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Editorial ]

I would like to apologize to all the hunger strikers 
we have seen in performance during the last 
few months. I once called them opportunists. 
Forgive me. What I meant was that they are ir-

redeemable opportunists. The kind who put forward 
their misery, hide their real motivation and try to 
attract sympathy. 

For the uninitiated, the hunger strike mini-series 
started at the beginning of the year. Unfortunately for 
those watching, the only plot change is the price tag 
hunger strikers attach to their misery. The latest epi-
sode has been the strike by two Riche Terre planters 
with a woman hopping on to the band wagon for good 
measure to bring the number up to a startling three 
and, more importantly, to create the racial balance 
needed. For the record, the female striker is neither a 
planter nor married to either of the hunger strikers. 
Why did she join the strike, then? Ask me another! 

Behind the façade of the weeping Madonna; 
behind the hullabaloo of two supposedly desperate 
hard-working planters who are asking for nothing 
more than to be able to till their land to feed their 
compatriots, so much so that they even threatened 
to approach the Food and Agriculture Organization, 
the only legitimate claim made in what had become 
an ocean of incoherent, unreasonable demands and 
wild speculation is the publication of the Noël/Ram-
kissoon report. I don’t really understand why Satish 
Faugoo persisted in his stubbornness. As it turned 
out, the report had little more to offer than what was 
already on the table. Well, not quite. According to 
Eric Mangar, another one of the planters’ spokesper-
sons who manifestly grossly outnumber the strikers 
themselves (at the last count the ratio was 20 to 1), 
there is “a new option” for those who “do not wish to 
go back and work the land… the planters are happy 
to have this option.” Yes, you have understood: the 
option of not working the land they were fi ghting for! 
The spokesperson adds, answering a question he was 
never asked, that “those who support hunger strikers 
[ten additional celebrity seeking individuals every 
morning] have no hidden agenda.” I rest my case!  

Well, all is well that ends well. The extortion scam 
has worked and the celebratory feast has started as 
the menu of the ex-planters, who are now too rich to 
be interested in planting, is made public in a scene 
reminiscent of the “petit déjeuner du roi” of Na-
poleon Bonaparte. 

And, for those who worry that the country is now 
geared for boredom, cheer up! The “victory” being 
trumpeted is bound to trigger more hunger strikes. 
So, spokesmen of all guilds, don’t get off stage. The 
best is yet to come!

Behind the façade of 
the weeping Madonna
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L’incroyable 
spectacle

Catch one of these as-
tonishing magic shows with 
world famous French magi-
cian Frederic Georges Mau-
rice. Organised by Five Events, the shows will take place on 
Friday 3rd, Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December. A family 
show entitled “La mystérieuse malle du pirate” will be held at 
11am and 3.30pm, and tickets will cost Rs.500 for adults and 
Rs.250 for children aged 12 and under. A show called “Les se-
crets de la magie” (The secrets of magic) will be held at 8pm. 
This show is not recommended for children under eight years 
old. Tickets for this show will cost Rs.700. Tickets are available 
through Rezo Otayo. Call 466 9999 for more information. 

Les petits chanteurs 
de St Marc

The choir, “Les petits chanteurs de St 
Marc” (St Marc’s little singers) will be in 

Mauritius for shows on Friday 10th and 
Tuesday 14th December, at 8pm. The 
fi rst event will be held at the J & J Au-
ditorium and the second at the Grand 
Bay Conference Centre. The choir was 

founded in 1986 by Nicolas Porte. It 
comprises 75 to 80 children aged 10 to 
15. “Les petits chanteurs de St Marc” 
shot to popularity after the well-known 
movie “Les Choristes”. They have also 

recorded a DVD, and their latest CD “Nos 
reves” (Our dreams) is already a big success. The beautiful 

voices of the children will enchant you. Call 
Rezo Otayo on 466 9999 for reservations 
and more information. 

Concert: 
Ali Campbell

Ali Campbell will fi nally 
be in Mauritius for a concert 
on Sunday 12th December at 
6pm. Organised by Gial Events, 
the much-awaited show will be held 
at Swami Vivekanda Centre 
in Pailles. Tickets are avai-
lable at Rs.4000, Rs.3400, 
Rs.2800, Rs.1400, and 
Rs.1000. Ali Camp-
bell, a British singer and 
composer was one of the 
founding members of 
the famous reggae group UB40. Some of his greatest 
hits include Red Red Wine and Kingston Town amongst others. In 
2008, he left UB40 to start his solo career. Call Rezo Otayo on 466 
9999 for reservations.

Blue Invasion 2
Blue Steel Clubbing Gear is organising a special 

event entitled “Blue Invasion 2” on Saturday 11th 
December at 10.30pm at the Palladium in Tria-

non, to celebrate its fi ve years of existence. 
The show will include performances by 

DJ Remady and the singer Manu L. 
There will be two dance fl oors, and 
guests will have the opportunity to 

win many prizes. Tickets are available be-
fore the day at Rs.350, and will be sold at 
the door at Rs.450. VIP tickets will cost 
Rs.600. 
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Navin decides to fi re 
incompetent Labourites

Budgetary measures, the 
row over the budget 
earmarked for Rodri-
gues and the statement 

in Parliament that scholarships 
awarded to Muslim students 
cannot be funded by a tax on 
gaming companies dominated 
the headlines of our newspapers 
this week.

But the reader also tends to 
pay heed to news that touches him 
personally, or news concerning his 
pocket, his health etc. 

And this week’s news has gi-
ven the country cause for concern. 
Readers would have noted that on 
Friday last, news broke out about 
the presence of pesticides in fruits 
and vegetables. This discovery, 
made by the Food Technology 
Laboratory of the ministry of 
Health, was the subject of a par-
liamentary question. Then again 
from parliament, we learned that 
the State Trading Corporation will 
import diesel with a lower sulphur 
content in …December 2011. 
Some papers, at least three since 
Sunday, carried  pictures of tall 
columns of water being sent into 
the air by leakages in water pipes 
while the country is going through 
a drought. 

Fruits and vegetables conta-

minated with pesticides, high 
sulphur content diesel, high water 
loss through leakages (almost 50 
%) bring us back to the concept of 
a sustainable Mauritius (Maurice 
Île Durable), an almost forgotten 
concept in Pravind’s Jugnauth’s 
budget.

Above everything - 
even the law.

We had thought that this 
concept was almost dead, that 
containing pollution and striving 
towards a sustainable Mauritius 
were not on this government’s 
agenda when suddenly the Prime 
minister, Navin Ramgoolam, sur-
prised everyone on Wednesday. 
He came out with a strong state-
ment in favour of sustainable de-
velopment and talked about water 
losses in the distribution network.

He said that he wanted results, 
that according to him, those who 
do not deliver the goods should be 
fi red, whatever party they belong 
to, “even the labour party”.

What a new language! In fact, 
since he has been in power, Navin 
Ramgoolam has never ever asked 
for results from his ministers – this 
is one of the reasons that Mauri-

tius is today a water-stressed and 
highly polluted country – or from 
the numerous political nominees 
at the head of  parastatal bodies.

These political nominees and 
ministers have felt, with the high 
level of leniency with which they 
have been treated – that they are 
above everything, even the law. 

It is such leniency and total 
absence of a results oriented po-
licy that have led to the fi nancial 
scandal linked to the purchase of  
energy-saving bulbs by the CEB, 
for example.

It is a pity that the fi rst to be 
fi red, Harry Booluck of the CWA, 
is one of the few political nominees 
who has been working hard for 
his salary. Unfortunately, he has 
never been given the tools to do 
his job. The Prime minister had 
better quiz his old friend, Rashid 
Beebeejaun over the matter, and 
take a closer look at some of his 
ministers who have systematically 
been non-starters in offi ce under 
different governments.

 But whatever be the case, one 
just hopes that the Prime minister 
will now sustain his affi rmation, 
for the good of this country and 
for his political career.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

The cause of our woes - leaking pipes apparently lead to a loss of 50% of the country's water.



All eyes are on Wi-
kileaks… This 
time, the contro-
versial website 

has published information 
that hits closer to home: a 
confi dential document sta-
ting that the Chagos marine 
park has been created with 
the intention of keeping the 
Chagossians away from their 
native island and protecting 
the military base…This do-
cument, which will certainly 
bring embarrassment to 
the British and US govern-
ments, has been disclosed at 

a most inopportune moment, 
coinciding as it does with 
Princess Anne’s offi cial visit 
to Mauritius. 

The document was classifi ed 
by political counselor Richard Mills 
and transmitted from Washington 
D.C to London. It states that the 
move to make the Chagos a ma-
rine park would mean “that the 
British Indian Ocean Territory’s 
(BIOT) former inhabitants would 
fi nd it diffi cult, if not impossible, to 
pursue their claim for resettlement 
on the islands if the entire Chagos 
Archipelago were a marine re-
serve.”

The confi dential fi les also 
state that Colin Roberts, the Fo-
reign and Commonwealth Offi ce 
(FCO) Director for Overseas 
Territories, expressed strong UK 
political support for a marine park. 
“Ministers like the idea,” he said. 
And the clearly set timeline for es-
tablishing the park was before the 
General Elections held in May last 
in Britain. 

According to Roberts, specifi c 
pre-conditions must be met before 
the establishment of the marine 
park could take place: making sure 
that the U.S government is com-
fortable with the idea and enhan-
cing the security in the area.

No Man Fridays
Still quoting Roberts, the docu-

ment goes on to say that “we need 
to fi nd a way to get through the va-
rious Chagossian lobbies.” He also 
said that “there are proposals (for 
a marine park) that could provide 
the Chagossians with warden jobs” 
within the BIOT. However, there 
would be “no human footprints” 
or “Man Fridays” on the BIOT’s 
uninhabited islands. He main-
tained that establishing a marine 
park would, in effect, put paid to 
resettlement claims of the archipe-
lago’s former residents. In Roberts’ 

opinion, “the UK’s ‘environmental 
lobby’ is far more powerful than the 
Chagossians’ advocates.”

In an open letter to the Mau-
ritian Prime Minister, Navin 
Ramgoolam (see page 47), Re-
sistans ek Alternativ has deplored 
the “UK-USA shameful conspi-
racies and plans on the Chagos 
and Diego Garcia. According to 
Wikileaks, there are 259 records 
on the issue of Diego Garcia and 
Chagos.”

The letter, signed by Ashok 
Subron and Ian Jacob, goes on to 
say, “If, there is one lesson we have 
learned from the Independence 
process and the present reality, it is 
that the sovereignty of the land and 
our people, including those of the 
Chagos, are NEVER negotiable.”

With the leak of 250,000 Uni-
ted States embassy cables, which 
the Wikileaks site says is the largest 
set of confi dential documents ever 
to be released into the public do-
main, world governments are now 
facing an unprecedented crisis. 
When confi dentiality no longer 
exists, how can their intelligence 
agencies continue to operate? But 
most of all, what trust can people 
place in these particular govern-
ments?

