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Editorial ]

The minister of Education is not a pedagogue, nor 
does he claim to be. His diagnosis of the educational 
situation as well as the remedy he prescribed to us 
this week may be full of good intentions. That does 

not, however, make them pedagogically sound. Giving a higher 
dose of pain killers to a patient whose disease you have not even 
diagnosed is at best short-sighted, at worse dangerous for the 
patient’s health. Giving him expectations of recovery through 
doping will have the adverse effect of preventing him from loo-
king elsewhere for a proper remedy.

But if the minister’s remedy is wrong, let’s also get rid of the myth 
being peddled by some pedagogues that his decision might kill elitism in 
this country and lower the standards. This is a non-debate. In our edu-
cational system, where same-ability grouping and ‘tell me with whom 
you’re learning and I’ll tell you what you’ve learned’ are the order of the 
day, high achievers will not be affected by the performance of pupils 
who do not have the same learning ability. We have moved on from 
the mixed ability debate. Trendy as they may be, mixed ability classes 
are a teacher’s nightmare and a poisoned chalice for the low-achievers. 

My worry is therefore those pupils who have just received a 
dose of ecstasy from the minister and are now surfi ng on a cloud 
of euphoria which we know will be short-lived. When they come 
round, two years from now, they will fi nd out that they are no better 
off than when they embarked on a course they are not cut out for 
or are not helped to cope with. 

Of course, no one is denying the merit of the minister’s intentions 
of encouraging our children to go further. However, anyone who has 
had even a cursory look at the SC and HSC curricula will be struck 
by the huge gap between the two. So, putting a low-achiever through 
the agony of coping with a much more demanding syllabus, without 
as much as diagnosing the reasons behind the low performance and 
how this can be remedied, amounts to little more than sending him to 
the gallows. Far from boosting his self-esteem, this experience can turn 
out to be traumatic, demotivating and even humiliating. 

The game of statistics which we have engaged in is skewed and 
unpedagogical. The number of HSC holders and graduates is only 
relevant if it is enhanced with quality. The aim of education is not to 
collect certifi cates but rather to acquire solid basic competencies, pro-
blem-solving skills and technological literacy to be able to navigate the 
knowledge-based society. These can be acquired through various adap-
ted pathways, not necessarily academic but which are relevant, interes-
ting and lead to employment opportunities. These pathways should not, 
of course, lock the students into one career direction but provide them 
with opportunities for future career choices.  

I have been praying that Mr. Bunwaree enters our history books 
as the one who abolished the CPE, introduced nine-year schooling, 
put an end to the lucrative business of private tuition in our prima-
ry schools and reached out to those who need his help by opening 
up real opportunities for them. It now looks as if I have to save my 
prayers for something more achievable. 
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Mauritian newspa-
per readers who 
take cognizance 
in the written 

press of what is happening 
on the world scene are rare. 
But from time to time, this 
minority becomes a majority. 
We witnessed this during the 
Olympics, the World Cup and 
the 9/11 event, the great tsu-
nami of 2004 etc.

But recently, events in Tu-
nisia, Egypt, Jordan and Yemen 
have gained the same status in 
local newspapers. Mauritians 
are surprised not only by the 
courageous stand of the people 
who have taken to the street, 
but also by the pilfering of the 
nations’ wealth by those who 
have been serving themselves 
above everything else.

This brings us to the local 
scene dominated largely this 
week by the purchase of a pri-
vate clinic,MedPoint,which be-
longed to the Jugnauth family, 
by the State.

On Saturday, the leader of 
the opposition made a statement 
to the effect that this clinic had 
been estimated at Rs 75 million 
by a government valuer and that 
a new valuation had subsequent-
ly been done at the request of the 
ministry of Health.

We have had no denial of 
this from the ministry of Health 
which bought the clinic for Rs 
144,7 million. A jackpot. The 
Jugnauth family got another 
jackpot some years ago when 
a court judgment condemned 
the state to pay Rs 150 million 
to the Sun Trust for breach of 
contract. No one appealed, for 
the Jugnauths were in power, 
despite the fact that the clause 
which enabled the Sun Trust to 
bring government to justice is 
considered by many law spe-
cialists as an abusive clause.

Suitcase full of 
foreign currency

Then in l’express dimanche, 
we learned that three different 
plots of land belonging to Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth have in the 
past been compulsorily bought 
by government for different de-
velopment projects. We are not 
aware of the price the govern-
ment paid for them.

How many ministers and 
Prime ministers have already 
helped themselves from the 
public coffers, or from private 
coffers?

It is a historical fact that Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth stated in 
Parliament that he built the Sun 

Trust from money he obtained 
from the private sector, and 
added that he took the money 
because there was no law which 
prevented him from taking it.

It is today clear that all the 
talk about corruption and pre-
vention of corruption is only  
eye-wash.A complete overhaul 
of our legislation on fraud and 
corruption as well as control 
over the huge funds some Mau-
ritians have in Swiss banks may 
be necessary to stamp it out.

In certain inner circles, it is 
common knowledge that many 
of our past and present minis-
ters have funds in Swiss banks. 
So no one was shocked when 
Hemant Bangaleea, a Labour 
Party agent, was arrested in 
Switzerland with a suitcase full 
of foreign currency.

It might be easier today to 
recover these funds as Swit-
zerland has changed its law. 
The legislation which came 
into effect at the beginning of 
this week, referred to as the 
“Duvalier Law” by the Foreign 
ministry of Switzerland, allows 
countries to obtain the restitu-
tion of a despot’s funds even 
without producing a domestic 
court conviction. 

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Week at a glance ]

Leaders, dealers 
and the “Duvalier law”

International Fashion 
Extravaganza 2011
Do not miss the International Fashion Extra-
vaganza 2011 from Friday 11th to Sunday 13th 
February at the J&J Auditorium in Phoenix. The 
event is being organised by the International 
Institute of Fashion and Technology Mauritius. 
Fashion shows will be held throughout the day and 
the popular Indian television network Zee TV, will 
cover the event. The shows will include the parti-
cipation of 12 top designers from India, as well as 
designers from Pakistan, the UK, Dubai, South 
Africa and Mauritius. There will also be 12 In-
dian top models, including Miss India 2010 and 
30 models from Mauritius. Tickets will be available 

from Rezo Otayo.

Fibre to Fashion 2011
Promising young designers will have the opportunity to 
show their talent through a competition entitled Origin 

Africa Fibre to Fashion 2011. The event will be 
held from 16th to 18th March and will include 
exhibitions, presentations, fashion shows and 

new projects. There will be two categories: graphic 
design and design, which in turn will be subdivided 
to include young professionals, and students. The 
competition will bring together participants from 
African countries including Cameroon, Egypt, 
Ghana, Malawi, Zambia, Nigeria, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Ethiopia. 

Those who would like to participate and represent 
Mauritius must contact Mexa or Enterprise Mau-
ritius on 212 9760. 

Hiking: discover the southwest
Pat Loisirs is organizing an outing in the south west of the country 
on Sunday 20th February. The trail will 
cover a distance of 12 kilometres, 
covering the area around Mare aux 
Vacoas, going through Forest Side 
Ligne Barrick, Madame Laurent and 
La Boue Blanc amongst others. The 
event is open to those aged over 
eight years old. Transport will 
be available at the following pick 
up points: Passerelle Terre Rouge 
at 7.00am, Victoria Bus station 
at 7.15am, Grand River North 
West at 7.25am, Plaza, Rose Hill 
at 7.45am, at the CWA in St Paul at 
8.10am and the Municipality of Curepipe at 8.30am. 
Participation fees are Rs.250 for adults and Rs.150 for children. Call Pat 
Loisirs on 764 7192 by Friday 18th February for reservations. 

Tribute to Bob Marley
Fans of Bob Marley will enjoy this concert 
held to pay tribute to the king of reggae, 

who passed away in 1981 at the age of 
36. The concert will take place at the 
open-air amphitheatre of Pointe Canon 
in Mahébourg, as from 8pm to end at 
dawn. Many artists will take part in the 
event including Small Axe, Jah Vibes, 
Benz Blakka, Lion Klash, Racine Kiltir 
and Real Mystika. 

Events ]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stephane BENOIT

The MedPoint clinic,whose value is alleged to have mysteriously increased from Rs 75 million to Rs 144  million. 
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IN his book Studies in the Political Eco-
nomy of Mauritius, historian M.D North-
Coombes states that racism was offi cially 
outlawed for the fi rst time as a product of the 
French Revolution in the 1790s. One of the 
fi rst acts of the Jacobins in Paris was the abo-
lishing of slavery, without compensation, in 
French colonies and overseas territories. The 
colonial assembly in Mauritius, consisting so-
lely of planters who happened to hold royalist 
sympathies, received news of this measure in 
1795 and kept it a secret for a year. In 1796, 
the French government sent two represen-
tatives, commissioners Baco and Burnel, to 
the island with 1200 troops to enforce the 
abolition and replace the colonial assembly. In 
the face of the intransigent colonial assembly, 
they were forced to leave and the troops were 
relocated. The reversal of the revolutionary 
edict by Napoleon saved the fortunes of the 
planters. The threat posed by French revo-
lutionary politics, local Jacobin clubs in Port 
Louis and an expanding sugar industry gave 
rise to the virulent racism that we come to 
associate with colonial domination. The view 
of racist ideology as a defensive to buttress 
property relations can also be seen in many 

subsequent periods in Mauritian history, es-
pecially where the existing political economy 
has been called into question, or its future has 
been uncertain.

India underwent a similar colonial ex-
perience. For as long as the British restricted 
themselves to trading outposts, racism as an 
ideology lay dormant. For example, historian 
William Dalrymple in his book White Mu-
ghals asserted that during the 18th and 19th 
centuries one in three British offi cials had ta-
ken an Indian wife and, in some cases, even 
the customs and religion. It was only when 
the British went on to conquer territory and 
fi ght local princes that racism as an ideology 
to justify conquest and protect British gains 
made its appearance. 

This isn’t the only issue that 
merits attention

Racism, thus, is not an automatic impulse 
that arises when people of different physical 
and cultural traits interact. Racism is a pro-
duct of slavery and class, not vice versa. Un-
derstanding the economic roots of slavery 
and racism also helps us understand the role 

racism plays in today’s Mauritius. 
Take the question of why slavery was 

abolished by the British. The prevailing 
perception is that the British put an end to 
slavery out of humanitarian concern and the 
efforts of saint-statesmen such as William 
Wilberforce. In actual fact, slavery stood 
as a barrier to capitalist development. Al-
though it initially was a source of investment 
for European capitalist development, very 
soon it became apparent that relying upon 
labour-intensive plantations actually hampe-
red the development of a modern capitalist 
agriculture. This is the economic reason for 
abolition. It was no coincidence that the calls 
for abolition became loudest when the sugar 
industry in the Caribbean was in decline in 
the latter half of the 19th century.  

This however, is at odds with the thesis 
of a ‘humanistic British imperialism’ that 
we have come to implicitly accept. William 
Wilberforce, credited with the abolitionist 
cause in England, was in fact a reactio-
nary politician: his critique of colonialism 
in India was that it wasn’t thoroughgoing 
enough in ‘civilizing the heathen’. He was 
also horrifi ed at the prospect of greater la-

bour rights for British workers but at the 
stroke of the historian’s pen he was trans-
formed into a champion of liberty. 

