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Editorial ]

Those who feared that Pravind Jugnauth might ter-
minate the measures initiated by Rama Sithanen 
and which he never tired of criticizing may have 
overlooked how little a minister of Finance (es-

pecially one devoid of knowledge of fi nance and economics) 
can bring his personal infl uence to bear on the budget he 
presents. A horde of civil servants, advisers and cabinet 
ministers all have a say in what is to be presented to the 
population and the Prime minister puts the fi nal seal. It is 
hardly surprising then that the neo-liberal philosophy, softe-
ned with humaneness, underlying the measures proposed is 
substantially unchanged. And it is wise that the bulk of the 
policies and schemes which steered us away from trouble 
when the Great Recession hit its strongest have been kept. 

The measures which have generated the most negative reac-
tions are the ‘sin tax’ on cigarettes, alcohol and gambling and the 
‘Robin Hood tax’, aka ‘solidarity tax’ which was bravely slapped 
on those at the very top of the income scale.  

The fi rst tax is long overdue. Cigarettes are a cancer- literally 
and metaphorically - insidiously eating away at our society and 
alcohol is ravaging homes and causing irreparable damage to fami-
lies. There is no doubt that a price increase is the single most effec-
tive measure to reduce consumption. Who can argue against these 
measures? No one. Except hotel operators that is, on whom, by the 
way, the government is planning to spend 1billion rupees in the 
promotion of Mauritius abroad. Their concern? That their profi ts 
might go down! Anybody listening here? A small bottle (330ml) of 
beer costs Rs20 in the shops. The hotels are selling the same quan-
tity of draft beer at Rs 120 and we should all weep because their 
profi ts might be reduced by one rupee?! As for gaming houses, only 
one piece of advice to those who operate them: lie low - very low! 

Concerning the ‘Robin Hood’ tax, no one who has a mini-
mal  sense of social justice can put a cogent case against those 
who earn more than Rs 2 million a year (2,500 out a total of 150, 
000 tax payers!) dishing out a meagre percentage of ten percent 
from their EXEMPT INCOME only! It is a very small price the 
super-rich   are asked to pay for social cohesion, peace and public 
weal. The fallacy some ‘advisory fi rms’ have been peddling and 
the doomsday scenario they are painting are hard to understand. 
Their scaremongering arguments of capital fl ight and discoura-
ging of foreign investors are ludicrous sophistries. Where would 
the capital go? To countries like the UK, for example, where the 
tax reaches 50%? Even then, unless the capital is illegally stashed 
away, taxation applies to the worldwide income of the taxpayer. 
As for investors, tax is just one consideration. Top of their decision 
tree of where to invest is the prospect of making profi ts. A clean, 
safe and socially just environment, offering a high quality of life, 
where time is spent effi ciently instead of sitting in traffi c jams are 
other major considerations for bona fi de and desirable investors. 
Government can only provide this enabling environment if it has 
adequate funds to invest in creating, upgrading and maintaining it. 

What we should be criticizing instead is the lack of any mea-
sures in this budget to stem waste in government and parastatals, 
as exposed year in, year out by the National Audit Bureau. Yet, 
for as long as that is not done, a big chunk of the money raised by 
government will be squandered by unscrupulous parasites. Again. 

Budget speech: 
back to the future
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Art by Sarah 
Manoukian

Catch this unique exhibition 
by artist Sarah Manoukian, 
which will be launched 
on 27th November at the 
‘Rhumerie de Chama-
rel’. Sarah Manoukian is a 
French artist of Armenian 
origin. The paintings de-
pict scenes from her va-
rious travels, including 
places like Dubai and Syd-
ney. Her work makes extensive use of colour, and of the drip 
technique. She also uses her fi ngers, paintbrushes and pieces of 
cloth in her work. This is her 22nd exhibition. 

Exploring
 contemporary art

An exhibition called Duo Art 
Exhibition “Us”, is being held 
until Tuesday 30th November, 
at the Board of Investment Gal-
lery, on the 10th fl oor of the One 
Cathedral Square building in Port 

Louis. The artists Kavinash Tho-
moo and Avilla Damar use di-

verse techniques. The fi rst 
uses photography, digital 
art, and acrylic paint to 
depict the environment, 
pollution and the human 
being. The second plays 
with shades of colour, 

from light to dark, to represent various emotions. The exhibition 
is open on weekdays only from 8.30am to 2.30pm. 

Hip-hop dance 
competition

A hip-hop dance competition, 
organised by Wake Up Boy, 
will take place at Orchard 
Centre in Quatre Bornes on 
Saturday 27th November. You 
will be able to admire the ta- lents 
of several groups including Cyber 
Step Breakerz, Supreme 93, Street 
Offi cial crew, and North Side Zoo amongst 
others. Auditions will take place from 3pm 
to 5.30pm and are open to the public. There 
will also be an entertainment show as from 
2.30pm. Entrance is free.

Jazz 2 Jazz
A jazz concert, entitled Jazz 2 Jazz will take place on Friday 

26th November at 8pm and Saturday 27th Novem-
ber at 7.30pm at the MGI in Moka. The event 

will include a live band, singers and dancers, 
and artists like Linzy Bacbotte, Eric Triton, 
Marie-Luce Faron, and Menwar amongst 
others. The show will move through va-

rious types of jazz music, and include gos-
pel, blues, ragtime, swing, 

beebop and rhythm 
and blues. 
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Is good news no news?

Amidst its usual 
headlines on doom, 
crisis and crimes, 
this week, the local 

press dished up to its readers 
a series of good news sto-
ries. Mauritius ranking fi rst 
in Africa on the Mo Ibrahim 
Index for good governance 
and Mauritius crowned “best 
island destination” in London 
and prized for its branding. 
The third piece of good news 
is the Rs 5,9 billion grant given 
by the EU for restructuring aid 
after the dismantling of the su-
gar protocol. This sum is some 
5,9 % more than what was paid 
as fi rst installment.

This series of good news 
items was drowned in a sea of 
bad news, which is not a sur-
prise. Mauritian newspapers 
are no different from those 
we fi nd abroad, whether in 
the rich world or in very poor 
countries. The columns are 
dominated by stories, often 
accompanied with pictures 
of doom, crisis, crime and 
tragedy – natural or man-
made. Good news is no news, 
it would seem.

This brings us to a ques-
tion that the international me-
dia has been asking itself 
since the 50s. 

Can a newspaper, or TV or 
radio channel, thrive on good 
news? It is a matter of common 
knowledge that one American 
“good news newsman” tried 
the experiment. His name is 
Bill Bailey and he founded and 
published “The Good News 
Paper” in 1970. It was the fi rst 
newspaper devoted entirely to 
‘good news’. During its 2-year 
run, it garnered over 30,000 
subscribers in 800 cities, 50 
states and 9 foreign countries. 

Quality good news 
hard to come by

He received press coverage 
in Time Magazine, Associated 
Press, National Enquirer, and 
many other international pu-
blications including Pravda 
and Isvestia of the former So-
viet Union.

Bill Bailey was, in fact, 
a college dropout, like Bill 
Gates.  He had no circulation 
department for his ‘Good 
News Newspaper”, did not 
bother to tap national adver-
tisers, worked with volunteer 
staff and limited capital.

What was bound to hap-
pen in such circumstances fi -
nally happened. Bailey closed 
the newspaper down in 1972, 
having proven that there was 
a worldwide market for good 
news that was being overloo-
ked by the traditional news 
media.

But Bailey is not out of 
business. He is still pursuing 
his obsession with good news. 
His good news is now in the 
form of books and e-books. 

But what is good news 
after all to Bailey? What he 
writes in his “good News 
Book” are stories about 
people making the world a 
better place to live in. He 
writes about inspiring eve-
ryday people, their successful 
struggle to better their lot and 
that of others.

But quality good news is 
hard to come by. So, some 
papers have set up dedicated 
news gatherers to spot this 
good news. Not to publish a 
“good news newspaper”, but 
to strike a balance between 
good and bad news. 

Seeing all newspapers 
going in that direction 

would be good news 
indeed.

Raj JUGERNAUTH



A new chapter unfolds in foot-
ball as France Football’s Ballon 
d’Or and FIFA merge together to 
look for this year’s best player and 
best coach and guess who is in the 
Jury Panel?  Azmaal Hydoo, the 
Deputy Head of the sports sec-
tion at l’express and Radio One! 
The ‘FIFA Ballon d’Or’ is a foot-
ball award offered to the player 
considered to have given the best 
performance over the last calen-
dar year.  Who will take the place 
of Lionel Messi?  Andreas Iniesta? 
Xavi? Or Diego Forlan?  Coaches 
and captains of international teams, 
as well as journalists from around 
the world have been called upon to 
cast their votes to elect this year’s 
best football player and coach.  

It is the fi rst time that a Mauri-
tian has been called upon to be part 
of the jury and we have no doubt 
that he will observe utmost neutra-

lity and professionalism in casting 
his vote.  “It feels good to be part 
of the jury team since for the fi rst 
time, Mauritius will be represented 
in the election of the ‘FIFA Ballon 
d’Or’s’ Best Player Award.  It is an 
institution! Since the 50s, with the 
victory of Stanley Matthews, all the 
great football players of this planet 
have been rewarded by FIFA and 
by France Football.  I feel lucky to 
have been given the opportunity to 
be part of the jury.”

The award ceremony will be 
held on January 10, 2011 in Zu-
rich, Switzerland.  When asked 
about any wild guess as to the 
winner of the award, the newly 
elected member of the jury di-
plomatically answered, “I have an 
absolute duty to maintain secrecy 
on my vote.”  

M.M 
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139.6 MILLION euros. That is the 
sum our economy has obtained from the 
European Union’s aid programme as a 
second phase, an increase on the 127 
million euros allocated for the period 
2007 – 2010. This was announced last 
Monday by the Prime minister, Navin 
Ramgoolam at a press conference at-
tended by Alessandro Mariani, the am-
bassador and head of delegation of the 
European Union in Mauritius. The aim 

of the grant is to help Mauritius further 
its economic reforms.  

According to the Prime minister, 
this grant will help transform the su-
gar industry into a sugar cane industry, 
putting into practice the sustainable 
development project and encouraging 
renewable energy, socio-economic de-
velopment and education.

Mauritius was allocated the highest 
grant among ACP countries.

 For Alessandro Mariani, this second 
grant will be an additional support to the 
economic and sugar reform dissemina-
ted through budget support.  Over the 
next three years, the focus will be on se-
lected priority areas jointly agreed with 
the government.  He also added that “the 
results of the Mauritian mid-term review 
of the multi-annual adaptation strategy 
for sugar have been integrated, after a 
comprehensive consultation process 

with all the national stakeholders led by 
the state.”

Navin Ramgoolam highlighted the 
fact that Mauritius chose to accept a 
sale price lower than that claimed by 
other countries.  “This long-term vi-
sion has allowed Mauritius to nego-
tiate a larger subsidy for economic 
reform,” he commented.

Majhegy MURDEN

Rs 6 billion from the European Union

The Prime minister and the minister of Foreign Affairs with Alessandro Mariani,ambassador of the EU, after the press conference  announcing the increased EU grant.

The coveted prize, the FIFA Ballon d'Or (The Golden Football)

Azmaal Hydoo, Deputy Head 
of the Sports section at Lexpress.
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How times have 
changed. In No-
vember 2009, the 
former minister 

of Finance presented a bud-
get entitled, “An Attractive, 
Modern, Inclusive, Green 
and Open Mauritius”. As its 
title indicates, environmental 
sustainability was a central 
part of his speech. Barely a 
year later, not only is Rama 
Sithanen no longer in charge 
of the country’s coffers, but 
the whole “green” vision 
seems to have skipped town 
too. If the space accorded to 
“a cleaner, greener and safer 
Mauritius” in his successor’s 
budget speech is anything 
to go by, the country won’t 
be slipping into something 
sustainable anytime soon. 
Indeed, the topic merited a 
measly three pages out of 75.  
This is all the more telling 
seeing that Pravind Jugnauth 
didn’t balk at expounding 
lengthily on seemingly mi-
nor decisions when talking 
about many other sectors 
(Growing the Medical Hub, 
for instance, warranted more 
than four pages). 

