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Editorial ]

“I pray that all enlightened persons condemn such bar-
barous acts in a modern and multicultural Mauri-
tius.” This was the ‘cri de coeur’ of Kevin Permal 
from Light Ministries International in relation 

to those who covered his association’s banners with pictures 
of Hindu deities. The same cry was echoed by Mikki Hardy 
concerning the burning of a tent set up for a planned gathering.

We do condemn such barbarous acts. Unreservedly! We have said 
it before and we will say it again: no one is allowed to take the law 
into their own hands and the Voice of Hindu (VoH) are not above the 
law. The cowardly elements amongst them might, in fact, benefi t by 
showing their bravado elsewhere like taking on drug lords instead of 
attacking non-violent people. Equally, when it comes to the suggestion 
of introducing anti-conversion laws, it is diffi cult to understand what 
the debate is about. It is obvious that such laws would go against all the 
principles that this country has fought for and which are entrenched 
in our constitution.  

However, we would be kidding ourselves if we put down the whole 
problem to the senseless or calculated acts of a few extremists who are 
gradually losing ground.

The phenomenon of sects and conversion is nothing new, nor is it 
banal but it only grabs the headlines when there is a high-profi le case. 
We can all recall the part played by the Eglise Chrétienne in the case of 
Hayley Goddard and, prior to that, in the cases of the Alladee and At-
tisse children. Readers will remember the poignant appeal of Hayley’s 
broken father in our columns to “all those adversely affected to speak 
out and help expose this dangerous group for what it is. I also appeal 
to government to expose this wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 

Headlines, shock and outrage, court cases, a Parliamentary Select 
Committee, investigations into the allegations of forced adoptions, 
kidnappings, abduction and fraudulent acts but public opinion is no 
clearer today about what happened than it was in 2000 when we heard 
of the fi rst cases. And then there is a quasi- general indifference as cults 
insidiously carry on with their daily activities.  They continue to thrive, 
exploiting the distress of some of those who have been psychologically 
weakened by some trauma or disappointment and are willing to allow 
themselves to be deceived by the illusion that inside the “prison” walls 
of make-believe, they will fi nd the answer to all their problems.

The dividing line between the enjoyment of moral freedom and 
falling victim to manipulation is indeed very fi ne. And therein lies the 
diffi culty for the State. How much moral freedom can a citizen be 
allowed to exercise while, at the same time, being protected from cros-
sing the line into becoming a victim of manipulation and falling into 
the claws of unscrupulous cult-leaders?

 While we remain vehemently opposed to any law which would 
prevent  individuals from praying to the God they choose, or chan-
ging to another religion if they so wish,  legislators have to address 
the societal problem of mind manipulation and the strategy and 
tactics of enticement and deception often used as means of recruit-
ment. And for this to happen, there has to be an end to the secrecy 
in which sects operate. 

When a young girl like Hayley Goddard, writes the following to 
a religious leader, Mikki Hardy, “My life is completely submitted 
to you and the elders,” it is diffi cult to look on the phenomenon as 
something healthy or even harmless. This kind of total submission is 
in fact against human rights and human dignity. Legislators cannot 
afford to sit and watch. 

Freedom 
of conscience 
or mind manipulation
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The 24/7 economic model
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I N T E R V I E W ]

 Lord Paul Swraj
“In the UK, we have 
a big problem 
moving towards 
multiculturalism.”



Lalit International 
Conference

Lalit will be holding an 
international conference on 
the following theme: “Ac-
tion to close the military 

base on Diego Garcia, to 
end the illegal UK-USA oc-
cupation of Chagos, & for the 
right to return & full reparations for Chagossians”. The event 
will be held from Saturday 30th October to Tuesday 2nd No-
vember in Port Louis. On Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday the 
event will be held from 10am to 4pm at Mother Earth Hall at the 
Lalit Headquarters in Grande Riviere. The “National Forum” 
on Monday 1st November, will be at the Municipality of Port 
Louis at 5:00 pm. The former President of the Republic, Mr. 
Cassam Uteem, will deliver the opening speech. The event will 
also include speeches by the Chagossian leaders, Olivier Ban-
coult and Fernand Mandarin, as well as international speakers. 

“Salon de la Maison 
et du Jardin”

The “Salon de la Maison et du 
Jardin” will be on until Sunday 31st 

October at the Swami Vivekananda Centre in 
Pailles. The fair will include 120 exhibitors with 
products such as paint, furniture, lighting, gar-

dening equipment, interior decoration and much 
more. The specialists at the fair will be happy to 

advise you on your home improvement needs in a 
variety of areas. The fair will be open from 
10am to 7pm. Tickets cost Rs.30 for adults 
and Rs.15 for children. 

At the theatre: “Pa zété”

Catch the latest play by the Komiko 
comedy group, “Pa zété”, at Kafét@, in 
Rose Hill until 7th November. Shows 
will be held  at 2pm and 8pm. The play 
tells the story of a policeman who is 
waiting near the Pont Colville for a fo-
reign delegation to pass by. But his 
evening will turn out to be much more 
eventful than he anticipated, when 
Jeanne, a desperate woman, arrives and 
announces that she is going to jump off 
the bridge. Thus begin the policeman’s 
attempts to convince her that life is 
worth living. Tickets are available at 
Rs.200 for adults and Rs.100 for chil-
dren under the age of 10. Call 4651616 
for reservations. 

Ismet is back
An exhibition by artist Ismet Ghanty is 

on at la Maison Ghanty, at Avenue Dr. 
Lesur, in Beau Bassin, until Satur-

day 6th November. The exhibition 
is entitled “Gammes chro-
matiques.” The 12 works 

of art each represent one of 
the notes of music, in an attempt to 

depict the rhythm and architecture 
of music. Ismet Ghanty is holding 

a solo exhibition after an absence of 
four years. 
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When our judges go out 
of their way

Last week ended and 
this week started with 
the press reporting 
on the aftermath  of 

the Supreme Court decision to 
quash the sentence of a district 
court magistrate pertaining to 
a fi ne of Rs 2, 000 imposed fol-
lowing a speeding ticket issued 
by the police. 

Then yet more court mat-
ters cropped up at the be-
ginning of this week when 
ex-minister of Finance, Rama 
Sithanen was dragged to court, 
accused of having insulted trade 
unionist Rashid Imrith . The 
press also carried reports on 
the Public Bodies Appeal Tri-
bunal which has declared null 
and void the appointment of 
the Assistant Director of Audit 
following a complaint made by 
a civil servant. The latter went 
to the tribunal on the plea that 
she should have obtained the 
job because she was more ex-
perienced and more senior than 
the nominee.

This week, the editor in 
chief of the weekly Samedi 
Plus,  Dharmanand Dwarika 
also made headlines when he 
decided to resort to court action 
to have explanations f’rom the 
Director of Public Prosecution 
(DPP) on the reasons for which 
he had been arrested after the 
latter decided to prosecute him 
for criminal diffamtion.

Before scrutinizing the 
concept of the “independence 
of the judiciary” following these 
three events, suffi ce to say that 
the “independence” given to 
the DPP by our Constitutiion is 

far too much. He is answerable 
to no one, and can prosecute or 
stay prosecution in any court. 

One would remember that 
following the death of Peter 
Craig, Harish Boodhoo insua-
nated, in an article published 
in l’express, that there was a 
stay of prosecution in the trail 
against late Sir Gaëtan Duval 
following political pressure. 
There has never been any 
denial and it is time that the 
‘proprio motu’ powers of the 
DPP be checked by making 
him answerable, for example, 
to an appeal court.

Judges also have proprio 
motu powers and justice  Do-
mah and Balancy have both 
used this power recently for 
laudable reasons.

In fact the two judges have 
rejected all the grounds of ap-
peal raised by the appellant, 
Hunchun Gunesh and his 
counsel L. Servansingh against 
the fi ne of Rs 2 000 following a 
speeding ticket.

They quashed the lower court 
judgment by using their proprio 
motu powers, that is the powers 
they have to act by their own mo-
tion, or on their own initiative.

The two judges acted on 
their own initiative  by looking 
at grounds of appeal not raised 
by appellant and his counsel, 
that is the “admissibility of evi-
dence from the Falcon radar”. 
Evidence from this equipment 
would be admissible in court 
only if it were prescribed equip-
ment and the device  approved 
by the minister. It was neither 
prescribed nor approved.

“We have been unable to 
trace any text which indicates 
that the Falcon radar, or any 
such device for that matter, 
has been duly prescribed by 
Regulations”, wrote the Judges.

They have in fact gone to 
extremes to see to it that jus-
tice is done. But alas, such 
justice will not befall all Mau-
ritians. An appeal to the Su-
preme Court will cost around 
Rs 30 000 ( minimum) and is 
reserved for those who have the 
means. The others will have to 
pay their fi ne and go home un-
der the deep impression that 
they are living in a very unjust 
society where might is right.

It is those people who will 
be asking themselves this week 
if Rama Sithanen would have 
been prosecuted if he were still 
deputy Prime minister and mi-
nister of Finance. At the time 
when we, poor motorists, had 
to pull in  by the road side to 
allow him and his cavalcade a 
rapid passage through a heavy 
traffi c jam.

They may also ask them-
selves why the PSC (said to 
be an independent body im-
permeable to all political in-
fl uence ) nominated a less 
senior and less experienced 
candidate as Assistant Direc-
tor of Audit.

They may also ask them-
selves why the president of 
the PSC is not resigning after 
having received such a slap in 
the face from the Public Bo-
dies Appeal Tribunal.  

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Judges Bushan Domah and Eddy Balancy rejected the appeal of Hunchun Ganesh against a fi ne 
for a speeding ticket.
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With the export sector fl agging 
and the budget under construction, 
we come across more than our fair 
share of dumb ideas.  One such 
idea confronts the Governor of the 
Bank of Mauritius Rundheersing 
Bheenick. Demands by exporters’ 
lobbies have surfaced that Mau-
ritius should peg its rupee to the 
Euro. Bheenick’s initial response 
has been to reject it. Smart move; 
and here’s why. 

One Currency being pegged 
to another is a bit like a boat race. 
The relative value of the weaker 
currency is kept constant with that 
of the stronger one.  Where the va-
lue of the weaker currency slacks 
off too much, threatening export 
competitiveness, the central ban-
ker, like a captain, decides to slow 

the boat down by using his reserves 
of foreign currency to buy up his 
own currency and take it off the 
market (reduced supply=higher 
value) and vice versa. The idea is 
to keep both boats equidistant.

The obvious advantage, the 
one that has captivated our ex-
porters, is that this will introduce 
stability and predictability in their 
earnings, much needed at a time 
when the export sector seems to 
be struggling to survive. The Euro 
is the currency of choice as Europe 
is seen as their primary market. 

The logic is questionable. 
What’s beating out Mauritian tex-
tile exporters is not currency fl uc-
tuation but cheaper competition 
from Asia. Pegging our currency 
to the euro to halt this decline is 
akin to hoping that a band-aid will 
stop gangrene. But that isn’t what 
makes this idea so far-fetched; what 
they want to peg us to does.  

