s call. 
“This exclusively private venture,” 
he said, “is a beacon of teaching 
and research.” He also expressed 
faith in the quality of education 
dispensed at CTI based on the re-
putation of their partners and their 
track record. 
Enviable environment

The guided visit of the Institute 
which followed the inauguration 
revealed to the guests a state-of-the-
art sophisticated learning environ-
ment which accommodates about 

1500 students, following  courses 
ranging from children’s services to 
management , communication and 
design. But apart from the luxurious 
amphitheatre and reception hall, 
the well-equipped library and up-
to-date computer rooms, CTI is a 
well thought-out and progressive 
concept for more than one reason. 
It offers a workplace environment 
worthy of envy. The crèche it has set 
up within its campus is a fantastic 
opportunity for staff to get on with 
their activities without worrying 
about what is happening to their 
children in their absence. And for 
those wishing to spruce up, 
the hairdressing salon offers 

services from a shampoo and blow 
dry to a manicure and pedicure. All 
within the same compound. Men 
cannot complain of discrimination 
as they can join in too. 

The Prime minister quoted 
Malcolm Forbes, “Education’s 
purpose is to replace an empty 
mind with and open one.” He did 
concede, however, that having a 
university degree does not gua-
rantee having an open mind. Let’s 
hope that there are more opportu-
nities for more minds to open up to 
embrace the world.

Touria PRAYAG 
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Guess who’s 
coming 
to skin  us

Given the proprietary way certain minis-
ters speak about and use public fi nances, 
you almost imagine that they turn up to 
Cabinet meetings with their piggy bank 

in one hand and a hammer in the other. Just to set 
the record straight: it’s our money they’re spending, 
not, perish the thought, theirs. More annoyingly 
still, the phony tone of abnegation affected by many 
imploring us to make sacrifi ces for the nation ring 
grindingly hollow when one considers how they avail 
themselves of every largesse the State has to offer. 
If one were to hope, for instance, that generous per 
diem payments and other allowances be frozen du-
ring this period of economic hardship, one would be 
courting disappointment. 

It’s becoming increasingly obvious that our catas-
trophic management of public money is a luxury we 
can ill afford. The question is: what are we going to do 
about it? It’s an oft-repeated grumble that we conti-
nue to fork out Rs3 extra on every litre of petrol to 
compensate for the State Trading Corporation’s hi-
larious foray into hedging. We complain, but keep on 
paying. Perhaps that’s just proof of how enlightened 
we are; we’re aware that getting fl eeced is our demo-
cratic right. Now, let’s add a novel little idea to the 
mix. Imagine, for an instant, that the hedging fi asco 
never happened but that you were still paying the 
much bemoaned Rs3 levy. A scandal, you say? 

Hold your horses, we’re not fi nished yet. Suppose 
that the money was being put aside, into, say, an in-
dependently-managed fund. When suffi cient wealth 
accrued, the money would be used to fi nance…a 
Mass Transport System! Indeed, the whole popula-
tion would contribute towards a fast, effi cient and 
clean transportation system that would revolutio-
nize many aspects of our lives for the better. How 
would you feel about that? Does it sound impossibly 
farfetched? Well, it depends really; some people 
consider it outlandish to have to pay for the STC’s 
institutionalized tomfoolery. 

And that’s exactly where many of our problems lie. 
In Mauritius, we’ve come to see the country in terms 
of the fi res that have to be fought, be it in terms of law 
and order, food security, water resources or any other 
sector. Notwithstanding the fact that such a “manage-
ment strategy” is highly risky, it also means we often 
can’t see the forest for the trees. In other words, rather 
than planning for future we’re simply stumbling like a 
drunk from one crisis to the next. The trouble is that 
our expectations have been dragged so incredibly low 
that we’ve come to accept not only the complete lack 
of foresight, but also being taken hostage by a system 
run almost exclusively by and for political cronies.

There’s a case to be made that that’s the true Mau-
ritian miracle: we somehow succeed in keeping our 
heads above the water, despite all the rampant cor-
ruption and incompetence. So, again, what can we do 
in the face of all of this? Simples, as a famous author 
who also happens to be a meerkat, would say. Invest in 
a company that manufactures piggy banks. For even 
if government ministers won’t really know what to do 
with them, the population certainly will. Alternatively, 
you could order PJ O’Rourke’s latest book. It’s title? 
Don’t vote: it only encourages the bastards. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

The grid code 
and feed-in tariff 
from Small In-
dependent Power 
Producers have 
been fi nalized. 
Does this mean 
that decentralized 
energy produc-
tion could soon 
become reality? In 
theory, the answer 
is yes. The reality 
is somewhat more 
complex. 

Energy

The cut 
and thrust of 
current affairs

IT’S every environmentalist’s 
favourite fairy tale and it goes 
something like this. Once upon 
a time there was a magical 
country. Rather than build dirty, 
hulking power stations burning 
fossil fuels, its authorities and 
citizens worked together so that 
every house generated its own 
renewable energy and sold its 
excess production back to the 
electrical grid. Roof-based so-
lar panels distillated the sun’s 
energy while small wind tur-
bines whirred peacefully in the 
background, harnessing the 
force of the trade winds. And 
everyone lived happily ever after. 
Or did they? Well, that’s partly 
what the Central Electricity 
Board (CEB) hopes to fi nd out 
with its Small Scale Distributed 
Generation (SSDG) Project. Yet 
it’ll have to overcome all manner 
of odds if it is to have even the 
faintest chance of success. 

Although this scenario seems 
impossibly utopian, the CEB’s 
motivations are fi rmly anchored 
in reality. According to the utility 
company’s Corporate Adminis-
tration Manager, Vishwanath 
Jhummon, who presented the 
project to a packed room at last 
week’s Mauritius EcoBuilding 
Conference and Exhibition distri-
buted generation basically refers 
to “electricity production where 
it is consumed, namely in homes, 
commercial buildings and in-
dustrial premises”. Its objectives 
are threefold: to promote green 

technology, reduce our depen-
dency on fossil fuels and to mi-
tigate greenhouse gas emissions. 
He also explained that the total 
installed capacity of SSDGs “is 
limited to 2MW or 200 installa-
tions, whichever comes fi rst”. 

Encouragingly, both the grid 
code (the technical specifi cations 
that allow a power producer to 
export energy to the grid) and 
feed-in tariffs (see table) have 
already been fi nalized. In ad-
dition, SSDGs, which are also 
known as Small Independent 
Power Producers (SIPPs) for 
obvious reasons, will have to 
consume at least a third of the 
energy they produce before ex-
porting anything to the grid. Ac-
cording to Vishwanath Jhummon, 
the overwhelming majority of 
applications have been for pho-
tovoltaic technology. 

Small scale energy 
effi ciency

Given that SIPPs will account 
for a tiny fraction of the country’s 
electricity needs, it’s obvious that 
the scheme’s primary aim is to 
encourage individuals to produce 
their own energy rather than to 
wean the country as a whole off 
of fossil fuels. Still, considering 
the upward trajectory of elec-
tricity demand, there’s a case to 
be made for small-scale energy 
self-suffi ciency. In the draft grid 
code it compiled for the ministry 
of Renewable energies, the Da-

Feed-in tariffs for Small Independent Power Producers (SIPPs). 

Feed-in tariff for 15 years Wind
Rs/kWh

Hydro
Rs/kWh

PV
Rs/kWh

Micro (up to 2.5 kW) 20 15 25

Mini (2.6 to 10 kW) 15 15 20

Small (10.1 to 50 
kW)

10 10 15



nish fi rm Ea Energianalyse war-
ned that the heady growth of late 
could even be dwarfed by future 
increases in demand: “Over the 
past years, electricity demand in 
Mauritius has grown at an ave-
rage annual rate of 5%. Current 
forecasts indicate that energy 
generation requirements can 
increase by approximately 60% 
over the next 10 years due to air 
conditioning and mechanical 
ventilation loads from commer-
cial and residential buildings.”

As this shows, the complexity of 
the issue of energy security is fur-
ther compounded by an underlying 
sense of urgency. Yet no matter how 
overwhelming the task of making 
the shift to a low carbon economy 
may seem, the alternative may not 
be an option for much longer. At 
the Mauritius EcoBuilding Confe-
rence, for instance, Bruno Cohen, 
the chairman of SFER, a provider 
of photovoltaic technology, evoked 
the spectre of a “social energy rift”. 
The gist of his argument was that 
the growing cost of fossil fuels might 
eventually make energy unaffor-
dable to those on the lower rungs of 
the social ladder. 

The glaring omission 
of bio-gas

By that token, the SSDG 
Project will have to genuinely 
seek to promote the democrati-
zation of the energy sector if it’s 
to be deemed successful (cur-
rently more than 55% of our 
energy is provided by the sugar 
industry at premium prices). 
And it’s precisely this aspect 
of the project the University of 
Mauritius’s Khalil Elahee has 
doubts about. In fact, he belie-
ves that banks are “abusing the 
green market” by transferring all 
the risk to the lenders. He pro-
poses that green funds be moni-
tored in order to determine the 
number of jobs created, kWh 
saved and CO2 reductions. 

With regards the burning is-
sue of democratization, he thinks 
that certain measures need to be 
taken: “First of all, in order to 
make the scheme more attractive, 
VAT exemptions and subsidies 
need to be put in place. Secon-
dly, it should target low- or me-
dium-income groups and focus 
on Rodrigues and Agalega for 
maximum impact. It could also 
be incorporated into new Natio-
nal Housing Development Cor-
poration schemes”, he suggests. 

And Khalil Elahee has a 
point. Whereas a preferential 
feed-in tariff will undoubte-
dly form the cornerstone of the 
SSDG Project, it might prove 
insuffi cient to get everyone on-
board. Government’s very own 
Draft Long-Term Energy Stra-
tegy 2009-2025 mentioned this 
point. “In order to encourage the 

SIPP’s to enter the decentralized 
electricity market, a feed-in tariff 
combined with an appropriate 
incentive scheme will be desig-
ned and implemented.” It would 
be useful to know exactly what 
government has in mind, sooner 
rather than later. 