It would be more useful to use the holiday 
to question the reactionary interpretation of 
Mauritian history, and how it can facilitate 
our understanding of slavery, racism and 
capitalism. 

I A K
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Abolition of Slavery

Against a reactionary interpretation
The unveiling of the statue at Le Morne may show that we care about the abolition of slavery in Mauritius, 
but it certainly does not mean that we fully understand it. The opportunity should be used to highlight a 
few little-known facts about slavery, its corollary racism, and abolitionism. However, offi cial historiogra-
phy about that chapter in Mauritian history remains clouded in a moralistic narrative that offers very little 
when it comes to understanding the legacy of slavery for Mauritius today. 

AS an economist Joseph 
Stiglitz needs no introduction. 
He was a professor at Colombia 
University, an advisor to former 
president Bill Clinton and a for-
mer chief economist at the World 
Bank.  His books ‘Globalization 
and its discontents’ and ‘Making 
globalization work’ took aim at 
the excesses and blunders of glo-
balization. His latest book ‘Freefall: 
America, Free Markets, and the 
Sinking of the World Economy’ 
attempts to trace the origins of the 
current fi nancial crisis. 

It was, in fact, his experience at 
the World Bank (1997-2000) that 
crystallized his views. The poverty 
and decline in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) that the transition 
to capitalism in Russia led him to 
criticize the International Moneta-
ry Funds (IMF) approach. It was, 
however, the 1997 East Asian cri-
sis that fi nally made him part ways 
with the economic orthodoxy of 
international fi nancial institutions. 

The measures which were prescri-
bed by the IMF, in Thailand for 
example, such as liberalizing its 
fi nancial and capital markets led 
to a real estate bubble that burst 
leading to the Asian fi nancial crisis 
in 1997, a precursor to the present 
fi nancial crisis.  

Despite the failure of these 
policies, the IMF’s advice to 

other countries did not change. 
Similar crises, for much the same 
reasons, provoked economic mel-
tdowns in Argentina and Russia 
in the latter years of the nineties. 
This led Stiglitz to write in the 
‘New Republic’ in April 2000: 
“They [critics of the IMF] will 
say the IMF’s economic ‘reme-
dies’ often make things worse 
– turning slowdowns into reces-
sions and recessions into depres-
sions. And they’ll have a point.”

A trenchant critic of austerity 
as a response to crisis, Stiglitz’s 
argument is a simple one: private 
sector profl igacy cannot be the 
cause of public sector cuts. De-
clining investments in technology, 
education and infrastructure will 
make an economy less competi-
tive. Higher unemployment and 
less investment in social services 
mean lower aggregate demand 
and lower tax revenues, prolon-
ging a crisis. The danger is, Stiglitz 
notes, that long-term austerity 

and unemployment lead to a de-
teriorating competitive position, 
depreciation of human capital 
and infrastructure, a worsening 
balance sheet, increasing social 
tensions leading to a cutback in 
consumption and investment wor-
sening the downward spiral. It is 
unfair, he maintains, for average 
consumers, whose incomes did 
not rise in the last dozen years and 
who did not share in the fake pros-
perity, to be made to pay through 
austerity. This, Stiglitz notes, is 
the problem with the advocacy of 
austerity in Europe and the Uni-
ted States today and the solutions 
that free market zealots advocate 
in the present fi nancial crisis. 

Sounds familiar? Look out for 
his lecture as this is most probably 
what he will be criticizing when 
he touches down on our shores, 
sticking to the more Keynesian 
approach he favours. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Joseph Stiglitz 

Keynesian on the crisis
Nobel Prize winning 
economist Joseph 
Stiglitz will address 
a conference orga-
nized by Landmark 
management on the 
9th of February 2011 
at the Swami Viveka-
nanda auditorium at 
Pailles. The theme of 
his talk will be on the 
post-fi nancial crisis 
economic situation. 

An ardent opponent of neoliberal 
economics, Jospeh Stiglitz will be 
in Mauritius to promote a more 
Keynesian approach to dealing with 
the crisis.
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Despite much hype, 
an Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission is still 
a long way away. 
This is an affront to 
democracy. 

Human rights

Making the long   
It was hardly a propitious 

start to the day. Last 
week, Harish Boyjoo, 45, 
phoned Finlay Salesse 

during his radio show, En-
quête en Direct, alleging that 
the police had turned up at 
his doorstep unannounced 
in the early hours of Friday 
morning to arrest him for 
an unpaid fi ne. To say that 
they went about their task 
heavy-handedly would be an 
understatement. He accused 
the policemen of threatening 
to knock his door down be-
fore transporting him to the 
police station of the locality 
where they apparently sub-
mitted him to treatment that 
can politely be described as 
undignifi ed. The victim affi r-
med on the radio that he had 
already paid the fi ne. Yet, ir-
respective of whether or not 
he had settled the contraven-
tion, law-abiding citizens are 
entitled to expect being trea-
ted with a little more courtesy 
by police offi cers. So what 
recourse do they have when 
the long arm of the law slaps 
them unfairly?

One course of action, of 
course, is to engage in a pri-
vate prosecution. “He could 
sue them for unlawful arrest, 
damages and prejudice, etc.,” 
says Jean-Claude Bibi, a bar-
rister with a long experience 
in dealing with police excesses. 
That’s one option. Another is 
the Complaints Investigation 
Bureau (CIB). Yet, this agency 
has proven to be so ineffective 
as to be practically obsolete. 
Critics point to the fact that the 
CIB is staffed by police offi c-
ers, which hardly makes it likely 
to conduct investigations in an 
impartial manner. Cases often 
drag on for several years before 
being unceremoniously buried. 
And the absence of a competent 
watchdog creates a “sentiment 
of impunity,” he remarks. 

Even the authorities rec-
ognize that this is a problem, 
which is why there has long 
been talk of setting up an in-
dependent body to deal with 
complaints against the police. 
As things stand, however, the 
prospect of an Independent 
Police Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) seems as distant as ever. 
The chairman of the National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC), Dhiraj Seetulsingh, 

under which the IPCC would, 
in principle, fall hopes that a bill 
will be introduced in Parliament 
in the coming months. Given 
that even the NHRC, which al-
so deals with complaints against 
the police, as well as cases of sex 
discrimination, has been with-
out a board for over a year (the 
terms of its last members were 
never renewed), is further proof 
of the lack of interest around 
the issue.    

The fact that the bill doesn’t 
even seem to have a name yet 
shows that the creation of an 
IPCC is not high on the gov-
ernment’s list of priorities. Or 
maybe it’s just too much of a 
headache for the authorities. In 
July 2008, for instance, l’express 
reported that a bill was in fact 
ready but hadn’t been intro-
duced in Parliament for two 
main reasons: fi rstly, government 
couldn’t decide on whether the 
IPCC should have the power to 
arrest culprits. Secondly, who 
would be charged with dealing 
with police offi cers who commit 
wrongdoings while off-duty? 
“These questions will have to be 
resolved so that this commission, 
which has been in the pipeline 
for a long time, becomes a real-
ity,” the article concluded. 

And passing the relevant 
legislation will be by far the 
easiest part of the equation. As 
Jean-Claude Bibi explains, the 
setting up of an IPCC worthy 
of the name will require a sub-
stantial investment. He cites the 
case of South Africa, a country 
which has put its money where 
its mouth is in terms of acting 
an impartial complaints body. 
Authorities there have recruited 
lawyers and sociologists, rather 
than police offi cers, to proc-
ess complaints. When quizzed 
on who will staff the Mauritian 
IPCC (in the event that one does 
eventually see the light of day), 
Dhiraj Seetulsingh is somewhat 
hesitant. “They’ll probably have 
to be recruited from abroad,” 
he states. In the current era of 
austerity, such an investment 
certainly won’t be popular. It’s 
also safe to say that employing 
foreigners to investigate com-
plaints against police offi cers 
won’t go down a treat in certain 
circles either. 

None of this bodes well for 
the protection of our human 
rights. The prevailing climate 
of insecurity means that an in-

Fall guy 

Tirat Moossun must be wondering, “Why me?”. 
Earlier this week, he copped a six-month pri-
son sentence for using his infl uence to secure 
a market stall for a family member. And, al-

though it comes as a welcome surprise to see the wrong-
ful deeds of public offi cials being punished, the former 
lord mayor of the capital’s crime seems rather inconse-
quential when compared to several other recent scan-
dals that, for some reason, were swept under the carpet. 
One explanation why the more high profi le cases of cor-
ruption are almost invariably dismissed is the fact that 
the burden of proof rests with the agency charged with 
investigating these particular wrongdoings, namely the 
ICAC, rather than those accused of dabbling in less-
than-kosher activities. 

It goes without saying that this structural limitation 
makes it rather diffi cult for the ICAC to obtain indict-
ments, a state of affairs that happens to be of some 
convenience for many in the political establishment. 
In fact, it could be argued that the ICAC’s continued 
existence is testament to its ineffi cacy. Everyone re-
members how the ECO was shamelessly dissolved by 
the MMM/MSM government in 2002 after it had taken 
too close an interest in two high ranking offi cials. Had 
the ICAC gone about its business with equal zeal, it pro-
bably wouldn’t be here today. But, as things stand, it 
doesn’t pose as much of a threat to the high and mighty 
as its defunct predecessor famously did. 

Anyone tempted to see this as the fruit of omission 
rather than, say, a cynical ploy should think again. The 
ICAC’s inadequacies could be addressed with a few 
strokes of a pen. Its namesake in Hong Kong, for ins-
tance, enjoys considerably more leeway in its operations. 
In general, the onus is on whomever the ICAC points its 
fi nger at to prove the accusations wrong rather than vice-
versa. Obviously, this throws up a host of human rights 
issues, but safeguards ensure that it doesn’t abuse its 
powers. In Mauritius however, the ICAC relies heavily on 
witnesses to build its cases, a system that, in the current 
climate of fear, hardly helps the anti-corruption agency. 
Yet, given how politicised everything is, do we really want 
to confer such powers on the commission? 

Over and above the foibles of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, we have to question our culture. Corrup-
tion is part of human nature and, as such, exists all over 
the world. The real trouble arises when it becomes sys-
temic and atrophies every single function of the State. 
We’ve nearly reached this stage in Mauritius. As a re-
sult, we’ve got some serious soul-searching to do. How 
did we get here? Who is profi ting from this gangrened 
system? Can the situation be turned around? A near im-
potent ICAC offers only a partial answer to these ques-
tions. The bigger picture dictates that it’s our culture 
itself that needs to be revisited. Sadly, we’ve never really 
wanted nor tried to combat corruption. 

In the unlikely event that we do suddenly decide to 
go on a crusade against graft, then we’ll have to take 
down some hotshots. It’s all very well and good to pu-
nish a former lord mayor for having obtained a market 
stall for a family member, but everybody knows that his 
offence is small beer compared to what goes on every 
single day in the capital and elsewhere. That makes Ti-
rat Moossum something of a fall guy. At the end of the 
day though, we’re all taking the fall for the corruption 
that’s raging around us.    