The guiding assumption 
behind pegging one currency to 
another is that there are no inherent 
credit risks and volatility associa-
ted with the Dominant currency, 
which is why the Zimbabwean 
dollar was pegged to the U.S dollar 
and not the other way round.  

The Euro today is far from 
that stabilizing infl uence. It was no 
secret that a shotgun marriage of 
declining industrial powers such 
as Germany and Italy and asset-
bubble based economies such as 

Spain and Ireland was bound to 
end up badly. Then Iceland tanks 
in 2008, Greece is bankrupt, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy and Ireland are mas-
sively in debt. Draconian austerity 
measures that largely put the bur-
den of the crisis upon the people 
sparked an explosion of protests in 
France that cost it about 400 mil-
lion euros a day. Protests are also 
planned in Britain. Then on the 21st 
of October, the International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF) announced 
that the Euro is on the verge of 
being “Over valued”. In short, the 
European economic monolith has 
cracked. 

With the fi re-fi ghting that the 
Europeans will have to undertake 
to correct their economic extra-
vagance, a pegged rupee means 
that our central bank will lose its 
independence and have to mirror 
their monetary policies. In the short 
term, this means instability rather 
than stability; in the long term, this 
means sacrifi cing our own fl exibi-
lity to react to economic events and 
putting a spanner into our plans to 
diversify outside the euro-zone. 

While chasing their own ex-
clusive interests and an epheme-
ral “stability”, our exporters have 
really managed to come up with 
a cockamamie scheme. Bheenick 
snubbing them is a good move. 
He should stick to it. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN
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Peg to differ

Huge waves hit the coast of Rodrigues in the early hours of Tuesday, 26th of October, damaging fi shing boats and causing a feeling of insecurity amongst the fi sher-
men. Similar waves hit Reunion Island and damaged boats in various harbours. The Mauritian meteorological station initially announced that the cause of the 
waves was bad weather conditions, but later admitted that it was a tsunami. An earthquake of magnitude 7,5 on the Richter scale took place off the coast of Sumatra, 
Indonesia late on Monday. Close to the centre of the earthquake, a tsunami killed at least 154 people across small islands near Sumatra.  

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Light corner ]
To make you smile

 My husband and I divorced 
over religious differences. 

He thought he was God and I didn’t. 

❉

I don’t suffer from insanity; 
I enjoy every minute of it. 

❉
 Some people are alive only 
because it’s illegal to kill them. 

❉

I used to have a handle on life, 
but it broke. 

❉
Don’t take life too seriously; 

no-one gets out alive.

 Rundheersing Bheenick, 
Governor of the Bank of Mauritius



Oops, 
he’s doing it again

Few things are more ominous than a politi-
cian promising to take tough decisions. It’s 
even more frightening when the politician 
happens to be a minister of Finance who’s 

about to present his next budget. As you’re probably 
aware, he doesn’t mean that the decisions will be 
tough on him; his salary, car allowance, per diems 
and all the other perks that come with being a mi-
nister of our glorious republic are safe. Not that he 
even needs them. So when Pravind Jugnauth speaks 
of diffi cult choices, he’s merely expressing his em-
pathy for the working man who will probably be 
asked to tighten his belt almost to the point of se-
vering his torso from the rest of his body. 

Oh yes, the minister may have changed, but the 
song and dance remains the same. In all probabi-
lity, the current minister of Finance will opt for the 
same tired old neo-liberal policies his predecessor 
championed. In fact, it’s a crying shame that Ra-
ma Sithanen was so brilliant at what he did as it 
signifi cantly reduces Pravind Jugnauth’s room for 
manoeuvre.

More “fl exible” labour laws making it easier 
from employers to fi re workers? Sorry, govern-
ment’s been there, done that and even got the t-
shirt. What about a multi-billion rupee stimulus 
package for embattled companies? Rama got there 
fi rst! Hmm, how about handing a large tract of land 
near the capital over to a foreign power? Close, but 
no cigar. Fast track the creation of IRS and ERS for 
a few quick bucks? He’s a few years too late for that.

Given what a virulent critic of all things Sitha-
nen he was until recently, it’ll be fascinating to see 
how Pravind Jugnauth proposes to run the economy 
now that he’s fi nally got his hands on the much-
coveted Finance portfolio. If he’s truly determined 
to take tough decisions (rather than simply mil-
king the little man for all he’s worth and coating 
it in strongman rhetoric), he should start coming 
up with a way of stopping the public sector from 
squandering billions of rupees every single year. A 
good way to start would be to inform them that, 
contrarily to what many seem to believe, they’re not 
actually using Monopoly money. 

Perhaps the payment of the salaries of ministers 
and other senior civil servants could be contingent 
upon the wastage of public funds not exceeding a 
certain level (speaking of which, not a single MP 
has rushed in to join the belt-tightening fad that has 
gripped the nation). Alternatively, we could simply 
harvest the organs of orphans and export them to 
sick rich people. We’d probably make a killing now 
that the rupee has been devalued to the point where 
we might as well go back to using shells and starfi sh 
as legal tender. 

I’m no economist (neither is the minister of Fi-
nance for that matter) but it seems that Pravind 
Jugnauth is in quite a bind. Politically speaking, 
he simply can’t be seen to be copying the man he 
spent the past fi ve years insulting. Yet,  economi-
cally speaking, he really doesn’t seem to have the 
nous to do things very differently. Tough decisions, 
indeed. As long the working man doesn’t have to 
foot the bill for his lack of imagination. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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I
n a rant that has since be-
come infamous, the new 
Chief Executive Offi cer of 
Air Mauritius, Raj Bungs-

raz recently complained, in an 
email, about his company car’s 
threadbare tires. Given the 
size of some of the challenges 
facing the national aviation 
company, this complaint see-
med a little incongruous. Yet, 
over and above its perennial 
troubles with fuel hedging and 
trade unions it perceives to be 
meddlesome, there is also a 
growing sense of discontent-
ment amongst the airline’s 
150 or so pilots, a state of af-
fairs that has contributed to 
several departures in the past 
few weeks. Some fear that the 
disgruntlement of the in-fl ight 
crew, combined with a lack 
of planning, could hinder the 
company’s ability to get all its 
fl ights off the ground during 
the coming peak season. 

It’s a measure of the para-
noia pervading Air Mauritius 
that not a single person we in-
terviewed – and we spoke to 
people at all levels - was willing 
to speak on the record, mainly 
out of fear of reprisals. Yet, the 
pattern that emerged from 
these conversations is clear: 
the rift between the company’s 

pilots and management has be-
come perilously wide. Amongst 
the sources of tension cited are: 
wage cuts, shambolic planning 
and the shabby way in which 
many pilots feel they are being 
treated. Could this have an 
adverse effect on the fl ag car-
rier’s operations in the coming 
months?  

“The company is managed on 
a day-to-day basis. I don’t know 
how it’s going to get by in Decem-
ber,” says a pilot. Every year, Air 
Mauritius provides additional 
fl ights during the high season 
in order to meet the increase in 
demand. In order to offer more 
fl ights, the national aviation 
company usually has recourse 
to pilot providers such as Scan-
dinavian Airlines and Virgin At-
lantic for “in-fl ight relief”. 

The headache this year 
is that the recent spate of de-
partures could result in a pilot 
shortage. “A signifi cant number 
of expat pilots are leaving the 
company and many more will 
leave in the coming months due 
to wage cuts. If this trend persists, 
it will be no surprise if MK has 
to suspend fl ights during the high 
season,” notes an industry fol-
lower. 

In addition, several mem-
bers of the in-fl ight crew, co-

pilots in particular, have already 
reached their annual 900-hour 
fl ight time limit, so it follows 
that they’ll have to sit out the 
busy end-of-year period. At 
best, this means that the fl ag 
carrier will have to employ even 
more in-fl ight relief than usual, 
at worst that fl ights will have to 
be suspended. 

Female foreign 
pilots

“In-fl ight relief is not a long-
term solution,” warns the pilot. 
“The global situation has chan-
ged and it’s becoming harder to 
get short-term pilots at the drop 
of a hat. Everything depends on 
their willingness to pay people 
adequately,” affi rms an expat 
pilot after he’d overcome his 
initial reluctance to talk to the 
press. Another expat pilot is far 
less pessimistic, “Air Mauritius 
is like a cat; it always falls back 
on its feet. I don’t think the situa-
tion’s as bad as some people are 
making it out to be. Sure, there’s 
some tension at the planning le-
vel but they’re part of the ups and 
downs. Air Mauritius has always 
been pretty resourceful,” he re-
marks.

For his part, the Executive 

The fl ag carrier’s fi nancial troubles 
are well-documented. Yet the company 
faces another lesser-known problem: 
the deterioration of relations between 
management and the in-fl ight crew. 

AviationAviation
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Vice President of Air Mauri-
tius, Donald Payen is confi -
dent that this year will be no 
different from any other. “The 
number of pilots needed for our 
operations varies depending on 
the seasons. Every year, our needs 
are greater during the peak season 
and every year we act accordin-
gly,” he asserts. One of the ac-
tions taken has been to recruit 
10 female pilots from Spain 
and South America. 

Critics feel that MK is 
wrong to eschew homegrown 
talent in favour of more ex-
pensive fi ckle foreigners. “The 
worldwide airline industry is 
expanding and will need thou-
sands of pilots in the coming 
decade. This will cause an 
unprecedented global shortage. 
Most respectable airlines in Eu-
rope and Asia have realized that 
it is much more sensible to train 
local pilots through internships 
and supervised programmes 
than to bet on foreigners who 
will eventually leave the com-
pany. Yet, over eight months 
have passed since the begin-
ning of the screening process 
at Air Mauritius and it’s still 
not been completed. Around 
20 Mauritian pilots are still in 
the dark about their futures. 
The ‘Mauritianisation’ of the 

company’s in-fl ight crew is sim-
ply not happening”, the industry 
follower notes. 

But a source within a com-
pany defends MK’s employ-
ment policy (opinions differ 
on the ratio of Mauritian to ex-
pat pilots: some say it’s 40:60, 
others 50:50). “It’s not reaso-
nable to expect us to employ 
only Mauritian pilots. Expat 
pilots have advantages in that 
they’re already trained and 
it’s easier to say ‘goodbye’ to 
them.”

Another issue that is regu-
larly evoked is the lack of plan-
ning, especially at the fl ight 
operations level (at the time this 
article was written, for example, 
the fl ight roster for November 
hadn’t been circulated yet). A 
result of this paucity of fore-
sight is that pilots’ holidays are 
routinely cancelled to plug the 
operational gaps. What is more, 
a number of pilots are already 
fl ying 100 hours per month. 
“There are some tired pilots 
in the aircraft,” the fi rst pilot 
we interviewed warns. Over 
and above the physical de-
mands of such long hours, this 
also means that quite a sizeable 
amount of the company’s cash 
is being spent on overtime 
every month (anything above 

81 hours counts as overtime). 
“This wouldn’t happen if there 
was planning,” he adds. 

New company 
watchword

Our company source is also 
of the opinion that the tension 
crackling between the in-fl ight 
crew and management is par 
for the course. “In most airlines, 
the relationship between pilots 
and management is a diffi cult 
one. Some manage better than 
others. Still, this doesn’t mean 
that Air Mauritius can’t do a lot 
better in managing it. As always, 
uncertainty makes things worse, 
so the recent changes in manage-
ment haven’t helped.”

