
World Anti-Corruption Day : Low Expectations = Great Satisfaction > p. 42SOCIETAL ISSUES]

by Touria PRAYAG

Editorial ]

It has become an expected pattern: the body politic de-
nounces ‘jobs for the boys’ while politicians speak of meri-
tocracy, equal opportunity, good governance…please tell me 
more…And for every such position going, there are droves 

of sycophants and all manner of other courtesans lining up and 
making themselves obsequiously visible, crawling and charming 
in the hope of being rewarded. The message sent to our youth is 
‘if you are not well-connected, arret rever kamarad!’

Even seen against this backdrop, the whiff of one nomination an-
nounced this week is jaw-dropping as it collides against all the prin-
cipled beliefs you could ever have held. 

You perhaps thought that no one was indispensible. Well, think 
again. Krishna Muni Reddy is back from oblivion. We already knew 
that he was ‘born to stay ahead’. We now know that he was also born to 
be indispensible; so indispensible in fact that he has been called back…
to run the State Bank of Mauritius! No Mauritian, apparently, fits the 
bill. That of being a non-executive part-time chairman of a bank staffed 
with professionals doing the job any way. 

Before anyone drags the debate onto some facile xenophobic 
grounds, let us remind our readers that we have always been staunch 
proponents of opening up to the world and attracting foreign talent. 
We have never shied from advocating the recruitment of foreigners 
to bring their experience and expertise to contribution whenever and 
wherever that is needed. 

Mr. Reddy’ situation is a totally different kettle of fish. Here we have 
a foreign retiree being called back to fill a position which notoriously 
serves the purpose of rewarding friendship and loyalty. 

And let no one talk about some unique competence. The banks in 
this country have all benefited from a buoyant and robust economy 
in the roaring ‘90s and, as the aphorism aptly goes, ‘a rising tide lifts 
all boats’. Attributing the ‘success’ of SBM to one person would be 
egregiously simplistic. Attributing it to a single foreigner is unfair to 
the legions of managers and staff who have toiled hard to make SBM 
successful. For the record, the biggest bank in this country, which inci-
dentally is also one of the oldest surviving banks in the world, is entirely 
staffed and run by Mauritians. 

While Mr. Reddy is called upon to favour the nation with the pri-
vilege of chairing the Board, the chairman’s remuneration is a matter of 
legitimate public interest.  SBM is a public company, listed on the stock 
exchange, in which the Government, directly and indirectly, has an 
aggregate controlling interest. We learn from the bank’s annual reports 
that the non-executive directors were paid a whopping Rs 67 million in 
2008, Rs 18 million  in 2009 & Rs 19 million  in 2010! Surprisingly for 
a bank that professes adherence to the highest standards of corporate 
governance, in these reports, it is stated that “Remuneration of directors 
has not been disclosed on an individual basis due to commercial sen-
sitivity”!!! Why such opacity? Could the truth be that this information 
is too politically sensitive? It is telling that SBM’s competitors do not 
patently harbour the same paranoia, as they have no difficulty in pu-
blishing in detail individual directors’ fees. 

It is common knowledge that the Chairman normally pockets the 
lion’s share of Board fees. Add to this the usual humongous per diems 
and other perks and you will understand why Mr. Reddy must be quite 
ecstatic to interrupt his golden retirement after years of serving SBM as 
Chief Executive and then Chairman to return as…Messiah Chairman 
to rescue the bank!

Meritocracy, transparency, equal opportunity… Carry on,  
I am sooo interested! 

Born to be  
indispensible
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“We need  
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Chagos and WikiLeaks

Leaks, lies and a 
lost archipelago



The Municipality of Port Louis, the 
Road Development Authority and the 
police are trying to find a solution to 
accommodate the hawkers during the 
festive season. Currently, the propo-

sal is for Sir William Newton Street 
and Rémy Ollier Street to be closed 
to traffic until the end of the year. 
This would however make traffic very 
difficult to manage. 

When one looks 
at the events 
splashed across 
this week’s news, 

one question comes to mind. 
For how long will the MSM stay 
in government?

Some of the events of the 
week are in fact easily linked to 
prompt such a question. 

The general public may 
fail to see any link between the 
firing of the boss of Air Mau-
ritius, Soobhiraj Bungsraz, talk 
about the imminent nomination 
of Muni Krishna Reddy at the 
State Bank, the Private Notice 
Question of the leader of the 
opposition on firearms stolen 
on the premises of SOS Guard, 
a private security company, and 
the budget speech of the Prime 
minister, Navin  Ramgoolam, in 
which he forgot to make men-
tion of his minister of Finance.

Muni Krishna Reddy pre-
sided over the destiny of the 
State Bank during the Jugnauth 
era (with a princely salary) and 
is considered as a close friend 

of the MSM. He will replace a 
close friend of Navin Ramgoo-
lam’s at the State Bank. It is 
known that this position comes 
with a salary to the tune of many 
millions of rupees per year. 

Why on earth do we need 
that guy? The state Bank is not 
at all an ailing bank and does 
not need the expertise of a Muni 
Krishna Reddy. Will he be nomi-
nated only because he is a close 
friend of the Jugnauths?

“Private militia” 
And this brings us to the 

PNQ on firearms stolen at SOS 
Guard. It is public knowledge 
that the owner and director of  
SOS Guard, Madhukar Ram-
narain, has been a close friend 
of Sir Aneerood Jugnauth and 
the Jugnauth family. During the 
PNQ, the opposition went as 
far as alleging that members of 
SOS Guard acted as a “private 
militia” during the  last elections. 
The leader of the opposition, 
Paul Bérenger, thought it fit to 

add that “they were not a militia 
for the Labour party”. 

Then yesterday, we learned 
about the firing of  Soobhiraj 
Bungsraz, CEO of Air Mauri-
tius, chosen and imposed on the 
company by no one else than 
Navin Ramgoolam.

Soobhiraj Bungsraz’s contract 
of employment has been terminated 
for one thousand and one reasons. 
One of the reasons is his meeting 
with ex-Air Mauritius CEO, one 
Harry Tirvengadum, again another 
close friend of the MSM.

It came as no surprise to the 
House when Navin Ramgoolam 
avoided mentioning his minister 
of Finance in his comments on 
the budget in Parliament.

This attitude of the Prime 
minister prompted a question 
which has been on the minds 
of political observers for a few 
months. For how long will Navin 
Ramgoolam bear with the MSM 
and Pravind Jugnauth ? 

Today it is anyone’s guess.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Forum on  
Human Rights

Amnesty International, Mauritius Sec-
tion is organising a forum on “Les droits humains…
de la parole aux actes”, on Friday 10th December from 11am to noon 
at the Institut Français de Maurice in Rose Hill. The event coincides 
with the International Day for Human Rights. The forum will Include 
the following speakers: Jean-Yves Juban, Amnesty France, Pramila Pat-
ten, member of the CEDAW committee, Rita Vecatasamy, director of 
CEDEM, and Lindley Couronne, director of Amnesty International 
Mauritius. Call 4663364 for more information. 

Festival International Kreol
The festival is an annual event, and this year, it will take place 

from 10th to 12th December. There will be a “lespas 
kreol” at Caudan Waterfront on Saturday 11th, compri-

sing culinary exhibitions, art exhibitions, and 
music workshops with the participation 
of Mo’zar. The main event is the mega 
concert at Domaine les Pailles, which 
will begin at 6pm on Saturday night 
to end early the next morning. The 
concert will include international artist 

Diana King, and local and regional 
artists like Menwar, Alain Ra-
manisum, OSB Crew, Rasinn, 
Zot Sa and Ras Ricky amongst 

others. Another concert to close the festival will be 
held at the MGI on Sunday 12th at 8pm.

Exhibition:  
Lumières-Coeur

Catch the first exhibition by photographer 
Roland Chantrieux, at Nautica, Riverview 
Commercial Centre, Black River on Satur-
day 11th and Sunday 12th December. Roland 
Chantrieux is French, and settled in Mauritius 
six months ago. His pictures are works of art, 
through which he uses his camera to capture rare 
shots of elements of nature. His pictures were taken 
in Madagascar. The exhibition Lumières-Cœur 
will be open from 10am to 6pm. 

Christmas Carols
The Christmas spirit is already in the air, and a 

Christmas carols concert is being organised at J & 
J Auditorium, Phoenix on Friday 17th December 

at 7.30pm. The event is being organised by Fondation 
Spectacles et Culture. The Mauritius Opera Choir and 
the Rainbow Voices, led by Katrin Caine will delight the 
audience. The proceeds collected from the event will go 
the Mauritius Opera Festival funds to finance the 2011 
opera season. Tickets are available through Rezo Otayo 

at Rs.300 for adults and Rs.100 for children under 
the age of 12. 

Discovering the South
Join in a hiking expedition that will al-

low you to discover beautiful scenery in 
the South, in places like Souffleur, Pont 
Naturel, le Bouchon and La Cambuse. 
The trail will cover 8 kilometres. The event 
is being organised by the Tourism Employees 
Welfare Fund. Transport facilities will be avai-
lable for the event. The pick up points are as 
follows: 7.30am at the central post office in 
Port Louis, at 8am at the Plaza in Rose Hill 
and 8.30am at the Curepipe town hall. Tickets are Rs.125 for adults 
and Rs.75 for children. Call 2114343 for reservations. 
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For how long will the MSM  
be in government?
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It’s that time of year again. The 
“Festival International Kreol” kicks 
off today and will go on till Decem-
ber 14th. For many, this is a time 
for celebrating, but what exactly, 
hardly anybody seems to know, let 
alone agree very much upon. 

When it comes to linguistics, 
Mauritius is far from the simplest 
place to understand. The most 
widespread language on the island 
is Creole, spoken by the vast majo-
rity of the people; yet, it is not the 
official language. Instead English 
and French are the languages used 
in offices; education is carried out 
in English; court deliberations and 
laws are published in English. Even 
the art of statecraft is not immune 
from linguistic ambiguity; article 
49 of the constitution states that 
“The official language of the As-
sembly shall be in English but any 
member may address the chair in 
French.”  Other languages such as 
Hindi, Urdu, Bhojpuri, Tamil, Te-
lugu and Mandarin remain clois-
tered mostly within specific ethnic 
and religious groups. 

But what does Creole refer to 
exactly? What is being celebrated? 
A language or an ethnicity?  The 
question has yet to receive an ade-
quate answer. Part of the reason for 
the neglect of the Creole language 

has to do with the lingering preju-
dice that it is nothing but a French 
colonial “patois”. Another part is 
the feeling that Creole, developed 
by Mauritians of African origin, is 
the mother tongue of Afro-Mau-
ritians and in this regard, any offi-
cial patronage it enjoys cannot but 
come at the expense of other his-
torical languages. If that is the case, 
then it is strange indeed; as Creole 
is used in daily intercourse by vir-
tually the entire population. This 
debate, however, is nothing new. 

Take for example, since the 
70s and 80s, one narrative, de-
veloped initially by linguist Dev 

Virahsawmy, sought to concre-
tise the self-evident truth that the 
formalization and promotion of 
Creole is an essential step towards 
the construction of a Mauritian 
identity, hence not a monopoly 
of any one ethnic group. Vinesh 
Hookoomsingh further explains, 
“following 1968 a new concept 
has appeared- “ Mauricianisme”. 
“Mauricianisme” is conceived as 
a synthesis and at the same time 
a superseding of the cultures and 
traditions of the different ethnic 
groups constituting Mauritian 
society. Of all languages present, 
precisely the Creole language was 

in the best position to express the 
emerging “Mauricianisme”, since 
it lacks any attachment to a parti-
cular class or ethnic group. Freed 
from the old myths and prejudices 
which are the legacy of colonialism, 
Creole becomes a weapon of com-
bat and a factor of national unity.” 

