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by Touria PRAYAG

Editorial ]

This evening, Pravind Jugnauth sets out to present 
the budget he has been crafting. Like everybody 
else, he deserves his day in court and we would not 
like to jump to the trial beforehand. Some refl ec-

tions are, however, in order.
One thing is for sure - whatever he does, he will not meet eve-

ryone’s expectations. The nominal increase he has granted the wor-
kers was judged disappointing at best and humiliating and farcical 
at worst by the trade unions while at the same time ambitious and 
disproportional according to the Mauritius Employers’ Federation. 

Nor should he aim to please everyone. One can never forget that 
the budget has two legs. You cannot hope to increase expenditure 
enormously without making provision for income, and striking a 
balance between the economy and politics is a challenge for any 
minister of Finance. The good thing about a post-election budget is 
that the minister of Finance does not feel the lights of the popularity 
contest shine too much on him. The complacency he shows is pe-
rhaps born out of this happy position.  There is plenty of time for the 
freebies. For the time being, his priority should be to keep fi rm hands 
on the wheel to prevent the economic situation from going astray. 
It is therefore an opportunity for him to tackle the urgent problems 
and lay the foundation for long term challenges.

The fi rst of these is transport, the biggest destroyer of the qua-
lity of life in this country. For years, we have been hearing about 
reports being commissioned one after the other and each compe-
ting with the other to squeeze into dusty drawers to serve as food 
for mites. It is high time some of these reports were dusted to allow 
the suffocating island to breathe. With our current infrastructure, 
no progress is feasible. 

Jobs are very important and the minister of Finance is likely to 
repeat the same mantra as his predecessors, “This is a Budget for 
jobs.” Nothing wrong with that. There is nothing as emotive and 
morale sapping as unemployment. However, one must guard against 
giving in to the lobbies of those who are always seeking bailouts and 
brandishing the threat of layoffs. In the interview Kee Chong Li 
Kwong Wing grants us today, he enumerates the advantages these 
“parasites” have already benefi tted from. These include pre-fabrica-
ted industrial parks, cheap loans, tax breaks, subsidized water and 
electricity, a special wage regime for special sectors, the Additional 
Stimulus Package and the Economic Restructuring and Competi-
tiveness Programme. When you add to this the drastic decrease in 
repo rate, you wonder whether the unskilled jobs they provide can 
be saved after all. Maybe the answer is in launching a new initiative 
to give unemployed people additional training to enable them to 
reinvent themselves in new jobs. 

One section of the population should not be forgotten: our se-
nior citizens. We have an ageing population and we owe it to them 
in a civilized democracy to do our utmost so that in the crepuscular 
stage of life, they do not live in destitution. Also, there is an urgent 
need to incentivize professionally active citizens to provide more for 
their own retirement by re-introducing fi scal incentives on personal 
pension contributions. The responsibility for self-sustainment will 
then shift away from the state and allow those who have worked hard 
and contributed to the development of the country to have decent 
lives in retirement.

Expectations are high and lobbies strong but it seems that, 
whatever happens, frugality and fi scal prudence will be on the 
menu. ‘la bous dou’ is for another day. 

‘A quelle sauce 
sera-t-on mangé’?
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Kee Chong 
Li Kwong Wing
“The budget is going 
to be a non-event.”

Budget 2011

Prospects 
and expectations
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From Mozart 
to Gershwin

Classical music 
lovers must not 
miss this event 
organised by the 
“Société Musi-
cale” on Friday 
19th November 
at 8pm, at the Alliance Française in Bell Village. Frère Arnaud 
Blunat from the Saint Denis cathedral, who is performing here 
for the second time this year, will be accompanying  Sabine 
Deglise,  soprano, and Jacqueline Hoarau, mezzo-soprano, on 
the piano. Both singers are from Reunion Island. Tickets will 
be available at Rs.325 for members of the public. Members of 

Otayo and the “Société Musicale” will pay Rs.275, and 
tickets for children will cost Rs.100. Call Otayo on 466 
9999 for reservations.

Heat Fashion Tour Summer 
Edition

The Heat Fashion Tour Summer Edition will 
bring you the best of summer clothing over the 
coming weeks. Fashion shows will be held on 

20th November at Trianon Shopping Park, in Rose 
Hill on 27th November and at Caudan Waterfront 
on 4th December. The shows will feature casual 
wear, mostly in white, black and turquoise, but with 

splashes of colour. The event is being organised 
by Kit Acheemootoo, director of Heat Group.

 Madhubani Art 
and Calligraphy

Join in a beginner’s workshop 
in Madhubani art and calligra-
phy at the Rabindranath Tagore 
Institute until 23rd November. The 
workshop is being led by two specia-
lists from India, Amitabh Pandey, design 
consultant at UNICEF, and Amit Kharsani, 
expert in calligraphy. Madhubani art and calligra-
phy are both ancient and traditional forms of art. The workshops 
will run from 10am to 2pm Mondays to Saturdays. Call the Ra-
bindranath Tagore Institute on 2439469 for more information. 

Vegas Motorshow
The Vegas Motorshow is continuing at the Trianon Shop-

ping Park during the month of November. For two hours, see 
the stunts performed by professional stuntsmen with their ama-
zing vehicles. The shows will be held on Fridays at 7pm, Satur-
days at 3pm and 7pm and Sundays at 2pm and 6pm until 28th 
November. Because of the holidays, tickets are being sold at 
the special price of Rs.200 for people of all ages. Tickets will be 

available at the shopping park, 
one hour before the show. 

For more information, 
call 9104731. 
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Bringing the government 
under control

The salary com-
pensation saga 
invaded the co-
lumns of  local 

news media this week. Two 
other people managed to 
grab some space in local pa-
pers: Jean-Maurice Labour, 
the vicar-general, who has 
staged  a solidarity fast with 
the hunger strikers of Riche-
Terre and Pamela Patten who 
is trying to resist after having 
been fi red by the Mauritius 
Broadcasting Corporation in 
the “interest of the MBC”

The lessons behind these 
three events are today clear. 
Mauritius needs pressure 
groups to curb the autocratic 
tendency of governments and 
those they nominate to control 
parastatal bodies. 

It is becoming more and 
more evident that without 
these pressure groups, those 
elected to power and their men 
act as if might is right and for-
get everything about each and 
every electoral promise made. 
The need seems to be more 
urgent when one analyses the 
behaviour of the parliamen-
tary opposition which is very 
lenient towards government 
actions and economic scan-
dals, except towards Pravind 
Jugnauth. 

It has often been said that 
pressure groups in British 
politics, for example, offer 
the public more democracy 
and enable them to infl uence 
government decisions after an 
election has been won. Pres-
sure groups are seen as a vital 
extension of democracy.

True it is that Mauritius 

has not the number of pres-
sure groups that one sees in 
Britain. True it is that the 
Mauritian public at large will 
not easily and readily join a 
pressure group, or take to the 
street to protest against go-
vernment policies, the only 
exception being street pro-
tests against water shortages 
which have often given rise to 
riots in the past. 

Men of high status

But the particularity of 
Mauritius lies in the fact that 
rare and traditional pressure 
groups -the trade unions for 
one- are often relayed by 
temporarily created pressure 
groups or men of high status 
who can bring government to 
toe the line.

Had the trade unions 
not pressurised Pravind Ju-
gnauth in the way they did, 
he would have most certainly 
maintained his salary policy 
which was in dire contradic-
tion with what he said and 
promised during the recent 
electoral campaign.

Had vicar-general La-
bour not joined the hunger 
strikers of Riche-Terre, we 
would most probably not 
have heard of the setting up 
of an inter-ministerial com-
mittee to look into the matter.

Unfortunately, this is not 
the case with Pamela Patten, 
though we have seen these 
days a gesture of solidarity 
with her on Facebook, with 
Mauritians from abroad ex-
pressing their solidarity.

Geroges Ah Yan for one 
started what was seen as 
some sort of pressure group, 
and got some good results. 
But he unfortunately wrec-
ked the whole enterprise by 
entering politics.

In fact, a pressure group 
can be described as an or-
ganised group that does not 
put up candidates for elec-
tion, but seeks to infl uence 
government policy or legis-
lation through other means.

In the absence of pressure 
groups, or with repression 
of pressure groups, Mau-
ritius may fi nd itself in the 
same position as SouthA-
frica during apartheid, with 
the church acting in lieu and 
place of pressure groups.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Georges Ah Yan, founder of a pressure 
group to defend the environment.

To allow listeners to better 
understand the budget, it will 
be broadcast in Creole on Ra-
dio One. Ramanujam Sooria-
moorthy, professional translator 
will simultaneously translate the 
budget speech. Radio One’s 
special budget programme will 
be broadcast as from 4pm from 
La Flore Mauricienne. 

The panel of journalists 
will comprise Jean Luc Emile, 
Habib Mosaheb and Abdoo-
lah Earally. The guests on the 
programme will include trade 
unionists, fi nance specialists 
and economists who will ana-
lyze the budget. After the bud-

get speech, other guests will join 
in, including Roshan Ramoly, 
economist and director of CIM 
Stock Brokers, Sadek Ruhmaly, 
consultant in economy and fi -
nance, Michel Mootoosamy, 
entrepreneur and member of 
the federation of SMEs, Lind-
say Rivière, the editor in chief 
of Business Mag and Albert 
Kouda, “Chef d’édition” of 
Eco-Australe.

Listeners’ phone-in
The programme will end at 

8.30pm, with telephone reac-
tions from the public, who are 

also welcome to join the Radio 
One team at la Flore Mauri-
cienne to follow the budget, 
live. There will also be a special 
slot dedicated to the budget on 
Radio One on Saturday mor-
ning, as from 7am with Jean 
Luc Emile and Abdoolah Ea-
rally, which will include news, 
telephone reactions, guests 
including politicians, trade 
unions and specialists in eco-
nomy and fi nance. Listeners 
can also phone in with their 
reactions between 9am and 
11am, in a programme 
hosted by Finlay Salesse 
and Habib Mosaheb. 

Budget Day in Creole on Radio One



IN its mission to empower 
citizens through capacity buil-
ding, Amnesty International 
Mauritius Section launched a 
comic version of the Constitu-
tion, entitled ‘La Constitution 
euh… C’est quoi’ on Tuesday 
16th November at ‘l’Institut 
Français de Maurice’. The 
book, which benefi ted from the 
fi nancial support of the Frie-
drich Ebert Stiftung Founda-
tion, is written by Stephen Gua 
and illustrated by La Senti-
nelle’s caricaturist, William Ra-
soanaivo, better known as POV.