He’s also not convinced 
about the attractiveness of the 
feed-in tariffs being proposed. 
He predicts that 15 years from 
now, “Rs15/kWh will be less 
than buying price from the grid”. 
Another glaring omission from 
the scheme is biogas. Indeed, by 
restricting itself to wind, pho-
tovoltaic and hydro power, the 
SSDG Project is perhaps missing 
out on one of the “most viable” 
renewable technologies. Khalil 
Elahee reckons that “biogas, 
as well as cogeneration, 
should be included in the 
scheme”. Further down 
the line, he says, the total 
installed capacity should be in-
creased to 20MW, on the condi-
tion a clear timetable is put in 
place. By 2020, that fi gure could 
rise to 50MW, “to coincide with 
the wave of decreasing renewable 
costs, particularly in photovoltaic 
technology”.  

Basically, what all this seems 
to indicate is that even if the 
CEB’s initiative is a big step in 
the right condition, it could gain 
much from being both more 
ambitious and fl exible. In its 
defence though, the national en-
ergy provider is also on a very 
steep learning curve as it has to 
unlearn much of what it knows 
in favour of a far more decen-
tralized approach. This will take 
time. The important thing is that 
the CEB seems to be committed 
to the SSDG Project. 

Having said that, it’s also beco-
ming increasingly obvious that the 
CEB’s triple role as a producer, 
purchaser and supplier of elec-
tricity is perhaps not conducive 
to revitalizing the energy sector.  
“A dedicated facilitator, such as 
an SIPP Agency, is needed so as 
to avoid any confl icts of interest. 
It will be in charge of sensitiza-
tion, follow-up and coordination. 
Above all, we need demonstration 
installations to show to the pu-
blic”, suggests Khalil Elahee. 

Although these various tech-
nical and fi nancial aspects will 
undoubtedly play a pivotal part in 
deciding whether Mauritians will 
become SIPPs, much will also 
depend on the extent of our will 
to embrace change. The beauty 
of small-scale energy production 
lies as much in its promise of au-
to-suffi ciency as its environmental 
benefi ts. At any rate, we will fi nd 
out soon enough about the fate 
of this fascinating project and, by 
extension, about ourselves.  

Nicholas RAINER
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A bona fi de 
SIPP. How 
many more 
will follow? 



“I am defending the fundamental freedom of the individual ”

Interview
❐ Tell me about the role of 

the GTU. 
That’s an interesting question. 

The GTU is the biggest union in 
Mauritius.As an individual union, 
it has 5000 members. Normally, 
in Mauritius, in the private sector 
only 12-13% of workers are part of 
a trade union. The GTU is the only 
union which has 95% of members 
from the profession. 

❐ What makes the diffe-
rence according to you? 

The credibility of the trade 
union. This union has existed for 
65 years and this year is its 66th. It is 
also a trade union for teachers that 
has made history. It has fought for 
all causes. 

❐ Which causes have you 
been fi ghting for?

I’ll go back to the beginning. 
The union fought to improve the 
standard of education in Mauritius. 
Whether in the struggle for better 
salaries, for teachers or in the re-
form of the education sector, the 
union has been part of it all. For 
your information, we have 17 exe-
cutive members and the fi rst three, 
that is the president, the secretary 
and the treasurer, are paid by the 
government to be trade unionists. 
This does not exist in other trade 
unions. The government knows 
that I must look after 5000 mem-
bers. You have 5000 members with 

5000 problems. Also, as you may 
know, in Mauritius, there are 400 
trade unions but only one of them 
organises elections through the 
system of one man, one vote. That 
is, as in the general elections, you 
have your team, your campaign, 
your ballot and you cast your vote. 

❐ What do the others do in 
other unions?

They vote by proxy. One voter 
comes and votes for 20, 30 or 40. 

❐ So what? 
It’s part of their regulations. 

As for us, we campaign and go 
around the schools. I have been to 
300 schools. I did not leave a single 
school out. It’s not easy to go to 
these schools as some are found in 
far-off places all over the island. 

❐ But why do you do all 
that? Why this battle each time 
there are elections? 

Well, you could also ask why 
Navin Ramgoolam and Paul Bé-
renger put so much effort into win-
ning the General Elections. 

❐ They campaign to be-
come the Prime minister. You 
will become the president of a 
trade union. Is that worth the 
trouble?

Well,, people trust me. People 
want me to fi ght for them. 

❐ If they trust you then why 
do you have to move around 
and campaign? They will show 

their trust by voting for you, 
won’t they?

You can’t take a chance. Elec-
tions are like a race. 

❐ It’s a race for money too?
No, it isn’t. 
❐ Aren’t there any advan-

tages involved? 
There are advantages. But 

let me say this loud and clear: 
I’ve been here for six years and I 
have only travelled abroad twice 
when I was required to do so. My 
predecessor, Mr. Lollbeeharry, 
travelled 150 times. I’m not in-
venting  this; he said it himself.  
Those are the advantages. 

❐ The advantages involve 
all that traveling?

Yes. But I am at the service of 
teachers 24/ hrs a day. The last time 
I went to Switzerland, as there was 
a conference on “la Francopho-
nie”. All the trade unions of the 
francophone countries  were there. 
What would you have done if you 
were in my shoes? Would you have 
declined? 

❐ I’d go if I were being offe-
red a free ticket!

Everything is paid for.
❐ That’s what I mean.
You are well treated and eve-

rything. 
❐ Well I would go, and I 

would try to win all the elec-
tions so that I could continue 

to go! But coming back to your 
campaign, it was a bitter fi ght.

Yes. There has always been 
opposition. But these people have 
started a campaign based on lies 
and  character assassination They 
circulated letters accusing me of all 
sorts of things.  

 ❐ They say you did the 
same.

I swear on my son’s head. 
Show me a pamphlet in which I 
denigrated someone and I promise 
I will resign. 

❐ You spent a lot of money 
- you said 500,000.  

What do you think the price to 
pay for democracy is? 

❐ Do you buy democracy?
No, who said anything about 

buying? But it is expensive to 
carry out an election. You need 
staff, you travel around the is-
land, and you have regional mee-
tings with members. Aren’t you 
going to give these members so-
mething? This is their money. 

❐ It’s their money and you 
use it to get elected. 

It’s not to get elected. 
❐ Why do you spend it? 
The money of the GTU was 

not used for the campaign. 
❐ Then where do the Rs 

500,000 you used and the Rs 
250 000 that your competitor 
used come from?

They got the fi nancial support 
of an organisation in teaching. The 
leaders of the organisation accom-
panied them in the schools. That’s 
not the case for me. Let me tell you 
that the teachers around me contri-
bute for campaign purposes. 

❐ But why should teachers 
pay to get you elected? 

There are activists. 
❐ And what do they hope to 

gain? They must have expecta-
tions.

Maybe… No, they are not 
without expectations. They want 
someone credible in the post. 
Somehow who will defend them. 
I will defend them at all costs. Do 
not touch those teachers. But then, 
everyone is the same. There is no 
distinction between those who gave 
money and those who didn’t. 

❐ You are very kind!
I don’t know if you saw the 

results. 
❐ Yes I did. You received 

about 90% of the votes.
If I wasn’t kind, would I have 

obtained that?
❐ When you said earlier, 

“don’t touch the teachers,” 
does that mean they can do 
anything they like? Like giving 
tuition in primary schools?

I’m not defending private tui-
tion. I am defending the funda-
mental freedom that an individual 
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Vinod SEEGUM,
President of the Government Teachers' Union (GTU)

Vinod Seegum, himself a primary 
school teacher, has recently been 
re-elected to the post of president of 
the GTU for a fourth period of two 
years. Here he talks of the function 
of his union as well as commenting 
on some recent developments in the 
fi eld of primary education.



has in a democratic society like 
Mauritius. This freedom is that 
parents are the ones to decide if 
their children need tuition or not. 
It’s not up to the state to come 
and decide for them. The state will 
come forward with the project of 
amending section 37a of the Edu-
cation Act. It says that if you are 
giving tuition in Standard 4, you 
are committing an offence. So as 
a responsible trade union, we have 
to defend the right of the parents 
to choose for their children.  

❐ Does a responsible trade 
union say that seven-year old 
kids sit in a class of 40 for 8 
hours?

I’m not talking about the kids. 
I’m talking about freedom!

❐ Does freedom involve 
torturing children who have 
spent all day in a class of 40 
kids, by sending them to  take 
tuition with the same teacher? 

It is the parents’ choice. 
❐ But the teachers don’t 

leave you a choice because 
they penalize children who 
don’t take tuition!

You are one-sided on that. 
You don’t want to see reason! 
When there are 40 kids in class, 
who says they all take tuition? I 
used to work at Sir Veerasamy 
Ringadoo Government School 
(SVR), and I used to give tui-
tion too. Listen carefully. There 
are parents who used to say to 
me, “I think my child is doing 
well so I don’t think he or she 
needs tuition and I had rather 
send them to play tennis or take 
swimming lessons. The problem 
is the heavy curriculum and the 
competition. Go and visit SVR 
and you’ll understand. Children 
take tuition with their teacher 
at school on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays and somewhere 
else on other days. Who is 
responsible now? 

❐ In this case the parents. 
Do you fi nd that normal? 

It’s a competitive world. 
❐ The world is competitive, 

so you need to dope the child 
from birth? 

No, I didn’t say that. It is pa-
rental choice. And, even with 
private tuition, this country has 
never reached a 70% pass rate in 
the CPE exams.

❐ Is tuition useless then? 
No. If there were no tuition, 

the pass rate for the whole of Mau-
ritius would have been 30%! 

❐ So the teachers are all 
useless then? 

No! The curriculum is too 
heavy. 

❐ In that case, what’s 
wrong with the enhancement 
programme? You have more 
time to deal with the curricu-
lum, the ministry pays and the 
parents are happy.

Listen to me. The state cannot 
replace a parent or a teacher. The 

state has another role.
❐ The state is not trying to 

replace the parents. 
It is the state that pays at the 

end of the month. 
❐ So what? There are pa-

rents who can’t pay for private 
tuition. 

So the state agrees that tuition 
is important. 

❐ Not for everyone. Vasant 
Bunwaree said that it is only 
for those who need it. 