Ideological confusion
Just because something is ob-

vious does not mean that it does 
not have to contend with resis-
tance. A particularly mercurial 
episode occurred following the 
election of the MMM-PSM coa-
lition in 1982. The leader of the 
MMM and then-finance minister 
Paul Berenger chose to mark the 
fifteenth anniversary of the inde-
pendence of Mauritius in 1983 by 
having the Mauritius Broadcasting 
Corporation (MBC) broadcast the 
national anthem in Creole, intro-
ducing it as the “National anthem 
in the national language.” Then-
Prime minister Aneerood Jugnauth 
and then-vice Prime minister Ha-
rish Boodhoo of the Parti Socialiste 
Mauricien (PSM) raised a storm 
of controversy and had the director 
of the MBC sacked. Sections of the 
press launched a fusillade against 
the risk posed to the no doubt im-

peccable French of Mauritians by 
the increased use of Creole by the 
national broadcaster. This was one 
of the reasons for the MSM split-
ting away and the downfall of the 
MMM government in 1983. 

This episode would hint at the 
perceived ethnic roots of Creole. 
Ideological indolence would favour 
such a perception, that is, the desi-
gnation of, and hence interests, of 
Creole the language and Creole the 
ethnic grouping are synonymous. 
This flies in the face of facts. Take 
for example, after the infamous 
episode at the MBC, the MSM 
that originally took exception to 
the language courted none other 
than Gaetan Duval, who in his 
twilight years donned the mantle 
of a champion of Afro-Mauritians, 
to form a coalition government. To 
continue to think of the interests of 
both as one and the same is just as 
disingenuous as the idea that the 
language and ethnic group are one 
and the same. 

The Festival Creole is a case in 
point of this ideological confusion. 
It would serve the interests of the 
language much more to clear up 
this ambiguity, rather than just hol-
ding another party. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Those economic operators 
who expected a further 
decrease in the Key Repo 
Rrate were in for a disap-

pointment as the Governor of the 
Bank of Mauritius, Manou Beenick, 
announced this week the Monetary 
Committee Policy’s (MPC) decision 
to keep it at 4.75%. “When we reduced 
our repo rate last time,” he says, “we 
were swimming against the tide.” 

The decision may have been disappoin-
ting for some but hardly surprising. The 
background to it is rooted in the global eco-
nomic situation and the fears of the eurozone 
sovereign debt crisis. “We didn’t expect any 
rapid financial recovery,” announced the 
governor. “We had foreseen already that the 
eurozone was going to have some continued 
problems although it might not be quite on 
the verge of breakup as some people were 
thinking at the time.”

The main problem which has been 
of concern to us is the prolonged period 
of heightened currency volatility on the 
international front. You will recall the 
various lobbies which were calling for 
pegging our currency to the euro. As the 
voices got louder and louder, Manou 
Beenick started suffering from a more 
and more severe case of deafness. His 
answer was expressed this week, “We 
cannot complicate the problems coming 
from external currency volatility by trying 
to follow slavishly one or the other of 
these major currencies!” Which econo-
mist would disagree with that? The result 

is that “we have ironed out the volatility 
which we had set out to do. We have no-
thing to blush about,” he adds. 

Powers of coercion

If the MPC unanimously agreed to keep 
the repo rate unchanged, it is also because 
inflation has started rearing its head. Gone 
are the days when inflation was kept at a low 
1 or 2%. Even the predicted rate of year-on-
year inflation and headline inflation, which 

was 3 to 4%, was wrong, the governor had no 
problem admitting. He now predicts that the 
year-on-year inflation rate will go up to 5.7% 
by end of December. That is bad news for 
all of us but the short-term outlook is worse!  

So what kind of measures is the BoM 
planning to take to save our threadbare 
pockets? Apart from keeping the repo rate 
constant, the Governor goes back to the 
concern he has been expressing since the 
beginning of the year about the “liquidity 
overhang”. This means that there is not 

enough credit flowing to the sectors where 
there can be a rapid recovery as soon as 
demand picks up in the west. It is much ea-
sier, according to him, to get a loan to buy 
a car than to buy machinery. “So there is a 
problem somewhere,” he says. “It makes no 
sense to have excess credit on the one hand 
and on the other potential growth sectors not 
having any credit.”

It is not the first time the governor has 
chastised banks for not taking a bigger risk 
and lending more to sectors where there is 
need for capital. The answer of the banks is 
that just because they have liquidity, they can-
not lend left, right and centre without taking 
into account the viability of the projects they 
are called to finance. What can the bank do 
to get us out of the deadlock?

“A lot,” the governor replies with a cun-
ning smile. “I did flag for attention. If nothing 
happens, we have to explore other possibili-
ties to ensure that sectors that need credit are 
not being starved of funds. We have exhaus-
ted our powers of persuasion; now we have 
to use our powers of coercion.” 

Whether you are a banker, an economic 
operator or a consumer, here’s something to 
cheer you up, “The recovery internationally, 
although still uncertain and uneven, seems 
to be faster than expected.” That’s likely to 
push up world economic growth a little. You 
might also be heartened by the fact that our 
Foreign Direct Investment has remained at 
the same level. Some mercies we have to be 
grateful for. 

Touria PRAYAG 
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The Bank of Mauritius

A bad situation, a good outlook

Governor of the Bank of Mauritius, R.Bheenick, (Center) with Y. Googoolye, First Deputy Go-
vernor (Left) and M.I Belath, Second Deputy Governor (Right). The Troika at the BoM has urged 
banks to make credit more accessible to certain sectors to take advantage of global recovery.

This year’s festival looks set to attract the usual enthusiastic crowd.

Festival Creole: Celebrating a language or an ethnicity?



Let’s not MID 
ourselves

It warmed the cockles of quite a few hearts to 
hear the Prime minister extol the virtues of 
Maurice Ile Durable with such enthusiasm last 
week. As any Liverpool fan will tell you, however, 

one must be wary of false dawns. And the sad reality 
of the matter is that we really might be getting ahead 
of ourselves. Perhaps we should attempt to master 
some basic concepts before trying to embark on such 
a dizzyingly ambitious “national project”. 

Far be it from me to rubbish our aspirations of sus-
tainability, but the omnipresence of litter in every nook 
and cranny of our beloved island belies any grand no-
tions of greenness we might have. And refuse really is 
everywhere; it’s unseemly, unhealthy and irresponsible.  
It seems pretty obvious that we need to learn to va-
lue and respect our country if we’re ever to become 
an example for the world. We can’t expect people to 
become eco-responsible citizens if they can’t even be 
bothered to use dustbins. 

Sadly, the only realistic way of changing this will be 
to come down hard on polluters, big and small. After 
all, if people wear seatbelts nowadays it’s mainly for 
fear of fines, not safety considerations. The Environ-
ment Protection Act needs to start being taken serious-
ly. The enforcement of this very comprehensive piece 
of legislation is abysmal, which says a lot about our 
true designs. Perhaps this could be a good way for the 
minister of Environment, Deva Virahswamy, to begin 
earning his keep.

This road congestion malarkey isn’t just a monu-
mental waste of time and money; it’s also a major 
cause of stress for tens of thousands of Mauritians who 
are their wits’ end. Accordingly, a safe, clean and af-
fordable mass transit system could be the best way of 
convincing the nation that there’s another way of doing 
things. It’s only when we have one of those that we’ll be 
entitled to call ourselves a developed country. 

Until now, government has come up short almost 
every time it’s had to make a politically courageous 
decision. It really should break this habit by making a 
firm decision in terms of a Rapid Transit System once 
and for all. Also, we have to start phasing out old buses 
and trucks. How much longer will road users be taken 
hostage by lumbering, smoke-spouting scrapheaps 
that are clearly unfit for purpose? Government should 
get the ball rolling by setting up a scrapping scheme to 
persuade the owners of these lumbering monsters to 
get rid of them.  

The Prime minister is right. We’ve got to stop bloo-
dy cutting down trees! They’re our friends and they 
ask for nothing more than to be left alone. Not only is 
it morally reprehensible to fell centenarian living or-
ganisms, but it can also have all sorts of undesirable 
ecological side-effects. Yet public and private organiza-
tions do it all the time. It’s enough to make one think 
that they’re a bit ignorant and selfish. Provided they 
replant new trees (which, as you’ve probably noticed, 
they usually don’t), it’ll take a century or three before 
younger generations get to run their hands along the 
wizened trunk of a being far older than they’ll ever be. 

As we speak, an ancient banyan tree is being 
threatened by an “exclusive” villa complex in Black 
River called Esplanade. Navin Ramgoolam will be 
disconcerted to hear that the Forestry Services have 
given the go-ahead for this unsustainable underta-
king. Ferney spirit indeed! It’s also worth mentioning 
that the promoter bravely refused to take my calls. 
As I didn’t have the chance of asking him, how does 
it feel? 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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Mer itocrac y… 
A word that 
should be the 
backbone of 

every recruitment and pro-
motion system in the world, 
whether in the civil service or 
the private sector. The prin-
ciple of meritocracy brings 
with it the much longed for 
notions of transparency, 
equal opportunity and effi-
ciency. Since Mauritius has 
always prided itself on its hu-

man resources, it would seem 
logical for the government to 
push forward a system that 
gets the civil service out of 
its lethargy and makes the 
recruitment process more 
transparent. 

But the minister of Finance, 
Pravind Jugnauth said in his 
budget speech that to speed 
up recruitment in the public 
service, “the PSC will further 
delegate recruitment and pro-
motion authority to Ministries 
and Departments for technical 
and managerial staff, except 
at the most senior grades.” His 
statement sparked the outrage 
of the opposition and the trade 
unions for a simple reason: 
the PSC is empowered by the 
constitution and is viewed as an 
independent body. During the 
budget debates in Parliament last 
week, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, Paul Bérenger even said 
that “the language used in the 
Budget Speech was an attack on 
the Constitution and the PSC… 
only the PSC decides when and 
how it delegates powers.” 

What this means is that the 
PSC would be asked to delegate 
its recruitment and promotion 
responsibilities to ministries 
in the case of technical posts, 
such as doctors and architects, 
for example, and in the case of 

The generally inconspicuous Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) was propelled into the limelight after an an-
nouncement in the budget that this body would have to 
delegate its powers of recruitment and promotion. Would 
this interfere with transparency?

Public Service Commission

Is transparency   really possible?

The Public Bodies Appeal Tribunal
Both Rashid Imrith and Tulsiraj Benydin agree that the PSC is not 
an infallible institution. This is why the Public Bodies Appeal Tribu-
nal was set up, to better ensure accountability from the institution. 
The tribunal gives people the possibility to appeal against decisions 
taken by the Public Service Commission in the case of promotions, 
if they believe there was a lack of transparency or fairness. Tulsiraj 
Benydin explains, “There have been several cases where decisions 
taken by the PSC were overturned by the tribunal. So the PSC is 
not faultless, but nevertheless, the existence of the institution gives 
us a better chance of accountability.” 
Rashid Imrith agrees, and advocates that the Public Bodies Appeal 
Tribunal should actually be granted more power. He believes that 
people should also be given the opportunity to appeal against cases 
of unfair recruitment. Tulsiraj Benydin goes on to argue that if the 
minister of Finance is concerned with the need to accelerate the 
recruitment procedures and fill posts in the public sector, then 
the best thing would be to support the PSC in doing its job more 
efficiently. “There is also no reason why bureaucratic procedures 
cannot be facilitated. The PSC needs more personnel, so that it 
can work more efficiently,” he says. 

