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Editorial ]

WWith the visit of Mrs. Diane Palmer from 
Cambridge, some lobbies started raising 
their heads again. “We have to do away with 
Cambridge and go for our own exams,” 

they proclaimed. These demands are not entirely illegi-
timate. And welcome they would have been in a country 
where we have full trust in our institutions. But do we?

Without going into the difference between perception and 
reality and without surveying all our institutions, let’s stick to 
the educational sector. And, without going too far back, let’s 
look at last week alone, the week when children were admitted 
to primary schools. 

The euphoria which must have been experienced by many 
parents whose children were accepted in the so-called star schools, 
in areas where you would never catch them living, contrasted with 
the feelings of many disappointed families whose children live in 
the catchment area but were denied these schools. And the pheno-
menon is nothing new. Year in and year out, it is the same folklore. 
And year in and year out, the successive ministers of Education 
have been looking the other way. Yet, it is so easy to control: fi nd 
the culprits, send a strong message and everybody will toe the line. 

Of course, those of us who have been in education for any 
length of time know that a child whose parents have a minimum 
level of education learns substantially more at home in the early 
stages than he does at school no matter in which area the school 
is. Educators also know that a child who grows up in an envi-
ronment where all problems are solved through a phone call will 
not develop a culture of self-reliance and hard work as easily as 
one who learns from a very early age that s/he has to work for 
everything s/he gets. And it is no secret for anyone that our chil-
dren acquire their learning from what we do rather than from 
what we preach and that when our words are not supported by 
acts, we end up sending confl icting messages which may put 
the child in a situation of extreme confusion. 

Still, hundreds of parents every year falsify their bills and use 
all their contacts so that their children can sit on school benches 
destined for other children who will be sent to less prestigious 
schools to make room for them. 

More than the difference that a school might or might not 
make in the life of a child, it is the sense of injustice that a child 
learns to feel from a very early age which is intolerable. And ins-
tead of addressing these problems fi rst and giving a general sense 
of equity, we look the other way and try to show how much we 
care for the underprivileged by locking them into a linguistic sys-
tem we would never opt for when it comes to our own children. 

If I cannot trust a system at the beginning of the cycle; if 
some get what they do not deserve at the start of their pri-
mary education; if phone calls continue to move mountains, 
why should I trust that things will be any different at any other 
level? So until things change, let Cambridge continue. They are 
objective. They are fair. And they give us the international reco-
gnition that we need. The minister of Education himself argues, 
“To maintain trust, we cannot ‘Mauritianise’ exams.” I couldn’t 
agree more. But what will the minister do for us to maintain the 
same trust in the fairness of our own educational system? 
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When everyone 
looks the other away
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Crime and punishment
Are harsher sentences Are harsher sentences 
for rape justifi ed?for rape justifi ed?

[ I N T E R V I E W
I have stated loud and 
clear that devaluation is 
not the solution. It will 

never be. 
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Rundheersing Bheenick

Governor of the Bank of Mauritius



Ile Courts 
Film Festival

Several fi lms will be projected as 
part of the international short fi lm festi-
val of Mauritius, Ile Courts, which opens 
on Thursday 7th October. The opening 
event will be held at the former ABC 
Cinema in Rose Hill at 8pm, and will 
include fi lms like Baraz by Gaston Valaydon. 
Also on 7th and 8th October, at the Institut Français de Maurice, you can 
catch a variety of fi lms for all ages. At 9am, you can see seven fi lms for 
children aged six to ten. At 10.30am, catch nine short fi lms produced for 
children aged ten to fi fteen, including Big Buck Bunny, a Dutch fi lm about 
the revenge of a giant rabbit. And at noon, fi ve French fi lms will be shown, 
for an audience aged 15 to 25. And on 8th October only at 8pm, catch 
three short fi lms by Jacques Tati. Places are limited. Make your reservations 

by calling the Institut Français de Maurice on 467 4222. 

Nature Walk
A nature walk, organised by the Tourism Employees 

Welfare Fund will be held on Sunday 3rd October to 
promote a healthy lifestyle in touch with nature. The 
event is being held in line with World Tourism Day, 
which was observed on 27th September and this year 
under the theme “Tourism and Biodiversity”. The 
walk is open to the public, and will begin at 9am at the 
football ground of Mon Choisy to head to Grand Bay 

public beach. 

On TV: 
Cold Mountain

The fi lm “Cold Mountain” 
is must-see for any movie lover. 
It stars Jude Law, Nicole Kidman 
and Renée Zellweger and will be 
shown tonight on Téva at 8.10pm. 
This 2003 war drama was written 
and directed by Anthony Minghel-
la. It is based on the best selling novel of the same title by Charles Frazier. 
The fi lm tells the story of a wounded deserter from the Confederate army, 
close to the end of the American Civil War who is on his way to return to 
the love of his life, Ada Monroe. Cold Mountain opened to great reviews 
from critics and won several major awards. It was also a success at the box 
offi ce, earning more than double its budget worldwide.

Playground
Join DJ Assad at Domaine Anna, Flic en 

Flac, on Saturday 9th October, as 9p.m. The event, 
entitled Playground, will include star DJs, three dance 

fl oors, amazing light and sound effects, and a fashion show 
as from 10.30pm. You can contact 2172288 or 2173288 
for the free shuttle service. Call Otayo on 466 9999 for 
information and reservations. 

Reminder : Nostalgie 
80-90

Join in “Nostalgie 80-90”, a show or-
ganised by Geda Music at the Mahatma 
Gandhi Institute, Moka on Saturday 9th 
October at 8pm. Performers will include 
Denis Azor, with his famous sega ‘Alalila’, Mar-
celino Chaton, with the hit sega ‘Alimé Difé’ and many more. 
The show will also include dancers from the group Mo Mam Twa, led by 
Norah Françoise. Tickets are available at Rézo Otayo at Rs.500, Rs.400 
and Rs.250. Call 466 9999 for information and reservations. 
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Off with their Taxes !

As the pre-budget consul-
tations continue, an interesting 
but all too predictable demand 
has surfaced. Representatives 
from the Association of Trust 
and Management Companies 
put forward a number of pro-
posals, the foremost of which 
was a reduction in the rate of 
income taxation.  

This is the latest in a trend 
that has fast gained momen-
tum in Mauritius. Corporate 
Taxes, boasted the erstwhile 
Finance minister Sithanen in 
his last budget presentation, 
had been brought down from 
nearly 30 to 15%. 

The assumption behind 
all these tax-cuts is the famed 
“Trickle Down” economic 
paradigm that has guided our 
development ever since Reagan 
and Thatcher charmed our po-
liticians in the eighties. 