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 



creasing number of citizens are 
prepared to forego some of their 
fundamental rights in exchange 
for an improvement in the situ-
ation of law and order in Mau-
ritius (the “debate” around the 
possibility of reintroducing the 
death penalty bears testament to 
this worrying fact). Yet, having 
a police force that protects and 
serves the population shouldn’t 
preclude it from having to be 
accountable. Quite the contrary. 
For if police offi cers don’t re-
spect the law then how are we 
to expect the man on the street 
to do so?

This is not to say that the 
case of Harish Boyjoo is the 
norm. Almost everyone knows 
somebody who has had an arrest 
warrant issued against them for 
some peccadillo, such as an un-
paid fi ne. Yet, few of them have 
been submitted to the sort of un-
pleasant experience infl icted on 
this inhabitant of Moka. As this 
shows, police offi cers often act 

at their discretion when enforc-
ing warrants. Some of them are 
even thoughtful enough to give 
the subjects of warrants advance 
warning by phone. Others sim-
ply explain the situation to the 
offi cers present and come to an 
agreement to pay the fi ne with-
out delay.

And as Dhiraj Seetulsingh 
notes, the police simply executes 
the orders of the courts. It’s not 
its role to question whether or 
not they are right or wrong al-
though they could be more 
“polite” when going about their 
job. “The NHRC has suggested 
several times that arrest war-
rants should not be issued for 
the non-payment of a fi ne or 
non-appearance in court. People 
should be given a second chance 
to settle these,” he affi rms. Still, 
the growing list of police offi c-
ers engaged in illegal activities 
means that citizens should have 
a far more immediate way of de-
nouncing wrongful acts. 

As she explains in Under-
standing Policing, her excel-
lent book on the human rights 
aspects of law enforcement, 
Anekke Osse, posits that these 
discretionary powers are vital 
to police work, “Individual po-
lice offi cers typically have wide 
discretion in using police pow-
ers: when and how much force 
to use, when to arrest, whom 
to search and whom not to, etc. 
This discretion at the individual 
level and operational independ-
ence at institutional level are fun-
damental preconditions for fair 
and effective policing. In order 
to balance these powers, and 
prevent their abuse, it is essen-
tial for police to be accountable 
to law, the State and its citizens.”  

She goes on to explain the 
concept of accountability and its 
importance. “A simple defi nition 
of accountability is ‘having to ex-
plain one’s actions or conduct’. 
Accountability is closely related 
to concepts like responsibility 

and liability as it means relating 
an act to a person or an institu-
tion. Moreover, accountability 
implies a requirement to remedy 
misconduct. Effective account-
ability requires the availability of 
effective complaints and redress 
procedures to members of the 
public who have been victimized 
by police abuse or negligence”. 

As things stand, the Mauri-
tian public has no such option. 
The Complaints Investigation 
Board is little more than a fi g-
leaf and the NHRC is gradually 
atrophying. Rather than be the 
enemy of the police, a fair and 
objective IPCC would in fact 
help the force improve the way 
it functions. More importantly 
though, it’s rather disquieting 
to have a police force that is ac-
countable only to itself.  Gov-
ernment should think long and 
hard about the implications of 
this situation. 

Nicholas RAINER
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“The Com-
plaints In-
vestigation 

Board is little 
more than a 
fi g-leaf and 
the NHRC 
is gradually 

atrophying. ”
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Fresh out of the academy: time for some accountability



“The connection with Africa is an advantage 
historically and culturally”

IInterviewnterview
With Matthew Nimetz

Chief Operational Offi cer of General Atlantic

■ Mr. Nimetz, you have, in the past, 
occupied important US government 
positions. What is the context of your 
visit to Mauritius?

Well, we have a Mauritian company, 
General Atlantic, that we established here 
in 2001 and my colleagues come periodi-
cally to board meetings and to meet with 
the people involved here. 

■ You presumably also have other 
companies all over the world…

Yes, we are U.S-based but we have 
offi ces in Europe, London, Mumbai and 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Sao Paolo as well 
as the U.S. We make investments around 
the world. 

■ What do you invest in? 
We make investments in what we call 

growth equity investment, that is, com-
panies that are growing rapidly but need 
additional capital. We usually make a mi-
nority investment - that is, we invest, and 
we buy 20% or 3 % of the company and 
work with entrepreneurs and managers to 
help build their companies. 

■ And what is the outlook for Gene-
ral Atlantic? 

I should preface by saying that we 
have been in existence for 30 years and 
have made successful investments during 
this period. We weathered the fi nancial 
crisis very well and most of our compa-

nies maintained their growth. We think 
the next decade will be a very good one 
for investment, especially in the emerging 
world. We invest between a billion and a 
half to two billion dollars a year and about 
half of that outside the United States. We 
are reasonably optimistic about the in-
vestment scene but of course there are a 
lot of questions that we have to keep in 
mind. 

■ Do you focus on specifi c compa-
nies and industries? 

Yes. We focus on certain countries and 
industries. In terms of the countries, the 
United States, obviously, some countries 
in Western Europe, Germany in parti-

cular and then India, China and Brazil. 
We invest in other countries but those 
are the main ones. In terms of sectors, we 
have outsourcing, IT related companies, 
consumer companies in the emerging 
world and healthcare companies. 

■ Why those countries? 
Well, we look for areas that are stable 

and have a high growth potential and 
that permit foreign investment. So, those 
countries, we fi nd, have long-term growth 
potential and sectors that are of interest 
to us. 

■ Does China have more growth po-
tential than India?
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Matthew Nimetz of the investment fi rm 
General Atlantic was recently in 
Mauritius to address the ABAX Forum. 
The forum serves as a point of contact 
between the Mauritian private sector and 
international investment companies wil-
ling to use Mauritius as a gateway to in-
vesting in Africa, China, India and other 
Asian countries in areas as diverse as 
IT, telecoms, infrastructure, mining, 
media and entertainment and 
real estate. He spoke to 
L'express Weekly about 
the global and Mau-
ritian investment 
climate.

[ I N T E R V I E W ]
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There is much debate about this. 
We don’t worry about the comparative 
aspect.

■ Isn’t that necessary to fi nd out how 
much to invest in each country?

We are not investing in the country 
as a whole, only in the specifi c company 
or sector. For example in China, recently, 
we invested in an automobile dealership 
company because in China, people now 
have a higher standard of living, a higher 
income and are therefore buying their 
fi rst cars. In India, we invested in energy 
companies - hydro electric companies - 
because the country has a tremendous 
need for energy. 

■ What about Mauritius? What do 
you invest in?

We have a company in Mauritius but 
that company is a conduit to other com-
panies. We haven’t invested in the Mauri-
tian economy as such yet. 

■ When you do decide to invest here, 
what kind of sectors would you be in-
terested in? 

Well…we were looking at companies 
in the service sector with a high growth 
potential. 

■ You mean like fi nancial services? 
Yes, in those fi elds. Usually however 

our attention is focused on economies 
and countries that are bigger. We already 
have a company in Mauritius, but it’s a 
company that invests in other companies. 

■ So there is no investment in Mau-
ritian companies? 

Not exactly..no. We started off in the 
US, then moved to Europe then to India 
and China. These are the big economies. 

■ Are we too small for you? 
At some point, we’ll look at other 

countries. 

■ What about Africa? 
We haven’t invested in Africa so far.

Is it not a big enough market?
It’s a matter of our size and the possi-

bility of what we can do at any one time. 

■ Your size? You mean you’re too 
small to invest everywhere?

Yes…exactly. We have 180 employees 
and invest a billion and half dollars a year 
but we can’t be everywhere so we have to 
think carefully before we invest.

■ In your opinion, which sectors of 
the Mauritian economy are likely to 
attract a lot of investment?

I think that Mauritius as a hub for fi -
nancial and other services for Africa is a 
very good place for investment. 

■ Financial services...again? Why 
are you so convinced of that?

Because for fi nancial services, the 
geography doesn’t have to be big. You 
can have a bank here that does business 
in Africa, India and in maybe Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and South East Asia, and it’s 

all done electronically. So, proximity 
isn’t important. If you look at some of 
the people who have done fi nancial ser-
vices, they can come out of a very small 
area. Take Hong Kong Shanghai Bank 
and then Hong Kong, small geography. 
But then Hong Kong Shanghai bank be-
comes one of the fi nancial giants. Now, if 
I’m looking to sell automobiles  in Mau-
ritius for instance, the market is very 
small. It is also too small for agriculture.  
Financial services are a good option be-
cause, in spite of your size, you have a lot 
of good intelligent fi nance people and we 
enjoy working with them. They are com-
petent and always accessible. And you 
have a very good, stable government.

■ Are our fi nance people so much 
more competent than those in say 
India or China? 

Well, China has other things but you 
know historically they came out of the 
Cultural Revolution,  and the educatio-
nal system and professional system has 
been impacted by that. I served on the 
U.S government for a while, when I see 
Mauritius for instance, you have just over 
a million people and you have three or 
four sectors which you have developed 
very well, tourism, agriculture and out-
sourcing. The people are bilingual and 
you have all these professional compe-
tences, a good educational system and a 
good university. As Africa is developing 
you need hubs.

■ What kind of hubs?
Educational hubs for example. 

■ Would you invest in an educational 
hub here , hypothetically speaking of 
course. 

Yes, we would look at those compa-
nies. They might have some problems but 
I think this connection with Africa is an 
advantage for Mauritius, historically and 
culturally. And the geographic proximity 
is very important. You need a good trans-
portation system, treaties and so on, so 
people feel that Mauritius is a place where 
you could do business with Africa. 

■ What kind of things may infl uence 
you to invest? 

A large scale company that has inter-
national or regional business prospects. 

■ What is the perception of the Mau-
ritian market from the outside ? 

Well, you know it’s a good place to do 
business; it has good treaty relations with 
China, India and other countries. It’s ef-
fi cient on the corporate and taxation side. 

■ When you talk about treaties, what 
about India’s Direct Tax Code which 
is due for implementation in April. 
Is that likely to affect your strategy? 

As I mentioned earlier, the regulatory 
system and tax system throughout the 
world is going through a lot of changes 
so we’ll have to keep an eye out for that. 

■ Is that a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’? 
(Laughs) Everything is comparative. 

We just need to study laws, regulations 

and alternatives. 

■ When this code is implemented, is 
it going to play in Mauritius’ favour 
or not? 

As I said we are studying this with our 
advisors. 

■ What are your advisors telling 
you? 

I have no idea on that. We try, at every 
stage, to look at the structures that make 
sense and all the different aspects of the 
question.  

■ I could not attend the seminar you 
gave. What did I miss? 

We discussed the outlook for investing 
in general. We attempted to forecast and 
adapt for the next ten years, for instance, 
if globalism is challenged by protectionist 
tendencies. We also talked about the fi -
nancial crisis, unemployment in the U.S 
and issues with China. Every country 
is trying to take advantage and it’s very 
easy for political leaders to say we don’t 
like free trade and investment and it’s a 
spiral; there’ll be a cutback here and a 
cutback there and the global system re-
quires openness. If we can keep the global 
system going, and not have another re-
cession, which I think we won’t, we’ll do 
fi ne, though Europe is still a bit of a mess. 

■ What about America?  Has it come 
out of the recession? 