Michel Ahnee, spokesper-
son for Amnesty, presented the 
comic book as a tool to educate 
children about the Constitu-
tion and about the way our ins-
titutions work and expressed 
his appreciation to Bernard 
Sik Yuen, the Chief Judge, for 
having prefaced it.  Adopting 
an ebullient tone, Jane Ragoo, 
representing the syndicates of 
the private sector workers ar-
gued that Mauritians can only 
fi ght for their rights when they 
are aware of them.  Arianne 
Cavalot de L’Estrac, Director 
of Publication at La Sentinelle 
humorously highlighted the 
disparity between the abstract 
principles in our Constitution 
and the daily worries of Mauri-
tians.  She advocated the need 
to bring in a 27th amendment 
to enable the withdrawal of 

«ethnic aberrations: this perpe-
tual obstacle to our living to-
gether» from our Constitution. 
Shirin Aumeeruddy-Cziffra, 
the Ombudsperson for Chil-
dren stressed the need to make 
our young people conscious of 
their rights.” Subash Gobine, 
senior editor at Défi  Media 
Group, called for a Freedom 
of Information Act as he belie-
ves “many things would turn 
out differently were such a law 
enshrined in our Constitution.”

The creation of a comic 
book on the Constitution is an 
attempt to popularise this fun-
damental text of our democracy.  
Kavi Pyneeandy, president of 

Amnesty International Mauri-
tius Section explained that it is 
crucial to make the text easily 
digestible for our children and 
youngsters.  “It will help them 
become better citizens.”  To 
enable an improved awareness 
of human rights, the comic book 
will distributed to all children 
free of charge.  The ultimate goal 
of such an endeavour is best des-
cribed in Acha’s words (one of 
the comic characters): “knowing 
our constitution enables us to 
respect others’ rights and to 
react when these rights have 
been violated.”

Majhegy MURDEN
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Children absorbed in their comic books - an excellent way of bringing 
"serious" topics into their range of interests.

Light corner ]Learning about our Constitution 
through a comic book

Sponsored by the Association of  
Human Resource Professionals (AHRP) 
and Franklin Covey Southern Africa, 
Stephen Covey, author of 8 acclaimed 
books including the international best-
seller “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People”, was invited to animate a forum 
on “Leadership is a CHOICE! Not a po-
sition” organized by Multievents.

To a room packed with top bu-
sinessmen, professionals and poli-
ticians including the Prime minister 
and a large chunk of the front bench, 
Stephen Covey evokes the difference 
between position and moral authority 
and the various stages that leadership 
has taken over the years, from the 
hunting society to the knowledge-
based one we have today, through the 
industrial era. Different times call for 
different styles of management and 
companies will only improve once 
they have adopted the style of ma-
nagement based on releasing talent 
and potential rather than controlling. 
Moral leadership, he hammers, is 
the only leadership that works. Po-
sition leadership does not. If you are 
not convinced, you just need to look 

at real leaders in the world like Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and 
Mohammed Yunus.

Exhilarating power
Naturally, nobody believes that you 

walk into these workshops as a loser and 
come out as a great leader. Certainly not the 
businessmen, professionals, politicians and 
various employers who fi lled the benches 
at the Intercontinental and who could each 
run a workshop themselves on the style of 
leadership which has worked for them. Be-
sides, Stephen Covey himself acknowledges 
that it takes a lot of time and patience to 
change the paradigms in any society. Be that 
as it may, and taking into consideration the 
limitations of the output of any workshop, 
one does come away with a set of questions 
not the least of which is “how to move from 
the relationship of co-dependency between 
employer and employee, where each needs 
the weaknesses of the other to validate his 
own perception and justify himself” to one 
of interdependence, which is the model of 
the ‘knowledge worker age’. 

Those who sat through the workshop 
will also have come out willing to make the 

effort to be happy. You have always implicitly 
known it and Stephen Covey repeated it : the 
simple truth that  “each one of us carries his 
own weather with him/her.” And the reason 
is very simple: life is the result of our own 
decisions and not of our circumstances. 
We, Stephen Covey tells us, “determine the 
colour of the skies” in the emotional world 
which we inhabit. The workshop creates the 
awareness that in the midst of challenging 
circumstances, we all possess the exhilarating 
power to know how to respond if we have a 
sense of purpose and a desire for experiences 
yet to be had.  

The visit of such an eminent fi gure to 
our tiny island is an excellent initiative if only 
because we hear from the horse’s mouth 
what we have, up until now, only been rea-
ding in his books. When you are told that you 
carry your own weather and determine the 
colour of the skies you live under, Mahtma 
Gandhi’s words to his nation about British 
rule in India come alive, “they [the British] 
cannot take away our self-respect if we do 
not give it to them!” If the fl oor at the Inter-
continental took these thoughts away with 
them, it was perhaps worth their while. 

Touria PRAYAG 

Determining the colour of your skies

QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION 

Q: I’ve heard that cardiovascular exercise can prolong 
life; is this true? 

A: Your heart is only good for so many beats, and that’s 
it... Don’t waste them on exercise. Everything wears out 
eventually. Speeding up your heart will not make you live 
longer; that’s like saying you can extend the life of your car 
by driving it faster. Want to live longer? Take a nap. 

Q: Should I cut down on meat and eat more fruits and 
vegetables? 

A: You must grasp logistical effi ciencies. What does a cow 
eat? Hay and corn. And what are these? Vegetables. So a steak 
is nothing more than an effi cient mechanism of delivering 
vegetables to your system. Need grain? Eat chicken. Beef is 
also a good source of fi eld grass (green leafy vegetable). And 
a pork chop can give you 100% of your recommended daily 
allowance of vegetable products.

Q: Should I reduce my alcohol intake? 
A: No, not at all. Wine is made from fruit. Brandy is dis-

tilled wine, which means they take the water out of the fruity 
bit so you get even more of the goodness that way.  Beer is 
also made out of grain. Bottoms up! 

Q: Aren’t fried foods bad for you? 
A: You’re not listening.... Foods are fried in vegetable oil. 

In fact, they’re permeated in it. How could getting more ve-
getables be bad for you? 

Q: What are some of the advantages of participating in 
a regular exercise programme? 

A: Can’t think of a single one, sorry. My philosophy is:   
No Pain...Good!  

❉

❉

❉

Stephen Covey addressing his audience at 
the forum on leadership this week.



La Fontaine 
and the 
Hunger Strike

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

If including the name of one of the greatest French 
fable writers and poets of the 17th century in the 
title may strike some as pretentious, I plead guilty. 
But I’m far from alone in this sin. 

One of his satirical poems was entitled “The 
Coach and the Fly”, the fl y resting upon a coach and 
biting the horses and the driver falling under the as-
sumption that it was this irritating contribution that 
allowed the vehicle to climb up a hill. 

This brings us to the subject of this column. 
The seemingly endless hunger strike begun by 

the two former Riche Terre planters Takbir Dassu-
ruth and Ramritlall Ramgoolam, representing a not-
quite-substantial total of 28 planters has apparently 
won new allies. 

Thanks to this the entire episode revolving around 
a dispute over compensation levels to be paid to plan-
ters for the government using state-owned land for a 
joint project with the Chinese government has assu-
med an entirely new, and not quite sane, dimension. 

The vicar general Father Maurice Labour has 
now joined the fray, spiriting the hunger strikers from 
Baie du Tombeau to Cathedral Square in Port Louis. 
I think it’s safe to say that it wasn’t the unassuming 
locale that made this entire fi asco a damp squib. But 
it gets better. 

Addressing the press, Father Labour announced 
that he has decided “to join them symbolically from 
6 am to 6 pm. This is my way of showing them my 
solidarity and support.” One has to be grateful no-
netheless, for the small mercy of him adding ‘sym-
bolically’ in his declaration. 

The grim prospect of skipping lunch centres on 
the main demand to publicly disclose the fi ndings of 
the Noël/Ramkissoon report. A seemingly reasonable 
request one would assume. But why let innocuous 
things like commonsense and a sense of proportion 
fetter the argument? 

Once the cameras were fi xed on Father Labour, the 
Tianli project itself became the target. 

“Not only the report on the Riche Terre planters but 
also the ‘deal’ with the Chinese government must be 
made public,” he thunders. Continuing in the proud 
tradition of no doubt incisive political analysis, he has 
stumbled upon a conclusion that has hitherto eluded all 
military stratagems. The danger, he insisted, was that 
the Chinese were building a nuclear base in Riche Terre! 

One can picture the marshals of the People’s Libe-
ration Army (PLA) scratching their heads; why didn’t 
they think of this before? Building a secretive nuclear 
base in the middle of a populated area in a foreign 
country makes all the sense in the world. If the PLA 
has lost the plot, so apparently has the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the CIA. If they 
can’t understand Chinese nuclear ambitions in Mau-
ritius, more fool them. Luckily, our clergymen have 
developed the capability to sniff out plutonium all 
on their own. 

Next time, let’s remember to leave the histrionics at 
home; they only further discredit an already weak case. 

Perhaps when he is fi nally satiated with attention, 
our dear clergyman will turn to his comrades with a 
vastly business air and declare: 

‘Now my hearties, stop and breathe-
I’ve got you up the hill;
And Messrs. Horses, let me say,
I need not ask you if you will 
A proper compensation pay.’
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Astreet in Port Louis: 
an elderly lady hurries 
along carrying a bun-
dled up piece of news-

paper. She stops in front of the 
ruins of an old building and two 
stray cats run to her, mewing lou-
dly. The woman pushes the paper, 
which contains food, under the 
dilapidated gate. She looks fondly 
at the cats as they eat, then smiles 
and walks away

This real-life ex-ample of hu-
man compassion shows that our 
animal friends have made a place 
of their own in the hearts of many 
Mauritians. Dogs are the most 
popular pets in spite of occasional 
bad press and the truth is that they 
are not necessarily aggressive. 

Stella Lutchanah, vice-pre-
sident of PAWS, an NGO that 
works for animal welfare, ex-
plains, “There are no bad dogs, 
only bad owners.” Chaining a 
dog too much or isolating it for 
example can make it aggres-
sive. “Dogs are pack animals,” 
adds Stella Lutchanah. “If the 
dog does not interact with you, 
it will not recognise you as be-
ing part of its pack.” Children 
respond well to dogs, but they 

must be taught how to behave 
around them. 

Dogs need humane care. 
When well looked after, they are 
friendly and sociable creatures. 
Unfortunately, many dogs are 
caged by their owners, or tied up 
for hours on end. Others are al-
lowed to roam the streets without 
any identifi cation tag, getting in 
the way of traffi c. It is necessary to 
educate the population on pet care. 
A team from PAWS regularly goes 
out to talk to people, sterilise dogs 
and remove their ticks and fl eas. 
An important part of dog care is 
to provide it with a collar and a 
running chain, which can improve 
its life greatly. In extreme cases, 
says Stella Lutchanah, they have 
seen dogs with embedded chains, 
meaning that the chain grew into 
the dog’s fl esh because it was nev-
er checked by the owner, and got 
tighter as the dog grew bigger. The 
dogs had to be put to sleep. 