The justifi cation of such 
measures, according to its 
classical as well as contempo-
rary Mauritian proponents, 
is that higher taxes would di-
sincentivize our top earners 
from working harder or taking 
risks. Therefore, lower taxes 
would allow us to maintain 
high growth rates and breeze 
through this crisis without so 
much as an afterthought. This 
charmingly simplistic view 
seems plausible on the surface 
and is echoed by a cacophony 
of business interests and in-
ternational institutions, which 
makes it seem anything but il-
logical. But is it supported by 
any actual empirical evidence?  

If, as advocates of tax-cuts 
state, lower pay translates into 
less work, then the opposite 

should also be true. Last cen-
tury’s rise in real wages, ac-
cording to the theory, should 
be complemented by a similar 
rise in working hours.  The 
converse is true; working hours 
have actually decreased signifi -
cantly. Or consider for example 
that in Japan, executives earn 
roughly one-fi fth of their Ame-
rican counterparts and pay 
much higher taxes on income 
but work just as long, and with 
greater effi ciency. 

Secondly, at a time when 
we are facing a growing bud-
get defi cit, the logical thing 
to do would be to attempt to 
marshall all sources of revenue 
to plug it. Yet, precisely at this 
time, we are told to cut taxes 
for those at the top rung of the 
economic ladder.  For those 
who think that eviscerating one 
of the largest sources of reve-
nue for the state to fund social 
services under the subterfuge 
of defi cit reduction is unsound 
economics, the acolytes for big 
capital have an answer ready: 
the higher rates of growth that 
would result from slashing 
taxes would lead to increased 
revenue, compensating for 
any short-term defi cits that 
will arise. 

Sounds seductive. In-
deed, for many of our politi-
cal and economic mandarins, 
ever ready to release a volley 
of percentage points to their 
increasingly impoverished 
constituencies, it is. Evidence, 
however, is a hard mistress 
to placate.  The Economists 
Alberto Alesina and Dani 
Rodrick conducted a study 
in 2007 using data from the 

World Bank and the Orga-
nization for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
and a sample of 65 industrial 
nations. Their conclusion was, 
quite logically, the opposite. 
Those countries where grea-
ter shares of national income 
went to the top 5 percent and 
the top 20 percent of earners 
displayed much slower rates 
of growth as opposed to where 
the opposite obtained. 

The dysfunction between 
inequality, associated with 
higher income incentives, and 
economic growth is histori-
cally verifi ed: In the decades 
following the Second World 
War, when income inequality 
was relatively low (and cor-
porate and income taxes were 
the highest in its history), we 
witnessed extremely high rates 
of growth. America during the 
fi fties would be a case in point. 
After 1973, with a rise in ine-
quality and income disparities, 
this same America witnessed a 
halving of the growth rate ra-
ther than a surge. 

Rather than a panacea of 
fi scal growth and responsibi-
lity, all Reagan and his dog-
ma about tax cuts have given 
us are the economic shambles 
we see before our eyes. 

The question to ask then 
is this: what makes our rulers 
so impervious to the expe-
riences of others, and why do 
they take "trickle down" eco-
nomics so seriously? Is it not 
an ideological subterfuge by a 
couple of fat cats looking for a 
handout? 

Iqbal Ahmed KHAN

The Finance minister, Pravin Jugnauth, with Louis Rivalland at pre-budgetary consultations this week.



The minister of Foreign Affairs, Arvin Boolell is seen here addressing the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. In his speech, which focused on Chagos, Minister Boolell 
said that the government of Mauritius has decided not to recognize the existence of the 
Marine Protected Area created by the British government, as it infringes the sovereignty 
of Mauritius over the archipelago, including Diego Garcia. He also called for the United 
Kingdom to take the necessary measures for the Chagos Archipelago to be returned to 
Mauritius without conditions. Minister Boolell announced that the regional ministerial 
conference on piracy would be held in Mauritius on the 6th and 7th October, in colla-
boration with the European Union, the Indian Ocean Commission and the COMESA. 

The 12 Ukrainians on board  the captured 
MV Lugela should consider themselves very 
lucky. Either there was some ransom quickly 
paid to the Somali pirates or the pirates panic-
ked - which is quite unusual. 

According to a French military offi cial, who 
is currently involved in tracking down pirates off 
the Maldives and in the Gulf of Aden, the crew 
is advised, in case of a hijackers’ attack, to lock 
themselves in a safe room, disable the engines 
and send a distress alert. The Greek owners of 
the MV Lugela (which was fl ying the colors 
of Panama) insist that the crew followed these 
procedures and that’s why they have not been 
harmed, and that the ship was released. Howe-
ver, other reports indicate that at some point, the 
Greek operators were trying to negotiate with 
the pirates to let the vessel go. 

It is a known fact that Somali pirates have 
been seizing ships for ransom for several years – 
the surge started in 2007. The vessels are usually 
taken to the Somali coast where they are held 
until money is paid. The negotiations, always 
in camera, can take months though. On some 
occasions, the ransom, always in 100-dollar bills, 
is delivered to the hijacked vessels via air-drops.

In the case of MV Lugela, the situation 
is not quite clear. “Without any hostages 
and without any control on the vessel, they 
might have chosen to fl ee as opposed to 
being arrested,” commented our source. 
The foreign ministry in Kiev issued a sta-
tement saying that “the crew did not allow 
the pirates to change course for the So-
mali coast (…) after two days aboard an 
uncontrollable ship, the pirates fi nally gave 
up and abandoned it.”

During the fi rst six months of 2010, the 
International Maritime Bureau has already 
registered nearly 30 hijackings off the coast of 
Somalia or in the Gulf of Aden. The Lugela, 
transporting steel from Egypt to Mauritius, was 

the latest one to be seized last Saturday. 
Even though foreign naval powers have 

deployed dozens of warships since 2008 in 
a bid to secure the Gulf and the oil route, the 
Somali pirates have continued to thrive on the 
seas. They have gradually extended their area of 
operations, seizing ships as far east as the Mal-
dives’ and the Seychelles’ territorial waters and 
as far south as the Mozambique Canal to hold 
them to ransom.

If international naval missions can safe-
guard the vessels to some extent, the millions 
of dollars that ship owners pay to pirates in 
order to free their vessels constitute, to a much 
larger extent, a stimulus (package) for the So-
malis to pursue their criminal activities which 
are linked to human traffi cking, terrorism and 
money laundering.

In 2008, there were many confl icting re-
ports about the value of the ransom paid to free 
the Sirius Star, the enormous Saudi oil tanker 
and its cargo of two million barrels of oil, accor-
ding to a BBC investigation. The exact amount 
is not known, but is estimated to be in millions 
of dollars…

 Normally, the navies in the Somali waters 
are fully aware of what goes on; they have spy 
drones and they are watching the hijacked ves-
sels. However, it is unsure whether there’s any 
coordination between the ransom payers and 
the navies… 

Some experts consider piracy, as well as kid-
napping for ransom, as an “alternative source 
of terrorism fi nancing.” The recent abduction 
of fi ve French nationals, one Togolese and one 
Malagasy in Niger by the Al Qaeda’s Islamic 
Maghreb terrorist group (AQIM) highlights 
this trend in Africa. 