Well, unemployment is bad but I think 
it’s more structural unemployment: we 
don’t have so many manufacturing jobs, 
we don’t have an economy that can hire 
a lot of people, so we have a higher level 
of permanent unemployment than we 
did. However, I think that the next seven 
years will be good years for investments. 
Some of the developing countries have 
come out of this much better. The Euro-
peans don’t have a structure to deal with 
it. They have one currency but not one 
government. 

■ Some economists are saying that 
the euro might disappear. 

I hope not. That would cause a cri-
sis and the whole thing would collapse. 
Think about going back to benchmarks. 
How do you go back to that when you 
already have so many things in euros? It 
would be a big mess. It would set them 
back, but they’re smart and they have lea-
dership. They’ll fi gure this out. 

■ One last question - Professor 
Stiglitz is coming to Mauritius this 
Sunday; do you share his views on 
the economy? 

He’s been very critical of Obama. A 
lot of what he says makes sense but some 
of it is not possible to implement in our 
country. 

■ You mean he’s a dreamer? 
I’ve been in government, and in there 

you can fi gure out what CAN actually get 
done. 

Touria PRAYAG

“In spite of your 
size, you have a 
lot of good in-

telligent fi nance 
people and we 
enjoy working 
with them.”
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Each year, an 
average of 16 500 
students sit for their 
School Certifi cate 
(SC). About 25% 
of them fi nd them-
selves on the job 
market with poor 
academic results, 
no professional 
training or qualifi -
cations.  

In present day Mauritius, 
where human resources are the 
most valuable assets for economic 
development, education is called 
upon to meet social demands and 
economic exigencies.  Within such 
a context, Vasant Bunwaree’s de-
cision to bring down the number 
of credits required to accede to 
Higher School Certifi cate (HSC) 
from four to three has been cri-
ticized by many. The immediate 
impact is the reduction of post-SC 
unemployment.  However, in two 
years’ time, some 10,000 under-
achieving young adults will become 
HSC holders impacting simul-
taneously on the unemployment 
rate.  “There is no valid reason for 
such a decision.  It is only for politi-
cal popularity,” says Narendranath 
Gopee, president of the Govern-
ment Secondary School Teachers’ 
Union (GSSTU).  The claim held 
by  Narendranath Gopee seems to 
be the general feeling among the 
main stakeholders of the educa-
tion sector, apart from the parents.  
As it currently stands, students 
who have only three credits will be 
compelled to study a new subject, 
having a choice among “Divinity/
Hinduism/Islamic Studies/Socio-
logy/Travel & Tourism.”  This calls 
for some instant queries: aren’t 
HSC exams supposed to channel 
the young adult towards choosing 
his/her training path, according to 
his/her interests?  Does a single 

academic pathway apply to all?  
SC is considered as the foun-

dation for preparing one’s Higher 
School Certifi cate.  If a student 
has shown his inability to grasp 
the basic concepts, what will the 
quality of the HSC results be?  For 
Soondress Sawmynaden, secre-
tary of the Union of Rectors and 
Deputy Rectors of State Secon-
dary Schools, “The problem will 
resurface in another two years, 
after the students have completed 
their HSC.”  The minister advo-
cated the need to make access to 
higher education more fl exible.  If 
providing greater access is the so-
lution, does the minister intend to 
complement the measure by set-
ting up special classes for the small 
cohort, so that it does not result 
in an unbridgeable gap in mixed-
abilities classes?  “The students 
who have been unable to secure 
the minimum fi ve credits, even 
after a second attempt depicts the 
need for greater attention paid to 
their learning abilities to help them 
better their results,” comments Na-
rendranath Gopee.  According to 
him, the student will eventually be 
marginalised in the larger cohort, 
resulting in frustration and a fall 
in the students’ motivation level.  
The frustration will also burden 
the parents when their children 
fi nd themselves on the job market 
unable to meet the required skills 
needed in the jobs they apply for. 

Over the last years, Mauritius’s 
conversion from a product to a 
knowledge and service-based eco-
nomy has accentuated the pressing 
need for us to revamp the educa-
tion system to produce skilled 
workers and professionals, so as 
to keep pace with labour market 
requirements.  According to the 
2010 Country Progress Report 
published by the United Nations, 
the literacy rate in Mauritius is 
85% among those above 12 years 
old.  It is a fact that the vast majo-
rity are able to make the most of 
the existing education system.  The 
real challenge is catering for those 
who are unable to meet the set 
standards.  According to Deepak 
Tulsidas, president of the Human 
Resource Development Council 
(HRDC), “The current mismatch 
in the labour market is because our 
education system is academically-
driven rather than industry-driven.  
Personally, I would like to work for 
the introduction of technical trai-
ning in our education system in 
parallel to the existing academic 
training.”

Labour market 
mismatch

A single system with standard 
requirements does not and cannot 
be expected to meet the aspira-
tions of learners with diverging 
learning abilities while being far 

from rendering  Mauritian labour 
competitive on the global scale, if 
such a trend is perpetuated.  On 
the other hand, Mauritius is aspi-
ring to become a knowledge hub.  
Vikash Ramdonee, secretary of the 
GSSTU challenges government’s 
commitment towards the national 
policy.  “Is this decision a step to-
wards becoming a knowledge hub?  
The minister is forcefully keeping 
these children in an environment 
where they are unable to develop 
their potential.”  Therefore, diffe-
rent paradigms should be confi -
gured to cater for such existing 
disparities, thus optimising the 
future use of human resources.  
In the meantime, the president of 
the HRDC advocates for an eva-
luation of the 2000 students after 
two years to see whether we can 
make the new requirements per-
manent.  This decision, according 
to Soondress Sawmynaden, “once 
again characterises an education 
system that encourages only aca-
demic achievement, undermining 
the need for vocational training.  
This remains a major shortcoming 
in the system.”  He further argues 
that such forceful retention of un-
der-performing students within 
the same academic structures will 
prevent a considerable number of 
students from choosing vocational 
training, resulting in a lack in man-
power at the operation level in the 
coming years.

Education 

Addressing the country's needs

Students watch attentively as 
their instructor demonstrates 
spray-painting techniques.
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With the boost in the 
construction, ICT, BPO and 
tourism sectors, “There is an in-
creasing demand for technical 
training skills.  For instance, an ar-
chitect can draw the best plan but 
without trained technicians at the 
operation level, the plan cannot be 
transformed into the tangible buil-
ding,” explains Roland Dubois, 
director of the Mauritius Institute 
of Training and Development 
(MITD).  On the launching of the 
OTAM/NEF BPO Starter Pro-
gram, in June 2010, Rajesh Jeetah, 
Minister of Tertiary Education, 
Science, Research & Technology 
commented on the considerable 
growth of the ICT sector where 
employment has increased from 
7,410 in 2005 to reach 11,250 in 
2009.  However, “The challenge 
lies in producing the human capi-
tal, that is, the required number of 
quality knowledge workers to feed 
the growth of the ICT industry,” 
he pointed out.

Since November 2009, the ex-
IVTB and part of the Technical 
School Management Trust Fund 
have fused into the MITD to better 
respond to technical and vocatio-
nal training.  The institution offers 
courses for youngsters right after 
Form III, with 26 programmes 
from ten vocational fi elds ranging 
from Engineering, Hospitality, 
Tourism & Leisure, ICT to Textile, 
Jewellery, Business Administration, 
Transport, Wood Technology and 
Hairdressing and Beauty Care 
Therapy.  As for SC holders, they 
get to choose from 16 programmes 

leading to the National Certifi cate 
Level 4 and National Certifi cate 
Level 5, in three distinct vocational 
fi elds, namely ICT, Hospitality and 
Tourism and Engineering.

Tailor-made skills 

“Vocational training seeks to 
develop the individual’s compe-
tency, promoting personal deve-
lopment which in turn helps the 
person to contribute to his/her 
workplace and eventually  to the 
nation, increasing the individual’s 
employability, according to his/
her interests,” says Roland Du-
bois.  The increase in demand for 
such tailor-made skills tallies with 
the increase in demand for such 
courses.  According to Atma Mun-
nohur, Manager at Sir Rampersad 
Neerunjun Training Complex, 
under the MITD and situated at 
Ebene, “All the classes, whether 
on full-time, part-time and ap-
prenticeship basis have a 100% 
enrolment rate.”  Roland Dubois 
explains this demand by relating it 
to the rapid access to employment 
by the students after the comple-
tion of their course. “Through the 
yearly feedback study conducted 
by the MITD, it has been obser-
ved that 76% of our students are 
employed within six months, while 
24% continue with their studies,” 
he says.  Nevertheless, even tech-
nical training needs innovation.  
Deepak Tulsidas agrees that a 
person should be trained not only 
with practical knowledge but also 

with management skills.  As such, 
a plumber may be expected to start 
up and manage a business on his 
own.  Jessica Veneeteethan, aged 
26 years completed her School 
Certifi cate in 2005 without suffi -
cient credits to pursue her studies 
at HCC level.  “I decided to take 
a vocational course in Front Of-
fi ce Management in the Hospita-
lity and Tourism sector.  I did my 
NTC Level 3 within a year, inclu-
ding the work placement.  I was 
immediately employed as a Front 
Offi ce offi cer and within the span 
of 5 years, I have gradually climbed 
the organisational hierarchy.  I’m 
presently employed as Guest Re-
lations Supervisor at Beau Rivage 
Hotel.  I do not regret my choice 
of career pathway and I have never 
experienced unemployment.”

What we need is to create 
learning opportunities for all by 
acknowledging and respecting 
the different potentials of our 
children and to cater for them 
accordingly.  This will not only 
solve the lack of skilled resource 
persons but will also help curb 
the rate of juvenile delinquency 
and the resulting social ills from 
social and economic marginali-
sation.  Vasant Bunwaree’s myo-
pic vision further jeopardises 
the already gangrened educa-
tion system.  The true meaning 
of education should be to culti-
vate creative intelligence, foste-
ring high calibre and productive 
manpower in all sectors.

Majhegy MURDEN
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Live 
and let live 

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

Say you’re a Muslim. Would you let your child 
take Hinduism as a subject at school? 
Obviously you will do as you please; it’s your 
child after all. I’m not a parent nor a teacher 

so I wouldn’t even dream of telling you what to do. But 
I can tell you about my experience at school. I took 
Hinduism as a principal subject at HSC. No big deal, 
you’d think knowing my name and making assump-
tions about my family’s cultural background. True.

I also took Islamic studies as a subsidiary subject, 
encouraged (well, maybe even a little bit forced) by 
my dad. I did better in Islam than I did in Hinduism. 

But enough about me. 
So what’s the big deal about Catholic schools 

teaching their students Bible knowledge then? It’s a 
huge deal. Those schools cannot impose the Bible on 
children who don’t want to learn about the Bible. Not 
under any circumstances; the Bible has been imposed 
enough on people throughout the ages. Not even under 
the pretext that those children are attending a Catho-
lic school. Those schools, need we remind the people 
at the top of Catholic Bureau of Education, are funded 
by public money. 

But would Kranti do us all a favour and stop poking 
its nose where it’s unwelcome? Kranti is doing a dis-
service to those it claims to serve. Hindus know that 
(well, the enlightened ones at any rate) but do others?

