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Editorial ]

A
nti-Corruption Day, celebrated last week, triggered 
vigorous debate about the level of corruption in this 
country. If some indulged in self-satisfaction about 
Mauritius being ranked second in Africa, 80% of our 

online survey respondents expressed the view that even the mid-
dling score we received is undeservedly too good. Who can blame 
them: the only people who have ever been convicted are the petty 
corrupt. Not a single high profile case has been successfully pro-
secuted and two come to mind: the MCB/NPF and the Air Mau-
ritius cases. In both, there is prima facie evidence. And in both, 
supposedly bad health gets in the way of justice. 

The announcement by the Director of Public Prosecutions 
of the resumption of the case against Tirvengadum was received 
with welcome relief. Relief that maybe there is but one justice for 
all in this country. The single thing to retain about Raj Bunsgraz’s 
fly-by passage at Air Mauritius is the way he unwittingly, some 
would say serendipitously for the cause of justice, woke up sleeping 
dogs, albeit allegedly sick ones. He paid a heavy price for it. Tir-
vengadum’s miraculously sudden recovery from a progressively 
degenerative disease is a unique chance this country has of rever-
sing a perception which is rife that there exist double standards in 
the justice system of this country, one for the rich, powerful and 
famous, and another one for the common people. The former 
can afford to pay the hefty fees of an armada of celebrity lawyers 
to ensure that they are able to walk out (and in some famously 
theatrical cases, be pushed out on a stretcher) of the court room 
free, their alleged crimes unpunished, whilst the full force of the 
justice system is meted out to the latter for what is often petty 
corruption in comparison. All eyes, and hopes, are now therefore 
pinned on the medical profession and the judiciary. What they 
decide to do in the case against Tirvengadum might raise this 
country’s Corruption Index score closer to the enviable level of 
Singapore overnight. There is, therefore, a glimmer of hope.

We have no doubt that, in the interest of justice, the court re-
quires a very high standard of evidence to exempt suspects from 
attending trial. However, in high profile cases, perception is as im-
portant as reality and in this case, people may rightly or wrongly, 
have the perception that some private doctors may do anything 
for money and public service doctors take orders from their mi-
nistry and are answerable to the government of the day so they 
may not be really perceived as being independent.

To show total transparency and reassure the population that 
there is no jiggering, the DPP might decide to call on a panel of 
eminent foreign doctors, who can be trusted to act without fear 
or favour, to offer their expert judgment on Tirvengadum’s fitness 
to face trial. For the record, in the Kaya case, we had recourse to 
foreign expertise and the population felt all the better for it. 

In a country where the perception of corruption is so high and 
where we often have good reason to have faith in the integrity and 
competence of select foreigners, such a respected medical panel 
would send a strong signal to the nation that the powers that be 
really mean business in exposing and punishing acts of corrup-
tion, big or small, regardless of the standing of the perpetrators. 

Grand corruption: 
a glimmer of hope?
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Dinner and dancing with Dominique 
Barret

Dominique Barret,a well-known singer from Reunion Island 
will perform at a special dinner and dance event at Domaine 
Sam, Moka on Saturday 18th December at 8pm. The 
event will also involve two surprise guests. 
The rest of the evening will include a DJ 
with music until 2am. Tickets for adults 
will cost Rs.1500, while those for children 
under the age of 12 will cost Rs.1200. Ve-
getarian and non-vegetarian dishes will be 
available. Donations such as toys and other 
gifts for children will be collected du-
ring the event and will be distributed 
at “Foyer Namasté” for Christmas. 
Call Otayo on 466 9999 for more 
information. 

Noel sous les etoiles
A Christmas concert will be held at St 

Mary’s College on Sunday 19th De-
cember at 7pm. The event is being 
organised by Gerard Sullivan and 
this year, the proceeds will go to 
the “Association pour la Protec-
tion des Emprunteurs Abusés”, an 
organisation which supports those 

who are heavily indebted, and helps 
them fi nd a solution to their problem. 

The artists involved in the event include 
Gina Jean Charles, Thierry Bechard, Jean 
Michel Ringadoo, Veronique Zuel-Bun-
garoo, Linzy Bacbotte, Eva Dalais and 
the Choir of Notre Dame de Lourdes 

amongst others. Tickets cost Rs.100 
for adults and Rs.50 for children. 

Call Otayo on 466 9999 for reservations. 

Miniature Mauritius
Experience Mauritius like never before with the exhibition 

Maurice Dan Lamé, presented by Emmanuel Richon at the Blue 
Penny Museum until 1st February 2011. Discover the architectural 
beauty of the island through minia- ture models. You will learn 
about the history of these buil- dings, when they were 
built and why they are landmarks for Mauritius. From 26th 
to 30th December, the exhibition 
will include some very spe-
cial effects. The miniature 
buildings will be lit up, gi-
ving the illusion that they 
are really inhabited. On 
those days, the exhibition 
centre will stay open from 
7pm to 9.30pm.

Exhibition: 
Doors

Catch the exhibition entitled Doors from 18th to 30th Decem-
ber at Galerie Imaaya at Pointe aux Cannoniers. Krishna Luchoo-

mun’s inspiration is precisely the 
doors of old buildings, which he 
perceives as a means of artistic 
expression. About 15 doors are 
transformed into works of art, 
which symbolize an opening onto 
other cultures and horizons. You 
can see a door representing the 
colours of our fl ag, as well as a 
door which gives you the illusion 
of looking inside a home, with its 
curtains, and he even uses lyrics 
from songs by the group Doors.

l’express [  Friday 17 December 2010 • Insert N° 4 p. 42Q U I C K R E A D ]

Events ]The Week at a Glance]

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stephane BENOIT

The great tarry forward

T
he Equal Oppor-
tunities Act, that 
elusive chimera 
that can never 

quite be tamed, let alone 
found, has, it seems, slip-
ped through our fi ngers yet 
again. The gestation period 
of this particular gem of le-
gislation would have a cow 
elephant begging for a cae-
sarean section. 

Ever since the last de-
cade of the last millennium, 
the Equal Opportunities 
Act has served as an elec-
toral lightening rod. The 
general elections in 1991 
saw this demand put forth 
and it made a second ap-
pearance during the gene-
ral elections in 2000. We 
saw British experts come 
and go, counselling us on 
how to properly proceed. 
It seemed that 2005 was 
the year when the bill was 
to be passed in the Natio-
nal Assembly and would 
fi nally see the light of day, 
but it was not be. In 2006 
Rama Valayden –then at-
torney general and minis-
ter of Justice- looked set to 

fi nally storm the Bastille of 
inequity. Not yet. 2008 was 
the year of our glory when 
it fi nally passed. But it has 
not yet been gazetted and 
now we learn that it won’t 
be enforced until next year. 

Now let’s turn to our mu-
nicipal elections. The law on 
local government looks set for 
review. That means, as luck 
would have it, that our votes 
for counselors and local offi -
cialdom will have to be post-
poned as well. So elections 
that were supposed to take 
place this month will now take 
place on an auspicious day 
next year. What day that will 
be, your guess is as good as 
mine.  

Now to that great beacon of 
learning; the Open University 
of Mauritius. The Open Uni-
versity of Mauritius Act was 
passed in 2005. With a little 
post-election tinkering, a nice 
little facelift, now it seems that 
it’s just waiting to be gazetted.  
But progress does not depend 
upon the tender mercies of our 
parliamentarians alone. 

For linguistic militants, 
this week has brought nothing 

but bad news. The Academy 
Kreol Morisien, launched last 
October and entrusted with 
preparing pedagogical mate-
rials in and the standardiza-
tion of Kreol, now seems to 
be at the epicenter of a clash 
of the titans. On the 14th Dev 
Virahsawmy quit the aca-
demy citing the ‘authoritaria-
nism’ of its chairman Vinesh 
Hookoomsingh. If you were 
waiting for your Kreol text-
books, it looks like you’ll have 
to wait a little longer. 

For the fans of railways 
and all things Singapore, it 
was announced on the 14th 
that the Light Railway System 
has been fi nalized and will 
proceed…fi nally. There is a 
caveat, though. No developer 
has yet been located and no 
tenders have yet been adver-
tised. Don’t hold your breath 
while waiting to go whizzing 
all over our island. 

Donald Gardner’s ques-
tion seems apt for this week: 
“Do you know what happens 
when you give a procrastinator 
a good idea? Nothing!” 

Iqbal AHMED KHAN
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Looks like we’ll have to wait a while for this sight as municipal elections too have been postponed to a date as 
yet unannounced 

“…if we wait for the moment when everything, absolutely 
everything, is ready, we shall never begin,” Ivan Turge-
nev’s famous quote hints at the spirit that has dominated 
this week. 



T
he cultural scene in 
Mauritius is rather 
poor despite the 
multiculturalism and 

pluralism of the population. The 
musical entertainment we are 
served is mostly popular music 
with DJs coming from abroad 
and charging exorbitant prices.

In this context, the tradition 
set by The François Mitterrand 
(FM) Conservatoire to keep the 
country’s cultural life alive is 
highly laudable: each year, this 
institution organizes a concert 
targeting Mauritians with the 
aim of instilling some cultural 
life on the island. The show is 
grand, the music fantastic and 
the organization has always been 
impeccable. 

This year is no exception. 
The FM Conservatoire will be 
staging two concerts this wee-
kend at the Mahatma Gandhi 
auditorium for its annual “Songs 
for the Season”.

“This weekend will see the 
13th edition of Songs for the 
Season - Christmas and New 
Year songs. We have a diffe-
rent theme each year, inspired 
by traditional Christmas songs 
from different countries and 
cultures,” says Claudie Ricaud, 

Director of the FM conserva-
toire. “This year, it will be more 
jazzy, with songs from the gospel 
and negro-spiritual repertoire,” 
she promises. The concerts also 
target an English-speaking au-
dience. The two concerts, on 

Saturday 18 December at 7.30 
pm and Sunday 19 December 
at 3 pm, will consist mainly of 
English songs. Claudie Ricaud 
with her team, Sophie Némorin, 
Jean Paul-Desveaux, Christophe 
Montenot and Linzy Bacbotte 

as well as exceptional musi-
cians like Dario Ramdeal, Be-
lingo Faro, Jean Noël Ladouce, 
and the Conservatoire parade 
band ‘Les Golden Bats’ are 
waiting to give you the time of 
your life.

The ticket price has been 
kept low. Rs 50 for students 
and senior citizens and Rs 100 
for adults. So you have no rea-
son to miss it!