Unsurprisingly, the line 
coming from the Paille en 
Queue Court is that the well-
being of the company’s pilots 
is of the utmost importance 
and that appropriate chan-
nels of communication have 
been established. “Pilots are 
at the very core of operations. As 
a result, the management of Air 
Mauritius and, in particular, the 
director of operations, regularly 
meet the representatives of the 
pilots in order to anticipate and 
identify problems and to fi nd 
the right solutions through dia-

logue,” vouches Donald Payen. 
The outcry coming from 

the pilots’ camp belies this rosy 
scenario, though. “One thing’s 
for sure, many people have lost all 
their illusions about the company 
and are looking elsewhere,” says 
the fi rst expat pilot we spoke to. 
Although political interference 
has long been an obstacle to the 
effi cient running of the national 
carrier, the situation was made 
worse by the hedging debacle. 
Cost-cutting became the new 
company watchword overnight. 
Accordingly, management tried 
to get rid of some of the more 
experienced in-fl ight crew 
members in a bid to bring in 
cheaper replacements. 

The air is thick with 
suspicion

Given the fi nancial dire 
straits the company was in, this 
stratagem might seem justifi ed. 
The only problem is that this 
gambit backfi red: the com-
pany was mostly unable to re-
place the people they had sent 
on their way and had to call 
them back shortly afterwards. 
Making people feel unwanted 
is hardly a recipe for high job 
satisfaction. And neither is the 

fact that employment contracts 
vary greatly from pilot to pilot. 

As a result, the air at 
ground level is rather thick with 
suspicion. Take the example of 
certain expat pilots. At the end 
of their three-year contracts, 
they are entitled to a very lu-
crative gratuity. Because of the 
prevailing unpleasantness, se-
veral of them have preferred to 
pocket their bonuses before in-
forming the company that they 
were leaving rather than vice-
versa. Obviously, this also has 
a knock-on effect on planning.

Can anything be done to 
patch up the damage? “For 
one thing, they have to start 
treating people better,” states 
a pilot. Before that can hap-
pen though, the fl ag carrier 
fi rst needs to recognize that a 
problem exists. If Raj Bungs-
raz’s fi rst round of emails 
are anything to go by, this is 
unlikely to happen anytime 
soon. Indeed, the only time 
he mentions pilots is in the 
following sentence: “As any 
of our pilots can tell you, the 
captain goes down with the ship 
and the boss is the last to leave 
the ship.” That hardly bodes 
well for the future. 

Nicholas RAINER 

A unhappy 
bunch: 

pilots have 
lost their 
illusions 
about Air 
Mauritius

Aviation

A mismatch   made in the heavens made in the heavens



■ Lord Paul, you have been invited  
to take part in “the Forum in Mauri-
tius”, a  forum which deals with the 
infl uence of the media in the world.  
What is your relationship with the 
media?

Well, I am a businessman, but very 
much interested in education. As a family, 
we have set up a large number of insti-
tutions across India such as schools and 
colleges, and we must have almost three 
quarters of a million students in those 
institutions. 

■ But are you interested in the me-
dia in particular?

Basically, I think the media can and 
should play a bigger role in the develop-
ment of countries. And the development 
of countries, in my view, has to start with 
education and how much better educa-
tion could become!

■ And what do you think the media 
should be doing, in practical terms, 
to educate the public?

First of all, the world has changed 
and the role of the media has changed 
from that of twenty or thirty years ago. 
What the media needs to do, in my view, 
is educate itself more about world affairs, 
the world itself and the ambition of de-
veloping countries and take up the chal-
lenge of bringing this much more to the 
forefront. 

■ You say the media should educate 
itself. How should it do that? 

Basically, through formal education. 
Through getting the experience of being 
able to live in the world and understand 
other cultures. Journalists are writing 
about world affairs, so they need to know 
what the world is. 

■ And this is not the case?
No. Go and talk to the journalists in 

the United States or Britain. They haven’t 
got a clue how much China has deve-
loped. They have not got a clue what’s 
happening in the United Arab Emirates. 
Take the example of India hosting the 
Commonwealth games: everyone knows 
that the Indians, by nature, are very dif-
ferent from Westerners. Indians do have 
a habit of leaving things to the last mi-
nute. But then, they also have a habit of 
completing them on time. The same issue 
arose with the games in Greece in 2004.

■ You think the media mishandled 
that? 

I think you cannot call it mishandling 
because it was a lack of understanding of 
how India works. And judging from their 
own method of doing things, they assu-
med that there would be a crisis and that 
things would collapse. 

■ But the concern of the media was 
not just the completion of work; it 
was also the amount of corruption 
involved. Is that also due to a lack of 
education?

Corruption, fi rst of all, is not so-
mething that was in the games them-
selves. There is corruption in India, but I 
don’t think that delayed the construction 
work, or that there was any danger of it 
not being fi nished.

■ These are two issues. There was 
the apprehension that India might 
not be ready for the games on time 
on the one hand but there was also 
the fact that the games were orga-
nized in India through dishonest 
means in the fi rst place. 

Corruption is a very separate issue. 
It’s not confi ned to the games.

■ So the media mixed it up.
The media mixed it up. Again, in my 

view, because of the lack of understan-
ding.

■ Because that’s the way India ope-
rates.

That’s the way, unfortunately, that 
India operates. 

■ And that’s acceptable?
No, I don’t condone corruption but 

corruption is not a monopoly of the deve-
loping world. It is everywhere but people 
call it by different names. 

■ What do they call it in the West, in 
your part of the world?

All sorts of things except corruption. 
95% of corrupt money originates from 
the G8 countries. 97.5% of corruption 
takes place in G8 countries. So they 
should look at the supply lines of corrup-
tion, not just the receiving end. It is no 
use blaming India, no use blaming Africa. 
What we need is a worldwide acceptance 
that this is a terrible phenomenon and 
that nobody should be part of it. They 
have tried to make anti-corruption laws 
in the western world, but are they being 
followed? That is where the problem is. 
They can call it a “consultancy fee”, this 
or that, but what else is it? You know that. 

Journalists should be familiar with this. 
They should educate themselves. 

■ What you are advocating is for 
journalists to go and live in these 
countries before they even begin to 
report on them, so that they unders-
tand the culture. 

I am saying that, before someone says 
he is an expert on India or an expert on 
Africa, why not have exchanges where 
journalists -to-be spend part of their de-
gree course, one term or two or one year, 
in some of these countries they want to 
report on. They would gain a much better 
knowledge of the countries in this way. 

■ You are obviously talking about 
very big news agencies, because, in 
Mauritius for example, no newspa-
per has an expert on Indian affairs, 
one on Japanese and another on 
Chinese.

I am not talking about just specialists 
on one country. I am talking about their 
being able to see the culture. And this 
is not done overnight nor is it done by 
living in one part of the country. There 
are substantial variations particularly in 
huge countries. You can’t learn about 
America by just being in New York as it is 
very different from the rest of the United 
States. You don’t learn about the whole 
of England from living in London. What 
we need is a better understanding of the 
people, the culture. I mean, I arrived in 
Mauritius two days ago. If the day after 
tomorrow I start talking about Mauritius 
as an authority, that would be dangerous. 

■ I’m sure you have enough knowle-
dge of Mauritius and Mauritians to 
talk about us with authority.

I have a lot of knowledge. Even before 
coming I had a lot of it, and I have been 
hearing about Mauritius for a long time 
because India has such an affi nity with 
Mauritius. But to  talk about Mauritius 
as a specialist I think would be dangerous.

■ In your speech, you made some 
very specifi c points about how to 
take the media, or the press forward. 
Basically through an exchange pro-
gramme?   

You are absolutely right. What 
I would like to see more of is “You-
send-us-your-students-we-will-send-
you-ours” collaboration between 
universities. There is no really big cost. 
You can always raise money to help 
pay their airfare and the other univer-
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Interview
WITH Lord Paul Swraj

Deputy Speaker of the House of Lords.

Lord Paul Swraj, 
a British businessman 
and politician, is the fi rst 
person of Indian ori-
gin to become Deputy 
Speaker of the House of 
Lords. Invited as a key 
speaker in “The Forum 
in Mauritius,” he shares 
with us his thoughts on 
the media, various as-
pects of the developing 
world, his journey from 
a Punjab village to the 
heart of London as well 
as the recent scandals 
which rocked the House 
of Lords.

“In the UK, we have a big problem 
moving towards multiculturalism”



sity will help with their living expendi-
ture etc. 

■ Are you working on this exchange 
programme between universities? 

I am encouraging it. I am in full favour, 
for a better world, that there should be an 
exchange between universities. And it is 
happening a lot in the world, but it has 
not happened that much in journalism. 
Because formal studies in journalism have 
just come into focus. I learnt yesterday, 
from the British High Commissioner, 
that Middlesex University is introducing a 
school of journalism. It is happening, and 
we  will all need to encourage it to happen.

■ You also talked about encouraging 
tolerance. 

Yes, basically, the lack of tolerance, in 
my view, is due to ignorance. Prejudices 
are acquired. I don’t know whether you 
remember a movie called “South Pacifi c”. 
There is a lovely song in it: “You got to be 
taught how to hate anybody”. We are not 
born with any prejudices and when we die, 
there are no prejudices. 

■ Do you think the media actually 
contributes to building this hatred?

I think the media is doing so through 
sensational reporting aimed at selling the 
paper.

■ Is that a general statement on the 
media all around the world?

It seems to be becoming generally 
more and more true. I would say that the 
media is becoming, at best, a silent partner.

■ A silent partner in?
In this hatred because they feel they 

have a duty to report certain events, which 
is absolutely right.  They have to report 
them but they should be careful about the 
way they report them. I’m not sure that 
when they write, they worry about how 
much damage they cause. But then, I am 
not blaming every editor or every reporter.

■ And what are your impressions of 
the press in Mauritius?

I have not had time to really read one 
newspaper in Mauritius. I have learnt from 
the various people I have spoken to here 
that Mauritius has a very sensible press. 
You have a very grown up press, a very 
mature press, much more mature than I 
thought it would be. 

■ You must have heard about the 
confl ict between the press and the 
government? How do you feel about 
that?

The press and he government? That 
confl ict will always remain. Those in power 
will want to dominate.

■ Is that good or bad?
 If the confl ict aims to keep each other 

under control and if the government aims 
to make sure the media does not overplay, 
I think it is a healthy confl ict. However, any 
confl ict, when it becomes bitter, is unheal-
thy. 

■ What stage has it reached in Mau-
ritius, according to you?

I really don’t know. To be honest, if I 
knew, I’d tell you. I have a bad reputation 
for saying what I think, but things I don’t 
know, I don’t talk about. 

■ You may have heard that we have 

gone down by 14 places in the ranking 
of “Reporters without Borders”. Is 
that something you’d worry about?

I never worry about statistics. They are 
usually one man’s views.

■ One man’s views or the views of a 
credible association?

Still, it is the judgement of a few 
people. It is only important in the sense 
that you need to take notice and see how 
you can improve. That’s how I look at it.