A non-Hindu who studied Hinduism would be able 
to appreciate this and not give any credence to organi-
sations like Kranti and VOH. A non-Hindu well versed 
in Hinduism would have also understood that Iskcon’s 
opposition to Mc Donald's is unnatural. Hindus be-
lieve in living and letting others live. But a non-Hindu 
respectful of his or her Hindu friends’ beliefs would 
have also understood where the Hare Krishna people 
were coming from. And maybe rather than ridiculing 
them, could have conveyed the feeling that nobody was 
trying to show them disrespect.

That’s what you gain from learning a different re-
ligion and culture. Respect for others and a greater 
understanding.

Father Phillippe Goupille of the Council of Reli-
gions said that just as others should be encouraged 
to learn about the bible and study it, so too should 
Christians be encouraged to learn about other reli-
gions and philosophies. Seldom have we heard a wiser 
word spoken in recent times. Instead of being more 
open towards one another, we close ourselves off to 
ways of thinking that seem alien to us. We can’t af-
ford to do this in a country where our neighbours and 
friends have different backgrounds, different ways of 
life, and different ways of thinking.   

I’m not a big fan of religions but one thing they have 
going for them are the values that come with them; all 
of them preach love, tolerance, forgiveness. Not all of 
them teach openness. But only when we study them 
with a critical mind can we make the difference. 

I for one, learnt that Islam doesn’t teach people to 
be extremists; it basically tells them to do good. 

But how could I argue that point if I hadn’t chosen 
to open myself to it?

Although the traditional route to achieving a 
university degree is through the Higher School 
Certifi cate, those who do not accede to HSC 
adopt the alternative pathway.  For instance 
the Charles Telfair Institute offers foundation 
courses to School Certifi cate holders through 
the Technical and Further Education (TAFE) 
pathway to university.  According to Odylle 
Charoux, director of Academic Affairs at the 

Charles Telfair Institute, “Students with a mi-
nimum of Pass in three subjects enter TAFE 
Certifi cate III which can be completed in six to 
nine months.  This can be followed by a Certifi -
cate IV for another six to nine months, allowing 
entry into a variety of degree courses in Curtin 
University upon its completion.”  Odylle Cha-
roux maintains that the success rate of those 
who have taken that route has been very high.

Alternative pathway to a university degree

The lucky ones....a system in which academic results count above all else.



Co u n t e r f e i t i n g 
concerns food, 
clothing, car parts, 
computer gad-

gets, makeup, watches...you 
name it and it probably has 
a counterfeit counterpart, of-
ten made in China. The fi rst 
point of entry for most im-
ported counterfeit goods is 
the harbour, where massive 
shipments slip through un-
detected. One obvious reason 
for this is that the Mauritius 
Revenue Authority (MRA), 
which includes the customs 
department, only examines 
17% of total imports, arguing 
that no country can examine 
100% of shipments or passen-
gers. A fair enough argument 
given the time and manpower 
that such a process would re-
quire. A spokesperson from 
the MRA explains that a mas-
sive volume of imports comes 
through to Mauritius each 
month. In 2010, an average of 
14,512 customs declarations 
were processed each month, 
for imports by sea and air. 

The customs department is 
nevertheless responsible for sa-
feguarding intellectual property 

(IP) rights (see inset). Relying 
on customs to fi lter imports 
is just one side of the issue, as 
rights holders (legal owners of 
a trademark) have a role to play 
in protecting their products. 
The authority can only act if the 
trademark has been properly 
registered in Mauritius. “Trade-
marks must be registered with 
the Industrial Property Offi ce 
(IPO) and with the Intellectual 
Property Rights section of the 
customs department,” explains 
Afzal Delbar, president of the 
Customs House Brokers’ As-
sociation. The MRA requires 
rights holders to provide infor-
mation that will help detect fake 
products, such as details about 
branding, local representatives 
and countries from which ge-
nuine goods are imported.

“If you have not registe-
red a trademark, the customs 
department simply cannot 
intervene,” says Afzal Delbar. 
“There is only so much they 
can do. If the customs have 
found goods that could be 
counterfeit versions of a tra-
demark, they will inform the 
rights holder, who has 10 days 
to come forward and prove that 

the shipment is counterfeit. 
Failing that, they will have no 
choice but to clear the goods,” 
he says. This does make for a 
pretty big loophole: if such re-
gistration has not taken place, 
the MRA has no jurisdiction to 
seize the articles. “As a rights 
holder, the company/owner can 
take civil and criminal action 
against the contravener and 
seek redress,” explains Anjana 
Chikhuri, Analyst from the 
Legal and Business Facilita-
tion Division of the Mauritius 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (MCCI).

However, a source from 
the Consumer Protection Unit 
(CPU) explains that there may 
be a lack of information for 
rights holders. “Rights holders 
do not always know that they 
should register their trademark 
locally to benefi t from protec-
tion. It is only when counterfeit 
products appear on the market 
that they are concerned,” he 
explains. A look at the website 
of the Industrial Property Of-
fi ce (IPO), under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Regional Integration and Inter-
national trade shows that regis-

tration of trademarks with the 
IPO is not mandatory. A strange 
fact when one considers the pro-
tection it is meant to offer. 

In terms of legislation, 
Mauritius is bound to cater 
to IP rights as a member of 
the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO). The WTO put 
in place a convention entitled 
the Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS) to protect IPR.  
However, says Anjana Chikhuri 
another major fl aw that should 
be corrected, is that Mauritius 
is not a signatory to the Madrid 
Protocol, which offers a trade-
mark owner the possibility to 
have his trademark protected 
in several countries simply by 
fi ling one application directly 
with his own national trade-
mark offi ce. “Acceding to the 
Madrid Protocol would save 
Mauritian trademark holders 
time and money by foregoing 
the trouble of undertaking mul-
tiple application procedures,” 
adds Anjana Khemraz.

But when there is demand, 
there is inevitably supply. Do 
consumers ever question the 
authenticity of the products they 
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“A low price 
is not always 

a good 
bargain, 
but may 

just mean 
that you are 
being ripped 

off.”

Would anyone like a drink…with suspicious 
contents? The case of the Wing Tai Chong 
supermarket in Port Louis, where counterfeit 
cans of Red Bull were found, was a remin-
der that such products may touch all aspects 
of our lives. Why is there so little protection 
against counterfeiting? 

Counterfeit imports

Faking itFaking it
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The Third 
World 
Syndrome

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

S O C I A L  I S S U E S

Third world post colonial societies are marked 
by a unique relationship between political 
power and wealth. In effect, the state serves 
not as a mechanism for protecting class in-

terests, but instead serves as a locus for class forma-
tion. A ruling class is created and fostered through 
corruption, embezzlement and contracts. This is the 
crony capitalism unique to the third world. In the ab-
sence of the confi dence and economic might of the 
more established ruling classes of Europe and the 
United States, the methods of preserving this gravy 
train are not quite as sophisticated. Instead of buying 
social peace by convincing the people that their rule is 
inescapable, or even instrumental in the achievement 
of prosperity, the post-colonial bourgeoisie often relies 
upon direct coercion to safeguard political power and 
hence, their meal ticket.

The occasion is rare indeed when a society ceases 
all pretension, all dogma, and is laid bare for what 
it is. Since the MedPoint saga came to light, the ver-
dict that we belong to this category has all but been 
confi rmed. 

Since then, the powers that be have threatened to 
use the justice system to silence political critique, the 
reason being that the actual benefi ciary of the deal is 
not the minister in question but his brother in law! It’s 
alright though, since he is not on speaking terms, ap-
parently, with the said relative. So the legitimacy of the 
distribution of state resources is contingent upon the 
inner dynamics of family politics. Another state ins-
titution, the police force, has been accused of tearing 
down posters of opposition parties criticizing the deal. 

Even more macabre is the reaction of certain sec-
tions of our opposition. Precisely at a time when the 
ruling parties are mired in scandal, 11 members of 
the Union Nationale (UN) of Ashock Jugnauth, tou-
ching their forelocks, beg admission back into the 
corridors of power. Certainly looking at the bra-
zenness of the accumulation process undertaken by 
the MSM, they might have come to the realization 
that they backed the wrong, less powerful and hence 
less lucrative, side of the family all this time. The jus-
tifi cation we are given of course is that they suddenly 
discover, a full three months after it was passed, that 
the November budget was apparently the greatest 
thing since sliced bread. As penance, they aim to go 
around the land convincing the hard pressed com-
mon Mauritian that the fl owing of milk and honey 
is imminent. 

One cannot help but question the sincerity of all 
those who preceded them in singing the hymns of our 
economic doctrine. Did they genuinely believe it, or 
did they simply want to continue warming seats at the 
National Assembly? Or maybe they were hopeful for 
tickets to their own slice of ambrosia.  Nevertheless the 
attitude is clear; to make your fortune, these days you 
have to back the winning horse. It’s not just the parties 
in power whose ideology  is permeated with the post-
colonial mentality but, as this episode has suffi ciently 
demonstrated, it’s sections of our opposition too. 

At least one thing we can be grateful for, the remin-
der that we are a third world country after all. 

are buying? Not necessarily. Jean 
Clement Cangy, spokesperson 
for the Institute for Consumer 
Protection says, “The eroding 
purchasing power has gradually 
driven low income and even 
middle-income families to buy 
products that are counterfeit 
without even questioning the 
exaggeratedly low prices, as in 
the case of products sold off the 
streets, or in small shops.” Jean 
Clement Cangy especially warns 
against the health risks of pro-
ducts like counterfeit makeup 
or other beauty products. A low 
price is not always a good bar-
gain, but may just mean that you 
are being ripped off. And consu-
mers should be worried. Accor-
ding to the International Anti 
Counterfeiting Coalition, a US 
based non-profi t organisation 
combating counterfeiting and 
piracy; research on counterfeit 
perfumes in the USA showed 
that the fragrances contained ac-
tive ingredients such as bacteria, 
antifreeze…and urine! 

Telltale signs, according to 
the CPU, include an unreaso-
nably low price, which should 
make any consumer suspicious. 
Also counterfeit imports usually 

do not bear any translated labe-
ling. For example, many coun-
terfeit products from China are 
labeled in Chinese only, which 
goes against the regulations for 
imports in Mauritius. In the case 
of prepackaged food products, 
the law stipulates that they must 
bear the following informa-
tion: the name of the product, 
country of origin, ingredients, 
weight, name of producer, and 
expiry date, all available in En-
glish or French. 

Improved legislation, streng-
thened partnership between the 
customs department and bu-
sinesses, and educating consu-
mers are key elements in the 
fi ght against counterfeiting. This 
week, Mauritius participated in 
the Sixth Global Congress on 
Combating Counterfeiting and 
Piracy, represented by the Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance Pravind Jugnauth. The 
congress was organised in Paris 
by organisations like INTER-
POL, the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation and the 
World Customs Organisation. 
A congress that gives the global 
community, Mauritius included, 
the opportunity to develop new 

ideas and tools to combat coun-
terfeiting. Meanwhile, explains 
Anjana Chikhuri, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is currently in the 
process of reviewing Mauritian 
IP laws, to address issues and 
fl aws that had been previously 
identifi ed by a National IP Com-
mittee. “The MCCI was part of 
this Committee. Some of the 
recommendations made by the 
MCCI regarding the review of 
IP laws included the need for a 
legal framework for franchising, 
to address issues such as disclo-
sure of important information, 
dispute settlement, and taxation. 
We also need regulations for the 
recording of licensing contracts 
and of exclusive distribution 
agreements,” she says.