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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The loss of one more innocent life, another silent victim of child 
abuse… Little Dhristy Jeetoo, aged three, died this week, after 
being brutally beaten up by her stepfather, Yavinash Luchmun 
aged 27 (seen here). The little girl’s funeral took place at Plaine 
Magnien yesterday in the presence of shocked and angry rela-

tives. According to her biological father, Ramesh Jeetoo, Dhrishty 
had been showing signs of physical abuse for some time already 
but nothing was done and she remained in her mother’s custody. 
Yavinash Luchmun has been arrested by the police. Little conso-
lation for anyone! 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Let the choir and orchestra of the François Mitterand Conservatoire led by maestro Claudie Ricaud add to your enjoyment of the festive season.
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The purpose of the 
gathering, ostensibly, 
was the launching of 
Mauritius as an at-

tractive venue for international 
arbitration. What precisely, does 
this mean and what do we stand 
to gain from it?
 For those not versed in legal 
jargon, arbitration means quite 
simply that companies involved 
in cross border transactions put 
a clause in their contracts that 
mandates that in the case of a dis-
pute, the case will be taken before 
an arbitration tribunal instead of 
a court of law. The attractiveness 
of this option is self-evident. 
For one thing, companies can 
avoid airing their dirty laundry 
by keeping disputes away from 
the public gaze that inevitably 
accompanies dramatic court 
battles. Secondly, international 
companies can avoid getting 
bogged down by the peculiarities 
of national legislation, very often 
naming a neutral country as the 
place where the arbitration will 
take place.  A third sweetener is 
that the decisions of arbitration 
tribunals tend to be fi nal with 
very limited facilities for appeal. It 
may sound draconian but for li-

What is your evaluation of 
this International conference?

This is certainly an impres-
sive attempt by the stakeholders 
in Mauritius. It takes quite a lot to 
have such an effort of legislation 
and get it right. It is interesting in-
ternational work. There are many 
people who would like to enter this 
fi eld but do not have the necessary 
commitment. 

What signs of commit-
ment have you seen in Mau-
ritius? 

Every sign shows that. This 
is an unusually large conference. 
As members of the international 
arbitration community, when we 
come to places where internatio-
nal arbitration is relatively young, 
a conference of 50 people is consi-
dered quite satisfactory, and now 
what we have here is something 
like 400 people. That’s impressive.

Is it because of our com-
mitment or because we live in 
a beautiful island which eve-
ryone dreams of visiting?

It has nothing to do with the 
beauty of the island. Believe me. 
The stakes are very high. The in-
ternational commercial people and 
the economic arms of government 
and so forth are looking for reliable 
ways of resolving the disputes 
that arise and there’s a dearth of 
places that have a commitment 
to excellence and reliability. That’s 
something that Mauritius can pro-
mise. 

Apart from this commit-
ment, what else played in our 
advantage? 

The main thing is  reputation, 
commitment to the rule of law and 
absence of corruption. 

Absence of corruption? Do 
you seriously think corruption 
is absent in Mauritius? 

I’m from Sweden and cor-
ruption is not absent in Sweden. 
It’s something that needs to be 
watched very carefully. I think 
what we can see in the legal com-
munity in Mauritius is that there 
is a commitment to the rule of 
law and an aversion to things that 

don’t fi t in the rule of law and cor-
ruption is one of them. The pas-
sion for justice is so profound in 
human beings that I don’t know 
any country where people don’t 
think that their legal system is 
defective. But just let an outsider 
tell them that they have a bad le-
gal system and they want to fi ght 
him, because they are actually in a 
way proud of their country and its 
institutions but when they are tal-
king about it themselves it’s always 
incredible because everyone has a 
story about some injustice that was 
committed. This is true in Sweden 
which has a very high reputation 
in the corruption index and I’m 
sure it’s true even of Denmark as 
well, which is in the number one 
place. The international commu-
nity doesn’t demand that there are 
no problems. There’s no place wi-
thout problems. What the interna-
tional community wants to see is a 
place committed to avoiding them. 

This conference is the very 
fi rst step, isn’t it?

No, it’s not a fi rst step. The 
fi rst step was the establishment of 
a Permanent Court of Arbitration 
Centre (PCA) which was achie-
ved in April 99: for the fi rst time in 
its history, the PCA established a 
permanent base outside The Ha-
gue. That base is here in Mauritius. 
That’s already something that is a 
great feather in Mauritius’ cap. 
Another pillar of the project was 
the remarkable state-of-the-art Ar-
bitration Act adopted in Novem-
ber 2008. A third will be to launch 
a physical Centre for International 
Arbitration in cooperation with 
an existing leading institution, as 
mentioned by the PM. So today’s 
conference is by no means a fi rst 
step. It’s still the beginning of what 
could be a long journey which re-
quires patience.  The full harvest 
might be in 15 years. 

What do we stand to gain 
from this as a country? 

If the project succeeds (which 
we will perhaps know in a decade 
or so) the benefi t will not just be 
the substantial tangible expansion 

of service activity on the island, 
but the intangible benefi ts of brin-
ging Mauritian practitioners onto 
the cutting edge of international 
work.The statement is made very 
openly that we would like to pro-
mote services in this area. It’s good 
for everyone from the local hotels 
to the legal profession to the deve-
lopment of greater sophistication 
in terms of international transac-
tions simply because the game is 
being played here. 

It’s a case of planting a 
tree, but an expensive one. 

Yes, it takes resources. Like 
all things that have great value, 
it requires investment. Howe-
ver, the experience even of 
launching this, of interacting 
with the international commu-
nity, of fi nding out what they 
require, of realizing what your 
strengths and your weaknesses 
are in that interaction is instant-
ly valuable. 

What will it take for this 
project to succeed?

The arbitral process must be 
designed so as to ensure that it 
is free from all undue infl uence. 
This involves transparency in 
decision-making, notably in the 
appointment of arbitrators and in 
the minimal but necessary control 
of their work. The project will not 
succeed if it is perceived as one 
which is designed to advance the 
interests of Mauritian parties or 
professionals at the expense of 
foreigners -- but it is clear that 
the Mauritian stakeholders in this 
venture are sophisticated and un-
derstand this very well. You cannot 
have a credible international orga-
nisation dominated by nationals 
who look out for fellow nationals, 
or for a system dominated by en-
trenched offi cials susceptible to 
capture by special interests. The 
twin criteria for success, apart 
from the obvious requirement of 
able jurists and case managers, 
are inclusiveness and cosmopoli-
tanism.

Touria PRAYAG

Some 400 foreign and local 
legal experts gathered at 
Balaclava on December 
14th for the opening of the 
Mauritius International 
Arbitration Conference.

The Arbitrat
New territory for the legal professionNew territory fo

QUESTIONS TO Prof. Jan Paulsson
Chairman of the International Council for Commercial Arbitration

“The cutting edge of international work.”
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tigants, it means circumven-
ting lengthy legal jousts to 
resolve a dispute. 

Mauritius wants to po-
sition itself as one of the 
leading centres of interna-
tional arbitration. In other 
words, global companies 
involved in disputes may 
come to Mauritius to re-
solve their disagreements. 
Rajsoomer Lallah, reti-
red Chief Justice with an 
extensive background in 
international arbitration 
and one of the presenters 
at the conference, told the 
Weekly, “There are cur-
rently only six arbitration 
centres in the world. This 
facility is open not just 
for the offshore sector in 
Mauritius, but to anyone 
in the world.” 

Mauritius has a great 
many selling points to jus-
tify its ambition. For one 
thing “Mauritius has all 
the advantages in terms of 
connectivity with the rest of 
the world,” asserts Rajsoo-
mer Lallah. The ultimate 
aim is to make the country a 
reference point for compa-
nies doing business in Asia 
and Africa. A network of 
double tax treaties to make 
Mauritius attractive to fo-
reign investors as a conduit 
for their investments makes 
it a logical choice also for 
resolving their disputes. 
This is where the greatest 
perceived advantage of 
hosting an arbitration center 
lies. Speaking to the Weekly, 
Mahmood Cheeroo Secre-
tary General of the Mau-

ritius Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry claims, “A reputation as 
an international centre for arbitra-
tion will also buttress our position 
as a centre to do business.” The as-
sumption is that the reputation as an 
arbitration centre will be a prequel to 
increased foreign investment.

Some ground has already been 
covered. In 2008, the International 
Arbitration Act was passed, for-
malizing arbitration procedures in 
Mauritius, as well as allowing for 
a separate set of procedures for lo-
cal Mauritian companies. Lawyer 
and parliamentarian Reza Uteem 
told the Weekly, “We have signed 
a convention with the arbitration 
court at The Hague in Holland. 
The framework and infrastructure 
exist.” Cheeroo builds on that, “We 
have been working to promote this 
kind of arbitration for 15 years.” 
Uteem confi rms that “Already 
in international contracts, we are 
starting to see that they will refer to 
arbitration in Mauritius in case of a 
dispute. I know that there are many 
contracts drawn up in Madagascar 
that contain such a clause.” 

Quick decisions and 
confi dentiality

 However, one of the problems, ac-
cording to him, is that “it is much 
cheaper for a plaintiff to go to court 
than to go for arbitration. Although 
the court will take a longer time to 
get a judgment, a lot of people opt 
for it.” 

He has a point. A recent inter-
national study by the Corporate 
Counsel International Arbitration 
Group (CCIAG) found that 69% 
of respondents in the private sector 
globally strongly agreed that arbi-

tration was too expensive an alter-
native. 

“This is partly true,” Cheeroo 
admits, “but it depends upon the 
procedures of arbitration, the num-
ber of arbitrators and the complexity 
of the case. However, for private 
sector companies which want quick 
decisions and confi dentiality, it’s still 
a good option.”

Does Mauritius have the insti-
tutional wherewithal to emerge as a 
global arbitration centre? “We need 
a pool of competent and high profi le 
arbitrators,” Uteem insists. Lallah 
goes further, “In the beginning, it is 
plausible that few Mauritian lawyers 
will be involved in arbitration dis-
putes but at least it’s a start. I think 
that it’s high time that we started. 
This should have begun a long time 
ago.” Ram Seegobin of LALIT told 
us that he was “not sure whether our 
legal system has enough credibility” 
to undertake such a role. 

Lack of legal capabilities aside, 
those on both sides of the fence 
agree that not enough is known 
about this project. “It’s still vague. 
So far, we have only had a whiff,” 
Seegobin tells us. And Lallah 
admits,“There are many good fea-
tures but it is still a blank sheet of 
paper. Thought must be given to 
possible problems and issues that 
may arise.” 

According to Rajsoomer 
Lallah,“Every time something new 
begins, there is an inherent tendency 
and fear that because Mauritius is a 
small country, we will not be able to 
handle it.” 

I do not intend to fall into that 
category. All we can do is wait and 
see. 

Iqbal AHMED KHAN

tion Hub 
New territory for the legal professionor the legal profession

The unusually high number of 
participants at the conference 
bodes well for the future of the 
Administration Hub and for the 
country.
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First 
they came…

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

First they fi nd that the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) is too slow in re-
cruiting people, so they decide to seize 
some of its powers. Then they fi nd that 

the Procurement Board is not delivering on time 
so they decide they will scrap it and let the mi-
nisters do their own thing. Next, they don’t feel 
like holding municipal elections so they decide to 
postpone them. 