■ Is that also the way you look at the 
Ibrahim Index of Good Governance 
where we were ranked fi rst in Africa?

Yes. I would use that not to celebrate 
but to improve. See what we can do to 
keep this fi rst position, and that is not easy 
either. It is much easier to fall than to climb. 

■ In an interview in l’Express this 
morning, the president of Reporters 
without Borders says that it is not 
good for people who are close to those 
in power to set up news agencies. Do 
you share that view?

This says something which is that 
power and reporting cannot work together. 
That is why the media owned by the go-
vernment has never proved to be very 
successful. But today, fi nancial power is a 
far bigger power and is much more likely 
to be abused than any government power. 
Power of any kind in the news agencies is 
dangerous. I am not against rich people, of 
course, but…

■ You wouldn’t be. You are the 88th 
richest man in the U.K.

(Laughs) I don’t feel that way. 

■ But your journey from the Punjab 
to the House of Lords is remarkable. 
It is not a typical journey, is it?

I think it has been a matter of luck. I 
don’t know how much you know about 
my life.

■ I know that you started off in a fa-
mily where the father was selling steel 
buckets and you ended up as a lord.

Yes, I grew up in an agricultural en-
vironment. Also, my family was very in-
volved in the freedom struggle and at the 
age of four I used to shout slogans in the 
street, “English go home”. 

■ And then you ended up in the heart 
of London. Ironical, isn’t it?

Yes, it is ironical. At the age of eleven, I 
used to be a regular visitor to the jail every 
week to see my elder brother who was ar-
rested because of being a freedom fi ghter 
in 1942. I lost my parents when I was very 
young. My elder brother looked after me 
until I was of age, and then I went to the 
United States for studies. 

■ Why the US? Was it a rejection of 
the U.K.?

Well, MIT was very famous and I was 
lucky to get admission. I studied and came 
back to India. In 1966, one of my daugh-
ters was very ill. She was suffering from 
leukaemia. So, we rushed to the United 
States to get her treatment but had to take 
her off the fl ight in London and rush her 
to the hospital where she was looked after 
until she passed away. And that is how I 
ended up staying in London, because I 
wanted to stay where she had died and I 
still stay in that fl at which I had taken at 
that time. So I set up a little steel factory 
with three workers and I slowly worked my 
way up.

■ How did you make your way to the 
House of Lords?

I joined the Labour party in 1974, but 
that has nothing to do with it.  I just joi-
ned it because the Labour party was res-
ponsible for the freedom of India. I was 
more on the business side.

■ Does that mean you fi nanced the 
party?

No. In those days political parties, es-
pecially the Labour party, collected very 
little money. If you gave 100 pounds, that 
was considered a good donation. Then in 
1996, to my surprise, I got a letter from 
Mr. John Major announcing that he had 
decided to nominate me for the House 
of Lords and asking if I would accept. Of 

course, nobody would dare not to accept. 

■ And how does it feel, to be the fi rst 
Lord of Indian origin?

When you get into the House of Lords, 
you get more involved with politics. But I 
never got into the political side. I would talk 
about social issues and education, but ne-
ver about politics, and I still don’t. 

■ There was a scandal which roc-
ked the House of Lords recently and 
which resulted in your suspension for 
four months. How do you feel about 
that?

To tell you the truth, in my whole life, 
I have never seen a more rubbish decision 
taken by the committee. 

■ You were accused of having desi-
gnated little-used properties as your 
main home in order to be able to 
claim expenses?

Yes, but I have never understood one 
thing: why I was treated differently? I can 
only ascribe it to jealousy because I was the 
fi rst Indian to be made a public counsellor.

■ But in the House of Lords, do you 
feel that you are an Indian?

No, I have never felt that and even to-
day, I don’t. I am 100% Indian and 100% 
British. That’s how strongly I feel.

■ But how do the others feels? You 
said that there is a lot of jealousy.

Jealousy and pettiness are just other 
forms of ignorance. It comes from a lack 
of education. It comes up because a lot of 
people still think in a very narrow-minded 
sort of way.

■ Even in the House of Lords?
I am shocked that, on the one hand, 

the House of Lords has said that there is 
no sign of dishonesty or of bad faith. Now, 
after saying that, they suspend me for four 
months. The only thing they have accused 
me of is negligence.

■ But is negligence not bad enough?
Negligence? What is the punishment 

for negligence? They cleared cases of 
much larger amounts and the Chairman 
of the Committee could not justify his 
actions. His words in the House of Lords 
were pathetic. 

■ Are you saying that you were meted 
out a different treatment because you 
are of Indian origin?

That is the question the Chairman 
was asked and he could not answer satis-
factorily. That’s why I say that his answer 
is pathetic. 

■ Is your reading of the situation then 
that the punishment has a racist mo-
tive?  

Yes, that is exactly the question one 
of the members asked the Chairman the 
other day. 

■ Would you say that Britain is still 
inherently a racist society?

I personally thought we had made a lot 
of progress.  

■ And then you realised you hadn’t?
It looks like we haven’t. We have a big 

problem moving towards multiculturalism. 

Touria PRAYAG
PHOTOS : CYNTHIA EDOUARD
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“I don’t condone 
corruption but 

corruption is not 
a monopoly of the 
developing world. 
It is everywhere 

but people call it by 
different names.” 
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Goodbye 9 to 4, 
hello 24/7! Mau-
ritius may be 
moving in this 
direction in the 
future and living 
by the 24/7 eco-
nomic model will 
bring changes to 
the local working 
culture. What 
does it entail for 
Mauritians?.

Most people are 
now familiar 
with the term 
‘24/7’, since se-

veral events have been organi-
sed to raise awareness on the 
importance of this concept for 
Mauritius. The latest event will 
begin tonight and will continue 
until Sunday 31st October, in 
Ebène, Rose Hill and Trianon. 
Of course, the 24/7 concept is 
not just about one-off events. 
The Human Resource Deve-
lopment Council (HRDC) and 
Business Parks of Mauritius 
Ltd (BPML) therefore signed 
a Memorandum of Understan-
ding this week to make Ebène 
the fi rst offi cial 24/7 zone and 
a model for the rest of the 
country.

But why move towards a 
24/7 economy? The director of 
the HRDC, Raj Auckloo told 
l’Express Weekly that with ex-
ternal factors such as compe-
tition and the economic crisis, 
Mauritius must maximize its 
existing resources. So far, our 
best bet is human capital. “If 
we continue working with this 
century’s old model- the nine 
to four system-how will we face 
global competition? We need to 
change people’s mindsets,” he 
says. According to Yamal Mat-
abudul, Training and Strategy 
Manager at the Mauritius Em-
ployers’ Federation (MEF), the 
key word is fl exibility. “We must 

align to other countries 
to increase com-
petitiveness and 
productivity,” he 
says. “The world 
is changing and 
we must change 
with it,” he adds.

This is cer-
tainly how the 
authorities view 
the progress of 

the island. During the launch 
of the campaign for awareness 
on the 24/7 economic model 
in January 2009, Prime Mi-
nister Navin Ramgoolam said, 
“What we need is an adaptable 
workforce willing to participate 
in round the clock economic 
activities.” The Cybercity, ma-
naged by BPML, is believed to 
be the ideal starting point for 
the project because many com-
panies there already work ex-
tended hours. A representative 
of BPML points out that Ebène 
has the advantage of being sur-
rounded by some of the most 
important facilities, including 
the university, the headquarters 
of several banks and a major 
hospital.

However, a 24/7 economy 
does not mean that people are 
required to work non-stop. It 
simply means that adjustments 
will have to be made to working 
patterns (see inset on alternative 
work practices) and for that, the 
right legislation must be put in 
place. Raj Auckloo says, “The 
working conditions will be re-
viewed, in terms of salaries and 
facilities the person receives. 
The Ministry of Employment 
is working to see how to meet 
the needs of those who work at 
night and give them the incen-
tive to work at those hours.” 
Yamal Matabudul believes that 
the human resource framework 
within enterprises will gradually 
begin to change with the 24/7 
policy. “Enterprises will adapt, 
restaurants, cafés and other 
commercial ventures will follow. 
It’s a chain reaction,” he says. 

New workforce, 
new attitudes

The main drive behind the 
project is job creation, says Raj 
Auckloo, and the three-day 

event at Ebène will include a 
career fair, which will open the 
world of 24/7 companies to stu-
dents and parents who may have 
concerns about what this means 
in practice. The representative 
from BPML explains that they 
hope to contribute to a change 
in mindset among the popula-
tion. “There is still this mindset 
for example, that girls should not 
work at night,” he says. “People 
from Indian companies at Ebène 
tell of the diffi culties they initial-
ly faced in recruitment in their 
own country. Now, however, the 
mindset in India has evolved and 
it will gradually change in Mau-
ritius too.”

And as the BPOs and call 
centres at Ebène cater to cus-
tomers in different countries, 
adapting to time difference is 
a necessity for these organi-
sations. Ceridian (Mauritius) 
Ltd is one of the BPOs that 
will be taking part in the career 
fair. A spokesperson for Ce-
ridian explains, “We attempt 
to educate our people on the 
benefi ts of working in such an 
environment. However, not 

everyone agrees to these 
non-traditional working 
patterns as our 

society has not fully adapted 
to this idea.” The company is 
optimistic that a 24/7 economy 
can support the creation of 
additional jobs and new indus-
tries, bringing Mauritius to the 
forefront on global markets.

As we know, the concept 
is not new, as many countries 
and cities are already wor-
king according to this model, 
including Singapore, Lon-
don, Mumbai and New York. 
However, Raj Auckloo warns 
against comparing Mauritius 
with other countries. “We have 
our own specifi cities. I believe 
Mauritius needs to succeed on 
its own terms.”

The 24/7 system will certain-
ly not take Mauritius by storm 
overnight. What remains to be 
seen is whether the country’s 
fi rst baby steps towards a 24/7 
model will mark the start of a 
new era for the nation. 

Melissa LOUIS

The 24/7 economic modelThe 24/7 economic model

Putting theory into practicePutting theory into practice

The Ebène Cybercity, the country’s fi rst offi cial 24/7 zone, was chosen for its importance as a centre of economic activity.

Crowds of people in Beau Bassin/ Rose Hill for a 24/7 event last 
year. This weekend, similar activities will be organised in Rose Hill 
and Ebène.
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A 24/7 economy implies a num-
ber of challenges in terms of 
infrastructure. At Ebène, se-
curity, lighting and transport 
are all being reviewed. Raj 
Auckloo explains that BPML 
will be responsible for the road 
network, bus stops, lighting and 
security as well as ensuring the 
availability of facilities to buy 
food at all times. The HRDC, 
meanwhile, will also work with 
the Prime Minister’s Offi ce, the 
police and ministries concer-
ned to improve matters such 
as security. “We will also work 
with the Ministry of Transport, 
to see which bus routes must 
extend their working hours,” 
says Raj Auckloo. The mu-
nicipality of Quatre Bornes, 
which is responsible for Ebène, 
will be involved in improving 
street lighting. Raj Auckloo 
concedes that it will take at 
least six months before eve-
rything is fully in place. Accor-
ding to BPML, each company 

at Ebène has its own security 
guards. The Cybercity also has 
a mini police desk which is in 
constant contact with the Rose 
Hill Police Station. The police 

will be present throughout 
Ebène and Rose Hill during the 
events on 29th to 31st October, 
while buses will continue to run 
until 1am. 
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Welcome 
to Rand Bay

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

I f you take the motorway and you follow the 
directions indicating « The North », they will 
take you to a roundabout, the last of many. 
The roundabout is easily recognizable; you’ll 

see a huge billboard that advertises a shopping 
mall called La Croisette. On this billboard, 
there’s an image of what La Croisette will sup-
posedly look like once it’s built. On that image, 
there are people but people who bizarrely don’t 
look like Mauritians. How can I tell you’re pro-
bably wondering? 