It is estimated that the kidnap-for-
ransom business in the Sahel region 
alone,has put at least $65 million in the 
coffers of AQIM since 2005. More than 

90% of the group’s funding derives from 
this single fi nancial source. The rest comes 
from drug traffi cking and donations. The 
Somali pirates are following the same pat-
tern in their game plans. 

This week, Britain took aim at the wides-
pread but little publicized practice of paying 
ransoms to groups to win the release of kidnap 
victims. “We believe that we must act to prevent 
kidnap ransoms to become a signifi cant source 
of terrorist fi nance,” Foreign Secretary William 
Hague told a U.N. Security Council meeting 
on terrorism. 

Few governments or ship owners admit to 
paying ransoms, but money is widely believed 
to change hands in many cases.

The second Regional Ministerial 
Conference on Piracy, scheduled on 7-8 
October, in Mauritius, is a great step 
toward a Regional Maritime Strategy, 
especially to coordinate international re-
sources, but will it take up the responsi-
bility to focus on the lifelines of pirates? 
The crucial money issue and the goals 
towards which these funds are utilized 
in the region should be considered in the 
Action Plan against pirates…

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
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By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

UPCOMING 
REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE
Ransoms: 
A Lifeline 
for Pirates

Captured pirates under military surveillance.

Light corner ]
Wonderful defi nitions
● CIGARETTE: 

A pinch of tobacco rolled in paper with fi re at one 
end and a fool at the other

● LECTURE: 
An art of transmitting Information from the notes of 
the lecturer to the notes of students without passing 
through the minds of either

● CONFERENCE: 
The confusion of one man multiplied by the number 
present

● COMPROMISE: 
The art of dividing a cake in such a way that eve-
rybody believes he got the biggest piece

● TEARS: 
The hydraulic force by which masculine will power is 
defeated by feminine water-power!

● DICTIONARY: 
A place where divorce comes before marriage

● CONFERENCE ROOM: 
A place where everybody talks, 
nobody listens and everybody 
disagrees later on



Where 
dinosaurs roam

Government by knee-jerk. That, in a nutshell, 
is how the business of running this country 
seems to be conducted. The cycle is all too 
predictable: (insert incident here) happens, 

minister promises reforms, nothing happens. Some 
would argue that I’m cherry-picking; that things are 
happening. And they are. The only problem is that, 
more often than not, they’re far removed from what 
much of the population needs and desires. How did 
this profound disconnect separating those who govern 
and those who are governed come to be? 

The simple answer is that the ruling class is simply 
too ill-equipped to deal with the challenges of the day. 
Take the minister of Tourism, for instance. One day 
he’s talking about the need to balance tourism deve-
lopment and environmental concerns and the next he 
announces that we’re going to be building more golf 
courses. As a water-stressed country, that’s probably 
the last thing we need. This is but one tiny example of 
how a lack of a meaningful plan forces us to promote 
initiatives that are in direct contradiction with what 
our long-term objectives (sustainable tourism) and in-
terests (water for the population) should be. National 
unity? We can’t even achieve sectoral unity.  

Unfortunately, this myopia is often willful. After all, 
how can our decision-makers expect to make the right 
decisions if they never ask the people what they want? 
The cynic will answer, of course, that those in power 
are too beholden to certain economic and sectarian in-
terests to even bother pretending that they care about 
what we think. As their decisions are not really justi-
fiable to those who voted for them, they end up ruling 
by fiat rather than consensus. The situation’s not that 
bad but it’s getting there. More important, there’s not 
really any alternative in sight, which means we’ll keep 
entrusting our future to career politicians rather than 
people who have a track record in actually managing 
something. “Plus ça change…”

That’s alright though, because older generations 
have a ready-made solution. For them, young people 
must get involved in politics in order to destroy the 
system from within. Given that those very generations 
stood idly by while that very same system was stripped 
of any semblance of integrity, it looks like a case of 
them wanting to pass the buck. Thanks, but no thanks. 
That’s not the only problem, though. Politics – from 
party financing all the way to the illusion of a multi-
party system - is rotten to the extent that it will vitiate 
any fresh young minds that dare so much as glance at 
its heart of darkness. Still it’s kind of them to want to 
donate their luggage. 

Ultimately, this meta-reality (for that’s what it is) 
will only become assailable once these dinosaurs cease 
to terrorize the political landscape with their issues, 
hang-ups and insecurities. The question is: will they 
go after a protracted period of strife like the ice age or 
a comet-induced bang? Moreover, the sectarian and 
economic interests that corrupted them will continue 
to exert their dark arts in the hope of prevailing until 
the end of time. These will have to be dealt with decisi-
vely when the time comes. In the meantime, the youn-
ger generations must arm themselves with knowledge, 
experience and tolerance. But politics? It’s not worth 
it. Not yet, not by a long shot. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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Second-hand Second-hand 
freshnessfreshness

For those paying attention, 
we live in exciting and dangerous 
times. Economic meltdowns, han-
douts for the rich, protests in Eu-
ropean capitals, never-ending little 
desert wars, dictators and auto-
crats galore. A heady brew topped 
off with enriched uranium from 
Iran and North Korea. In an era 
defi ned by pragmatic rather than 
ideological statesmen, the worth 
of a government is best judged by 
its reaction to events and circums-
tances often not of its own choo-
sing, its ability to change long-held 
assumptions where empirical evi-
dence exists to the contrary and 
its ability to learn from friends and 
foes alike. 

The overarching narrative that 
obtains in our current situation has 
to be the turmoil that marinated in 
decades of exclusionary neo-libe-
ral economics, and which exploded 
with the economic meltdown in 

2008 and left emperor and econo-
mist alike without clothes. Different 
countries have coped in different 
ways to a shaken economic order. 
But where does the Mauritian 
political class stand according to 
the standards outlined above? To 
do justice to such a judgment, we 
must turn to other countries that 
particularly enamour our politi-
cians and see what they have learnt 
from them, or if they have learnt 
anything at all.

In the U.S, knee-deep in 
debt to China, the petro-dollar 
sheikhdoms of the Middle East 
and Mexico, the economic crash 
has opened the fl ood gates to 
all manner of antics. Obama is 
already being dismissed as a lame 
duck one-term president. Thanks 
to his compromising stances on 
healthcare reform, fi nance reform, 
the Afghan imbroglio and jibes at 
his own liberal support base (the 
‘professional left’ as Robert Gibbs 
termed them) any attempts at un-
doing the damage of the Bush-era 
tax cuts, defi cit ballooning, out-
sourcing and privatizing era are 
being fi ercely contested by a re-in-
vigorated Republican Party. (You 
know; the crazy one) and their 
‘tea-party’ allies. Their solution to 
reduce the defi cit you ask? Cut 
Taxes for the rich! 