Melissa LOUIS
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Cablegate: “No human footprints” on Chagos  

An informal reception committee for an informal princess… A 
very relaxed Princess Royal stepped on to Mauritian soil this 
week, and was welcomed at the SSR International Airport by the 
minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and Interna-
tional Trade, Arvin Boolell and the British High Commissioner, 

Nick Leake. 
HRH Princess Anne is visiting Mauritius in line with the comme-
moration of the bicentenary of the British capture of the island. 
Mauritius was captured in December 1810 and remained under 
British rule until its independence in 1968. 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK



Plunging utilities 

It’s a sad state of affairs when the human race, 
a species that supposedly sits atop the evolu-
tionary tree, is unable to make a decent effort 
to save that most magnifi cent of big cats, the 

tiger. For many of us, these animals are a bit like 
used cars, more valuable as a source of spare parts 
than as a whole. Sadly, some wildly misinformed and 
insecure people believe that ingesting a tiger’s penis 
will increase their sexual prowess. The problem is 
that they can afford to fi nance their folly and the 
illegal trade in tiger parts is one of the main reasons 
why there are only 3, 200 of these majestic creatures 
left in the wild.       

In what is a wondrous manifestation of humanity’s 
skewed priorities, parastatal organisations, on the other 
hand, are thriving. Despite most of them not having done 
anything in living memory vaguely resembling that for 
which they were created, these frankly bewildering entities 
continue to prosper. Take the Beach Authority, for instance. 
It has mastered the art of behaving like our beaches are a 
fi efdom of sorts. It’s telling that the BA has mainly made 
headlines for all the wrong reasons, namely for dishing out 
permits allowing our beaches to be colonised by deckchairs 
or paving the way for toilets to be reborn as restaurants. 
It’s a pity really, for our public beaches are one of the last 
ramparts against exclusion; places where all Mauritians 
can go, irrespective of their social and economic status.  

Still, the BA can comfort itself in the knowledge that 
it is not alone; competent parastal companies are rarer 
than the beleaguered tiger. The obvious explanation for 
this is that their main purpose is to give political nominees 
something to do. So it has always been, so it will always be. 
Yet there’s something more sinister at play here, a malady 
that has trickled down from the top and percolated most 
spheres of public life. What it basically boils down to is that 
everyone expects something, be it political or monetary 
gain, in return for doing anything, even their job. 

This culture has become deeply ingrained; the days 
when accomplishing one’s professional duty was recom-
pense enough are mainly behind us.  As a result, these 
organisations, which were meant to inject some private 
sector effi ciency into the public sector, have basically adop-
ted the worst of both worlds: the personal profi t motive 
of the former mixed with the lackadaisicalness of the lat-
ter. In an era when the little man has to tighten his belt a 
little more every month, we can no longer afford to fi nance 
these glorifi ed ego trips. 

At the launch of the MID workshop on Wednesday, 
Navin Ramgoolam was spot on when he indicated that it 
was time to get rid of those political nominees who aren’t 
pulling their weight. He could do much worse than star-
ting with the directors of certain parastatal companies. 
Such a move would rightfully strike a note of fear in the 
minds of all of those who are using their position to fur-
ther their own interests at the expense of those of the tax-
payer. Further down the line, the question will have to be 
asked whether these companies serve any purpose at all. 
As long as something is done to get this fl apping fl ock of 
albatrosses off our necks. 

The next time you think of parastatal companies orga-
nisations, spare a thought for tigers too. The latter need to 
be saved ; white elephants don’t. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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The Prime minister 
is always quick to 
remark that a seg-
ment of the popu-

lation always seems to take the 
country’s economic and social 
success for granted. These nay-
sayers, he decries, are inevitably 
quick to latch onto perceived 
shortcomings, whereas they 
are far more withdrawn when 
it comes to giving the budding 
nation due credit for what it’s 
already accomplished. Well, he’ll 
doubtless be pleased to learn 
that the Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI), a leading inter-
national development think tank, 
published a case study earlier 
this week praising the country 
for having succeeded in trans-
lating “economic growth into 
concrete poverty reduction and 
improvements in human deve-
lopment.” It’s as good an oppor-
tunity as any for a little round of 
cautious self-congratulation. 

Entitled, “Mauritius’ Story: 
progress in economic conditions 
in Mauritius”, the document 
waxes lyrical about the country’s 
“success against all odds”. 
The thrust of the case study is 
threefold: Mauritius can boast of 
having a robust economy, it has 
succeeded in reducing inequality 

and it owes its competitiveness in 
large part to “high and equitable 
public investment in human de-
velopment”. And although the 
ODI’s paean will probably be of 
scant consolation to those who 
rightly feel that they have slipped 
through the meshes of this suc-
cess, it makes for relatively inte-
resting reading. 

The think tank attributes the 
country’s nonpareil track record 
to “a concerted strategy of nation 
building in the decades following 
independence [that] set the foun-
dations. This involved partnership 
among the major ethnic groups, a 
negotiated economic redistribu-
tion, a better balance of econo-
mic and political power and the 
building of strong institutions. 
These resulted in international 
arrangements that bolstered the 
emergence of a democratic deve-
lopmental state to ensure econo-
mic redistribution and inclusive 
political representation”. It cites 
the constitution, inclusive party 
system and an electoral process 
“that ensures the representation 
of ethnic groups” as the principal 
ingredients of this heady recipe. 

The report backs its assertions 
up with reams of fi gures. In the 
period between 1977 and 2008, 
the country’s average Gross Do-

mestic Product (GDP) growth 
rate was 4.6% (the rest of sub-
Saharan Africa trailed far behind 
at 2.9%); at $2 921, the average 
GDP per capita was far superior 
to that of its neighbours, “it was 
the only country in the region 
where household expenditure 
increased signifi cantly between 
1990 and 2008 and inequality fell 
from 45.7 to 38.9 as measured by 
the Gini coeffi cient. Other reasons 
to write home about include low 
poverty rates (by international 
standards), the eradication of ma-
laria and the lowest infant morta-
lity rates on the sub-continent. 

Time to pop open the bub-
bly then? Not quite. Sadly, the 
research paper fails to consider 
the country’s inability to go to the 
next level of nation building, na-
mely by creating a society where 
ethnic minorities no longer feel 
they need the reassurance of a 
Best Loser System. Moreover, it 
is also peppered with platitudes 
and inaccuracies. It affi rms, for 
instance, that “independent 
Mauritius inherited a system 
of free education and health 
services.” Navin Ramgoolam, 
who’s a stickler for historical de-
tail, might have something to say 
about that particular statement. 
There’s also a sentence about 

A new case study by the Overseas 
Development Institute is hugely 
complimentary about Mauritius’s 
economic performance since 
independence, which is gratifying 
to all concerned.

DevelopmentDevelopment
The symmetry  of successThe symmetry  



According to the ODI, the 
export processing zone 
played a key role in the 
country’s economic suc-
cess. Whether they agree is 
another issue altogether. 
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how the country’s “strong and 
inclusive institutions” were able 
to “redistribute political and eco-
nomic power from the wealthy 
minority (Franco-Mauritians), 
in particular to disadvantaged 
ethnic groups” that might ring a 
bit hollow.   

In fact, the case study, which 
is apparently the fruit of months 
of qualitative and quantitative re-
search, seems so enamoured with 
its idealized version of Mauritius 
that it shies away from exploring 
just how eroded some of these 
gains have become. Finally, for 
a development think tank, it ac-
cepts economic orthodoxy a 
little too readily as the following 
attests: “Capital and current ac-
counts were liberalized, contri-
buting to an investment and 
employment boom, and the high 
infl ow of FDI brought with it 
managerial know-how and mar-
ket access.”    

It’s perhaps also apposite 
to mention that this success is 
judged in relative terms. Among 
the other subjects tackled by this 
series of case studies, which aims 
to highlight “outstanding pro-
gress in development from seven 
countries in Africa,  in Cambo-
dia, progress in sanitation in Laos 
and progress in providing em-

ployment for the poor in India. 
Success, it seems, is largely in the 
eye of the Overseas Development 
Institute. 

Still, in these benighted times, 
it’s nice to know that our “over-
crowded barracoon”, as VS Nai-
paul notoriously described the 
country, is still being recognized 
for its accomplishments. Alison 
Evans, the director of ODI, is 
upbeat about the transforma-
tive potential of these research 
papers. Her ambition for them 
is that they will serve to inspire 
countries elsewhere to believe in 
their ability to prosper even when 
the odds seem stacked against 
them. “This set of case studies 
provides further evidence that 
sustained progress is possible, 
and sometimes in unexpected 
places. This should be good news 
for policy makers as they consi-
der ways to improve the results 
focus of development assistance,” 
she explains 

Fortunately for the docu-
ment’s credibility though, it 
goes on to concede that some 
mightily daunting challenges 
lie ahead. “Inequality is now ri-
sing, particularly between ethnic 
groups, with dominance of eco-
nomic over political powers; the 
country’s competitive advantage 

on the international market is 
shrinking; microeconomic deve-
lopments threaten to undermine 
medium- and long-term macroe-
conomic developments; and cli-
mate change and sea-level rises 
are posing risks to the sustainable 
development of Small Island De-
veloping States”, it warns.

That Mauritius is an example 
for the world will come as a sur-
prise to no one. Its journey since 
independence has been amazing 
by anyone’s standards. What the 
country needs now though is a 
broad consensus on how best to 
address present challenges. Seen 
under this light, the inability or 
unwillingness of political parties 
to put aside their petty partisan 
quibbles is reprehensible. Hope-
fully, “Sustained progress in eco-
nomic conditions in Mauritius” 
will serve to remind parties on 
both side of the (ever blurring) 
political divide of just how far 
we’ve come since 1968 and what 
we’re capable of accomplishing 
when everyone’s pulling in the 
same direction. First though, 
we’ll have to decide where it is 
we want to go. Only then can we 
start writing the next chapters of 
this success story. 

Nicholas RAINER 

Development
The symmetry  of successof success

Lessons learnt: 
reasons to be 
proud
The “lessons learnt” section 
says that Mauritius is proof 
that “reconciling high econo-
mic growth with reductions 
in inequality is possible – in 
this case with resolute and 
pragmatic government, 
complemented by strong 
institutions and equitable 
investments in human 
well-being.” It also cites a 
“pragmatic development 
strategy” that played to the 
country’s “competitive ad-
vantages and weaknesses” 
as an ingredient for econo-
mic success. Unsurprisingly, 
the document recognizes 
the contribution of Mauri-
tius’ “strong human capital 
foundation”, as well as a 
“concerted strategy of na-
tion building that put the 
institutional and infrastruc-
tural foundations in place 
to overcome several of the 
odds” stacked against the 
country. So far so good.  