The headquarters of the PSC 
at Curepipe.



managerial roles; a situation per-
ceived as potentially disastrous, 
as there are fears that it would 
favour political interference, 
corruption, nepotism and abuse 
of power. 

“Politicians cannot recruit,” 
says Rashid Imrith, president of 
the Government General Ser-
vices Union. “The PSC was 
given executive powers preci-
sely to ensure transparency.” 
Tulsiraj Benydin, president of 
the Federation of Civil Service 
and Other Civil Service Unions 
also agrees that it is dangerous 
to give recruitment powers to 
ministries.

One thing that the polemic 
has made clear once more is 
that the perception of minis-
tries and politicians is far from 
favourable. “The general view 
is that politicians work to be re-
elected,” says Rashid Imrith. 
“Ministers meet people eve-
ryday and the pressure on them 
to reward their supporters is 
high,” he adds. “Giving power 
to the ministries will send a 
flood of people to the minis-
ter’s office every time there is 
a vacancy in the civil service. 
A situation that will eventually 
turn against them.”

“We are truly concerned 
that this would create a situa-
tion of nepotism,” adds Tulsiraj 

Benydin. “A person will feel that 
he only has to be in the boss’s 
good books to get a promotion, 
even if he doesn’t truly deserve 
it. It goes against the principles 
of meritocracy,” he adds. “The 
Public Service Commission 
does not only concern civil ser-
vants. All citizens are concer-
ned by it, because now anyone 
can apply for a post in the civil 
service. But if the government 

appoints people, on the basis of 
what criteria will they be recrui-
ted?” wonders Rashid Imrith. 
To support his argument about 
the dangers of delegated powers, 
he puts forward the case of the 
Health Care Assistants, in which 
Ashok Jugnauth was accused of 
favoritism in recruiting people 
from his own constituency as 
an electoral bribe. 

Even the Mauritian pu-
blic has reacted on the Forum 
section of lexpress.mu. Our 
bloggers are unanimous that 
the delegation of powers will 
contribute to favouritism and a 
lack of accountability. One blog-
ger even says, “To give ministers 
power is like putting in place a 
legitimized charter for corrup-
tion.”

Another reaction is, “the 
PSC does not have any power 
and is not independent. Deci-
sions are taken elsewhere.” And 
there is much more. A view that 
the existing systems have never 
been in a position to dispel. 

Replying to a question from 
Veda Baloomoody in Parliament 
last week, the Prime minister, 
Navin Ramgoolam defended 
the intention behind Pravind 
Jugnauth’s statement saying that 
it would help create a more resi-
lient and productive public ser-
vice, which can only be achieved 

by cutting down bureaucracy 
and providing the public service 
with the necessary resources, 
including adequate human re-
sources, in a timely manner. His 
view is that the solution to pro-
ductivity in the public service 
is to improve the framework 
within which such delegated 
powers are exercised, rather 
than going back to centralized 
recruitment. The Prime minis-
ter advocates a comprehensive 
set of rules or conditions, esta-
blished by the PSC,  that will 
ensure that a high standard of 
efficiency is maintained and 
that “merit, qualifications and 
experience, as well as seniority, 
continue to be respected in any 
recruitment exercises underta-
ken under delegated authority.”

The ideal situation, which 
clearly seems too good to be 
true according to the Mauritian 
public. How will things turn out 
for the PSC? The opposition 
having said that it is against the 
delegation of powers, it may be 
a while before this idea is imple-
mented. After all, if this imple-
mentation were to necessitate an 
amendment to the Constitution, 
it would require a three-quarters 
majority in Parliament. And that 
does not look too likely for now. 

Melissa LOUIS
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Public Service Commission

Is transparency   really possible?

“If this im-
plementa-

tion were to 
necessitate 
an amend-
ment to the 

Constitution, 
it would re-

quire a three-
quarters 

majority in 
Parliament. ”

The PSC: how 
it functions
The Public Service 
Commission was es-
tablished in 1953 and 
came into operation 
in 1955, functioning 
until 1967 in an ad-
visory capacity for 
the Governor accor-
ding to the colonial 
regulations.  On 2nd 
August 1967, under 
the Mauritius consti-
tution order of 1966, 
the Commission was 
vested with execu-
tive powers. The PSC 
is empowered by the 
Constitution to regu-
late recruitment and 
promotion in the ci-
vil service. The idea 
behind this move was 
to support good go-
vernance and trans-
parency. 
In section 89 (2)(a) 
of the constitution, 
it is stated that “the 
Public Service Com-
mission may, subject 
to such conditions as 
it thinks fit, delegate 
any of its powers un-
der this section by 
directions in writing 
to any Commissioner 
of the Commission or 
to any public officer.” 
However, the deci-
sion for delegation of 
powers must emanate 
from the PSC itself. 
Over the years, the 
PSC has delegated 
the recruitment of 
manual grade wor-
kers to the heads of 
the responsible de-
partments. Additio-
nally, the PSC has 
delegated its power of 
appointment in res-
pect of short term em-
ployment on contract 
or employment on 
part-time basis, such 
as the recruitment 
of doctors by the Mi-
nistry of Health and 
the Ministry of Social 
Security and the re-
cruitment of supply 
teachers by the Mi-
nistry of Education.
The PSC is also res-
ponsible for deve-
loping and approving 
the scheme of service, 
which details the job 
title, salary scale, re-
quired qualifications 
and duties for the 
post. 

Long queues at the Civil Status 
Office - more efficiency needed?
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World Anti-Corruption Day
Low Expectations = Great Satisfaction
As the world marked 

Anti-Corruption 
Day yesterday, 
the event seemed 

to be another cause for self-
congratulatory exaltation and 
the same old tune was carted 
out; that Mauritius ranks 
41st out of 179 countries in 
Transparency International’s 
(TI) Corruption Perception 
Index 2008. We have been 
regaled with the fact that the 
TI is quite impressed with 
Mauritius’ achievement , 
that of being the second least 
corrupt country in Africa,  
after Botswana. 

True as this observation 
may be, comparing one-
self to the dismal standards 
of Africa is not necessarily a 
badge of honour, let alone a 
cause for hubris. As the pre-
sident of Transparency Mau-
ritius, Jacques De Navacelle, 
digresses from the optimism 
of TI, in an interview with 
L’Express on November 21st, 
“Africa being one of the most 
corrupt countries in the world, 
I don’t think that there is cause 
for pride for the country to 
be one of the least corrupt  
African countries.” 

This view is also shared by 
Mohamed Vayid, Chairman 
of the National Economic and 
Social Council (NESC), who 
tells L’Express Weekly, that “We 
should compare ourselves to an 
absolute standard of morality, 
good conduct and governance.” 

One wonders what data was 
used in reaching the conclusion 
that Mauritius is not a corrupt 
country. Over the past ten or 
twelve years, there have been 
only three major studies re-
garding the perception of cor-
ruption. All of them identified 
corruption as a major source of 
concern. In fact, a study com-
missioned by the Independent 
Commission against Corrup-
tion (ICAC) found that no less 
than 20% of the respondents 
identified corruption as a ma-
jor problem, ahead of drugs and 
crime. Particular institutions 
such as the police, customs and 
National Transport Authority 
were singled out as particularly 
bad examples.

Mohamed Vayid, who 
brought up the issue of corrup-
tion at the presentation of the 
annual report of the NESC, told 
l’Express Weekly, “There is always 
a certain disconnect between 
theoretical exercises and the per-
ception on the ground. Mauritius 
is quite a hermetic, closed society. 
It takes a certain amount of time 
and experience, and even then ac-
curacy is not guaranteed, to find 

out what is going on.”
This, however, is not to insi-

nuate that corruption is merely 
a matter of greasing the palm of 
a customs officer or policeman. 
A fish, they say, begins rotting in 
the head. 

Corruption is raised to the 
level of an art when it comes to 
politics. A large chunk of the war 
chests of the various political par-
ties come from sources within 
the private sector. Mohamed 
Vayid explains, “Elections cost a 
hell of a lot of money. Actual ex-
penditure exceeds anything our 
aspiring members of parliament 
declare. That money comes from 
somewhere, not just from politi-
cal supporters. There must be big 
firms involved, who ultimately 
through creative accounting and 
cooking their books can continue 
to do so unnoticed.”

Despite appeals from pri-
vate sector spokesmen to de-
clare contributions to parties, 
when the parties themselves 
refuse to publish their accounts 
and how much they receive 
from the private sector, it makes 
their hymns about transparency 
ring hollow. 

There is an urgent need to 
purge vestiges of corruption 
from the most elementary ex-
pression of democracy: elec-
tions. A code of conduct was 
under contemplation. This, 
however, has not yet been 

translated into reality, let alone 
proved sufficient to prevent po-
liticians from treating elections 
as a time to be charitable with 
pressure cookers and LCDs. 

What happens when the 
fight against corruption is 
hamstrung because the powers 
of institutions charged with 
fighting corruption are not 
clearly demarcated? Such a 
case exists in the case of the 
Independent Commission 
against corruption (ICAC). 
The ICAC, for instance, can-
not take any action without the 
go-ahead from the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP). 
“There is some incoherence,” 
Vayid highlights, “in the way 
certain institutions function, 
as there is everywhere else 
in the world. The idea is to 
streamline them and make 
sure that they help and not 
impede one another.” Rashi-
da Domah, Director of the 
Corruption Prevention and 
Education division of ICAC, 
speaking to l’Express Weekly, 
has a different take, “When 
we receive complaints, a team 
of investigators looks into the 
matter. The case is then refer-
red to the DPP as a means of 
double-checking what has been 
found.” Is this not a case of too 
many cooks spoiling the broth? 

The results speak for them-
selves. Domah proudly points 

out, “So far, there have been 50 
convictions following investiga-
tion by the ICAC, involving 55 
people. There are 105 cases in 
court, awaiting a ruling. The 50 
convictions took place between 
2006 and 2010, as the ICAC’s 
work really started to pick up 
speed after 2006. In 2010 alone, 
there were 26 convictions. The 
momentum is there, and with 
the current trend, we believe we 
will be able to prosecute 60 to 70 
cases per year.” Despite the num-
bers, the ICAC still has to net 
some big fish to make its efficacy 
evident to the public at large.

If we are serious about com-
bating corruption in Mauritius, 
we have to stop comparing our-
selves with Africa and begin by 
actually measuring the progress 
made in our own country. Vayid 
makes the point that “It is im-
portant to have institutions and 
laws, but ultimately, it is the indi-
vidual citizen of this country that 
will win the fight against corrup-
tion. How far they are willing to 
combat corruption even if it 
means incurring some losses is 
what will determine the results.”

 In the interim, we will have 
to content ourselves with baby 
steps. A law obliging parties to 
publish their finances and a long 
overdue code of conduct for 
elections would be a good start. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

  
“The ICAC 
still has to 

net some big 
fish to make 
its efficacy 
evident to 
the public  
at large.”

The tag of the Wunderkind of Africa is misleading and may result in a dangerous feeling of self-satisfaction.



n  You are in the middle of moving to 
your new campus in Moka. What does 
this represent for you?

The achievement of an 11-year old 
dream. My wife and I came back to Mauri-
tius with the specific intention of launching 
this country’s first private university and this 
new, multi-million rupee campus is yet ano-
ther step which brings us closer to our goal.

n  What were the other steps?
There have been quite a few of them. 

Our very first one was our association with 
the De Chazal du Mée (DCDM) firm and 
the launch, at the time, of this country’s first 
school of business, the DCDM Business 
School. Then came the need to make our 
views known to the relevant authorities, 
which led to the passing of the relevant le-
gislation. This took place in 2005 with the 
Education and Training (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2005. We have thus far be-
come the only private academic institution 
to award our own certificates and diplomas. 
Then came the decision to open up our sha-
reholding to this country’s biggest private 
firms -15 have so far joined us in this venture. 
Then we purchased seven acres of land at 
Telfair, Moka, and began the construction of 
our Rs 230m state-of-the-art campus which 
becomes operational on 1 January 2011.

n Does this new campus come with 
any new plans?