I wonder what they are going to do when they 
decide that they don’t like elections anymore. Will 
they abolish them?

And you? What will you do the day this happens?
I only ask because you did not say a word when 

they announced that they would do the PSC’s job. 
Note that you’re not alone in your apathy; the PSC 
Chairman and members have also bowed their 
heads and bent over backwards.

You did not even raise your eyebrows when you 
were told that ministries and departments would 
soon be allowed to grant contracts worth millions. 
Note also that the opposition, whose role is sup-
posedly that of a watchdog also lost its ability to 
speak when this was announced. 

You  remained unmoved when the law was 
amended to postpone municipal elections. Have 
you even wondered why the elections were being 
postponed? Do you buy the excuse that a “revolu-
tionary” law is in the pipeline? Does it not occur to 
you that the two options are not mutually exclu-
sive? Do you even care? 

A German Pastor, Martin Niemoller once said 
about the inactivity of German intellectuals fol-

f lowing the Nazi rise to power and the purging of 
their chosen targets, group after group, “They came 
fi rst for the Communists and I didn’t speak up be-
cause I wasn’t a communist. Then they came for 
the trade unionists and I didn’t speak up because 
I wasn’t a trade unionist. Then they came for the 
JJews and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew. 
Then they came for me and by that time there was 
no one left to speak up.”

f If one single individual going by the name of 
JJack Bizlall hadn’t opened his mouth and applied 
pressure on the DPP after former Air Mauritius 
CEO Raj Bungsraz inadvertently let out that he 
had met Harry Tirvengadum and that they had 
chatted, the Air Mauritius case would have stayed 
bburied. Instead now, there is a slight chance that 
jjustice might after all be done in this million-rupee 
scam that no one wants to own up to.

f That’s the difference that people can make if 
they care enough, if they’re involved enough. 

You enjoy rights today because others before you 
have fought for them. All sorts of fail-safes have 
bbeen devised to ensure that the system of govern-
ment we have chosen for ourselves, works. And it 
can only work if principles and rules are respected. 
We cannot simply change the rules of the game sim-
ply because we don’t like them anymore.  And we 
cannot leave it to politicians to decide what’s good 
for us and for the country. 

But please yourself if you cannot be bothered 
to react; know however that your children will not 
thank you for having allowed their liberties to be 
stolen.   
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■ You have recently presented 
your agenda for this year and you 
highlighted food security, socio-
economic challenges and the envi-
ronment as your priorities. Why the 
environment? 

Because we have lost a lot of our trees 
through deforestation and this has af-
fected rainfall. We also have many areas 
which are totally naked, which have got 
no trees, no greenery and this is robbing 
Mauritius is its natural beauty. What at-
tracts tourists here is the beauty of the 
island. So, we want to retrieve that lost vir-
tue and give back to Mauritius that green 
cover and fl owery appearance. 

■ Another one of your concerns 
seems to be food security. What are 
your worries?

Well, there have been so many cases 
of food poisoning which have to do 
with the unhygienic conditions in which 
food is sold to unsuspecting members 
of the public or to school children. If we 
are not careful on the preventive side, 
upstream, we are going to pay the price 
downstream. In other words, having to 
cure people who have already contracted 
various infections. 

■ Does health improvement not 
depend upon the consumer? We 
don’t care where we eat, we don't 
care in what conditions the food is 
served to us.

Yes,  adult education is a big issue 
which we have not touched upon. But it 
is an issue we will have to tackle one day. 
Our main focus at the level of the NESC 
is to really deepen the democratic process 

through dialogue to reach consensus on 
major national issues. 

■ Is tourism considered a major 
national issue for the NESC?

Yes, it is. For example, in 2008, we 
invited the tourist sector to accompany 
us on a trip to China and sell Mauritius 
while we talked to people at the highest 
level. They declined because they were 
concentrating on Europe and Australia. 
The whole population of Australia is less 
than 25 million, whereas in China there 
are over 40 million tourists.

■ Is it not legitimate for the tou-
rist sector to concentrate its efforts 
on the high spending tourists? 

That is not true. You have to look at 
various surveys which have been conduc-
ted. The Indian and Chinese tourists are 
affl uent people; we are not talking about 
backpack tourism. The Indians that come 
here spend in dollars. The Chinese are 
amongst the biggest spenders. The In-
dians and Chinese spend more than the 
Europeans. The Europeans come on pac-
kages. One part of the package goes to the 
tour organizer, one part goes to the car-
rier and one part goes to the hotels. So if 
already the package is fairly moderate, the 
hotels only get one third at most. There 
are not many tour organizers in India and 
China. They come here on their own and 
spend their own money. 

■ Why do you think the hotel in-
dustry is not keen on encouraging 
Asian tourists if they are that pro-
fi table?

There are many things which are 
diffi cult to understand about the hotel 

operators. It is diffi cult to understand, for 
example, why Mauritians are themselves 
denied access to our hotels. 

■ All Mauritians are denied 
entry? 

Oh yes. If you go to a hotel they deny 
you entry or ask you why you want to go 
in. Why do people want to go into a hotel? 
Why do they treat Mauritian citizens like 
that? 

■ Are you saying that the hotels 
should be open to every Tom Dick 
and Harry to go and swim in their 
swimming pools and lie down on 
their grass without paying anything?

If you go to the Taj Mahal Hotel in 
Mumbai, you enter and use the res-
trooms and there is someone who will 
tender a towel to you. Nobody asks you 
why you want to go there. And we are 
talking about 5 and 6 star hotels. Here, 
what we have is an unoffi cial apartheid, 
which is practiced against Mauritians. If 
you are with visitors from overseas, you 
feel so humiliated in your own country!

■ But you do appreciate that 
there are people who might go into 
these hotels just to use the facilities 
and not spend a penny.

If you see someone taking out his 
sandwich on the grass, you are perfectly 
entitled to throw him out. That’s what se-
curity is there for. But denying access to 
educated, decent Mauritians just because 
they are Mauritians is absurd.

■ You are also fl agging social 
issues. Which ones are top of your 
priority list? 

In today’s newspaper, there is a report 

about a boy of 14 who has sodomised 
a girl of four. We should be concerned. 
And the media is encouraging this by 
conferring acceptance on homosexuality 
and making it appear as something natu-
ral. I have nothing against homosexuals 
or lesbians, but the problem arises when 
you try to put it forward as if it is normal 
practice.

■ Isn’t it normal to have a diffe-
rent sexual orientation?

For me it is totally unnatural. It is 
condemned by all religions. In all reli-
gions homosexuality is regarded as im-
moral and a grave departure from nature. 

■ It won’t be easy for us to agree 
on this. What other social challenges 
is your council interested in?

Violence at school, gambling, drug 
addiction, teenage pregnancies, alcoho-
lism general moral laxity. 

■ You mean that we are not strict 
enough any more with our children? 

I don’t think we are. Generally 
speaking, people tend to be slack regar-
ding their children. 

■ Why do you think that is? 
Partly because in most cases, both 

husband and wife work and, as a result, 
when they come back home, they are 
stressed and tired and they have to aspire 
to some rest. So, the time that is available 
for their children is limited. So, children 
are left to their little whims with no real 
mentoring. 

■ You are not suggesting that we 
should all go back home and look af-
ter our children, are you?

No, but I think there are other ways 

with Mohamad Vayid - President of the National Economic and Social Council 
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of going about this. We are in the age of 
obsolescence. Marriage is obsolescent, 
love is obsolescent, and so are newspa-
pers, schools, family loyalty, attachment 
to our employees, ethics, etc. 

■ Surely not in Mauritius, is it? 
Don’t be fooled by your perceptions. 

Lots of people for example do not want 
to get married. They want to live in par-
tnership. 

■ Are you saying that people 
should be legally married before they 
live together? 

Well I should think so. Maybe I am old 
fashioned, but I think that marriage gives 
a shape and direction to a relationship. It 
imposes duties and obligations.

■ Isn’t commitment enough? 
 Marriage defi nes responsibilities and 

parameters of conduct, and these are the 
things that are totally missing in a loose 
partnership. 

■ Well you can have a committed 
relationship without it being legal, 
can’t you? 

If you have a sincere commitment, you 
should have no problem making it legal be-
cause it confi rms that commitment in front 
of the community. 

■ Yes, but if I am committed to 
somebody, I don’t need to confi rm 
that to the whole community, do I? 

Yes, but people change. Such a vague 
commitment will not be the same tomor-
row, or in 5 years time. You do not know 
what your ideas, what your attitudes will be 
when you are in a loose relationship, which 
can be disorientating for some people. 

■ Is education one of the social 
challenges you will be dealing with?

In education, we are chasing red her-
rings. We have spent a lot of time over 
the Creole issue, and that is a matter that 
should be left alone or to teachers. We 
are all proud of the Creole language. We 
all consider it to be our heritage. We all 
speak it at some time or another. And we 
all know that Creole is used very often 
where it is pertinent. However, this talk 
about the introduction of the Creole 
language as a medium of instruction 
is based on a wrong diagnosis of a so-
cio- cultural problem. The protagonists 
never thought to ask the teachers on the 
ground, when, why and in what context 
they use Creole. They will fi nd, to their 
horror, that most teachers use Creole 
already at all levels of schooling.

■ But what they are asking for is 
for it to become the medium of ins-
truction. 

But making it the medium of instruc-
tion would raise more problems than it 
solved.  You need an alphabet, an ortho-
graphy, a grammar, phonetics, a litera-
ture.

Yes, that is what some Mauritian 
linguists are working on. 

 What a colossal waste of time, energy 
and resources! It’s like trying to reinvent 
the wheel. Creole is 80% French. We are 
going to imprison children in a linguistic 
ghetto because they will not be able to 
use that language anywhere else in the 
world

■ Research has shown that it is to 
their advantage in the initial stages.

These are speculations and there are 
a number of  sorcerers' apprentices who 
tend to think they are scientists. They are 
not; they are pseudo- social engineers 
with an obsession.

■ At your conference last 
Wednesday, you also talked about the 

perception of corruption. 
We talked about a wide variety of 

social concerns, including the extent of 
corruption. We have been approached by 
many stakeholders to look into this issue 
and we certainly will. 

■ You must have shocked many 
when you said loud and clear what 
others whisper. 

Probably. But we were cheered by the 
fact that there has been a favourable reac-
tion to the exposure of this particular stig-
ma of Mauritius and people have shown 
great empathy with the NESC stand.

■ But in some quarters, we are 
congratulating ourselves for being 
second in Africa.

It is so easy to fl atter ourselves that we 
are the number two in Africa. But why 
compare ourselves to Africa or even to 
Europe. We should compare ourselves 
with absolute criteria, absolute standards 
of honesty and integrity and today we talk 
about three things more than anything 
else. We talk about transparency, accoun-
tability and good governance.