For many, their dog is the ap-
ple of their eye. Jaivina Bauljeewon 
aged 24, owns a German shepherd 
called Dicksy, and a ‘Griffon’ called 
Teddy without whom she cannot 
imagine her life. Her love story 
with dogs began at the age of fi ve. 

“When I have my own home, I will 
defi nitely continue to have dogs. I 
would feel so lonely without them,” 
she says. 

And while pedigree dogs are 
highly popular, there are those who 
are happy to give homes to stray 
mongrels. Sanjeev, aged 55, who 
lives in Phoenix, is one of these 
people who befriended a stray dog 
in his neighbourhood. The dog, 
now named Rusty, was emaciated 
and dirty, but it made Sanjeev’s 
heart melt. He took it in and cared 
for it, and a beautiful friendship 
blossomed between them. “I have 
no regrets,” says Sanjeev. “It does 
not take a pedigree dog to make a 
good companion.”

Black cats still inspire 
discomfort

And what about the cat, regal 
and poised, which inspired awe 
and fear throughout the ages? In 
ancient Egypt cats were sacred 
beings, practically revered as gods, 
while folklore associates them with 
witches. Cats are in fact good-na-
tured and when domesticated, are 
not diffi cult to care for. They are 
clean, independent animals, and 

The recent case 
of Ramses the 
Rottweiler and Shia 
the German she-
pherd brought the 
issues of animal 
welfare into the 
limelight. Is it time 
to reconsider hu-
man responsibility 
towards pets?

AAnimal welfare nimal welfare 

WWhere the owners’   responsibilities lie here the owners’  

Forging a close bond 
with your dogs will 

ensure that they are 
confi dent and sociable 

animals.
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like their canine counterparts can 
be very playful. 

In Mauritius, cats are popular 
house pets, but are still sometimes 
a source of fear. One young wom-
an tells of how she refused to en-
ter a room at the house where she 

used to baby-sit because it seemed 
to her that the cat was deliberately 
blocking her way. “It was looking 
at me in a very strange way,” she 
insists. And black cats still inspire 
discomfort in certain people!

The cat is often associated 

with human- like thought pro-
cesses, accused of being far too sly. 
Reena Fowdar is a young woman 
with such a ‘catty’ relationship. 
She explains, “My dad loves our 
cat to bits and totally spoils her. I 
hate seeing her sitting around on 
the sofa or my chair because she 
leaves her white fur behind. She 
sleeps on my bed, and on my 
freshly washed clothes! It seems to 
me that she is such an attention 
seeker. She loves doing things 
that I hate!”

On the other hand there are 
people like Kate Benjamin, who 
cannot imagine life without a cat. 
Aside from a being a skilled rat 
hunter, her cat, Samedi, leads a 
princess’s life. Kate affectionately 
says, “Every morning we let her in 
at 5.30am, no matter how sleepy 
we are. My mother will even pre-
pare her milk before our breakfast, 
otherwise she mews non stop until 
she’s fed.” 

Having a pet is a commit-
ment to loving an animal 
for the rest of its life. 
It requires time, 
effort, and 
involves 
a cer-

tain expense for food and medi-
cal care, and even for those cute 
dog and cat toys that some owners 
love to shower on their pets. But 
it is always a worthy investment, 
because you can be sure that in 
return, your pet will love you un-
conditionally. 

Melissa LOUIS

Over the past 10 weeks, the 
MSPCA’s dog training school 
has held courses at St Andrew’s 
college, Rose Hill on Saturdays 
and late in the afternoon at 
the Sports Complex of Rose 
Hill twice a week. Sessions will 
continue until mid-Decem-
ber. The basic obedience course 
lasts 3 months, and the next 
batch will start in mid-Janua-
ry. Interested dog owners can 
contact the MSPCA now (454 
1890 / 464 5084) for registration. 
Rishi Bukoree, member of the 
MSPCA Council and coordina-
tor for the Dog Training School 
says, «Dog owners must unders-
tand they have a responsibility 
towards their dogs and society 
at large. The younger a dog 
starts training, the easier it will 

be to make it obedient and so-
ciable. Owners also develop 
stronger affi nities and affective 
bonds with their dogs.” 
Regarding laws concerning dogs, 
the president of the MSPCA, 
Shashi Shanto explains that 
there are laws for the protection 
of animals, which state that dogs 
must not be allowed to roam the 
streets, even at night. The laws 
also make provision for owners 
to be punished in case of ill 
treatment towards animals. The 
problem however, is that many 
people are not aware of the law 
and it is not properly enforced. 
In the case of dog breeding, a 
person with male and female 
dogs aged more than 6 months 
that are not neutered must ob-
tain a permit as a dog breeder. 
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Dog training and animal law 

An adopted stray 
puppy can make an 
endearing pet, but 

it does require extra 
affection and care.

Adopting a pet 
There are many cats and 
dogs in need of a good 
home. At the Mauritius So-
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, (MS-
PCA) in Rose Hill, you can 
adopt dogs and puppies 
that have been put up for 
adoption, or are strays that 
have been picked up by the 
MSPCA. Strays are exa-
mined by a vet, who selects 
those that are healthy and 
not aggressive for adop-
tion. Adopting a dog will 
cost Rs.300, which includes 
registration fees. It is your 
role to ensure that your dog 
is neutered or sterilised. 
PAWS also has an adoption 
service at its headquarters 
in Beau Vallon, which runs 
at specifi c hours. A fee of 
Rs.600 is claimed for a dog 
and Rs.400 is claimed for a 
cat. When adopting strays, 
it is important to unders-
tand they have not been 
properly socialised and 
will need training, extra 
care and love before they 
become an integral part of 
your family. 

Animal welfare 

Where the owners’   responsibilities lie  responsibilities lie 

Cats are curious 
and playful crea-
tures that make 
excellent house 

pets.



❐ The Minister of Finance will an-
nounce his budgetary programme this 
evening.Will rabbits emerge from a hat 
or will we be served the same mantra?

(Laughs). My view is that the Minister of 
Finance has already missed the boat. First of 
all, he took too much time after he assumed 
offi ce to fi nally come up with that recycled 
stimulus package – the Economic Restruc-
turing and Competitiveness Programme 
(ERCP). For fi ve years, this guy has been 
denouncing the TINA (there is no alterna-
tive) policies of the ex-Minister of Finance 
and touring the country with the claim that 
he has a different economic agenda.After 
wasting three months of doing nothing, ins-
tead of coming up with a new ‘Budget de 
rupture’, he presented a rehash of the old 
Sithanen programme. What to expect now 
but more of the same?

❐ Is it not a sign of humility and prag-
matism at the same time for him to 
implicitly accept that the measures 
taken by his predecessor are worth 
pursuing?

No, I don’t think he is accepting that, 
even implicitly. He knows very well that his 
agenda is a personal one. He wanted to take 
the place of the minister of Finance, so he 
did everything to undermine his predecessor. 
That’s all he’s done. And he has achieved his 
end. He’s bluffed his way through.

❐ But he is following more or less the 
same measures as Rama Sithanen.

That’s the measure of his double talk. 
He has taken the population for a ride. 
He is rehashing all the measures which 
he had said were so bad. What else can he 
do? He just took the Labour train with a 
nice free ticket and cannot now expect to 
make that train make a U-turn.

❐ Forget about who can claim pater-
nity for what. Are these measures good 
for the country?

What these measures have achieved 
is lopsided and unequal development in 
Mauritius, which has accentuated the di-
vide between the haves and have-nots. It is 
clear to any objective observer that there 
is huge inequality, insecurity and over-
indebtedness in the country. The young 
and educated are moving to other climes 
in droves, while the qualifi ed and talented 
nationals are not coming back to serve the 
country. 

❐ Coming back to the measures taken 
so far. What do you fi nd wrong with 
them?

The Ramgoolam-Sithanen tandem be-
lieved, like too many people, that to be able 
to develop the country, you have to give big 
incentives to the ‘big boys’. This is what is 
called in economics the “big push” theory 
of development.

❐ Isn’t that the way to stimulate growth 
and create employment?

Of course not! As a Government, you 
end up feathering their nests. You make 
them greedy. They become rent-seekers. 
You have a new class of state bourgeois 
and their cronies. They get in cahoots with 
the established old bourgeoisie. You scratch 
my back and I scratch yours, right? We are 
both in the ‘big boys’ club’ now. And what 
about the populace? Well, give them bread 
and circuses, as the Roman Emperor did. 
After all, is the Growth Domestic Product 
(GDP)not growing? It’s the big boys that 
count. They work the growth machine 
apparently, not the workers. But the irony 
now is that we are having growth, but with 
-out the jobs for the people.

❐ How can you have growth wi-
thout jobs?

Let me refer you to our latest statistics 
on national income. It shows that we are ha-
ving more growth (estimated by the Bank 
of Mauritius at 4.2% this year compared 
to 3.1% in 2009) but more unemployment  
(7.5% in 2010 compared to 7.3% last year). 
So the economy is going into a situation of 
jobless growth, or even worse, jobloss growth, 
because we are laying off more people while 
expanding the economy. This is also the si-
tuation in the US and Europe where their 
economies are recovering from recession, 
with positive growth, but the unemployed 
are rising, as net new jobs are not being crea-
ted. So, we end up with the paradox that the 
more you  try to stimulate the economy, by 
giving more aid to the ‘big boys’ to save or 
create jobs, the more unemployment takes 
hold, everything else remaining unchanged, 
as economists put it.

 
❐ Don’t you believe in the trickle-down 
effect?

That is the fallacy of this strategy! Just 
give the ‘big boys’ the right incentives and 
open to the foreigners the space to develop 
the country, and the rest will follow as sure 
as night falls after day. There will be loads of 
benefi ts for all to share. But is that what we 
see? The little man is sharing only the burden, 
not the benefi ts. That has created an unequal 
development. And the tragic result is that the 
divide is becoming bigger. The ruling class 
has been getting much more benefi ts than 
what they themselves have been expecting, 
actually. 

❐ Aren’t these people who have 
been given incentives developing the 
country?

Some would say that it’s we, taxpayers, 

who are subsidising these rent-seekers. 
Now, Pravind Jugnauth is sitting there with 
no agenda – except his own—huffi ng and 
puffi ng :  “We cannot look in only one di-
rection (implying towards the fi lthy rich); 
we need to give adequate compensation to 
workers because they lost 17% purchasing 
power over the last 4 years; bla bla bla…”  All 
this is just lip service because the fi rst thing 
that he has done as minister of Finance is to 
divide the workers into two categories of citi-
zens ( private and public sector), subvert the 
process of tripartite dialogue and propose a 
wage freeze.