Naturally, quality should 
trump quantity every time. 
So, going from the principle 
that an average of 25% of the 
measures presented in budget 
speeches usually live to see 
the light of day, we’ve taken a 
closer look at some excerpts 
from the sustainable develop-
ment component of Pravind 
Jugnauth’s politically astute 
performance and decoded 
them for you. On a differ-
ent notwe completely, his re-
peated use of the term “Great 
leap forward”, which any rea-
sonably well-informed Chi-
nese citizen will tell you (at 
the risk of spending a short 
spell in jail) was one of the 
worst humanitarian disasters 
in history, was incongruous, 
to say the least. 

What he said: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, our population deserves 
continuous improvement 
in their living environment. 
The ‘Maurice Ile Durable’ 

vision of the Prime minister 
has made signifi cant strides 
to achieve this. We must con-
tinue on that route. The pur-
suit of this vision is about: 
pollution prevention, cleaner 
production, eco-effi ciency, 
human health and quality of 
life, preserving the natural 
landscape, and clean renewa-
ble energy to promote energy 
suffi ciency and effi ciency. 

What he meant: the qual-
ity of life of Mauritians is 
being slowly but irremedi-
ably adulterated by an un-
sustainable economic model 
that aims for constant growth 
based on the dual exploita-
tion of people and nature. It’s 
a perfect system really. No 
budget speech will be com-
plete without a reference, 
however fleeting, to ‘Mau-
rice Ile Durable’, so I really 
have to mention it and even 
though it’s barely made any 
progress, I’ll pretend other-
wise, just to keep the Prime 
minister happy. Brilliant, 
now that that’s done, I can 
read out this list of terms that 
means little to me and even 
less to the population. 

What he said: Some Rs27 
billion worth of projects are 
being fi nanced, with almost 
Rs3 billion in 2011, for the 
management of solid waste, 
wastewater and drainage sys-
tems. These include: addi-
tional work on the landfi ll site 
at Mare Chicose, construction 
of a hazardous waste facility at 
La Chaumière, the new trans-
fer station at La Chaumière to 
replace the one at St Martin, 
the Plaines Wilhems Sewer-
age Project in Curepipe, Va-
coas, Phoenix, Quatre  Bornes, 
Sodnac, Roches Brunes and 
Belle Rose benefi tting some 
65 000 more inhabitants. 
Government will invest some 
Rs1.3 billion next year in 
wastewater services, three 
major sewerage projects in the 
regions of Grand Baie, the 
west coast and Pailles Guibies 
and sewer reticulation and 
house connections in Port 
Louis and Plaines Wilhems.

Rightly or wrongly, Pravind Jugnauth is being feted 
for having pulled off a high-wire act in his 2011 budget 
speech. Measures pertaining to ‘Maurice Ile Durable’ 
were few and far between, however. What was he thinking 
about?

Alternative view

O MID, where   are art thou? O MID, where  A Chagos 
for the ages

It’s January 2108 and the Chinese government’s 
lease of 200 hectares of land in Riche-Terre is 
about to expire. A lot has happened in the 99 or 
so years since the Labour government of Navin 

Ramgoolam announced that the Jin Fei Economic 
and Trade Cooperation Zone would be setting up 
shop barely a stone’s throw from the capital. For 
one, its heavy industries have placed a lot of strain 
and pollution on the country’s increasingly fragile 
resources. This has become a source of tension 
between the project and the local population. Suc-
cessive governments tried unsuccessfully to get out 
of the deal and it’s been a subject of much debate as 
to how the population allowed this Faustian pact to 
go through all those years ago. 

Rewind all the way to the present day. Perhaps the 
only thing left standing between us and the nebulous 
mega-project are two hunger-striking planters. Some 
self-styled pundits have dismissed their action as a base 
attempt to extort more money from the authorities. 
And although it’s undeniable that they’re partly moti-
vated by the desire to receive a just fi nancial compen-
sation for their loss, there’s far more at stake here than 
a few hundred thousand rupees. It’s not their fault if 
we’ve mainly been unable to see the wood for the trees. 

This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t at least try to 
comprehend the enormous ramifi cations of the pro-
ject, especially given that the land has been leased for 
a century, meaning that the children of our grandchil-
dren will have to live with whatever Jin Fei morphs 
into over the decades. And they probably won’t look 
too kindly on the fact that this mammoth scheme was 
subjected to only the most summary scrutiny. In an 
interview in l’express last week, Jean-Maurice Labour 
drew a parallel between Jin Fei and the excision of the 
Chagos in the 1960s, an event that we rightly continue 
to denounce and seek justice for. There’s a lot to be said 
for the comparison. 

As was the case with the Chagos, part of Mauritius 
has been ceded to a foreign power, the inhabitants of 
the coveted zone were expelled in less than civilized 
fashion and the conditions of the deal binding the inte-
rested parties have been kept under wraps. There’s a lot 
more, but you get the idea…If Riche-Terre were an is-
land, government would never have gotten off the hook 
with such disconcerting ease (remember the uproar 
caused by rumours of an Indian takeover of Agalega). 
For some reason, we fi nd it far more acceptable to 
lease out a huge plot of land situated near the capital 
than a far-fl ung island. 

That’s why the planters deserve far more sup-
port than they’ve received until now. The longer their 
struggle lasts, the more chance we have of making the 
administration accountable. Last week, the Prime 
minister condescendingly said that government has 
nothing against making the Noel-Ramkissoon report 
public, but that it’s studying the implications of the do-
cument. The population, it seems, is too dense to grasp 
its complexities. Better then to simply trust the autho-
rities to make sense of it for us, the same authorities 
who’ve been yammering that Jin Fei’s the best thing 
since occult party fi nancing. 

Not that the opposition’s any better. Its monoma-
niacal obsession with the municipal elections is wearing 
thin. If its recent inept performances in Parliament are 
anything to go by, it shouldn’t be trusted to look after 
a couple of goldfi sh, never mind this country’s towns. 
Basically, we can only count on ourselves to prevent 
the consummation of this monumental miscalculation. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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O MID, where   are art thou?  are art thou? 

MID has made signifi -
cant strides; really it has. 

What he meant: I’m really 
getting the knack of this! I’ve 
just spoken in detail about 
waste management in the 
context of sustainable devel-
opment without making even 
the most cursory mention of 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. If 
I weren’t minister of Finance, 
I reckon I’d make a great min-
ister of Environment.

Who's who of aid 
agencies

What he said: Buildings 
are among the biggest con-
sumers of energy. This gives 
the construction industry a 
signifi cant role in the MID 
vision. How energy effi cient 
our buildings are and to what 
extent they use renewable 
energy will be decisive to our 
MID vision. Government will 
develop by April next year, a 
national policy, guidelines 
and a rating system for sus-
tainable buildings and con-
struction. It will be part of 
the National Programme on 

Sustainable Consumption 
and Production (SCP) and is 
being funded by our most im-
portant development partner, 
the European Union. 

What he meant: This is 
easy! All I have to say is MID 
this, MID that and Bob’s my 
uncle. Those suits in Brussels 
really are predictable: they 
scratch my back, I scratch 
theirs; they give me money, I 
use it to pay their consultants 
to come up with recommen-
dations that we’ll never imple-
ment. Oh and isn’t my delivery 
crisp? It’s like the sound of roll-
erblades on broken glass. 

What he said: Next to 
buildings the biggest consumer 
of energy is the transportation 
sector. We need to change the 
system of motor vehicle taxa-
tion to fully refl ect the polluter 
pay principle and to be based 
on a CO2 emission standard 
which is becoming the new 
practice worldwide. To this 
end, the IMF will carry out a 
study of the present system 
to recommend appropriate 

changes to excise duty, road 
tax and registration on motor 
vehicles. This will complement 
the work that has already been 
undertaken by the ‘Agence 
Française de Développement’. 
Government will decide on the 
changes to be made following 
the recommendations of the 
IMF which should be submit-
ted around March next year. 

What he meant: sounds 
good to me, as long as I still 
get to speed around in a mas-
sive BMW. Also, this is really 
beginning to read like a Who’s 
Who of international institu-
tions and aid agencies. Who 
said there’s no such thing as 
a free lunch? The secret is not 
being around when the time 
comes to pay the bill.  

Say the magic word

What he said: We are ear-
marking Rs30 million for the de-
velopment of three eco-villages 
next year, at Pointe aux Piments, 
Vuillemin and Rodrigues.

What he meant: that’s a 
good one! Rs30 million can’t 
even get you a decent house 
nowadays, never mind three 
new-fangled eco-villages. Se-
riously, who writes this stuff? 

What he said: Govern-
ment also wants to discourage 
the use of PET bottles, plastic 
bags and cans. They’re a big 
nuisance to the environment. 
Fiscal disincentive has proved 
to be an effective way to re-
duce demand for these prod-
ucts. I am therefore doubling 
the rate of excise duty on 
these three items from Rs1 to 
Rs2 as from tomorrow. 

 What he meant: that’s 
brilliant! I’m using the en-
vironmental protection as a 
pretext to increase revenues. 
It’s like taking a Kinder Bue-
no from a blind baby. 

What he said: the MID 
levy on each litre of petro-
leum products and each kg 
of coal and LPG will be in-
creased to 30 cents.

What he meant: this MID 
malarkey is turning out to be 

quite useful after all. All I have 
to do is say the magic word 
and I get to increase the levy 
on petroleum products without 
ever having to justify how the 
money is going to be spent. 

What he said: the grant for 
the solar water heater scheme 
is being reinstated at Rs10 000 
and reinforced with the par-
ticipation and collaboration of 
commercial banks. As regards 
renewable local sources of en-
ergy, the regulations in place 
already allow the CEB to pur-
chase electricity through feed-
in tariff from small IPPs. 

What he meant: more than 
three years after the launch of 
MID, basically all the country 
has to show for it is a hodgep-
odge of half-measures. A bit like 
this budget really. That’s alright 
though. I’ve kept the best for 
last. I’ll tell them that this budg-
et will lay the foundations for a 
“GDP in the trillion of rupees 
rather than in billions”. That’ll 
keep the naysayers quiet.  

Nicholas RAINER 



■ It appears that Mr Jean Bru-
neau will be appointed Commis-
sioner of Prisons. How does your 
Association feel about that?

We don’t know much about him 
but we believe that his strong perso-
nality and his vast experience in the 
Police Force will help him meet ex-
pectations. The Prison Offi cers’ Asso-
ciation (POA) intends to work in close 
collaboration with the new Commis-
sioner and hopes that his appointment 
will generate motivation among the 
staff with a view to improving perfor-
mance. The POA would prefer that 
Mr Bruneau be supported by a new 
management team in his responsibi-
lities comprising either a retired ma-
gistrate, an Assistant Commissioner of 
Police or a former chief executive of 
the public sector 

■ He is not exactly inheriting a 
bright situation, is he? 

Not at all; there is a big feeling 
of frustration among some high ran-

king officers and the situation is get-
ting worse. 

■ What do you think the new 
commissioner’s starting point 
should be?

He could start by fi lling all pro-
motional vacant posts at the earliest 
and trying to improve the working 
atmosphere. He should also work to-
wards installing a culture where due 
respect and consideration are given to 
the POA. 

■ You have had a meeting with 
the Prime minister concerning a 
series of complaints and propo-
sals .What are they in a nutshell?