It is always a beginning in 
our relatively young awareness 
of IP rights. Of course, a multi-
billion dollar global “business” 
will not be easy to get rid of. 
But it certainly needs to be ad-
dressed if Mauritius wants to 
send the right message to inves-
tors about the security of their 
IP rights and the local commit-
ment to make a difference.

Melissa LOUIS 

Behind the scenes 
Amongst the most obvious results of counterfeiting and pi-
racy are the lost sales/profi ts, and the diminished reputa-
tions suffered by legitimate rights holders. However, that is 
only the tip of the iceberg. According to the International 
Anti Counterfeiting Coalition, there are established links 
to terrorism, child labour, drug traffi cking and organised 
crime. At the Fifth Global Congress on Combating Counter-
feiting and Piracy in 2009, the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) presented data in-
dicating that international trade in counterfeit and pirated 
goods had increased to more than US $250 billion, almost 
2% of world trade, up from US $200 billion reported in 2007.  
Other data released at the Congress showed that economic 
losses from counterfeiting and piracy cost the economies 
of the G20 countries more than 100 billion, and put 2.5 
million legitimate jobs at risk.  Another report released at 
the Congress showed that 80% of consumers admit they 
regularly buy fake or pirated products, with little remorse 
or concern about the consequences of those purchases. 

Counterfeit RedBull- no chance of confusing this with the real thing...

The newly-built customs depart-
ment at Mer Rouge in the port area.
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■     The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Regional Integration and Internatio-
nal  Trade is concerned with the safety 
and security situation in Egypt and is 
closely monitoring the unfolding situa-
tion through our Mission in Cairo. Our 
Mission has informed that all Mauritians 
are safe.
■     Mauritians currently in Egypt are 

advised to exercise extreme caution and 
avoid being in crowded areas and to 
contact the Embassy of Mauritius at the 
following numbers:
201 98939901
202 37480009
 to give their whereabouts in case the 
situation deteriorates. Their relatives in 
Mauritius may contact the Ministry at 

the following numbers:
Mr R. Sawmy
First Secretary
Mobile Number: 942 1719
Offi ce Number: 405 2606/07
or
Mr  T. Reetoo
Acting First Secretary
Mobile Number: 250 0753

Offi ce Number: 405 2611
or
Mr S. Gaffar
Second Secretary
Offi ce Number: 405 2557.

The Ministry strongly advises Mauritians 
not to undertake any travel to Egypt until 
the situation improves.

Communique from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Regional Integration and International Trade

FOUR weeks have elapsed 
since the tragic days. As we 
try to make sense of the shock 
events of the murder of Mi-
chaela McAreavey (Harte) and 
of the accident involving twelve 
Bangladeshi workers, it would 
be useful to refl ect on the at-
titudes that we have, as locals, 
towards foreigners who have 
mobile lifestyles and hence to 
introspect on our understan-
dings of ourselves. 

What is there in common 
between Michaela McAreavey 
and the Bangladeshi workers? 
Both of them shared the com-
mon identity of being stran-
gers on Mauritian soil, living 
in conditions of transit from 
their home countries to our 
host-land, respectively as tou-
rists and migrants. The workers 
settled in our island to improve 
their incomes while the celeb 
Irish couple came to enjoy 
Mauritian hospitality until pain 
and horror struck.

Globalization is parado-
xical. It creates new orders 
and disorders, new utopias 
and chaos. With globalization, 
Mauritius has become an am-
bitious economic player. But 
the island has also to come to 
grips with the perplexing reali-
ties of its everyday life. Under 
the impulses of global forces, 
our social identities are being 
transformed and redefi ned in 
the way we think of ourselves 
as “insiders” in contact with 
“outsiders”. The encounters 
between Mauritians and forei-
gners defi ne “us” from “them” 
but also shed light on the hie-
rarchy of values that we assign 
to the “others”. 

Let’s admit it: Mauritians 
are generally prejudiced to-
wards foreigners by way of 
their colour, country of origin, 
status and gender. Tourists of 

white descent will rank at the 
top of the hierarchy. Hospitality 
will be showed to them because 
they are considered as superior, 
as the embodiments of capita-
lism, living in luxury hotels, ha-
ving high spending power and 
cosmopolitan lifestyles. For 
their part, the migrant workers 
will rank at the bottom of the 
hierarchy. Coming from China, 
India and Bangladesh, they are 
considered as alien, low-skilled 
and the subjects of forced la-
bour. Not to mention the xeno-
phobic taunts to which they are 
regularly subjected…

The “new coolies”
Even though their deaths 

will be mourned for long, 
consider for a while the diffe-

rence in treatment meted to 
Michaela McAreavey and the 
Bangladeshi nationals. The 
contrast reveals the measure of 
superiority and inferiority as 
it plays out in our imagination 
and the concerns that we have 
as to what the rich and power-
ful First World may think of 
us. Hence, in the wake of the 
murder of Michaela McArea-
vey, the Police commissioner 
deemed it important to stage 
a press conference and to per-
sonally report on the progress 
of the investigation. It may be 
pressure from Western media 
but some local journalists right-
ly observed that the institution 
of the Police had never gone to 
such a length… 

For his part, besides issuing 
a personal apology to McArea-

vey’s family, the Prime minis-
ter argued that he favored the 
return of the death penalty. As 
if the answer to murder is … 
murder and that only the re-
introduction of capital punish-
ment can avenge the death of 
Michaela Harte.

What about the deceased 
Bangladeshi workers? 

There was no press confe-
rence for them and no personal 
apology.

No regrets that the twelve 
Bangladeshi were not covered 
by insurance. No mention of 
the reality of exploitation and 
dehumanization that is infl icted 
upon them in Mauritius. No 
remorse as to the inhumane 
treatment and ultra- exploita-
tion that the “new coolies” co-
ming from China, Bangladesh 

and India endure in Mauritius.
No enquiry as to whether 

the National Transport Au-
thority (NTA) utterly failed in 
its duty to inspect the vehicles 
which regularly carry foreign 
workers. It is only in the after-
math of the terrible accident 
of Saint Julien d’Hotman that 
the Ministry of Employment 
is at last taking some measures 
to better the conditions of mi-
grants working in Mauritius.

Inclusive 
and cosmopolitan

This is the paradox of the 
global fl ows as they are une-
qual and bring new exclusions 
and inequalities. As Mauritius 
transforms itself into a frontier 
society at the juncture of glo-
balization and more foreigners 
consider the Mauritian Eldora-
do, it would be worthwhile that 
the Mauritian State considers 
with more humanity the condi-
tions of working migrants. The 
fact of the matter is that the 
Mauritian constitution has no 
provision for the rights of mi-
grants. This is even more iro-
nical knowing that everybody 
living on this island is of mi-
grant origin as Mauritius as an 
island was inhabited.

The plight of migrant wor-
kers is an appeal to our sense of 
responsibility and our shared 
humanity. We have to reinvent 
ourselves as an open society 
which is inclusive and cosmo-
politan. There is the need to set 
aside bounded and narrow de-
fi nitions of national citizenship 
and instead to promote a poli-
tics of the common good based 
on an inclusive cosmopolitan 
citizenry. This would defi ne 
what we need to be!

Azhagan CHENGANNA



 Deep vein 
thrombosis

Thrombosis refers to the formation of a 
blood clot in any part of the body. If it 
occurs in the heart arteries, it is termed 
as myocardial infarct or heart attack. 

A clot in the brain results in cerebral attack and 
causes paralysis. Clots may also occur in legs 
or arms.

A clot in the veins of the legs or calves is 
referred to as “Deep Vein Thrombosis” (DVT) 
and commonly called phlebitis. DVT is a fairly 
frequent condition and can be dangerous and 
even fatal if the clot breaks and travels through 
the bloodstream. It can block a blood vessel if 
it impacts in the lungs and lead to a condition 
known as pulmonary embolism.

Some patients carry higher risks of having 
DVT than others, namely elderly persons; fe-
males who have varicose veins or are overweight; 
are pregnant or are on contraceptive pill; and 
patients with cancerous conditions. Inactivity 
for a long period of time, such as a long distance 
trip, increases the risk of having DVT. Following 
surgical operations and during convalescence 
periods, inactivity in a hospital bed can also lead 
to formation of a DVT.

The development of DVT following a long-haul 
fl ight has been termed “economy class syn-
drome”. The fi rst recorded event was in 1946 on 
a non-stop fl ight lasting 14 hours.  The problem 
arises because of limited leg room and immobility.

 Some persons may not have symptoms at all 
and DVT may go unnoticed. Most would expe-
rience swelling in one or both legs. Oftentimes it 
is accompanied by pain or tenderness in the legs, 
especially during standing or walking. The skin 
feels warm and looks red in the affected leg.

Medical advice must be sought in case you 
have one or more of those symptoms or if you are 
prone to DVT. Your doctor will have to confi rm 
the diagnosis by doing an ultrasound study of the 
leg veins. Most of the time, the patient will need 
to be hospitalised and complete rest would be 
required. Anti-coagulants will be administered 
intra-venously or sub-cutaneously to prevent the 
clot from dislodging and also prevent aggrava-
tion of the size of the clot.

Following hospital stay, most patients will 
need short to long term anti-coagulants or aspi-
rin to prevent recurrence. Treatment of the cause 
of DVT is essential. Women on the contraceptive 
pill should stop their hormonal treatment. Those 
who have varicose veins should wear compres-
sion stockings. 

Immobility should be avoided during long 
distance fl ights. Standing up, stretching and 
taking a brief walk every hour will help reduce 
the risk. It is also important to prevent dehydra-
tion by drinking plenty of water. Calf exercises 
are recommended and for those who carry high 
risks, it is strongly advised to take aspirin before 
the fl ight.
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My Mauritian dreamMy Mauritian dream
A new year begins. 2011 will 

surely bring fresh hopes in the 
heart of the population. And many 
challenges as well. Challenges to 
the Government, to the Opposition 
and to all Mauritians in general.

 I remember a few months 
back, more precisely on the 18th 
of November 2010, the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, Hon. Pravind Jugnauth, 
while delivering his budget 
speech, made reference to “THE 
MAURITIAN DREAM”. Im-
mediately I started thinking about 
derogation from the famous 
“AMERICAN DREAM”. The 
dream of a prosperous future 
where each and every citizen 
would have the opportunity to 
achieve personal success irres-
pective of race, colour, religion 
or social background, but to  be 
determined rather  on hard work, 
commitment and dedication.

 For a young person like me, 
such a dream should have made 
me quite enthusiastic. However, 
I did not get carried away. Why? 

Simply because I am quite well 
aware of the existence of certain 
“Mauritian Realities” as I get to 
often hear them from some of our 
dear fellow politicians. I should say 
that I have always believed and will 
always believe that all people are 
born equal. 

Mauritianism 
gone missing...