❐ Is the wage freeze not necessary in 
this time of crisis? 

What crisis are we talking about here? 
Have you seen the number of jobs for the 
boys, unnecessary nominations, trips aboad, 
contracts, wastage, etc reported in the media 
all the time? 

❐ Does that mean there is no economic 
recession?

Yes, there is a risk of a double dip re-
cession but the US and the Eurozone are 
showing signs of recovery this year. So this 
uncertainty should not be used as a stick to 
make the poor bear a bigger burden. The 
Chinese always say that every crisis creates 
its own opportunity. 

❐ So what should we expect of the 
budget?

Nothing! Pravind Jugnauth cannot 
touch an iota of the neo-liberal policy of 
Sithanen, engineered and steered by Navin 
Ramgoolam. What did he just say in Par-
liament? “No preceding government has 
ever given compensation which makes up 
for the infl ation of preceding years.” And 
so what?  You have not been elected to do 
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WITH  Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing MMM Spokesperson for Economic Matters

Expect nothing imaginative, nothing transformational 
and no restructuring from this budget”

[ I N T E R V I E W ]

Interview

On the eve of  the budget, Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing gave us 
his viewpoint on the present government's economic policies 
as well as his rather gloomy prognostics for the future.
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business as usual. Can he do what he 
promised? “When infl ation is under 5%, 
normally no compensation is given,” he 
said. So it’s  nearly 0% compensation.

❐ Can the country really afford  a 
substantial salary compensation?

Our growth rate is positive. Wages 
can and should be raised, albeit in pro-
gressive steps, particularly in the pri-
vate sector and those fat cats who are 
relying on cheap labour and bailouts 
and still cannot compete should be 
weaned off assistance and allowed to 
die a natural death. 

❐ You are suggesting killing entre-
preneurs?

I don’t know if they can be called en-
trepreneurs, but they have lost their place 
in modern Mauritius. We cannot keep 
giving them a lifeline fed on bailouts, 
cheap labour and a weak rupee. They are 
or have become parasites, a dangerous 
species. They do not invest in human 
capital, do not modernize, do not up-
grade their techniques, do not improve 
operational systems, and do not adopt 
professional management……would we 
be poorer in their absence?

❐ Aren’t you worried about job 
losses?

Let me bring you back to the whole 
economic structure. We live in an old 
economic model where you pay people a 
low salary, you give them little education, 
so that you can exploit them to produce 
the exports required to earn foreign cur-
rency for your imports. This is an eco-
nomy which is based on low wages, low 
skills, low technology and low capital. 
This model has worked because you had 
a poor unskilled labour force but when it 
is faced with some diffi culties…

❐ Like competition?
Yes indeed. Competition worldwide, 

tough and ruthless. Not everybody is 
stupid in this world. When people in 
other regions start to catch up with you, 
what do you do? The easiest way is to 
run to Government for assistance. But 
Government is already giving you pre-
fabricated industrial parks, cheap loans, 
tax breaks, subsidized water and elec-
tricity, a special wage regime for special 
sectors, the ASP, the ERCP… When you 
still can’t compete, you ask for a depre-
ciation of your currency. So you have a 
weak rupee to prop up your lack of com-
petitiveness. 

❐ To be fair, there hasn’t been 
exactly currency depreciation, has 
there?

Well, not when our good friend 
Bheenick came in.  But people also 
realized that this “low cost” model is 
not sustainable. The fundamental thing 
is that you need to increase your pro-
ductivity, diversify your markets and go 
up the value chain. If you are unable to 
achieve higher productivity, develop new 
products and new markets, go up the 
value chain because you don’t have the 
tools and technology, you can’t rely on 
the country to continuously bail you out. 
Take the ERCP, for example. CIEL Tex-
tile and CMT saw their profi ts plummet! 
Did either of them come with a begging 
bowl  asking for State aid? 

❐ No, because they must have inves-

ted when times were good.
Exactly. They had started their res-

tructuring in anticipation of hard days 
to come. 

❐ But some companies squander 
the profi ts when times are good and 
come  begging and asking for cur-
rency depreciation as soon as there 
is the smell of a crisis. What do you 
do with companies like that?

These companies need good gover-
nance. They must realize that the days 
of ‘mo papa’ are over and that they must 
stand on their own two feet. They can’t 
continue placing their kith and kin atop 
all their organizations even if they are 
incompetent; they have to hire experts, 
professionals, people who are good at 
their jobs, and make it a meritocracy. You 
cannot have a mindset change, a quality 
shift, unless you have meritocracy. The 
stimulus package or ERCP is not the 
solution.

❐ Who is benefi ting from the ER-
CP? The big boys or the small guys?

You think that the big boys need the 
stimulus package? They can go and get 
funding from their bankers with whom 
they have built up mutual trust over 
years of working together. 

❐ And the small guys probably do 
not qualify for it. So who is benefi t-
ting from it?

No one!  That’s why I say the ERCP 
is a failure, and the cost of this type of 
government intervention will be borne 
only by the middle classes of this country 
in the form of more and more taxes and 
user charges.

❐ Isn’t this a doom and gloom sce-
nario?

But this is what is happening in front 
of us! Look at the facts. 

❐ Will this evening’s budget try to 
redress the situation?

The budget is going to be a non-
event. Expect nothing imaginative, 
nothing transformational and no restruc-
turing. There will be some piece-meal 
populist measures. Some panadol for 
fi shermen, cow keepers, potato growers, 
taxi-drivers and what not… Some cos-
metic tax exemptions or reductions on 
say, toothpaste, night caps and balloons. 
You shouldn’t expect anything more 
than these kinds of gimmicks from Pra-
vind Jugnauth. 

❐ But you are trying him before his 
day in court.

Look here: what is he doing about 
the explosive problem of street hawkers? 
He is the one who promised to do better 
than Sithanen. He comes in and says, 
“we have a large number of people who 
are not able to get jobs and who have no 
choice but to go into the underground 
economy for a living.” Has he got a plan 
for them? You need an integrated, na-
tional strategy to tap this informal eco-
nomy, incentivize them to come into the 
mainstream economy, in line with the 
law, its norms of quality, hygiene, pu-
blic health and security. You can’t have 
an economy with every third person in 
the street a peddler of rejects, defective, 
substandard or fake goods, or a vendor 
of junk food! What kind of an image of 
our country are we giving to the world? 

Instead of talking big about a mass tran-
sit system and a duty-free island, I would 
have given immediate attention to this 
large chunk of black economy and come 
up with a kind of Marshall Plan for these 
peddlers, hawkers and petty vendors.

❐ What do you think of the lobbies of 
the Joint Economic Council?

I don’t know whether the JEC still has 
a purpose. The Government is using them 
to play around and they are happy to co-
chair all these high-sounding committees 
and play along.

❐ Does it represent the collective in-
terests of the private sector?

Everyone is defending his own interest 
fi rst these days in order to get the better 
share of the national booty. Everyone is 
scratching the back of the other and eve-
ryone is bent on getting his benefi t from 
the system …….unfortunately on the back 
of taxpayers. They are supposed to repre-
sent the whole private sector across all sizes 
and shapes but in fact most entrepreneurs 
say that they represent an elite group. They 
play the game. 

❐ Are you saying they have outlasted 
their usefulness? That they should 
cease to exist? 

To such an extent that today you don’t 
make any difference between the JEC and 
Government because they are part of the 
same problem. They have the same elitist, 
selfi sh interests.

❐ Is that what you think of trade unions 
as well?

They are getting close to that but I hope 
they can make a U-turn. When I listen to 
what some of them are saying, I am quite 
shocked sometimes, because they seem to 
have a corporatist attitude, and you don’t un-
derstand what their agenda is. The consumer 
is being robbed. The taxpayer is paying more 
and more indirect tax. Today, indirect tax ac-
counts for almost 80% of taxation. But where 
is the grand alliance of the trade unions, 
consumers and taxpayers’ movement?

❐ What would have been your priori-
ties if you were the minister of Finance?

A complete transformation of the eco-
nomy through deep restructuring of en-
terprise and revitalizing of SMEs. And the 
State should be there to set the parameters 
and see to it that the economic restructuring 
is accompanied by a social rebalancing. You 
cannot keep on developing an economy ‘à 
deux vitesses’ with a widening social fracture. 
We are starting to have an emerging class of 
entrepreneurs that can create the new Mau-
ritius. But Government is acting as a drag 
with its dysfunctional bureaucracy, crony 
parasites and short-term quick fi xes. In spite 
of all this, the economy has been growing at 
a positive growth rate, albeit at a snail’s pace. 
The priority is to redress this situation. 

❐ What do you think of the appoint-
ment of Monique Ohsan-Bellepeau as 
Vice-President?

This is yet another cunning and cyni-
cal move by Navin Ramgoolam to ‘faire la 
bouche doux’ by superfi cially recalibrating 
communal representativeness in the upper 
echelons of the Constitutional posts. This 
is what he calls ‘unité, égalité et modernité’. 
This is also a Mauritius which has not emer-
ged from the Stone Age!

Touria PRAYAG
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“Those fat cats 
who are relying 
on cheap labour 

and bailouts 
and still cannot 
compete should 
be weaned off 
assistance and 
allowed to die a 
natural death.”
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As expected, Pravind Jugnauth’s 
fi rst budget is framed by the inter-
national economic downturn.  Aus-
terity policies are being advocated.  
With exports being euro-centric and 
imports predominantly in US dol-
lars, many enterprises are caught 
between falling revenues and rising 
costs in rupees, putting pressure 
on employment. In such a context, 
the government is faced with the 
challenge of equating the creation 
of wealth with social development. 
We take a look at expectations in the 
country’s main sectors. 

Budget 2011Budget 2011
Prospects and expectations Prospects and

Agriculture and cane industry: 
helping stakeholders

The agro-industry, including cane, is a traditional sec-
tor that requires constant modernization. As food prices 
soar worldwide, Mauritius must focus on sustainability 
and food security. Meanwhile, since the end of the Sugar 
Protocol every budget has been concerned with conver-
sion from a sugar to a ‘cane’ industry. Millers would ex-
pect further subsidization- from the allocated sum of 301 
million euros by the European Union- in restructuring the 
economy away from sugar. 

Those largely left out are the small cane planters. Steps 
in the previous budget such as the Cane Democratiza-
tion Fund (CDF) have proved ineffectual. Consequently, 
more than 5,000 small planters abandoned their land, as 
the cost of growing sugar outweighed their meagre profi ts.  
According to Cyril Mayer, CEO of Harel Frères, “Land 
abandonment by small planters represents a threat to the 
industry.” The Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture esti-
mates that the total output of 2010 will fall well below 2009 
levels due to a reduced area under cultivation.