■ And how do you rate us there?
Concerning transparency, we are on 

the brink. As for accountability, there is 
a general reluctance to explain wastage, 
ineffi ciency or to account for one’s failure 
or decision. As far as good governance is 
concerned, we are happy to pay lip ser-
vice to it. And we comfort ourselves that 
we are on the right track but the fact is 
that our democracy is deeply fl awed.

■ Why do you say that?
Government has a pervasive infl uence 

all over the place. We live in an autocracy. 
Everything is centralised at the level of the 
Prime Minister’s Offi ce (PMO). Nobody 
takes any decision except with the bles-
sings of the PMO. Even the civil servants 
are in danger of becoming errand boys.

■ And why is that?
Because everybody is reluctant 

to make a decision until he or she  has 
cleared it with the PMO. And therefore 
everything gets delayed. 

■ Is that because nobody wants to 
take the decisions or because people 
are worried that their decisions 
might not be approved of?

It’s a bit of both. We have a huge lea-
dership vacuum. The only leader in the 
country is the Prime minister. The Prime 
minister is therefore in a unique position 
to effect change and to take this country 
forward. He alone can do it and he has a 
unique opportunity in history to be able 
to turn Mauritius into a forward-looking 
country, with a brilliant future.

■ Will he do it?
That you have to ask him.
■ In your opinion…
I think there is hope and there is no 

alternative to Navin Ramgoolam as mat-
ters stand. There is no other option. He 
is at a junction of history where he is the 
only lever of change. Bérenger cannot 
change this country nor can the Presi-
dent of the Republic. So the only man 
who can change this country is Navin 
Ramgoolam. 

■ Why do you say that Bérenger 
cannot save this country?

Bérenger has been shifting 
his ground too many times and 
he has not played his cards right. 
He was regarded as an able and 
an intelligent politician but he is getting 
on and he has lost a lot of his shine. He is 
a bit ‘passé’ now and today his ambition is 
just to jump on the gravy train by making 

.an alliance with the Labour Party at the 
expense of the MSM and to be part of the 
government. 

■ What if his ambition materia-
lised? 

Well, one scenario could be that Bé-
renger manages to get rid of the MSM 
and joins up with the Prime Minister. 
They would overhaul the constitution 
and redefi ne the duties of the President. 
Navin Ramgoolam goes to Reduit as an 
Executive President and Bérenger comes 
in as Prime minister. The country’s large 
majority follows

■ Is that a desirable scenario?
You know in politics, it is not what is 

desirable or not. It is what is possible and 
pragmatic.

■ What other possible scenarios 
are there?

Another scenario which would be a 
very sad one for this country is that Navin 
is so fed up with the poor performance of 
many of his ministers, all parties of the cur-
rent government combined, that when the 
next election comes, he packs up and goes 
to England and lives there for the rest of his 
life. That would lead to a collective mud 
bath for all the politicians there to fi ght for 
a piece of the action. That would be most 
unfortunate. But the current situation is ob-
viously not sustainable.

■ By the current situation, do you 
mean the performance of the minis-
ters?

Yes. They have shown already, although 
they are less than a year in the job, that they 
are not high level performers. In many 
countries, for example, in India, ‘India To-
day’ carries out a performance appraisal of 
ministers and gives them marks according 
to their achievements.

■ Would you trust us with such a 
responsibility?

No, I wouldn’t trust any newspaper in 
Mauritius with such an exercise. But I think 
that if a newspaper were to outsource this 
particular task and appoint a few senior 
Mauritians who are known to be above 
party politics to produce an assessment of 
their perceptions of the performance of mi-
nisters, the country might benefi t from that. 

■ If you were consulted in a si-
milar exercise, how many ministers 
would you give a pass mark to?

I’ll just say a minority.
■ From which party?
(Silence) I’ll not say. 
■ Ok. Some political observers 

are talking about this alliance not 
being able to work together. Is that 
also your perception?

If we believed that, we would not have 
the government accepting that Mr. Muni 
Reddy comes back to the State Bank. 

■ Do you think his coming back 
is good news for the country?

No! I would fully support your last 
Friday's editorial. Everything that had 
to be said was said and it was said cor-
rectly in that editorial. There is no legiti-
mate reason why an institution which is 
functioning properly and already has an 
Indian at its head should call upon Mr 
Reddy to chair it.

■ Some people are saying that 
one junior partner is trying to im-
pose such conditions.

I think no one can impose anything 
on Navin Ramgoolam. At worst, he may 
give people enough  rope to hang them-
selves! 

Touria PRAYAG
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The hangover  

A
s anyone will tell you, it’s never pleasant 
having to wake up with a hangover. A Bel-
gian wise beyond his years once likened the 
worst cases to having “a dead bird in your 

mouth”. With its succession of crises and natural di-
sasters, 2010 has been like one long hangover where 
every glimmer of hope was created for the express 
purpose of being dashed on the rocks of cynicism and 
greed. These are benighted times we live in and I feel 
genuinely sorry for the younger generations who will 
have to cope with systemic joblessness, as well as the 
habitual banshees that are poverty, crime, drugs, 
HIV/AIDS and climate change. 

Indeed, everything that our enlightened forebears 
fought for in earnest - the Welfare State, equality 
and human rights - are being undermined by occult 
forces. That’s why we have to seek out the kernels of 
kindness that are struggling to survive in this climate 
of fear and deprivation, cherish and nurture them. 
Happily, these people exist. They are the ones who 
look selfl essly after orphans, junkies, the handicapped 
and victims of violence and marginalisation, expec-
ting nothing in return other than giving their wards 
a little solace, succour and, ideally, a sliver of hope. 

The political class, on the other hand, is rotten to 
its very core. Time and time again, our elected offi -
cials have shown us that they have neither the will nor 
the competence to bring the country forward in these 
challenging times. Their list of priorities is as follows: 
Number One (themselves), their friends, family and 
agents, their party, etc. The people who voted for 
them? Really not important. Not for four years, at 
least. In a documentary on Swedish TV, an employee 
of Wikileaks said: “Democracy without transparency 
isn’t democracy, it’s an empty word”. 

By that yardstick, Mauritius – whisper it - cer-
tainly isn’t a democracy. But who cares? A shopping 
centre is being built near you. Brilliant! Perhaps we 
should try to stop thinking of government and the 
opposition as two separate things in 2011.  Every 
single one of the mainstream parties in Mauritius 
was created at a certain point of time, by a certain 
group of people who truly believed in fi ghting for a 
certain cause. As you can see by the bloated and shiny 
career politicians that now fi ll their ranks, they have 
all outlived their usefulness. Yet, thanks to us, they 
retain a stranglehold on power. 

That’s why the time has fi nally come to come up 
with creative solutions to our problems. Each and 
every one of us can be an agent of change if we so 
choose. And, as Wikileaks has shown us, the free fl ow 
of information is vital to a more open and equitable 
society. It is not however an end in itself. Informa-
tion must be used to hold our decision-makers ac-
countable for their actions, to make them either step 
up to the challenges of the day or step down. If we 
fail to do so we will be condemning thousands of our 
countrymen to becoming what the economist Guy 
Standing called the Precariat, the growing number of 
people who, despite having jobs, can no longer make 
ends meet. They are consumers yet there are fi nan-
cially enslaved. 

Anyone who’s had enough of them will tell you 
that the best cure for hangovers is to not drink. If 
we want the coming year to be better than this one, 
perhaps we should think of what made 2010 so ut-
terly dispiriting and strive to do things differently in 
future. There’s no other way really. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

A
s a New Year resolu-
tion, Mauritius could 
do far worse than to 
make the decisions 

needed to inject a bit of ethanol 
into our petrol tanks. Indeed, al-
though talk of using this locally 
produced biofuel has been on 
the cards for more than three 
decades, the country continues 
to export the totality of this 
green bounty rather than using 
it as a way of reducing our rui-
nous dependency on imported 
fossil fuels. Yet, new information 
and, in particular, a provisional 
report submitted by two French 
consultants last August seem 
to indicate that the authorities 
have fi nally decided to take the 
bit between their teeth. One of 
the document’s authors, Jean-
Yves Dupré of the French mi-
nistry of Agriculture, recently 
made some of its fi ndings pu-
blic at the workshop on Mau-
rice: Ile durable (MID). 

The report, which was 
commissioned by the ‘Agence 
Française de Développement’ 
(AFD), is a veritable eye-ope-
ner with regards to the local 
use of ethanol. Not only does 
it address the different pos-
sibilities available (the use of 
5% or 10% ethanol across the 
board or 85% in Flexible Fuel 
vehicles), but it also proposes 
fi scal measures to make the use 

of this biofuel fi nancially viable. 
One of the most salient points 
to emerge from Jean-Yves Du-
pré’s presentation is that there is 
absolutely no technical obstacle 
to the introduction of E5 (5% 
ethanol) into our petrol supply. 
And that’s just the beginning. 
Indeed, if the use of E5 pro-
vides a good starting point for 
the introduction of ethanol into 
the energy mix, it is not an end 
in itself. Many countries, such 
as France, are gradually moving 
towards E10.  

Field trials conducted in 
Mauritius by the French oil 
company Total in 2006 showed 
“no critical diffi culty” in the 
use of E10 in four-stroke en-
gines (cars), whereas the tests 
conducted on two-stroke en-
gines (motorcycles and mo-
torboats) were inconclusive.  
Given that we consumed 109 
000 tonnes, or 145 000m³, of 
petrol in 2008, the introduction 
of E5 will represent 7 250m³ 
of ethanol, whereas the use of 
E10 will amount to 14 500m³ of 
the biofuel. Given the country’s 
extreme vulnerability to volatile 
petrol prices, even the smallest 
reductions in fossil fuels im-
ports seem desirable. 

How close are we to such 
an outcome? Well, Omnicane, 
which has been in talks with 
Alcodis to purchase the com-

pany’s equipment, proposes 
to produce 22 500m³ of etha-
nol yearly. Its plan consists of 
erecting its ethanol operations 
next to its sugar refi nery and 
power plant so as to use the 
heat generated by the latter to 
distillate the biofuel (remove 
the non-ethanol particles from 
the mix). Side-products of this 
process include CO2, which 
can be used in the manufac-
ture of soft drinks, etc. and 75 
000m³ of liquid CMS fertilizer. 
Interestingly, planters will have 
a 30 to 35% stake in the future 
distillery. 

That’s not all though. For 
the ethanol to be used locally, it 
will have to be dehydrated. Gi-
ven that the dehydration plant 
will cost around Rs500 million, 
the sugar and energy conglo-
merate needs the authorities to 
commit to a deal before going 
any further. It is apparently in 
negotiations with government 
and, if everything goes well, 
could well begin producing 
ethanol towards the latter part 
of 2011. Jean-Yves Dupré is of 
the opinion that the technical 
constraints of using ethanol, 
such as water miscibility and 
overconsumption, are minor. 