Yes, the President of the POA 
and myself  had a meeting of utmost 
importance with the Prime minister 
shortly after the mass escape and 
mutiny which occurred at the Grand-
River-North-West prison in June last. 
The meeting was fruitful and the PM 
has just solicited help from Singapore 

and France regarding expertise for 
the management and planning of the 
new Melrose Prison, security audit 
and security in prisons in general. We 
are satisfied that he lent an attentive 
ear to our proposals and has taken 
good note of the chaotic situation in 
prisons. An in-depth memorandum 
with proposed solutions is being fi-
nalised and will be submitted shortly 
to the Prime- Minister’s Office for 
consideration. It will detail all the 
major problems. 

■ What are these major pro-
blems?

 There is an acute shortage of 
staff in all institutions / sections / 
units. By virtue of the risky, delicate 
and difficult nature of our job, we 
humbly believe that we deserve more 
motivation through an increase in 
our wages and improved conditions 
of work so that we may better face 
the countless problems we are cur-
rently encountering.  

■ There is a ratio of one to two. Is 
that not enough?

That is a fallacy! We are hugely 
understaffed. The day of the mutiny, 
for example, there were only 16 pri-
son offi cers on duty for 361 detainees. 
Since the existence of prisons in Mau-
ritius, one and a half centuries back, 
recruitment has always been done on 
a piecemeal basis.

■ How many more offi cers are 
you asking for?

 There is need for a mass recruit-
ment of 500 prison offi cers. We also 
need nursing offi cers to dispense 
health and medical care to detainees. 
A growing number of detainees ser-
ving long terms of imprisonment are 
living with HIV/AIDS and hepatitis 
and there are presently some twenty 
vacancies in the hospital section. All 
our nursing offi cers are aged around 
55 years. If immediate remedial mea-
sures are not taken, there will be no 
hospital offi cers in the Prisons De-
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with Jackie Kamanah - Secretary of the Prisons Officers’ Association 

“Prisoners are sent to prison as punishment 
not for punishment”

[ I N T E R V I E W ]

Interview

 With the appointment of  the next Commissioner of  
Prisons now announced, we invite Jackie Kamanah, 
Secretary of  the Prisons Offi cers’ Association, 
to comment on the situation, including the thorny 
issue of  drugs in the prisons.   
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partment in fi ve years’ time. We have 
made observations on our outdated 
and colonialist penal system, our 
conditions of work, general welfare 
and work environment, the conditions 
of detention, detainees’ educational 
and rehabilitative programmes, solu-
tions to fi ght against the introduction 
of illicit drugs and other prohibited 
articles into prisons, the problem of 
overcrowding, sentencing policy and 
the urgent need to amend certain pri-
son-related legislation. We also have 
to improve prison conditions for 
the prisoners. 

■ When you try to make life ea-
sier and more comfortable for 
criminals, do you ever think of the 
relatives of the victims?

Criminals are sent to prison as 
a punishment not for punishment. 
Mauritius is signatory of the United 
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for 
treatment of detainees. We are, there-
fore, bound to stick to that convention 
.It requires the prohibition of inhu-
man, cruel and degrading treatment 
of inmates. We have to improve prison 
conditions to meet the minimum in-
ternational standards as regards sani-
tation, a hygienic living environment, 
proper lighting and ventilation, medi-
cal and health services, clean drinking 
water, proper diet, safety and minimi-
sing the risk of sexual abuse and as-
sault, drug consumption etc. These 
basic physical needs are not synony-
mous with the comfort and luxury of-
fered in a fi ve-star hotel but vital for 
their rehabilitation in the interest of 
the relatives of the victims themselves. 

■ What interests? Do you think 
that the victims’ relatives are 
happy seeing those who have de-
prived them of happiness enjoy 
luxury?

Our mission statement is to keep 
detainees in safe custody. In so doing, 
we are preventing them from commit-
ting further crimes and also deterring 
other potential criminals from offen-
ding, thus ensuring the protection of 
the victim’s relatives and that of the 
public. Besides, offenders may be cal-
led upon to work and contribute to 
a special fund so as to compensate 
relatives and dependents of crime 
victims. That is why rehabilitation is 
important. 

■ You put a lot of stress on reha-
bilitation but can rehabilitation 
really turn criminals away from 
a life of crime? 

Despite the fact that detainees are 
generally rehabilitated to our satisfac-
tion during their stay in prison, it is 
unfortunate to note that once they are 
released, no half-way home, employ-
ment, proper follow-up, psychological 
and family support or any other form 
of help from the authorities or NGOs 
are made available to them. Conse-
quently, they fi nd themselves in the 
same environment as prior to their 
imprisonment and unavoidably adopt 
re-offending behaviour through peer 
pressure. Security and rehabilitation 
of detainees followed by their social 
reintegration are indissociable. 

■ How much does this rehabilita-

tion cost us?
What you need to know is that the 

economic cost of imprisonment incur-
red by them turns around R 161,400 
annually per head of detainee. So, it 
is in the interest of society itself that 
once out, these prisoners do not fi nd 
themselves in jail again. We, therefore, 
need to help them rebuild a life in the 
community by giving them options 
and opportunities. For example, basic 
physical facilities should be granted to 
them on release for as long as they stick 
to their conditions of rehabilitation.        

■ Some people think that an 
overwhelming amount of time, 
money and energy are spent in 
creating facilities that do not help 
to win the war on crime, violence 
and drugs. How do you react to 
that? 

This is an ever growing social 
phenomenon worldwide. The battle 
against crime, violence and drugs 
which are unavoidably connected can-
not be addressed in isolation. All these 
issues are often linked to social discri-
mination and beyond the existing legal 
framework; they can meet no respite 
without a strong political will from 
competent authorities to strive hard 
against poverty and inequality. We have 
to put a heavy price on public safety, 
law and order. Crime, violence and 
drugs are issues too big for countries 
to fi ght alone which explains the global 
challenge and the crucial concerns of 
the United Nations Offi ce on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC). If we have to 
fi ght against these scourges, we shall 
also have to fi ght against corrupt insti-
tutions. Most serious crimes are mani-
festly associated with violence and are 
drugs-related offences. 

■ But how do you fi ght drugs?
Illicit drugs should be treated as a 

health problem not a crime. We need 
to adopt a ‘Drugs Decriminalisation 
Policy‘(DPP) which would decrimi-
nalise the user found in possession 
of small amounts of drugs, let’s say 
the amount needed for one week’s 
personal use and focus on treatment 
prevention. Instead of jailing users, 
they should be sent to detoxifi cation 
centres where they would learn how to 
control their drug use to get off drugs 
entirely. This would also decrease the 
number of deaths and infections such 
as HIV/AIDS and hepatitis. A Drugs 
Dissuasion Commission (DDC) com-
prising a medical offi cer, social ser-
vices worker and a sitting judge could 
be established to recommend treat-
ment, fi ne or sanction. 

■ Are you also suggesting lighter 
sentences for drug dealers?

No, penalties for people caught 
dealing and traffi cking in illicit street 
drugs should remain unchanged, if 
not hardened. And the war against 
drug lords should be coordinated: 
NGOs and the educational institu-
tions have a vital role to play in win-
ning the war against drugs. 

■There are many allegations that 
some prisons offi cers themselves 
are in league with criminals and 
help them get drugs inside their-
prison cells. Is that an exaggeration? 

As you mention it yourself, there 
are many allegations. Black sheep ope-
rate in any organisation be it private 
or public, and the Prisons Service is 
not exempt, but there are few offi cers 
who are involved in traffi cking with 
detainees. Only three prison offi cers 
have been sentenced for drug dealing 
with detainees during the past thirty 
years and four are presently awaiting 
trial for the same offence. 

■ These are the ones who have 
been caught…

Well, some prison guards are 
young and inexperienced and the na-
ture of their job is such that certain 
offi cers become vulnerable as they 
are made to mix daily with drug ba-
rons with whom a certain familiarity 
is unavoidably forged; subsequently, 
these people usually make use of the 
power of their wealth to bait those of-
fi cers until they get trapped in the vi-
cious circle of traffi cking which exists 
in any prison anywhere in the world. 
Otherwise, blackmailing and various 
types of threat are also employed.

■ But how do these illegal items 
escape control? 

They are usually concealed in their 
body or thrown over the prison peri-
meter walls. Sometimes, they are hid-
den in cosmetic products which land 
in prisons through relatives on visits. 
The existence of dispensaries and 
hospitals within the inner compound 
of the institutions where syringes and 
psychotropic drugs are stored repre-
sents a source of bad infl uence over 
drug addicts inside. 

■ What do you think the new com-
missioner’s priorities should be? 

He should introduce an ‘earned 
remission system’ for all detainees 
except those sentenced for rape with 
murder and rape on minors.  This 
should be managed by an independent 
body and an ad hoc committee should 
be set up to look into its implementa-
tion. He should also lay emphasis on 
intensive educational and rehabilita-
tive programmes and conduct a global 
review of the conditions of detention 
.Training of offi cers is equally im-
portant and so are their conditions of 
work. These need to be upgraded. We 
also hope that he manages to develop 
strategies to make our prisons drugs 
free. The task ahead of him is daun-
ting but he should not be discouraged. 
He is not alone in it. We will give him 
our full support.

■ Are you equally happy with the 
provisions made in the budget?

For the fi rst time, we have been 
able to exceed the threshold of a 
billion with provisions made for the 
new Melrose Prison. We are very up-
set with the budget 2011 as some 40 
posts at the basic grade have been 
curtailed. We are already functioning 
with a skeleton staff and we wonder 
how we are going to exert proper 
control and supervision to maintain 
discipline and security with over-
crowded prisons. The budget was a 
big disappointment in this respect. 

 Touria PRAYAG
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“We are hugely 
understaffed. 
The day of the 

mutiny, for 
example, there 

were only 16 
prison offi cers 
on duty for 361 

detainees.”

[ I N T E R V I E W 



“I am intensely proud 
of how my own 
country is frequent-
ly ranked so highly 

in terms of economic freedom, 
doing business and governance,” 
says Prime Minister Navin 
Ramgoolam to a hall packed full 
of international luminaries like 
Mo Ibrahim himself, former U.N 
Secretary General Kofi  Annan, 
Jean Ping, Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission and 
Mohamed El Baradei, former Di-
rector General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
This was at the opening of the Mo 
Ibrahim conference.     

This pride is not misplaced 
considering that, for the second 
time, Mauritius has topped the 
Mo Ibrahim index (MII) of good 
governance in Africa. This follows 
other favorable rankings such as 
“The Economic Freedom Index 
of the Wall Street Journal which 
ranks us 12th, the Global Compe-
titiveness Report, 55th, the Africa 
Competitiveness Report, 4th and 
The World Bank ‘Doing Business 
Report 2011’ which ranks us 20th.

According to the MII’s 2010 

report, Mauritius ranked fi rst in 
safety and rule of law, second in 
participation and human rights 
and fourth in human development 
after Seychelles, Libya and Tu-
nisia. The overall score, however, 
turned out in Mauritius’ favour. A 
conclusion that Economist Eric Ng 
asserts is justifi ed, considering that 
“if we compare ourselves to other 
African countries, we are a country 
that has a greater respect for 
good governance.”

Vijay Makhan, ex-Assistant 
Secretary General of the African 
Union (AU) and long-time advo-
cate of greater regional integration, 
stresses the importance of this ran-
king as “prospective investors from 
abroad can rely upon such mate-
rial to determine that this is a good 
country to invest in.”

These fi ndings correspond to a 
longstanding trend that was identi-
fi ed by The Economist in its 27th 
September 2007 issue whereby 
it was found that island states in 
Africa often do much better than 
their neighbors on the mainland. 
Mauritius and Seychelles have 
hitherto dominated the rankings, 
followed by Botswana and Cape 
Verde. Consistently, at the bottom 
of the list are war-torn Somalia, 
Congo, Chad and Sudan. 

The guiding vision 
of the MII

In a 2009 article entitled ‘prere-
quisite to Prosperity: Why Africa’s 
Future Depends on Better Gover-
nance’, Mo Ibrahim explains that, 
“All Africans have a right to live in 
freedom and prosperity and to se-
lect their leaders through fair and 
democratic elections, and the time 
has come when Africans are no 
longer willing to accept lower stan-
dards of governance than those in 
the rest of the world.”