What the 
country 

needs now 
though is 
a broad 

consensus 
on how best 
to address 

present 
challenges.



■■ At the Governor of the 
Bank of Mauritius’s dinner 
for economic operators, you 
did not seem very pleased 
with the Governor’s reproa-
ching you with making a lot 
of profi t. 

It’s not that I was not very 
pleased, but things have to be 
put in their proper context. We 
were being reproached with two 
things. One was the allegedly ex-
cessive profi t that we make and 
second was the lack of support 
to investment on the part of the 
banks. 

■ ■ Is that not justifi ed?
Of course not!
 

■ ■ Neither of these is justi-
fi ed? Aren’t you making a 
Rs.50 million-a-day profi t? 

Rs 50 million a day is an 
average based on end-of-year 
published results of all the 19 
banks that operate in Mauri-
tius – banks of varying sizes and 
with varying clientele and focus, 
operating domestically but also 
increasingly internationally with 
clients who are not based here.  
Remember also that end-of-year 
profi ts are dependent on a num-
ber of factors both on the reve-
nue side and on the expenditure 

side. Operational effi ciency 
sustained over the accounting 
year clearly increases profi ts just 
like enhanced revenue. This is 
where the criticism is unjusti-
fi ed. We are one of the most, if 
not the most effi cient sector of 
the economy. Is this not what we 
seek and like any other company, 
aren’t we here to make profi ts?

■ ■ Excessive profi t? At the 
expense of the customers?

No not at all. We work with 
the customer. I think we grow 
with the customer. You have to 
look at the number in terms of 
return on assets and return on 
equity. In fact, we are perhaps 
the industry with the lowest re-
turn on assets that you can get. 
Our return on assets is 1.5% or 
somewhere there. Second, our 
return on equity is comparable 
to other performing sectors. You 
also have to take into considera-
tion the higher risks we take. 

■ ■ Isn’t that just it? The Go-
vernor is also reproaching 
you with not taking enough 
risks. 

I think we tend to forget 
where the country has come to 
from the 60s, and the huge shift 
we had in the 70s, 80s and 90s 

would have never been possible 
without the full support of the 
banks. We tend to overlook the 
fact that the diversifi cation we 
had from the sugar industry 
and the monocrop economy to 
the number of economic pillars 
of growth that we have today 
would never had been possible 
without the banks and the banks 
have taken risks, huge risks in se-
veral cases.

■ ■ Up to now, I don’t think 
anybody denies that. I don’t 
think anybody denies that 
strong institutions, a strong 
fi nancial sector also means a 
strong economy. I think that 
the fl ak you get is because 
you don’t take enough risks 
anymore. You don’t lend mo-
ney easily to those who need 
it the most. 

 All our customers are trea-
ted equally and on the merit 
of their individual requests for 
credit.  It is also true that, since 
the advent of Basel II norms and 
even more so in the wake of the 
fi nancial crisis, the standards for 
assessing credit demands have 
been reinforced. While we have 
to apply these international stan-
dards in line with those very gui-
delines that have been developed 

by the central bank, we also take 
into consideration, at the indivi-
dual bank level, our own criteria 
such as the cost of capital for 
each bank, its risk appetite and 
the niche market in which it ope-
rates. And banks do give loans.

■ ■ Well, you do give loans. 
To those who need them the 
least…

 Each of us has our own 
credit committees and our own 
credit policies. Let us not  forget 
either that we have just come 
out of a huge fi nancial crisis 
when the global fi nancial sector 
was near to collapse, and all of 
us have drawn lessons from it. 
We haven’t suffered like others 
because fi rst, I think we were 
well regulated and well supervi-
sed, and secondly, unlike other 
fi nancial institutions in other 
countries, we did not indulge in 
risky lending and invest in toxic 
assets.  

■ ■ What do toxic assets mean 
in your banking jargon? 

That means that you go into 
all kinds of leveraging. You go 
into funding things that don’t 
make sense, or buying portfolios 
from others without looking at 
the underlying risk. 

■ ■ That’s very clear now!
I’ll give you an example: 

in the States, and this is where 
it all started, the two major 
banks gave housing loans to 
people with the expectation 
that house prices would go up 
and that would create a po-
sitive equity and they would 
always have a buffer. But then 
house prices started falling and 
people couldn’t pay and banks 
were not adequately covered in 
terms of security. And some of 
the loans that had been given by 
these banks had been clubbed 
together and sold to some other 
institutions, and this is what you 
call a toxic asset. So we haven’t 
gone into those kinds of com-
plex deals. We’ve kept our ban-
king system simple but also very 
robust. And we have survived.

■ ■ But some might say that 
you survived because you 
were too conservative. 

If you blame one bank for 
being conservative, I can un-
derstand. You can’t blame 19 
banks for being conservative. I 
think that banks are competing 
to give loans. That’s how they 
operate. 

■ ■ So you say that some 
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“Why is a company that makes a profi t 
of 100 million not taxed ?” 
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banks are conservative?
Of course, you would have 

different degrees of credit ap-
petite, you know. Typically, an 
international bank would be far 
more conservative in certain sec-
tors than others. That’s normal. 

■ ■ Are you conservative in 
your investments too? 

We have to be! The money 
we lend is not ours. It is deposi-
tors’ money and we have a duty 
of care towards the depositors’ 
money. We can’t just take it and 
lend it anyway we want. That’s 
one. Secondly, we are answe-
rable to our shareholders. So, 
we have to make sure that banks 
are run in a proper manner. 
And of course we lend money. 
We make profi t by lending.

■ ■ But are you lending to 
SMEs?

Today ALL banks have an 
SME desk. All of us try to be 
innovative in that sense. And 
that’s a sector that is going to 
grow and, as it grows and de-
velops, will become profi table.  
The relationship started by one 
bank with an SME, which will 
eventually profi t other banks as 
well. So, all banks want to have 
a fair share of this segment. But 
again, we can’t fi nance a project 
where a promoter has not put 
in a penny of his own money. 
The risk is too high and should 
be shared. And I can tell you 
that we are lending on a daily 
basis to SMEs. Helping SMEs 
everyday for viable projects, 
for projects that we think make 
sense, because we also have to 
protect the investor. We have to 
give him the right message and 
feedback. If we think a project is 
not likely to work, it’s our duty 
to tell the promoter, “We don’t 
think you should get involved in 
this. It is not safe for you.” 

■ ■ Coming back to this profi t 
of 50 million a day, is ban-
king a sector we should all 
go into? 

Cliché like these implying 
that banks are raking in profi ts 
are widespread here. I don’t 
know if you are aware of it, but 
more than half of that money 
comes from the offshore sector. 

■ ■ Not for all banks, surely. 
The big ones maybe.

Today, banks have only one 
banking licence and a bank can 
deal in the onshore and offs-
hore business under the same 
licence. Nearly all banks today 
have what we call segment B 
assets. 

■ ■ Segment B assets?
 Offshore assets or assets 

which give rise to “foreign 
source income”. Most of the 
profi t comes from there. 

■ ■ But with due respect, 
you’re operating here. 
Where the money comes 
from is rather irrelevant. 

It is. Except that you seem 
to be linking risk in the domes-
tic market to profi t generated 
at the international level and 
which is in line totally with the 
strategy put in place by the au-
thorities to develop Mauritius 
as an international fi nancial 
centre providing services both 
domestically but also globally. 
You have to look at what pro-
fi t we made on this market and 
whether we are taking a risk 
here. Profi ts are reported to the 
Central Bank on Segment A 
and Segment B. And risks that 
you take can only be attributed 
to Segment A on the balance 
sheet. The other profi t is from 
business we do abroad. Banks 
could have gone and established 
themselves in Singapore to do 
that business. We are in Mau-
ritius because there are facili-
ties that have been given and 
we pay tax on that basis. But 
to come back to the point of 
profi ts, I think it’s important to 
have a sound fi nancial business. 
I think it’s important for banks 
to be profi table. If not, we will 
have the problems that you’ve 
seen in Europe and elsewhere, 
where government money, tax-
payers’ money has gone to bail 
out banks. We haven’t had that 
in Mauritius. We must be proud 
of that and we should make 
sure that the banking sector is 
profi table and sound to conti-
nue helping the economy. 

■ ■ I don’t mean to deny you 
even the 25 million which 
you agree comes from our 
pockets. But you don’t seem 
to be satisfi ed. You are in-
creasing your charges all 
the time. Do we need to pay 
you for the privilege of you 
using our money?

As I said, this is a very com-
petitive sector with 19 banks, 
each trying to get a share of the 
market. With the advent of new 
banks and the possibility for the 
purely “offshore” banks also to 
come in onto the domestic mar-
ket, the choice for the consumer 
is very wide. Moreover, all the 
banks publish their charges 
both on their premises, on their 
websites and the websites of the 
Bank of Mauritius and of the 
MBA. There is full transparen-
cy in our charges. The customer 
thus has considerable choice to-
day. Look for the banks with the 
lowest charges. 

■ ■ What is the aim of having 
a bankers’ association? 

We have common issues 
that we need to discuss with 
the Central Bank and with 
policy makers to see how we 
can take banking forward. We 
are rather like a consultative 
group. For example, we are 
now talking about developing 
the capital market in Mauri-
tius. If one bank tried to do that 
on its own, it would be diffi -
cult. If all of us put our heads 
together, it becomes feasible. 

But let me reassure you, our 
association has nothing to do 
with price fi xing or cartels. 
Such issues are not discussed at 
the level of our association.  You 
just have to look at the indivi-
dual reaction on both lending 
and savings rates to the latest 
decrease in the Repo rate by the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
and you will see that each bank 
takes its own decision on these 
rates. Similarly for the other 
charges and fees.

■ ■ You have, as an associa-
tion, expressed your disap-
proval of certain aspects of 
the budget. Is it hard to give 
a bit of money back to the 
country which has allowed 
you to make it? 

We have no problem contri-
buting to government cof-
fers for the well-being of the 
country. We have done so under 
various counts in the context of 
the Additional Stimulus Pac-
kage, the Economic and Res-
tructuring Competitiveness 
Programme and the different 
budget exercises. We know 
that it will take more money 
to be able to close the gap on 
the budget defi cit. It is the un-
fairness which hurts. How can 
you tax one industry and not 
the others? I would understand 
if all profi table companies were 
taxed. Why is a company that 
makes a profi t of 100 million 
not taxed when a bank which 
makes 40 million is? That is the 
point we tried to make. 

 
■ ■ What do you think the lo-
gic behind that is?

It might be due to the fact 
that we are in the business of 
“money” itself. We buy and sell 
money, not any other commo-
dity or service! This leads to 
the perception that our profi ts 
are high. Nobody takes into 
account the risks we take, the 
return on equity and on assets. 
But we draw some comfort from 
the fact that this is a reaction the 
world over, not only here. We are 
an easy target, an easy prey. 