The fi nancial aspect of the 
introduction of ethanol is slight-
ly more complicated. According 
to the consultants, government 

Ethanol is the stuff of legend in Mau-
ritius – oft-evoked yet seen only fl ee-
tingly. A recent presentation on an 
infl uential report gives reason to be-
lieve that the legend may come to life 
in the not too distant future. 

BiofuelsBiofuels
The essence The essence of ethanol 
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has three options at its disposal: 
tax cuts, an “obligation” system 
or a combination of the two. 
The fi rst one would serve to 
help make ethanol more com-
petitive vis-à-vis fossil fuels, 
whereas the second one would 
place the onus on petrol com-
panies to purchase a certain 
quantum of biofuels every year. 
Those that fail to do so would 
incur a heavy tax. Naturally, the 
petrol companies would pass 
this extra cost on to the consu-
mer. It’s also worth noting that 
biofuels, like most renewable 
energies, are becoming more 
affordable all the time.

“When bioethanol was fi rst 
introduced in France in the 
1990s, it was three times more 
expensive than fossil fuels. Now 
it’s only 50% more costly. In 
Mauritius, the price difference 
between ethanol and petrol is 
even smaller,” Jean-Yves Du-
pré noted.  Several European 
countries that have success-
fully introduced ethanol got the 
ball rolling with tax cuts before 
shifting to an obligation system. 
France, on the other hand, uses 
both incentives simultaneously.

Government, which can 
hardly boast of having a stellar 
record when it comes to nego-
tiating with the sugar industry, 
is proceeding with caution. 
“We’re talking about a long-

term contract at national level, 
which means that a whole raft 
of issues will have to be ad-
dressed. How will small planters 
benefi t? What will the impact on 
consumers be? What will the 
involvement of the State Tra-
ding Corporation (STC) be?” 
explains Khalil Elahee, lecturer 
at the University of Mauritius’ 
Faculty of Engineering. He be-
lieves, however, that “a climate 
of trust” is gradually being built 
by the concerned parties. 

For the sake of the presen-
tation, the consultant calculated 
the price of one litre of ethanol 
at Rs3 higher than that of one 
litre of petrol. Thus, 7 250 m³ of 
E5 would come to Rs21 million. 
If government opts for cuts, 
then obviously the introduction 
of this biofuel would have no 
bearing on the consumer. If, on 
the other hand, it chooses the 
obligation system, Mauritians 
will have to pay an additional 
Rs0.15 for a litre of petrol. Gi-
ven that we’re already fi nancing 
the STC’s hedging debacle (as 
well as a Rs0.30 MID levy/litre) 
every time we go to a petrol sta-
tion, it’s arguable that the onus 
should be on government to 
foot the bill initially.  

According to the Outline 
Energy Policy 2007-2025, 
however, such an outcome 
looks rather unlikely. “The po-

licy of government on biofuels 
is that in the current macro-
economic reform context whe-
reby subsidies on a variety of 
items are being retargeted or 
removed, any direct subsidy on 
production or use of ethanol 
would not be warranted except 
in an environmental context. 
Biofuels would therefore have 
to compete with other fuels on a 
level playing-fi eld, with a mini-
mum of price incentives. Their 
success would depend wholly 
on their quality, acceptance by 
consumers and their competi-
tiveness.”

Such arch-economic 
realism is at sixes and sevens 
with one of the main objectives 
of the National Energy Policy, 
which is to “allow optimal use 
of local and renewable energy 
sources by ensuring that any 
alternative energy projects 
(e.g. ethanol) are evaluated on 
the basis of providing benefi ts 
to consumers.” If government 
were to subsidize E5, the inte-
rests of the consumers which 
the policy document feigns 
to care about, would be safe. 
Fortunately, there’s always the 
“environmental context” to fall 
back onto. The introduction 
of E5, for instance, would re-
duce the country’s CO2 emis-
sions by a respectable 15 000 
tonnes. Surely that makes sense 

for a Small Island Developing 
State at the forefront of climate 
change and one that aspires to 
becoming sustainable to boot. 

Interestingly, Jeathe consul-
tants believe that petrol pumps 
selling E5 or E10 should not 
advertise the fact as consumers 
inevitably wonder about how 
the biofuel will impact on the 
engines of their vehicles and 
thus opt, more often than not, 
for normal petrol. “It’s desi-
rable to incorporate ethanol into 
normal petrol without actually 
mentioning it,” they posit. Ap-
parently, this is in line with what 
is being done in Europe.  

Jean-Yves Dupré concluded 
his presentation by saying 
that the local use of ethanol 
is viable, starting with E5 and 
moving gradually towards E10 
after the appropriate tests have 
been conducted. As he rightly 
mentioned, such a move makes 
sense for many reasons, not 
least in the context of the Mul-
ti-Annual Adaptation Strategy 
(MAAS) which aims to give 
added value to sugarcane. The 
authorities also seem rather 
open to the possibility. This is 
vital if we’re to avoid simply 
talking about rather than using 
ethanol during the next few de-
cades. 

Nicholas RAINER 
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Alcodis closed in 2008 due 
to “technical problems”. 
Omnicane wants to buy the 
company’s equipment and 
give ethanol a new lease 
of life. 
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T
his year’s results for 
the Certifi cate of 
Primary Education 
(CPE) brought no 

surprises. There was hardly 
any improvement in the pass 
rate in comparison to 2009. 
Although the results always 
attract criticism and concern 
when they are released, the 
situation inevitably repeats it-
self the following year. Over 
the past fi ve years, from 2005 
to 2010, the pass rate for Mau-
ritius and Rodrigues combined 
has only increased from 64.90% 
to 68.54%. The main cause for 
concern is of course that 30% 
of the country’s children are still 
being shortchanged.

“Even if the pass rate 
reached 75% in the near future, 
we would still be failing one 
quarter of our children, and in 
the process our talents and hu-
man resources,” says Surendra 
Bissoondoyal, former director 
of the Mauritius Examinations 
Syndicate. Alain Doolub, in 
charge of the Roman Catholic 
Education Authority (RCEA), 
agrees. He is worried that the 
children who fail are not getting 
the basic literacy and numeracy 
skills that they need at that age. 

The causes of failure be-
gin at pre-primary school, says 
Suttyhudeo Tengur, president 
of the Government Hindi Tea-
chers’ Union. He believes that 
children do not get the most 
out of their time there or, in 
many cases, do not attend pre-
primary school. “Pre-primary 
school must be a foundation 
for primary education. There 
should be adequate facili-
ties for the child to play 
and learn while deve-
loping his persona-
lity, creativity and 

skills, ensuring that he enjoys 
going to school,” he says. 

Child centred 
approach 
Meanwhile, in primary 
schools, overpopulation of 
our classrooms remains one 
of the major problems. “We 
are working according to the 
system of mass teaching, with 
40 to 50 pupils instead of 

moving to microteaching, 
with smaller classes, 

which will help 
emphasize the 

individual 
needs 

of children,” says Suttyhudeo 
Tengur. A perspective shared 
by Alain Doolub, who explains 
that in RCA schools, they 
have tried to focus on a child-
centred approach by training 
their teachers to observe and 
identify the strengths, skills 
and diffi culties of individual 
children. “Over the past four 
years, we have tried to limit our 
classes to a maximum of 36 
students only!” An exorbitant 
fi gure as it is. 

The next question is 
whether we even have a proper 
curriculum for primary schools. 

Surendra Bissoondoyal advo-
cates a complete review of the 
curriculum to make school 
relevant to the needs of chil-
dren and that of the country 
in the 21st century. “The CPE 
exam in its present form must 
be drastically reformed to take 
into consideration the whole 
development of the child,” he 
says. Suttyhudeo Tengur be-
lieves methodology must be im-
proved to incorporate IT tools 
that enhance learning and make 
it more fun for children. “But 
can one use such tools with 40 
children in a classroom? How 
can you facilitate interaction 
that way?” he deplores. 

No difference in 
methodology

What about attempts such as 
the Enhancement Programme? 
Does it make a difference to stu-
dents? According to Surendra 
Bissoondoyal, while it is an at-
tempt to get rid of the scourge of 
private education, it is not enough 
and cannot replace a review of 
the system. Suttyhudeo Tengur, 
on the other hand, believes that 
the Enhancement Programme 
is merely an extension of the re-
gular classroom hours. “There is 
no difference in the methodology 
used. In what way will it enhance 
the learning of students?” he asks. 

However, the problems that 
affect children go far beyond the 
educational system itself. Social, 
family and economic problems 

continue to be a scourge to chil-
dren as soon as they start their 
lives. Alain Doolub says, “There 
are students that already have 
little chance of success when 
they begin school because of 
their problems. Children need 
emotional and psychological 
stability to be able to assimilate 
the education that they receive,” 
he says. One example he gives 
is that of a child whose mother 
would come to school under the 
effect of alcohol. It was with the 
support of her school, says Alain 
Doolub that the child was able 
to succeed. “What future awaits 
her as she enters adolescence?” 
he wonders. 

And when one looks at 
the performance of the ‘Zone 
d’Education Prioritaires’ 
(ZEP) schools alone, it is 
clear that the effect of social 
problems cannot be denied. 
Between 2006 and 2010, 
the pass rate has fl uctuated 
between 36.5% and 36.2%. 
The philosophy of the ZEP 
is based on the premise that 
positive reinforcement is 
required to create favour-
able learning conditions for 
children living mostly in 
the less developed regions. 
Yet, overall, the problems 
remain the same. The sys-
tem undergoes little change, 
the failure rates remain high 
and a too many students are 
lost in the process.

Melissa LOUIS

Certifi cate of Primary Education
No improvement noted…

Happy faces show faith in the 
future - but will these children's 
full potential be realised?

 The day the results come out is one of relief after all the stress - for the lucky ones.
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W
ith an average of 10% of mar-
riages ending in divorce, 
fault-based divorce is still the 
dominant way for couples to 

seek separation.  The fact that the highest 
number of divorces being granted involves 
couples who have been married for a period 
of 10 – 25 years, 954 last year alone, shows 
that divorce is only resorted to as the final 
solution.  Nevertheless, couples are made 
to discuss their private failures in a public 
space that exacerbates bitter and adverse 
emotions.  The atmosphere prevailing in our 
family courts is still replete with tension be-
cause of a battle to be lost or won by either 
party and excludes the possibility of reconci-
liation between both parties.  Presently, the 
Civil Code provides for divorce either on the 
grounds of “Faute” or that of “Rupture de 
vie commune.”  According to Pramila Patten, 
a divorce lawyer, “Divorce on the ground 
of “Rupture de vie commune” only pro-
vides a “civilised” method of divorce to 
those who have the financial resources to 
do so.” For those who do not have enough 
means, the only option is to proceed on 
the grounds of “faute”.

Divorce is never a pleasurable ex-
perience but mutual consent at-
tenuates the suffering of the 
couple as well as the children. 
When both parties agree upon 
ending their marriage, no se-
paration period is required to 
file a divorce case although 
the relationship is required 
to have lasted a minimum of 
two years.  Inquiry is not required 
to bring out the fault of either par-
ty.  The joint petition addresses all 
supplementary relief regarding cus-
tody, visitation, alimony for spouse 
and children, occupation of matri-
monial property and division of 
movables.