This is the guiding vision that 
led Ibrahim, a Sudanese-born Bri-
tish telecommunications tycoon, 
to set up the Mo Ibrahim Foun-
dation. Since 2007, the foundation 
has published the annual MII that 
ranks African countries in compa-
rison to one another based on cri-
teria such as Safety and rule of law, 
Participation and human rights, 
sustainable economic opportu-

nity and, fi nally, human develop-
ment, measured in terms of health 
and education.  

The overarching aim, accor-
ding to the foundation, is to stimu-
late debate on good governance, 
provide criteria by which citizens 
can hold their governments into 
account and recognize achieve-
ment in African leadership. 

Regional integration 
still a challenge

The dominant theme of the 
conference was regional integra-
tion. According to Mo Ibrahim, 
“building regional economic in-
tegration must be underlined by 
principles of governance, transpa-
rency and accountability delivered 
by leaders bold enough to have a 
vision of a shared future.”

The potential collective bene-
fi ts of integration were articulated 
by World Bank Group Managing 
Director Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
“Experience shows that countries 
stand better chances of attracting 
Foreign Direct Investment and 
sustained growth when their entire 
regions are reforming rather than 
in a few isolated pockets of excel-
lence in a stagnant region.”  

But how much pro-
gress has actually 
been made? 

In his opening address, the 
Prime minister presented fi gures 
that refl ected the prevailing dissa-

tisfaction with the pace of integra-
tion. According to him, only about 
10 to 12% of African trade has 
taken place within the continent, 
which is one of the lowest intra-re-
gional trade levels worldwide. The 
African economies are still too re-
liant upon inter-continental trade.

One explanation for this 
paucity of action is highligh-
ted by Vijay Makhan when he 
states that, “Conferences such as 
this one are good as they bring 
some visibility to the need to in-
tegrate, but there is little follow 
up. People have the tendency to 
talk and mark time.” According 
to him, many of the things being 
said have been said over the past 
several years. “You come down 
fi ve years from now, it will be dif-
ferent actors, but the content of 
the speeches will be exactly the 
same.” A better way would be to 
approach the problem by saying, 
“this is what we have decided to 
do in the past, let’s see what pro-
gress we have made since then,” 
Makhan volunteers. 

Eric Ng, on the other hand, 
maintains that “we are making 
progress in terms of regional 
integration. In some ways, 
Mauritius is going much fur-
ther than others in the region.” 
The pace of integration must, 
according to him, by virtue of 
necessity, be gradual. “Integra-
tion is achieved through the 
unifi cation of markets, like it 
happened in Europe,” he says. 
“In my view, it cannot be done 
by political fi at alone.”

African ownership 
in question

Ironically, although the MII 
was introduced as an African-
owned initiative, critics point out 
that all of the research is carried 
out by Harvard University’s Ken-
nedy school of Government’s 
programme on intrastate confl ict 
and confl ict resolution.  Headed 
by Robert Rotberg, the research 
team consists exclusively of Bos-
ton academics. This may not have 
qualitative academic implications 
but does make the claim of Afri-
can ownership rather tepid. 

A second shortcoming is 
brought up by Vijay Makhan, 
“If you look at the publication 
based on indices of data, you will 
fi nd that it is provided by other 
sources.” This lack of national 
data gives rise to the danger that 
conclusions may rest upon an 
“outside perception of gover-
nance or the dominant mood 
at the time rather than objective 
criteria,” he warns. 

The MII remains, despite its 
critics and the cynics, an impor-
tant complimentary analytical 
tool to measure good governance 
in Africa.  Mauritius being at 
the top of the overall rankings, 
though a cause for celebration, 
should not become a cause of 
complacency.  We are on top. 
Now the real challenge remains 
to stay there. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Coming out at the top of the league 
tables for good governance in Africa is 
a welcome token of recognition for the 
progress achieved by Mauritius.

Mo and Mauritius 
Mauritius aces governa

The Prime minister and the former Secretary General of the United Nations(UN) Kofi  Annan, (centre) 
with UN Under-Secretary General Abdoulie Janneh on their left.

Mo Ibrahim, 
the man
Born in Sudan in 1946, Dr. Mo-
hamed ‘Mo’ Ibrahim studied 
at the University of Alexandria 
and earned a masters degree 
at the University of Bradford 
in electrical engineering before 
earning a Ph.D from the Uni-
versity of Birmingham in mo-
bile communications. 
After his education, he was 
employed by British Telecom 
before founding a consultancy 
and software company in 1989. 
1998, he rebranded his consul-
tancy as Celtel and operated as 
one of the pioneering mobile 
phone operators in Africa. 
His wife, Hania, is a former 
consultant radiologist at the 
British NHS. 
In 2008, he figured on Forbes 
2008 rich list as worth $2.5 
billion, the same year he was 
also named Britain’s most in-
fluential black person. 
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ance index
How to write 
a letter

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

Rodrigues Chief Commissioner Johnson 
Roussety is right; Pravind Jugnauth didn’t 
provide adequate funds for our wonderful 
little daughter island. There should have 

been a sum earmarked in the budget for a very spe-
cial item -a course for the Chief Commissioner in 
how to write a letter to the Prime minister.

See, that’s the problem when power goes to the 
heads of people who haven’t been geared to deal with 
it; humility goes out of the window. It wouldn’t have 
been a problem if such an occurrence didn’t have 
catastrophic consequences for the people of Rodri-
gues. Unfortunately, the ones paying for Roussety’s 
arrogance are the very people he has been elected 
to serve.  

I don’t know who told Roussety that one writes 
open letters to Prime ministers. I don’t know who 
told him that he could address a Prime minister in 
such an offhand manner and still expect to be taken 
seriously. Or that the Republic of Mauritius owes 
him, personally, anything , for that matter.

That said, Roussety has a point when he com-
plains that due attention and consideration is not 
being paid to Rodrigues. This wonderful island is 
being neglected by Mauritius, the people are being 
made to feel like they’re second grade citizens, Ro-
drigues’ good karma is slowly being engulfed by 
negativity, by listlessness because hey, that’s what 
happens to anyone and anything that suffers from 
neglect and abandonment. Apply this to a child, he 
will grow up into a resentful person and will either 
take that aggressiveness out on other people or will 
turn it against himself or herself. 

So the government of Mauritius and in particular, 
the Prime minister should heed what’s happening in 
Rodrigues at the moment. Owning the jewel that Ro-
drigues is is a privilege that gives us responsibilities 
towards the people of Rodrigues. What’s that quote 
Prime Minister Ramgoolam likes, again? Power wi-
thout responsibility is the prerogative of harlots? 

Well, we’re no harlots. If we decide that we want 
Rodrigues to be part of our Republic, then we must 
treat the island and its inhabitants with the respect 
and dignity they deserve. Big words, I know. Our 
own people are not treated with dignity- two of them 
are currently dying on the pavements of Port Louis 
amidst the indifference of the population, the oppo-
sition and the government. 

So you see? It’s not personal; the government of 
Mauritius does have this tendency to be indiscrimi-
nately spiteful. 

This meanness is further enhanced when they 
deal with people like Johnson Roussety. I vividly re-
member the two-day visit of Navin Ramgoolam to 
Rodrigues in 2007. On departure day, we were at the 
airport and the Prime minister and his wife were 
sitting down, waiting. For what, I hope you’re won-
dering. But for the Chief Commissioner, of course! I 
don’t know what other important things he had sche-
duled on that day but on the one occasion he gets the 
Prime minister to visit his island, Roussety keeps the 
man waiting! 

Obviously this doesn’t warrant the government’s 
unkindness towards Rodrigues but it might help ex-
plain some of it.

So what now? I don’t know- maybe another bud-
getary grant to send Roussety on a diplomacy course!

Gender Equality

The one criterion where Mauritius did not shine was Gen-
der Equality and Development. According to former presi-
dent of Botswana and the 2008 recipient of the Mo Ibrahim 
prize Foestus Mogae, “Mauritius has ranked relatively 
poorly in terms of Gender Equality and Development.” 
to a question from l’Express Weekly, he quickly adds, “We 
are not here to dictate what should be done but to provide 
ammunition for civil society to urge action.”
Mauritius did not even fi gure in the top ten performers. This 
calls for civil society to reevaluate its strategies, which are 
obviously inadequate. 

The Mo Ibrahim 
Prize
Another event undertaken 
by the foundation is the 
annual Mo Ibrahim prize 
awarded to former African 
heads of state in recogni-
tion of good governance. 
It is arguably the largest 
prize of its kind, with the 
recipient receiving $500,000 
over a ten-year period, co-
ming to a total of 5 million 
USD. After the ten year 
period, the winner is given 
$200,000 a year for life. In 
addition, for a period of 
ten years, an additional 
$200,000 a year is given to 
support a project of the 
winner’s choosing. This 
easily dwarfs the much 
better known Nobel Prize 
worth $1.4 million. 
The rationale behind such 
a lucrative offer was ex-
plained by Ibrahim in an 
editorial on the British 
newspaper the Guardian 
on the 26th October 2006, 
when he founded the prize: 
“A situation in which (re-
tired) leaders face three 
choices - relative poverty, 
term extension, or corrup-
tion - is not conducive to 
good governance.” 
The implication is that a 
politician incentivized by 
the prospect of winning a 
lucrative governance award 
is less likely to engage in 
corruption. 
Since its founding in 2006, 
the prize has had two re-
cipients, former Mozam-
bican president Joaquin 
Chissano and former pre-
sident of Botswana Festus 
Mogae. However, in 2009 
and 2010 no leader was 
awarded the prize. 

1 1 83 Mauritius
2 2 78.5 Seychelles
4 3 75.9 Botswana
3 4 75.5 Cape Verde
5 5 71.5 South Africa
6 6 67.3 Namibia
7 7 64.6 Ghana
8 8 62.1 Tunisia
10 9 60.5 Egypt
9 10 60.1 Lesotho

The Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam with Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim, 
founder and fi nancier of the Mo Ibrahim foundation. 

Mo Ibrahim Index for Year 2008/9
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Universal Access and 
Human Rights… 
the theme for 
World AIDS Day 

2010 is clear - the fi ght against 
HIV/AIDS depends largely on 
increasing access to prevention 
and treatment and combating 
prejudice. According to the 
2010 progress report on the 
Millennium Development 
Goals issued by the United 
Nations, globally, the spread of 
HIV appears to have peaked in 
1996, when 3.5 million people 
were newly infected. By 2008, 
that number had dropped 
to an estimated 2.7 million. 
AIDS-related mortality peaked 
in 2004, with 2.2 million 
deaths. By 2008, that toll had 
dropped to 2 million, although 
HIV remains the world’s lea-
ding infectious killer.

According to the non-
governmental organisation, 
PILS, an average of 50 new 
cases are detected in Mauri-
tius each month and 75% of 
these are intravenous drug 
users. This rate makes Mauri-
tius the Indian Ocean country 
with the highest prevalence, 
which means that universal 
access is all the more impor-
tant.

Ataaullah Jaunoo, Com-
munication Coordinator at 
PILS, explains, “Valuable 
progress has been made in 
increasing access to HIV and 
AIDS services; yet, greater 
commitment is needed. In low 
and middle income countries, 
less than half of those in need 
of antiretroviral therapy are 
receiving it, and too many do 
not have access to adequate 
care services.” 

A representative from the 
National AIDS Secretariat, 
the country level HIV/AIDS 
coordinating authority, says 
that in the issue of universal 
access, emphasis in Mauri-
tius is on voluntary testing. 
“Testing is a key prevention 
strategy that allows people to 
know their status so they can 
seek treatment and support 
if HIV positive. It also allows 
them to protect others by ta-
king precautions to prevent 
transmission. In the context 
of decentralization of testing 
facilities, emphasis will be laid 
on creating more demand for 

testing by sensitizing the pu-
blic and the eliminating the 
stigma linked to the test.”