But let’s give credit where cre-
dit is due; the largest defi cits in U.S 
economic history were actually re-
corded at the end of the Reagan, 
Bush Père and Bush-II terms. All 
Republicans and dyed in the wool 
neoliberals. Hardly sound fi nancial 
management.

In India, the story begins, as in 

Anahita, an IRS development 
in Mauritius

The Gateway of India in Mumbai
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so many other places, with a little 
known economist being parachu-
ted in as a Finance minister on the 
orders of the IMF. This was in re-
turn for monetary assistance to res-
cue a nearly bankrupt Narsimha 
Rao government in 1991. That 
humble minister in question was 
none other than the present Prime 
minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. 

The Economic Policy that 
the IMF ordained was narrowly 
passed, with the erstwhile Nar-
simha Rao government rescued 
from internal dissolution only by 
bribing a couple of MPs represen-
ting tribal areas. (The MPs were 
jailed later of course but the policy 
prevailed- a species of scape goa-
ting that we have seen in our own 
not-too-distant past) 

Thus appropriately began 
India’s infatuation with neo-libera-
lism and the dismantling of whate-
ver vestige remained of Gandhian/
Nehruvian Socialism. 

The fruits of this path are 
there for all to see. More than two 
decades of an exclusionary eco-
nomic growth model have led to 
India becoming a rich man’s poor 
country. For those whose frames 
of reference are the glitzy new 
shopping malls for the Nouveau 
Riche, or the tacky Bollywood 
numbers shot in Switzerland and 
Mauritius (!) the UNICEF re-
port in 2007 that stated that child 
Malnourishment in India (47%) is 
double that of sub-Saharan Africa 
(24%) would have surely come 
as a shock. (UNICEF would be 
well-advised to alter its posters. 
Mogadishu and Addis Ababa are 
out- Bombay is in) 

Paradoxically, this nose-dive 
took place largely in the nineties 
and 2000s, just as India was busy 
polishing its “India Shining” image, 
the luster of which is kept untainted 
by that “other” India that raises its 
pesky, emaciated face every now 
and then.  

But China is the place to be, 
ideologically speaking that is. 
Nowhere has the rift between Neo-
liberal acolytes and their detractors 

been bitterer. 

The Thatcherite adventure that 
began in China during the 80s is 
now under attack as never before. 
Economic growth based on cheap 
labour (and hence, cheap exports) 
has also led to social stratifi cation 
on a scale and speed unparalleled 
in Asia. Regional imbalances have 
left the old “rust belt” of North-
Eastern and Western China far 
behind. 

These have not gone unno-
ticed. Unemployment in China in 
2009 was at its highest levels since 
1949. The poorly paid factory 
workers, actually peasants forced 
by circumstances and the avarice 
of property developers to abandon 
their farms, have displayed levels of 
mass unrest that the Communists 
are quite simply not accustomed to.

 In a stunning irony that would 
have old Marx weeping in the 
grave, it is the Chinese proletarian 
that seeks to emulate the Indian 
peasant, with threats of suicide and 
self-immolation, a routine occur-
rence at gate meetings and strikes. 

Naturally, this has raised a se-
rious rift within the Communist 
Party between the current lea-
dership  leading the leftists and the 
“Comrade Capitalists” patronized 
by the erstwhile leader Jiang Ze-
min. The negative social effects of 
the Deng and Jiang days are being 
recognized and the medicine is 
quite the opposite of what we have 
witnessed elsewhere.  

Property bubbles such as 
Shanghai are being capped 
through price ceilings so ordinary 
Chinese can actually afford homes 
there. To boost employment, the 
government has embarked on an 
infrastructure development spree, 
taxes on farmers have been eased 
considerably, a domestic market as 
opposed to a purely export-based 
model is being encouraged to 
emerge and a higher property tax 
is envisaged in the next fi ve-year 
plan beginning in 2011. 

Here, we have three different 
ways of dealing with essentially 
the same problem -a failed eco-
nomic model. But has this expe-
rience touched our virgin shores? 

Unfortunately, the answer is no; it 
hasn’t even registered a blip on the 
radar. The symptoms are there; the 
Household budget survey carried 
out in 2006/07 showed that the 
number of poor households in-
creased from 23,700 in 2001/02 
to 26,900 in 2006/07. Even the 
Joint Economic Council was for-
ced to admit not so long ago that 
the economic assumptions that 
guided economic development du-
ring the eighties are clearly in need 
of serious revision. (Don’t expect 
to see much improvement in the 
next survey).  

What is our current economic 
strategy in the face of a global eco-
nomic crisis? Essentially the same 
as before. The IRS bubble conti-
nues to infl ate, corporate taxation 
remains dismally low and special 
economic zones so adept at dis-
placing people in other parts of the 
world are making their appearance 
here with increasing gravitas.  Si-
thanen and his pet the NRPT may 
be out but everything else remains, 
including an opposition thoroughly 
bought over by the same failed eco-
nomic doctrine. (Lest we forget, it 
was the MMM-MSM coalition 
back in 2002 that originally pro-
posed the IRS- with all due “socia-
list” decorum of course).  

The Chinese are scrambling to 
deal with the fallout of failed neo-li-
beral reforms, the Americans know 
there is a problem but are constrai-
ned to act; the Indians are unaware 
that a problem even exists (if the 
latest UPA-II budget is anything 
to go by) and the Mauritians still 
continue to keep their eyes and ears 
solidly shut hoping that an indige-
nous species of exceptionalism will 
ultimately prevail.

Looking at the new team at the 
fi nancial helm, I can’t help but sus-
pect that this is what Mikhail Bul-
gakov meant when he coined the 
term “Second Hand Freshness” 
all those long Russian winters ago. 

By Iqbal Ahmed 
KHAN

The Statue of Liberty,New York.

The Great Wall, China.



■ The headlines announced your 
measure of reducing the repo rate as, 
“The governor of the Bank of Mau-
ritius has fi nally given in.” Have you 
fi nally given in to the lobbies?

No. I would reject that accusation that we 
listened to lobbies. We do our job against the 
background of the world economy and the 
prospects of this world economy as repor-
ted to us by people who know better than 
most of us here in Mauritius. So it’s against 
this background that our decision has been 
made. Anyway we keep hearing the same 
music all the time. 

■ I don’t know what music you’ve 
been hearing but the song that the 
economic operators have been sin-
ging all along is that they wanted the 
repo rate to be reduced by 1% and we 
wake up this morning and hear that 
you have reduced it by 1 %!