■ ■ How do the mighty ban-
kers become an easy target? 
I fi nd it hard to sympathize. 

We have been showing good 
profi ts. It is easy to apply a tax 
to the one sector. But we are not 
the only ones making profi ts. 

■ ■ So you’re not saying, “We 
don’t want to pay.” You’re 
saying, “The others should 
pay as well.” 

I’m saying we should be on 
a level playing fi eld. 

That every industry, every 
business should be treated 
the same? 

That’s right. And I think pe-
rhaps we haven’t done a good 
enough job as an industry as far 
as communication is concerned. 
We could explain more about 
how we make profi ts and what 

kind of risks we are taking. I 
know we will still get little sym-
pathy from the public but we 
need to communicate more. We 
have a continuous discussion 
line with the Governor and the 
Central Bank. It’s not the fi rst 
time he has asked us to look 
at our lending criteria. And as 
we’ve mentioned to him, we do 
that all the time, and if he fi nds a 
project that is viable that we re-
fused to support through a loan, 
let us know, and we are ready 
to look at it. With 19 banks, a 
viable project should get banks 
running after it. 

■ ■ And have you convinced 
him of your sincerity? 

We do that all the time; we 
try to convince him all the time. 
I think it’s a very healthy debate 
that we have with him and we 
will carry on doing that. We 
will carry on explaining what 
we are doing. The reproach of 
not lending enough is far less 
serious than if he were reproa-
ching us for recklessly lending 
money which does not belong 
to us. We would be putting the 
fi nancial services of Mauritius 
in jeopardy. We’d rather have 
him reproach us for not lending 
enough. 

■  ■  But you have too much 
liquidity! 

Yes, but we should not link 
the excess of liquidity to len-
ding criteria. Banks should have 
sound lending criteria. We need 
to separate these two. 

■  ■  The lesson is that just 
because we have too much 
money doesn’t mean we 
should take uncalculated 
risks?

Exactly! It’s like your own 
purse: just because you have 
money doesn’t mean you spend 
it in any way you wish. 

■  ■  I understand but if this 
trend continues, the day will 
come when you will tell me 
that I have to pay for you 
keep my money!

(Laughs) Like in Japan, 
right? I don’t think that will be 
the case. Just look at the balance 
sheet of the banking sector and 
you will see that there has been 
growth year after year. If we take 
2008, we lent Rs 345 billion, out 
of which Rs 167 billion to the 
private sector alone. Today, we 
are at Rs. 420billion, of which Rs 
220 billion to the private sector. 
It’s grown by nearly 75 billion 
rupees.  However, you will note 
that lending to the public sec-
tor has increased over the same 
period by only Rs 22 billion.  Is 
this not what is causing the ex-
cess liquidity in the system? If 
Government were to increase its 
domestic borrowing as opposed 
to borrowing externally in fo-
reign currency, maybe we would 
see the excess liquidity fall.

Touria PRAYAG

“The fact that 
we are in the 
business of 

“money”, we 
buy and sell 

money, leads 
to the wrong 
perception 

that our pro-
fi ts are high.”
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On its fi rst birthday, the bigwigs of the 
Competition Commission got together to 
take stock of the progress made towards 
encouraging competitiveness within the 
Mauritian economy. 

The Competition Commission of MauritiusThe Competition Commission of Mauritius

First Report CardFirst Report Card

The event was intended 
not just to educate the 
droves of private sec-
tor representatives 

and fi nancial technocrats in at-
tendance, but also to assess how 
successful the CCM has been in 
achieving its aim of encouraging 
competitiveness between enter-
prises and para-statals. 

A cursory analysis of its case 
record so far does not give much 
cause for optimism. Does the 
CCM have the sharp set of teeth 
required to take on the entrenched 
monopolies that have long domi-
nated our market? 

The CCM so far has conclu-
ded only two cases. In December 
2009, it began investigating IBL 
foods, which imports, amongst 
other products, Kraft cheese. The 
company which dominates 90% 
of the market for processed cheese 
and has a 70% share of the market 
for all kinds of cheese was char-
ged with abusing its position in 
order to keep out competitors by 
offering volume-related discounts 
to retailers in return for product 
placements and exclusion of its 
competitors. The CCM, although 
fi nding it in contravention of the 
Competition Act 2007, did not 
take any action, although the law 
provides for levying a heavy fi ne. 
Instead, it chose to advise IBL on 
remedial measures. Sahibdeen 
Mosadeq member of the steering 
committee of the International 

Network of Civil Society on Com-
petition (INCSOC) comments 
that “the fact that the CCM chose 
not to infl ict a fi nancial penalty on 
IBL, and preferred to give direc-
tives, may have contributed to the 
impression that its performance is 
lacklustre.”

At the same time, it began its 
second completed case, investi-
gating Air Mauritius Ltd and the 
Mauritius Association of IATA 
Travel Agents (MAITA), on the 
charge of allegedly fi xing prices on 
the market in relation to the service 
fees charged for various categories 
of air tickets. The conclusion of the 
CCM was that both parties had 
already remedied anti-competitive 
behavior and were not in breach of 
the Competition Act. 

 
Absence so far of any 
punitive measures 

Ongoing investigations include 
allegations of anti-competitive be-
haviour in the import of cattle and 
the beef market, importation of 
cement and unloading at the port, 
possible collusion in the market for 
secondary school books, a market 
study into the cement market and 
the merger of Event Strategy Ltd 
and LC Events Co Ltd. 

In the absence so far of any pu-
nitive measures against businesses, 
it isn’t surprising that consumers 
still regard the CCM with a degree 

of suspicion. “The CCM is taking 
time to inform consumers on its 
work,” states Sahibdeen Mosadeq 
“This may lead to unreal expecta-
tions where “some consumer or-
ganizations confuse competition 
issues with consumer protection 
issues.” 

The fact that the CCM “does 
not provide for a consumer re-
presentative on the Commission, 
while the Acting Chairman comes 
from the business community,” 
adds Mosadeq, only contributes 
to this sort of perception. 

The CCM has yet to sink its 
teeth into the monopolistic private 
sector; so far, slaps on the wrists are 
all we have got. The suspicions will 
continue until justice is seen to be 
done, rather than merely proclai-
med.  

Effective watchdog 
or toothless tiger

Despite the accuracy of the 
prescription, if the CCM is not em-
powered to take serious action then 
the entire exercise is little more than 
eyewash.  Not so claims John Da-
vies, outgoing Executive Director of 
the CCM, and former chief econo-
mist of the Competition Commis-
sion in the U.K, “the Competition 
Commission can force economic 
operators to open their markets to 
competitors. We can also advise the 
Government when its policies res-
trict competition.”

On paper, the powers of the 

commission are impressive. The 
Executive Director of the CCM 
has the power to obtain a warrant 
to enter and search premises and 
take possession of documents. 
The largest deterrent to anti-com-
petitive behaviour, however, is the 
CCM’s ability to penalize busi-
nesses with a maximum of ten 
percent of their annual turnover 
multiplied by the number of years 
the CCM found the restrictive 
practice to be in place (not excee-
ding fi ve years). Don’t CEOs feel 
that this excessive? Kiran Meetar-
bhan replies that the CCM “is not 
an instrument to protect competi-
tors but competition.”

Despite its impressive powers, 
the CCM does have limitations. In 
contrast to South Africa’s Compe-
tition Act, for example, its Mauri-
tian counterpart does not call for 
compulsory notifi cations in the 
case of the merger of two entities 
that may give rise to a monopoly-
like situation in the market. In ad-
dition to that, the Competition Act 
2003, which was replaced by the 
Competition Act 2007, called for 
the establishment of a competition 
tribunal. This was never applied, 
and the law that replaced it does 
not call for any such entity. 

Sahibdeen Mosadeq, a long-
term consumer advocate and 
member of the steering committee 
of the International Network of Ci-
vil Society on Competition (INC-
SOC), warns against prematurely 
calling a verdict on the effectiveness 
of the CCM, “One year is a short 

time to assess such an important 
institution as the CCM. From my 
point of view, the CCM’s achieve-
ment is appreciable, in the sense 
that it has been able to formulate 
the guidelines along which it will 
operate and initiate inquiries.”

Legal analyst Ashveen Gopee 
highlights the danger of a simpli-
fi ed understanding of the tasks 
of the CCM: “Strictly speaking 
the role of the commission is not 
limited only to pursuing cases but 
also, through its executive direc-
tors, to promote and advertise the 
provisions and the activities of the 
Commission.  I believe so far that 
they are doing a good job in this 
direction.”  

The obvious question 
when one looks at the pattern of 
ownership of the private sector in 
Mauritius is can it ever truly be 
competitive? The relatively small 
size of the Mauritian market cou-
pled with the fact that the Mauri-
tian private sector is dominated by 
family-owned and run businesses, 
often with strong historical links 
with one another, means that this 
high concentration of ownership 
provides the optimal conditions 
for the operation of collusion car-
tels and monopolistic practices. 

The CCM has its work cut out 
for it. Its ‘bilan’ so far is unimpres-
sive. But then again, one year is a 
short time. Will it really make a dif-
ference to the monopolies it has set 
out to eradicate? Only time will tell. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Monopoly positions 
With the passage of the Competition Act 2007, and the first compre-
hensive competition law ever enacted, Mauritius joins the ranks of the 
hundred or so other countries with competition legislation in their sta-
tute books. 
The Act prohibits businesses from practices that may restrict, prevent 
or distort competition. These, Kiran Meetarbhan explains, may take the 
form of “agreements which may include horizontal agreements, such 
as bid rigging and vertical agreements involving resale price mainte-
nance. Collusive non-collusive horizontal agreements, other vertical 
agreements, abuse of monopoly and a merger resulting into a substan-
tial lessening of competition in a relevant market.” 
Put into everyday legalese this means the CCM can act if it is found 
that competing businesses agree to set prices between themselves not 
to compete, Large businesses act in a way to squeeze out competitors 
and prevent new businesses from entering the market, and the case of 
a merger, where the merger of two competing businesses will lead to 
a monopoly-like dominance in the market. Any business that controls 
30% or more of the market for its particular good and service is under-
stood by the Act to be in enjoying a monopoly position. 
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First Report Card
Shhhhhh!

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

I wonder if MP Raffi ck Sorefan knows what the 
MMM stood for, way back when it used to be 
able to make people dream of a better Mau-
ritius. You’d think he would, wouldn’t you? Af-

ter all, he is a member of that party. Then I guess 
he is not to be blamed for his ignorance- how can 
he when the people who chose him to run for elec-
tion have themselves forgotten?