Pretty easy to figure out; just underneath the 
billboard, there’s a sign that says “Rand Bay”. The 
sign is  standard district council issue, so it looks 
pretty offi cial.

That place used to be called Grand Bay and it 
used to be a fun, lively and cosmopolitan place. I 
don’t know when exactly the name was changed 
but I’m pretty sure it’s not official.  

This means that some dimwit has tampered 
with a district council sign and the authorities 
have not deemed it fit to react. I suppose this 
tampering is more subtle that changing “Black 
River” to “White River”. Go figure!  

The point however is that the change is not 
in name only. Nowadays if you go to the grocery 
stores in Rand Bay, you could actually be forgi-
ven for thinking that you were in another country. 
The only sign that you’re still in Mauritius is the 
fact that you can still pay in Mauritian rupees. 
That’s about the only one. The prices of the goods 
sold are so high it’s actually not that surprising 
that few Mauritians are to be seen.

This is what your government is doing to you. 
The high life for foreigners and just hassle for you. 

While foreigners have found a new El Dorado, 
you will have to tighten your belt some more, you 
will have to put up with minister Hanoomanjee’s 
unbelievable arrogance when she dismisses your 
very real preoccupations like she’s just shooing 
away some insect, you will have to deal with the 
worsening drug situation, the degradation of the 
social fabric, with the VOH’s mediocrity, with 
some zealots trying to convert you to their reli-
gion, with the shameful way your country treats 
migrant workers (foreigners are OK it seems as 
long as they’re not poor). 

Oh there’s more, don’t you worry, but I think 
you get the gist of it. 

Does it at least worry you? This multi-way de-
velopment? The cost of living has risen to match 
the “life” that includes countless shopping malls, 
restaurants and bars that you cannot afford and 
that target those people who queue up at the 
“Residents” counter at the airport but to whom 
you are only a necessary evil that they must put 
up with. 

Government is so intent on showing to whoe-
ver it is that is motoring their economic per-
formance that FDI is coming in, that they’ve 
excluded you out of every deal they’re making. 

To them also, you’re a necessary evil. You are 
not expected to contribute much, you must be 
controlled but you mustn’t be too oppressed be-
cause otherwise you might boot them out of power. 

So how do you like Rand Bay?

Policemen providing night time security during the 24/7 event 
in Port Louis.

A 24/7 economic model 
must include work practices 
that cater to business needs 
yet provide fl exibility, as dis-
regard for a proper work/life 
balance can seriously hinder 
productivity. On the other 
hand, fl exible working ar-
rangements can give an em-
ployee more control over his 
life, for example, allowing a 
person with a night job to 
take courses during the day. 
Common working practices 
put in place by companies 
across the world include:
Shift work: the 24-hour 
working day is divided into 

a number of shifts and a se-
parate group of employees 
works for a period of 7 or 8 
hours each.
Flexitime: employees can 
vary their working hours 
according to their needs as 
long as they perform their 
standard 35 or 40 hour 
workweek.
Job sharing: an arrange-
ment where responsibilities 
and benefi ts of one full time 
position are shared between 
two employees, mitigating 
the risk of losing critical 
competences and also ensu-
ring continuity of work.

Compressed working 
weeks: employees are offe-
red a day off in exchange of 
longer periods of work, i.e. 
working four 10-hour days 
instead of fi ve days a week.
Telecommuting, remote 
working: a popular work 
practice in many countries, 
which allows employees to 
work away from the em-
ployer’s premises, at home 
for example, while staying 
in touch with the employer 
through the use of technol-
ogy. In 2005, 44% of US com-
panies offered at least some 
telecommuting options.

Alternative work practices

The essential services

Employees at Ceridian, a BPO which works on a 24/7 basis. Will the future bring telecommu-
ting options?



l’express [ Friday 29 October • Insert N° 4 p. 42

In the heart of 
Chinatown in Port 
Louis stands the 
Jummah Mosque.  
Crowded in its 
courtyard were 
French tourists 
with backpacks 
and cameras. Its 
unassuming loca-
tion betrays a rich 
history and cultu-
ral admixture 
that have made it 
mandatory on the 
itinerary of every 
tourist visiting our 
capital. 

T H I S  A  M A U R I T I U S ]

The Jummah Mosque

An architectural jewel in the    

O
riginally established 
in 1853, through 
the contributions of 
Muslim tradesmen 

and merchants, the ‘Mosque des 
Arabes’ as it was then known, 
could only accommodate two 
hundred people at a time. It is  
the second oldest mosque in 
Mauritius. 

A growing congregation 
meant that by 1877, adjoining 
property was purchased to 
expand the mosque; it subse-
quently took on the name Jum-
mah Mosque. This included 
commercial property that was 
leased and rented out to fi nance 
its maintenance. “Our ancestors 
sacrifi ced a lot to ensure that the 
mosque is able to continue for a 
long time to come” affi rms Nis-
sar Ramtoola, President of the 
Jummah Mosque. Apart from 
government subsidies that every 
religious institution is entitled 
to, rents from adjoining stores 
ensures that the facility does not 
depend upon charity or indivi-
dual contributions to keep itself 
running.

What captivates the fi rst-
time visitor is the architectural 
motif of the Mosque. From 
1878 onwards, Indian arti-
sans worked on the edifi ce and 
woodwork.  The result is a fu-
sion of Mughal and Persian 
themes consistent with the do-

minant architectural patterns on 
the subcontinent at the time. 

From the rooftop spires in 
the Mughal style to the cour-
tyard and its pond refl ecting a 
Persian aesthetic, the admixture 
is so subtle that “very often the 
casual visitor mistakes the mosque 
for a temple,” smiles Ishmael 
Mungroo, administrator of the 
mosque.  

Services 
to the community

When asked what role the 
mosque plays in the lives of 
members of the Muslim com-
munity in Mauritius, Ram-
toola pointed out that apart 
from routine rituals such as 
weddings, blessing of babies, 
preparations for pilgrims 
going to Mecca and funerals, 
the mosque is active in disse-
minating moral and spiritual 
education. 

“Our role,” Ramtoola ela-
borates “is to encourage our 
young to go for higher educa-
tion, to balance education in 
secular subjects with spiritual 
development.” 

Making sure that we know 
which restaurants and food 
suppliers are consistent with 
Islamic dietary laws (Halal) 
and also helping the rehabili-

tation of prisoners by offering 
spiritual advice and ensuring 
that they are supplied with all 
the means necessary to ob-
serve Islamic rituals are other 
services. “Naturally, any as-
sistance and service that we 
provide is not restricted to 
Muslims but is extended to 
people of any faith,” Ramtoola 
is quick to point out. 

That, however, is not what 
is most striking about the ope-
ration of this institution. Af-
ter all, this is what just about 
every religious body purports 
to do. 

“We are in the age of ICT,” 
was how the subject was intro-
duced. “Since 2005, we have 
been streaming live videos of 
events at the mosque on our 
website. We have had 12 mil-
lion hits on our website and 
have our very own Facebook 
page,” beams Ramtoola.

 “Our way of contributing 
to a greener environment is to 
operate an SMS service with 
12,000 registered users who 
receive notifi cations about 
prayer timings, ‘Halal’ foods, 
meanings of names, obituaries 
and any other queries they 
may have,” but not too much. 
“After all we don’t want to 
spam!” quips the president. 

Hardly the stuffy old 
ecclesiastical lecture I was ex-

pecting as I went in. It seems 
that this particular facility has 
embraced modern technology 
with a vengeance. 

My particular interest, 
however, lay in what efforts 
the mosque undertook to pro-
mote interfaith relations.  After 
all, in the ethnic and religious 
melting pot that is our island, 
no religious institution can be 
called a responsible one, unless 
it makes a conscious effort to 
promote integration and har-
mony. 

Promotion 
of interfaith dialogue

“Our role,” asserts Ram-
toola “is to ensure that Mus-
lims cohabit with others in 
peace and harmony.” The 
exchange of opinions with 
representatives of other faiths 
constantly takes place because 
“after all, despite the diffe-
rences of faith, we all largely 
confront the same problems; 
drugs, delinquency and temp-
tations that may lead our youth 
astray”. 

The mosque is open to 
everybody, not just Muslims. 
That much I fi gured from the 
streams of tourists fi ling in and 
out of its wooden doors. It was 
interesting to learn, however, 

that this building in Port Louis 
fi gured on the study group of 
university students and the 
ecclesiastical tourism circuit 
as well. 

Priests, Imams and Pundits 
from the Indian Ocean rim of-
ten carry out symposiums on 
comparative religion and em-
phasize the commonalities of 
the different faiths. “Just last 
week,” affi rms Ramtoola “we 
received a mixed delegation 
from the United States and 
Reunion to hold a discussion 
on the commonalities of Chris-
tianity and Islam and the role 
of Christ in both faiths.”  

The mosque also boasts a 
well stocked library that adhe-
rents of the mosque, tourists 
and anybody that desires to 
do so can consult. Many of the 
publications of the mosque are 
distributed free of charge or at 
subsidized prices. 

Needless to say, there is 
much in this institution that 
came as a surprise and contra-
dicted my expectations. Hope-
fully, this hitherto undervalued 
historical site in Mauritius will 
fi gure more prominently in the 
list of places to visit for Mauri-
tians of all faiths curious about 
the rich religio-cultural mosaic 
that is our society. 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

The spires and domes that adorn the roof of the mosque are sculpted in the Indian Mughal style 



 heart of Port Louis
The  politics of  

conversion in 
Mauritius

 Iqbal Ahmed Khan

Column]

T
he question of conversion is a touchy issue 
on our little island as the recent revelations 
about the Voice of Hindu (VoH) operating 
a vigilante squad (excuse me, mediation 

team) demonstrate. We have seen glimpses of this 
‘mediation’ before - on the 14th of March when a 
Gospel festival was attacked in Triolet or when ban-
ners were covered with VoH insignia and pictures 
of deities. 

The perception that there is a conspiracy out to convert 
every Hindu is reinforced by zealous merchants of faith over-
selling their wares. What was once a demand restricted to cy-
ber-warriors has now come out into the open; the VoH has 
now demanded a law against conversion. 

Aside from the little matter of fundamentally altering 
the secular nature of our state and contravening freedom of 
religion, there is the matter of actually implementing such 
legislation. Who will enforce it or how to distinguish actual-
conversions from tall tales spun by vengeful relatives will leave 
the door open for wholesale abuse. Talk about swatting a fl y 
with a bazooka.   