The elimination of 
stigma, and consequently 
discrimination is crucial in 
supporting universal access. 
Ataaullah Jaunoo says, “The 
non-respect of human rights 
accentuates the spread of 
HIV, creating marginalized 
groups, such as intravenous 
drug users, sex workers and 
men having sex with men, 
who have a higher risk of HIV 
infection.” 

PILS is particularly 
concerned about the legis-
lation that bans foreigners 
with HIV/AIDS from en-
tering the country - a law 
that they say is discrimina-
tory and goes against basic 
human rights. “We cannot 

ban HIV positive foreigners 
from working or staying in 
Mauritius. The Immigration 
Laws have to be reviewed. 
We submitted an advocacy 
dossier to the government 
and we renew our appeal to 
them to stick to their engage-
ment,” says Ataaullah Jaunoo.
 Measures advocated by 
PILS include free access to 
condoms for youngsters and 
the Mauritian population at 
large. Targeting young people 
is especially important, and 
they must benefi t from sex 
and reproductive education 
at the earliest. In that res-
pect, PILS has been carrying 
out an awareness campaign 
called ‘Social Marketing of 
Condoms.’ “We believe that 
just as a person wears a hat 
for protection from the sun, a 
person should wear a condom 
before a sexual act. Only 1 in 
4 youngsters uses a condom 
for his/her fi rst sexual expe-
rience,” says Ataaullah Jaunoo.

The National AIDS Secre-
tariat has been working on a 
number of reports, including 
one on the prevalence of HIV/
AIDS amongst sex workers 
and another on the preva-
lence amongst men who have 
sex with men. The fi ndings of 
the reports have not yet been 
fi nalised. Meanwhile, PILS 
believes that the way forward 
is for NGOs, the government 
and other stakeholders to work 
together to increase awareness. 
The National Secretariat has 
also said that regional training 
workshops on the topic of 
HIV/AIDS testing will be orga-
nized. A combined effort advo-
cated by all parties concerned. 
As Ataaullah Jaunoo explains, 
“We have to gear up if we don’t 
want a continuous proliferation 
of HIV among the population 
at large.”

Melissa LOUIS

Intravenous drug users – among the ones at greatest risk.

December 1st : World AIDS Day 

World AIDS Day 2010

Fighting prejudice Fighting prejudice 
and encouraging preventionand encouraging prevention

“We believe 
that just as 
a person 

wears a hat 
for protec-

tion from the 
sun, a person 
should wear 
a condom 
before a 

sexual act.”

PILS presented its calendar of 
activities to mark the occasion 
this week: 
● 26th November- Classi-
cal music concert at 7pm, 
Conservatoire Francois Mit-
terand in Quatre Bornes. 
Tickets are available through 
Rezo Otayo and proceeds will 
go to PILS to support the fi ght 
against HIV/AIDS.
● 1st to 4th December- Love 
in the city, an event held at 

Port Louis Waterfront to help 
young people talk openly 
about sex and have their ques-
tions answered. The event will 
also include sketches, concerts 
and fi lm projections.
● 1st to 4th December- Forums 
and debates will be organised 
on various themes including 
sex education, the rights of sex 
workers and the rehabilitation 
of convicts. Contact PILS for 
more information.



Script 
of a Revolution

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

“We learn from history that we learn 
nothing from history.” George Ber-
nard Shaw’s words were meant to 
describe history’s seemingly trans-

formative, but ultimately mundane, moments. In lieu of 
something more profound, allow this humble scribe to 
relate a sense of déjà vu I’ve been feeling lately. 

The grand total of the hunger strikers has reached a 
whopping three people, with plenty of reservists waiting 
in the wings. An offer by the government to compensate 
the 23 ex-planters with relocation, Rs. 121,000 per ‘ar-
pent’ with interest, plus Rs. 60,000 for fencing, Rs. 10,000 
for land preparation, Rs. 10,000 for seeds and fertilizers 
and another Rs. 25,000 for irrigation, was rejected.  Ap-
parently, the package was not attractive enough for the 
planters who feel entitled to so much more in exchange 
for the privilege of the state to use state-owned land for 
one of the largest economic projects in our history. 

The merits of the case can be judged by the fact that even 
the opposition, usually waiting with bated breath to charge 
at windmills, seems to recognize the mediocrity and limited 
electoral appeal of the issue, deigning to spend just minutes 
on it in what must be one of the breeziest of our parliamen-
tary sessions ever. 

The actual subject at hand concerns a simple question: 
haven’t we been through all of this before? 

A relative non-issue is catapulted into the spotlight, la-
vishing all concerned with all the temporary celebrity indi-
vidual ambition and a disproportionate sense of entitlement 
can afford. In this particular instance, Maurice Labour was 
appointed, he maintains, by Alain Noel to represent the vast 
masses on hunger strike. Nobody apparently thought it wise 
to ask how a person charged with compiling a report can 
simultaneously nominate representatives of parties to the 
dispute under consideration. We are bursting at the seams 
with Gandhi’s waiting to apply for the situation. 

Even a question as simple as what this movement aims 
to achieve leaves one baffl ed. A very corporeal demand for 
more compensation can evolve into a generous pastiche 
of allegations ranging from corruption to Chinese nuclear 
strategy with distressing ease. 

Father Henri Souchon, who dared question the tac-
tic of the Church hitching onto ephemeral causes, was 
condemned by the marginally-larger support com-
mittee of the hunger strikers to such an extent that 
Bishop Maurice Piat stepped in to urge that the strike 
should not be the subject of an internal church debate. 
No one interferes with their meal ticket. 

Now, here is where I’m getting déjà vu. 
Not so long ago, a similar controversy broke out over 

the screening of the fi lm ‘Paradi an dey’ by Jameel Pee-
rally. Coincidentally, I must say, some of the actors were 
the very same. 

A simple bureaucratic delay whereby the Film Certifi -
cation Board (FCB) had not given the clearance to show 
the fi lm was turned into another cause célèbre. Naturally, 
our penchant for the dramatic necessitated a phantasmal 
theory. All sorts of allegations began fl ying around that 
the real reason why the fi lm was not allowed was because 
fi gures in higher places were implicated. Once the issue 
was milked, four days later, the FCB certifi ed the fi lm, 
which was subsequently allowed to go on air. The fi lm it-
self caused nary a ripple for its subject matter, but how this 
became a rallying cry for a motley assortment of rebels 
without a cause is just fascinating.

Is there a script they use to conduct these campaigns? 
I wonder if they’d let me borrow it. I’m feeling a little Fidel 
Castro myself.  

Much emphasis is 
laid upon domestic 
violence perpetra-
ted by the husband 

on his wife and children.  The re-
cent murder of Lolita Fa testifi es 
how the law remains a set of regu-
lations governing the public space 
but is not incisive enough to work 
through socio-economic condi-
tions, and combat different forms 
of violence committed against 
women.  

Violence against women, un-
fortunately, cuts across generations 
as our society remains dominated 
by patriarchal standards.  In the 
light of the International Day for 
the elimination of violence against 
women, held on the 25th Novem-
ber, we set out to explore some of 
the forms of violence experienced 
by the Mauritian girl and how she 
deals with these. 

“You are a girl.  What do you 
do outside home till 7pm?”  This 
is what Nathalie D., 23 years old 
and working as draughtswoman, 
is used to hearing because she re-
turns home late from work.  “Lis-
tening to such queries every night 
- at times expressed in more expli-
cit words – while I am trying hard 
to prove myself at work, affects my 
morale.  Since childhood, I have 
had to deal with a mindset that ad-
vocates the duties of a girl and not 
her rights.  When I happened to ask 
for my right to personal develop-
ment, it was violence that came my 
way.”  

In ma-
ny cases, 
girls can-
not voice out 
their sufferings 
and their frustra-
tion.  Although they 
are acclaimed for their 
brilliant academic and 
professional performances, 
they seldom have a say in 
home affairs.  They end up in-
ternalising the pain, which leads 
to non-acceptance of the self and 
also have diffi culty relating to hap-
piness.  “From the choice of my 
attire to the sport that I practice, I 
have to refl ect the image of the ac-
complished well-bred family even 
if from within, we are gnawed by 
hatred for each other.  When I star-
ted practicing Taekwondo, I was 
rebuked for taking such an initia-
tive.  However, I was encouraged to 
initiate my brother to the discipline.  
My hobby is legitimised when my 
brother practises it.  When I shield 
my little brother from the situations 
of confl ict at home, I am told that 
I am dooming him to failure.  My 
initiatives to help talk things out 
are dismissed as efforts to boss 

everyone around because I’m the 
educated one.  Do you know how 
depressing that is? You lose self-
confi dence and self-esteem.  I feel 
emotionally raped and violently 
messed up,” says Nazneen S., 25 
years old, studying for her BA in 
English.

Mother doubly 
patriarchal

Domestic violence is not per-
petuated only by the male fi gure.  
At times, it is not the father but ra-
ther the mother who treats the son 
and the daughter with double stan-
dards.  Sheila L., a 24-year old tea-
cher testifi es, “Since adolescence, 
I’ve been subjected to verbal, phy-
sical, and psychological violence 
by my parents and elder brother.  
The latter is perceived as the ‘pre-
mie lot’ (fi rst prize) by my mother 
irrespective of what he does.  No 
sanction is taken against him.”  
The violence, fear, loneliness and 
desolation have a negative impact 
on these girls’ studies, on their work 
and on their relationships.  “Today, 
I have moved out,” says Sheila, 
“but I carry the trauma 
of domestic violence.  I 
can neither hear nor 
see people arguing: 
my heart pounds 
when that 
happens; 
I feel a 

knot in my throat and 
I lapse into a dangerous state of 
numbness.”

According to Rajen Suntoo, 
lecturer in Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Mauritius, Parents seek 
to impart family values but then 
they are no longer the only 
vectors of socialisation.  “Our 

society is dynamic,” he adds, “and 
parents cannot be expected to 
change their values at the same 
rhythm.  Historically, girls are ex-
pected to uphold the family tra-
ditions.  Parents have a problem 
granting as much freedom to the 
daughter as to the son.”  This, ac-
cording to him, leads to different 
forms of domestic violence which 
imprint on the girl’s personality.  
“Unfortunately,” he says, “civil 
society is not contributing to the 
elimination of violence against 
women with some NGOs being 
set up for personal gain instead of 
fi ghting against this social ill.”

There is an increasing num-
ber of young girls who are not so-
cio-economically deprived.  They 
cannot fake ignorance for they 
know their rights.  Their struggle 
takes place in the domestic space, 
imbued with a patriarchal mindset 
and traditions.  For them, emanci-
pation and empowerment do not 
start with greater parliamentary 
representation.  Rather, they lie in 
their ability to affi rm themselves 
without fearing domestic violence 
at home or sexual harassment in 
the workplace.

Majhegy MURDEN
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Domestic violence

A social scourge

Keep out ! Let me get on 
with my life!
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Yacoob RAMTOOLA, 
 CEO, BDO

Pravind Jugnauth’s budget has 
prompted a most an inevitable 
debate and a range of reactions. 
On our page today we present the 
views of various stakeholders, from 
trade unionists to employers. Their 
Opinions range from the favourable 
to the ideologically hostile...

The fi rst budget of Pravind 
Jugnauth is a seamless extension 
of the ERCP document produced 
in August 2010. It clearly paves 
the way for the country to avail it-
self of the opportunities stemming 
from a changing World Economic 
Order. It resolutely looks East 
while maintaining the acquired 
rights from the West. 

The three objectives set in this 
budget are: Rebalancing Growth, 
Enhancing Productivity and Social 
Integration. 