Who told you that? Look at 
the Enhancement programme. Is 
it for a category of children? It is 
for everyone. 

❐ What is your objection 
to that, then? It is the same 
as private tuition, except that 
teachers are not fi lling their 
pockets. 

My contention is that the 
state can’t be taking the place of 
the parent.

❐ Because when the state 
pays you, your problem is that 
you can no longer fl eece the 
parents.

(laughs)
❐ Are you doing this for the 

benefi t of the children or the 
benefi t of the teachers? 

When you say that teachers are 
fi lling their pockets, in Port Louis, 
there are 42 schools. There are only 
four schools where tuition exists. In 
the other schools, the teacher is gi-
ving tuition to seven or eight kids. 

❐ But in star schools, it is 
a lucrative business. You have 
worked in star schools so you 
should know. 

I didn’t make money…
❐ Did you give free tuition? 

You worked at SVR and you 
gave free tuition? 

I didn’t make money the way 
you seem to think. 

❐ Well, I’m not going 
to calculate for you what 
you have earned, though it 
would be easy if you gave me 
the number of years you’ve 
worked there. 

(Big outburst of laughter)
Madam, you are anti-tuition 

and anti-progressive. You should 
not look at things from one pers-
pective only. You are only looking 
at benefi ts for the teachers. 

❐ Don’t you think it’s high 
time we got rid of the grading-
system? That would put an end 
to private tuition. 

No. Bunwaree bans private 
tuition in Standard IV, but go and 
see the teachers’ houses. They are 
overcrowded.  

❐ But is it acceptable for 
you that  teachers pack chil-
dren in garages to give tuition 
just to make money?

Do you know the number of 
teachers who give free tuition to 
primary school children?

❐ There are many who are 
just making money and you 
are defending them.

What would you have done in 
my place?

❐ Well, I would have consi-
dered the general interest and 
not just that of those who vote 
for me.

You know, I won’t be here eter-
nally.  I want the level of education 
to improve.  

❐ Don’t you think you 
should educate parents 
about the uselessness of pri-
vate tuition?

I don’t have to educate parents.  
I’m here to defend my teachers and 
my members

❐ By boycotting the En-
hancement Programme?

Teachers are being terrorised 
and forced to stay for the Enhance-
ment Programme. The majority of 
teachers now are women who want 
to go home and look after their 
children.  What will you say now?  
Government is forcing teachers 
to give tuition, for that’s what it is, 
whether you call it Enhancement 
Programme or private tuition.  
Don’t you see the contradiction?

❐ But the teachers are hap-
py to take the extra money. 

They don’t want the money 
and they refuse to conduct the 
classes. Do you think that it is fair 
to keep Standard III children in 
school from 9 am to 5 pm?

❐ But you are the ones 
saying that the syllabus is too 
heavy and that it isn’t possible 
to fi nish at 2.30 pm.  Now, you 
are given additional time. The 
next step is for Bunwaree to 
amend the Education Act. 

He’s going to do so  soon. I 
have spoken to my legal advisers 
and I will fi ght it in the name of 
freedom. 

❐ You know, no individual 
has absolute liberty.

This is your opinion.  It’s 
not mine.

❐ I’m a pedagogue and I 
can tell you that a child can’t 
sit in class from 9 am to 5 pm.  
I would not agree with the 
Enhancement Programme, 
except that I believe that’s 
the way to put an end to the 
abusive practices of teachers 
regarding private tuition.  
Otherwise  teachers would 
have continued  gathering the 
children in the garage and gi-
ving tuition, which I believe 
is worse.

No one has the right to impose 
the Programme on the teachers.  
They have their working hours 
from 9 am to 3 30 pm as per their 
working contract.  Slavery was  
abolished a long time ago.

❐ The incentive to stay 
could be merit-based promo-
tion?

I’m not against that.  Promo-
tion to the post of Headmaster 
will be  merit-based.  This is one 
of PRB’s recommendations.  We 
have signed the option form but is 

does not mean that we agree to it.  
When it comes up, we’ll consider 
the implications.  

❐ You are a hard worker 
and I’m a lazy person, is it 
normal that we both get the 
same promotions?

I prefer this because even if 
there are promotions based on 
merit, there is a quota.  When the 
quota in a particular community 
has been met, until one person 
within that community  retires, no 
one will get a promotion within 
that community. That’s why I’m 
fi ghting against it.  

❐ The catchment area is 
one of the biggest scandals in 
our educational system. You 
have never denounced it. 

My estimate is that more than 
70% of the children in some star 
schools do not come from the 
catchment area.  Am I to be bla-
med for that too?

❐ In a way because you 
turn a blind eye to it. Give us 
the names of those fraudsters?

Everyone knows the names; 
I can’t give you the names.  Ask  
the ministry.

❐ But the ministry is dead 
sure that there has never been 
any malpractice.

Go and see the parents who 
live just besides SVR but whose 
children do not get in. I have always 
done everything for others.  I’m ta-
king nothing with me when I die.  I 
have given status to teachers.  I res-
pect teachers.  Long ago, a teacher 
could not even afford a bicycle.  
Today, when the Mauritius Exami-
nations Syndicate (MES) carries 
out marking for exams, their main 
cause for worry is parking for all of 
the teachers’ cars.  I have the power 
to sue the minister if I want.

❐ Then why don’t you use 
this power to convince some 
excellent teachers to go to the 
ZEP schools?

But they did go.  Go and see in 
the Bois des Amourettes Govern-
ment School which has reached 
a pass rate of 84% up from under 
30%.  All the brilliant teachers are 
in the ZEP schools.  All the good 
Headmasters too. 

❐ But in many ZEP schools 
still, the failure rate is still very 
high.

The national failure rate is 
30-35. Some teachers have spent 
twelve years in ZEP and they tell 
you that they don’t want to leave 
the school.  There are so many 
young teachers in schools in Petite 
Rivière, so devoted to their work.  
Contrary to popular perception, 
there are no mediocre teachers in 
the ZEP schools; rather they are 
very talented.  I’m a member of the 
ZEP Council and we are working 
seriously to increase that fi gure. We 
will get there. 

Touria PRAYAG
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“Government is 
forcing teachers 
to give tuition, 
for that’s what 
it is, whether 

you call it 
Enhancement 
Programme or 
private tuition”
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 Libyan Crisis

Mauritius and the Tamin
The continuing 
instability in Libya 
threatens to halt 
the ‘Arab Spring’ 
unfolding across 
the Middle East. 
Our newspapers 
and media are full 
of extensive cove-
rage of the crisis 
but none asks the 
question: what is 
Mauritius doing 
and what should its 
position be? 

Since he overthrew King 
Idriss, putting an end to 
the Senoussi monarchy in 
1969, Gaddafi  has ruled Li-

bya like an old-style Arab patriarch, 
maintaining control by patronizing 
tribal groups and clans. The revolt 
in Libya was sparked in the oil-rich 
Benghazi region, by rebels, most of 
whom are from the Senoussi tribe, 
that of the erstwhile king. Hence, the 
symbol of the revolt was the black, 
red and green fl ag of King Idriss. 
Nevertheless, Democrats marching 
under a monarchist banner isn’t the 
only paradox when it comes to the 
confl ict in Libya. 

The heavy-handed oppres-
sion meted out by Gaddafi ’s state 
apparatus to the opponents, like 
using mercenaries from Chad, 
Niger, Mali, Sudan and even 
Eastern Europe (a legacy of Gad-
dafi ’s long-standing patronage of 
armed militia’s in neighboring 
states) has provoked internatio-
nal condemnation. As the Mi-
nister of Foreign Affairs Arvin 
Boolell declares to the Weekly, 
“We condemn the violation of 
Human rights outright. In fact, 
what is going on is tantamount 
to genocide.”  The spokesman for 
the Opposition, Steven Obeega-
doo, stresses that “Even though 
each country has its own specifi -
cities and the right to determine 
its destiny without foreign inter-
ference, everybody acknowledges 
that there are certain rights and 
values which the international 
community and the United Na-
tions must strive to protect and 

uphold.” The result has been, 
the Minister informs us, that 
our state has “co-sponsored a 
resolution on behalf of African 
states for the suspension of Li-
bya from the United Nation’s 

Human Rights Council” 
and is “fully sup-

portive of 

the no-fl y zone provided they ad-
here fully to the provisions of the 
resolution and protect citizens.”

Enter the west

“It is interesting,” Ram Seego-
bin of LALIT tells us, “how the 
roles have been reversed vis-a-vis 
Iraq. Now it is France and Britain 
dragging along a hapless United 

States into Libya.” 
It must be borne in 

mind that the aims of 
western intervention 

and those of the Libyan 
opposition do not necessa-

rily coincide. “Certainly oil is 
a factor,” Seegobin reminds us 

alluding to the fact that the 2003 
détente with Gaddafi , brought 
about an oil rush, with companies 
like Repsol, Wintershall, Total, Eni, 
OMV, Shell, the Oasis Group, 
Chevron, Marathon, ExxonMo-
bil, and BP eager to cultivate rela-
tions with the regime. Billions have 
been invested in the Benghazi oil-
fi elds and the Libyan regime used 
its petro-dollars to buy arms in 
return, many of which are being 
used against the opposition. The 

fear that a jilted Gaddafi  might 
court Chinese, Indian and Rus-
sian oil companies instead, and 
to protect their investments, is 
one of the reasons why action was 
delayed right until the fall of Ben-
ghazi itself seemed imminent. This 
is highlighted by a statement made 
by former judge and public face 
of the Libyan opposition Mustafa 
Abdel Jalil who, according to the 
Wall Street Journal on the 10th of 
March, had to reassure the west 
by stating that «the international 
companies in Libya, the oil com-
panies, all of them are safe.»