However, I have witnessed 
unsavoury episodes where some 
people seem to be more equal 
than others. Sounds funny, doesn’t 
it? I kept thinking how it would be 
possible to create a “MAURI-
TIAN DREAM” in a country 
where individual protectionism 
and favouritism widely exist; 
where religious lobbies are being 
empowered instead of the popu-
lation being empowered. Then I 
thought to myself. Do we consider 
ourselves to be suffi ciently Mau-
ritian in order to be able to have a 

“MAURITIAN DREAM”? 
The fundamental basis of that 

dream should in fact be based on 
values before anything else. In 
fact, I should call them the real 
MAURITIAN VALUES: mutual 
respect among the population, se-
cularism, patriotism, meritocracy, 
hard work and dedication. And 
not on political favouritism, mind 
corruption, racial divisions and 
beautiful words that sound good 
but are never followed by concrete 
actions. The “MAURITIAN 
DREAM” has got absolutely no 
sense of meaning if it is not based 
on Mauritian Values.

 But let us remain optimistic. We 
would not want to start a new year 
with negative feelings. Challenges 
exist and shall continue to exist. 
Can’t we create a “MAURITIAN 
DREAM” if each and every one of 
us unites around the same purpose?  
YES WE CAN…AND WE WILL.

Ridwaan BEEHARRY
On behalf of the 

MMM Youth Wing

 DEBATE about the death 
penalty always generates and 
stirs strong emotions. Against a 
background of rising violent crimes 
such as murders and rapes, it inhe-
rently raises profound questions 
because, above all, it is a question 
of life and death as such crimes im-
pact on everybody’s life. The cur-
rent populist call for the restoration 
of hanging illustrates the blind and 
irrational emotionality the subject 
arouses. The debate gets so emo-
tional and volatile that any sense of 
rationality and perspective is rapidly 
lost in thin air. 

The situation is compounded 
by politicians of all parties intrin-
sically adopting a higher moral 
ground. It is a daily occurrence 
to hear politicians talking tough 
on crime. It is as if one cannot get 
elected to political offi ce unless one 
espouses what they feel the public 
wants to hear about crime, which is 
“get tough on crime- lock them up 
and throw away the key”.

An expert at South Bank Uni-
versity and the London School of 
Economics state that “a politically 
driven response leaves less time for 
work on long-term strategies such 
as community policing and crime 
prevention”. Another expert adds 
that “the political debate is locked 
in to the tough-on-crime rhetoric. 
Many politicians feel they have to 
be seen to be tough on crime as a 
measure of their political virility.” 

 In view of the current debate 

on the death penalty arising from 
the murder of Michaela Harte, pe-
rhaps giving the wrong impression 
that some lives are more important 
than others, we need to address 
four Fundamental questions: 

 Is the “an eye-for-an-eye”  
approach the right policy to ad-
minister to a certain category of 
convicted criminals making the 
State also a murderer on behalf of 
society given that there is no scien-
tifi c or societal consensus on what 
exactly is right for such criminals? 

Does the death penalty have a 
deterring effect? There is currently 
no scientifi c evidence in favour of 
this claim.

Can we guarantee, beyond 
reasonable doubt, that we shall ne-
ver send the wrong person to the 
gallows? Even in countries where 

Forensic DNA technology is well 
advance, no such guarantee is avai-
lable. 

Given the state of our criminal 
justice system and the communal 
mindset of our society, can the 
death penalty be applied in an ir-
reproachable equitable manner or 
would some people use all their 
economic or political muscle to 
secure a “special treatment” or to 
circumvent the system? Remem-
ber that the system will never be 
mechanical; there will always be 
the requirement that a President, 
or PM or Governor ( as in some 
US States), give the fi nal approval. 
Have we produced such presidents 
and PMs so far that can be trusted 
to that extent?

 Although the call for the 
death penalty is the easiest of all 
options, there seems little, if any, 
rationale behind it. The call is also 
being made within a surge of rising 
crimes of all categories, but above 
all, within the abject failure of our 
criminal justice system (namely the 
police, the prisons and to some ex-
tent our judiciary). Should we not, 
improve our prisons, equip our po-
lice with DNA forensic techniques, 
more training for offi cers, better 
recruitment based on competence, 
better proactive rather than reactive 
strategies and better accountability?

All this requires that we pro-
ceed with careful moral reasoning.

PLOUM PLOUM

The death penalty debate in paradise

By Cassam Hingun 

Corpo sano, mente sana ]

No evidence that it deters....



OVER the past few days, many have 
remarked on the curious spectacle of TV 
anchors in colourful woollies talking to In-
dian notables in their cashmere overcoats 
about Indian issues, amid idyllic snow-co-
vered surroundings. Don’t get me wrong. 
There is nothing wrong in interrogating 
Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Kamal Nath or, 
for that matter, Rahul Bajaj and Uday Ko-
tak on the Indian economy and the “gover-
nance defi cit”. But why not do it in Delhi 
and Mumbai? Must we literally reduce the 
annual World Economic Forum jamboree 
in Davos to an ‘India adda’?

 These are not the envious and insolent 
gripes of someone who has never had the 
privilege of visiting Davos during the Rich 
List season. There is a larger issue. The WEF 
meet in Davos isn’t by any reckoning an In-
dia seminar. While India isn’t the incidental 
footnote it was in the early-1990s, global in-
vestors don’t also see it as the obsession it was 
in 1492 when Columbus embarked on his 
search for the elusive western sea route from 
Europe. “Amongst the delegates,” wrote 
stockbroker Paul Fletcher in a blog from Da-
vos, “there is a feeling that if we hear another 
session on demographics or China versus 
India we may protest.” 

Such a forthright disregard for the so-cal-
led ‘India story’ may understandably offend 
nationalist sentiments and bring on the ‘west 
versus rest’ polarization that keeps many pu-
blic intellectuals in business. But the harsh 
truth is that India has been sold, re-sold and 
re-re-sold in so many samosa and Sula eve-
nings that it has lost novelty. The Davos lot is 
aware and excited by India’s potential — who 
wouldn’t be at the thought of a 91 million-
strong middle class by 2030? They are also 
aware but a little less moved by the realiza-

tion that calculating opportunity costs aren’t 
among the inherited attributes of the timeless 
“ancient civilization, new nation” (India’s self-
description in the billboards of Davos).

 The irritation at the mismatch between 
words and deeds has begun to show: the latest 
report by the Reserve Bank of India shows 
that foreign direct investment in India decli-
ned by 36% between April and September 
2010 compared to the same period in 2009. 
This decline coincides with FDI growth of 
17% in non-Arab Asia. Whispers from North 
Block suggest that thanks to a rampaging mi-
nister of environment, the story for the next 
six months may be equally discouraging. 
As talk of a “governance defi cit” becomes 

all-pervasive, ‘India inclusive’—another pro-
motional line in Davos—is increasingly being 
seen as the eyewash for ‘India elusive’.

 It is not as if those quizzed by the Indian 
media on the 2G licences and uncompetitive 
interest rates are unaware of the emerging 
wrinkles on the face of Bharat Mata. It is an 
open secret that the mood in Indian business 
circles is distinctly downbeat. They know that 
the ‘India story’ is meandering.

 Yet, Davos 2011 has an India story, but 
a hidden one. On the face of it, the CII is 
putting on a brave face, hosting the ‘India 
adda’ (which, incidentally, in colloquial 
Bangla, implies a convivial but purposeless 
interaction) and doggedly selling India as a 

worthwhile alternative to both China and 
the troubled west. As a collective, Indian 
business is doing its patriotic bit. At the le-
vel of the corporation, however, its Davos 
mission is different. The networking of cor-
porate bigwigs is guided by a sharp eye for 
opportunities outside India, not least, in the 
west. India Inc is hedging its bets.

 The trend is unmistakable. According to 
a Columbia University study, Indian compa-
nies invested more than $75 billion overseas 
between 2000 and 2010. This included some 
$14 billion invested by the Tata group in the 
United Kingdom. Indian companies are now 
the second largest investors in UK, the third 
largest in Germany and their investments in 
Indonesia may touch $15 billion. RBI fi gures 
reveal that Indian FDI in the British Virgin 
Islands rose 102% to touch $542 million in 
2010; and in the Channel Islands, it amoun-
ted to $516 million in 2010 against a modest 
$44 million in 2009. And these are just the 
‘white’, kosher investments.

 The reasons why Indian business is ex-
ploring alternatives to India are well-known. 
For the past few years, the business envi-
ronment has become increasingly wayward 
and unfriendly. From growing infrastruc-
tural bottlenecks to red tape and corrup-
tion, the cost of business is becoming too 
expensive and troublesome. The larger 
stability needed for sustained growth has 
been replaced by social tension and politi-
cal venality. Against these hassles, even the 
high-cost west seems tempting.

 Global capitalism has a sharp antenna. 
Its stalwarts may leave Davos and its adda 
with a quirky poser: the future could belong 
to Indians but does it belong to India?

©Times of India

Indian billionaires are increasingly investing in foreign shores raising the question 
what does India gain?
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WHEN Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s speech promi-
sing that he would step down in 
September was played in Libera-
tion Square, thousands of protes-
ters erupted into cries calling for 
his immediate removal. The mes-
sage is clear. Mubarak’s time is up. 

Opposition leaders like Mohamed 
ElBaradei and Ayman Nour seem 
well aware that a mass movement 
such as the current one cannot sus-
tain momentum beyond a point. 
Equally, many among Mubarak’s 
opponents are suspicious of his 
intentions. They believe that by 
promising to step aside in Septem-
ber, he is attempting to buy time to 
arrange his son Gamal’s succes-
sion. Emboldened by the military’s 
declaration that it will not fi re on its 
own people, they are unlikely to al-
low Mubarak an extension. 

A point that Mubarak raised in 
his speech, however - the need for 
an orderly transition to democracy - 
is a pertinent one. Democracy is not 
created merely by holding elections. 
Civil institutions and infrastructure 
to support it are necessary. The ca-
retaker administration - however it 
is arranged - and all other political 
stakeholders must work together to 

create conditions for free and fair 
elections in September. Democratic 
states in the international commu-
nity must aid them by offering to 
broker a transition to democracy, 
as well as resources and personnel 
that may be necessary to set up 
institutions such as an independent 
electoral commission. 

By doing so, the US can hope 
to rectify the damage to its image 
among the Egyptian people caused 
by less than enthusiastic support in 
the uprising’s initial days. US Presi-
dent Barack Obama has taken the 
fi rst step by now fully throwing his 
weight behind the people and cut-
ting Mubarak loose, making it clear 
that he must go. There is a larger 
lesson here for the US and the in-
ternational community in general. 
Iran’s 1979 revolution cannot conti-
nue to dictate foreign policy vis-a-
vis the Arab world. Supporting the 
Arab people’s aspirations minimises 

the risk of anti-authoritarian dissent 
being channelled in an Islamist di-
rection. Backing authoritarian re-
gimes, on the other hand, forces the 
inevitable opposition to them into 
Islamist channels. 

In Jordan, the king has sacked 
the prime minister in response to 
burgeoning protests. In Algeria, Ye-
men and Syria, protests are brewing 
as well. After decades of coupling oil 
money with authoritarian policies 
to keep their people at a remove 
from modern political trends, rulers 
across the Arab world are fi nding 
that a demographic bulge and lack 
of economic opportunities have ea-
ten away at the foundations of their 
power. What Tunisia and Egypt 
started could alter the face of the 
Arab world. Washington, New 
Delhi and other watchers need to 
be on the right side of history.
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History’s Tide

Opposition protests have fi nally 
forced Mubarak to declare that 
he will step down, provoking 
uncertainty in surrounding 
authoritarian regimes and in 
Egypt itself.