The Honorable Minister also 
sets a clear vision with 1 Trillion 
Rupees of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and a GDP per Capita of 

U$20,000 by 2020. However, in the 
short term, he has moved to achieve 
modest improvement in the eco-
nomy in light of the prolonged eco-
nomic crisis prevailing in Europe. 
GDP growth is forecasted to reach 
4.2% in 2011 compared to 4.1% 
in 2010, budget deficit contained 
at 4.3% of GDP, and Public sector 
debt will be reduced from 60.7% 
to 60.3% of GDP in 2011. The 
worrying indicator is inflation which 
is expected to shoot to 4% by 2011. 

There is the clear translation of 
his stated position and objectives, 
namely the will to make of Mauri-
tius a duty free shopping paradise, 
reinstating exam fee exemption al-
beit up to monthly income of Rs14 
500, abolition of National Resident 
Property Tax and abolition of Tax 
on Interest. He has also re-intro-
duced fiscal incentives making a 
clear demarcation with the last five 
years trend. 

Taxing evil to promote social 
justice seems to be the name of the 
game. Heavy levies are imposed on 
alcohol, cigarettes and gaming while 
the housing sector and education 
for the most vulnerable groups were 
promoted through fiscal incentives 
for children embarking on tertiary 
education. Fiscal incentives have 
been reintroduced for mortgage 
and first time buyers exempted 
from registration duty. The minis-

ter of Finance has also taken mea-
sures for the elderly with increase in 
tax-free retirement lump sum and 
facilities for recreation centres. 

Impending 
‘currency wars’

Rebalancing and the promo-
tion of growth will be multifold in 
terms of source of tourists, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), 
the financial services, small plan-
ters, productivity, merger of institu-
tions and the ‘Maurice Ile Durable 
project’. Major investments will 
be effected to attract tourists from 
Russia, India and China. In line with 
the strategy of economic diploma-
cy, the embassies will benefit from 
additional resources regarding our 
traditional and prospective markets.

Rebalancing refers to the crea-
tion of space for Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SME) to foster growth. 
The role of Enterprise Mauritius 
will be more focused towards export 
promotions while the Development 
Bank of Mauritius (DBM) will be 
revamped to provide technical 
support to SMEs and guarantees 
to commercial banks for onward 
lending to SMEs. DBM will lend 
up to a maximum of Rs5m to Start 
Ups and SMEs that do not meet 
commercial banks criteria. 

The Budget also takes into 
account the modernization of the 
economy as a financial jurisdiction 
with substance as offshore entity 
GBL 1 will now be allowed to trade 
in the domestic economy. The tax 
incentives granted to Freeport will 
also be extended for another two 
years and trust law will be amended 
to make the product offerings even 
more competitive. The creation of 
a Sovereign Wealth Fund of US $ 
500m is timely to ensure better ma-
noeuvres in the foreign currency 
market in light of impending much 
talked about “currency wars”. 

In the sugar sector, there is the 
tax exemption for small planters 
on revenue obtained on the first 60 
tons of sugar. Corporate tax of 15% 
on operations of credit cooperative 
is being abolished. Land conversion 
process and procedures are being 
overhauled to enable the country to 
fully tap into the potential represen-
ted by Land Conversion Rights. 

Enhancing productivity in-
volves the possible merger of the 
Bank of Mauritius and the Finan-
cial Services Commission. Regar-
ding utilities, the merger of CWA, 
Waste Water/ Irrigation Authority 
will engender cost savings and pro-
mote efficiency. Additionally, the 
Registrar of Companies will also be 
a one-stop shop for start-ups. 

The continuation of Maurice 

Ile Durable concept is a key theme 
with the reintroduction of incen-
tives for the purchase of solar hea-
ter for a price up to Rs 10,000. The 
use of plastic bags will be discou-
raged through the increase of the 
levy on them from Rs.1 to Rs. 2. 
Three eco villages will be set up as 
well as a major wind farm and elec-
tricity will be produced from land 
fi lled gas. Levies on fossil fuels used 
will be increased. 

In order to sustain the level of 
expenditure, the Minister of Fi-
nance has, in addition to increasing 
taxes on alcohol, cigarettes, gasoline 
and gaming, introduced taxes on 
gains and profits made from immo-
vable property transactions and the 
imposition of a Solidarity Income 
Tax for having a total income excee-
ding Rs2m. On the other hand, the 
Minister has introduced deductions 
for mortgage interests and educa-
tion fees for those drawing a total 
income of not more than Rs. 2 m. 

The challenge of this budget lies 
in the buoyancy of the tax revenue. 
In summary, the budget speech un-
derscores the government’s vision 
on the one hand of growth in the 
short and long term coupled with 
the change in strategy reflecting the 
new World Economic Order and on 
the other hand, a more equitable fra-
mework for social distribution and 
justice. A fine balancing act, indeed.

 A fi ne economic and balancing act  A fi ne economic and balancing act 

Achieving the Mauritian dreamAchieving the Mauritian dream

Vishal RAGOOBUR
Senior Economist 

Mauritius Employers’ Federation   

The Budget Speech provides 
the most vivid translation of the 
Government Programme into poli-
cies and actions and at the outset, the 
Budget 2011 sets out to promote the 
twin Government objectives of eco-
nomic efficiency and social justice. 

The Budget has a long term 
economic focus. It seeks to drive 
forward the ambitious ‘Mauritian 
dream’ of exceeding an income per 
capita of $20,000 by the 2020s. This 
would require more than doubling 
the average annual growth rate of 
GDP of the past decade. The strat-
egies adopted by Government are 
firstly, to rebalance economic growth 
by diversifying our export and tou-
rism markets towards the emerging 
economies in a bid to reduce our 
dependence on the troubled Euro-
zone, accelerating the shift towards 
service sector activities that provide 

higher value added and greater po-
tential for growth; and promoting 
a competitive and growth-oriented 
SME sector.  

Second, to enhance the pro-
ductive capacity of the economy by 
way of: optimising the utilisation of 
our resources, investing in human 
resources, enhancing the quality of 
our physical infrastructure, impro-
ving the business environment, en-
gaging in public sector reform and 
encouraging the modernisation of 
private enterprises.    

 
These warrant some 
initial remarks. 

Export market diversification, 
essentially through economic diplo-
macy, may be difficult to achieve in 
relation to the export of goods given 
our lower cost competitiveness and 
the high level of similarity between 
our exports and those of the emer-
ging markets, in particular China. 
There is, however, scope for expan-
ding tourist arrivals from the emer-
ging countries provided we diversify 
our product offering and put in subs-
tantial and sustained marketing and 
promotion efforts. 

Our economic performance is 
increasingly reliant on the perform-
ance of sectors like Financial and 

Business Services and ICT which 
have experienced rapid expan-
sion in recent years. Government is 
further consolidating these sectors 
and promoting new growth poles 
in the shape of the Knowledge and 
Medical Hubs by improving the in-
stitutional and legal framework and 
promoting human capital develop-
ment in these areas. 

SMEs clearly have an impor-
tant role to play in meeting the 
Government’s growth and em-
ployment objectives. There has 
been significant easing of access to 
finance for some time and now the 
proposed rreforms to the support 
and finance mechanisms aim at 
enhancing the quality of business 
development services which will 
add to the buoyancy of the sector 
and its contribution to the economy.

Government is addressing 
some of the key macroeconomic 
factors for boosting productivity, 
i.e. natural and human resources, 
institutions and regulations and 
infrastructure. The ambition is “to 
make this decade one of the most 
productive of our post-indepen-
dence era”. 

We have, over the past few 
years, made great progress in terms 
of improving the business environ-
ment and creating the proper insti-

tutional and regulatory framework 
for attracting investment and 
enabling businesses to thrive and 
create jobs. The 2011 Budget pro-
poses further measures in the same 
vein, including reform with respect 
to human resources planning and 
allocation in the public sector as an 
effi cient public sector is vital in the 
quest for higher productivity. 

Quantum leap 
in Productivity

Education is of course crucial. 
However, it should be pointed that 
high returns to education are obtai-
ned where investment in education 
focuses not only on expanding ac-
cess but also on improving quality. 
There is also a need to take a ho-
listic approach to education, trai-
ning and skills development in the 
country in order to support econo-
mic and employment growth.  

In addition, there is a distinct 
lack of emphasis on technology 
transfer and especially research 
and development and innova-
tion. These are essential drivers 
of productivity growth and Mau-
ritius is clearly lagging behind in 
these areas. 

The quantum leap in produc-
tivity will, moreover, depend on 

getting the right mindset both in 
the labour force, in terms of de-
veloping stricter work ethics and 
the business community, which 
should take on the productivity 
challenge by modernising, inves-
ting in human capital, revisiting its 
leadership and management style, 
improving the work environment 
and innovating. 

The 2011 Budget is essentially 
a Budget of continuity, based on 
an economic model that has been 
adopted since 2006. It does not 
diverge from the supply side po-
licy orientation. If anything, it rein-
forces three fundamental aspects. 
Firstly, Government will pursue 
the path of structural economic 
reform for enhancing productivity 
and competitiveness. Secondly, 
there will be greater prominence 
given to monetary policy for main-
taining macroeconomic stability, in 
coordination with fi scal policy. Fi-
nally, the role of Government will 
in time be increasingly limited to 
that of a facilitator, providing the 
proper institutional and regulatory 
framework for the emergence of 
an effi cient and competitive pri-
vate sector, in turn called upon to 
contribute even more actively in 
the economic and social develop-
ment of the country. 

Budget Debate :Budget Debate :  from the favourable       to the ideologically hostilefrom the favourable    
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Executing Vision 2020Executing Vision 2020

Conservatism and neo-liberal orthodoxyConservatism and neo-liberal orthodoxy

Baljinder SHARMA
Director, 

CrainsTechnologies Ltd

One error most people 
make is to judge the bud-
get on the day it is presen-
ted. The right time to do so 
genuinely is at the end of a 
year…when its proposals 
have been fully rolled out 
and their impact beginning 
to emerge. Yet custom de-
mands that its core propo-
sals be immediately laid bare 
and scrutinized on the basis 
of past experience and ou-
tright human instinct.

Going by the press re-
ports and public comments 
in the media the budget has 
been generally described to 
be fairly balanced one. Elec-

toral promises have been 
dutifully kept. Tax on the 
unusually rich has been in-
creased. Banks and telecom 
companies that make pro-
fi t from thin air have been 
surcharged. Tax credits on 
mortgages and educational 
loans have been allowed for 
the perennially dissatisfi ed 
middle classes and the ho-
meless have been promised 
with social housing. A crip-
pling levy has been imposed 
to dissuade the common 
men from excessive gam-
bling, drinking and smoking 
habits. Internet rates have 
been promised to be re-
duced. Hospitals and health 
centers have been planned. 
Even a national wealth fund 
has been announced.

Projections on national 
income, unemployment, 
government spending and 
other macroeconomic in-
dicators have been suitably 
made and list of major in-
frastructure projects re-
leased. Historical focus 

on euro-zone has been re-
duced. Opportunities for 
tourist infl ows and export 
markets in the rapidly 
growing and neighboring - 
India and China… and the 
distant and unknown Rus-
sia and Brazil have been 
identifi ed to be explored.

Parking slots for 
political appointees

Yet the singularly most 
important feature of the 
2010 budget is the bold and 
ambitious announcement of 
a ‘Mauritian Dream’ – the 
beginning of a ten year long 
visionary journey towards a 
developed nation by 2020 – a 
trillion rupee worth of income 
in the national till and an ave-
rage of fi fty thousand rupee a 
month into every pocket…the 
welfare state intact.

Several assumptions have 
been made to realize the 
dream and skepticism begins 
with these…many are outright 

wishful if not impossible. A lot 
of emphasis, for instance, has 
been laid on economic diplo-
macy and the role of trade ad-
visors to attract business and 
investment to the shores. Past 
experience shows that embas-
sies and trade missions are 
parking slots for political ap-
pointees – it requires a stretch 
of imagination to see them 
suddenly transformed into 
dynamic salesmen running 
around peddling hotel rooms, 
locally manufactured jewelry 
or call centre seats.