On the other hand, provisions were made for land al-
location to food crop planters under the previous budget 
to boost self-suffi ciency. This year, planters have made re-
commendations for new technology. Krit Beeharry, presi-
dent of the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing Co-operative 
Federation (MAMCF), says they would like government 
to support them with 50% of grants and loan facilities for 
sheltered farming and vertical planting. “This would re-
duce land use and water use - a priority in sustainable 
agriculture,” he says.

Krit Beeharry emphasized the importance of post har-
vest and storage facilities to better cater to overproduction. 
He advocates government incentives for entrepreneurs to 
ensure different types of food are available all-year around. 
The MAMCF also calls for the current auction system to 

complement a national wholesale market, stabilizing prices 
of local produce.

The small cane planters are also proposing specifi c 
measures like de-rocking, road mending and farm to 
market roads. Although included in the previous budget, 
according to Jagdish Govardhan of the Mauritius Planters 
Agricultural Cooperative Society Ltd. (MPACS) “very 
little has been implemented.”

Other proposals from both MPACS and MAMCF 
concern interest -free loans and mechanized ‘one stop 
shops’, adapted to their respective plantations. Organized 
geographically, for joint use by small farmers and planters, 
these would increase effi ciency. “If the private sector has 
semi-mechanization, and now full mechanization, why are 
small farmers being denied this?” asks Govardhan. 

Financial sector: diversifi cation 
and consolidation

The Financial sector in Mauritius -accounting for 12% of 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) - has proved relatively 
resilient to the global fi nancial crisis. The sector has expe-
rienced relatively stable growth over the years: 7.5% in 2007, 
10.1% in 2008 and 5.9% in 2009. 

No major reforms were announced in the previous bud-
get for 2010, which called for a law on private foundation, 
beefi ng up the Financial Services Commission (FSC) and 
streamlining the fi scal regime to enhance competitiveness. 

There is, however, a perceived need to diversify fi nancial 
markets to prevent over-reliance upon traditional markets 
such as India. According to Milan Meetarbhan, chief execu-
tive of the Financial Services Commission, “Mauritius should 
position itself to be recognized by the fund industry as the 
hub in Africa.” The newly launched Global Board of Trade 
(GBOT) is a step in that direction.  

Other avenues of diversifi cation are expected to take 
advantage of new opportunities in terms of Islamic/Shari’ah 
compliant fi nancial products, as well as diversifying its port-
folio of services ranging from private banking, wealth mana-
gement services to treasury management.

With the fi nancial sector relatively well positioned to 
benefi t from the increased activities in developed eco-
nomies (USA and Europe) and the emerging markets 
namely China, India and Africa, this upcoming budget 
is expected to continue the trend of the previous two by 
consolidating the sector, maintaining growth and com-
petitiveness, and increasing transparency. 

Tourism: looking beyond 
traditional markets

As a pillar of the Mauritian economy and a source of 
foreign exchange, all eyes are on the tourism sector. This 
budget will be unveiled amidst relatively positive news. 
According to estimates from the Central Statistics Of-
fi ce (CSO) the industry will grow by 6% this year, higher 
than the 5% previously forecast. Addressing parliament, 
Tourism Minister Nando Bodha referred to fi gures put 
forward by the Mauritius Tourism Promotion Authority 
(MTPA) that the sector would grow by 7-8% in Novem-
ber and December and estimates by the Tourism Statistics 
Committee stating that there had been 920,000 tourists 
so far in 2010. 

Speaking to Reuters, Bodha stated “to achieve 6% at 
a time when there is a recession in our major markets is 
very promising.” The fi nancial windfalls enjoyed by the 
tourism sector are partly attributed to the Rs.12 billion 
stimulus package unveiled by Finance Minister Jugnauth 
in August. Aside from that the continuous depreciation of 
the rupee against the Euro since August has “to some ex-
tent addressed the concerns of the business community in 
the tourism industry about earnings” according to Bodha. 
Allowing the rupee to slide vis à vis the euro is amongst the 
foremost demands of the tourism sector. 

Aside from developing activities such as kite surfi ng, 
weddings, golf, conferences and eco-tourism, diver-
sifying target markets away from the traditional euro-
zone and attracting tourists from emerging markets 
such as India, China and Russia “represent a growth 
potential for the tourism sector, but we need visibility, 
air access and affordability” according to Bodha. Fur-
ther developing air links and promotional campaigns in 
these markets is a key concern for stakeholders in the 
tourism industry. 

The sugar industry is becoming more and more 
mechanised at all stages.

The euro - the currency which is giving the whole world 
the jitters at the present moment.

Happy tourists enjoying sunshine and ice-cream. 
Recent increases in arrivals are a source of optimism.
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Budget 2011
Prospects and expectations d expectations Navin and 

Geoffrey 

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

We’ve got good news for you peops!  Your 
favourite newspaper (the one you’re 
holding in your hands, in case you’re 
wondering) no longer prints false news! 

I don’t know that we ever did, by the way, but that 
was offi cially what Prime Minister Ramgoolam and 
his government reproached l’express with every time 
they were bored with themselves.

Now it seems they have forgotten about this one 
great sin and have found a new bone of contention; 
they don’t like our titles, they don’t like the angles 
we choose for our articles and they do not like 
our opinions! 

Government’s advisor on media affairs, respected 
lawyer Geoffrey Robertson who it seems is currently 
in the country, will be very happy to hear this. 

Imagine the conversation Prime Minister Ramgoo-
lam might be having with his consultant. 

Let’s set the scene; Ramgoolam is sitting in his of-
fi ce and he has just read l’express. The mood is dark. 
He throws the paper in the bin and asks his secretary 
to show Robertson in.

GR- “So, how are you keeping, Prime Minister?”
NR- (fuming)- “I will show them who runs this 

country!”
GR- “The press still giving you a hard time, then?”
NR- (raising his voice)- “Yes and I want you to stop 

this!”
GR- “So what is it exactly that you want to do?”
NR-, (shouting)- “Everything! I want to put a stop 

to this! I will have them shut down!”
GR- “I’m afraid you can’t do this Prime Minister. 

What have they done now?”
NR- (still shouting) - “I don’t like what they write!”
GR- (soothing voice)- “But that’s not very reaso-

nable Prime minister. You yourself told me you belie-
ved in the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by your 
Constitution. You might not like what they write but 
that doesn’t mean they can’t write it.”

NR- (trying to calm down so as to make a good 
impression on Robertson)- “But Professor, you 
should read what they write. They’re so negative and 
antipatriotic!”

GR- “Now, now Prime Minister; that’s the wrong 
argument but let me rephrase- in what way do you 
think they’re breaking the law or wronging people?”

NR- “They always criticize me! This has become 
their agenda; they will always see a glass that is half 
empty and I can tell you- this is only because it’s me. 
Had it been Bérenger, everything would have been 
fi ne!”

GR- “Ok, I understand now. But Prime Minister, 
you cannot stop people from holding opinions. You told 
me you wanted to introduce a media commission and 
I told you it would be a good move because the press 
does need to be regulated; regulation will only bring 
about better and more professional journalism.”

NR- (smiling now)- “That’s exactly what I want! 
Better and more professional journalism! As it is now, 
anyone could become a journalist!”

GR- (frowning)- “Erm, yes, erm… but I mean, a 
professional journalist will have opinions, often strong 
ones and will try to put this adage into practice- “com-
fort the affl icted and affl ict the comforted”.

NR- (joyfully)- “Exactly! Now we’re talking. My go-
vernment works for the affl icted and we fi ght the comfor-
ted; we’ll get along fi ne with this new type of journalist!”

Textiles and SMEs:
innovate to better compete

Meanwhile, textile manufacturers and expor-
ters have been hammering on the need to peg the 
Rupee to the Euro with the main concern of remai-
ning competitive.  Unsurprisingly, Jean François 
De Grivel, president of the Mauritius Employers 
Federation says the main expectations of the Export 
Oriented Enterprises are to decrease interest rates 
to encourage investment, readjusting the value of 
the rupee “to its just value”, to increase exports and 
facilitate the recruitment of foreign workers to make 
up for the lack of labour, especially in the construc-
tion sector.  The budget will have to boost economic 
activity and in doing so, it is expected to mitigate the 
disadvantages of being an open economy.  It might 
be good to continue with the deleveraging of enter-
prises as outlined in the ERCP, which will enhance 
the internal fi nancial strength to develop competi-
tiveness. In its Memorandum 2010, the Mauritius 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry advocates 
that to encourage growth and remain competitive, 
it is important to invest in innovative equipment, and 
the budget could provide for incentives that would 
encourage such investment.

In the local business arena, easier access to fi -
nance is essential for SMEs, which employ 45% of 
the Mauritian workforce. For Amar Deerpalsing, 
president of the Small and Medium Enterprises Fe-
deration, “the Additional Stimulus Package has been 
benefi cial only to large enterprises while the SMEs 
have had to deal with unfair competition from im-
ported craft products.  Added to this is the lack of 
skilled labour like technicians, carpenters and in the 
sector of jewellery.”  The last budget provided al-
most Rs.40 million to make the Competition Com-
mission fully operational.  However, SMEs are still 
awaiting the Permanent Exhibition Centre in order 
to gain more visibility with genuine Mauritian pro-
ducts.  It is all the more important since government 
has emphasised the importance of entrepreneurship 
in poverty alleviation.

Information and Communi-
cation Technology: 
encouraging start ups

The ICT sector is a fast growing economic 
pillar, having experienced growth of 14.8% in 
2009.  Among the salient measures to promote 
further growth in this sector, Roshan Seetohul, 
president of the Outsourcing & Telecommuni-
cations Association of Mauritius, believes “it 
is important to increase the speed of Internet 
connections and to install a second optical fi bre 
cable to make Mauritius a more competitive 
destination for investors.”  For Avinash Meetoo, 
Director of Knowledge Seven, which provides 
Open Source Software consultancy, support 
and training, resources should be geared to-
wards empowering IT learners with technical 
skills to meet the exigencies of the sector. “It is 
crucial to encourage start ups in the ICT sector 
if we want a higher growth rate.  The practice 
is popular in other countries.  The state should 
create a platform where people with ideas meet 
people with fi nance.” Avinash Meetoo advo-
cates that more importance should be given 
to promote innovative ideas and products with 
enormous gain potential.

Of course, the measures in the budget will have 
to cater for many of the inherent weaknesses of 
Mauritius. These include distance from sources 
of supply and markets, the persistent mismatch 
between demand for and availability of trained 
labour and the lack of research & development. 
Mauritius also needs to consider infrastructure 
to deal with the growing demand for energy and 
water supply. Added to this is the need for a road 
network that can sustain the country’s economic 
growth. These are problems that enterprises and 
industries cannot overcome on their own, but they 
are nevertheless essential to achieving global com-
petitiveness. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN, Majhegy MURDEN, Melissa LOUIS

For how long will the Mauritian textile sector 
remain viable?