Had they remembered, they would never have 
given tickets to people like Sorefan or Ameer 
Meea. But let’s not waste too much of our time 
on Meea- he is a Shakeel Mohamed wannabe but 
he will soon learn like his idol did before him, that 
trying to be a Muslim-only politician will not take 
him very far. He’s young, he’ll learn.

Sorefan on the other hand, should know better. 
What is this nonsense about Muslim students not 
bbeing able to take advantage of the scholarships 
given by the State because they will be funded by 
proceeds from the lotto? 

In that case, maybe Sorefan should go further 
in his religious ponderings. He should then ask 
Muslims to refuse to go to public hospitals and 
accept free treatment, to refuse to use the roads, 
to refuse the subsidies paid by the government on 
fl our, rice and gas, to refuse to send their children 
to public schools, to refuse to use any services 
provided by government. After all don’t taxes on 
alcohol, cigarettes and gambling form the better 
part of government revenues? Aren’t they also ill-
gotten gains? 

What’s wrong with those politicians? Why do 
they always feel the need to wake up dormant ra-
cial feelings in people who usually just need a little 
push to turn into extremists?

This type of silly reasoning is not going to work 
with most Mauritians of Islamic faith as we saw 
with the Azaan episode. In fact, when I asked my 
Muslim friends what they thought of Sorefan’s 
little discourse, they frowned. I won’t repeat what 
they said; it’s not very fl attering.

On the other hand, there are people in all com-
munities who are ever ready to be taken on the 
zealous ride; all they need is a little spark of fear 
that will make them feel threatened.

Politicians obviously know this and instead 
of doing everything they can to reassure people, 
some play on it.

How dare Sorefan play with fi re like this? How 
dare he say such infl ammatory things? And his 
leader doesn’t think he should call Sorefan to or-
der? 

It’s the same logic that makes people like Me-
non Murday, president of the Tamil Temples Fe-
deration say to the Prime minister that he should 
appoint more “Tamil brothers”.  Note how he is 
worried about employment for the brothers, not 
the sisters. 

Oh how I wish there was a politician who would 
stand up to them all and say no and mean it. 

Yes, there was a time when each community had 
to fi ght to fi nd their place in the sun, to be counted 
and to be respected. But our forefathers have fought 
that battle for us so we wouldn’t have to. 

Can we please just let it rest now and be a 
people at long last? 

Why we need a competitive 
Private Sector
In his opening address, the 
Prime Minister Ramgoo-
lam situated the establish-
ment of the CCM within the 
wider context of economic 
reform. “The objective was 
to create an environment 
conducive to competition, to 
stop anti-competitive prac-
tices and abuse of dominant 
power, so that we can have, 
as far as possible, a level- 
playing field.” The setting up 
of a Competition Commis-
sion was also “in the wider 
context of the opening up of 
the economy and the further 
deregulation of our internal 
markets which are essential 
measures to allow Mauritius 
to cope with the new impera-
tives of globalization and li-
beralization. A dynamic and 
competitive private sector is 
critical to producing sustai-
ned socially inclusive growth 
in Mauritius.”
The advantages of a competi-
tive private sector are widely 
acknowledged; the existence 
of competition amongst bu-
sinesses in a country lays the 
foundation for creativity and 
innovativeness. This compe-
tition, however, takes place 

within a framework of sound 
basic ethics and universal 
applicability of legislation. 
Providing that framework is 
what the CCM is all about. 
A business not facing tough 
competition can sell goods 
and services of questionable 
quality and ignore the needs 
of its consumers with little 
incentive to change. 
Thus, the ultimate benefi -
ciary, as the logic goes, of a 
competitive business climate 
is the consumer who is able 
to enjoy a greater choice of 
goods and services at com-
petitive and fair prices. In 
addition, Kiran Meetarbhan, 
Deputy Executive Director, 
claims that “The existence of 
competitive markets reduces 
the scope for corruption be-
cause impersonal market 
forces replace other types of 
decision-making.” It is true 
that having a competition law 
extends this benefi t, because 
of the increased transparency 
that is provided by having a 
process for receiving and in-
vestigating complaints and 
assessing them against the 
balanced criteria provided in 
the competition law.

Customers at the 
supermarket till no 
doubt hoping for better 
deals.

The Prime minister 
addresses the CCM 
workshop under the 
watchful eye of John 
Davies, Executive 
Director of the CCM.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities

Still so much to be done…

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S ]

Disability… a word 
that may seem 
unrelated to your 
personal preoc-

cupations, unless you or one 
of your loved ones suffers 
from a form of impairment. 
The International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities 
observed on 3rd December 
each year brings the oppor-
tunity to refl ect on the place 
of such people in Mauritius. 

Mauritius is a signatory of 
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, which be-
came international law on 3rd 
May, 2008. Defi ning and ac-
knowledging disability is the 
fi rst step in understanding 

and accepting it. The Conven-
tion does not explicitly defi ne 
disability. Its preamble states: 
“Disability is an evolving con-
cept, and that disability results 
from the interaction between 
persons with impairments and 
attitudinal and environmental 
barriers that hinders full and 
effective participation in so-
ciety on an equal basis with 
others.” Typically, however, 
disability is understood as 
long-term physical, mental, 
intellectual or sensory impair-
ments.

The barriers to the partici-
pation of persons with physi-
cal disabilities in active life are 
many. The laws in Mauritius 
that relate to the rights of per-

sons with disabilities, focus es-
sentially on employment, such 
as the Training and Employ-
ment of Disabled Persons Act 
and the Employment Rights 
Act. Raj Soodeehul, president 
of the NGO, “Association 
pour la protection des droits 
des handicappés” believes that 
there is still a lot of prejudice 
and discrimination against 
persons with disabilities. “If 
they are able to fi nd a job,” he 
says, “their boss does not un-
derstand them or the problems 
that they face. As a result, they 
are treated harshly.” Reynolds 
Permal, president of the NGO 
“Lizié dan la main”, on the 
other hand, is a bit more opti-
mistic. His view is that the si-
tuation has evolved, although 
he concedes that progress has 
been very slow. 

Both men agree, however, 
that not enough is being done 
in terms of sensitizing the pu-
blic to the rights of persons 
with disabilities. “People do 

not realize that disability is 
something that can happen 
to anyone!” deplores Raj See-
dohul. “A person can be born 
with a disability but he can 
also acquire one during his 
life, because of an accident or 
illness.” Reynolds Permal says 
that people need to be educa-
ted on the needs of persons 
with disabilities, so they can 
understand how to make the 
changes that will support their 
integration into everyday life.

According to law, per-
sons with disabilities should 
be entitled to 3% of jobs in 
companies employing over 
35 people. But the question 
remains whether persons with 
disabilities would actually be 

able to reach their place of 
work, as accessibility remains 
a major challenge in Mauri-
tius. The country’s infrastruc-
ture is not disability-friendly. 
Imagine yourself with a disa-
bility, trying to move on a pa-
vement, go upstairs, or board 
a bus. “We have raised the 
matter of accessibility with the 
authorities many times, but 
nothing has been done so far,” 
says Reynolds Permal. “As a 
visually impaired person, I 
myself have great diffi culty 
in getting aboard a bus. The 
steps are far too high. Even a 
person without any disability 
may fi nd it diffi cult,” he adds. 
Inclusion must therefore be 
accompanied by a number of 
measures. Infrastructure can 
cause exclusion as much as at-
titude and perception do. The 
same issues apply to educa-
tion. Access to education for a 
child with a physical disability 
is often limited to specialized 
schools, explains Reynolds 
Permal, because teachers in 
mainstream schools do not 
have the adequate training to 
deal with students with special 
needs. And, of course, schools 
would need to solve the pro-
blem of infrastructure and 
ensure that they have learning 
tools to support the needs of 
pupils who may be deaf or 
blind. 

Public perception and the 
input of the authorities would 
be two important elements of 
change. Inclusion, explains 
Reynolds Permal, must be ac-
companied by a possibility for 
the person’s development. “It 
is not enough for the person to 
be present amongst able-bo-
died people. He or she should 
be supported in understan-
ding what is happening and 
should be actively involved. 
Passive presence means no-
thing,” he says.

Raj Seedoohul deplores 
that the law for persons 
with disabilities is not strong 
enough. “It is not in a position 
to protect them from violence, 
harassment and other forms of 
discrimination,” he says. 

A certain law called the 
Equal Opportunities Act 
might have been useful in this 
respect, but it has not yet been 
promulgated in Mauritius. 
Would it be too much to hope 
that we could one day see a 
Disabilities Discrimination 
Act in our country? 

Melissa LOUIS

“People do 
not realize 

that 
disability is 
something 

that can 
happen to 
anyone!”

A fl ight of steps becomes an 
insurmountable obstacle.....
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Gravy Train 
to Liberation

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

II am not a Feminist, and contrary to the conclusion that 
many have already reached, my lovely Y chromosome 
has nothing to do with it. It’s not for nothing that I make 
this observation. The poor showing of Mauritius when 

it comes to Gender Equality and Development on the Mo 
Ibrahim index and the ever growing cases of violence against 
women shock no one. 

But why is the feminist movement so spectacularly ineffec-
tive in infl uencing national debate? Social conservatism is not 
alone to blame. It also has to do with the ideological and social 
character that the movement has assumed. While a woman 
born to a working class household traces her oppression to the 
culture of deprivation that haunts her daily existence, the re-
latively well-off woman of the petite bourgeoisie traces hers as 
fl owing directly from her gender. Patriarchy is thus understood, 
not as a social but as a biological phenomenon rooted in the 
nature of men.   

Thus, the proliferation of kitschy statements like “we want 
men to be 50% of the solution and not 100% of the problem.” 
The trouble with such explanations is, if biology is indeed to 
blame, why have matriarchal societies, few as they may have 
been, ever existed? 

This tunnel-vision is refl ected in their simplistic demands: 
if men are the problem and women the solution, then have 
more women in politics! Doesn’t matter whether the particu-
lar woman holds reactionary views. The demands are limited 
to achieving Gender parity in parliament or the less than in-
cisive observation that “had a woman drawn up the budget it 
would have been different.” Obviously these ladies haven’t been 
informed that Margaret Thatcher was one of the icons of neo-
liberalism, unless one is prepared to draw a direct correlation 
between one’s economic proclivities and one’s gender. 

This paradigm is uniquely self-serving too, for if there is 
need to recruit women politicians and CEOs, guess who’s stan-
ding in line, resume in hand? Save a few cursory denuncia-
tions of domestic violence, the rhetoric is for the attainment of 
abstract rights, anything to take away the fetters for the social 
mobility of our militants. 