Indeed. In addition to offering a wider 
range of programmes through our two main 
international academic Australian partners, 
Curtin University and Challenger TAFE, 
we’ll be moving into new and exciting areas 
such as Banking, Community Services, Edu-
cation, Interior Design and Sustainability, as 
well as implanting ourselves firmly on the 
Indian and African continents. 

n How will you deal with students from 
these continents? Your campus, I un-
derstand, does not offer any residential 
quarters. 
The construction of halls of residence for 
our international students will start before 
the end of next year. 

n There are campuses sprouting up all 
over the island. What does the Charles 
Telfair Institute offer my child that s/he 
cannot get elsewhere?
Quality, quality and more quality. 

n That’s what every private education 
provider says!

It is simple: we have devoted 11 years to 
quality and I think that if you were to ask the 
man in the street how he perceives our Ins-
titute, he would say something like, “A place 
where they blend quality, care and innova-
tion in a masterful manner.”  For too long 
now public universities, locked in their ivory 
towers, have neglected quality at the expense 
of numbers and this is exactly what we and 
our Australian partners are here to disprove. 
Without quality always and everywhere, any 
institution, academic or otherwise, is dead.

n  I don’t know what the man in the 
street says but what the students are 
saying is that the fees and cost of edu-
cation are increasing continuously. Are 
we in a situation where education has 
become a lucrative business?

If one is after quality, one has to be pre-
pared to pay for it. This precept applies to 
anything we have in life, education included.

n  Is the creation of a new ministry for 
higher education good or bad news?

For us it’s good news. A dedicated mi-
nistry will not only bring renewed impetus 
to the concept of the knowledge hub that 
was hatched some eight years ago but will 
also address relevant issues as and when 
they emerge. 

n The minister of Tertiary Educa-
tion talks about having one graduate 
per Mauritian family, encouraging 
research, and bringing 100 000 in-
ternational students here? Are these 
achievable targets or just hot air?

Whenever I am asked these ques-
tions, I tend to sigh. Firstly, it must be 
understood that these are long-term ob-
jectives. You do not build a knowledge 
hub in a few years and let’s face it: this 
country is not renowned for its com-
petence in this area. We are only taking 
tentative, hesitant steps right now – so 
let’s not be too ambitious and in a great 
hurry! Secondly, as mentioned above, 
let’s produce quality graduates who can 
be employed and contribute to the eco-
nomy.

n What do you think the role of the new 
ministry should be?

The new ministry must understand 
clearly its role in this process. If it plans to 
perpetuate the control and regulatory men-
tality which characterized so much its ope-
rations during the 1980s and 1990s, then 
it will fail miserably in its role. But if on the 
other hand, the new Minister sees it as a 
golden opportunity to facilitate the growth 

of the knowledge hub and the tertiary edu-
cation sector generally through much hand-
holding and coaching, then it will be on the 
right track.

n Do you have the impression that the 
minister understands the role as you 
have just defined it?

Having met him on a number of occa-
sions, yes, I think he does.  His difficulties will 
of course be the cumbersome bureaucracy 
that surrounds and threatens to smother his 
drive and initiative.

n What kind of cumbersomeness?
Just look at the current debacle between 

the Mauritius Qualifications Authority 
(MQA) and the Tertiary Education Com-
mission (TEC) and the confusion that 
prevails regarding the registration and accre-
ditation processes of an institution like ours 
as it struggles to achieve its goals. The deci-
sion-making powers of these organizations 
are vast but often slow and burdensome, 
weighed down by ambiguity, confusion and 
indecision.

n You are the only private tertiary 
educational institution to have been 
awarded the right to offer your own cer-
tificates. Are Mauritian students really 
interested in a degree from Charles Tel-
fair Institute?
Any academic institution worth its salt has to 
cater for as wide a range of students as pos-
sible. And this is exactly what we are doing. 
Through Curtin, TAFE and our own offe-
rings, we are able to offer a wide and impres-
sive range of high quality degrees, diplomas 
and certificates that would suit the tastes and 
pockets of as many clients as possible.

n You welcomed the idea of extending 

opening hours for universities but you 
expressed certain apprehensions. Have 
these apprehensions been soothed or 
reinforced by the minister’s actions?

Currently, our Institute opens at 7.00am 
and closes at 8.30pm from Monday to Fri-
day. On Saturdays, we open at 7.00am and 
close at 5.00pm. Sometimes, we run on 
Sundays as well. If the Minister is asking for 
more, then urgent steps would be required to 
sort out the public transport system. I can’t 
see this taking place in the near future.

n So when will we attract a sufficient 
number of students to become the 
knowledge hub we have been obsessing 
about for years?

Because of our population size, any si-
gnificant growth in numbers can only ema-
nate from overseas. To attract any significant 
number of overseas students, we’ll have to 
offer world-class, internationally recognized 
products of high quality at a decent cost. I 
repeat: this will take a while. Our modern 
campus is but a step in this direction. 

n How was the new budget received in 
academia? 

Here at the Institute, with mixed feelings. 
On the positive side, we welcomed the de-
cision taken to speed up the processing of 
visa applications from international students 
and the decision to allow them to seek part-
time employment. On the other hand, we 
felt a certain degree of despondency. In our 
previous communications with the minister, 
we had expressed our thinking very clearly. 
We had stated that for Mauritius to achieve 
its knowledge hub ambition, it needs to go 
beyond flooding the country with foreign 
universities and encourage the emergence 
of a homegrown effort. This effort can only 
succeed if Government levels the playing 
field between state-sponsored and private 
institutions – and one way of doing this is 
through the education voucher system.

n Which implies what exactly?
That any Mauritian student would be 

given a voucher at the end of his or her se-
condary school studies to attend a tertiary 
education institution of his or her choice. 
This voucher would be discounted against 
the fees of the  university he or she wishes 
to attend.

n This voucher you are fighting for 
might not come your way. There are 
many tertiary private education pro-
viders on the island.

All I can say is that if Government is as se-
rious about the knowledge hub concept as we 
are, it needs to open the doors to all concerned 
– and not only those attending public institu-
tions. The voucher system is an ideal demo-
cratic way of achieving this very goal and in 
the process; it will level the playing field.

n What is the outlook for Mauritius in 
tertiary education?

The knowledge hub concept is a new 
and exciting venture for Mauritius and we 
at CTI are proud to be its leading pioneers. 
We have come a long way already. Much 
work still lies ahead though and if we are to 
succeed, collaboration and communication 
between all stakeholders are the key words.

Touria PRAYAG
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“We need a level-playing field”

Interview
with Professor Eric Charoux,  
Executive Director of Charles Telfair Institute
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The embassy cables have given us a 
glimpse of the ugly underbelly of how 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice operates. Now we need to poke it.  

The embassy cables 
released by the 
whistleblower web-
site WikiLeaks last 

week are a bit like the story of 
the Chagos. They are a force-
ful and timely reminder of the 
abuses governments are capable 
of perpetrating in the name of 
their national interests. Now 
that their perfidy has been drag-
ged out into the light of day, the 
question that begs is, what bea-
ring, if any, will the leaked em-
bassy cables have on the dual 
struggles for sovereignty and 
resettlement? Will the Mauritian 
government and Chagossian 

community succeed in utilizing 
these damning documents to 
their advantage? Unsurprisingly, 
the answers are contingent on a 
whole raft of factors. 

First though, let’s go back to 
the origins of our tale. It all started, 
fittingly enough, with a confidential 
document. Indeed, the euphemis-
tically titled 1963 paper “Defense 
Problems in the Indian Ocean 
Area” marked the formalization of 
the interest of the US and the UK 
in the possible use of the Chagos 
as a military base from which to 
control the Indian Ocean theatre. 
Barely a year later, these fast diplo-
matic friends began planning on 

how best to wrest the archipelago 
from its rightful owner, Mauritius, 
with minimum fuss or “external 
pressures for self-determination,” 
as a 1964 memo noted. 

The slew of embassy cables 
made public last week revealed 
that not much, if anything, has 
changed in the intervening half a 
century or so since the two Wes-
tern powers hatched their shady 
plot. In that respect, the leaks 
hardly break new ground. Most 
of them simply confirmed what 
many had long suspected. Yes, the 
primary purpose of the Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) was to 
prevent resettlement rather than to 
protect the archipelago’s nonpareil 
biodiversity. No, the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, regrets 
neither the excision of the Chagos 
nor the eviction of its population of 
1 500, despite sporadic utterances 
to the contrary by the British go-
vernment. And yes, the colonial 
mindset is alive and kicking in the 
corridors of Whitehall. 

So what’s new? It’s been clear 
for years that the FCO knew from 
the outset that what it was doing 
was egregiously wrong. Worse, 
not only did it go ahead with the 
scheme anyway, but it availed it-
self of the assistance of successive 
British governments and even 
Queen Elizabeth II to perpetuate 
this monumental deception using 
every subterfuge and legerdemain 
in the book. 

As the former British High 
Commissioner and coordinator of 
the All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Chagos Islands (APPG), David 

Snoxell, recently showed in “From 
the capture of Ile de France to the 
Chagos Archipelago”, his excellent 
lecture for the commemoration of 
the bicentenary anniversary of the 
arrival of the British in Mauritius, 
far more explosive material has 
long been available in the dusty 
boxes of FCO and State Depart-
ment documents that have been 
declassified over the years.

Galvanize  
government resolve

So are the leaked embassy 
cables just a drizzle in a thimble? 
As Ram Seegobin, the founder of 
Lalit, rightly observes, they won’t 
be of much legal use, nor will they 
give Mauritius more clout in bilate-
ral negotiations with the UK. Politi-
cally, however, they could come in 
very handy indeed. It’ll be up to the 
Mauritian authorities to maximize 
their impact. “For instance, it could 
help government garner support if 
it decides to introduce a motion in 
the United Nations asking that the 
affair be taken to the International 
Court of Justice,” he suggests.  

For David Snoxell, they’re 
added proof of the FCO’s tendency 
to “ventriloquize” what it’d like the 
Americans to say. “It’s the FCO 
that’s trying to persuade the US 
that the outer islands are needed for 
defence purposes, not vice-versa. At 
no point have the US said anywhere 
that they need the outer islands for 
defence purposes,” he affirms. And 
why would the FCO go to such 
lengths? “To defend its position,” 
he offers somewhat cryptically.  

Closer to home, the leaks could 
serve to galvanize government’s re-
solve to reclaim its sovereignty over 
the Chagos. In Parliament on Tues-
day, the Prime minister indicated 
that the administration is looking 
at all its options in view of exer-
cising “full sovereignty” over the 
archipelago. Neither has he been 
fooled by certain conciliatory ulu-
lations coming from London (the 
British minister for Africa, Henry 
Bellingham, recently told the mi-
nister of Foreign affairs, Arvin 
Boolell, that the coalition govern-
ment’s position will not be that of 
the former Labour government). 
As the interview of David Snoxell 
in l’express revealed last Monday, 
it’s not always the elected officials 
who call the shots when it comes 
to the Chagos. 