We didn’t hear about anybody coming 
to us asking for only 1%. We’ve heard of 
requests from economic operators for cuts 
of 2.5%. What we did is, instead of giving the 
help in small bits and pieces, we preferred to 
do it in one fell swoop and we doubled it up 

with a very stern message to the exporters 
that they must use this opportunity to res-
tructure, to reorient their markets, reexamine 
the product niche where they are, change 
product price, change target markets and, if 
required, change the base of their operations 
and not come to us in three or six months’ 
time saying “I’m going to lay off 30,000 
people.” The message is that if they are not 
able to work within costs in Mauritius, then 
they don’t belong in Mauritius. 

■ Still, if I were an economic ope-
rator, I’d open a bottle of champagne, 
drink it and go to sleep.

You wouldn’t sleep peacefully for very 
long because if you do not use this breathing 
space I have given you to pull up your socks, 
look for new markets etc., you would come 
back to me in six months to get your next 
shot of currency fi x. You won’t get it because 
by then, there is nothing I’ll be able to do for 
you. I have no more room for maneuver: in-
fl ation will be picking up and the historically 
low levels that we’ve achieved will have been 
threatened. They will go up. 

■ During these six months, to 

borrow the imagery of your Second 
Deputy Governor, the population 
will actually be taking the medicine 
for those people who went out of their 
way to get sick. 

I would sort of nuance that. If the po-
pulation does not take the medicine now, in 
three months’ time, it would be taking medi-
cines with much worse side effects. Because 
the exporters would have great diffi culties 
exporting, investors would not have resumed 
investing, bank credit would still be going 
begging for customers etc. and economic 
activity would have declined drastically. 

■ How are you going to ensure 
that I will use the generosity of the 
country judiciously? 

Banks have already been put on notice to 
make sure that their wards do not continue 
to work on weak capital structures, that they 
use the opportunity given now through this 
reduction of cost of capital, plus the facilities 
they have been given through the Economic 
Restructuring and Competitiveness Pro-
gramme  (ERCP) to build up their capital 
and not fritter away the extra rupees that 
they are likely to get from the reduction of 
the fi nance charges in distributing dividends. 
They are meant to rather use this breathing 
space to restructure their operations and 
pay greater attention to sustainable sources 
of productivity and competitiveness.

■ When economic operators say 
that if you don’t devalue the rupee, 
30.000 jobs may be lost, is that alar-
mist in your opinion?

It is alarmist. And we are not in the 
business of saving jobs. We are not in the 
business of saving lame ducks. We are in 
the business of fi nding new sources of pro-
ductivity to make the country viable as an 
economy. We have to fi nd our way in an en-
vironment that has changed completely. This 
is not a message for our exporters only. It’s 
also a message for our workers. Because they 
are also used to having an annual pay grant 
whether their employer is making money or 
not. They also want to get a shot in the arm 
by an adjustment of salary. And this forced 
the government in the past to engineer cur-
rency depreciation. Having given in on the 
wage grant and having increased their cost 
base across the board, we used to be almost 
morally bound to do something “en dou-
ceur” to make it sustainable.  To avoid all that, 
you have to reduce infl ation across the board 
which is what we did.

■ But infl ation does not seem to 
worry you this time, does it?

With or without the reduction of the re-
po rate, the infl ation rate will go up. We have 
reached historically low levels. The turning 
point was reached last October when infl a-
tion was at its lowest ever: 0.1% on the year-
on-year measure. It is not going to go back 

there. On the other hand, the conjunction of 
what is happening with our unemployment 
levels is serious. Unemployment fi gures are 
going up. If there is no investment at all, there 
will be no job creation. If there is no job crea-
tion, growth prospects are going to stall. 

■ Are we in the danger zone?
Not right now. But the prospects 

for next year are pretty poor compared 
to the external environment that was 
confronting us when the Monetary Poli-
cy Committee last met. We then believed 
that the outlook was good for the second 
half of this year and that outlook is not 
as bright today. We have not thrown any-
thing away. We are still focused on our 
mandate to maintain price stability, mo-
netary stability and fi nancial stability. We 
are getting problems with two of them: 
monetary stability, partly arising from 
the excess of liquidity on the market, 
which is the result of what’s happening 
in our export markets. If there is no de-
mand for products, there is no invest-
ment on demand from exporters who 
must meet the demand in the coming 
year. Having reduced the repo rate by 
1%, we probably need to wait and see 
what happens to demand. Now it’s pos-
sible that the environment that the eco-
nomic operators are facing in this market 
may not be suffi ciently attractive for 
them to invest anyway. I did say as well 
that we must pick up the slack through 
the public sector by accelerating the im-
plementation of public sector projects, 
by revisiting procedures and so on that 
prevent government investments from 
taking off faster. Otherwise economic 
activity in the country will slacken dras-
tically which will lead to a steep fall off in 
economic growth in the fi rst quarter of 
next year. So we have to maintain condi-
tions of stability in a deteriorating exter-
nal environment where there is a loss of 
business confi dence. Previously, we had 
achieved a rate of infl ation historically 
low and a level of unemployment that we 
could live with. But all these indicators 
are turning in spite of everything that 
we do. We could have maintained the 
level of the key repo rate, which would 
have driven the banks to have a bigger 
and bigger excess of liquidity, which 
would have driven the central bank fur-
ther and further into the red to go and 
mop it up as borrower of last resort. We 
would have reached a situation where 
banks would stop taking your money 
as remunerated deposits. They would 
stop taking deposits. They would stop 
generating profi t for want of profi table 
lending avenues. 

■ Are we really in that situation of 
doom and gloom? 

In the banking sector? We are well past 
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rate. Manou Bheenick’s perfect English is indicative of a pri-
vileged higher education. The Oxford University graduate has 

an unmistakable assured demeanour and his ostensibly dapper 
sartorial sense also befits the character.



it. You think it makes sense for a bank to 
take money on deposit from you and me at 
4.5, 5% and go and place it on the market 
at 2%? If the trend continues, not only will 
they stop taking your money, but they may 
even charge you to take it. Which happened 
in Switzerland. There was a time you had to 
pay for the privilege of having your money 
in a bank. They didn’t want it. So we are not 
too far from that kind of condition right now. 
Reaching it would constitute a real destabili-
zation in the market. 

■ What is the responsibility of the 
banks in all this? You recently chasti-
sed bankers for what you called “lazy 
banking”. What do you expect from 
them?

We have a high amount of excess liqui-
dity in the market. At one time it was as high 
as Rs 8 to 10 billion. While part of this could 
be due to redemption of T Bills by Govern-
ment being more than fresh issues, we be-
lieve that the rather sluggish growth of credit 
is also a contributory factor. Banks have to 
push more credit through the door instead 
of seeking refuge in risk-free assets.

■ Coming back to the repo rate, 
when you reduce it as drastically as 
you have, you know it’s going to have 
an effect on the value of the rupee and 
on infl ation. Are you prepared to live 
with that?