Even more paradoxical are the 
bedfellows that the coalition seems 
to have attracted. If the reports on 
the British newspaper The Inde-
pendent on its 7th of March 2011 
issue are to be believed, Saudi Ara-
bia, which has eagerly provided 
shelter to former dictators Ben Ali, 
Hosni Mubarak and even earlier, Idi 
Amin, was approached by the Uni-
ted States to supply weapons to the 
rebels. The Saudis turned down the 
request, its army too busy quelling 
protests in neighbouring Bahrain 
under the aegis of the Gulf Coo-
peration Council (GCC). In fact, 

the only Arab states enthusiastically 
supporting international troops to 
protect the rebels in Libya are two 
other monarchies, Dubai and Qatar. 
The former also committed forces 
to quell unrest in Bahrain. Yemen, 
where Saudi-backed strongman 
Al-Saleh has similarly warned of 
civil war, was passed over without 
mention. Clearly, democratic aspi-
rations are not the priority.

It is precisely this inconsisten-
cy of aims that is sapping interna-
tional support for the intervention. 
As Obeegadoo highlights, “the 
manner of enforcement of the 
no-fl y zone mandated by the U.N 
Security Council, such as bom-
bings, seems to have broken the 
unity of purpose of the interna-
tional community.” The reference 
is to the fact that Amr Moussa, 
head of the Arab League, who 
initially backed the no-fl y zone, la-
ter pulled the rug by commenting 
that “What is happening in Libya 
differs from the aim of imposing 
a no-fl y zone. What we want is the 
protection of civilians and not a 
bombardment of more civilians.” 
A statement echoed by Obegadoo 
when he says, “There is a military 

The rebels come mostly from the 
Senoussi tribe based in oil rich 
Benghazi.
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The sprinkler 
sprinkled

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

ng of Gaddafi 

Ladies and Gentlemen: it’s offi cial! Your Prime 
minister takes you for a fool. Since Bérenger’s 
PNQ of last Tuesday, Navin Ramgoolam has 
tried to send us all on a wild goose chase; he’s 

pretending that the real issue about Medpoint is the pros 
and cons of a geriatric hospital. 

Ha! Wouldn’t you know it! We’ve got to give it to him 
though; Ramgoolam has mastered the art of political 
diversion.  

So now, he wants to divert the Medpoint debate 
to a geriatric debate. As if all along, we, fools that we 
are, have all been missing the point. That all the noise 
about Medpoint is actually pointless because hey, Navin 
Ramgoolam says so!

So, people, now you know; the whole Medpoint issue 
is about whether government was right in overriding ex-
pert opinion and accepting Dr Ramgoolam’s whim that 
we need one national hospital for the aged rather than 
having specialist units in all the regional hospitals. 

Therefore please repeat after me:
  Medpoint is not about a government buying the pri-

vate property of one of its members, it’s not about pro-
cedures not having been followed, it’s not about infl uence 
peddling, and it’s not about having made a mockery of 
the principles of public procurement.  

Now that that’s settled, does someone have a derelict 
building to sell so that government can make another 
one of Navin Ramgoolam’s dreams come true by setting 
up a specialized hospital for women?  

I mean seriously- the Prime minister has held his 
peace for three months, presumably to think of a clever 
strategy to ride the Medpoint wave and this is the best 
he can come up with? That and hiding behind the ICAC 
and its enquiry? 

Hmmm. All is not well in the Ramgoolam world of 
wonder. Maybe I should give him some advice. For free, 
obviously. (Aren’t I a star? Serving king and country!)

The Prime minister prides himself on his track re-
cord of having asked his ministers to step down the mi-
nute there’s been a prima facie case against them. All 
well and good except that it’s not good enough. 

When the ICAC is carrying out an investigation on 
one or several ministries, ethics and decency demand 
that the minister in charge of the relevant ministry 
step down for the duration of the investigation so as 
to allow the proper conduct of the investigation espe-
cially if there’s a confl ict of interest. This doesn’t mean 
they’re guilty; it simply shows that they respect their 
public offi ce enough to want to appear dignifi ed and 
beyond reproach. 

The way Maya Hanoomanjee and Pravind Jugnauth 
have acted so far, however, leave little doubt as to what 
they actually think of the principle of accountability and 
the ICAC investigation.

Surely then, the Prime minister could have asked 
that they step down? 

The fact that he hasn’t tells me two things; that the 
Medpoint affair is not just an “MSM problem” as some 
Labour MPs mistakenly thought at fi rst and that Navin 
Ramgoolam gave his go-ahead to the deal. 

But let’s not talk about that; the pros and cons of a 
geriatrics hospital are so much more fun to discuss! 

 Mauritian-Libyan relations
Mauritian-Libyan relations have never been easy, often borde-
ring on the farcical. In 1981, Libya was accused, rather exag-
geratedly, of trying to divide the MMM-PSM alliance. The 
then-Labour government announced an investigation of the 
affairs of the Libyan embassy after sensationalistic press re-
ports surfaced of pro-Gaddafi  militias and activists. In 1982, 
Libya was accused of fi nancing newspapers in Mauritius and 
fi nally on the 13th of January 1984, the Libyan ambassador was 
forcibly expelled by force of arms under allegations that Libya 
was violating Mauritian sovereignty. 

escalation which is taking a heavy 
toll on the very civilian population 
that the UN resolution intended 
to protect.”  

In addition, India, China, and 
Russia expressed grave reserva-
tions about the direction the cam-
paign is taking, with the African 
Union even calling, on the 20th 
of March, for an “immediate end 
to hostilities.” As a reaction to this, 
lawyer Youssef Mohamed tells us, 
“I don’t know what they want. 
They should have taken a stand 
at the United Nations. If they 
did not agree with the resolution, 
they should have vetoed it. They 
have no right to complain now.” 
He adds that “air defenses of Li-
bya were taken out to enforce a 
no-fl y zone. Incidentally, civilian 
casualties happen. It’s too bad but 
to prevent a greater evil, this is, 
unfortunately, a necessity.” In this 
context Seegobin asks, “Does eve-
rybody interprets the term no-fl y 
zone in his own way?” 

Nor does the confusion stop 
there. “There is no clear idea wi-
thin the Western powers,” Seego-
bin maintains. “The U.S military 
insists on a minimalist course of 

action. Obama, the British and the 
French argue that Gaddafi  must 
go. The military apparatus does 
not know what it is supposed to be 
doing.” Boolell adds that “some of 
the NATO countries themselves 
do not back the action. Turkey for 
instance, has stated that it would 
not allow its bases to be used for 
airstrikes on Libya.”

The precedent of no-fl y zones 
leading to peace is a poor one. In 
fact, quite the reverse. Operation 
‘Deny Flight’ in Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na was a prelude to intervention in 
the erstwhile Yugoslavia, the 1991 
no fl y zone in Iraq ended up with 
the 2003 invasion. This is not a far-
fetched analogy.  “They are actually 
saying it themselves, paralleling the 
events in Libya with those in Ko-
sovo,” Seegobin points out. 

What position now?

Can democracy be enforced 
at the point of a tomahawk mis-
sile? “Our stance is unequivocal 
on this,” the Minister declares. 
“Any strike has to be in confor-
mity with the provisions of the 
resolution and only insofar as it 

serves the interests of the Libyan 
people.” Obeegadoo stresses that 
the Mauritian position should be 
“To insist that the only way out 
is an immediate ceasefi re. There 
cannot be a military solution to 
this confl ict. Where intervention 
does come into play, it should be 
only to protect civilians. This is 
in line with the demands of the 
African Union, The Arab Lea-
gue and the Organization of Is-
lamic countries.” Seegobin adds 
“We should align ourselves to a 
position that denounces the re-
pression in Libya but does not 
agree with NATO bombing that 
country. This is not going to be 
good for anybody.” Should an 
escalation by the U.S, France, Bri-
tain and the gulf monarchies take 
place, it won’t be the democratic 
rights of the Libyan people that 
will top their agenda. We should 
be careful about the position we 
as a state take, lest we be associa-
ted with what may turn out to be 
a sanctimonious oil grab. We, and 
above all the Libyan people, de-
serve much better. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Airstrikes by coalition forces allow the oppositionists in Libya to take on 
Gaddafi  and his loyalists. 

There is no agreement about how 
far military measures are allowed 
in the U.N resolution, let alone 
why it is Europe and the Gulf mo-
narchies that are the most eager 
to back the rebels. 
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Have you ever heard of an international 
day held in tribute to the English lan-
guage? Probably not. But you will have 
heard about the “Semaine de la langue 
française et de la Francophonie” obser-
ved in all French-speaking countries last 
week, including Mauritius. 

English vs. French

The Battle of our Linguistic   
WHILE the absence of an in-

ternational day celebrating English 
does not diminish the importance 
of the language in the world, it si-
gnals a difference in approach, with 
a strong, almost aggressive drive 
from the French to promote their 
language globally. 

Mauritius provides an inte-
resting context because of its dual 
history of colonisation. We have 
inherited French and English 
from our respective colonisers, but 
it is easy to see which language has 
the upper hand in everyday life. A 
quick look at what is most used by 
people - aside from Creole - or at 
the dominant language in the me-
dia says a lot. Part of the answer lies 
in the country’s history. Shakuntala 
Boolell, lecturer in French at the 
University of Mauritius explains 
that this dates back to the 19th 
century, since even under British 
rule; the press was dominated by 
French. “You only need to look 
at the publications of the time, as 
well as the contribution of literary 
circles which promoted French. 
The love for the language conti-
nued to exist and a decree had to 
be passed to impose the use of En-
glish in schools,” she says.

Public perception today has 
often been that the British, on the 
other hand, are more complacent 
when it comes to promoting the 
English language. It is estimated 
that English is spoken by at least 
a billion people worldwide, while 
French has some 220 million spea-
kers. Do they just feel that English is 
on “terrain conquis”? Organisations 
like the British Council argue that 
English is not losing ground in 
Mauritius. 

According to Anne Bell, Academic 
Manager at the British Council 
Mauritius, there is great interest in 
the English language, whether from 
the general public or stakeholders 
such as the Ministry of Education, 
because people recognise it as a lan-
guage which creates opportunities. 

Shakuntala Boolell feels that, 
“Organisations like the British 
Council are quite discreet. On the 
other hand, each week, on the In-
ternet and in newspapers, you read 
about events organised by the Ins-
titut Français. The fact that it never 
stops may be viewed as aggressi-
veness but it is for a good cause.” 
Anne Bell, while acknowledging 
that people will inevitably compare 
the British Council with its French 
counterparts, believes that this 
comparison is not fair. “You would 
not be comparing like with like. 
The British Council has a different 
approach. We work with targeted 
communities, such as the Chagos 
community, with which we are cur-
rently running an English language 
project, rather than having large 
events for the public. I believe that 
both approaches are equally valid.” 