With the prevalent legal pro-
visions, hostility is encouraged 
and this is to the utmost detriment 
of the children who witness the fur-
ther embitterment of the parents’ 
relationship as each party claims 
innocence while accusing the 
other.  Witnessing one’s pa-
rents perpetually arguing 
is psychologically stress-
ful.  At times, children 
are brain-washed by 
their custodian parent 
in the process of a di-
vorce being granted by 
the court.  

Pramila Patten maintains 
that “our divorce laws are most 
unsatisfactory and are causing 
considerable hardship as they 
do not provide a fair and just 
forum for ending a mar-
riage.”

Our society is in an 

ever transitory condition.  According to Am-
bal Jeanne, Manager at SOS Femmes, “Coun-
selling is hardly effective because when the 
trust between two people is shattered, a 
third person’s counselling is ineffective.” In 
the case of violence against women, Ambal 
Jeanne maintains that “too often counselling 
improves the husband’s behaviour only for a 
short while and violence is perpetuated after 
that.” 

In these situations, divorce by mutual 
consent helps settle matters  in an amicable 
manner and reduces the emotional trauma.  
However, the much needed Divorce and Ju-
dicial Separation Bill 2010 has not yet been 
presented in  Parliament.

Majhegy MURDEN

When the law does not equate 
with matrimonial reality
Divorce, which was experienced by some 2,154 Mau-
ritians last year and affected an even greater number 
of children, is not a new phenomenon.  However, di-
vorce by mutual consent is still not a reality.

The Lotto 
Republic

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

REALITY CHECK]

T
his time they’ve fi nally done it. Workers who, 
after much struggle managed to pry a few 
extra crumbs by way of salary compensation 
now stand to lose it all. The National Trans-

port Authority (NTA) announces that it’s increasing 
fares by 20%, the Central Electricity Board (CEB) 
from the beginning of December has jacked up the 
rates by 10% and, to top it all up, the overlord at the 
Bank of Mauritius, Bheenick, announces that infl a-
tion will reach 7% by next July. 

Previously, courtesy of the hoopla raised by Rafi ck 
Sorefan, we found that the Lotto was helping pay for 
education in Mauritius. Just as an aside, am I the only 
one who fi nds something inherently absurd about a 
state that relies on the Lotto to pay its bills, all the 
while harping on about inculcating a spirit of industry 
into its people? 

But what does this have to do with price increases? 
Seemingly unrelated one might think, but not really. 

The simple answer: taxes, more precisely, who, and 
how, we pay them. 

One of the dogmas of globalization, you know that 
passé thing no one talks about anymore, was that 
lowering the tax rate on the affl uent and corporate 
sector was a surefi re way of ensuring prosperity for 
all. Consequently, the global tax rate declined from 
33.2% in 1997 to 26.8% in 2007. We went a step further, 
loyal Friedmanites that we are, and actually slashed 
it from the already paltry 22.5% to a fl at rate of 15% 
by 2006, so every corporation paid the same rate re-
gardless of how large it was and how much it earned. 
Even the global crisis in 2008 did little to shake our 
resolve to line the pockets of our aristocrats. Even 
though most countries had by this time raised the tax 
rates for the rich, we did nothing. 

Never mind the fact that, far from being a para-
gon of effi ciency and meritocracy, our private sector 
seems to be a relic from Al Capone’s Chicago, whose 
performance has been lavished with billions in sti-
mulus spending, government handouts, bailouts from 
Europe and various tax breaks. 

So if the rich don’t have to cough up the dough, 
who does? After all, the state has to fi nd some way to 
pay for the services it provides. Enter the emollient 
rhetoric: the NRPT, VAT, slashing subsidies, tax on 
interest from savings and of course, the Lotto. Basi-
cally, through a multitude of ways, the tax burden is, 
ever so consistently, shifting from the rulers to the 
subaltern classes. Now that the NRPT and taxes on 
interest on savings were found to be too politically 
contentious, new schemes have been thought up. The 
much-lauded tax on cigarettes and alcohol is preci-
sely one such alternative. It has not arisen from a 
wellspring of affection for the Mauritian people, but 
is the product of this same dynamic which mandates 
that our bus fares and electric bills grow heftier. 

When we fi nd that the trickle down theory doesn’t 
lead to showers of milk and honey, the IMF satraps in 
Government as well as opposition merely regurgitate 
the same tired old dogmas. 

In the meantime, the rich enjoy, while the rest get 
a one-way ticket to the poorhouse. There is a silver 
lining though. I hear the jackpot will be about Rs27 
million this time. 

Welcome to the Lotto Republic. 
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The author and his companions 
approaching the summit of 
Mount Kilimanjaro. Ernest Hemingway spoke 

about it eloquently in his 
book. It was climbed for 
the fi rst time in the late 

19th century. It rises to 5895m 
above sea level. It is the fourth 
highest of the seven summits in 
the world. It is the highest moun-
tain in Africa and it is the highest 
free standing mountain in the 
world. Walking up its slopes is the 
most amazing as well as the most 
physically demanding thing I have 
ever done. I cried on my way to 
the top. I hallucinated with the 
low levels of oxygen. When I got 
to the top in almost minus 25 de-
grees Celsius after a 7-hour climb, 
I was exhausted, but exhilarated. 

Up through the 
clouds

I was at Uhuru Peak on Ki-
limanjaro.The roof of Africa.
Walking is my passion. It is what 
I do when I am not practising 
medicine. I have scaled innume-
rable mountains in the England, 
Scotland, Cyprus, Wales, France, 
and Switzerland. Mother Nature 
has an irresistible pull and 
recently, more physical 
conquests have been 
to the order.

Nothing had prepared me for 
the sights that greeted me. The fi rst 
day was spent trekking through 
the rainforest, an unbelievable 
experience and I was deeply sad-
dened to think that these habitats 
are being actively destroyed by 
our ever modern ways of living. 
It is thought that the summit gla-
ciers will also disappear in the next 
few decades. The canopy and the 
sounds of monkeys along with 
millions of insects were unforget-
table. As we crossed the fi rst layer 
of clouds and made camp, the 
reality of it all sunk in as we slept 
under the stars and did not have 
any connection with the outside 
world. Every morning, we were 
woken up at dawn with strong cof-
fee, a bowl to wash and breakfast of 
eggs and porridge! A whole day of 
walking would then ensue, some-
times as long as 8 hours long and 
climbing in altitude all the time. As 
we crossed the rainforest, the view 
was just of a cold barren world 
where no animals came and only 
very specifi c types of plants lived. 
It seemed an ominous sign that 
the only things following us were 
scavengers, in the form of the white 
necked crows. The views were 
breathtaking and Mount Meru 
always loomed in the background 
as we now crossed the second layer 
of clouds into bleaker and colder 
terrain, upwards and onwards to-
wards the summit.

On the other hand, special 
mention must be made to the 
people who helped us up the 
mountain.  We had all kinds of 
equipment, but some of the porters 
were simply going up in sandals or 

even in one case, foot-
b a l l 

shoes!! It must be remembe-
red that Tanzania is a very poor 
country and being a guide or a 
porter is a very coveted job. We 
met our guides on day 1 and our 
head guide was a fantastic man 
called Jonas Rutta, president of 
the Explorers Club, Africa who 
had scaled Kilimanjaro 267 times. 
Jonas has run up and down the 
mountain in 14 hours and blames 
a poor time on adverse weather 
conditions and will be trying to 
beat the record this year again. He 
is also being sponsored by National 
Geographic to climb other moun-
tains such as Mount Mckinlay in 
Alaska and even Everest even-
tually. He has already done Mount 
Aconcagua (6962m) in Argentina. 
I cannot thank him and his team of 
porters enough for their kindness 
and generosity. They carried all our 
equipment, supplies and tents and 
provided us with endless entertain-
ment and good food and water 
every day. Specifi cally, there was 
Jeff, our cook and main entertainer. 

Sub zero tempera-
tures

Was it hard? Yes, very. Oxygen 
is scarce at that altitude and any 
simple action causes breathles-
sness. I remember just changing 
my socks (clean clothes were very 
hard to come by with the perpetual 
dusty terrain and inability to wash 
for about ten days) and getting 
extremely breathless. Recovering 
from any bouts of exertion is just 
as bad as one lays in one’s slee-
ping bag and just hears one’s heart 
pounding away. People also often 
ask, “Do you not get bored walking 
for so long?” Well, no is the answer. 
I never tire of the views and a great 

deal of concentration is required 
so that the 

next step does not take you down 
a ravine and result in a broken leg. 

Mountain sickness means 
one has a permanent headache. 
We were taking a mild diuretic to 
combat the effects of that, but have 
you ever tried to get out of 3 layers 
of clothes, out of a sleeping bag, out 
of a tent and then to try and go to 
the toilet at 3 am in sub zero tem-
peratures? 

So, after walking for numerous 
days and broken nights of sleep at 
the various camps, the night of the 
summit attempt had arrived. We 
woke up at 11 pm and got dressed 
in about 6 layers of clothes inclu-
ding thermal wear. It was pitch 
black. With the head torch, we 
could only see each other’s feet. 
With some food and a hot drink, 
we set off for the last climb of a 
kilometre upwards to the highest 
point in Africa. This was the har-
dest thing I had ever done. My 
toes and hands were frozen. The 
ground was loose and slightly fro-
zen. It was a case of 2 steps forward 
and a step back. I vomited. I hallu-
cinated. I had to be fed glucose. I 
wanted to go down. I cried. William 
Lucas, old friend of mine, from 
university made sure I didn’t go 
down. Physically they knew I was 
able but the mental resolve had 
evaporated. With William’s hands 
pushing me intermittently and with 
the help of the guides, I made it up 
eventually. What sight greeted me? 
Africa was at my feet. The sun has 
just come up at the horizon. The 
glaciers on the other side were im-
posing. What was I thinking then? 
Nothing at all. I just wanted to 
get down the mountain and I did 
exactly that.

 I am a few weeks down the 
line now and still feel as exhausted 
as exhilarated. I am pretty sure I 
can claim to be the fi rst Mauri-
tian who made it up to the roof of 
Africa!

Dr Avinash AUJAYEB

Postcard from Uhuru

Breath-taking scenery - the 
reward of the mountaineer.
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Letter to the editor]

Mauritian workers’ health at riskMauritian workers’ health at risk

IN Friday 3rd December editorial, Mrs 
Prayag questioned the Riche-Terre planters’ sin-
cerity during the strike and furthermore accused 
them of being “irredeemable opportunists, the 
kind who put forward their misery, hide their real 
motivation and try to attract sympathy”.