How far removed such laws are from modern statecraft 
can be demonstrated. A state that did acquiesce to demands 
of anti-conversion legislation was India, which now is the only 
country where had the father of its constitution, B.R Ambed-
kar been alive today, he would have been branded a criminal, 
himself having led a mass conversion to Buddhism in 1956. 
Do we need to repeat this tragicomedy? 

Usually political circles tend to shy away from addressing 
such issues, preferring to leave them for fringe elements to ca-
pitalize upon. What made Police Superintendent Rampersad’s 
declaration so exceptional was that the state was fi nally raising 
concern about the issue. It took rumors of weapons stockpiles 
and training facilities (excuse me, a ladies yoga gym) to shake 
it out of its complacency.   

To understand the issue is halfway to resolving it.
Which social layer does such politics affect the most? 

The assumption behind conversion politics rests upon a 
paternalistic stereotype of the poor (who account for most 
conversions) as innately weak, credulous souls preyed upon 
by roving missionaries, and the assumed cosmopolitanism 
of the elite means that such a question tends to be a middle 
class affair. This would explain why overwhelmingly middle 
class areas such as Triolet, relatively homogenous, emerge as 
bastions of political conservatism and the bases of groups 
such as the VoH. A parallel can be seen in Plaine Verte, also 
increasingly becoming middle class and homogenous, and 
which now serves as the political bastion of what is little more 
than a fundamentalist outfi t. 

What accounts for the lassitude of the state then? The 
ready answer is vote bank politics. That is only part of the 
explanation. 

A better way would be to keep in mind that such politics 
serve two interrelated interests - fi rstly by accommodating reac-
tionaries of every stripe the political spectrum is shifted sharply 
towards the right. The difference between parties is not based 
upon alternative models of development but upon communal 
identity; which is why our political class is largely silent-until 
the crazies decide to emulate Rambo, that is. The slim pickings 
of identity and communal politics ensure that no real critique 
of the prevalent political economy is formulated, something 
that prevents our economic elite from having sleepless nights. 

The fact that assorted snake oil salesmen need to be cur-
bed is obvious, but that is no reason to allow the red herring 
of conversion politics to devour our secular polity.  For that 
the state must be shaken out of its stupor, and the politicians 
of all parties from their ethno-religious proclivities, to combat 
this vicious species of politics. 

The Jummah mosque is the centre 
of celebrations for festivals associated 
with the Muslim faith. Some of the most 
prominent annual celebrations are:

The Eid Milad un Nabi on the 27th 
of February which celebrates the birth 
date of the Prophet Muhammad. 

Lailat ul Qadr, falling on September 
6th, on which Muslims believe the first 
verses of the Quran were revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad. 

Eid ul Fitr, which celebrates the end 
of the month of the Islamic holy month 
of Ramadan. 

Eid Ul Adha, subject to the lunar 
calendar, which will fall on the 17th of 
November - a commemoration that ce-
lebrates Abraham’s willingness to sacri-
fice his son for God. 

The Muslim New Year according 
to the Islamic lunar calendar which is 
projected to fall on the 7th of Decem-
ber and, on the 16th of December 2010, 
festivities associated with ‘Yaum-e-
Ashura’, a commemoration of the 
Martyrdom of Hussein, Grandson of 
the Prophet Muhammad, as he resisted 
tyranny will be held.  

The Muslim calendar

The fi sh in the ablutions corner are a constant source of attraction for young visitors to the mosque. 

The courtyard of the mosque with its profusion of greenery displays a specifi cally Persian aesthetic infl uence. 
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On Wednesday 20 Oc-
tober, Britain’s coali-
tion government 
announced its spen-

ding plans for the next four years.  
We are taking urgent steps to re-
duce the national debt and deal 
with the fi scal legacy we inherited.  
We have shown that we have the 
resolve and determination to live 
within our means.  And we have 
set out to reinvigorate Britain’s 
diplomatic engagement with the 
world, elevating our links with the 
fastest growing economies and 
championing Britain as a home 
for business and investment. We 
understand that economic reco-
very starts at home, but that we 
have to look beyond our shores 
for new opportunities and new 
partners. 

The scale of the economic 
challenge is formidable. We inheri-
ted one of the largest Budget de-
fi cits in Europe and the G20. But 
we have a clear vision for the future 
of our country. We have chosen to 
spend on the country’s most im-
portant priorities – the health care 
of our people, the education of our 
young, our nation’s security and 
the infrastructure that supports 
our economic growth. We are buil-
ding a fairer and more responsible 
society, with more opportunity 
for people to lift themselves out of 
poverty, and with state support fo-
cused on those who need it most. 
We are reforming public services 
- improving transparency and ac-
countability, giving more power 
and responsibility to citizens and 
enabling sustainable long term im-
provements in services. And we are 
building a stronger economy, with 

more jobs, investment and growth 
for a private sector-led recovery. 
We have protected as far as pos-
sible those areas of public spending 
which matter for economic growth 
and pursued reforms to make these 
more cost-effective. 

We know that we cannot 
have sustainable growth in the 
economy without healthy public 
fi nances.  We have created a new 
independent Offi ce for Budgetary 
Responsibility, so that the power 
to determine the growth and fi s-
cal forecasts now resides with an 
independent body immune to the 
temptations of the political cycle.  
And we have pledged to eliminate 
the UK’s structural defi cit by the 
end of this Parliament, which has 
been welcomed by the Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund as a necessary 
path to ensuring fi scal sustainability 
and a balanced recovery. 

The sixth largest 
economy

Our Spending Review is part 
of an ambitious plan to create a 
business environment that is one 
of the most competitive anywhere 
in the world. We understand that 
the British economy of the future 
must be one that is built on invest-
ment, saving and exports, and are 
determined to use our tough plans 
for fi scal consolidation as a spring-
board for growth and recovery 
through the private sector.   From 
2011 we will gradually reduce cor-
poration tax to 24 per cent, giving 
Britain the lowest in the G7 and 
one of the lowest in the G20.  We 
will reduce the small profi ts rate 

of corporation tax to 20 per cent.  
We will lower capital gains tax for 
entrepreneurs.  And we will cut 
National Insurance contributions 
for employers, extend help to small 
businesses needing to access credit, 
and make Britain the easiest place 
in the world to start a business.  

But let us not forget that 
throughout the recession the UK 
has remained the sixth largest eco-
nomy in the world.  We have one 
of the most fl exible labour mar-
kets in Europe and, according to 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, 
the least number of barriers to 
entrepreneurship in the world.  
Our unrivalled fi nancial services 
industry, our strong skills base, 
our global outlook and orientation, 

our creative talents, our world class 
universities and our central position 
between Asian and American time 
zones all demonstrate that we have 
an open economy and are open for 
business.

Veins and arteries

So we have a strong base 
on which to build. With that in 
mind, we want to inject a new 
commercial focus into our re-
lationship with Mauritius.  Our 
two countries already enjoy a 
deep political, economic and 
cultural link. In fact, this coming 
December will mark the 200th 
anniversary of the beginning 
of formal relations between the 

UK and Mauritius and it is an 
excellent opportunity to refl ect 
on the importance of developing 
this relationship even further. We 
want to continue working with 
you to open up pathways into 
new markets and unlock barriers 
to investment.  We want to build 
a network of strengthened bilate-
ral relationships between Britain 
and Mauritius that can act as the 
veins and arteries along which 
trade can fl ow in both directions 
so our two countries can grow 
and prosper together. 

So we are confi dent that we 
are taking the right steps at home 
and abroad to help economic 
recovery in our own countries, 
and to contribute to a stable and 
prosperous global economy. 

U.K. Spending ReviewU.K. Spending Review
By William Hague, British Foreign Secretary

 British Foreign Secretary William Hague meets with Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam to discuss ways 
of deepening economic cooperation between Britain and Mauritius.  

B
ERLIN: Paul the octopus, who shot to 
fame during this year’s football World 
Cup in South Africa for his fl awless record 
in predicting game outcomes, has died, his 

aquarium in Germany said on Tuesday. 
«Management and staff at the Oberhausen Sea 

Life Centre were devastated to discover that oracle octo-
pus Paul, who achieved global renown during the recent 
World Cup, had passed away overnight,» the aquarium 
said in a sombre statement. 

«Paul amazed the world by correctly predicting the 
winners of all Germany’s World Cup clashes, and then 
of the fi nal,» said Sea Life manager Stefan Porwoll. 

«His success made him almost a bigger story than the 
World Cup itself... We had all naturally grown very fond 
of him and he will be sorely missed,» said Porwoll.

Paul beat the odds during the World Cup by 
correctly forecasting all eight games he was asked to 
predict, including Spain’s 1-0 win over the Nether-
lands in the fi nal. 

For the prediction, two boxes were lowered into 
the salty soothsayer’s tank, each containing a mussel 
and a fl ag of the two opposing teams. 

Watched by a myriad of reporters, Paul would 
head to one box, wrench open the lid and gobble the 
tasty morsel, with the box he plumped for being dee-
med the likely winner. 

Paul’s body is now in cold storage while the aqua-
rium decides «how best to mark his passing.» 

However, Paul’s fans need not despair. The aqua-
rium has already been grooming a successor, to be 
named Paul like his mentor.

«We may decide to give Paul his own small burial 
plot within our grounds and erect a modest permanent 
shrine,» said Porwoll. 

«While this may seem a curious thing to do for a sea 
creature, Paul achieved such popularity during his short 
life that it may be deemed the most appropriate course 
of action.» 

©Times of India
Paul, who accurately predicted the results of world cup matches, 
died at his aquarium home in Germany. 

Paul the ‘psychic’ world cupPaul the ‘psychic’ world cup
octopus diesoctopus dies



L
ONDON: In what 
could be called 
a major security 
breach, Internet 

search engine ‘Google’ has 
admitted spying on com-
puter passwords and en-
tire emails from households 
across Britain.

The California-based 
company has, however, apo-
logised for downloading 
personal data from wireless 
networks when its fl eet of 
vehicles drove down residen-
tial roads taking photos for 
its Street View project, ‘The 
Sunday Telegraph’ reported. 

«It’s clear from those inspec-
tions that while most of the data 
is fragmentary, in some ins-
tances entire emails and URLs 
(web addresses) were captured, 
as well as passwords. 

«We want to delete this data 

as soon as possible, and I would 
like to apologise again for the fact 
that we collected it in the fi rst 
place,» Alan Eustace, Google’s 
Vice-President of engineering 
and research, was quoted as 
saying. 

Millions of Internet users 
have potentially been affected. 
The Information Commis-
sioner’s Offi ce, the privacy 
watchdog, said it would be loo-

king into Google’s admission. 
Images for Street View 

were gathered by vehicle- 
mounted panoramic cameras 
starting in 2008. 

In May this year, Google 
confessed the vehicles had also 
been gathering information 
about the location of wireless 
networks, the devices which 
connect computers to the te-
lecommunications network via 

radio waves. 
Street View pictures were 

taken in the UK, US, Germany 
and other countries. 