Similarly, expectations of 
sudden improvement in public 
sector productivity are naïve. 
There are deeper and syste-
mic problems – part cultural 
and part social that cannot 
be addressed with budgetary 
proposals.

It need not be said that 
many institutions on which the 
government wants to erect the 
Mauritian Dream are falling 
apart. Internal bickering at one 
end and political interference 
from the other have kept most 

of them interminably paralyzed 
– given that caste, community 
and ethnicity not merit form 
the basis of these appoint-
ments. To what extent can bud-
getary proposals replace these 
socio-political compulsions is a 
moot point.

Soon debate will begin in 
the parliament. Laudatory com-
mentaries from the government 
benches will expectedly fl ow as 
will emanate meaningless and 
unproductive criticism from 
the opposition. Then budget 
will be passed and forgotten. 
Few will challenge its assump-
tions. Fewer will question its 
proposals. The rare one would 
disagree. Not a single soul 
would move proposals to bring 
the very institutional changes 
that would make many of its 
contents practical and imple-
mentable.

Finally it is not what is pre-
sented today but what is execu-
ted that will decide the fate of 
the nation ten years hence… 
and that of politicians, exactly 
fi ve years earlier.

Ashok Subron

Rezistans ek Alternativ

In the face of the multi-di-
mensional crisis within global 
capitalism, another budget was 
necessary and possible for Mau-
ritius and Rodrigues. Pravind Ju-
gnauth’s budget does not lay the 
foundation of a new economic 
model, nor does it contain the 
measures needed to face the cri-
sis generated by global capitalism. 
Pravind Jugnauth’s budget is stuck 
within an economic policy charac-
terized by the conservatism and 
neo-liberal orthodoxy advocated 
by wealthy classes since the past 
20-30 years. The new budget does 
not even question our dependence 
on an uncertain world economy, 
but only replaces this dependence 
by another. 

Instead of moving towards a 
new economic model based on 
the principles of decent employ-
ment, redistribution of wealth, and 
developing the productive sectors 
of the economy, the PTR-MSM-
PMSD budget is imprisoned by an 
archaic model that rests on cheap 
labour and traditional pillars like 

the export processing zone, tou-
rism, and the fi nancial sector.

Rebalancing the economic 
policy will generate new sources of 
profi t for capitalism. 

The budget is mainly ope-
ning new avenues of profi t for 
local and international capitalists. 
For example, the budget aims at 
turning social rights like health 
and education into merchandise, 
a new source for profi t making. 
This will gradually bring a two-
pronged social service: excellence 
in health care and education, like 
Apollo hospital for rich people, 
and another health and education 
service for the ordinary citizens of 
the country. 

Distorted objectives

Pravind Jugnauth is persisting 
with the policy of making the tou-
rism industry the central pillar of the 
country’s development. This will not 
only increase our dependence on 
tourism but it is also a strategy that 
is socially and ecologically unsustai-
nable. The project to transform our 
country into a duty free island is not 
only a dangerous fantasy but will also 
cause the destruction of many indus-
tries which are oriented towards pro-
duction for the local market.

While many people with 
common sense were waiting for 
the new government to set up a 
new policy that would make opti-
mal use of our land for food crop 

production, food security and 
job creation, Pravind Jugnauth 
has distorted this objective. The 
new budget will facilitate the 
conversion of agricultural land. 
It elaborates on a new land po-
licy that will turn our land into 
a new source of profi t and en-
courage the construction of 
useless commercial complexes. 
Although the new budget does 
mention the potential of our sea 
and marine resources, the govern-
ment is refusing to set up an Opti-
mal Marine Resources Utilisation 
Authority to develop and nurture 
our marine resources.

The new government has com-
plied with employers’ claims to ease 
the process of recruiting foreign la-
bour.  Instead of setting up a Com-
mission of Inquiry on the working 
conditions of foreign workers in 
Mauritius, instead of establishing 
a minimum wage floor to prevent 
over exploitation, Pravind Jugnauth 
is lending a hand in resorting to mi-
grant labour.    The conditions that 
are being introduced for organiza-
tions recruiting migrant workers to 
contribute in the NEF programme 
are just a sham.  This subjugation to 
the demands of local capitalism de-
picts government’s choice to retain 
our country in the shackles of an ou-
tdated economic model, which relies 
permanently on cheap labour.

Similar to Sithanen, Pravind 
Jugnauth is adopting Public Private 
Partnership for all infrastructural 

projects.  This semi-privatised model 
leaves the door open to all kinds of 
frauds and corruptions.

The introduction of the Solida-
rity Income Tax on income revenues 
beyond two million rupees bring 
about more justice in the unfair taxa-
tion system which prevails.

In the case of the CSR, it 
would have been more appro-
priate to replace it by an increase 
in Corporate Tax.

Regarding the problem of alco-
holism and proliferation of plastic: 
instead of nipping the ill in the bud 
from a creative approach, govern-
ment has chosen the easiest way out 
by imposing greater tax on them.

As for gambling, an increase 
in tax will not suffi ce to solve this 
social ill.  In its place, government 
should have limited the granting of 
licence itself.

Social measures 
too ambitious

The change in the subsi-
disation formula for SC/HSC 
exams fees should have been 
geared towards the univer-
sal subsidisation on the fees.  
Instead of making nineteen 
thousand families – who are 
benefi ting from this new for-
mula – going through another 
“exam” at the Social Security 
Offi ce, it would have been more 
appropriate to restore the uni-

versal subsidisation on the SC/
HSC exams fees.

The project of providing 
40, 000 public houses is an 
ambitious one.  However, it is 
not in symbiosis with the wor-
kers’ salary and the precarious 
economic model advocated.  
The proportion of salary clai-
med in the repayment process 
is outright/absolutely unrealis-
tic.  How will a worker earning 
Rs 4,000 per month live on Rs 
2,000 since s/he has to allocate 
20% - 30% of his/her income 
for housing.  Another matter 
to ponder upon is, will the pro-
ject of 40, 000 of public houses 
meet with the same fate of the 
previous housing projects, 
which were equally ambitious; 
which means housing projects 
that are never completed and 
are presented again and again 
in every consecutive budget.  
Will it take forty years to be ac-
complished, especially when we 
know that the allocated land for 
the project is still in the name 
of the Mauritius Sugar Planters 
Association?

Despite the announcement 
of certain social measures, the 
injustices lived by the working 
class and ordinary citizen under 
Sithanen have not been caught 
up.  Compensation for workers 
and pensioners is nothing com-
pared to the purchasing power 
lost under Sithanen.

Budget Debate : from the favourable       to the ideologically hostile   to the ideologically hostile
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China and the United 
States are on high 
alert after the artil-
lery battle between 

North and South Korea on 
Tuesday. For many, this is a 
reminiscence of the Cold War 
era, with China replacing the 
Soviet Union.

During the Korean War 
(1950-1953), both North and 
South Korea were sponsored by 
external powers. The world was 
then looking at Korea as the fi rst 
battleground of the Cold War. And 
after the defeat of Japan, which 
controlled Korea during World 
War II, Korean troops from the 
north surrendered to the Soviets 
while Koreans in the south would 
surrender to the United States. Fol-
lowing three years of war, the 1953 
armistice established a new border. 
Measuring 151 miles long and 2.5 
miles wide, the border which se-
parates North and South Korea, 
for more than a half century now, 
is considered as the most heavily 
fortifi ed border in the world. And 
today the tension is escalating again 
along this border…

The clash of this week is the 
most serious since the end of 
the Korean War. Relations were 
already strained by the recent re-
velation that North Korea has a 
new uranium enrichment facility. 
No one can really tell what happe-
ned this week because both nations 
are accusing each other of attacks. 
If the United States is fully bac-

king South Korea (portrayed as a 
victim), the North maintains that 
the South had fi red fi rst despite 
repeated warnings. North Korea 
is now threatening “more strikes 
if the South crosses the maritime 
border by even 0.001 millimetre”. 
Condemnation of the North came 
swiftly. The White House called on 
North Korea to end “its belligerent 
action.” The US administration is 
trying to build up diplomatic pres-
sure on North Korea by enlisting 
the help of China. 

China is adopting a leadership 
position and trying to stay above 
the North-South divide “China is 
fi rmly committed to maintaining 
the peace and stability of the Ko-
rean peninsula and opposes any 
provocative military acts,” Premier 
Wen Jiabao said. He called for a 

resumption of six-nation talks on 
dismantling North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons programmes. 

According to many analysts 
interviewed in the Western media, 
North Korea is taking “a more ag-
gressive posture, just as its leader, 
Kim Jong-il, prepares to hand over 
the reins to his son, Kim Jon-un.” 
The other popular view is that this 
is just Pyongyang is trying to get 
attention for itself “so it can extract 
more concessions from the West.” 
In this regard, it may seem obvious 
that the situation is placing enor-
mous pressure on China (conside-
red as the international mentor to 
North Korea) to exert its infl uence 
over the latter’s behaviour. Russia, 
too, can play a role, but it has to be 
shown the way. The only leverage 
on North Korea in the short and 
medium term is for Russia and 
China to fi nally recognize that a 
nuclear North Korea that is acting 
the way it is constitutes a threat to 
their own national interest. 

But for many Asian countries, 
including India and China, the 
current clashes in Korea sound 
more like a message than an act 
of war. North Korea desires aid 
as well as a peace treaty with the 
US. They also see a strategy: with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
il naming his son Kim Jong-un 
as his successor, this presents 
an opportunity for the two Ko-
reas to work on a permanent 
peace deal without the interfe-
rence of the major powers… 

NEARLY 25 percent of 
overweight and 16 percent of 
normal weight women of repro-
ductive-age misperceive their 
body weight, says a new study. 

The research from Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch 
suggests that this misperception 
affects women’s weight-related 
behaviours making many vulne-
rable to cardiovascular and other 
obesity-related diseases. 

The researchers also found 
that overweight women who per-

ceive themselves as normal weight 
were signifi cantly less likely to re-
port weight-related behaviours, 
such as dieting. 

“As obesity numbers climb, 
many women identify ove-
rweight as normal, not based on 
the scale but on how they view 
themselves,” said corresponding 
author Mahbubur Rahman, as-
sistant professor Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
Center for Interdisciplinary Re-
search in Women’s Health. 

Self-perception of body 
weight is the degree of concor-
dance between perceived and 
measured weight. 

The study analyzed more 
than 2,200 women 18-25 years 
old based on survey questions 
pertaining to sociodemographic 
variables, height, weight, weight 
perceptions and weight-related 
behaviors. 

Women with Body Mass In-
dex (BMI) below 25 were conside-
red normal weight and those with 
BMIs of 25 or more were consi-
dered overweight. Overall, 52 per 
cent of the study participants were 
considered overweight or obese. 

Weight-related behaviours 

assessed included using diet 
pills, powder or liquids, laxa-
tives or diuretics; induced vo-
miting; skipping meals; dieting/
eating less or differently; smo-
king more cigarettes; and not 
eating carbohydrates. 

A threat to the success A threat to the success 
of obesity prevention of obesity prevention 
programmesprogrammes

Respondents were also as-
ked about the number of days 
over the last week that they 
exercised for at least 30 minutes 
continuously. 

Overweight misperceivers 
had signifi cantly lower odds 
of participating in healthy or 
unhealthy weight-related beha-
viours. Normal weight misper-
ceivers were more than twice 
as likely to diet, skip meals and 
smoke more cigarettes; the res-
pective odds were nearly four 
and fi ve times higher with re-
gard to using diet pills, powder, 
liquids and diuretics. 