The ICT sector is expected be a main provider of 
jobs in the future - especially for school-leavers.
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The  cordonnier’s 
trade no longer 
profitable 

Cobblers or “cordonniers” 
as they are known in the lo-
cal language can be seen sit-
ting around on tiny stools, 
with shoes in their laps, their 
hands busy, their heads bent 
over their work, and seemingly 
oblivious to the world around 
(except fot the occasional 
client). Around them is  a 
conglomeration of shoes, san-
dals, slippers, sneakers, and 
boots - footwear of all kinds 
and in all colours. And just 
besides them, scissors, threads 
in various colours,soles and 
heels, pieces of leather.  

Generally, cobblers are 
those who repair shoes, from 
sewing and gluing, to chan-
ging broken soles. Yet they 
know how to make shoes too. 
Years of handling footwear, 
taking shoes apart and men-
ding them again have provi-
ded cobblers with the required 
know-how. Enough to make a 
business out of it some would 
say but such is not always the 
case. Shariff C., 57, a cobbler 
who also works on a sugar es-
tate, says: “I am already ove-
rwhelmed with the orders for 
repairs. Where do I fi nd the 
time to make shoes?”

 To note the fact that most 
cobblers have not made a pro-
fession out of it but only prac-
tice the trade as a part time job, 
one is more inclined to think it 
is not so lucrative. But Ramesh 
B., 52, who owns a little shop in 
his village, and also works as a 
cobbler says otherwise: “It is in 
fact very profi table as a business. 
For instance, I’ve limited myself 
to sewing shoes. So I don’t need 
many materials, just a needle 
and thick threads in a few co-
lours. So  as compared to the 
number of orders, I have very li-
mited expenses to cover.” Shariff 
C.  agrees: “The business is a ve-
ry profi table one but it demands 
time. You have to be patient for 
this kind of work.” 

Jaya (fi ctitious name), one 

of the few women who work 
as a cobbler expresses a diffe-
rent opinion. Seated in her little 
red cabin near the bus stop at 
Rivière du Rempart, she says: 
“Given that I’m situated right 
besides the bus stop, I get lots 
of orders. But the business is 
not very profi table. Many of 
the customers never come to 
take their shoes back. I invest 
my time, energy and materials 
but I get nothing back. It’s a 
loss for me.” She nods desola-
tely towards a high pile of shoes, 

already mended, and stacked 
in a corner of her little cabin-
shoes never fetched by their 
owners. But what fi nally keeps 
the cobblers going? Passion 
for their work reply some. For 
others like Jaya, extra money is 
always welcome in the house-
hold: “The little I do helps me 
to earn some money to pay for 
the school materials and tuition 
fees of my children.”

As compared to the past 
though, fewer and fewer people 
even think of getting their 

shoes repaired at the cobbler’s 
once they are broken. Fashion 
nowadays changes in the blink 
of an eye. And what better way 
to be “in” than buying a new 
pair rather than getting the 
old ones repaired.?Others like 
Sam prefer to buy quality pro-
ducts even if they have to pay 
a high price for them: “I want 
value for money.”  In fact this 
is what could actually explain 
why cobblers have slowly but 
surely been disappearing from 
our streets. 

Today many of them have disappeared. 
Others have simply lost their original 
essence. A series of small trades that 
have been carried out over the years 
and through generations will soon be-
come things of the past. We meet a cob-
bler and visit an ancient printing press: 
two professions that were very much 
part of yesteryear’s folklore, but which 
are on the brink of extinction today. 

Trades of the past-or soon to be so

The ‘cordonnier’ at his special sewing machine stitching the pieces of leather used to repair shoes.

The collection of old shoes often 
seen in the shoemaker's shop.
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Banyan- fi shermen would sell their catches with the banyan 
who would in turn sell the fi sh to customers. 
Blacksmith- the trade is today practiced by a handful who 
manufactures cheap tools such as hoes, axes, hammerheads, 
crowbars, and levers from melted iron.
Bread sellers-very early in the morning, bread-sellers would 
fetch bread from the bakery and then cycle the streets of vil-
lages, honking to wake the people to buy their bread 
Broom makers- sticks of coconut leaves and the fl owers of the 
broom bushes are fi rst dried then assembled and woven to 
make brooms. These are used to sweep the  fl oor or the yard.
Macramé makers- ornamental objects such as plant hangers, 
wall-hangings as well as hammocks, belts, jewelry, tablecloths, 
and draperies amongst others are made by knotting yarns and 
cotton twines together, and then sold.
Midwives- also known as ‘sage-femmes’, they were hired for a 
few days to look after the new born baby and its mother. Their 
tasks included massaging both the mother and the baby daily.
Milkman-the milkman would milk the cows early in the mor-
ning then go from door to door to sell the milk in milk churns.
Tailor- upon receiving orders, tailors would go take the measu-
rements of the client at his or her home, then make the dress 
to deliver it at a later date.
Tinsmith- commonly known as the ferblantier,  the tinsmith 
uses tin to make watering-cans, pails, buckets, piggy banks, 
letter boxes, and stoves (réchauds).
Vannier-s also known as basket makers, are those who weave 
baskets, hats, bags, and fl oor mats using sun-dried leaves from 
local plants such as the  coconut  or vacoas tree.

The printing 
press,a process 
overtaken by 
technology

As far as Jamis Manique 
remembers, the printing press 
has always been there. Born in 
1943, Jamis  grew up watching 
his father Rene Manique in the 
small workshop where the an-
cient machine is located. At that 
time, “Public Press” used to print 
the daily newspaper “Advance”, 
founded in 1940 by Sir Seewoo-
sagur Ramgoolam. At 67 today, 
Jamis had fi nally taken the deci-
sion to close his little business. 

Printing is a simple process 
of reproducing texts or images 
on paper, using ink with the help 
of a printing press. In the mid 
1400’s, the printing press was in-
vented by Johannes Gutenberg. 
Closer to home, Pierre Poivre 
introduced the Printing House 
in Mauritius in 1768. Two cen-
turies later, we now have high 
resolution laser printers. Still, in 
the confi nes of Pointe aux Sables, 
perdures the tiny workshop of 
“Public Press,” the only printing 
house left which uses an archaic 
printing press said to have origi-
nated from China. 

At present, the little enterprise 
only prints posters for cinemas. 
Observing Jamis handling the 
tiles and arranging them in less 
than no time, one gets the impres-
sion that it is an easy task. But the 
letters are carved upside down, 
making it diffi cult to read them. It 
is however child’s play for Jamis. 
Yet he does not take his job lightly. 

Once the tiles are ready, he verifi es 
that all letters have been correctly 
placed: “I rarely have to arrange 
my tiles again, but it’s good prac-
tice to double check.” Jamis then 
turns a side-wheel manually to get 
the sheet of paper printed. When 
he stands straight again to pre-
pare the next sheet, his forehead is 
beaded with large drops of perspi-
ration. The machine being old and 
heavy, the  process is arduous.
 
Preserving these 
relics of history

His hard work unfortunately 
does not pay off. Jamis explains 
that orders have dropped consi-
derably following the setting up 
of bulletin boards. The space 
for posters is now limited and 
therefore orders have decreased 
considerably. “We work only 
two to three days a week. By 
11AM, we are usually done.” 
But things have not always 
been so bad. Jamis has known 
times when he has not slept a 
wink for days in a row so 
numerous were 
the orders, espe-
cially during 
election times 
when he got 
orders from 
political par-
ties and can-
didates.

Jamis goes on to show se-
veral well-preserved large tiles 
etched here with the image 
of a sun for the MSM, there 
a heart for the MMM, and a 
more complex one with a sun, 
the letter T and a rooster, all 
together, for the coalition of 
the three parties (MSM, Ptr 
and PMSD). “These were-
made years ago for political 
parties. I have hand-crafted 
them myself.” True pieces of 
art indeed. But Jamis cannot 
keep on battling. Dejectedly, he 
says: “There is absolutely no 
profi t in this business. Come 
December, I’ll not renew my 
permit for next year.” 

Cobbler, tinsmith, blacks-
mith, basket maker, and many 
other such small trades have been 
featured on stamps issued by the 
Mauritius Post Offi ce. While this 

may be one way of kee-
ping these relics of 
our history and 
culture ever alive, 
it will soon be 
time to reminisce 
about them with 

nostalgia.

Nabeela 
FOKEERBUX

Disappearing trades and professionsThe dhobi, a disappearing breed
Slowly walking with their buckets heaped with 
soiled clothes well balanced on their heads, 
and heading to the riverside early in the mor-
ning, these women were known as “dhobis” or 
washer-women who washed clothes for people. 
The clothes were fi rst soaped, rubbed on the 
rocks and brushed vigorously, and fi nally rinsed 
several times before being spread in the sun to 
dry up. Washing clothes knee-deep in water is 
not an easy task but all the while, these washer-

women would talk, joke, and especially gossip. 
The task usually took all day long, ending in the 
afternoon when the “dhobis” would gather their 
clothes in their buckets again, and haul them on 
their heads before heading off. Fatma Husnoo, 
61, reminisces: “I would leave for the riverside 
at 7 every morning and reach home around 3 
in the afternoon. I worked for four families of 
around four to fi ve members each. Usually I 
would wash their clothes twicea week.”

The "tiles"  which are put in place manually for each printing operation.

A relic of the past : manipulating this old printing press is heavy work.
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Despite notable pro-
gress towards de-
mocracy since the 
end of the Cold War, 

what happened this week in Ma-
dagascar and in Guinea illustrates 
that coups and attempted coups 
remain way too frequent in Africa. 
In fact, both nations, among the 
poorest in the world despite their 
rich natural resources, have never 
really experienced any peaceful 
transition since they obtained their 
independence (after signifi cant 
struggle from France) some four 
decades ago. 

In Madagascar, dissident 
military offi cers threatened to 
seize the presidential palace and 
shut the country’s international 
airport. They wanted to postpone 
the referendum on the proposed 
new constitution. If the Malagasy 
people approve this constitution, 
Andry Rajoelina will have more 
legitimacy than he has enjoyed 
up to now. The new constitution 
would lower the age limit for pre-
sidential candidates from 40 to 
35 years, allowing the 36-year-old 
Rajoelina to run for president. 