This strategy excludes all other ‘unenlightened’ women 
‘from the lower orders’, since the ‘secondary’ question of poli-
tical economy is sidelined in favour of an abstract and vacuous 
Hegelian discourse of struggling against ‘symbols of patriarchy’ 
be they linguistic, in advertising or in literature; a subject that 
is quite simply of little or no interest to the vast majority of 
women who happen to be either poor or well-off but genuinely 
enlightened. Feminism is thus transformed into an aristocratic 
preoccupation of ambitious women, some qualifi ed some not, 
organized into mutual admiration societies (NGOs I think they 
call them) gleefully shooting manifestoes at one another and 
sharing recycled jokes around the coffee table at conferences.  
Betty Freidan’s bored housewife is the frame of reference at 
the expense of Clara Zetkin’s Proletarian woman. Far from 
raising the conditions of the Mauritian woman, our militants 
do it a disservice by miring it in unintelligible garb that repels 
all who chance across it. 

Where is the analysis of the budget from the standpoint of 
the poor and marginalized woman? Where are the exhorta-
tions and attempts to organize poor women to improve their 
working conditions? Where is the effort to situate the women’s 
struggle within the rubric of wider socio-economic transfor-
mation? Every collective gain made for poor women is worth 
a thousand CEOs and politicians who happen to have a double 
X chromosome. 

It’s high time we dumped Friedan and rediscovered Zet-
kin, Kollontai, Beauvoir and Saumoneau. Maybe, just maybe, 
we may rid ourselves of this, I daresay, bourgeois self-serving 
feminism. As a sweetener, we get to climb up the Mo Ibrahim 
index too!

Now, will the real women please stand up? 

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S

From afar, it looks like lacework. Its intricacy 
is astounding. On a closer look, you realize 
that this is a 2000-year old Chinese tradi-
tional art. The exhibition organised by the 

Chinese Cultural Centre last week was an attempt 
at introducing this art of paper cutting to Mauritius. 
This art has remained present in the folkloric lands-
cape of China as local artists have sought to use it to 
dynamically represent the various facets of Chinese 
culture. It has proved to be an effective way of cap-
turing the passage of time with the use of scissors.  

Some 120 Mauritian children and adults are pre-
sently being initiated to this art.  Beemul Khemraz, 20 
years old and a student of Fine Arts is one of them.  “It is 
a very enriching experience and a fruitful way to spend 
my school holidays,” says Beemul while making out an 
elaborate pattern in paper with a pair of scissors.  For 
Anisa Cassim, 13 years old, “This four-week workshop 
has allowed me to discover another aspect of  Chinese 
culture.”  The exhibition is now open and the public will 
be able to contemplate the intricate designs until the 3rd 
December at the Chinese Cultural Centre.

Majhegy MURDEN

The ‘Maurice Ile Durable’ (MID) project is 
drawing a lot of attention.  On Monday, academics, 
members of the (MID) secretariat, members of the 
Mauritius Employers Federation (MEF) and several 
scientifi c and technical experts joined Professor Joël 
de Rosnay, Special Advisor to the Prime minister, at 
the seminar on MID organised by the Mauritian Aca-
demy of Science and Technology (MAST) in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Public Infrastructure and 
the University of Mauritius last Monday. Their aim 
was the same: to elaborate on the status of Mauritius 
in the MID project and propose measures for “Mau-
ritius on the Road to Sustainability.”  

The MID project was announced by Prime 
Minister Navin Ramgoolam in 2008.  At that time, 
the main objectives, as elaborated by Professor Joël 
de Rosnay, were to make Mauritius less dependent 
on fossil fuel, with a target of 65% autonomy by 
the year 2028, through increased utilization of re-
newable energy in general.  The setting up of an 
Eco Park and a World Ecological Forum to be 
held in 2011 was also talked about.  Today, while 

the pioneer of the project argues, in an interview to 
l’Express Dimanche, that the MID project is more 
of a “ti-MID”, rather than the ambitious project 
they initially had in mind, Khalil Elahee talks of the 
need for an “Ecological Stimulus Package”.  

The MID project has been generating much 
interest but also much rhetoric together with scep-
ticism.  The general feeling seems to refl ect the ur-
gency of constructive and sustainable action.  At the 
opening ceremony of a Workshop on MID held on 
Wednesday last at the Swami Vivekananda Inter-
national Convention Centre, Navin Ramgoolam 
stressed that “The ‘Urgency of NOW’ is imperative 
if we are to safeguard our environment,” and called 
on all Mauritians to come together and rally behind 
the MID initiative and “be part of this national ef-
fort to put our country on the path of irreversible 
sustainable development.”    Let’s hope that this not 
just another example of political rhetoric!

M.M

The MID Project in the limelight

Paper-cuts Exhibition 
at the Chinese Cultural Centre
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The PNQ of the Hon Leader of the 
Opposition on Cancun Climate Change 
Summit (incidentally attended by no 
Head of State or Government so far) 
highlights the paucity of information on 
CO2 and SO2 emissions resulting from 
electricity production in the country. 
The Minister of Environment and Sus-
tainable Development unable to respond 
to Paul Berenger grilling later in the day 
assaulted the hapless Independent Power 
Producers (IPP) as being the worst air 
polluter. The latter at times deserve such 
spanking as they are unable to articulate 
their contribution to national develop-
ment. They are providing electricity at 
reasonable cost compared to the C.E.B 
own production cost, CO2, SO2, parti-
culate and noise emissions within inter-
national norms. They have innovated in  
coal//bagasse combustion technology to 
produce base load power year round .It 
has resulted in optimizing bagasse use  
Brazil always invokes our coal/bagasse 
success story in the development of its 
power sector.

In 2008  C.E.B generated 910 Gwh 
(1 Gwh= 1 million kwh) of which 803 
Gwh from its thermal plants using 
Heavy Fuel Oil and kerosene as fuels. 
IPP produced 1365 Gwh from coal and 
bagasse which they dispatched to the 
C.E.B grid. Coal accounted for about 
910 Gwh and the rest bagasse. It must 
be noted that about 50% of the electricity 

and steam produced by bagasse is used 
internally by the sugar factories for sugar 
processing.

All fuels emit CO2 and SO2 on 
combustion except bagasse for SO2. 
C.E.B used about 20,000 tonnes of 
kerosene, 120,000 tonnes of High 
Sulphur Fuel Oil 380 cst and 50,000 
tonnes of a lower viscosity Heavy Fuel 
Oil for its plants in St. Louis and Fort 
Victoria power stations. Using inter-
national conversion rates for Arabian 
Gulf liquid fuels and South African 
coal, the total CO2 emissions of C.E.B 
plants for the production of 803 Gwh 
amounts to 540,000 tonnes and 8500 
tonnes of SO2.

Coal combustion emits 1,200,000 
tonnes of CO2 (twice the amount for 
liquid fuels) and 10,000 tonnes of 
SO2 for roughly the same amount of 
electricity generated by liquid fuels. 
The high pollution index of coal is 
compensated by the low cost of elec-
tricity generated. The marginal cost of 
electricity produced by  coal is about 
half that of Heavy Fuel Oil. Electricity 
produced by bagasse is CO2 neutral 
as sugarcane plants act as an effi cient 
CO2 sink through the process of pho-
tosynthesis. Sugar cane plantations fi x 
an enormous amount of CO2 in the 
form of cane tops, cane stalks and 
sucrose (sugar of which we produce 
about 450,000 tonnes annually.) It 

would be trite but still true to say that 
our carbon footprints is neutral.

The country will soon feel 
the strain of supply-de-
mand 

Our green theologians should refl ect 
on the environmental sins of  industrial 
nations such as USA, China, Germany, 
India, Australia among others using coal 
in electricity generation. Despite the 
ecological pudence of many policy ma-
kers, the importance of coal in electricity 
production worldwide is set to continue 
reaching 44% of the global electricity in 
2030. Our experts believe that 60% of 
our electricity in the 2030’s will be pro-
vided from renewables

A consultant  hired by the Ministry of 
Renewable Energy  and Public Utilities  in his 
fi nal report submitted on 26th Feb 2010 rec-
kons that  coal based generation of electricity 
in Mauritius planned until 2025 would be 
0.000027 %  of the total coal based genera-
tion in the world. Our contribution to global 
warning!

The medium term option for C.E.B to 
expand its base load capacity is a matter of 
concern - the utility will be facing increase 
in power demand arising from new projects 
such as Jen Fei, Banani cement, new develop-
ment complex at Les Salines (Port-Louis), 

Airport of Mauritius new Terminal and a 
plethora of shopping malls sprouting all over 
the duty free island. The consultant to the 
Ministry of Renewable Energy and Public 
Utilities in its report analysed two scenarios. 
In both cases addition of 2x15 MW at Fort 
Victoria phase 1 (already operational) and 
4x15 MW at Fort Victoria phase  2 (to be  
operational in 2012)  are included. Howe-
ver scenario 1 includes also C.T Power 100 
MW coal based station, Gamma/Coventa 
20 MW waste to incineration project and a 
Wind power station  of  25MW at Curepipe  
Point (all to be operational by 2012/13)

Scenario 2 takes on board  only the 25 
MW wind power station at Curepipe Point. 
Wind  power being intermittent should be 
backed up by a standby unit of fi rm capacity 
or adequate spin reserve to maintain the in-
tegrity of the grid.

After the statement of Professor de 
Rosnay that C.T Power and Gamma Co-
venta projects are things of the past and the 
diffi culty faced by C.E.B and Central Pro-
curement Board with the award of the fi rst 
part of the Fort Victoria phase 2 Project, the 
country will soon feel the strain of a tight 
supply-demand equation. The authorities 
should take immediate action in addressing 
this issue as it might negatively impact on 
our image of the Tiger of the Indian Ocean.

An Observer 

Electricity Generation and Sustainable Development: 

Inconvenient TruthsInconvenient Truths
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Open Letter to the Prime Minister] 

 [ L ’ E X P R E S S Y O U R S E L F 

Liberty, Equality, Humanity, Liberty, Equality, Humanity, 
Ecology and FeminismEcology and Feminism

An Apple a day]

“I wonder if I’ve been changed in the night? 
Let me think. Was I the same when I got 
up this morning? I almost think I can re-
member feeling a little different. But if I’m 

not the same, the next question is ‘Who in the world 
am I?’ Ah, that’s the great puzzle!” 

Lewis Carroll’s masterpiece, Alice in Wonderland, 
revolves around Alice’s out-of body surreal sensations 
of shrinking and outgrowing spaces, bizarre halluci-
nations and disorientation… A childhood tale? Not 
quite. What Carroll is so succinctly describing through 
Alice’s absurd experience and loss of perspective is a 
migraine.

A migraine, a real one, is not your run-of-the- mill 
headache and surprisingly a large number of people 
who have been labelled as having migraines simply 
have tension headaches. A tension headache feels like a 
tight band around the head, the pain is steady and is as-
sociated with no other symptoms. Practically everyone 
has had a tension headache and it is a straight forward 
affair, treated with a touch of paracetamol and aspirin. 
No need for a brain scan or fancy drugs or acupuncture 
or whatever else the internet is advertising these days.