Today Mauritius has its place 
both within the Francophone com-
munity and the Commonwealth, 
although for the man in the street, 
it is not English that has caught on. 
Shakuntala Boolell does not believe 
that Mauritius is the only place with 
such a linguistic background. 
“Pondicherry 
is an example 
of a place 

where French has found its place, 
alongside the other languages spo-
ken and written in the country,” 
she says. Nevertheless, demand 
for English dominates in some of 
the world’s largest and rapidly ri-
sing nations, such as China and 
India. An article published in The 
Economist in 2006, entitled “The 
language business in China,” 
states that “Today the Chinese are 
obsessed with English. Anything 
up to a fi fth of the population is 
learning the language.” A popula-
rity confi rmed by Anne Bell, who 
says, “These are regions that are 
growing and of course we recogni-
ze that there is an important scope 
for investment there. But that’s not 
to say that it would be to the detri-
ment of other countries,” she adds. 

Mauritius may be one of the 
rare countries where French has 
taken such precedence over En-
glish, but one still cannot deny the 
importance that English plays in 
economic, administrative and diplo-
matic terms. And more so, our posi-
tion in the region and the world has 
been in many ways supported by 
our ability to interact with people in 
two of the world’s major languages. 
As Shakuntala Boolell says, “As a 
teacher, I can say without hesitation 
that mastering the two languages of 
our colonial heritage is a source of 
pride for our young people.”

Melissa Louis

Choosing a book from the 
library shelves at the Institut 
Français de Maurice.

Carefully conserved trees add to the beauty 
of the IFM interior.

The entrance to the Institut Francais de Maurice in Rose Hill.

LIBRARY PHOTOS
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Doing Business 
or…

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

Getting the business end of lopsided econo-
mic distribution? On the one hand, we have 
increasing inequity, poverty and purchasing 
power in steep decline. On the other, we have 

our Finance minister attending the 10th birthday bash 
of the Board of Investment. Aside from the 12 billion 
rupees announced as the foreign direct investment 
we raked in last year, and a cake, we also were gree-
ted with the news that we climbed up the ranks of the 
World Bank’s’ ‘Doing Business’ Survey at a lofty 20th 
place. Unrelated observations, one may object. Not 
really, once we understand the criterion employed by 
the survey. 

Taking the 2008 edition as a point of reference, the 
survey reveals some interesting, but none too surpri-
sing, attitudes. The survey largely conforms to the view 
that removing limits on work time, reducing minimum 
wages, abolishing workers’ recourse against unjust 
dismissal and eliminating requirements of advance 
notice for mass dismissals  translates automatically 
into higher growth, greater employment and econo-
mic competitiveness. Let’s leave aside the question of 
the intelligence of a theory that purports to increase 
employment by making it easier to fi re workers or to 
encourage prosperity by making it more precarious to 
hold on to a job. Let’s take a look at the ranks.  

In the 2008 edition, Afghanistan, Georgia, Haiti 
and Mongolia fare better than economies with low 
unemployment and high productivity such as Finland, 
Korea, Taiwan and Sweden. The difference? The latter 
have relatively stringent labour legislation. Colombia, 
the country notorious for the murder of its trade unio-
nists, China -where unionization- aside from the state-
affi liated union bureaucracy- is prohibited and Saudi 
Arabia, where unions are banned entirely, rank higher 
than most states in Western Europe! Georgia was espe-
cially praised for its ‘labour market fl exibility’: its labor 
code allows for sacking without cause, applies stringent 
restrictions on unions and the right of workers to col-
lective bargaining. Unsurprisingly, since the code was 
put in place in 2006, by 2008 poverty in Georgia in-
creased from 27.2 to 31.0 per cent while unemployment 
increased from 12.6 to 13.9 per cent. 

Coming back to Mauritius. Worryingly, our country 
was put forward as a reference point when it came to 
minimizing the costs (to the employer, of course) of fi -
ring workers.  In relation to our own benighted working 
class, the 2008 survey outlined a few reforms that would 
enable us to do better next time. It called for “labour 
market reforms… with a view to increase (downward) 
wage fl exibility” and for “overhauling the current tri-
partite wage-setting machinery” which would “secure 
a position for Mauritius in the top ten most Investment 
and business-friendly locations in the world.” We’re well 
on our way, it seems.

Suddenly, our simultaneous leapfrogging on the in-
dex and the relative deterioration of our social gains 
begins to make sense. If we have to rank ourselves, at 
least, don’t do it on an index whose purpose seems to 
be rewarding labour market deregulation in developing 
countries. Or use it as a testament to good governance. 

We have one consolation though, as our Finance mi-
nister’s grin will testify, we do still have cake. 

 Heritage
Questions to…

■ How do you view the po-
sition and promotion of 
French in Mauritius?

Mauritius has a special place 
in the francophone community. 
In most francophone countries, 
20% of the population is French-
speaking, but in Mauritius; this 
applies to 98% of the population. 
Of course, French is being pro-
moted by the Institut Français de 
Maurice (IFM), but one should 

not forget the fi ve French scho-
ols, which are an important ele-
ment of this work, with around 
5000 students. The IFM’s “me-
diathèque” has over 130,000 
documents in French, making it 
one of the most important insti-
tutions in the world. The desire 
to learn and read French here is 
clearly very strong. 

■ France is perceived as 
being particularly active in 
promoting its language and 
culture, as opposed to Anglo-
phone countries. Why is this 
the case? 

France has always deve-
loped its culture; historically, 
this is part of French tradi-
tion. We are present in almost 
all countries today. I think 
our concept of culture is not 
the same as that of the An-
glophones. The development 
of culture, for France, comes 
through working with partner 
countries, but it also involves 
the social and economic aspects 

of each of these countries. Loo-
king back to the 18th century, 
France had an important role 
in the world, and the French 
language was much sought 
after by European countries, 
being associated with great li-
terature and philosophy. 

■ How do you view the fu-
ture of “Francophonie” in 
Mauritius?

Today, “Francophonie” goes 
beyond the linguistic aspect. It is 
also a question of common values 
shared by these countries. The 
“Organisation International de la 
Francophonie” also has a more 
political role. In Mauritius, the fact 
that French and Kreol are close 
means that the French language 
is deeply rooted. This is one of the 
rare countries where  “Francopho-
nie” is still developing. Granted, 
English has a very important role 
here, as the language of the consti-
tution and of the fi nancial sector, 
but French is now an inherent part 
of Mauritian culture.  

Yves-Alain CORPOREAU, 
Director of the Institut 
Français de Maurice

■ What are your views on 
the position of English in 
Mauritius?

The English language is 
in bad shape. People are still 
using an archaic form of the 
language that dates back to 
the 19th century, and have not 
caught up with modern usage. 
There is also an absence of se-
rious organisations to promote 
English. The English Speaking 

Union works with modest sub-
sidies from the government, 
and we have tried to engage 
Mauritians in our work, but 
there is often a lack of com-
mitment and interest. 

■ What do we need in 
terms of the promotion 
of the English language in 
Mauritius to see an impro-
vement in the situation?
We need greater commitment 
from the British authorities 
but they are not interested. 
The attitude of the English-
man is that English is the 
universal medium. If you are 
intelligent, you will be able 
to use it, but they will not do 
more than that. The French 
have a different attitude. 
They position the language 
as that of intelligence, but they 
want to help you learn it. The 
French government puts its 
money where its mouth is. I 
have never seen a country that 
makes such an extraordinary 

degree of investment in pro-
moting its language.

■ Why is there such a diffe-
rence between the English 
and the French?
The British know that English 
is a “sine qua non”. It provides 
access to education and to 
modern technology. In many 
ways, the British have left it to 
the Americans to propagate 
the language in the world, as 
they are English speakers and 
are a major power. In Mau-
ritius, the English-Speaking 
Union is doing its best with 
modest resources. We won the 
International Public Speaking 
Competition in London two 
years ago, and we are doing 
well in such competitions. We 
also have a spelling bee, and 
we organised competitions for 
the bicentennial of the British 
capture of Mauritius. We try 
above all to encourage the use 
of English as a means of com-
munication between people. 

 Mohamad VAYID, 
Vice-President of the En-
glish-Speaking Union



Intolerance 
The New Religion
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INTOLERANCE has be-
come the new trend in Mauritius 
these days. Gone are the days when 
people used to be wise and when 
religion was not used to infl ame 
the minds of innocent, juvenile and 
gullible souls, and when we used to 
have more relevant debates. I did 
not follow the issue surrounding 
the protests around the setting 
up of a Mc Donald’s restaurant 
close to the ISKCON centre at 
Phoenix. I really thought that the 
vociferation of the soci0-cultu-
ral organisations would soon die 
down like a cloud of smoke disap-
pearing into invisibility. However, 
stupidity, ignorance and religious 
bigotry have reached new heights 
in Mauritius. If there ever was an 
award for socio-cultural organiza-
tions which can instigate people 
towards intolerance and mindles-
sness, then I am sure it should be 
bestowed upon the one which has 
started the ISCON campaign.

The matter is laughable to 
say the least, and a terribly despe-
rate attempt at bringing shame to 
Mauritius if someone from the 
international community were to 
get a whiff of the protests. I mean, 
can you explain to me, how the set-
ting up of a restaurant selling beef 
products can prevent the people 
of ISCON from practising their 
religion or meditating/praying in 
peace? I cannot see on what basis 
the opening of the restaurant could 
be stopped. Maybe we could ima-
gine the following scenario: 

1. Mc Donald Inc, the res-
pondent in this matter, is for-

bidden from:
(a) Setting up a restaurant 

selling beef upon the property ad-
jacent to the ground of ISCON at 
Phoenix;

(b) Make a formal apology to 
the public for daring, oh mighty 
Lord, to sell beef near the grounds 
of a Hindu religious organization

2. In the same vein, this court 
hereby declares that it would 
be improper for any restaurant 
to sell beef/pork/chicken near a 
Mandir/Masjid/etc

3. The court declares that 
someone cannot hold a barbecue 
party in his garden if he is cooking 
beef/pork/beef and his next-door 
neighbour is a Hindu/Muslim/etc.”