Interestingly, Colonel Charles 
Andrianasoavina, apparent leader 
of the military rebels, was one of 
the officers behind the coup that 
brought Andry Rajoelina to power 
last year. The latter denounced the 
mutineers and said he was unafraid 
of their threats. For several months 
now, Rajoelina has been diploma-

tically isolated, mainly because he 
has ignored attempts by regional 
mediators to broker a consensus 
with the opposition. He clearly has 
his own agenda: stay in power! The 
three main opposition groups, each 
led by an ex-president (Ravaloma-
nana, Ratsiraka, Zafy), called for a 
boycott as they see the referendum 
“as an attempt to legitimise Mr Ra-
joelina’s position.” 

Deviation from ethos
In Guinea, there was an erup-

tion of violence after Monday’s 
announcement that Alpha Conde, 
the eternal opposition leader, had 
won the election over the Prime 
Minister Cellou Dalein Diallo 
(who alleges election fraud). The 
offi cials had to declare a state of 
emergency. The state of emer-
gency is expected to last until the 
results are fi nalized. In the mean-

time, any protest or gathering is 
forbidden, following guidance 
from acting President General 
Sekoube Konate.

According to several West 
African analysts, the clashes are 
certain to deepen ethnic tension 
between members of the pro-
Conde Malinke and the Peul, 
the nation’s biggest ethnic group, 
which mainly backed Diallo. But 
the clashes will also lead to friction 
within the military.

Guinea, just like Madagas-
car, has faced political instability 
since a group of military offi cers 
took power. These recent events 
illustrate the ongoing tensions 
between military and civilian of-
fi cials over governing authority, 
especially among countries who 
do not have a strong democratic 
system or history. 

In post-colonial Africa, the 
military was established as part 

of the state apparatus with a pri-
mary mission of defending the 
state from external aggression (i.e 
to protect the territorial defense 
of the state). In that regard, the 
military is expected to behave as 
a non-partisan force. However, 
the current events in Madagascar 
and in Guinea demonstrate a clear 
deviation from this ethos. 

It is clear that the military, or 
the different clans in the military, 
have become factionalized and 
ethnicized, partisan forces be-
holden to myriad particularistic 
interests. From the remarks of the 
army rebels, one can tell that they 
believe they are embarked on a 
mission to end poverty, illiteracy 
and corruption in their country. 
When they take power with their 
weapons, they are actually viola-
ting the rights of the weak, or the 
voiceless. And when they do not 
aspire to rule directly, as was the 
case in Madagascar when Rava-
lomanana was replaced by Ra-
joelina, the military becomes the 
behind-the-scenes king maker, an 
unchallenged arbiter. 

Yet, given the vital role the 
military is supposed to play in 
countries like Madagascar and 
Guinea, the rate of progress is 
directly linked to how quickly 
and thoroughly they come to 
understand and embrace de-
mocratic values. But clearly, in 
both cases, we still have a long 
way to go…

by Nad SIVARAMEN

Guinea and MadagascarGuinea and Madagascar

The long road to progressThe long road to progress

Charles Andrianasoava (left) of Madagascar and Alpha Conde of Guinea.

Bringing up baby the high-tech wayBringing up baby the high-tech way
BRINGING up children 

is not an easy job and fi rst-time 
parents may fi nd it particularly 
hard to deal with the cycle of slee-
pless nights, diaper changes and 
howling babies. Some turn to fa-
mily, others to technology. Urban 
Indian couples are increasingly 
using hi-tech gadgets to make pa-
renting fun. 

Sunanda Dutta, a clinical psy-
chologist in Bangalore, uses a baby 
monitor to keep an eye on her six-
month-old. “It takes the pressure 
off me when I have to attend to 
household chores or reply to em-
ails,” she says. In fact, the baby mo-
nitor is one of the few gadgets that 
new parents use the most, both in 
the west and increasingly, in India. 
It can be either audio or video. The 
audio version has microphones, 
which are placed near the baby to 
‘hear’ every time the baby moves. 
This sound is transmitted to a 
speaker, which receives it. Video 
monitors transmit even the tiniest 
of the baby’s movements as images 

to the receiving screen. Chandra-
sekhar, owner of Teks International, 
which sells baby monitors in Ban-
galore, says, “Every time there is a 
movement, the motion sensor of 
the gadget sends a beep to the mo-
nitor, which has a 3.5-inch screen.” 

Trixie Tracker 
Raj Kumar, president of the 

Babyshop by Lifestyle chain of 
stores, says, “If one intends to 
use a baby monitor while mo-
ving from room to room, invest 
in a mobile one, not just one that 
plugs into a socket.” 

Then there is the Trixie Trac-
ker (TT), a web application that 
keeps track of the baby’s sleep 
and the number of times it has 
been breastfeed, changed and 
vaccinated. It is slowly gaining 
popularity here in India. Raghu 
Vaidyanathan, a techie in Hyde-
rabad, has been using it on his 
iPhone for his year-old son.

TT was designed six years 

ago by American Ben MacNeill, 
a stay-at-home father. It is built 
on HTML or CSS or JS and can 
consequently run on any modern 
web or mobile browser. Parents 
or caregivers sign up for a TT 
account, feed in the data, which 
is then crunched and displayed. 
McNeill told TOI in an email that 
“TT can help working parents feel 
connected with the baby. It also re-
veals patterns that a sleep-deprived 
parent might overlook.”

However, the number of 
tech-savvy parents is small in In-
dia compared to the west. Bharat 
Kapur, publisher of “Parenting” 
magazine says, “The sense of fa-
mily is too strong in India to leave 
child-rearing to technology.” Pe-
rhaps, that’s why Japan-based 
Combi International, which 
makes juvenile products inclu-
ding the 360 degree convertible 
car seat, says it has no plans to 
venture into India. 

©Times of India
New Technology is lending a helping hand to tech-savvy parents too 
busy with work, or just plain inexperienced. 
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Artists are always 
subject to different 
interpretations. At 
the end of the day, 

the endorsement of the artist 
is down to how popular the 
artist turns out to be. Popu-
larity is all but a marketing 
concept; if one can project 
the image of popularity, one 
will be popular...

This brings us to the te-
nure of Hon. N.Ramgoolam 
as Prime Minister since 2005. 
The performance of the in-
cumbent government cannot 
be disaggregated from that of 
the previous majority (Alliance 
Sociale) for the simple reason 
that it is driven by the same po-
litical party, Labour. Hence the 
economic philosophy of our 
Minister of Finance can only 
be a variant of that of his pre-
decessor. Before assessing the 
present economic model, it is 
important to go back to the eve 
of the 2005 elections to unders-
tand the context in which such 
a model was created...

“Mo pou change ou la vie 
dans 100 jours!” Those now 
sadly famous words were the 
backdrop to a fundamental 
change in our economic model. 
What mattered at the time was 
to win, whatever it took. So, free 
transport, fl at direct taxes and 
universal pensions were pulled 
out of the hat of the magician 
and the reds prevailed.

Those measures had a 
cost whose real value is still to 
be ascertained. The political-
ly-infused generosity of 2005 
meant that extra sources of re-
venue had to be found to ba-
lance the books. A budget is a 
zero-sum game- what has been 
given will be somehow remo-
ved. Actually, Labour fi nanced 
their electoral promises by in-
troducing new taxes (NRPT, 
Tax on Interest) and removing 
subsidies (HSC/SC). Last but 
not least, the gambling culture 
was introduced, the target being 
the collection of the concealed 
indirect tax on gambling. One 
could argue that this was merely 
a cunning political plan. I beg 
to differ - the measures of 2005 
have changed the Mauritian 
economic model and if unal-
tered, will have deep economic 
and social ramifi cations.

Lure of easy money
Gambling is no more a 

hobby but a life style. Older 
generations would queue in 
front of banks to save their 
hard earned money. Of late, it 
has been a completely different 
story. People still queue but it’s 
the location which has chan-
ged. Off-course betting shops, 
Lotto outlets and casinos have 
literally captured the people. 
The lure of easy money is too 
tempting to resist. While old ti-

mers have a go at bank owners 
for borrowing their capital and 
rewarding them with low inte-
rest rates, new generations are 
more than happy to risk their 
capital and give it to gambling 
stakeholders. Coupled with a 
high VAT rate and very low 
income taxes, it is no more a 
case of a widening of the gap 
between the rich and the poor 
but actually the painful reality 
of the poor getting poorer in 
absolute terms and the rich 
richer. Because let us not fool 
ourselves, the proportion of 
Lotto players who are poor is 
very high! To hear government 
offi cials say that they are highly 
taxing this weekly lottery and 
redistributing it to the poor is 
pathetic, revolting and aberrant; 
you don’t take a rupee from me, 
give me 50 cents back and ex-
pect me to thank you. Mada-
gascar, you are next :(

Present day Mauritius has 
topped many tables related to 
the business vacuum. Business 
activity is paramount to a heal-
thy economy and the recent 
boom has to do with a low tax 
policy, a relatively cheap labour 
force and favourable exchange 
rates; this is unlikely to perdure, 
wages are likely to lose some 
competitiveness, more attrac-
tive fi scal paradises will pop 
up elsewhere and business vul-
tures will eventually emigrate. 
We should gear our policies 

on offering innovative quality 
products instead on constantly 
relying on being the cheapest. 
This inevitably demands a bet-
ter education system, a new 
mentality and realising the po-
tential of our resources. Also, 
one should not forget that the 
real measure of progress in an 
economy is an amalgam of eco-
nomic and social factors. 

Barricaded 
middle class

My vision of the future is 
unfortunately that of a segre-
gated frustrated society where 
the poor will have less and less 
to lose, with the middle class 
living barricaded indoors fea-
ring the man who has nothing 
to lose and the rich fi nancing 
the elections and enjoying life 
under the tropics. All this dis-
turbs my belief in the future 
of the country and makes me 
think that we are sitting on a 
socio-economic time bomb. 
Hopefully I’m wrong and 
Mauritius will prosper and 
come together as one. 

Let me conclude by quo-
ting a true artist:

“You can fool some people 
sometimes, but you can’t fool 
all the people all the time.”

 Kugan PARAPEN

On behalf of Jeunesse
 Militante

Mauritius, the fl awed economic modelMauritius, the fl awed economic model

The days of pre-election fever, 
when everything is possible....
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I recall the days when lef-
tist ideals ran strong  and 
as a student at Collez 
Royal  I would pick up an 

edition of Lalit from no other 
than Lindsay Collen en ba la-
gar Curepipe. It was initially 
strange and funny, but I picked 
up the written Creole quickly 
and soon enjoyed the articles 
and even the rare books in 
Creole, such as Dev Virasaw-
my’s “Li”. And I could educate 
my friend that by Kuler,the 
late Bam Cuttayen in his won-
derful album “Pei Larm Ku-
ler” meant colour, not fl ow. 