“Weight misperception is 
a threat to the success of obe-
sity prevention programs. Ove-

rweight individuals who do not 
recognize that they are ove-
rweight are far less likely to eat 
healthfully and exercise. These 
patients are at risk for cardio-
vascular disease, type 2 diabetes 
and other serious problems,” said 
lead author Abbey Berenson, of 
the Center for Interdisciplinary 
Research in Women’s Health. 

The researchers recommend 
that clinicians calculate patients’’ 
BMI at each visit as part of their 
vital signs, routinely screen for 
misperceptions of body weight 
and inquire about unhealthy 
weight-related behaviours so 
that they can counsel patients 
appropriately. 

“This is especially important 
for reproductive-age women be-
cause they are more likely to be 
obese than similarly aged men, 
often because they’ve had at 
least one child and have not lost 
pregnancy weight and fi nd that 
their schedules make it diffi cult 
to exercise and eat healthfully,” 
added Berenson. 

The study is published in the 
journal Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

©Times Of India

Towards a second Korean War?Towards a second Korean War?

Scene of destruction following the North Korean attacks on the South.

by Nad SIVARAMEN

Trying to 
attract atten-
tion in order 
to get more 
concessions 

from the west.

Most overweight women think they’re slimMost overweight women think they’re slim

Do we see what we want to see in 
the mirror?

[ I N T E R N A T I O N A  S C E N E 



Dear Editor,

I shall be most grateful if you could publish my 
answer to Mr Iqbal Ahmed Khan who quo-
ted my name several times in his REALITY 
CHECK of last Friday. 
Father J.M.Labour.

Show him a star, the foolish man looks at the 
fi nger. Surely Mr Iqbal Ahmed KHAN is 
not a fool. But his “REALITY CHECK” in 
L’Express Weekly of 19.11.10 tries to fool me 
out of the true question I’m raising :  Does the 
Mauritian government have a “droit de regard” 
on whatever project the Republic of China in-
tends to realize on the 500 arpents leased to 

him in the Jin Fei  deal ? Surely I took a ra-
ther exagerated  example ( the nuclear plant) 
to capture my audience but the heart of my 
point was  that the secrecy of the deal does 
not allow us to know the mutual commitments  
and rights of both parties in what we can call 
a mega deal !
Further more, it’s not fair to impute motives 
which one has not verifi ed. I’m not fetching on 
attention. I just want to use my position to pu-
blicise the problems of these planters, belonging 
to the great family of planters /builders of Mau-
ritius. They are indeed the fl ies who make the 
Mauritian horse go up the hill!

Father J.M.LABOUR
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A sedentary lifestyle is a known risk factor for 
the occurrence of cardiovascular diseases. 
To reverse this process, regular exercise is 
advisable. Exercise has multiple benefi ts 

on the heart and circulatory system. The benefi ts 
include improving cholesterol levels, specially the 
HDL fraction known as the good cholesterol, redu-
cing fat levels, helping lose weight and keeping our 
blood vessels open and fl exible. It is interesting to 
note that the heart rate of those persons who exer-
cise regularly is slow and the heart needs less effort 
to pump.

Studies have demonstrated that regular light 
exercise helps lower the incidence of heart disease 
by as much as 45%. How much should we exercise 
to produce heart benefi ts? The American Heart As-
sociation recommends a minimum of 30 minutes 
everyday. Light aerobic exercises practised on a re-
gular basis are particularly helpful.

Benefi cial changes in cholesterol and lipid levels, 
including the lowering of the “LDL”, the bad cho-
lesterol, occur when a low amount of moderate or 
high intensity exercises, such as walking or jogging, 
is performed. However, more intense exercise is nee-
ded to increase the level of good cholesterol (HDL).

People leading a sedentary lifestyle have a 35% 
greater risk of developing high blood pressure 
than athletes. Moderate exercise, such as yoga or 
Tai Chi, may help lower blood pressure. However 
patients with moderate to severe hypertension 
should control this condition with medication 
before starting any exercise routine. Persons with 
existing high blood pressure should discuss a pro-
gramme with their doctor before training. 

With regards to patients with heart failure, it has 
traditionally been accepted that they should refrain 
from doing exercise but nowadays exercising under 
medical supervision has proved to be benefi cial. Ex-
perts nevertheless warn that exercise is not appro-
priate for all heart failure patients.

Intense workouts may be hazardous for persons 
with cardiac risk factors. These sports activities in-
clude fast jogging, squash, tennis and heavy weight 
lifting among others. These tend to stress the heart, 
raise blood pressure for brief periods and cause 
spasms of the heart arteries. In addition, compe-
titive sports which couple intense physical activity 
with aggressive emotions are not advised as they can 
trigger heart attacks.

Patients with heart diseases must be evaluated 
before starting exercise safely and still it is diffi cult 
for the doctor to predict complications that might 
arise during exercise programmes. It is important 
that high-risk individuals be aware of the eventual 
complications that might occur when exercising. 

40 % of young victims who died suddenly of heart 
attacks during sports activities experienced symp-
toms they ignored. It is vital to listen to the warning 
signs of heart diseases. The warning signs can either 
be chest pain, shortness of breath, irregular heart 
beats or fainting. Medical advice should be sought 
in these cases.

Not only the heart will benefi t from exercise 
activities but our mind as well. Exercise produces 
endorphins which help us feel more peaceful and 
happy. It is a boost for mild depression and low self-
esteem and can help for a sounder sleep. As goes the 
saying, corpo sano, mente sana.

Exercising 
for the heart

WIN comments on Budget 2011WIN comments on Budget 2011

W
omen In omen In 
N e t wo r k i n g N e t wo r k i n g 
notes that the 
Budget 2011 

continues to place emphasis on 
poverty alleviation, with speci-
fi c funds dedicated to housing 
and retraining. As women and 
children in any country make 
up the vast majority of the poor 
and underprivileged, we are ve-
ry pleased to see the continuing 
emphasis on poverty alleviation 
under the NEF and CSR Fund, 
and particularly the emphasis on 
housing and retraining where 
women mainly bear the brunt. 

We welcome the increase in 
taxes on alcohol and cigarettes 
- alcohol is one of the main 
sources of violence and we have 
noted that an alarming number 
of young women are taking up 
smoking. We hope these mea-
sures will help.

In the same way, we wel-
come the increases in license fees 
and the restrictions on gaming 
houses and the sale of alcohol- 
but we would have liked to see 
these extra taxes being used to 
better educate the population 
on these two issues

We welcome the building of 
a women’s hospital - with the in-
crease in such diseases as breast 
cancer, cancer of the uterus, and 

osteoporosis, we need to encou-
rage more women to take early 
health checks

However, WIN has some 
concerns:

-How the CSR funds will 
be managed and we urge those 
responsible to ensure the utmost 
transparency,accountability and 
effi ciency. We need to know how 
these funds are going to be used 
and managed.

-We are also concerned that 
all those genuine associations 
and NGOS who are currently 
supported by CSR funds will 
fi nd it more and more diffi cult 
to sustain their operations as 
the funding is effectively re-
duced by half. For example, 
old people, the handicapped, 
the mentally ill and battered 

women may not live in extreme 
poverty, but they do live on the 
margins of our society and many 
of the NGOS supporting such 
groups may now fi nd it even 
harder to obtain funding.

-The Budget does not men-
tion the fi ght against drugs, one 
of the major causes of crime in 
the country. This is very trou-
bling. The present government 
needs to state clearly its strategy 
in the fi ght against drugs. 

-WIN is also concerned that 
the increase in petrol, diesel and 
gas, as well as the VAT rating of 
certain basic food stuffs such as 
oil, fl our, margarine, milk pro-
ducts and live chickens, will lead 
to increases for the housewife. 

-The Budget fails to mention 
the light railway project, which 
would have been a safe, effi cient 
alternative to public transport. 

-The decision to merge the 
CWA, the Water Authority and 
the Irrigation Authority at a 
time when we are told that we 
are running out of water. Is this 
the right time to be undertaking 
this merger when the CWA real-
ly needs to focus on the critical 
water situation?

-WIN would have liked to 
see a bigger increase in pensions 
for seniors. 

WIN

The budget 2011 being presented by the minister of Finance at the National Assembly.

By Dr. Cassam HINGUN

Corpo sano, mente sana ]

“The present 
government 

needs to state 
clearly its 

strategy in the 
fi ght against 

drugs.” 
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Zako inn gayn banann – he’s/she’s chuffed 
The perfect retort to those insufferably overeager people who whip themselves into a frenzy for the most banal reasons. Zako inn gayn banann, 
which literally means “the monkey has found a banana”, is the sort of expression of which Kreol speakers are rightly proud for it perfectly en-
capsulates the playfulness of this most living of languages. Oops, it seems like we’ve found one too.

NR 
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The ground-breaking 
author, Peter Abrahams.

Written in 1946, 
Mine Boy was 
the fi rst novel by 
African writer 

Peter Abrahams. It deals with the 
familiar Wordsworthian theme of 
urbanization and its effect upon 
consciousness.  Set in Johannes-
burg in the 1940s, Mine boy is 
the story of Xuma, a young black 
man from the country who ar-
rives in the township of Malay 
Town looking for work in a mine. 
What confronts him is a slum po-
pulated by blacks, coloureds and 
Indian South Africans. 

He fi nds in this complex 
tableau, a community. Xuma 
is taken in by Leah, who runs 
an illicit alcohol business. The 
House is shared by an old wo-
man Ma Plank, a drunken old 
man, Daddy, and two younger 
men, Joseph and Dladla, Leah’s 
lover. Later, Xuma meets Eliza, 
Leah’s niece, with whom he falls 
in love, and Maisy, her friend. 
This community becomes Xu-
ma’s family.

The narrative proceeds from 
Xuma’s fi rst encounters with the 
harsh realities of underprivileged 
existence. On his second day he 
is assaulted by a policeman. Not 
knowing quite how to react he 
fi ghts back and fl ees. Through 

Johannes, a friend of Leah’s, 
he manages to secure a job in 
a goldmine as a boss boy for 
an  Irishman Paddy O’Shea in 
charge of a small group of other 
black workers.  Initially Xuma 
is hostile to his new supervisor, 
and regards his friendly over-
tures with suspicion. 

Characters more 
than stereotypes

Despite becoming disillusio-
ned with the monotony of the job 
and the grueling labor, through 
hard work, Zuma manages to win 
the trust of Paddy and his fellow 
workers. The indifference soon 
turns into horror, as he experiences 
fi rsthand the appalling working 
conditions of the black workers and 
the tuberculosis that ravages them. 

Things come to a head when 
the mine collapses killing Jo-
hannes and his white supervisor. 
A riot breaks out amongst the 
black workers. Paddy, thus far the 
object of Xuma’s distrust, joins 
with the striking workers and is 
arrested. Xuma, who emerges as 
a leadership fi gure fl ees but later 
gives himself  up voluntarily. 

What sets this novel apart is 
that unlike other novels that claim 
to depict oppression under apar-

theid, such as Paton’s Cry, the 
Beloved Country which rest upon 
stereotypes of the gross, cowardly 
and concupiscent products of 
urban oppression; the perpetual 
victims of misfortune, the cha-
racters of Abraham’s narrative 
begin from these stereotypes but 
turn into so much more. Maisie, 
the domestic servant, develops 
in the course of the story from 
an unremarkable, though pretty, 
presence in the Leah’s entourage, 
into a source of folk wisdom and 
political support. 

Xuma’s own politicization re-
volves around the clash between 
ideas, most centrally, between 
the initially simple responses of 
Xuma, as a black man, to the 
economic exploitation and poli-
tical oppression of city life, and 
the ultimate complexity of his 
realization, that against the evi-
dence of his senses, he is involved 
in a struggle of all exploited hu-
man beings, regardless of colour, 
against their exploiters.

Symptomatic of the struggles, 
in some ways even ahead, of its 
time, it is little wonder that Abra-
ham’s Mine Boy has fi rmly ce-
mented its place in the canon of 
African literature. 

Iqbal Ahmed Khan

A struggle captured in a novel