I would like to react upon this article:
A hunger strike was initiated at Triolet in Fe-

bruary 2010 as a last resort, when Government 
ignored ex-planters repeated demands for ne-
gociation. After 30 days of strike, Governement 
agreed to set up a mediation committee and 
instructed Ms Noël and Ramkissoon to submit 
recommendations. A report was given to the Go-
vernement in april 2010. Formerly, in Parliament, 
Minister Faugoo had declared that « there is no-
thing to hide, and we will make it (the report) 
public ».

The second hunger strike at the Cathedral 
Square occurred when, 7 months later, Minister 
Faugoo failed to his promise to publish the Noël-
Ramkissoon report. The planters were cornered 
and had no other means to voice out their de-
mands.

On the other hand, one should refrain from 
ridiculising a hunger strike. The planters have 
undergone physical degradation through 50 days 

of strike, they have put their life at risk to obtain 
justice. How can one dare think that a hunger 
strike is a pleasure trip? Indeed, a hunger strike 
is a bad sign for democracy: it indicates that the 
social dialogue has failed.

Mrs Prayag also questioned the presence of a 
female striker who, allegedly, is “neither a planter 
nor married to either of the hunger strikers” and 
whose presence is to “create the racial balance 
needed”. 

The female striker referred to is named Au-
rella Edouard. She is from Rodrigues and is a 
former planter of Riche-Terre who has given up 
her plot of land for the Jeing Fei project. Fur-
thermore, she was amongst those who intiated 
the fi rst hunger strike in February 2010. Mrs 
Edouard is mother of 3 children and joining the 
strike was a hard and courageous decision. Ac-
cusing her of “hopping on to the band wagon for 
good measure” is an unfair comment. 

It is sad that Mrs Prayag has chosen to write 
on a subject that she clearly does not master and 
has chosen to disdain people without inquiring 
about their motives. If only she had chosen to visit 
the strikers…

Father Jean-Maurice LABOUR

TOGETHER with 171 
countries, Mauritius has ratifi ed 
the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control. One most 
important article of this health 
treaty is the protection from ex-
posure to tobacco smoke. The 
guidelines of this article defi ne 
smoke free air as an air that is 
“100% smoke free”.

There could be no reason 
whatever that the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act’ (OSHA) 
caters for ‘demarcated smoking 
areas’ in the workplace. This 
measure must be immediately 
removed from this law and from 
the Public Health Act tobacco 
regulations 2008. Since last year 
an international petition was 
addressed by 225 signatories 
worldwide to the Government 
of Mauritius to close the loo-
phole of the OSHA. However, 
this measure is still waiting to 
be fully applied in Mauritius as 
workplaces are not 100% smoke 
free, thus putting at stake the 
health of workers. The protec-
tion of workers from passive 
smoking at work is still being 
discussed at the level of the Mi-
nistry of Labour in spite of the 
overwhelming evidence that se-
cond hand smoke is highly toxic 
and is contrary to health and 
safety principles. 

A study published by the 
Lancet in November 2010 re-
veals that secondhand smoke 
kills more than 600,000 non-
smokers worldwide as a result 
of their exposure to secondhand 
smoke. It states that exposure to 
secondhand smoke causes an 
estimated 603,000 deaths each 
year among non-smokers, in-

cluding: 
-  379,000 deaths from is-

chemic heart disease
- 165,000 deaths from lower 

respiratory infections 
-  63,900 deaths from asth-

ma, and  21,400 deaths from 
lung cancer.

Basic human right
The study provides the fi rst 

assessment of the worldwide 
burden of disease from second-
hand smoke and forms the basis 
of World Health Organization 
Report on the Global Tobacco 
Epidemic, 2009: Implementing 
smoke-free environments.  

  One of the key messages of 
that study is that Governments 
around the world must protect 
their citizens from the dangers 
of secondhand smoke by enac-
ting comprehensive smoke-free 

laws that ban smoking in all 
workplaces and public places.

Let us hope that the govern-
ment of Mauritius will hear the 
message and amend accordingly 
our Public Health Act so as to 
provide a 100% smoke free envi-
ronment for Mauritian workers. 
The right to health is a basic hu-
man right.

“If we do not act decisively 
TODAY, a hundred years from 
now our grandchildren will 
look back and seriously ques-
tion how people claiming to 
be committed to public health 
and social justice allowed the 
tobacco epidemic to unfold 
unchecked.”

Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland,
former Director General WHO.

Véronique LE CLEZIO
President of ViSa

An Apple a day]

Everything in moderation- including mode-
ration, say the French. Trust the French to 
come up with a motto that endorses extrava-
gance... Christmas is the season of immode-

rate abandon - the eating, drinking and being merry 
business, all in the name of the festive spirit. Which 
is all well and good but sooner or later will come the 
unavoidable and sobering aftermath of credit card 
bills, dessicated Christmas trees, morning-after han-
govers and nauseating indigestion.

‘Tis the season for gluttony and consequently ‘tis also 
the season for heartburn. Most of us, have experienced 
heartburn: a sensation of burning in the stomach and up 
into the throat and a sickening feeling that your dinner is 
sitting in your stomach stubbornly refusing to go down. 
Sounds familiar?... 

The phenomenon of heartburn or indigestion, as we 
commonly call it, occurs when stomach acid refl uxes back 
up the oesophagus and effectively causes slight acid burn. 
Sometimes stomach acid can refl ux all the way up to the 
back of the throat causing a bitter, sour taste in the mouth.

The season is ripe for a myriad of indigestion triggers: 
rich, spicy food, large meals, excessive alcohol, caffeine, 
smoking, stress…Throw in an exacerbating factor like an-
ti-infl ammatory agents or the cardiologist’s best friend, 
aspirin, and you may end up with something that feels like 
a roaring fi re in your gut. 

To relieve the pain of refl ux, there are multiple over-
the-counter products and an exotic collection of grand-
mother-endorsed home remedies. Some people swear 
by ginger tea claiming its anti-infl ammatory properties 
work wonders. There is no scientifi c proof for it but surely 
it causes no harm- so if you feel like hot ginger tea when 
you have a pounding headache and you are refl uxing fried 
noodles in forty degree tropical heat, be my guest.

Or you could try antacids; they look and taste like li-
quid chalk but are quite effective - Alka-Seltzer, Maalox, 
Mylanta, Rolaids, Tums, take your pick. They contain al-
kaline salts of magnesium, calcium, and aluminum which 
counteract stomach acid and relieve the symptoms of 
heartburn.

Indigestion is not life-threatening and, if I may allow 
myself to say so, it’s not even a serious health problem. Oc-
casional episodes of refl ux are not usually problematic and 
are no cause for concern. However, holiday indigestion is 
expected to be as short-lived and transient as the festive 
season itself. So anything that persists beyond Valentine's 
Day, nausea, vomiting, diffi culty swallowing or weight loss 
are not part of your run-of-the-mill indigestion. 

Frequent refl ux that occurs more than twice a week 
could herald gastro-oesophageal refl ux disease (GORD), 
an entirely different ball game. It occurs by the same me-
chanism of acid refl uxing up the oesophagus but the pro-
cess is persistent. GORD warrants testing with endoscopy 
by a gastroenterologist and the prescription of more po-
tent antacids.

Of course, when it comes to indigestion, like with 
everything else in medicine, prevention is better than 
cure- but seriously, who am I kidding? It requires almost 
superhuman willpower to exercise restraint in the face of 
cheesy, chocolaty, deep-fried, and liquor-soaked feasting. 
I am not advocating that you inhale sugar and saturated 
fats but if you do, it’s nice to have some damage control up 
your sleeve. Consider it my present to you as I wish you a 
very Merry Christmas.

By Dr Zina Valaydon

Band-aid 
for the silly 
season….

Hunger strike at Triolet

Smoke is a health hazard for the smoker and his surroundings
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Jail denies Wiki boss access to counselJail denies Wiki boss access to counsel

Chinese are not happy with life: CASS studyChinese are not happy with life: CASS study

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C E N E ] 

LONDON: Sweden’s ap-
peal against the bail granted 
to WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange on rape charges will 
be heard in the High Court 
here on Thursday, even as his 
lawyers complained that the 
prison authorities were making 
it diffi cult for them to meet him 
for preparing his legal case. 

Assange, a 39-year-old Aus-
tralian national who is wanted 
in Sweden for alleged sex of-
fences, was granted bail at a 
court hearing on Tuesday after 
his supporters agreed to post 
a £200,000 cash deposit. A 
lawyer for WikiLeaks founder 
said on Wednesday his backers 
had raised around half of the 
£200,000 cash he needs to se-
cure bail after he was accused 
of sex crimes in Sweden. 

Prominent public fi gures 
including US fi lm-maker Mi-
chael Moore, Australian jour-
nalist John Pilger and British 
author Hanif Kureishi have ple-
dged their support for Assange. 

“I’m getting offers from the 
general public who are coming 
in and saying we really would 
like to contribute to this. Julian 
Assange shouldn’t be in jail,” 
Stephens added. 

However, Assange was later 
told that he would remain behind 
bars after Swedish authorities 
said they would appeal against 
the bail before the full extradition 
hearing begins next year. 

The appeal was lodged 
after district judge Howard 
Riddle told Assange he could 
be released from Wandsworth 
Prison in southwest London on 
the condition that he will have 
to reside at the agreed address 
of a former British army offi cer. 

Captain Vaughan Smith, 
founder of the journalists’ 
Frontline Club, offered to 
house Assange at his estate 
in Suffolk. 

As a condition of his bail, 
the Wikileaks founder must live 
at the home of Smith. As per 
the bail condition, Assange will 
have to wear an electronic tag 
that would allow British autho-
rities to locate him all the time, 
the lawyer said. 

But, he complained that 
the prison offi cials were in-
creasingly making it diffi cult for 
lawyers to meet Assange and 
prepare his legal case. «I can’t 
get access to him,» he said. «I 
will not be able to take instruc-
tions from him.»

BEIJING: People 
in China are increasingly 
dissatisfi ed with their lives 
as confi dence in Beijing’s 
ability to govern the vast 
country and manage the 
economy falters, according 
to a key government think 
tank. Indicators showed 
that public satisfaction with 
jobs and social security was 
at its lowest in four years, 
said the annual report 
based on a poll of the pu-
blic and launched this week 
by the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (CASS). 

«Urban and rural re-
sidents’ overall life satis-
faction declined as the 
negative impacts of the 
fi nancial crisis gradually 
came into play in 2010,» 
said the annual Blue 
Book of China’s Society. 
Confi dence in the govern-
ment’s ability to manage 
economic, social and inter-
national affairs fell, while 
pride in China’s world sta-
tus, which has been on the 
rise for four years, drop-
ped back to its 2006 level, 
it said. 

In a further sign of 
growing fears about the 
country’s soaring infl ation, 
the report found prices 
topped the list of concerns 
in 2010 and people’s ability 
to absorb price rises slum-

ped sharply. 
China’s consumer price 

index, a key gauge of in-
fl ation, rose 5.1% year on 
year in November, the 
fastest increase in over two 
years and well above Bei-
jing’s full-year target of 
three percent, as food costs 
continued to soar. 