The value of the rupee has strengthe-
ned enormously if you look at what’s 
happened to it over the last three or four 
years since I assumed offi ce as governor. 
But we should not look at the value of 
the rupee in isolation. We should look at 
it together with what was happening on 
the infl ation front at that time. We should 
also look at it with what was happening 
on the unemployment front and the 
growth front. So, take all that as part of 
the macro picture that we were confron-
ted with. That is why, at that time, we 
adopted the monetary policy stance that 
we adopted. It was justifi ed by the cir-
cumstances confronting us at the time. 
We were attacked by the same lobbyists 
most of the time and by others a few 
times after that. People didn’t share this 
perspective. But we managed to main-
tain a very stable monetary policy stance 
over nearly 18 months. We would have 
maintained that stance if global recovery 
was on track. We were expecting the glo-
bal recovery in the second half of this 
year. That is what all of us believed. But 
what we see now is a second round. We 
see new concerns erupt about the debt 
crisis. To further complicate the mat-
ter, the old fears we had about a double 
dip recession were supposed to have 
disappeared, because the US National 
Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 
had pronounced the end of the great re-
cession in July 09.  We are still waiting 
for real signs of recovery.  At best it has 
been very timid.  At worst it has slipped 
back into conditions that can best be 
described as recessionary.  How else can 
you qualify continued closing of banks, 
continued foreclosures of houses, conti-
nued loss of jobs in major economies?

■ You are almost shifting your 
stance concerning currency devalua-
tion. I thought you were dead against 
it. Are you now saying it is the remedy? 

It is not! I have stated loud and clear that 
devaluation is not the solution. It will never 
be. It is certainly not the solution to the euro 

crisis as it will lead to high infl ation rates, pro-
blems of balance of payments and a lack of 
rigour in economic management. And when 
infl ation is high, demand for compensation 
will start surfacing resulting in an infl ationary 
spiral –something to be avoided at all costs. 
This is the kind of language we’ve systema-
tically rejected in the past. We have reduced 
infl ation to historically low levels and we did 
not see any need to go and decrease the va-
lue of the currency and destabilize the whole 
economy on the off-chance that somebody 
somewhere might get what they think is 
their due.

■ Why does devaluation have so 
many advocates, then?

You devalue your currency so that it 
becomes weak and therefore competitive 
so that you can increase your exports. BUT 
in the current situation, you cannot increase 
your exports because your main markets are 
having problems themselves. 

■ When the rupee is low, expor-
ters do not come and tell us how 
they are using their excessive pro-
fi ts but as soon as it goes slightly 
up, they come out in droves crying 
“wolf”, are we not in a situation of 
“privatizing gains and socializing 
losses” as Nobel economist Joseph 
Stiglitz says?

Oh, very much so! There is nothing 
exceptional if a currency appreciates. 
This happens in every country. And I 
will resist all attempts to come up with 
measures to suit some to the detriment 
of all. 

■ Does the debate about curren-
cy devaluation not boil down to the 
interests of the importers vs. those 
of the exporters and hotel opera-
tors?

In the short term, defi nitely. It is like 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. The Bank is 
mandated to look after the interest of 
the economy at large and cannot target 
its measures to ensure the profi tability 
of certain sectors only. Currency depre-
ciation can make exports more compe-
titive but at the same time it infl ates our 
import bill as import prices go up and 
can also fuel infl ation. It is not a panacea. 
It is a short-term palliative. In the long 
run, competitiveness does not depend on 
exchange rate changes but on produc-
tivity enhancement. For too long, there 
has been a one-way bet on exchange 
rates by operators in this country.

■ Since we import twice as 
much as we export, isn’t Peter 
going to suffer more than Paul in 
this equation?

Well, in terms of the external balance 
of the country, we have a structural ba-
lance of trade defi cit that is not likely 
to change overnight. We don’t produce 
what we consume - that is a reality. 

■ Won’t a low rupee worsen the 
situation?

Well, our import bill will cost us 
slightly more. Unless there is a major 
improvement in our export accounts, 
the balance of trade defi cit is likely to 
worsen. This year we have already faced 
a balance of trade defi cit which is very 
high. We cannot allow that to continue. 
We can’t prevent that from happening 
by slapping on controls. We could im-
pose import controls. You know, I hear 

people talk about food self-suffi ciency 
and so on. Nice headlines. But the reality 
is we can’t grow wheat and rice, at least 
not at competitive prices. The cost of 
producing it would not be comparable 
to the price at which we import it. We 
can produce anything theoretically but 
there is a price for that. At international 
border prices, we are not competitive 
in comparison with most of the major 
countries. We need to maintain an open 
trade system. Because of the lack of ba-
lance between our imports and exports, 
our defi cit is as big as our total exports. 
So 30 billion exports, 60 billion imports, 
30 billion defi cit. 

■ Still, you have intervened on 
seven occasions to try and reduce 
the value of the rupee. Is this inter-
vention not likely to hurt consumers 
and the population in general?

We conduct monetary policy in the 
national interest and not in the interest 
of any particular sector. Our interven-
tion in the foreign exchange market is 
not meant to offset market forces but 
to smooth out unwarranted volatility in 
the exchange rate. Recent interventions 
in the foreign exchange market were ai-
med at achieving a neutral position for 
the BOM on account of the direct sales 
of foreign currency by the BOM to the 
State Trading Corporation. The overall 
objective has been to maintain orderly 
conditions in the foreign exchange mar-
ket. We have a free fl oating exchange rate 
regime, which has served us well. We 
have never advocated a strong or weak 
rupee. We have said in many forums that 
the Bank does not have an exchange rate 
target and that we do not intervene in the 
market to offset the interplay of market 
forces. You may recall that in June of this 
year, when we suspected that currency 
manipulations might have occurred on 
the domestic foreign market, in the wake 
of the Euro crisis, we retained the ser-
vices of a forensic auditor to probe into 
the suspected foreign exchange market 
irregularities and manipulation.

■ Your detractors are saying 
that the aim of the measures you 
announced on Tuesday will only 
end up giving the lame ducks a 
shot in the arm.

I think that we have to maintain 
stable monetary conditions in the 
market where there is an increasing 
risk of loss of confi dence. So it’s not a 
shot in the arm for a few lame ducks. 
The aim in fact is for the lame ducks 
to actually get out of the picture.

■ When the minister of Fi-
nance sends the disgruntled Joint 
Economic Council to you to sort 
out the currency problems on 
the grounds that he does not in-
tervene in matters concerning 
the Bank of Mauritius, does that 
mean that you work totally inde-
pendently and he has absolutely 
no say in the decisions you take?

The Minister of Finance is a law-
abiding citizen. He observes the law 
scrupulously and so do I. I refrain 
from commenting on what falls out-
side the purview of the Bank - so does 
he! This is a fair exchange.