It is probably unfortunate that 
the advancement of Creole was 
associated with the leftist political 
movement – and its adoption as 
a proper language met resistance, 
especially since capitalism and glo-
balisation prevailed and not much 
was left with the left. So, I moved 
on to Shakespeare, Camus and 
Naipaul for more Creole-free edu-
cation. But I was among the very 
lucky ones – out of the 30,000 who 
went through the“petite bourse” 
(the earlier incarnation of the 
CPE), which roughly 10,000 did 
not clear, only 10% made it up to 
HSC and a handful got a univer-
sity degree. The fi gures are not as 
bad today, but are still alarming 
– and this is refl ected in a labour 
force that seems lacking in basic 
skills. Our education system is pro-
bably doing its job at producing an 
elite, but fails quite miserably for 
training the rest. And talking of 
elites, it is almost a crime to de-
clare a child a success or failure 
at the age of 10 – especially after 
teaching three new languages and 
two other subjects without ade-
quate usage of the mother tongue 
in the instruction process. When 
students make statements like “he 
put his friend in a circle to triangle 
his money”, clearly there is a lan-
guage overload. The government’s 
initiative to introduce Creole as a 
language of instruction at primary 
level is a positive step, building up 

on the work by Virasawmy, Hoo-
koomsing, Baker,  Carpooran and 
others. The inclusion of Kreol Mo-
risien on Google speaks volumes.

Creole is a generic term to 
describe a group of languages 
that arose in the last 500 years, as 
a result of  worldwide European 
colonization.  So there are English, 
French, Portuguese and Spanish 
Creoles.  I was pleasantly surpri-
sed and fascinated when I could 
carry on a conversation in our na-
tional language at the other end of 
the world with Haitians or in New 
Orleans. The term in fact originates 
from the Spanish word criollo (or 
Portuguese crioulo) both stem-
ming from the Latin verb creare 
(to create).

Unifying force 
of the nation

Creole languages have gene-
rally been regarded as degenerate 
dialects of their parent languages. 
This led to the demise of many 
of the variants of Creole. But the 
status of Creole languages has im-
proved, even to the status of offi cial 
languages, and as objects of linguis-
tic studies. In fact, the way Creole 
evolved seems to be an important 
element in the formation of any 
language, and not just a trend in the 
European colonial period. Interes-
tingly, Germanic languages had a 
Creole-like origin, as postulated by 
Sigmund Feist. 

Promoting Creole in Mauritius 
is not just about getting education 
right. It is also high time we give 
the language its due as the unifying 
force of the nation – far more 
powerful than unity-preaching rhe-
toric of political and religious lea-
ders (or should I say in spite of the 
rhetoric?). Creole is a huge blessing 
for the nation, and it is unfortu-
nate to see how many  resist the 
growth of the “trezor nasyonal”. 
Let it mature into a full-fl edged 
language and a powerful vehicle 
not only for learning arithmetic 
in primary school but as a literary 

and art form. Creole is more than a 
lingua fraca. It has become the mo-
ther tongue of the vast majority of 
Mauritians. Many complain about 
the strange phonology and ortho-
graphy. For instance, the invariance 
of nouns and verbs, or the fusing 
of articles with nouns, such as the 
evolution of “temps” into “letan”. 
Well, many languages have evolved 
this way, and there are no absolutes; 
a consensus is what we need, and 
we are getting close. 

Teachers do teach in Creole 
already.  And we use it in most of 
our conversations. Of course, you 
start with French or English in a 
formal conversation – to signal 
clearly that, as a man of substance, 
you are well versed in the language 
of Shakespeare and Moliere. Once 
the point is made, you resort to 
some good old Creole to convey 
familiarity and break the ice. 

Creole is dynamic, vibrant 
and innovative. Few languages 
can boast such rich and colour-
ful expressions. For instance, 
where else would sentences like 
“This 32 has a 35, a 22 with a 
great 40, but her 14 is 28” make 
perfect sense?   And after a few 
years abroad, I was intrigued 
when I was told, “To pe pran 
nissa ar mwa” or “mo gagne 
twa frez”. 

And it is not only about popu-
lar parlance at street corners, but 
you can be scholarly and eloquent 
in Creole too. In due time, I think 
it can make its way to parliament 
and other formal forums, along-
side English and French, not to 
their detriment.   Of course, we 
cannot teach quantum computing 
in Creole, but at primary school 
at least, a well developed Creole-
based curriculum will go a long 
way to enabling students to learn 
better (in fact to  learn foreign lan-
guages better) and be more crea-
tive. As I read on a Creole blog 
recently, “Langaz morisien -la enn 
lot mem sa! Topo net sa man!”

Kreshna GOPAL, PhD
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Mo gagn twa frezMo gagn twa frez

As Christmas epicurean excesses loom, it’s 
time to address the elephant in the room: 
our expanding waistlines. Worldwide, it 
seems that we have waged war on obesity; 

Michelle Obama declared it her personal mission, 
Weight Watchers created a billion-dollar industry 
out of it, even Hollywood has capitalised an unlikely 
blockbuster by demonising McDonald’s. Locally, our 
school canteens are being scrutinised and it appears 
that this time, we are serious about the weight issue.

And so we should be. It is hard to turn a blind 
eye on the national health statistics; we have a life-
threatening obesity epidemic on our hands. We are 
rapidly becoming an obese nation, the complica-
tions of which are multiple: diabetes, cancer, de-
pression, arthritis, cardiovascular disease, sleep 
and respiratory disorders and the list goes on. Alar-
mingly and heart-breakingly, childhood obesity is 
also increasing. Prospective estimates of life expec-
tancy now predict that because of obesity-related 
health problems, our children will have a reduced 
lifespan and poorer quality of life, despite the ad-
vance in medical research and technology. Blame 
the sedentary lifestyle, blame the westernised diet, 
whatever you like, but at the end of the day, it’s time 
to fi x the problem.

Diet is central to weight management and hea-
ven knows how many there are around- from bizarre 
Hollywood seaweed concoctions that promise a su-
permodel body in just ten days to austere brochures 
from the ministry of health. Dieting is not rocket 
science; to successfully lose weight, one must utilise 
more energy than one eats, thus requiring the body 
to burn up fat stores for energy. Energy from food 
is measured in calories. To lose a pound, you must 
burn 3500 calories more than what you eat.

Common sense should steer you away from 
buckets of fried chicken or supersized hamburgers. 
Avoid fats, refi ned sugar and alcohol, choose fi sh, 
vegetables and fi bre and be mindful of the quantity 
of food you pile on your plate. Beware of fad diets 
advertised by glossy magazines: they are quick fi xes 
that over-promise and under-deliver. And despite 
your best efforts you will not look like Cameron 
Diaz, it takes more than just seaweed to achieve that. 

Exercise comes hand-in-hand with diet - exercise 
like you mean it. Many people believe that thirty mi-
nutes of walking three times a week is enough. This 
is wishful thinking, not science. Although pleasant 
and somewhat guilt-assuaging, a half hour stroll will 
burn only a measly 100 calories, the equivalent of 
an apple. You need to get your heart pumping for an 
hour at least four times a week and aim to increase 
that over time.

At some point, your master plan of diet and exer-
cise may stop working and is refl ects your body’s 
adaptation, not your willpower. The body instincti-
vely tries to resist fat loss through complex neuro-
nal and hormonal signals. Increasing the amount of 
exercise and maintaining a strict diet will eventually 
break that plateau.

Weight loss is not a walk in the park, in any sense 
of the term. It is arduous and challenging. It requires 
a lifestyle overhaul and substantial psychological 
and social adjustment. As daunting as it may be to 
change ingrained habits, there is a lot to be gained; 
a longer, healthier life, a reduced risk of chronic di-
sease, and just as importantly, you can fi t into your 
skinny jeans. What more do you want?

A Big, 
Fat Mess….

By Dr Zina VALAYDON

An apple a day]
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Met dan siro –  to generously praise someone in order to obtain something, such as a favour, out of them. The English equivalent would be “To 
rub someone the right way.” 

T.P
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Kreol korner]

The economics graduate at his fi sh stall in Quatre Bornes where 
he puts into practice the theories learnt at university.

Inside the uninviting 
confi nes of the Quatre 
Bornes fresh fi sh mar-
ket, one can fi nd Ziad 

Hoseny hard at work with his 
younger brother, Shawkat. 
The spectacle of two young 
men, sorting and selling fi sh 
is not exceptional, that is 
until you fi nd out that Ziad 
is a graduate in Economics 
and Management and seeks 
to employ his education and 
experience in this largely 
unassuming business. 

After a stint in no less than 
10 private companies at va-
rious sales positions why ven-
ture into the fi sh business? 
It’s in his blood, in a way. The 
business was started by his 
father 30 years ago. A tragic 
accident in 1999 changed all 
of that. The business was then 
taken over by his younger bro-
ther Shawkat, the salesman of 
the duo. 

A recent graduate and va-
cillating between private sector 
jobs, Ziad then joined the fa-
mily business. Why? “Mainly 
for the feeling of being self-
employed,” beams Ziad “and 
able to implement what one 
learnt in the classroom at a 

pace and setting of my own 
choosing.” 

So what does the marriage 
of a traditional occupation and 
Friedman's economic doctrine 
look like? 

As soon as he joined the fa-
mily venture, the fi rst thing he 
did was establish a trademark 
for it:  ‘Noulamer’ (our sea). 

Catches in continuous 
decline

“We mainly catch fi sh from 
the South, East and West of 
the island, not from the north, 
since the taste of the fi sh is 
usually not as good.” This 
seemingly homely observation 
is buttressed by a hypothesis 
that betrays his background: 
“the reason may be pollution 
and pH levels in the water.”  

The prospects for the 
small-scale fi shing industry, 
however, look dim. “For the 
past ten years,” maintains 
Ziad, “our catch has been in 
continuous decline. For ins-
tance, now we are only netting 
30% of what we did last year.” 

The problem, he volunteers, 
is climate change and changing 

weather patterns. “A smaller catch 
means that our fi shermen must 
go even further out to sea, a risky 
proposition in our small piroques. 
A smaller catch means that prices 
in the marketplace rise, ultimately 
hurting the consumer.”

One way to counter this, 
opines Ziad, is for the govern-
ment to offer soft loans to 
small fi shermen allowing them 
to buy bigger boats and better 
equipment, “A facility that,” 
according to him, “only big 
companies have availed them-
selves of.” Extending these 
loans to smaller fi shermen 
will allow them to buy bigger 
boats and go farther into the 
sea. “With their knowledge 
and experience, they would 
be able to increase their catch 
substantially,” my host confi -
dently asserts. 

Where does he see himself in 
the future? 

“We won’t rely upon this 
business for long. We are looking 
to diversify into supplying hotels 
with fresh lobster and supplying 
supermarkets with frozen fi sh.” 

If anybody has the tools to 
make it, he does. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Ziad Hoseny

From Friedman to family tradition
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