Even if it remains to be seen 
whether government can translate 
its newfound bluster into action, 
its decision to review its strategy is 
good news indeed. For far too long, 
it has been found wanting when it 
mattered most and seems to be fo-
rever consulting with its legal team. 
The leaks are an opportunity for 
the country to significantly up the 
ante. And how could it do that? It 
could start by thinking outside the 
box. Earlier this week, the Prime 
minister of the Maldives, Moha-
med Nasheed, appeared on the 
BBC’s Hard Talk to plead for his 
country’s survival in the face of cli-
mate change. He did a remarkably 
good job of it. Would it be outlan-
dish to ask Navin Ramgoolam to 
appear in similar fora to bring the 
battle for justice to the world? 

Chagos and WikiLeaks

Leaks, lies and a lost archipelago

The message remains the same. Hopefully, the response will be 
different this time.  
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Truth, that 
great menace

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]
In terms of the legal struggle 

for resettlement, the leaks will 
doubtless come in extremely 
useful. If the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR) rules 
that it has jurisdiction over the 
British Indian Ocean Territory, 
these documents will offer a very 
potent reminder of the extreme 
duplicity of the FCO. As Robin 
Mardemootoo, who is part of the 
Chagos Refugee Group (CRG)’s 
legal team and founder of Speak, 
a global human rights NGO, told 
l’express Weekly: “These leaked 
cables will no doubt have an ef-
fect on everything we are doing.  
While it remains to be seen what 
effect in law will they have, they 
will surely show people and that 
includes the Strasbourg judges 
and the European Union MPs 
and Commissioners, the deceit 
and abject misrepresentation of 
the FCO in the way they have 
handled this matter.”

Support of No Bases 
movement

The solicitor remains upbeat 
that the ECHR will see eye-to-
eye with the CRG: “The UK 
government has argued that the 
European Convention of Hu-
man Rights was never expressly 
extended to the British Indian 
Ocean Territory and therefore 
do not cover the BIOT. We di-
sagree. We argue that the ECHR 
applies to the BIOT because 
it was extended to the Chagos 
Islanders when the Chagos Is-
lands were part of Mauritius and 
has never been renounced. The 
UK government argues that the 

BIOT was a wholly different 
territory from Mauritius; we 
again disagree and aver that the 
very islands that made up BIOT 
were part of Mauritius when the 
ECHR was expressly extended 
to Mauritius.”

 At the end of the day though, 
perhaps the best way to seek re-
dress will be to impress upon 
the Americans that Mauritian 
sovereignty and resettlement of 
the outer islands pose no threats 
to Diego Garcia. For decades, 
Washington has gotten away 
with acting like the proverbial 
innocent bystander that has no 
involvement in the fiasco. Apart 
from the fact that it’s at the origin 
of this whole sordid tale, it’s com-
mon knowledge that the UK, to 
the growing dismay of many of 
its citizens, will acquiesce to any 
request made by the US. And 
that’s where Lalit’s three-pronged 
approach draws its merit. Rather 
than focus on a single aspect of 
the issue, it has chosen to cast as 
wide a net as possible. Thanks 
to its opposition to the base, for 
example, it has enlisted the sup-
port of the No Bases movement. 
That’s one way of helping the 
cause gain momentum. 

It’s also worth remembe-
ring that we’ve only had a tiny 
glimpse of the documents in 
Wikileaks’ possession. Last 
week’s cables could end up loo-
king tame compared to future 
revelations. One thing is sure: 
in the age of WikiLeaks, he who 
lives by the confidential docu-
ment, dies by the confidential 
document. 

Nicholas RAINER

Chagos and WikiLeaks

Leaks, lies and a lost archipelago

Chagos Conservation Trust :  the Chagos, a place worth fighting for. 

The view from Salomon Island. 
Who can blame the Chagossians 
from wanting to wake up there? 
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ILLER Here’s a question for you; what is the most 
dangerous weapon in the whole world? 
Is it the atomic bomb? Is it nerve gas? 
Or is it chemical warfare?

The answer is “none of the above”. Otherwise 
some madman would have taken on the world a 
long time ago.

Another madman however, the spiffy Julian As-
sange has managed to take on the world with a 
completely different and rather sexy weapon: the 
truth. And man, how scared people are of that par-
ticular threat! 

The whole thing would have been funny had it not 
be a tad worrying.  How scared must the States and 
the UK be of the truth if they’re prepared to launch a 
worldwide manhunt in a desperate attempt to shut 
Assange up? Except obviously, arresting him or tor-
turing him or killing him won’t change a thing be-
cause if Assange is to be believed- and I do tend to 
believe him- if anything happens to him, the rest of  
the 250 000 cables in WikiLeaks’ possession will be 
automatically released.

Oh well that’s a tough one for those conni-
ving people sitting in plush offices in London and 
Washington! 

WikiLeaks hasn’t changed very much for Mau-
ritius besides confirming what we really knew; that 
despite its protests to the contrary, the Brits think 
we’re a joke and think that the Chagossians are an 
even bigger joke. 

But even though those particular cables won’t be 
of great help to us, isn’t it soothing for a change to be 
told the truth? 

I wonder if people in government think the same 
way? Hard to tell but it must placate them to know 
that at the very least they weren’t fooled by the Brits’ 
hypocrisy.

Now that they know how it feels to made a fool out 
of, to be lied to, to be manipulated, to be patronized, 
do you think it will make them think twice next time 
they’re inclined to indulge in a bit of deceit? 

Because let’s not fool ourselves about people’s 
reaction to WikiLeaks; it all depends on where you 
stand; when you’re on the giving end of it, the end 
justifies the means. When you’re on the receiving end, 
you will feel the righteous anger of the wronged. 

 Lying and manipulating and hiding facts and 
cheating are the basic essentials of power as it is prac-
ticed today. But WikiLeaks is an opportunity for all 
the governments who have been on the receiving end 
of the US’s and the UK’s two-facedness to reflect on 
their own methods at home. 

Whatever they’re being the victims of now, they 
subject their own people to. On a smaller scale pe-
rhaps but governments still lie, manipulate and abuse 
the very people they ask to trust them. 

So maybe we should start by asking our own go-
vernment to come clean. Imagine a WikiLeak cable 
just on Mauritius. Exposing politicians’ plots, their 
intrigue, and the truth behind every decision and 
their real motivations.

Wouldn’t that be great? Again, it all depends 
where you stand. Obviously the best way to avoid the 
embarrassment of leaks, wiki or not, is to stop lying. 

Then we wouldn’t need Australian truth knights 
to come deliver us from untruth!



Human rights: ina-
lienable and fun-
damental rights 
that should per-

tain to all human beings… 
Yet, human rights’ violations 
are a matter of daily occur-
rence. We only have to think 
about the use of absolute 
power by seeking to eradicate 
perceived ‘domestic threats’ 
like the winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, Liu Xiaobo, in 
China, or how the nation in 
Haiti is being deprived of its 
socio-economic rights. Closer 
to home, are the Chagossians 
who were robbed of their 
land for geo-political reasons 
and the even less-talked-
about plight of the migrant 
workers in Mauritius.  

As the world commemo-
rates the adoption of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights, 62 years ago, we are 
reminded that political rights 
are not merely restricted to the 
right to vote every five years.  
We need to be a politically 
aware electorate, guided by the 
party’s ideology and participa-
ting actively in influencing the 
decisions of our representa-
tives.  This implies that people 
are the subject rather than the 
object of politics.

“Education plays an im-
portant role in allowing civil 

society to demonstrate such 
agency.  This has been the 
goal of the Human Rights 
Education Programme,” ex-
plains Stephan Boncoeur, 
Human Rights Education Of-
ficer of Amnesty International 
Mauritius Section (AIMS).  
The key is awareness and un-
derstanding: bringing human 
rights issues closer to home 
and making them accessible 
to ordinary people. The re-
cent launch of a cartoon-style 
book on the Constitution, and 
courses on human rights and 
leadership, which have been 
delivered to some 400 citizens 

around the island are endea-
vours to make the issue of 
human rights tangible to the 
people of Mauritius.  For Ma-
rie Antoinette Brunnette, a 41 
year-old housewife, “Having 
followed the course allows me 
to educate my children appro-
priately by stressing the im-
portance of respecting others 
despite differences in choices 
and opinions.”   Darmen Ap-
padoo, a 44 year old foreman, 
affirms that “Securing human 
rights lies at the core of a de-
mocracy and citizens should 
be aware of their fundamental 

rights in order to react when 
those rights are undermined.”

Founded by Peter Benen-
son and awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Peace in 1977, Am-
nesty International has been 
consistently working to tap 
the conscience of  civil society 
by creating an international 
network to combat torture, 
discrimination, restriction 
of freedom, and war crimes.  
Women and children are of-
ten the most vulnerable to 
human rights violations and 
are at the heart of the quest 
for political, social, economic 

and cultural rights.
To mark this day, AIMS is 

holding a forum entitled ‘Les 
droits humains…de la pa-
role aux actes’, at the Institut 
Français de Maurice and will 
officially launch its website.  
To help safeguard the human 
rights of the citizens of this 
world, a concerted effort on the 
part of individuals along with 
governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations is requi-
red.  There are many causes at 
hand and now is the time to act.

Majhegy MURDEN

USING history and current affairs to 
promote the English language… Activities 
organised by the English-Speaking Union 
(ESU) have attracted the participation of 
many students and several of these young 
people were rewarded for their writing or 
drawing talent. 

On Tuesday 7th December, the winners 
of the 6th edition of the “Commonwealth 
Essay Competition” received prizes for their 
entries. Established in 1883, the competi-
tion – “Write around the World” - has be-
come a unique educational project with the 
participation of over 50,000 students from 
around the world.  In Mauritius, the com-
petition attracted 91 essays as opposed to 55 
last year. The theme for 2010 was “Science, 
Technology and Society», matching this 
year’s Commonwealth theme. Participants 
were provided with several related topics to 
choose from. The winners of the competition 
are aged 12 and above. They are: Keshawlall 
Basant Roi, Aditi Sristi Bickharry, Koosoom 
Sookun and Sheik Annas Aumeer. 

“This competition has been running 
for over 100 years and is firmly esta-
blished as a highly regarded and popular 
international education project,” said Sir 

Victor Glover, the Patron of ESU Mauri-
tius and Honorary Representative of the 
Royal Commonwealth Society in Mauri-
tius. “The winners of this global competi-
tion are a matter of pride for our country. 
Such a contest is a pedestal to develop the 

talent of our future writers,” he added. 
The English Speaking Union also or-

ganised a drawing and essay competition in 
line with the bicentenary of the arrival of the 
British in Mauritius in 1810. The competi-
tion attracted 162 essays and 105 drawings 

from students aged 10 to 18. The prize gi-
ving ceremony, held last week, was hosted by 
Northfields International School, which also 
sponsored the event along with the British 
Council, Emtel Ltd, and Librairie Le Cygne. 
The winners of the essay competition are: 
Ghirish Reedoy, Anuradha Bissoon, Rahul 
Krylov Ramtohul, and Smriti Medhavi Bis-
soonauth. The winners of the drawing com-
petition are: Louis Jonathan Felicite from 
Rodrigues, Sheetal Keeroo, Samiihah Bisto, 
and Tanishta Gopal. 

The aim of such competitions is to en-
gage students in the active use of the English 
language while allowing them to develop 
their creativity and challenge their imagina-
tion. It also gives them the opportunity to 
reflect and have their say on the issues that 
affect our world today. 

And there are more opportunities co-
ming up for our creative youngsters. The 
2011 Commonwealth Essay Competition 
will be open for entries from 1st January to 
1st May 2010.  The theme will once again 
reflect the Commonwealth’s annual theme: 
«Women as agents of change».

Melissa LOUIS
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Getting creative through English

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S ]

“Securing 
human 

rights lies at 
the core of a 
democracy.”

The winners of the Commonwealth Essay competition, accompanied by Sir Victor Glover, 
Mohamad Vayid, Sharmila Kowlessur and the British High Commissioner, Nick Leake.