Interview by
Touria PRAYAG
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I have
 stated loud 

and clear that 
devaluation 

is not the 
solution. It 

will never be. 
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Of the subject of rape and the sort 
of punishment it deserves,
the Mauritian population and its 
politicians definitely do not speak 
the same language as law specialists 
and lawyers in general.

As government members 
and the population at large push for 
more severe punishment – death 
penalty or life imprisonment for hei-
nous and atrocious crimes, especial-
ly rape of children – lawyers and law 
specialists oppose an adamant “no” 
to such harsher punishment.Accor-
ding to them, it is not the law that 
should be revised. Each and every 
law specialist talking to l’express 
Weekly on this matter has said that it 
is the causes of  these atrocious and 
heinous crimes which are cropping 
up day in and day out these last 
few years, which should be tackled 
by government. Dr Gunput, head 
of the Law Studies department at 
the University ofMauritius says, “I 
do not see why the law on rape and 
atrocious crimes should be made 
more severe. It is harsh enough as 
it stands today. I fi rmly believe that 
it is not harsher punishment that we 
should contemplate. We should fi rst 
of all look at the social background 
of those committing these atro-
cious crimes and rapes. This social 
background is the root of much evil 
in Mauritius. I say “no” to harsher 
punishment, but I say “yes” to some 
sort of compensation for the victims. 
We should think of a formula to put
prisoners to work, while in prison, 
to compensate the victims of their 
crimes.”This adamant “no” to hars-
her punishment was repeated by all 
the lawyers l’express Weekly talked 

to this week, from Senior Coun-
sel Yousouf Mohamed to Steeve 
Obeegadoo, general secretary of 
the MMM;  from veteran lawyer 
Jean Claude Bibi to young lawyer 
Dinesh Appa Jala. In December 
this year, Senior Counsel Yousouf 
Mohamed will throw a big party to 
celebrate his 50th year of bar prac-
tice in Mauritius. But there will be 
no alcohol at that party.“Alcohol 
and drugs are two underlying fac-
tors behind the atrocious crimes we 
have witnessed in recent years. Alco-
hol is served and drunk at each and 
every occasion. Drunkards often go 
berserk and go around beating and 
injuring people. Young people resort 
to alcoholic drinks at every oppor-
tunity. I think that this alcohol and 
drug problem should be handled 
fi rst. Too many drugs are entering 
the country. We are only arresting 
the drug couriers while the drug 
barons stay untouched. Punish-
ment for atrocious crimes and rape 
has lately been made harsher. I do 
not see how much harsher we can 
make the law,” says lawyer Yousouf 
Mohamed.

Steeve Obeegadoo, secre-
tary general of the MMM, is 
not in favour of harsher pu-
nishment and brings the debate 
to yet another level by talking
about a crime observatory in Mau-
ritius. “I am very concerned, as a 
social scientist, that opinion leaders 

are expressing their views on crime 
and asking for harsher penalties, in-
cluding the death penalty, without 
facts and fi gures in hand. Do we 
have scientifi c data on crimes and 
trends of criminality? Have we 
ever in Mauritius studied the link 
between criminality and poor living 
conditions and economic destitu-
tion? Have we studied and measu-
red the effectiveness of the public 
service in handling these atrocities 
and in protecting children?”asks 
Steeve Obeegadoo.

While talking about the roots 
of atrocious crime, Dr Dunputh 
underlined the fact that Mauritius 
is moving ahead too fast and values 
are also changing faster than one 
might expect. “Faster than all the 
countries in Asia and Africa where 
I also teach law. Very often, on the 
campus of the University of Mau-
ritius, one can be deeply surprised 
by the new culture we fi nd in our 
young students,” he says.

Deep studies in these trends is a 
must according to him and Steeve 
Obeegadoo goes in the same direc-
tion when he says, “The MMM has 
for a long time been calling for the 
setting up of a social crime obser-
vatory. That is a centre for applied 
social research at the University 
of Mauritius which would allow 
qualifi ed academics to conduct 
non-partisan research into social 
and economic trends and provide 

solid data and information to policy 
makers to decide on appropriate 
measures for the prevention and 
repression of crime and the rehabi-
litation of criminals”.

Jean Claude Bibi, another ve-
teran of the Mauritian bar and ex 
MLA is also against harsher pu-
nishment. “Lately, the laws have 
been made harsher. I think that it 
is better for us to look at the causes 
of these crimes, at the lack of social 
and cultural education of a class of 
people living in total isolation from 
everything and from any kind of 
help that government may tender 
to them,” says Jean Claude Bibi.

Young barrister Dinesh Appa 
Jala, who also teaches law at the 
University of Mauritius, speaks 
against harsher terms for quite 
other reasons. “Miscarriage of 
justice is not an uncommon 
feature. In Mauritius, we have 
made-up cases, we have accused 
who are compelled to confess to 
crimes they have not committed,” 
he says. True also is the fact that 
Mauritian courts have not yet ac-
cess to DNA evidence and that in 
some cases of rape, the question 
of consent becomes diffi cult to 
determine. So as Steeve Obeega-
doo puts it, “one should be tough 
on crime but even tougher on the 
causes of crime.”

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Crime and punishment

Are harsher sentences Are harsher sentences 
for rape justifi ed?for rape justifi ed?
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Behind bars- but for how long?

In the United Kingdom, a 
person guilty of rape is liable 
on conviction to imprisonment 
for life or for any shorter term. 
In this country, rape is classi-
fi ed by type and nature such as:
repeated rape of the same victim 
over a course of time or rape in-
volvingmultiple victims. In these 
cases, sentences range from 13-
19 years.

In cases of rape ac-
companied by any one of 
the following:abduction or 
detention,or if the offender is 
aware that he is suffering from 
a sexually transmitted infection;
more than one offender acting 
together; abuse of trust, offence 
motivated by prejudice (race, re-
ligion, sexual orientation, physi-
cal disability) or sustained attack, 
the minimum punishment would 
be 13 years if the victim is under 
13, 10 years if the victim is a child 
aged 13 or over but under 16, 8 
years if the victim is 16 or over

In the case of  a single offence 
of rape by a single offender, the 
minimum punishment would be 
10 years in custody if the victim 

is under 13, 8 years  if the vic-
tim is 13 or over but under 16,
5 years  if the victim is 16 or over. 
French penal code In France, 
rape is punished by a maximum 
of fi fteen years’  imprisonment. 
It is punished by a maximum of 
twenty years’  imprisonment in 
cases with certain aggravating 
factors (including victims under 
the age of 15). Rape is punished 
by a maximum of thirty years’ 
imprisonment where it caused 
the death of the victim. Rape is 
punished by a maximum of im-
prisonment for life when it ispre-
ceded, accompanied or followed 
by torture or acts of barbarity 
in France.In Norway, a person 
guilty of rape is punishable with 
up to 10 years’ imprisonment. 
However, if the sexual inter-
course involved penetration or 
the personcharged himself in-
duced unconsciousness or the 
inability to resist, the prison sen-
tence is increased by at least 2 
years, with    the statutory  maxi-
mum   punishment of 15 years. In 
Russia, rape or «coercive sexual 
actions» without any aggrava-

ting circumstances is punishable
by 3 to 6 years of imprisonment. 
But if the crime was committed 
by a group of criminals, or with 
a threat of murder or grievous 
harm to the health, or with par-
ticular cruelty or  if it caused 
a sexually transmitted  infec-
tion, then it is punishable by 4 
to 10 years of imprisonment.
If the crime was committed 
against a person under 18 years, 
causing grievous harm to the 
health, HIV infection or other 
grievous consequences, then it 
is punishable with 8 to 15 years 
of imprisonment. If the crime 
caused the death of the victim by 
inadvertency or was committed 
against a person under 14 years, 
then it is punishable with 12 to 20 
years of imprisonment.