Ever fearful of infl a-
tion’s historical potential 
to spark unrest, authori-
ties have taken a range of 
measures to curb growth, 
with the central bank in 
October hiking interest 
rates for the fi rst time 
in nearly three years. 
The CASS report showed 
the Chinese public is also 
concerned about reform 
of the country’s healthcare 
system and runaway hou-
sing costs. Reining in home 
prices has become the 
people’s top expectation of 
the government, it said. 

Property prices in 
China’s major cities were 
up 7.7% in November from 
a year ago and 0.3% from 
October, the third straight 
month-on-month rise, of-
fi cial data shows, despite 
Beijing’s efforts to cool the 
red-hot market. 

More than 4,100 people 
were polled in seven major 
cities and seven smaller 
towns for the CASS report.

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, on trial for sexual misconduct, alleges that his lawyers are being 
prevented from meeting him.

Economic woes such as skyrocketing property prices and infl ation were found to be the root of 
dissatisfaction many Chinese are feeling. 
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As is often the case 
between neighbouring 
countries, China and In-
dia have many outstanding 
issues between them: among 
others, a disputed border; 
China’s Pakistan card and 
the stapled visa issue; and 
China’s stance on India’s 
claim for a permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council. 
But when the premier of 
one country visits the other 
country, both governments 
work hard to put their best 
foot forward. They look for 
outcomes that would qua-
lify the visit as a success. 
Chinese Prime Minister Wen 
Jiabao’s visit is no different. 

In the run-up to the visit, 
both sides have highlighted 
the positives and down-
played the challenges. It is 
interesting in this context to 
ask why bilateral trade has 
been identifi ed as one of 
the important items on the 
agenda for this visit, with a 
huge delegation of business 
leaders accompanying Wen. 

At one level the answer 
is fairly straightforward. 
The growth of China-India 
trade is a dramatic success. 
Until the 2008 crisis, trade 
between the two countries 
was doubling every year. 
Every time a target was 
set, it was exceeded ahead 
of time. When Wen visi-
ted India in 2005, the two 
countries agreed to grow 
the value of their trade to 
$20 billion by 2008 and 
$30 billion by 2010. But 
the 2008 target had already 
been crossed when Presi-
dent Hu Jintao visited in 
2006, so it was reset to $40 
billion by 2010. But that tar-
get too was crossed before 
2008; hence, in 2008 the 
target for 2010 was raised 
again to $60 billion. As a 
consequence of these giant 
leaps, China has now be-
come India’s largest trading 

partner. India is the 10th 
largest trade partner for 
China, and its 7th largest 
export market. It is quite li-
kely on present projections 
that China and India will 
become the world’s largest 
trading partners within a 
few decades. 

But there the good news 
ends, because embedded 
in this partnership is also 
a huge imbalance. India 
currently has a trade defi -
cit vis-a-vis China of about 
$30 billion. Now, it is not 
the expected norm that 
every country should have 
balanced trade with every 
other country. It is not even 
expected that every country 
should have an overall ba-
lance of total exports and 
total imports. Normally, 
some countries would 
have an overall surplus of 
exports over imports and 
others a defi cit. Net defi cits 
of the defi cit countries are 
fi nanced by other current 
account fl ows such as factor 
incomes or unilateral trans-
fers, and capital infl ows. 

That being said, the fact 
remains that a trade defi cit 
is a net leakage from the 
country’s domestic income 
expenditure circuit, a di-
version of demand to other 
countries. It acts like a nega-
tive stimulus. Hence, when 
a country has a large trade 
defi cit, especially a large 
defi cit vis-a-vis another 
particular country, that is a 
matter of concern. India’s 
trade defi cit of $30 billion 
vis-a-vis China is certainly 
very large, amounting about 
2 per cent of India’s GDP, 
about half the size of its 
overall current account de-
fi cit, and about three times 
the size of India’s total ex-
ports to China. That sounds 
rather grim. So we return to 
the question, why is trade 
one of the important items 

on Wen’s agenda?
The answer seems to be 

that the problem is solving 
itself. Though the absolute 
size of the trade defi cit is still 
very large, it is actually on a 
declining path. How is this 
so? Though imports from 
China have been growing 
very fast until recently, the 
rate of growth has actually 
been declining for several 
years. It declined from 61 
per cent in 2006-07 to 55 
per cent in 2007-08, and 
further to 20 per cent in 
2008-09. In 2009-10, the 
growth of imports from 
China actually turned ne-
gative with imports decli-
ning by over 5 per cent. In 
contrast, export from India 
to China shows a mixed 
trend. After growing by 30 
per cent in 2007-08, exports 
shrank by 14 per cent du-

ring the crisis year 2008-09. 
They then bounced back to 
24 per cent growth in 2009-
10. The net impact, combi-
ning exports and imports, is 
that the absolute size of the 
trade defi cit is still growing 
rapidly, but at a declining 
rate compared to the past. 
Its growth rate has come 
down from 76 per cent in 
2007-08 to 43 per cent in 
2008-09 and further to 26 
per cent in 2009-10. 

If the present trend per-
sists, the trade defi cit could 
disappear within a decade 
with no further intervention. 
However, the pace of defi cit 
reduction can be stepped 
up if Wen’s delegates fi nd 
additional things to buy or 
expand their orders of exis-
ting export items from In-
dia. If the two governments 
now credibly set targets to 

reduce India’s trade defi -
cit at an accelerated pace, 
Wen’s visit will be counted 
a success. 

The same mechanism 
can be used to also correct 
a different aspect of the 
trade imbalance, namely 
the composition of trade. 
Value added products such 
as chemicals, machinery, 
electronics, iron and steel 
account for nearly half of 
China’s exports to India, 
but they account for only 15 
per cent of India’s exports 
to China. Low technology 
products account for over 
three-quarters of India’s ex-
ports. Wen’s team could fi x 
this imbalance too if they so 
desire. 

The writer is emeritus 
professor at the National 
Institute of Public Finance 
and Policy, New Delhi.

SEOUL: North Korea 
appears to be readying for a 
possible third nuclear test as 
early as next March, a news-
paper reported on Wednes-
day, as a U.S. politician 
travelled to Pyongyang with 
a message for the North to 
“calm down”. 

US and South Korean 
intelligence have been wat-
ching the North’s nuclear 
sites for any activity. Analysts 
say the North could use a test 
to try to gain leverage in in-
ternational talks it is seeking 

and secure aid to prop up its 
destitute economy. 

South Korea’s ‘Chosun 
Ilbo daily’ on Wednesday 
cited an intelligence offi -
cial from Seoul as saying a 
tunnel was being dug at the 
country’s nuclear test site that 
could be completed in March 
next year, possibly heralding 
a new nuclear test. 

South Korea’s foreign 
ministry said it was closely 
monitoring the site and said 
there was no concrete evi-
dence.

Sino-Indian trade, although increasing exponentially, is not equally benefi tting both Asian powers

The Yongbyon nuclear facility could be used by North Korea to conduct a third nuclear test South 
Korean offi cials fear



Rann mwa enn servis = do me a favour
Mauritians used to be known as a people who enjoyed «rann enn servis» to anyone who asked; their helpfulness has 
slowly eroded with the advent of development and prosperity. Some even jokingly tell you nowadays that «servis rann dan 
legliz» (Charity can only be found in the church)- a clever way of refusing to grant a favour!
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W E  M A R K  T H E  S P O T ] Insert N° 4 • Friday 17 December 2010 ]p.56 l’express

Kreol korner]

W
hen you embark 
on a journey to 
the Rhumerie de 
Chamarel, desti-

nation really hardly matters. The 
sweltering sun barely bothers 
you as you go through the lush 
vegetation and mountainous 
serenity of this unique part of 
the island. As you drive through 
Black River Gorges from the 
Chapel of St Anne, you will be 
so mesmerised that you will for-
get that you are out to enjoy a 
wonderful meal and sample the 
local rum. 

But that is nothing compa-
red to the experience of getting 
there. In the south west of the 
island, lies the Rhumerie de 
Chamarel. Located in a fertile 
valley and in the vicinity of the 
“Coloured Earths of Chamarel”, 
your breath will be taken away 
by the sight of the Rhumerie as 
it comes into view. The 

ancient greyish 

chimney, reminiscent of a gol-
den era, blends in with an ar-
chitectural design whose cosy 
and tranquil pink stands out in 
contrast to the green vegetation.

Nothing goes to 
waste
The vast plantations of sugar, 
growing side by side with pi-
neapples and other tropical 
fruits, offer you the chance to 
experience proximity with su-
gar cane cultivation before one 
of the hostesses takes you on a 
guided tour across the Rhume-
rie, from the distillery to the rum 
tasting. You will learn how the 
sugar canes which are grown in 
the valley, are hand-picked daily 
at dawn. The freshly-harvested 
canes are then rapidly dispat-
ched to the mills of the rum 
d i s t i l l e r y. The careful 
cane selec- tion combined 
with its has- ty conveyance 

prevents the sugarcane from 
being burnt, thus guaranteeing 
the purest juice extracts.

The distillery produces a va-
riety of top-of–the-range rums 
by fermenting the juice extracts 
instead of using molasses. These 
fl avourful rums, namely The 
‘Coeur de Chaffe’, the ‘Chama-
rel Liquor’, the ‘Exotic-fl avoured 
Rums’ and the ‘Old Rum’ offer 
subtle fruity, spicy and oaky 
tastes. Your experience will be 
further enhanced by being infor-
med that the distillery concen-
trates its environmental efforts 
on recycling: nothing goes to 
waste. Indeed, the bagasse, the 
fi brous residue remaining after 
juice extraction is collected and 
turned into energy; the industrial 
fumes are cleared before being 
released into the air, the ashes 
are spread in the fi elds to act as 
fertilizers and the steam retrie-
ved from the process is used to 
water the gardens.

To reach the pinnacle of 
such unconventional pampe-
ring, indulge in the delectable 
cuisine of the Alchimiste, the 
restaurant. With 80 seats, the 
restaurant offers a heavenly 
gastronomic experience with 
a cuisine prepared with lo-
cal products from the estate 
itself. A typical menu offers 
exotic delicacies like the heart 
of palm salad with dishes fea-
turing venison, pork and the 

much appreciated duck reared 
in the valley. After such a fl a-
voursome meal, take time to 
contemplate and renew your 
communion with the surroun-
ding greenery from the ter-
race of the restaurant. 

The visit will leave you 
enthralled by the enchanted 
décor in the idyllic landscape 
of Chamarel.

Majhegy MURDEN

Rhumerie de Chamarel
A gastronomic experience in a perfect setting

Nouvelle cuisine 
- but the dessert por-
tions are generous.2A stunning view from the ‘Alchimiste restaurant’.

Duck with foie gras -one of the many main course options.