A migraine on the other hand is nasty business. 
Migraines are viciously severe,  throbbing relentlessly 
in a specifi c region of the head, often behind the eye. 
Nausea and vomiting are common features and many 
migraineurs will describe fl ashing lights and funny sen-
sations, like warning signs before being hit. 

Migraines are thought to arise when brain nerve 
cells are over-stimulated and fi re off excessively. Some 
people are more prone to migraines because of an in-
creased sensitivity of their nerve cells. Although there 
have been entire books devoted to the identifi cation 
of triggers for migraine, current research so far is in-
conclusive. Some say it’s red wine, some say it’s choco-
late, some say it’s preservatives. If I had a penny every 
time someone identifi ed a new trigger, I’d  be living 
on my private Caribbean island- or at least I’d be dri-
ving a better car. Bottom line is: each migraineur has 
an individualised set of triggers that may not apply to 
someone else.

Migraine treatment has been one of the greatest 
challenges of modern medicine. Back in the dark ages, 
it was thought that migraines were caused by evil spi-
rits trapped inside the poor sufferer’s head and the cure 
consisted of drilling a hole in the skull (a process known 
as trephination, should you care to know) to allow the 
aforementioned evil to escape. Although somewhat in-
tuitive, very few patients survived the treatment.

Thankfully we have come a long way since. For 
acute treatment during an attack, agents such as suma-
triptan and anti-vomiting agents are quite effi cacious 
especially if they are started at the fi rst warning sign. 
Migraine prophylaxis is also worth considering if your 
migraines are out of control and are signifi cantly im-
pacting on your life. Low dose antidepressants, anticon-
vulsants and beta blockers can reduce the frequency of 
migraines although they have side effects that should 
be taken into account.

Migraines can be cruelly debilitating and managing 
them properly can be diffi cult. It is recommended that 
migraineurs try and identify their own triggers and 
avoid them like the plague. The current available me-
dication should be trialled as should the prophylaxis. 
Failing that, there’s always Neolithic trephination…

By Dr Zina Valaydon

A 
sledgehammer 

to the head
Attention: Hon. Dr. Navin 

Ramgoolam Prime Minister Re-
public of Mauritius 

This 2nd of December 2010 
Dear Sir, 
Rezistans ek Alternativ 

writes in the context of the visit 
of a representative of the Uni-
ted Kingdom, Princess Anne, 
in Mauritius from 1st to the 4th 
of December 2010, and in the 
context of the struggle to com-
plete the decolonisation of our 
territory, dismembered since In-
dependence time. 

The failure to recover part 
our territory, the Chagos Ar-
chipelagos, after more than 42 
years of Independence, should 
open the door for a complete 
re-appraisal of the strategies and 
tactics adopted by the Mauritian 
State and its elites since Indepen-
dence. 

The recent annexure of the 
maritime zone surrounding the 
Chagos Archipelagos, by the 
United Kingdom, under the dis-
guiseof the “Marine Protected 
Areas   further exposes the com-
plete bankruptcy of the strategies 
and tactics of successive Mauri-
tian governments in relation to 
the return of the Chagos Archi-
pelagos within the Mauritian 
Republic. Not only the land of 
Chagos are still under occupation 
but now all the maritime zone are 
under further occupation and 
rule of the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America. 

According to Rezistans ek 
Alternativ, one of the fundamen-
tal reasons of this utter failure is 
the stand taken by the Mauritian 
state since the mid 80’s to offi -
cially accept the presence of the 
US military Base on Diego Gar-
cia, and no more calling for the 
demilitarisation of the Chagos 
and the Indian Ocean. By trying 
to deny the undeniable objective 
fact that the Chagos Archipe-
lagos is under occupation BE-
CAUSE of the existence of the 
US military base, the Mauritian 
State and its elites have objecti-
vely further contributed to colo-
nise our country. 

The capitulated stand of the 
Mauritian State and its elites on 
the issue of the closure of the 
military base, unfortunately mir-
rors the stand taken by the Mau-
ritian elites during the process 
of Independence. At the time of 
the Constitutional Conference, 
members of the Mauritian dele-
gation, more precisely those re-
presenting the private sector and 
the political right wing PMSD, 
formerly accepted the presence 

of the US Military base, thus 
colluding to the dismembering 
of the Mauritian Territory, in 
exchange of „economic advan-
tages  mainly in the interest of 
the sugar oligarchy. All the offi -
cial records are now available to 
prove this undeniable collusions 
of the Mauritian economic elites. 

The stand of the Mauritian 
State to accept the US military 
base has also contributed to the 
US feeling free to perform mas-
sive upgrading of the base in Diego 
Garcia. In an article published by 
the UK Telegraph on the 25th 
October 2010, it is revealed that 
the “The US is also investing ano-
ther £126 million on upgrading 
infrastructure at the British-owned 
Indian Ocean atoll of Diego Gar-
cia, 700 miles south of Sri Lanka. 
Key among the upgrades at Diego 
Garcia, which are due for comple-
tion in 2013, will be the capability 
to repair a nuclear-powered gui-
ded-missile submarine which can 
carry up to 154 cruise missiles 
striking power equivalent to that 
of an entire US aircraft carrier 
battle group. Diego Garcia, which 
has served as a launch-pad for air 
strikes on Iraq and Afghanistan, is 
already home to one third of what 
the US navy calls its Afloat Prepo-
sitioned Force equipment kept on 
standby to support military de-
ployment anywhere in the world.” 

The UK-USA 
shameful conspiracies

Recent leaks of the Cablegate 
from Wikileaks, which will soon be 
available to the public via internet, 
will certainly unfold other pages of 
the UK-USA shameful conspira-
cies and plans on the Chagos and 
Diego Garcia. According to Wi-
kileaks, there are 259 records on 
the issue of Diego Garcia and Cha-
gos, in addition to 73 Confidential 
documents, 4 Secrete documents 
and 118 Unclassified documents 
from Cables exchanges from the 
US Embassy in Port Louis. 

If, there is one lesson, we have 
learned from the Independence 
process and the present reality, it is 
that the sovereignty of the land and 
our people, including those of the 
Chagos, are NEVER negotiable. 

The unprincipled stand of 
the State of Mauritius, has been 
further exposed while Mauritius 
was hosting African conference 
on Peace and Security in Africa, 
on Friday 17th September 2010, 
held at the University of Mauri-
tius. The Mauritian government 
did not take a principled stand to 

neither oppose the US Military 
base on our territory, nor in favour 
of the demilitarisation and peace of 
the Indian Ocean. The only men-
tion of the Chagos in the official 
speech of the Minister of External 
Hon. Arvin Boolell, Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, Regional Integration 
and International Trade was that 
Mauritius will “participate actively 
in the operationalisation of the Pe-
lindaba Treaty, the African Nuclear 
Weapon Free Zone Treaty – com-
monly - which proclaims Africa, 
including the Chagos Archipelago, 
a zone free of nuclear weapons.” 

Implementing the Pelindaba 
Treaty without questioning the 
very principle of the US Military 
base, will only mean the further 
„stabilisation” of the occupation 
of Diego Garcia and Chagos Ar-
chipelagos. As a movement strug-
gling for the complete closure of 
the US military base of Diego 
Garcia, Rezistans ek Alternativ do 
not „support  such a „stabilisation  
and „legitimisation  process by Mi-
nister Boolell. The implementation 
of the Pelindaba Treaty should be 
part of the demilitarisation strategy 
of Diego Garcia. 

Rezistans ek Alternativ believes 
that time has come for the Mauri-
tian State to completely re-apprai-
sed its stand, and „changer son 
fusil d’epaule  to officially oppose 
the US military base itself. 

This is why in the context of 
the visit of a representative of the 
United Kingdom in Mauritius, 
Princess Anne, we call on you and 
members of your government to 
officially take a stand to state that 
Mauritius is calling for the closure 
of the US military base and will 
persue actions in international fora 
a on this issue. 

The struggle on the Chagos 
issue is a three fold inseparable 
and interconnected related 
issues: the closure of the US 
military base, the return of the 
Chagos and the right of the 
Chagossian people. The failure 
of the Mauritian State and its 
elites to advance on the Chagos 
question stems from the unprin-
cipled separation of these three 
interconnected issues. 

The visit of a representative 
of the United Kingdom in Mau-
ritius, Princess Anne, should 
mark a historical turn on stand 
on the Chagos issue by the State 
of Mauritius. This is why we are 
writing this open letter to you. 
We sincerely hope you will pay 
attention to our views.

Ashok SUBRON & Ian JACOB 
Rezistans ek Alternativ
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ESPIONAGE or journalism? 
Something in between? Both? 
The WikiLeaks global contro-
versy, which this week provi-
ded countless munitions to 
newsrooms around the world, 
highlights, amidst so many side is-
sues, one purpose of government 
(in this case the US) – that of 
preventing security threats from 
abroad – confl icting with another, 
that of protecting constitutional 
rights of expression. Striking the 
right balance is quite complex, if 
not impossible, according to seve-
ral lawyers and journalists. This is 
especially true in this Internet age 
of hackers, self-appointed public 
policy watchdogs, and thousands 
of online “publications” with 
agendas as diverse and complex 
as international relations. 

Including this week’s extra-
ordinary disclosure, WikiLeaks 
has so far released more than 
700 000 classifi ed documents 
about US military and diplo-
matic activity – 92 000 on the 
Afghan war, 392 000 on the 
Iraq war, and now nearly 250 
000 secret diplomatic cables. 
There’s more to come, unless 
Australian-born Julian Assange, 
founder and sole spokesperson 
of WikiLeaks, is not silenced 
in the mean time. Hiding 
somewhere in Europe - Inter-
pol is calling for his arrest (what 
a coincidence!) for a completely 
different case pertaining to al-
leged sex crimes in Sweden 
- Assange, in his late 30s, said 
that his site will release more 
inside information, this time 
on business interests. He said 

he considered these charges 
“as part of a smear campaign 
against him.”

According to the New York 
Times (one of the fi ve newspa-
pers to get advance copies of the 
leaks; with Le Monde, The Guar-
dian, Der Spiegel and El Pais), 
“Assange, being a clever guy, is 
well aware of the reality (…) Like 
the Marxists of yore, he’s a heigh-
ten-the-contradictions kind of guy. 
His theory of what WikiLeaks 
might accomplish: the more se-
cretive or unjust an organization 
is, the more leaks induce fear and 
paranoia in its leadership and 
planning coterie.” 

Interestingly, the Washing-
ton Post noted that the last leak 
that approached the size of the 
WikiLeaks releases was the 
Pentagon Papers during the 
Nixon administration. “The 
Supreme Court slapped down 
President Richard Nixon’s ef-
fort to stop newspapers from 
publishing those papers. But 
the leaker, ex-Pentagon analyst 
Daniel Ellsberg, was charged 
under the Espionage Act with 
unauthorized possession and 
theft of the papers.”