This would be a severe blow 
to the freedom of establishment 
and would surely discourage other 

food chains from settling in Mauri-
tius lest they are dragged to court if 
something similar were to happen. 
Moreover, if religious freedom is 
an unalienable human right, so is 
the freedom to establish one’s bu-
siness where one has been granted 
permission to do so according to the 
law of property. 

The justice system in Mauri-
tius, I would hope, is a tad more 
respectful of the rights and free-
doms that our country has nurtu-
red over all these years. Intolerance, 
I reiterate is not the solution but the 
scourge of problems and we must 
get rid of this mentality as fast as 
possible. Religion should not be 
used as a weapon to divide a na-
tion. Sadly, some of our citizens 
are falling into the traps of cunning 
so-called religious leaders. As Mo-

handas Gandhi has brilliantly put 
it, “It is the duty of every cultured 
man or woman to read sympathe-
tically the scriptures of the world. If 
we are to respect others’ religions 
as we would have them respect our 
own, a friendly study of the world’s 
religions is a sacred duty.” I believe 
that tolerance is the key to a society 
poised on reaching the top of the 
economic and development ladder. 
Without tolerance, we are nothing 
more than lost souls, each blinded 
by their own religion and unable 
to fi nd the truth and beauty in our 
neighbour’s faith. Tolerance is an 
extended synonym to freedom. If 
only we could realize this one truth, 
half of the country’s problems will 
be solved.

Krishnee APPADOO

 “ In a democracy, citizens 
are entitled to know the deci-
sions made by the public body 
and why ” (Gary Dickson, 
QC, Information and Privacy 
Commissioner, Canada, In-
terviewed by Touria Prayag, 
L’Express Weekly,18.3.11)

 Comment: Not only do we 
fully agree with this statement, 
but we also ask for an explanation 
and justifi cation for EACH deci-
sion taken by government on our 
behalf. These explanations should 
be given automatically, with 
consideration for transparency 
and good governance. There is 
no need to wait for the press, the 
opposition, NGOs and the civil 
society to ask for explanations on 
behalf of the people. 

Let us consider the purchase 
of Medpoint by the State and 
the traffi c diversions and cutting 
down of trees in Mont Choisy. 
Precise information, with rea-
sonable justifi cation given to 
the public BEFORE the event 
would have helped identify the 
weaknesses and prevent the cut-
ting down of the trees BEFORE 
it was too late. What role do the 
press attachés of ministers have? 

We have just learned that 
someone in charge of the ho-
tel concerned is also part of the 
Road Development Authority, 
the body responsible for road 
management. Who will guarantee 
that there will be no confl ict of 
interest when the decisions taken 
are almost unanimously rejected 
by the civil society? 

Democracy Watch

During the last dreadful general 
elections in May 2010, where a com-
bination of the power of money and 
the evil known as ‘communalism’ 
reigned over the determination for 
a better Mauritius, many politicians 
who are sitting in the government 
side of the parliament, promised to 
“lead us into the future.” 

Ultimately, more than eight 
months after the election, the popu-
lation of our beloved country is gra-
dually noticing that the politicians 
from the PTR-MSM-PMSD coa-
lition are no more than subterfuges. 
When they start talking, we should 
already have our guard up and get 
ready to become a fi lter, because 
there’s a big difference between 
what they say and what they mean. 
When asked questions, they try 
to redirect any conversation or do 
what they do best, ‘cassiete emba 

jupe ICAC’. 
Mauritius has a complex and 

matured political background. Se-
veral political parties have different 
agendas. Many politicians forming 
the government take advantage of 
their power and apply it for their 
own interest. A wave of corruption, 
deep-rooted in the origin of that 
governmental coalition, keeps on 
growing as shown by the Medpoint 
scandal. The ultimate victims are 
the mass population. The so-called 
political heroes are unqualifi ed to 
meet the trust of the common man 
in Mauritius. But this is the time to 
bring change. A nation needs an ai-
med and strategic direction to attain 
and sustain its growth. Mauritius al-
so should not be behind in this race.

Young and educated people 
form the backbone of a growing 
nation. Since they are young, their 

minds are fresh and innovative. 
They are more prone to take risk 
and accept challenges. They are 
less vulnerable to corruption. The-
refore their work is inevitable for 
the growth of a nation. Their spirit 
and courage can contribute to the 
development of the society. Today, 
Mauritius needs this youth force to 
come into politics and take this as an 
opportunity to work for the system. 
Mauritius needs its fresh and young 
educated minds to come forward.
Mauritius needs both experienced 
and young talent to work together 
towards socio-economic develop-
ment. In the recent general election, 
we have seen the trend of involving 
more and more young minds in the 
party, especially the MMM, under 
the leadership of Paul Bérenger, 
who has motivated a pool of young 
and educated people to join politics 

and work for the benefi t of this na-
tion. Youth constitutes a large por-
tion of the Mauritian population, 
and if Mauritian political parties 
can inspire this talented pool of 
resources in the right direction, the 
world will see a new Mauritius. 

More democratic 
and secular

 the Mauritian youth gets uni-
ted with the working class then 
the entire political scenario of the 
nation can be changed. Although, 
it doesn’t mean that the political 
power should be given to people 
in the age group of 20-25 years, 
but it should be given to those 
who have experience, will as well 
as energy and enthusiasm. The ol-
der players should not be entirely 
thrown off either, they have the 

experience, tips and advice for their 
younger counterparts. The team 
being led by the historical MMM 
leader does fi t that description. 
We can also hope that the leadership 
of the young people will be more 
democratic and secular in nature. 
They are more contemporary and 
modern in their thinking. They are 
not part of the corrupt system, so 
we can expect that they can provide 
a new direction to the nation, and 
defend the political values inherent 
in a democracy. I hope and pray the 
youth of Mauritius are able to rise 
up to the occasion and bring about 
a turnaround for our great country. 
Always remember the words of 
John Kennedy: “If not us, who? If 
not now, when?”

Krishna JADUNUNDUN
On behalf of MMM Youth Wing

Participatory 
democracy or the 
right to know 

Of false promises
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‘Tis the Season…

A apple a day ]
By Dr Zina Valaydon

Exit Through the Gift Shop

 The World of Street Art

Flu season has started early and viciously this year. 
I, for one, am sniffl ing under triple blankets, with 
an unshakeable cold. And I suspect many of you 
similar poor souls have been struck just as hard. 

Once again the antibiotic debate will crop up and divide 
opinions so it pays to set the record straight.

I am resolutely not an anti-antibiotic doctor; I am a 
product of a generation that believes (albeit sometimes 
erroneously) that pills were invented for a reason. Pain-
killers, sedatives, anaesthesia, narcotics, antibiotics, you 
name it, I’ve prescribed it. 

The serendipitous discovery of penicillin won Sir Fle-
ming a Nobel Prize and what a life-changing discovery 
that was. Deaths from infective causes plummeted, surge-
ry became safe, tuberculosis and typhoid became curable. 
So much so that the great French physician Celine de-
plored “Diseases have lost their prestige- no more syphilis, 
no more clap, no more typhoid…. Antibiotics have taken 
half the tragedy out of medicine”. 

Hard to please, the French…
That being said, although they will cure many ills, an-

tibiotics will never take the tragedy out of your cold, so 
to speak. Here’s why: Colds are caused by viruses- rhino-
viruses to be specifi c- which invade the nose and upper 
airways and cause the classical symptoms of cough, sore 
throat and runny nose. Antibiotics work strictly against 
bacteria, not viruses. The biological structures of bacteria 
and viruses are completely different and antibiotics sim-
ply cannot eradicate a virus.

There is only one instance where antibiotics come into 
play. When hit by a particularly virulent cold, your upper 
airway defences are ridden with bugs, swollen and infl a-
med and they leave the respiratory tract momentarily 
unguarded and one can then contract a second infection 
on top of the cold, causing an unlucky double whammy of 
bronchitis and pneumonia. 

The symptoms of a true chest infection are drama-
tic- fevers, shakes, disgustingly green sputum, remarkable 
lethargy, the works really. This is the only time where an-
tibiotics are actually warranted.

There is absolutely no point in taking antibiotics if 
you don’t have a bacterial infection. Antibiotics are po-
tent drugs with powerful chemical activity, not some fl uffy 
just-in-case kind of pill that you stock up next to your Al-
ka-Seltzer. Seriously.

Antibiotics disrupt the natural bacteria in your body, 
causing gastrointestinal symptoms and encouraging 
fungal infections. They can also prolong the duration 
of viral infections.

There is also a more altruistic reason for not misusing 
antibiotics. Bacteria are clever, wily bugs, which when ex-
posed to small doses of antibiotics will mutate and acquire 
properties that make them resistant to those antibiotics. 
Abusing antibiotics gives rise to increasingly resistant spe-
cies of bacteria. Resistant bacteria such as golden staph 
are a serious health menace and are a sinister reminder 
not to be splashing antibiotics about like lollies.

As fl u season rears its ugly head once again, be smart 
about what pills you take. Antibiotics are not all-encom-
passing magic wands. I am a great believer in potions and 
pills but when it comes to colds, I have devout faith in 
chicken soup. Keep well.

Indian fi lms, experimentals and 
documentaries are oxymoronic as 
fabrications of tinsel town, but ne-
vertheless garnering the recognition 
and attention they rightly deserve. 
Exit Through the Gift Shop is one 
such documentary that made it to 
the list of nominees at the Academy 
Awards this year which merits I 
believe our eighty-seven minutes 
of undivided attention. The title in 
no way gives us an inkling of what 
to expect. But yes as a spoiler of a 
review, as all reviews do, the aim is 
to get an insight and give the viewer 
a little spec of the fun that they could 
be missing out on if they do not go 
and check this intriguing work, to 
say the least. 