THE family that plays to-
gether stays together! So sug-
gests a study which says video 
games can positively infl uence 
teenage girls when their parents 
play with them. That’s not sur-
prising. As technology-driven so-
ciety changes, children’s interests 
change. It’s not just important for 
moms and dads to be clued in to 
what their kids do, they should 
also participate in the latter’s 
lives and activities. Much of the 
reason adolescents feel alienated 
- the effect of the proverbial ge-
neration gap - is because parents 
play ‘grown-ups’ rather than 
friends on equal terms. The more 
quality time and the interactive 
relationship they share - in short, 
the more fun they have together - 
the closer family members across 

age groups become. 
Video games enthuse all 

teenagers. Researchers at 
Brigham Young University’s 
School of Family Life in the US 
say girls turn out better behaved, 
become mentally hardier and feel 
greater familial bonds if their pa-
rents join in. That makes sense. 
Recreating real-life situations in 
dramatic ways and posing tough 
problems to be solved, video 
games can be mentally stimu-
lating. Playing with or against a 
parent can’t but make a young 
girl strive to rise to the challenge. 

Many criticise video games 
as a harmful distraction, whose 
often inappropriate and violent 
content negatively impacts im-
pressionable minds. For one 
thing, this is so only if the games 

played aren’t age-appropriate. 
For another, today’s teenagers 
risk exposure to unsuitable 
content everywhere, be it TV, 
internet, music - think of rap 
lyrics - or cinema. Rather than 
become hard disciplinarians in 
a futile and unnatural attempt 
to insulate youngsters from the 
world around, parents should 
actively share their interests. 
Concerning video games speci-
fi cally, that’ll be a way to moni-
tor content and prevent gaming 
from becoming an asocial, ad-
dictive preoccupation. Finally, 
any game or activity can be a 
two-way learning experience for 
both the youngsters and parents 
bonding through it. 
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CELEBRATE uniqueness, 
Rituparno Ghosh says through Just 
Another Love Story ( Arekti Pre-
mer Galpo), which won the jury’s 
award at IFFI. But fi rst, let’s be clear 
that JALS is not by the director who 
gave us fi lms like Abahoman, Sab 
Charitra Kalpanik, Dosar, Dahan 
and Unishe April. Nor is it his au-
tobiography. Although there’s a dis-
tinct imprint of his sensibility in this 
Kaushik Ganguly fi lm, Rituparno’s 
only an actor here. He plays Roop, 
a director shooting a documentary 
on Chapal Bhaduri, the state award 
winner who ruled the jatra world 
from the 1950s to 1970s and now 
lives in penury. Chapal Bhaduri, 
aged 75, plays himself. 

Like Sawai Gandharva in Ma-
harashtra, Chapal entered a ‘natta 
company’ (theatre company) when 
men routinely played women until 
their voice changed at the onset of 
puberty. This nephew of legendary 
Sisir Bhaduri, better known as Cha-
pal Rani, was celebrated by Naveen 
Kishore in his documentary, ‘Per-
forming the Goddess: The Chapal 
Bhaduri Story’. But in JALS, as 
with other fi lms-within-fi lms, reality 
merges with illusion to drive home 
a contemporary truth: despite the 
Delhi high court judgment decrimi-
nalising consensual homosexuality, 
we’re mostly unwilling to accept 
that humans don’t always fi t into 
the masculine and feminine gender 
roles assigned by society. 

In JALS, director Roop and 
Basu, his cinematographer, are in 
Kolkata to shoot a fi lm for a foreign 
channel. Firmly established in a 

same-sex relationship, despite Basu 
being happily married and a pros-
pective father, Roop and Basu echo 
young Chapal and his ‘gentleman’ 
lover Kumar, also married and with 
kids. Some things never change, it 
becomes transparent. 

Why Chapal? When working 
for Biswaroopa or Minerva thea-
tre in the 1950s, Chapal fi t the 
bill to play Razia Sultana, Chand 
Bibi, Kaikeyi. His soft feminine 
voice never acquired a masculine 
tenor. ENT specialists could not 
help: to this day, when he speaks, 
a female voice emerges from the 
male body. No practised falsetto 
can match the typically feminine 
pitch of his legendary monologue 
as Sitala. His femininity became his 
psychic and (part) physical reality 
to such an extent that he survived a 

kidnapping, an attempted rape, be-
came a victim of the casting couch 
and was deserted by his lover for a 
younger woman! 

Yet Chapal couldn’t don a 
woman’s attire in public. He wore 
religious marks, the chandan tilak 
and tulsi beads, but no ear studs. 
Unsurprisingly, he felt like a woman 
trapped in a man’s body. Not so Ri-
tuparno as Roop: he wears lipstick, 
paints his nails, fl aunts a feminine 
hairdo, and behaves outrageously 
like a woman only to make a state-
ment, he’s neither man nor woman, 
belonging to the third sex - a fact 
underscored when he cuts off his 
hair. In keeping with the ambiguity 
central to his sexuality, Roop never 
wears a woman’s dress but asexual 
tunics, stoles and dhoti draped like 
a lungi. Rather than clothes, his 

androgyny comes out through his 
body language, heightened by the 
abdominoplasty Rituparno unde-
rwent to reduce his waistline for the 
role. 

“Is Roop an autobiographical 
character?” Rituparno has been 
repeatedly asked. Regardless of his 
answer, one can say it has several 
shades of reality. No doubt Ritu-
parno has proved his mettle as an 
actor by making Roop so lifelike, 
but he did take on the role because 
“few actors would believe in it or 
portray it with honesty and since-
rity”. Roop would end up as a cari-
cature, he’d feared since he had “a 
sense of belonging” to it. 

An actor’s sexual orientation 
need not have any bearing on a 
character he plays. But then, Ritu-
parno has always challenged po-
pular notions of masculinity and 
femininity. Like Roop, he’d rejec-
ted the masculine dress code for 
embroidered kurtas and fl owing 
uttariyas (a scarf-like piece of clo-
thing), kajal and lipgloss, ear studs 
and necklaces. His ‘effeminate’ 
dressing raised eyebrows and was 
spoofed by many, including hu-
morist-anchor Mir. Rituparno ob-
jected by taking him on in his chat 
show, Ghosh and Co. The way Mir 
“projected the sexual minority”, by 
highlighting their stereotyped effete 
ways, showed them in a poor light, 
he argued. 

But viewers uncharitably 
wrote, “It’s normal to have fun at 
the expense of such characters.” 
Undaunted, Rituparno walked 
the ramp in Kolkata Fashion Week 

2009 in jodhpurs and jacket teamed 
with necklaces, ear studs, caps and 
dark glasses. “Who needs wardrobe 
malfunction when Rituparno is 
around!” critics jeered. 

That was Rituparno’s fi rst de-
claration of androgyny. He reitera-
ted it through JALS and furthers it 
through Tagore’s Chitrangada, his 
next fi lm for which he’s learning 
Odissi. But why does he repeatedly 
assert his credo? Perhaps because 
our society shuns discussions on 
sexual orientation, preferences and 
choices despite mythological refe-
rences to Chitrangada, Shikhandi 
and Chaitanya. 

To accept alternative sexuality, 
we must educate ourselves about 
the reality of eunuchs. Only then 
will prejudices and phobias cease 
to fl ourish, believes Amol Palekar, 
who addressed the issue through 
Daayra (1996), Anaahat (2003) 
and Thaang/Quest (2006). Long 
before the Delhi high court order, 
those fi lms provoked viewers to 
think of transgender existence, wo-
man’s sexuality and gay bonding. 
Now JALS compels us to gracefully 
accept that gender and sex are two 
different realities. 

Such changed perspectives can 
have ripple effects. This equality in 
treatment of androgynous humans 
can lead to non-discrimination in 
employment, availability of loans 
and insurance, even changed defi -
nitions of family for adoption laws 
for the much-maligned hijras. That 
certainly wouldn’t be just another 
love story. 
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Studies have shown that playing video games with kids helps in 
family bonding.

Changing attitudes to sexuality

Caring by sharing

The plight of transexuals in India is increasingly gaining wider 
scope in Indian alternative cinema.



Badinn ar laporte simtyer – Knocking on heaven’s door

Ah, the joys of a living language! Kreol is in constant evolution, so much so that the lyrics of a sega song can seamlessly enter the lexicon. This 
particular saying, which actually means “fooling around with the cemetery gate”, is a brilliant Kreol adaptation of the expression made immortal by Bob 
Dylan in Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid.
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Four legs good, two legs bad
“INTELLIGENTES 

betes, Animals, Zistwar za-
nimo”. Do not be discou-
raged by the title of this book 
if you are an English speaker 
and are only familiar with one 
word. For those of you who 
understand French and Kreol 
as well, the collection of short 
stories is an interesting and en-
joyable plunge into the animal 
kingdom. It gives you the op-
portunity to discover some local 
talent as well as original ideas. 
The book has a rather unusual 
theme: life through the eyes of 
animals, or with animals as the 
focal point. If you think this 
sounds like a children’s book, 
think again. Twenty-one local 
authors come together for this 
book, which comprises twenty-
six stories in three different lan-
guages and even if you are not 
bilingual the selection of short 
stories in English will never-
theless be worthwhile. 

The stories in the English 
section are written by Mansa 
Daby, Ramesh Ramdoyal, Au-
mwatee Sreekeessoon, Sushilla 
Gopaul, Lindsey Collen, Roo-
ma Meetoo, Lillian Berthelot, 
and Jean Lindsay Dhookit. The 
tales show the world through 

the eyes of our animal friends. 
Be it the clever and hierarchical-
ly organised monkeys who are 
trying to defend their territory 
in “The Fourth Monkey” or the 
dog who teaches a young girl a 
lesson about love and the value 
of life, in “Lisa’s Therapy”, you 
will discover the beauty of the 
animal world.

Rare insight
If you are an animal lover, 

the book is sure to strike a chord 
with you. We are brought to 
realize their benevolent presence 
in our lives. We are also faced 
with issues such as our own des-
tructive attitude to the animal 
kingdom, ruining their natural 
habitat, causing them harm, even 
driving them close to extinction. 
Man is often seen as the ruthless 
predator and exploiter. 

All of the stories are quite 
different from each other. 
Thanks to the wide range of au-
thors, perspectives vary. But they 
all manage to give some rare in-
sight into how animals live. Even 
the humble ant, which most of 
us would not think about in our 
busy lives has a lot to teach us, 
as we learn in the short story en-

titled “The Egyptian Princess”. 
And, you will be surprised to 
learn, animals are intelli-
gent in their own way 
- far more than we give 
them credit for and 
maybe in some discon-
certing way, far more 
than we are, because 
they have a simple pers-
pective on life that we 
lose too early on in our 
existence. 

Those of you who 
are familiar with George 
Orwell’s famous novel, 
Animal Farm may be 
reminded of that book 
when you read the short 
stories. A reversed world, 
where the animal gaze 
becomes human and the 
humans are perceived 
with a certain ‘otherness’, 
like foreign beings, depri-
ved of their individual cha-
racteristics. Who is really 
the most intelligent? And 
who does the world really 
belong to? A few questions 
that you may want to refl ect 
on when you fi nally put this 
book down…

Melissa LOUIS
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