International Human Rights Day

For all Rights, for all Humans

Human Rights Education is still not given the importance it deserves in our education system.
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Thank you,
Julian

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

Tautology is a word oft-abused in the acade-
mic world. Reality, more than the dusted 
scrolls of academia, provides a more per-
tinent setting for the term. Case in point: 

the furore over WikiLeaks.  
One cannot claim in all seriousness that the cables were 

exactly a revelation. That the ossified Saudi monarchy 
has urged the United States to attack Iran in pursuit of a 
medievalist grudge match, that hedonistic Saudi petro-
billionaires are the patrons of puritan Al-Qaida,   that the 
U.S-installed president of Afghanistan Hamid Karzai cuts 
a weak and pathetic figure, that no one is impressed by 
Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak’s brood, that U.S-ins-
talled Iraqi President Nouri al-Maliki unleashed a reign 
of terror against his opponents, complete with sectarian 
death squads, surprises no one.  

Neither does the fact that Lebanon’s defence minister 
Elias El-Murr was advising Israeli’s on how to target and 
bomb his own country, nor that Al-Salih in Yemen was 
guilty of similar shenanigans. 

Even the curt appraisal of personalities by American di-
plomats did not raise many eyebrows. It isn’t exactly a secret 
that French president Nicholas Sarkozy’s governing philo-
sophy would be more fitting for the court of Louis XIV’s 
Versailles, rather than the increasingly hollow ‘Liberté, Ega-
lité, Fraternité’ of the French Republic. That Angela Merkel 
is the strong-woman of Europe, Mexico is losing the war 
against drugs, Nazarbayev in Kazakhstan is trading in real 
estate in his country for palaces in Dubai, and that China 
feels itself surrounded by enemies and is jumpy about arms 
sales to Taiwan. None of this news if one really thinks about 
it. These themes have long dominated media discourse. 

Closer to home, in the case of the Chagos archipelago, 
the same situation obtains.  The British government was 
always duplicitous when it came to Diego Garcia. That 
the Marine protected area (MPA) was a ruse to keep the 
Chagossians out of their homeland, that the British go-
vernment was aggressively orchestrating a public relations 
campaign for the MPA nor even the fact that behind the 
charm and doublespeak of the British nomenklatura, the 
same old colonial prejudices and mindset is still alive and 
strong, even the pejoratives have stayed the same (‘Man 
Fridays’). Sadly, not much of this is news in the real sense. 
In fact, it has only confirmed the conclusion long held by 
many here in Mauritius that the British were never serious 
about resolving the issue, that negotiations alone are a tac-
tic borne of impotence rather than initiative. 

What is news is the extent to which governments have 
gone to cover up the leaks.  Imagine Interpol getting in-
volved and issuing notices for a case of sexual misdemea-
nour whose penalty is a measly four years. The British have 
arrested Julian Assange, the founder and front man of Wi-
kiLeaks, to be extradited to the United States where this 
Australian citizen is accused of committing a ‘treasonous 
act’ against the United States by releasing the documents. 

This is where the real reason for the uproar over the 
leaked documents lies.  It’s not, nor should it be, anger 
based upon new revelations regarding the diplomatic 
corps and their musings, but rather because this episode 
has merely confirmed, in all essentials, the worst that 
people had long assumed about their governments. That 
conclusion is what is horrifying. If one has to be angry 
about something, it should be this: the WikiLeaks episode 
has merely reminded us that, given carte blanche, a go-
vernment will inevitably try to keep its people in the cold 
embrace of one of the most terrifying enemies a people can 
ever face - ignorance. We have WikiLeaks to thank for that. 

[ S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S

The Genuine Mauritian Product
The future of handicraft

Mauritian handi-
craft has graced 
the luggage of 
many a tourist 

wanting to take back a taste of 
our cultural richness, historical 
and unique appeal.  Employing 
more than 12,000 craftsmen di-
rectly and 2000 others indirectly, 
craftsmanship constitutes the 
main form of small and medium 
enterprises.  21st Century Mau-
ritian handicraft has evolved to 
be imbued with economic and 
social missions: from socio-eco-
nomic empowerment to being 
part of occupational therapy, 
helping more than one to live a 
better life.  Craftwork requires 
patience, know-how, innovation 
with the mastery of representing 
local flavour.  Today, handicraft 
constitutes an industry of its own 
with new challenges.

Mauritian handicraft has more 
to offer than employment and an 
economic contribution.  It allows 
the recycling of labour and acts as 
an avenue for personal develop-
ment for those interested. Through 
the varied courses offered in wo-
men’s centres and non-profit 
organisations, training in design 
and craft skills has become more 
readily available.  Many unem-
ployed ladies are encouraged to 
set up their own small enterprise 
after having been trained in the 
making of handicraft products.  A 
praiseworthy accomplishment is 
that of the Craft Academy.  Foun-
ded in 1988, the Craft Academy 
has helped many youngsters from 
deprived socio-economic circums-
tances who missed out on their 
Certificate in Primary Education 
(CPE).  Through the years, the 
Craft Academy has enabled many 
youngsters from 16 to 22 years to 
gain literacy skills through craft 
skills. As a charitable institution, 
it has succeeded in re-habilitating 
these youngsters.  Many would be 
surprised to know that handicraft is 
even used as part of oc-
cupational therapy as 
is the case at Chry-
salide in Bambous.  
For two years, more 

than fifty ladies have followed a 
course in craftsmanship as part of 
therapy.  According to Annick Ge-
bert, facilitator at the rehabilitation 
centre, “the aim of craftsmanship is 
to equip the residents with lifelong 
skills like self confidence, resource-
fulness in view to help them in gai-
ning independence which in turn 
will help them in their re-insertion 
in society.”

The gangrene affec-
ting Mauritian craft 

While the label ensures a 
growing market for the 12000 lo-
cal artisans registered at the Small 
and Medium Enterprises Deve-
lopment Authority (SMEDA), 
Mauritian handicraft has still not 
managed to solve its persisting 
drawbacks. The lack of creati-
vity, the access to raw materials 
needed to complement  creative 
ideas, demand still being unmat-
ched by supply, minimum use of 
technology in the making of Mau-
ritian handicraft and the problem 
of marketing one’s product and 
access to markets still persevere.  
Amar Deerpalsing, president of 
the Federation of SMEs argues 
for the need to review the marke-
ting strategies in order to enable 
entrepreneurs to be nearer to and 
easily reachable by their clients.  As 
such, the label GMP does not heal 
the gangrene affecting Mauritian 
craft.  For his part, Rudy Tannoo, 
from the Arts & Crafts Manufac-
turers Association of Mauritius 
(ACMAM) believes that “If the 
law regulating the import 
of handicraft is not 
reinforced, the la-
bel GMP will 

not be able to counteract the in-
vasion of poor quality handicraft 
from China, Madagascar and 
other places which upon passing 
through customs are tagged as 
Made in Mauritius.”

With a budget of at least  
Rs 5000 devoted to the purchase 
of souvenirs by tourists, handicraft 
represents a rich source of indirect 
export and of foreign currency.  
Questioning the viability of Mauri-
tian handicraft, in terms of innova-
tive techniques and ideas together 
with proper marketing strategies 
dispensed to entrepreneurs are of 
prime importance. The free tickets 
given by the SMEDA to small 
entrepreneurs to attend overseas 
SMEs fairs do not necessarily help 
in securing markets. The lack of 
expertise of most Mauritian arti-
sans and their inability to invest in 
technological equipment added 
to the already enduring problems 
mentioned above may one day 
leave Mauritian craft “as dead as 
the Dodo.” Let’s hope something 
is done before then. 

Majhegy MURDEN

All of us know the little dodo figurine, the “tant vacoas” and the “sapo lapay”.  
Mauritian handicraft that underwent a lethargic era in the early 1990s has now 
sprouted very imaginatively whether in small remote villages or the bustling 
city of Port Louis with varying purposes.  The much-awaited launching of the 
Genuine Mauritian Product (GMP) label to promote Mauritian products with 
added value provides us with an opportunity to delve into Mauritian handicraft. 

Basket-making has always 
been the mainstay of the 
local handicraft industry.



Most readers would 
agree that era-
dication of ab-
solute poverty 

(EAP) is no easy task for various 
reasons. These would include 
inter alia factors inherent in the 
concerned individuals. 

l Unreliable data on who 
the individuals concerned are, 
because some of those in the 
EAP database do not belong 
to the absolute poor category.

l Some of those in the 
EAP database are not keen 
to make the necessary effort 
to extricate themselves out of 
their current situation in spite 
of the support provided, while 
others would like the support 
to go on for ever.

l Others lack the confi-
dence that they would be 
able to fall back on their feet 
in case something goes wrong 
and find it safer to remain 
where they are and continue 
benefiting from the available 
support.

l Others still have got 
themselves into behaviour pat-
terns that make it difficult for 
them to get back to the mains-
tream – this would include 
victims of substance abuse and 
alcoholics.

l A small minority are 
simply unable to help them-
selves because of extreme phy-
sical and/or mental disabilities 
or age.

Creating a false 
aura of permanence

While the issues raised 
above are complex enough, 
there are definite systemic 
factors that further exacer-
bate the problem.  Some of 
these relate to issues of fair 
pricing and fair wages.  

It is a known fact that 
developed countries inflict 
all sorts of restrictions and 

quotas on imports from 
the Third World while ad-
vocating free trade.   As if 
these measures were not 
enough, importers from 
these countries impose the 
lowest possible prices on 
their helpless suppliers in the 
developing countries while 
requiring compliance with 
principles which were openly 
flouted when the developed 
countries were in their early 
phases of industrialization.  
In fact, the Chagos saga 
clearly shows that some de-
veloped countries do not he-
sitate to flout basic principles 
of justice and human rights 
when it suits their purpose 
while posing as defenders of 
these same principles.  

This state of affairs results 
in a situation where companies 
in countries like Mauritius are 
forced to pay their workers sa-
laries amounting to less than 
Rs5,000 per month – in other 
words, within the range of the 
definition of absolute pover-
ty!  How can someone work 
hard in a textile factory from 
07:30 to 17:00 (and travel to 
and from work for 1-2 hours 
per day) and earn a salary that 
does not enable him/her to get 
out of absolute poverty or to 
earn a salary that is significant-
ly higher than social aid?  It is 
thus not surprising that Mau-
ritius has run short of factory/
manual workers and has had to 
import workers from countries 
where they are paid still less.  

In order to camouflage this 
blatant injustice which results 
in developing countries re-
maining poor (like the factory 
worker referred to above) in 
spite of all efforts, developed 
countries set up schemes for 
foreign aid and position them-
selves as benevolent donors – 
remember the recent 6 billion 
rupee grant received by Mau-
ritius.  One could almost refer 
to this as ‘International CSR’!

This ‘International CSR’ 
reminds us of some local com-
panies which pay relatively 
meager salaries to their lower 
level staff while posing as ge-
nerous donors through their 
CSR programs.  In fact, one 
may see the international situa-
tion described above replicated 
on a smaller scale at the local 
level.  The lowest wage policy 
(like the lowest price policy) 
– dictated by the elementary 
supply- and-demand model - 
results in a situation where the 
real benefits of not working far 
exceed the benefits of working.  