Absolutely 
scandalous

Google archived all the ma-
terial it had gathered, which 
included emails being sent by 
private individuals, the web 
pages they were viewing and 
passwords they may have en-
tered as the Street View vehicle 
passed their homes. 

It is believed that only wi-
reless networks that were not 
password-protected were af-
fected, the newspaper said. 

Simon Davies, director of 
Privacy International, said: «It’s 
absolutely scandalous that this 
situation has developed and so 
many people have had their 

communications intercepted.
«The company must launch a 

full inquiry and produce a public 
report on exactly what happened, 
as well as release the audit it has 
already undertaken. There are a 
lot of questions that need to be 
answered about how and why it 
did this.» 

Privacy International 
lodged a complaint with Scot-
land Yard earlier this year 
about Google’s Street View ac-
tivities and offi cers are consi-
dering whether a crime has 
been committed. 

Street View, which allows 
Internet users to examine 
photos of street scenes and 
view close-up images of al-
most every property, attracted 
controversy from the moment 
it was launched in Britain in 
March last year. 

©Times of India
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Sarkozy’s battle against FranceSarkozy’s battle against France
L

ess than one out of three 
French nationals ap-
prove President Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s performance. 

However despite his record low 
popularity and the ongoing street 
protests, he is not backing down 
on the pension reform - the bill 
bringing the age for a minimum 
pension to 62 from 60 and for a 
full pension to 67 from 65 was 
approved by the Senate this week 
and is expected to become law by 
mid-November. 

Mr. Sarkozy’s refusal to un-
lock the negotiations, or his “stub-
bornness”, has a cost of between 
200-400 million euros per day. But 
perhaps more than the material 
damage, it is the image of his go-
vernment that is being irreversibly 
damaged. Everyone in the world 
has been following the massive 
strikes, blockades and demons-
trations and the confrontations 
of young students with the po-
lice. France has not seen any-
thing quite like this since 1968. 

The most important aspect 
of the revolt is the widespread po-
pular support for the strikes, and 
the fact that this support is get-
ting larger and more determined 
throughout France - even though 
the mainstream press (believed to 
be pro-Sarkozy) claims that the 
movement seems to be losing mo-
mentum. This means that despite 
the daily inconveniences affec-
ting public transportation, there 
has been a rise in support for the 
struggle. The breadth and depth of 
the support is way more than the 
3.5 million people who participa-

ted in demonstrations in the main 
cities of France.

It is obvious that the people are 
not willing to give up on the reti-
rement age. There is an agreement 
on this point from both private and 
public sectors. It is interesting to 
link this position with the economic 
indicators that show that there has 
been an enormous increase in pro-
ductivity in France – similar to the 
U.S. According to trade unionists, 
this rise in productivity is equiva-
lent to a big increase in stress and 
exhaustion at work, so pushing 
back the retirement age is unfair. 
“Renault and France Telecom 
witnessed a rise in the number of 
suicides among workers over the-
last two years. So there is a general 
understanding that when you get 
to 60, you’re used up.” 

A drastic change
In France, to get full pension 

benefi ts, you usually have to work 
until you are 65 years old. The early 
retirement age may be 60, but to 
get full benefi ts at that time, you 
have to have been employed pretty 
much non-stop in your adult years 
before that. If you started work late 
because you were unemployed as 
a youth or because there were pe-
riods in your life where you were 
unpaid and didn’t pay the “coti-
sations”, then the pension you’re 
entitled to at 60 is miserable. With 
Sarkozy’s pension reforms, for 
most workers, this age of retire-
ment with a full pension would 
increase to 67 in order to get a full 
pension you can live on.

Among European countries, 
France is still a country where 
there’s the idea that after a life of 
work, you have a right to a pension, 
and you can enjoy some things 
from life. Sarkozy’s reform is a 
drastic change but is in line with 
what is happening in the world. It 
all started in May of this year with 
the debt crisis in Greece. Experts 
claimed back then that the Euro-
pean social lifestyle was a non- sus-
tainable model and that European 
governments would need to take, 
sooner rather than later, the austeri-
ty road. This is exactly what France 
did.  “The European model was desi-
gned after World War II to avoid future 
confl ict within the states. The system 
is known as shared prosperity (...) but 
this welfare state is unaffordable. The 
crisis has made the day of reckoning 
closer by several years in virtually all 
the industrial countries,” stated this 

week Michel Henri, a DC-based 
economist working on France-US 
trade exchanges. 

Yet, Sarkozy is creating a 
much-hated government. Unem-
ployment remains high – espe-
cially among youth. The protest 
against him is not just in Paris; 
it’s everywhere and this raises the 
question: is democracy from be-
low more important than the ins-
titutions of formal democracy like 
Parliament. Where is the power? 
Who decides? 

In the face of this movement, 
Sarkozy is struggling. He knows 
that this is the beginning of a 
crisis for his regime. He is ho-
ping to regain popularity on the 
international scene, especially as 
the chairperson of the powerful 
G20. Can the international im-
pact on  national policies?  Only 
time will tell..... 

Reforms to raise the minimum retirement age have left Sarkozy 
even more unpopular than De Gaulle ever was. 

by Nad SIVARAMEN

Google admits to ‘spying’ Google admits to ‘spying’ 
on British emails, computer passwordson British emails, computer passwords

Google, the mega-search engine, is the target of controversy and 
charges of invading privacy. 
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The dictatorship of violenceThe dictatorship of violence
Being a  tropical  island with 

a relatively small population does 
not confer Mauritius with immu-
nity  from violence .

Some non exhaustive fi gures 
speak for themselves :

1)More than 14000 assaults 
recorded  in a year.Though most 
of them are simple wounds and 
blows ,they remain brutal problem 
solving choices.

2) 1 out of 3 students  involved 
in aggressive acts on the very pre-
mises of schools.

3) More than 3000 casualty 
accidents out of which an average 
of 140 fatalities deplored.

4)More than 2000 divorce 
cases in a year with their lot of 
psychological violence for both 
parents and children .

5)Around 4000 cases of child 
abuse reported since Jan 2010.

 Shocking isn’t-it ?
However man is not violent in 

nature . If that were the case , the 
world would have disappeared  
long ago and it goes without saying 
that our multicultural nation would 

not even have existed !
Yet , taking  our virtuous  in-

born  disposition for granted could 
be hazardous  .

 Evil influences are now  im-
mensely  rife  and they are  turning 
life, which  was meant to be a mantle 
of  love and  togetherness,into a 
ruthless battlefield. 

We can’t allow ourselves to 
die together like bestial morons 
obeying their selfi sh egos,  only be-
cause we have failed to live together 
like brothers !

It is therefore our duty to take 
action against the insiduous dicta-
torship of violence .

To do so, non violence needs to 
be recognised and  promoted as a 
powerful confl ict solving  tool.

It might be quite diffi cult in 
a world which nurtures  a cult of 
brutality .Yet , it is  an unavoidable 
avenue to peace and happiness.

As an humble contribution to 
the promotion of  non violence ,  
the undersigned has been marking  
the international non violence day 
at  Bon Secours RCA since 2008 

with a breathtaking  symbolic white 
balloon launching.

 This year he additionally kic-
ked off a poster campaign during 
the festivities.

300 A3 size posters conceived 
and printed by him enumerate 
some of the basic conditions  nee-
ded for a peaceful  and  fruitful  hu-
man interaction .

They will be displayed in scho-
ols ,social centres ,buses and other 
public places.

It goes without saying that 
truth is a sine qua non  condition 
for  smooth relations among hu-
mans as much as tolerance,respect 
,patience and the need to express 
and share our ideas and feelings 
through dialogue !

During the next few weeks 
,with the invaluable help of the 
Weekly ,the undersigned proposes 
to develop these main themes.

In the meanwhile let’s say yes to  
peace and  non violence by striving 
to be the change we are craving for.

ALAIN JEANNOT

As  a sports enthusiast 
I watched with great 
interest the XIX Com-
monwealth Games 

(CWG), and often with the same 
frenzy as the Indian spectators 
when their contenders won their 
fi rst gold medal in areas untou-
ched so far.

At fi rst, quite upset by the 
controversies on infrastructural 
delays, negative media reports, I 
really started believing the CWG 
were the ‘shame games’  of the 
continent and would not take off 
as scheduled. The crowd booing 
at the Chairperson of the Indian 
CWG Committee during his 
closing ceremony speech was evi-
dence that  things had got pretty 
bad. Some relief now to fi nd 
that  the Indian Government has 
opened up investigations into the 
alleged corruptions and mismana-
gement and intends to  give ‘severe 
and exemplary’ punishment, to 
quote  the Prime minister.

Like everybody, I watched 
in particular the Australians  per-
form, bagging 74 of the 272 gold 
medals. No surprise: ‘they are from 
another sphere’ as one commenta-
tor remarked. They outperformed 
and I know why. Twenty years ago 
I visited the Australian Institute of 
Sport in Canberra and was greatly 
impressed by the state of the art 
training and monitoring facilities. 
I drew the attention of the then 
Sport Minister to the Canberra 
infrastructure and that  there was 
a need for some cooperation in 
the fi eld in order to open up new 
training avenues for our own ath-
letes. But it seems not much has 

happened so far. Today one or two 
medals here and there show that 
our athletics has a long way to go 
yet. If Singapore is our model of 
development, let it be noted that 
it snatched eleven gold medals, 
thus taking eighth place in the 
overall ranking.

A paradigm shift
I was personally amazed by 

the Indian contenders grabbing  
a second place at the end of the 
games beating  the English, the 

Canadians and the South Afri-
cans. When you think of Indian 
sport, you have but cricket in 
mind, quite a lopsided sport 
culture for a second most popu-
lated country of the world!

I think the XIX CWG should 
bring a paradigm shift in Indian 
national sport policy.  The frenzy 
and outburst of the Indian crowd 
when gold was won for the fi rst 
time in the 4x400 relay for women 
(noticed by Lord Sebastian Coe, 
former Olympic champion),the 
gold for badminton that shot up 

India as overall best second per-
former, all this indeed charged the 
Indian spirit with new energy to cut 
itself a still better place in future.

Besides the $6.8 billion injec-
ted in the infrastructure, the big-
gest budget ever earmarked for 
CWG, should wake up Indian 
sport policy makers who should 
now diversify their sports and set 
new targets for Glasgow in 2014 
and the Olympics in 2012.

Down here , the road in ath-
letics is long with quite  a few big 
obstacles too. The sport culture is 

still not entrenched in our lifestyle. 
A few unproductive hours in the 
school curriculum, with no buyers 
for the ‘Sport Etude’ programme, 
the academic bias persisting , in-
frastructure still lacking in high 
tech training and monitoring fa-
cilities to elicit the best of skills and 
competencies , in short a coherent 
sport programme touching diffe-
rent age groups for a fi nal out-
come on the international scene is 
still a fl imsy reality.

Pramila MOHABEER

The colourful opening ceremony  delighted spectators at this year’s games in Delhi, prepared as they had been for disaster.

Waste IncinerationWaste Incineration
I refer to the article “Waste Inci-
nerator – Bonfire of Contestation” 
by Nicholas Rainer published in 
the 22nd October 2010 issue of 
l’express Weekly.