WikiLeaks describes itself 
as a “not-for-profi t media or-
ganization” whose goal is to 
“bring important news and 
information to the public.” 
The organization started its 
operations in 2006 with a post 
offi ce box at the University of 
Melbourne in Victoria, Austra-
lia. Since then, WikiLeaks has 
been operating under several 
domain names around the 

world. Other than Assange, 
the only other name connec-
ted to WikiLeaks is US Army 
analyst Bradley Manning. He 
was arrested in May and later 
charged with violations of the 
Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice in conjunction with “trans-
ferring classifi ed data on to his 
personal computer and adding 
unauthorized software to a 
classifi ed computer system,” 
as well as “communicating, 
transmitting and delivering 
national defense information 
to an unauthorized source”.

The 9/11 
of diplomacy

According to experts, the 
WikiLeaks do not fall under 
the US Espionage Act of 1911. 
“The current law can be used 
to prosecute those who leak and 
publish classifi ed information 
that creates a national security 
risk. But the purpose of the act 
is primarily to tackle espionage, 
and it has never been invoked 
successfully against a media or-
ganization, especially because of 
the constitutional prwotections 
for free speech upheld by the 
Supreme Court in a number of 
cases that have limited the ap-
plication of the Espionage Act.” 
However, if charges are fi led 
against Assange under the law 
in the US, then he would face 
extradition under the controver-
sial UK-US extradition treaty, 
which provides special measures 
for extraditions between the 
two countries.

Probably more than anyone 
else, US Secretary of State Hilla-
ry Clinton is trying to stop fur-
ther disclosure on the one hand, 
while, on the other hand, trying 
to fi x the diplomatic damage. 
“This disclosure is not just an at-
tack on America’s foreign policy 
interests,” she declared Monday. 
“It is an attack on the internatio-
nal community.”  The motives 
behind the leaks are still unclear 
but some believe that they could 
be domestic and political in na-
ture. The attackers could possibly 
be US elements targeting the 
Obama administration, as op-
posed to attacks from abroad…

While Clinton is now dis-
missing the impact the leaks may 
have on future U.S. diplomatic ef-
forts, for many WikiLeaks sound 
like the “9/11 of diplomacy”.
Assange told Time magazine that 
Clinton should resign “if it can be 
shown that she was responsible 
for ordering U.S. diplomatic fi -
gures to engage in espionage in 
the United Nations in violation of 
international agreements.”  

To have a good overview 
of the cables released, check 
The Guardian’s interactive 
guide (http://www.guardian.
co.uk/world/interactive/2010/
nov/28/us-embassy-cables-
wikileaks). You will be able 
to “mouse over the world 
map” which makes it easier 
to browse the documents by 
country, subject or people…
One thing for sure: Assange 
and Wikileaks will be in the 
world news for many many 
weeks to come…

by Nad SIVARAMEN

“WikiLeaks”“WikiLeaks”

The invisible line between The invisible line between 
espionage and journalismespionage and journalism
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Mauritius bids to become ‘springboard’ Mauritius bids to become ‘springboard’ 
to India and Chinato India and China
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 (CNN) -- Mauritius, a tiny is-
land located off the south-east 
coast of Africa, is an “ideal 
platform” for investors loo-
king to tap into Asia’s growing 
economies, according to one of 
the country’s fi nancial experts. 
One of Africa’s most prospe-
rous and stable economies (the 
World Bank recently ranked 
Mauritius fi rst in the continent 
for ease of doing business) 
Mauritius’ government wants 
to turn the country into one of 
the world’s top business-frien-
dly locations. The island’s open 
and fl exible regulatory system 
already benefi ts international 
entrepreneurs, according to 
Sunil Benimadhu, chief exe-
cutive of the Mauritius stock 
exchange. “We tell investors 
investing into India and China 
that we’ve got a big competi-
tive edge in terms of locating 
their businesses in Mauri-
tius and using Mauritius as a 
springboard to invest in those 
countries,” he told CNN. Mar-
ketplace Africa spoke to Beni-
madhu about the country’s 
economic success and the les-
sons learned from the global 
fi nancial crisis.

● CNN: Tell us about Mau-
ritius’ efforts to expand the 
fi nancial sector. What has 
particularly changed?

Sunil Benimadhu: First of 
all there’s been a lot of change 
on the macro-economic front 
in Mauritius -- we’ve really 
modernized the economic in-
frastructure. We’ve also come 
up [with a] major economic re-
form so as to set Mauritius on 
the high-growth path. Within 
that environment, of course, 
the fi nancial sector has grown 
quite substantially. It’s a sector 
that is growing on an annual 
basis by 11 percent and this 
growth is driven by the growth 
of the global business sector. 
Mauritius is growingly being 
used as a platform to service 
Asia. There is a lot of money 
being raised in Europe, in the 
U.S., and invested in India. 
And because Mauritius has a 
double-taxation deal with In-
dia, therefore it makes Mau-
ritius an ideal platform for 
people to set up companies to 
invest in India and in the Asian 
markets.

● CNN: What have been 
the challenges of managing 
that?

SB: The main challenge has 
been to maintain the growth 
tempo at the macro-economic 

level at fi ve percent -- year in, 
year out at fi ve percent. Why? 
Because Mauritius faced what 
we call the triple shock in 
2004, 2005.

First, with the huge in-
crease in the price of oil. We 
are a major importer of oil so 
this had a big impact on our 
current account balance.

Secondly, Mauritius had 
relied for a long time on what 
we call the preferential sugar 
protocol with Europe and this 
has ended since 2007, 2006, 
which means that today we are 
selling our sugar on the world 
market and therefore the price 
that we are getting right now is 
30 percent less than what we 
used to get.

Thirdly, Mauritius’ growth 
has relied for a long time on 
the manufacturing sector. And 
today with the emergence of 
China, Bangladesh and so on, 
and the huge economies of 
scale that they can derive, a 
small country like Mauritius 
is not competitive relative to 
those countries. So we’ve had 
to reinvent ourselves.

● CNN: You seem to be 
setting yourself up as the 
bridge, as you said earlier, 
to India, to China, to the 
biggest markets. What’s 
the pitch you give to in-
vestors?

SB: We tell investors in-
vesting into India and China 
that we’ve got a big competi-
tive edge in terms of locating 
their businesses in Mauritius 
and using Mauritius as a 
springboard to invest in those 
countries.

We’ve got double-taxation 
treaties, which is very benefi -
cial; we’ve got a very fl exible 
and open economy -- there 
is no exchange control at all; 
we’ve got a regulatory fra-
mework that is English-based, 
so anybody who is an inter-
national investor feels very 
at ease whenever he is doing 
something in Mauritius be-
cause it’s easy to understand 
what the regulatory system in 
Mauritius is all about.

● CNN: What do you think 
you’ve learned from the 
global fi nancial crisis?

SB: We see the global fi nan-
cial crisis as showing a lot of 
challenges but also a lot of op-
portunities for us and for Africa.

In terms of the challenges, 
I think we’ve had to face the 
dwindling investments; people 
have become very worried.

But we also see a lot of 
opportunities because what 
is happening right now is 
that the western world is 
hardly growing in terms of 
GDP growth. Everybody ex-
pects Europe and the U.S. to 
grow between zero and one 
or maybe two percent, which 
is fantastic.

Whereas the growth is 
shifting towards Africa and to-
wards the Far East and this is 
where we’re going to get more 
eyeballs on our exchange and 
on our country. And there-
fore we believe that there will 
be more and more money 
fl owing into this region of the 
world, which will then help us 
grow at a fast pace.

Our compatriot, Sunil Benimadhu, 
Chief Executive of the Mauritius Stock 
Exchange, talks to CNN’s Maggie Lake 
about the country’s ambition to trans-
form itself into a fi nancial centre for 
the emerging economies of Asia - and 
the challenges that come with such an 
ambition. We have obtained permission 
to reproduce the interview below. 
Read on…

“Any 
internatio-
nal investor 

feels very 
much 
at ease 

whenever 
he is doing 
business in 
Mauritius.” 



L’EXPRESS WEEKLY GRAPHICS : NICOLAS SYDNEY

The passion for art is clear in 
Roger Charoux’s eyes. As he talks 
about the 35 paintings that will be 
presented at his next exhibition, at 
Color Attitude Art Gallery in Moka, 
from 10th to 17th December, his face 
lights up. Colour, shape and interpre-
tation have always fascinated Roger 
Charoux and are at the heart of his 
paintings. Best known for his fi gura-
tive style, he has over the past years 
been drawn to contemporary art, a 
way of pushing the boundaries of his 
own talent. “I have always believed in 
the power of shape and colour but I 
also felt that colour could transcend 
shape,” explains Roger Charoux. 

His love for drawing began at 
the tender age of 8 and, since then, 
there has been no looking back. His 
fi rst exhibition was at the age of 18, 

with artists like Hervé Masson and 
Serge Constantin, followed by a solo 
exhibition that was opened by none 
other than Robert Edward Hart. He 
later joined the Central School of Art 
and Design in London, where he 
studied Fine Arts, even holding ex-
hibitions in London. His inspirations 
include the great Pablo Picasso and, 
closer to home, Malcolm de Cha-
zal, whom he knew well and who 
once told him that he would have 
the capacity to transcend himself as 
an artist… Words that Roger 
Charoux would carry with 
him throughout his life and 
that greatly infl uenced the shift 
in his artistic style. 

Varied sources 
of inspiration

Today, as he stands amidst 
the many paintings in his stu-
dio, Roger Charoux points out 
some of the ways he works, 
from photographs, from ob-
serving objects or simply from 
sketches he makes whenever 
something captures his eye. 
Everything can be a source of ins-
piration: a parked vehicle, a fashion 
show or an ordinary wooden chair 
picked up in an empty fi eld. His up-
coming exhibition also features a re-
trospective of his fi gurative paintings, 
mostly of scenes from the streets of 

Port Louis. “Port Louis is an artist’s 
dream. It’s just waiting to be pain-
ted.” And his love for the capital city 
is translated into each brush stroke. 

His most recent paintings were 
inspired by the simple everyday life 
moments. In “La fièvre des zouga-
dères“, he depicts gamblers rushing to 
place their bets on horse races. “Pas-
torale” is a tranquil scene of goats gra-
zing in the countryside, while “L’épave 
en attente” is the story of old ships 
waiting to be sunk. The exhibition will 

also include more scenes of the har-
bour, still life, nudes and a look at 
Port Louis through the artist’s eyes. 
A journey into a world so familiar, 
yet which seems brand new. 

Melissa LOUIS

Enba lao – upside down
How do you describe a world where half the people are trying to lose weight and the other half is starving? It’s “enba lao”, of course! 

 NR
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Roger Charoux

Through the artist’s eyes…
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