This dysfunctional system 
is indirectly reinforced not only 
by the presence of government 
and/or non-government orga-
nizations but more importantly 
through the creation of bodies 
like the Ministry of Social In-
tegration.  These, like their in-
ternational counterparts, create 
a false aura of permanence 
around the problem.  While 
one does not dispute the excel-
lent work done by this Ministry 
and its committed staff, any 

objective observer would agree 
that there is almost nothing for 
which the Ministry of Social 
Integration is responsible that 
does not represent an attempt 
to deal with a failure of one of 
the existing ministries (e.g. mi-
nistries responsible for Social 
Security, Child Development 
and Family Welfare, Education 
and Human Resources, Hou-
sing, Public Infrastructure, 
Labour etc, etc).  If all these 
ministries had been fully effec-
tive in dealing with failures of 
their respective systems, there 
would have been no need for 
an additional ministry to tie up 
the loose ends. 

Vested interests  
in the status quo

We may wonder what 
would happen to the host of 
government and non-govern-
ment organizations theore-
tically involved in EAP if 
absolute poverty happens to 
get eradicated? 

Here one is not referring 
to focused NGOs involved in 
heroic efforts in the rehabili-
tation of victims of substance 
abuse or those caring for in-
dividuals suffering from ex-
treme physical and/or mental 
disabilities, or vulnerable 
individuals (e.g. old people 
and children) abandoned by 
their family and other similar 
activities.  

The finger is being poin-
ted at those organizations 
whose office bearers have 
become experts in applying 
for and obtaining local and/
or international grants to set 
up fancy schemes that ne-
ver produce any notewor-
thy results.  Some of these 
organizations are headed 
by influential individuals or 
their spouses who have ea-
sier access to fund owners be-
cause of their social contacts.  
Some of these organizations 
consciously or unconscious-
ly operate in such a way that 
the problem is never solved 
as this would make them re-
dundant.  In other words they 
have vested interests in the 
status quo.

There are so many of these 
government and non-govern-
ment organizations that pro-
blems often remain unsolved 
not because of lack of re-
sources but because of over-
lapping responsibilities and/
or lack of coordination among 
them.  To make matters worse, 
this multiplication of agencies 
results in a significant increase 
in transaction costs (and 
risks of corrupt practices) 
and a further decrease in the 
amount that actually trickles 
down to the beneficiaries 
(assuming that the latter are  
genuinely deserving ones). 

To be continued….
 

(Look out for the solutions in 
our next issue)
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By Rajendra Patil HUNMA

Eradication of Absolute Poverty – 
an out-of-the-box approach



As member of the Club 
of Madrid and former 
Lord Mayor of Port 
Louis, I was privile-

ged to be one of the witnesses 
to the signature of the Global 
Cities’ Covenant on Climate at 
the World Mayors’ Summit in 
Mexico City on 21st Novem-
ber 2010. The Mayors’ summit 
could be considered as a prelude 
to the Cancun Summit that ope-
ned on Monday last.

The World Mayors Council 
on climate change was initiated 
in 2005, soon after the Kyoto 
Protocol entered into force. It is a 
global alliance of committed local 
leaders who are determined to 
actively address climate change, 
considered as the greatest threat to 
our planet. “The Council is more 
than the sum of its parts,” notes 
Ms Barbel Dieckmann, former 
Mayor of the city of Bonn, Ger-
many, and former Chair of the 
Council 2005-2009. “By speaking 
with one voice we influence global 
climate governance”.

The Local Governments for 
Sustainability (ICLEI), an inter-
national association of over 1100 
local governments as well as na-
tional and regional municipal go-
vernment organisations that have 
made a commitment to sustai-
nable development including  the 
World Mayors’ Council on cli-
mate change and the United Na-
tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP) have together initiated 
the project known as Carbonn, 
located at the Bonn Center for 
Local Climate Action and Re-
porting, with a vision to enhance 
cities’ actions towards creating 
low-carbon communities.

Continous growth  
of urban population

The Carbonn initiative is the 
first of its kind. It will be a platform 
that will enable cities to report (a) 
their baseline greenhouse gas emis-
sion, (b) their voluntary reduction 
commitments and (c) their green-
house gas reduction actions. It will 
also facilitate the exchange of best 
practices in that field. These efforts 
will move cities forward in their 
pursuit of sustainability, which 
would eventually attract more in-
vestment and build the case for 
direct international finance coo-
peration for cities. The overall goal 
is to increase climate mitigation 
actions at the city level. These are 
of paramount importance because 
the real climate mitigation potential 
in the world lies in cities and there-
fore focussing actions at the city le-
vel is the key entry point to combat 
climate change.

Cities consume a signifi-
cant proportion of the world’s 
energy. Globally, it is estimated 
that they consume between 60 

to 80 % of commercial energy 
and they are responsible for a 
similar proportion of green-
house gas emissions. This si-
tuation is aggravated by the 
continuous growth of urban 
population, expected to reach 
2/3 of the total world popula-
tion by 2030.

Climate-friendly  
building codes

The potential for cities to re-
duce Greenhouse gas emissions 
is enormous: as owners of energy-
consuming infrastructure and pu-
blic facilities; as providers of public 
services such as transport, sanita-
tion and water and also through 
the adoption of climate-friendly 
building codes and criteria in ur-
ban planning, local authorities can 
directly and indirectly impact cli-
mate mitigation.

Furthermore, through speci-
fic urban policies, cities can help 
change citizen behaviour towards 
energy consumption. Cities like 
Jakarta, Barcelona, Seoul and Lon-
don, just to mention a few, have 
implemented efficient transport 
policies through the introduction 
of rapid bus systems, bicycle hire 
schemes or congestion fees. The 
measures have resulted in annual 
savings of CO2 of around 120,000 
tonnes in Jakarta and to a 10-12% 
reduction in Seoul and London. 
In the renewable energy sector, se-
veral cities in China, for example, 
have achieved significant annual 
reduction of Co2 through the dis-
tribution of home solar water-hea-
ters and the use of traffic and street 
lighting powered by solar panels.

In meeting the challenges 
posed by climate change, cities 
have a comparative advantage. 
They are much closer to the ci-
tizens and are usually better pre-
pared to implement and to adapt 
National and International guide-
lines and regulations to local reali-
ties, provided they have adequate 
funding and competencies for 
doing so.

Both the effective potenti-
als of cities to reduce green-
house gas emissions and their 
proximity to local realities 
support the rationale for enga-
ging cities in the fight against 
climate change.

The recent OECD pu-
blication “Cities and Climate 
Change” shows how city and 
metropolitan regional govern-
ments working in tandem 
with national governments can 
change the way we think about 
responding to climate change. 
The way forward is precisely to 
work in tandem. It is hoped that 
in Cancun, our Heads of State 
will adopt this way forward and 
involve cities in their strategy to 
fight climate change.
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Climate change

The role of cities

Our brain is an organ which is very 
greedy in terms of oxygen and ener-
gy demands and it needs a constant 
supply of oxygen. Any reduction in 

the supply of blood and oxygen to the brain, 
whatever the cause, can lead to a loss of 
consciousness. Fainting, which is commonly 
called syncope, is defined as a sudden loss of 
consciousness. It can be the result of various 
factors.

Fainting can be preceded by symptoms, 
such as dizziness, light headedness, palpita-
tions, yawning, sweating, blurring of vision, or 
weakness. The skin of the person who is about 
to faint becomes cool and pale; the pulse slows 
down and fainting occurs.

In general, fainting which starts gradually 
with warning signs and which also disappears 
gradually suggests changes in the blood flow 
towards the brain. Heart disease needs to be 
ruled out, and usually other causes are less wor-
risome.

A precise description from a witness of the 
fainting episode is very helpful to the doctor to 
help him reach a good diagnosis. Of concern is 
the fainting that occurs without warning symp-
toms, particularly during exertion, or syncope 
accompanied by shortness of breath, or chest 
pain. Doctors also need to know whether the 
person is on medication.

One type of syncope called vasovagal attack 
is the most common form and is usually benign 
and can occur in different situations. A series of 
factors contribute to the syncope, such as heat, 
acute pain, acute fear, needle phobia during 
blood removal or injections for instance. This 
type of fainting is usually preceded by symp-
toms and is not serious in nature. It is usually 
relieved very fast if proper measures are taken 
in time.

Doctors should try to determine the cause 
of the fainting as some causes are more serious 
than others. Causes due to heart disease either 
in the rhythm or in valvular diseases or in co-
ronary diseases can be fatal. A resting ECG or 
a 24 hour ECG monitoring also called Holter is 
carried out. It is a small battery device which 
records the electrical activity of the heart for 
24 hours as the patient engages in normal daily 
activities. A cardiac echography will rule out 
any structural heart abnormality. Blood tests 
have to be done to rule out anaemia or a low 
blood sugar level. The person should also do an 
electroencephalography (EEG) to exclude any 
brain disorder. 

Practical advice: fainting may have no me-
dical significance. It can however be the cause 
of serious disorders. If you feel you are about 
to faint, just lie down flat or sit down and place 
your head between your knees. This manoeuvre 
helps to improve the blood flow to the brain. If 
someone has already fainted, the person should 
be laid on the back. Check the airway, loosen 
belts, collars, and any constrictive clothing; and 
raise the legs by about 30 centimetres above the 
heart. If there is no improvement, immediately 
call for emergency help.

By Cassam Hingun 

Fainting

Cassam Uteem,  
Former President of the Republic.
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THE manner in which 
governments, led by the US 
administration, have brought 
to bear their considerable re-
sources - both overt and co-
vert - in the effort to muzzle 
WikiLeaks and its founder Ju-
lian Assange should alarm all 
those who value freedom of 
information. After all, all Wi-
kiLeaks has done is to put do-
cuments up for public viewing 
so that people can judge for 
themselves what their govern-
ments are doing. Senior US 
politicians like Hillary Clinton 
have been accusing WikiLeaks 
of «endangering lives» and 
compromising national secu-
rity, but it is revealing that ac-
tion against the organisation is 
not based on these assertions. 
Clearly, there is a recognition 
that finding anything illegal in 
what the website has done may 
be difficult. Yet, there is rage 

at the idea of one individual 
or organisation getting away 
with thumbing its nose at the 
world’s sole superpower, the 
US. 

Hence the actual action 
taken has been a series of 
measures aimed at squeezing 
the flow of funds to the or-

ganisation, at preventing any-
body from hosting the website 
and so on. Assange himself 
has been hit with charges of 
«sexual assault» in Sweden, 
which is actually alleged non-
use of condom during sex! It 
does not qualify as a crime in 
the US, UK or in most parts 
of the world, as what was in-
volved was consensual sex. Are 
we really supposed to believe 
that the entire western esta-
blishment is outraged by his 
so-called sexual assaults? It 
would take amazing naivete 
not to see US bullying behind 
the witch-hunt. What is hearte-
ning is the level of spontaneous 
support for WikiLeaks and As-
sange that has manifested itself 
most clearly in cyberspace but 
reflects a more widespread fee-
ling that he has been wronged. 

 
©Times Of India

For almost a week now, 
the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire (formerly the 
Ivory Coast) has had 

two presidents. Both have taken 
the presidential oath and have 
started to appoint ministers. 
Sitting in the presidential palace 
in Abidjan, Laurent Gbagbo, 65, 
who has ruled over the country 
for the past ten years, is refusing 
to step down. Protected by the 
army, he is turning a deaf ear 
to the calls of the international 
community (United Nations, 
African Union and ECOWAS) 
and has shut down the airport 
and the borders of Côte d’Ivoire.

According to the UN, Gbag-
bo has no grounds to dispute the 
results of the November 28 pre-
sidential election that gave his ri-
val Alassane Ouattara victory. “I 
remain absolutely certain that I 
have found the truth concerning 
the will of the Ivorian people. 
The people have chosen one 
person: Mr. Alassane Ouattara 
with an irrefutable margin,” said 
Mr. G. Choi, the UN represen-
tative in charge of supervising 
the Ivorian elections. 