It was quite surprising to read that Gamma Energy says 
that its financial models show that the La Chaumière plant 
will produce 16MW of electricity in its first year, with Mr 
Tommy Ah-Teck reaffirming that no auxiliary fuel would 
be used. One is forced to ask: does Gamma Energy really 
know how much electricity will be produced in the first 
year, and in subsequent years? This question is warran-
ted because Gamma Energy’s legal representative, Anwar 
Moollan admitted at a hearing before the Environment Ap-
peal Tribunal in November 2009 that the proposed Waste 
to Energy plant can only produce 7MW of electricity in 
its first year. Mr Moollan was unable to say when the said 
plant would be able to deliver the amount promised in the 
EIA: 20MW. Why such dissonance? And what are we now 
supposed to believe? 20MW, 16MW or 7MW?

Adi TEELOCK
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An apple a day]

Since its development in 1897, aspirin has be-
come the world’s most widely used drug, with 
about 100 billions tablets of aspirin being 
swallowed every year. Aspirin is commonly 

used to ease rheumatism, to treat fever, pain, neural-
gia, migraines and many other minor illnesses. Acetyl 
salycilic acid, the active ingredient in aspirin, is a 
synthetic compound of salicin which occurs naturally 
in plants. During the past decades, extensive research 
has been carried out on the drug and it was found 
that aspirin could be used for treating conditions other 
than aches and pains.

It has been proven that aspirin is a blood thinner. It can be 
used to decrease the risks of developing blood clots in different 
diseases, one of them being preeclampsia in the pregnant wo-
man. Preeclampsia is a condition whereby the uterus receives 
less blood and therefore leads to poor growth and oxygenation 
of the growing foetus. If aspirin is taken, the blood becomes 
thinner and circulates more easily. 

Another condition which could be treated by aspirin is the 
“economy class syndrome”.  Clots may be formed in the leg 
veins due to immobility during long-haul fl ights and it can be 
fatal if the clot dislodges and moves to the pulmonary artery. 
Aspirin can help avoid this problem.

A stroke is a condition which occurs due to the lack of oxy-
gen in a region of the brain and it can lead either to reversible 
or irreversible paralysis or even death. About 80% of strokes 
are caused by the occlusion of a cerebral artery by a clot (is-
chemic stroke) and the remainder are caused by the rupture 
of a cerebral blood vessel (haemorrhagic stroke).

Diabetes leads to the thickening of the walls of arteries and 
as, a result, blood circulation becomes more diffi cult and often-
times it may lead to clots. In such cases, aspirin can be used in 
the primary prevention of strokes and cardiac death in diabetic 
patients aged above 50. Below this age, if the patients have at 
least two risk factors such as obesity, hypertension and smoking 
for instance, aspirin is also advisable. 

In patients with atherosclerotic plaques in the coronary or 
carotid circulation, aspirin is a must. It is likewise in patients 
who have had strokes and myocardial infarctions, undergone 
coronary surgery or have symptomatic coronary heart disease 
(e.g. angina). Aspirin is one of the drugs recommended as se-
condary prevention. Aspirin intake should be accompanied 
with a change in lifestyle and stopping smoking to reduce the 
patient’s overall risks of further cardiovascular events. For both 
primary and secondary preventions, your doctor should advise 
you on the dosage and frequency.

A small tip which could be a life saver: if one feels chest 
compression or suspects a heart attack, he or she can place a 
low dose of aspirin tablet under the tongue before rushing to 
the emergencies. 

There are however certain contraindications regarding as-
pirin. It is a known fact that it can irritate the stomach lining 
and cause bleeding. Persons suffering from peptic ulcers or 
gastritis should seek medical advice before taking the drug. 
There is also a higher risk of bleeding when taking the medi-
cation with alcohol or warfarin. Those suffering from haemo-
philia or other bleeding tendencies should abstain from aspirin 
and other salicylates and so should patients who have had blee-
ding complications in the eyes or a haemorrhagic stroke.  It is 
worth mentioning here that aspirin should not be prescribed to 
children or adolescents due to the link with Reye’s syndrome. 

Although aspirin is a hundred year old molecule, it is cheap 
and helps save millions of lives around the world. All its myste-
ries are yet to be revealed and studies are still being carried out 
to demonstrate that aspirin can help in reducing the incidence 
of other diseases such as bowel cancer for instance. 

Aspirin
 the  wonder 

drug

By Dr. Cassam HINGUN

CARTOONSCARTOONS

Not so innocent after all....Not so innocent after all....

“EVERYTHING the 
light touches, is our kingdom.” 
Or so thought our colonisers! 
While the physical presence of 
the colonisers might have been 
erased, their imperialistic ef-
fects are clearly still embedded 
within us. Popular culture of-
ten has more of an impact on 
us than we would assume and 
a big part of this culture is that 
of fi lm. 

What is often ignored is the 
effect of popular culture on our 
children. They tend to be the 
more impressionable during 
their formative years, which 
means that cultural infl uence 
plays a major role in their identi-
ty construction. But what exact-
ly is popular culture teaching 
our younger counterparts?

One enterprise that would 
have a big infl uence on our 
youth is that of Disney. Disney 
has long held the tradition of 
adapting fairy tales for a youn-
ger audience. This trend actual-
ly started with the Victorians 
who decided to censor the more 
blatant oral versions. Not many 
people realise that Sleeping 
Beauty was not woken with 
only a kiss, but in fact returned 
to her kingdom pregnant!

When Orientalism is used 
to critically see what is really 
shown to us in movies, cer-
tain disconcerting affects arise. 
What is becoming more and 
more common today is the idea 

of the “sand nigger.” The pre-
judiced against the black man 
has been replaced by the Arab, 
especially in America. 

So let us look at the contro-
versial Sinbad: Legend of the 
Seven Seas. The legend of Sin-
bad originates from the Arabian 
Nights collection. But where are 
the Arabs in the fi lm? What of 
the Arabic myths and legends? 
In fact, the Arabic sense of the 
original tale has been com-
pletely over-ridden by that of 
Greek Mythology.

Bumbling buffoons
Eris is the Greek goddess 

of chaos and a Greek kingdom 
is portrayed. Could it be that a 
return to the original tale would 
decrease box offi ce ratings? 
With the rising anti-Arab sen-
timents, it would not be a far-
fetched idea to say so. 

So one culture has been 
completely erased by the other. 
But even when Arabic culture is 
portrayed, it is often not done in 
a positive light. Such examples 
can be found in the Disney 
classic, Aladdin. Why does the 
Arabic Aladdin have an Ame-
rican accent? We need to align 
ourselves with the protagonist 
in order to identify with him 
and see the movie through his 
gaze. The Arabs that look spefi -
cally Arab however, are shown 
to be bumbling buffoons, such 

as Jasmine’s father.
A common theme 

throughout Aladdin is that of 
dismemberment. Yes it is true 
that such punishments are en-
forced in the Middle East. But 
the lines in the opening song 
tend to show this differently: 
“Where they cut off your ear 
if they don’t like your face; it’s 
barbaric, but hey it’s home!” 
Trivial reason for dismembe-
ring even if we don’t agree with 
the idea of chopping off hands 
and feet as punishment for 
breaking the law.

A fi nal example is that of 
The Lion King. Where are the 
African people? Africa is shown 
to us through the stereotypical 
coloniser’s view as the “exotic.” 
Although it is worth mentioning 
that today’s animated features 
try to move past these stereo-
types. Such as Madagascar 2 
where people are shown, even 
if they are tourists being driven 
by a black man.

What is common in all these 
fi lms is the fact that they are ai-
med at children and so can be 
seen to be quite dangerous in 
the development of the youn-
ger generation. If the animated 
movies we grew up with have 
clearly failed to embed good va-
lues into us, what is the “Whole 
New World” that our next gene-
ration will construct?

Nadia Rasaala DOSSA
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Dan bwa ki ena dibwa - When it rains, it pours
This old expression is so seldom used that many youngsters though they know the expression, are not too sure of its meaning.
It’s usually said in a smug tone, with a knowing smile, a nod and a raise of an eyebrow. 

NR
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Kreol korner]

His modesty is genuinely dis-
concerting. Leave all the forma-
lities behind and forget the title. 
Nick, as he insists on being called, 
can live without the “Your Ex-
cellency” he has worked so hard 
to deserve. “It feels strange,” he 
says, with a touch of humility. “I 
grew up with a name and that’s 
all I need.”

Nick Leake represents a 
new generation of diplomats. 
Perhaps one of the new faces 
of Britain. Young and energetic, 
good-looking and quick-wiitted 
with an unmistakable British 
sense of humour, what is most 
striking about Nick is his broad 
knowledge of the world. And this 
is no accident.

Originally from Whitley Bay, 
near Newcastle in North East En-
gland, he studied European Law 
at the University of Warwick be-
fore he went on to read German 
law in German at the University 
of Saarbruecken in Germany, 
and French law in French at the 
University of Lille in France! 
Equipped with so much legal 
and linguistic richness, it is little 
wonder that Nick has reinforced 
his knowledge of the world and 
openness to others.  

 The amount of travelling he 
engaged in after graduating could 

not have hurt either. Though he 
started work in the Foreign Of-
fi ce in London, he moved on to 
Budapest and Brussels and later 
to Sofi a where he was Deputy 
Ambassador immediately before 
his posting to Port Louis. 

While working in the Com-
mission for Africa, he travelled 
extensively in that continent, 
which he talks about with a lot of 
affection. 

Optimism of the 
Mauritian people

His hobbies? Cricket of 
course, though he has had to 
put an end to that after a car 
accident. He has, nonetheless, 
not given up sports: he is now 
a keen hobby cyclist and is even 
contemplating starting golf as 
soon as he feels old enough…

Nick and his partner, Oana 
Maria, a Roumanian national, 
have only been in Mauritius for 
six weeks but they already feel at 
home. “The cultural diversity of 
Mauritius gives the place a dy-
namic energy which I fi nd exci-
ting,” he says. “It’s great to come 
to a multi-cultural place where the 
different communities bring their 
own contribution to Mauritius’ 

unique identity, while maintaining 
social harmony.”

But more than this, what 
makes Mauritius attractive to fo-
reigners and investors alike is, ac-
cording to Nick, at least partly, the 
optimism of the Mauritian people.  
“Coming from Eastern Europe, 
where some people tended to 
look for reasons why something 
could not be done, it is inspiring 
to hear Mauritians talk about their 
vision and what they are going to 
achieve. History suggests that 
Mauritians deliver on what they 
say, too!” 

 Will they also deliver on their 
statement that they will get the 
Chagos back? It is Nick’s hope 
that “we can promote dialogue. 
For example, the fi rst world lea-
der that Foreign Secretary William 
Hague saw at his Carlton Gardens 
residence was Mauritian Prime 
Minister Ramgoolam. I think this 
clearly indicates the importance 
that my new government attaches 
to our relationship.” 

Nick’s promise to Mauri-
tians? “The High Commission 
will continue to work with the 
Chagossian community here.” 
Well, all the best, Your Excellency. 
Sorry about using the title ! 

Touria PRAYAG

The new face of Britain

Nick Leake, British High  Commissioner.
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