Exit Through the Gift Shop is 
directed by the mysterious and ca-
mera-shy Banksy.  Some might be 
wondering why all the hype around 
this fi lm and just who is this Banksy 
person? The man himself remains a 
secret, leaving us with nothing but a 
conundrum, except for his exposed 
works. The streets of London lay 
claim to that and are looming with 
Banksy’s geist through his graf-
fi ti clad walls that have become his 
temporary canvases over the years. 
His politically charged pieces have 
grown to be easily identifi able in the 
city landscape and always attract a 
lot of speculation when it springs 
up the next morning on what was 
previously a barren wall. No one has 
ever seen the hooded artist Banksy 
(as stencillised on the walls and 
showed in the documentary), apart 
from his tight-knit group of collabo-
rators, and at times even they, seem 
dubious over his real identity. This 
documentary is I believe the fi rst of 
its kind, unveiling unknown terrains 
of the rather reclusive private world, 
as the vernacular goes, ‘graffi ti’ or 
as it has come to be civilly known, 
Street Art. And having a Banksy 
stamp on it, needless to say that it 
shatters all conformity. 

Let’s roll the camera back to the 
beginning... This documentary was 
supposed to be the endeavour of an 
amateur French fi lm maker by the 
name of Thierry Guetta, an eccen-
tric and kitsch of a character, who 
seemed to have walked out of the 
1860’s(in Banksy’s own words), 
wanting to make a fi lm about 
Street Art. Filming tapes after 
tapes and following 
all the major 
players in this fi eld, 
the only one mis-
sing to complete 
and round up the 
documentary was 
the biggest name of 
all; Banksy. Lady luck 

eventually strikes, and Thierry’s 
dream of meeting the street artist 
becomes a reality. Thierry acts as 
Banksy’s shadow for a while, ac-
companying him everywhere and 
capturing him live in action. They 
both become partners in crime 
with Thierry providing us the ever 
only footages that exists of the street 
artist. Banksy on the other hand was 
pretty unhappy with Thierry’s talent 
as a Film maker; therefore deciding 
to take the reign of this documen-
tary where he does a complete fl ip 
over by making it about Thierry ins-
tead. The person who was initially 
the subject became the fi lm maker 
and the fi lm maker the subject. In 
short the documentary no longer 
was about Banksy but indirectly 
affecting him through the story 
of the unknown Thierry and the 
street artist that he would become 
heavily relying on the notoriety and 
infl uence of Banksy.

Playing with 
our minds

Banksy’s directorial debut has 
created a sort of paranoia in the 
minds viewers especially those fa-
miliar with his work and sense of 
humour, not particularly appeased 
when the production company is 
named, ‘Paranoid Pictures’. His 
work can never be straight forward 
or can it... To the skeptics, which I 
completely ally myself with; this do-
cumentary appears to have all the 
ingredients of a mockumentary, 
thus being a faux with seemingly 
some of the mise en scene appea-
ring fi ctitious and exaggerated. 
Little hints are thrown here and 
there, if one chooses to lin-
ger on. As he 
does through 
his Street 
Art, Banksy 
could very 
well have 
been po-
king fun 
at all of us 
viewers 
for be-

lieving in Thierry and accepting his 
incredulous work as art. His own 
exhibition screamed satire, vanda-
lism was placed within four walls 
while harmoniously intertwining 
the subject of urban decadence 
and people fl ocked to see it, illegal 
or not, it did not matter. We could 
have on the other hand completely 
lost the plot here, in our excruciating 
analysis, but isn’t that what Banksy 
expects us to do? The documentary 
being about Thierry, we cannot stop 
but, talk about Banksy. The concept, 
the narrative could have been mas-
terly crafted and put together by the 
elusive Banksy, while he takes a jibe 
at us by playing with our minds! 

 The genius with the spray 
can took vandalism and made 
it a trendy art. Street Art is tur-
ning out to be the 21st century’s 
most signifi cant art movement. 
With his documentary, Banksy 
opened up a space for other un-
known arts which are equally 
worth mentioning; Guerrilla 
Knitting being an example, sub-
versive with their ideologies and 
pretty secretive, but nonetheless 
capturing attention and making 
their presence felt in the urban 
landscape. Banksy broadens our 
horizon with this fi lm making us 
aware and more sensitive to the 
environment around us and all it 
has to offer in terms of cultural 
hybridity. Exit Through the Gift 
Shop, the title still making no 
sense, but ‘doc or mock – umen-
tary’, everyone can take it as 
they please.

Tina DEENOO



IN December last, as is the 
usual case at the end of the year, 
various predictions the world over 
were made; natural disasters and 
political troubles here and there 
were predicted as these could be 
expected every year; but nobody 
predicted with precision the two 
following events:

 (i)the Arab world political 
turmoil,

 (ii)the Japanese earthquake-
tsunami disaster with radiation 
health risks.

The upheavals in the Arab 
world took almost everybody by 
surprise. Political analysts have of-
fered various versions of the “why” 
of such sudden uprisings but with 
no convincing arguments.

This remark of Phineas Tay-
lor Barnum, a U.S. showman, be-
comes pertinent here, namely, “You 
can fool some of the people all the 
time, and all of the people some of 
the time; but you can’t fool all of the 
people all the time.”

Maybe the Arab world is 

experiencing what the West wit-
nessed in the sixteenth century, 
namely, Liberalism, the Age of 
Reason with its attendant, Free-
dom. Arabs in such countries are 
in a period of ferment, the out-
come of which has yet to be seen.

What has befallen the Ja-
panese people is an orgy of de-
vastation of an unprecedented 
scale; it’s simply unimaginable. 
Given that Japan is one of the 
world’s commanding econo-
mies, the adverse repercussions 

would be felt far and wide, in-
cluding our little island.

Already, these two shocking 
events are affecting deeply 
world markets. According to the 
prestigious The Economist ma-
gazine, the “European Central 
Bank rate rise is a sign of the 
dilemma facing central banks; 
higher commodity prices push 
up the headline infl ation rate 
while representing a squeeze 
on demand”.

The series of blows hitting 

world markets will not leave us 
unscathed. When the big eco-
nomies sneeze, the little ones get 
pneumonia.

It’s painfully obvious  that soo-
ner or later, we, Mauritians, will 
have to face austerity measures, in 
spite of the present rhetoric to the 
contrary. Undoubtedly, these two 
events have triggered setbacks in the 
wake of signs alleviating the world 
fi nancial crisis.

Ahmad BABOO

ANOTHER war is shaking 
the world. The very moment the 
French fi ghters opened fi re on a 
Libyan military convoy in Bengha-
zi on Saturday, images from Libya 
have been invading us. At this point 
in time, no one can predict how and 
when this war – the third one of this 
century after Iraq and Afghanistan 
- will end.  It could last a few more 
days or could become a military 
quagmire. But is it reasonable?

One thing is for sure: establish-
ing the United Nation’s Security 
Council 1973 Resolution in order 
to “protect civilians” by “any means 
necessary”, including the enforce-
ment of a “no-fl y zone”, has proven 
to be in itself an act of war, which 
by defi nition is an organized violent 
confl ict involving societal disruption 
and high mortality.

And a war costs a lot in terms 
of lives, money, and above all an 
armed confl ict of such magnitude 
and complexity needs clear objec-
tives, constant coordination on the 
ways and means available among 
several armed forces to reach one 
common goal – which should be to 
protect civilians. Today these stra-
tegic elements are simply missing. 
There is much confusion and a 
sheer lack of leadership among the 
allies, the African Union and the 
Arab League over the interpreta-
tion of the UN mandate, the scope 
and goals of the “Operation Odys-

sey Dawn” (a strictly military name 
with no real meaning). Everyone 
seems to be pulling in different 
directions. The US, already busy 
handling two wars, made it clear: 
they are just one of many interna-
tional partners and do not intend to 
pursue the assault after a matter of 
days, not weeks. 

To compensate for the an-
nounced US withdrawal, France 
proposed that a new political steer-
ing committee outside of NATO 
(so as to include Arab militaries) be 
responsible for overseeing military 
operations. Germany and Russia, 
not involved so far, are against the 
French proposal.

Even though the allies are say-
ing that Colonel Muammar Gadd-
afi ’s air force “no longer exists” and 
that the allies can operate “with near 
impunity” over the skies, Gaddafi  
does not appear to capitulate. In-
stead he is calling for “the unifi ca-
tion of Arab armies to defeat the 
western invaders.” He survived past 
airstrikes in 1986 and is fully aware 
that the war will be fought on the 
ground, not in the air. 

No-drive zone
From Saturday to Wednesday, 

U.S. and allied forces launched 162 
Tomahawk missiles (one missile 
costs around US$3 million) and 
conducted more than 100 attacks 
with satellite-guided bombs. But 
airstrikes have not been able to halt 
attacks by pro-Gaddafi  troops. This 
implies that the UN “no-fl y zone” 
doesn’t mean much because Gadd-
afi  only had a few planes (and most 
of them were obsolete without any 
night vision capabilities) as opposed 
to the sophisticated US and Euro-
pean fi ghter jets. 

No doubt the air campaign by 
US and European militaries has re-
arranged the map in Libya. Many 

of the rebels or liberation fi ghters 
who were being crushed under a 
powerful advance by Gaddafi ’s 
heavily armed forces are chanting 
victory. But they are still vulnerable 
because they lack training, equip-
ment and leadership in compari-
son to the professional soldiers and 
mercenaries supporting Gaddafi .  
And now civilians are calling for “a 
no-drive” zone because it is Gadd-
afi ’s tanks and snipers that are “kill-
ing us.” The multiple pockets of 
revolt are being targeted.

Residents of Zintan, near 
the Tunisian border, who were 
fl eeing the town, described shell-
ing, gunfi re and houses on fi re. 
Hospitals almost everywhere are 
now full of injured and dead. For 
many of us, war remains an ab-
straction, something we see on 
TV, something easy to condemn 
but yet diffi cult to substitute. For 
people living in Benghazi and 
Tripoli, war has become the only 
way out, the only shield against a 
clear violation of human rights. 

For Gaddafi ’s supporters, it is a 
necessity to protect their home-
land and their guide. For the 
rebels, it is a war of liberation, the 
war of the weak people against 
the strong man. Blood is being 
shed for all these reasons.