The election commission sta-
ted that Ouattara won with 54.1 
percent of the vote as opposed to 

45.9 percent for Gbagbo. But the 
Constitutional Council - chaired 
by a close ally of Gbagbo - rejec-
ted these results and unilaterally 
declared Gbagbo winner, clai-
ming that the provisional results 
were “rigged”. 

Toying with the idea 
of self-destruction

In the meantime, Ouattara 
has also taken a presidential 
oath and is “working” from a 
hotel in Abidjan on his new go-
vernment, under the protection 
of UN troops circulating in ar-
mored vehicles. 

Sadly, what is happening in 

Cote d’Ivoire is a common oc-
currence in Africa.  No sooner 
had the people of West Africa, 
and especially Guinea let out a 
sigh of relief, having avoided in 
extremis a major post electoral 
blood bath, than the leaders of 
Cote D’Ivoire “seized the baton 
to keep the continent’s perennial 
disease in season.” “Like Gui-
nea, it is the glaring similarities 
with Cote D’Ivoire that make 
one question the level of politi-
cal sanity, if any, which remains 
on our continent. Guinea’s re-
cent political gridlock saw how 
a country toyed with the idea of 
self-destruction. Today, we are 
faced with another, bent on self-

disintegration. The similarities 
between these two countries can 
be mistaken for a microcosm of 
the continent at large”, com-
mented a West African analyst. 

Malawi President and Afri-
can Union Chairman Bingu wa 
Mutharika called upon Gbag-
bo to “respect the will of the 
people and step down to avoid 
more bloodshed in Africa over 
power.” He said he was “sad-
dened” that Gbagbo had been 
sworn in against international 
opinion.

Shortly after this statement, 
most African regional leaders 
suspended Cote d’Ivoire over 
the crisis which has already seen 
20 people killed and could pro-
voke yet more conflict.

As a matter of fact, as in se-
veral other African cases, the 
battle lines are not drawn along 
political ideologies, manifestoes 
or even nomenclature. They 
tend toward tribal and religious 
divides. The current political 
standoff between the incumbent 
Gbagbo and Ouattara is a re-
flection of how deeply the conti-
nent remains bogged in political 
quagmire. The impasse could 
last weeks if the army continues 
to support the incumbent. 

Laurent Gbagbo (left) refuses to give up his place to Alassane 
Ouattara, democratically elected to the presidency.
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Cote d’Ivoire  
Another country with two presidents
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“It would 

take  
amazing  

naivete not 
to see US 
bullying 

behind the 
witch-hunt.” 

Muzzling WikiLeaks

Julian Assange, founder of WikiLeaks, a serious nuisance to 
some, but admired by many.



For US airport security,  
saree seems to be the hardest word

Why America matters
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Washington/NEW 
DELHI: Secu-
rity in the United 
States is never 

having to wear...a saree? India’s 
ambassador to Washington, 
Meera Shankar, who brings sar-
torial grace and poise to the lar-
gely grey-suited diplomatic world 
with her elegantly draped sarees, 
found that hard-headed Ameri-
can airport security personnel are 
not as easily wowed as mandarins 
at the State Department and the 
White House. The Indian envoy 
was subjected to an enhanced 
security pat-down at the Jack-
son-Evers International Airport 
in Mississippi last weekend os-
tensibly because she was dressed 
in India’s national female attire, 
which is also her stock-in-outfit.  
Shankar, who is nearing the end 
of her posting in WashingtonDC, 
was on her way back to Capital af-
ter an address to the Janos Radva-
nyi Chair in International Security 
Studies at Mississippi State Uni-
versity and other engagements 
in the state during her first visit 
there, including meetings with 
state government officials, when 
she ran into the security flap.  
According to accounts in the lo-
cal media, Shankar was escorted 
to the airport by a host repre-
sentative and an airport security 
officer. At the security screening, 
she was asked to step aside for a 
pat-down although she had pre-
sented her diplomatic credentials, 
and despite having not set off any 
alarms when she passed through 
the metal detector. The osten-
sible reason for the secondary 
screening was her saree’d attire.  

While Transport and Security 
Administration (TSA) guide-
lines do not expressly exempt 
foreign dignitaries from security 
checks, officials have discretionary 
powers, and diplomats are typical-
ly subjected to normal screening 
after they present their diplomatic 
credentials, particularly when they 
are accompanied by other secu-
rity escorts. In this case, Shankar 

was not only asked to step aside 
for a secondary screening, but also 
put through a pat-down that was 
rather public, although TSA gui-
delines stipulate that the screening 
has to be conducted in private 
if the passenger so demands.  
The Indian Embassy did not 
comment on the incident, while 
a spokesman for the TSA said 
the screening was in accor-
dance with security procedures.  
But eyewitnesses had a different 
take, saying Shankar was the 
only passenger to be singled out 
for secondary screening among 
at least 30 and it was clear that 
her saree was the reason for the 
TSA alert. Also at issue was the 
matter of privacy while screening.  
“She is a very strong woman, but 
you could see in her face that she 
was humiliated,” Tan Tsai, a re-

search associate at MSU’s Inter-
national Security Studies center 
who witnessed the screening told 
the local Clarion-Ledger news-
paper. “The Indian culture is very 
modest.” 

Shankar’s hosts acknowle-
dged the security goof-up, 
apologized on their part, and 
blamed overzealous federal 
security personnel for the epi-

sode. “Although I understand 
we need proper security mea-
sures to protect the passengers 
in U.S. airports, I regret the ou-
trageous way Indian Ambassa-
dor Shankar was treated by the 
TSA while visiting Jackson,” the 
state’s Lt.Governor Phil Bryant 
said, hoping that it would not 
deter her from coming back to 
the state. 

Janos Radvanyi, the Hun-
garian diplomat-academic at 
whose invitation Shankar visited 
Jackson, said he plans to send a 
formal apology letter to the am-
bassador, and he expects other 
state and university leaders will, 
as well. “Mississippi had nothing 
to do with it, but she was very 
upset,” he told the Clarion-Le-
dger. “It’s terrible.” 

Radvanyi said he also will reach 
out to Mississippi’s congressional 
delegation, the State Department 
and the Department of Homeland 
Security. “This is very bad for Mis-
sissippi,” he added. “She said she’s 
not going to come back.” 

The issue of enhanced 
screening and pat-downs has 
roiled the United States. Flaps 
over security are not specific to 
Indians, diplomats or otherwise. 
Many American citizens, not to 
speak of foreign nationals, are 
in a tizzy over new screening 
guidelines, even as the TSA and 
other federal agencies grapple 
to strike a balance between 
optimizing security and incon-
veniencing passengers, while 
terrorists work on ever newer 
ways to beat the system. 
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GERMANY’S Green Par-
ty has proposed to legislators 
at the Climate Conference in 
Cancun, that the world should 
go ahead with a global climate 
treaty without the US. The idea 
is unfeasible for a multiplicity of 
reasons. At the heart of the mat-
ter are the twin issues of cutting 
pollutant production and deve-
loping non-polluting technolo-
gies. The US is at the centre of 
both issues and therefore must 
be a part of the solution. 

Not only is the US the 
world’s largest polluter in histo-
ric terms, in terms of current per 
capita emissions of greenhouse 
gases it’s an even bigger polluter. 
Given the massive responsibility 
Americans bear, any initiative 
would immediately be hobbled 
without US participation. And 

it’s not just a big part of the pro-
blem but could be a big part of 
the solution too. The US is the 
leading innovator in science 
and technology. It has among 
the best-equipped universities 
and research facilities, attracting 
extremely able scientific minds. 
Combined, this imbues the US 
with a unique capacity to deve-
lop clean technologies and sell 
them to the world at affordable 
prices. For that reason too, the 
US must be a part of any treaty 

seeking to go beyond cuts and 
offering possibilities for a gree-
ner future. 

Undoubtedly, climate 
change is a pressing issue and 
the Green Party argues we can-
not afford to wait. But without 
the pre-eminent cause and pa-
radoxically also the source of 
many solutions, this effort can-
not succeed. The Kyoto protocol 
was signed as far back as 1997, 
with the idea that the US could 
be prevailed upon to join later. 
However, that hasn’t happened 
yet. Meanwhile, the protocol 
itself is falling apart with Japan, 
one of its founder-members, 
walking out. In order to revive 
prospects for a climate change 
treaty it’s essential that the US be 
brought on board. 

 ©Times Of India

“Protocol 
falling apart 
with Japan

walking out.”

Airport body searches may be a source of annoyance and even humiliation for 
passengers,as in the case of Indian diplomat Meera Shankar (right).  

“She said 
she’s not 
going to 

come back.” 

The USA - the world’s largest polluter, past and present.



When it comes to 
white elephants 
in the room, 
there are few as 

conspicuous as HIV-AIDS in 
Mauritius. When asked about 
the risks associated with the 
disease, most members of the 
public dismiss it as a threat only 
to drug addicts or sex workers. 
This view may have some truth 
in it considering studies sugges-
ting that these population seg-
ments are the most vulnerable 
to infection. This does not mean, 
however, that HIV/AIDS is not a 
threat that is fast gaining ground. 
Consider this: in 2007 no fewer 
than 13,000 Mauritians were 
reported to be living with HIV/
AIDS. The rate at which the vi-
rus is spreading has accelerated 
dramatically. Women, in parti-
cular, accounted for a quarter 
of newly-reported cases in 2003. 
Even more worrying is the fact 
that in the same year, one-fifth 
of new cases consisted of young 
people aged 18-24.   

In response to this worrisome 
trend, Port Louis based adver-
tising agency P&P Link Saatchi 
and Saatchi has initiated a creative 
campaign to raise awareness about 
the threat posed by HIV. It began 

on 25th November with two vi-
deos, on YouTube and Face book, 
of a black hat in motion at Saint 
Pierre and Point Aux Sables. The 
symbolism is uniquely appro-
priate. The hat walking on its own 
represents the silent and hitherto 
invisible threat that HIV/AIDS 
poses as it spreads across the 
country. The video itself can be 
accessed by typing in ‘phenomène 
invisible.’ This is the first time that 
social networking sites have been 
utilized to raise awareness  
about HIV. 

The response so far has 
been a cause for optimism. Over 
15,000 people have accessed 
and viewed these videos since 

they were launched, in addition 
to being popularized by Radio 
One, Radio Plus, PILS and other 
NGOs. 

It’s not the just the strengths 
of the digital world that have 
been tapped in this campaign; 
it has also been popularized by 
old-fashioned canvassing with 
banners, leaflets and one to one 
conversations in Port Louis. Even 
the old fashioned methods come 
with a twist. Part of the leaflet 
contained the word SIDA which 
could only become visible when 
the leaflet was heated, alluding to 
the danger of ignorance about the 
disease until it is too late.  

Pictures of the hat at “Jardin 
de la Compagnie” were also put 
on the internet and a video of 
the ‘invisible man’ under the hat 
addressing his audience was also 
put up a day before World AIDS 
Day on the 1st of December. 

The harnessing of new media 
to highlight a good cause is a pro-
mising new trend in Mauritius 
and hopefully represents a har-
binger of things to come, rather 
than an exceptional event. In any 
case, the organizers get full marks 
for creativity. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

Pa mett lizie lor – don’t covet
Tired of your co-workers indecently ogling your deliciously greasy plate of fried noodles? We find that threatening them with a fork and screaming 
“Pa mett lizie lor mo mine!” usually helps. 
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HIV/AIDS

New Tactics for Old Causes

The ‘invisible man’ is symbolic of the hitherto underestimated 
threat that HIV/AIDS represents to Mauritius. 

The harnes-
sing of new 
media to 

highlight a 
good cause is 
a promising 
new trend in 

Mauritius 