Despite a sheer lack of re-
sources, and some serious budg-
etary issues from its major players, 
the UN had no choice but to push 
for a military intervention, espe-
cially after Gaddafi ’s promise to 
turn all of Libya into a charnel 
house. After what happened in 
Rwanda, the international com-
munity had a duty to prevent 
mass-killing while still possible. 
By opting to protect the weak, the 
international community is also 
changing the course of history, 
and cannot withdraw until there 
is a cease-fi re. Otherwise Libya 
might become another Somalia.

Over the centuries, the phe-
nomenon of the weak defeating 
the strong has proven to be ex-
ceptional, but still possible. In the 

18th Century, American rebels 
fought successfully the mighty 
British rule in thirteen colonies in 
order to break free. Much later, 
Vietnamese fi ghters drove France 
then the United States out of In-
dochina, and Mujahideen fi ght-
ers handed the Soviet Union its 
own Vietnam in Afghanistan. 
So military power in itself is a 
very imperfect predictor of war 
outcomes; for instance, Saddam 
Hussein stayed twelve years in 
power after he was severely de-
feated in 1991 (Desert Storm 
Operation). Gaddafi  could also 
survive and keep control over the 
strategic resources with some help 
from outside.

Divided international 
community

According to Carl von Clause-
witz, the famous military thinker, 
“superiority of numbers is the 
most common element of victory, 
but the best strategy is always to be 
very strong.” Today the rebels feel 
reenergized by the foreign assist-
ance, and they feel stronger than 
Gaddafi . But getting rid of Gaddafi  
should not be the end-goal!

The war in Libya is a test in 
many different ways. Over and 
above the demonstration of fi re 
power, can the international com-
munity come together or will it be 
further divided? Will other Gaddafi -
like dictators be held to the same 
standard? Will there be a military 
intervention in Yemen, Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia if the situation does 
not improve? 

So the fundamental question 
about the war should therefore 
be: are values and human rights 
stronger than competing national 
interests in the international arena? 
The Libyan war should shed some 
light on it, to some extent at least. 
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War in Libya : Interests versus Values: 

Which side is stronger? 

Two Mind-boggling Events

Emotions run high – anti-Gaddifi  demonstration in the streets of Benghazi.
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SOME 86% of Mauritians 
own their houses, a percentage, 
which Prof Joseph Stiglitz high-
lights as one of the “accomplish-
ments that may seem bewildering” 
to Europe and America.  Home 
ownership serves not only to in-
dicate economic progress but also 
the State’s endeavour to alleviate 
poverty.  Poverty is, for many, the 
persisting outcome of our model 
of economic development.  Ac-
cording to a study conducted last 
year by the Ministry of Social In-
tegration and Economic Empow-
erment, there are 225 pockets of 
poverty and some 7000 families 
living in absolute poverty.  In the 
past, various facilities provided 
by the State served only as fi re-
fi ghting measures.  Engaged in 
promoting social welfare, the 
State assisted those in need mostly 
through fi nancial aid.  Since 2006, 
with the establishment of the Na-
tional Empowerment Foundation 
(NEF), there has been a new and 
concerted approach to poverty al-

leviation.  The poverty alleviation 
programme has become a long-
term objective aiming to break into  
the self-perpetuating cycle of pov-
erty.  The starting point remains 
the provision of appropriate living 
conditions, namely a decent home 
for the less fortunate.

Poverty alleviation is carried 
out by fi ghting exclusion through 
economic empowerment.  The 
Ministry of Social Integration and 
Economic Empowerment has 
built sustainable integrated villages, 
namely at La Valette and more 
recently, at Sottise.  Housing, the 
schooling of children, training of 
adults for employability, with strong 
emphasis on environment-friendly 
behaviour and community living 
are all constituents of the social 
project.  “Over the years, there has 
been a harmonisation in the way as-
sistance is provided to the most vul-
nerable,” explains Mario Legrand, 
president of the Trust Fund for the 
Integration of Vulnerable Groups.  
“Instead of giving direct fi nancial 

help, the State now supports fami-
lies by promoting child and family 
welfare.  Providing adequate hous-
ing is the fi rst step,” he adds.

Right to live in a 
decent home

 Together with the help of 
NGOs, the functioning of Cor-
porate Social Responsibility as 
a reliable source for funding 
projects is helping signifi cantly 
in eradicating extreme poverty.  
Firms are actively carrying out 
their societal responsibility by 
establishing real partnerships 
for sustainable human and com-
munity development projects.  
The NEF is providing the rel-
evant coordination, since fi rms 
can spend their CSR fund on 
one or several projects of the 
NEF.  For Jacques d’Unien-
ville, Chief Executive Offi cer of 
Omnicane, “It is a fundamental 
human right for people living 

in extreme poverty to live in a 
decent home, allowing them to 
protect themselves, to have a fa-
mily and to live in dignity and 
decency, like any other human 
being.”  Omnicane Founda-
tion has collaborated with the 
Trust Fund for the Integration 
of Vulnerable Groups, contri-
buting Rs 4 million to provide 
27 families in in Rose Belle with 
adequate houses.

However, the incident repor-
ted last week, regarding the black 
marketeering of donated building 
materials highlights an important 
aspect of poverty alleviation.  The 
person who prefers to sell the do-
nated construction materials for 
a paltry sum undervalues the im-
portance of getting out of his/her 
actual situation.  Amedée Darga, 
ex-president of the NEF told 
L’express Weekly, “Being poor is 
an economic situation.  There is 
a need to make the poor change 
their own perception of their cur-
rent situation.  Despite the dire 

economic situation, they need to 
understand that they are humans 
who can work for a better future.”  
Such education about handling 
one’s life is being dispensed to all 
adults in Sottise and La Valette 
through the Life Skills Training 
programme.  The ultimate goal is 
for the person to get a grip on his/
her life and have sustainable goals 
to achieve.

In the past, helping the poor 
by increasing fi nancial aid surely 
rendered the political parties more 
popular.  However, it proved to be 
ineffi cient in alleviating poverty.  In 
the present context, all the benefi -
ciaries form part of a social frame-
work allowing them to experience 
another mode of social interaction.  
However, if providing a home is the 
fi rst concrete step, educating and 
developing an environment con-
ducive to making the poor more 
autonomous remains a challenge 
for the stakeholders.

Majhegy MURDEN

Social Housing

Catalyst 
in alleviating poverty

At Sottise, 19 families have 
signed a social contract to 
be part of the integrated 
village, where strong em-
phasis is laid on socioeco-
nomic development.B
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Incidents where villagers at Ste Croix protest against the 
meagre compensation of Rs. 135 after the fl oods while other 
poor families, who received help from the Trust Fund for the 
Integration of Vulnerable Groups preferred black marketee-
ring the donated building materials depict society’s need to 
treat poverty eradication as a process where the less fortu-
nate are made autonomous and responsible for their lives.
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At La Valette, community living goes hand in hand with ecological behaviour, as 
depicted by the solar heated system installed on every roof.
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Is your boss asking you to work overtime for no additional remuneration? Pena sime!
Is your creativity being stifl ed to accommodate administrative types? Pena sime! 

Are trees being chopped down to lay asphalt? Pena sime!
Are you trying to be change you hope to see in the world? Ena sime!  

Pena sime! – there’s no way!

New horizons through English

NR

ANOTHER stunned winner of the 
English Speaking Union’s Public Speaking 
Competition stepped out of the Curepipe 
Town Hall on Wednesday, surrounded by 
a frenzy of well wishers and jubilant class 
mates. The winner of this year’s fi nals is 
Shaun Dean Emmanuel Payen, from St 
Esprit College, which has won the compe-
tition over three consecutive years. Shaun 
impressed the judges with his speech 
entitled “Our changing lifestyle due to 
rapid technology,” linked to this year’s 
main theme “Lessons for the future.” The 
runner-up is Dooshweena Awatar, from 
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute, with her 
speech “If Man could be a cat.”

A new adventure awaits seventeen-year-
old Shaun, as he will be travelling to London 
to represent Mauritius at the International 
Public Speaking Competition (IPSC) in 
London, from 23rd to 27th May. The pu-
blic speaking competition is an annual event 
for the English Speaking Union (ESU) in 
Mauritius, and in some 40 countries around 
the world, who send a young man or young 
woman to London, for the experience of a 
life time, but also on a voyage of self-dis-
covery, which allows them to develop and 
realise their own potential.

This year, the Minister of Arts and 
Culture Mookeshwar Choonee was at 
the event to encourage the ESU’s en-
deavours. The local event, sponsored by 

HSBC (Mauritius) and HSBC Global 
Education Trust, is the main platform for 
ESU Mauritius to engage with secondary 
school students around the island and in 
Rodrigues. This year, a total of 89 partici-
pants from 64 schools, in both Mauritius 
and Rodrigues, took part in the compe-
tition – not always an easy venture for 16 
to 20 year olds, who learn through the 
competition to boost their confi dence, 
deal with stage fright and improve their 
public speaking skills. The local compe-
tition started on 27th January 2011. It 
comprises six regional heats, a semi-fi nal 
and a grand fi nal with the most outstan-
ding public speakers, from which the 
Mauritian representative is chosen. 

Words are not enough
In the competition in London, the 

IPSC usually brings together about 80 
participants from countries all across 
the world. This year, the participants will 
need to relate their speeches to the theme 
“Words are not enough.” The young par-
ticipants will receive training from experts, 
gain skills to enhance their communication 
techniques and have the opportunity to vi-
sit some of the most beautiful venues in 
London including Hampton Court Palace 
& Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. Over the 
past years, Mauritius has been performing 

quite well in the IPSC. In 2009, the Mau-
ritian representative, Sebastien Ng Kuet 
Leong was the winner of the international 
competition – the fi rst such victory for a 
Mauritian. Last year, the Mauritian win-
ner, Advik Goorah was amongst the six 
fi nalists at the IPSC. 

Over the years the competition has 
drawn increased interest from secon-

dary school students, and compared to 
55 participants in 2009, the 2010 ven-
ture attracted 102 young people. The 
aim of the competition is of course, to 
encourage communication in English 
and to show young people the many 
doors that this can open for them.

Melissa LOUIS

Mauritian participants in the recent public speaking competition held at Curepipe Town Hall.
Shaun Payen, this year's winner, is in the middle.