There is no national rape 
law in the United States. 
Each state has its own laws 
concerning sexual aggres-
sion. Nor is there any natio-
nal standard in the US for 
defining and reporting male-
male or female-perpetrated 
rapes. 

Life imprisonment for rape in UK and FranceLife imprisonment for rape in UK and France

PALESTINE -The collapse 
of the Peace talks: 

a foregone conclusion?

 By Cassam UTEEM

Column]

The Israeli/Pales-
tinian Peace ne-
gotiations seem 
to be in a state of 

limbo now that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu has decided to allow 
the resumption of Jewish 
settlement in the occupied 
territory, in spite of Presi-
dent Obama’s appeal at the 
United Nations last week for 
the prolongation of the mo-
ratorium. 

Under pressure from the 
US administration and the 
Middle East Quartet, President 
Mahmood Abbas reluctantly 
accepted the U.S. invitation 
for face-to-face peace talks 
with Israel on September 2, 
2010.  The chief Palestinian 
negotiator did warn then that 
the Palestinians would pull out 
of the talks if, on September 26, 
the Israeli government decided 
to announce any new tenders 
for settlement building on land 
where the Palestinians aim to 
found their state. Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu, as many feared 
or expected, did not pay heed 
to either appeal or warning. 

In so doing, he has given 
in to his coalition partners 
who are pro-settlers parties 
supported by the most fana-
tical elements of the Israeli 
population. The latter have 
never made any bones about 
the extreme views they hold 
concerning the land of Israel, 
in particular the West Bank. 
For them, their Bible is the 
legal document wherein a di-
vine promise has been given 
to them for settlement in Ju-
dea and Samaria – the biblical 
names by which they refer to 
the West Bank. 

Mahmood Abbas fi nds 
himself now in a most unte-
nable position and his lea-
dership of the PLO will be 
increasingly challenged, the 
more so as it is contended that 
he had never obtained the ap-
proval of Fatah, the dominant 
faction of the Palestinian Libe-
ration Organisation (PLO), to 
negotiate with Israel. Besides, 
the Popular Front for the Li-
beration of Palestine (FPLP), 
reckoned as an extreme fac-
tion, has decided to suspend 
its participation in the PLO 

and call for an international 
conference under the aus-
pices of the United Nations 
to compel Israel to implement 
UN resolutions that it has so 
far ignored with impunity, 
most notably UN Resolution 
194 that calls for the return of 
Palestinian refugees to their 
homes as well as the dismant-
ling of settlements and the re-
moval of settlers. 

Only an agreement 
between the two parties could 
have enabled Mahmood Ab-
bas to win the support of the 
Palestinian people that he 
presently lacks. The more so 
as Israel still refuses to have 
any dealing with Hamas, the 
elected representative of the 
majority of the Palestinians. It 
has even imposed an econo-
mic stranglehold on Gaza that 
is tantamount to the collective 
punishment of 1.5 million Pa-
lestinians.  

The key issues from the 
Palestinian point of view are 
the right of return for millions 
of displaced Palestinians, vic-
tims of war or expelled by 
Israel in 1948, huge numbers 
of whom are still languishing 
in camps around the region 
and in Gaza, the status of 
Jerusalem, which the Palesti-
nians want as a shared capital 
with Israel and indeed the end 
of the Israeli construction of 
settlements on the West Bank 
which Israel occupies since the 
1967 war.

More than 400,000 Jews 
live today in over 100 settle-
ments across the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem on land 
that Israel captured from 
Jordan in the 1967 Middle 
East war. These settlements 
are all illegal, but in Israel 
as we have seen, it is divine 
right that prevails! One 
cannot expect rationality to 
triumph in the face of such 
blind and insensitive faith, 
even if the alternative to 
peace talks could mean yet 
another all-out war between 
Arab Palestinians and Is-
raeli Jews. In light of such 
uncompromising attitude 
approved and adopted by 
Israeli leadership, the col-
lapse of the peace talks was 
a foregone conclusion.
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A couple of weeks or so ago a ripple of 
happiness ran through many a Mauritian 
heart, especially  amongst those of Cha-
gossian descent. Vincent Cable, UK Mi-
nister, had written to say that the British 
Government was pulling out of the case 
lodged at the European Court of Human 
Rights. That happiness could have turned 
into legitimate euphoria but for typical 
British behaviour.

The Foreign and 
Commonwealth 
Offi ce was quick 
to say that the let-

ter was a mistake, and that 
there was no question of pul-
ling out! Many must have felt 
aghast at such behaviour. But 
to a number of us, that beha-
viour was no surprise for it fi t 
very snugly into the known 
pattern. 

 Remember the other sub-
terfuge (yet another one!) 
fomented and unleashed by 
the British Foreign Offi ce on 
behalf of Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment during the waning 
months of Gordon Brown’s 
Government? That is, the in-
tention of declaring a Marine 
Protected Area around the 
Chagos!  In so doing, the Bri-
tish Government skilfully tried 
to propel itself as the champion 
for the preservation of the En-
vironment in this region. One 
could very well applaud the 
policy of the UK Govern-
ment had it declared its own 
immediate waters, not least of 
all the North Sea and the En-
glish Channel, Marine Protec-
ted Areas. But that would be 
ascribing to the British, lofty 
ideals which historical facts 
deny they possess but which 
they profess they practise. Ever 
heard of the so-called “British 
sense of fairness and justice”? 
Well, if anything, their latest 
dishonourable action in the 
waters of the Chagos, a land 

they illegally excised from the 
territory of Mauritius prior to 
independence, and in blatant 
violation of international law 
and relevant United Nations 
Resolutions, is yet another 
example of their underhand 
behaviour. Does that really fall 
in the realm of fairness and 
justice? 

            Not so long ago, 
following an exchange he had 
had with Gordon Brown in the 
margins of the Commonwealth 
meeting in Trinidad, Prime 
Minister Ramgoolam an-
nounced to the Mauritian pu-
blic, with justifi able pride, that 
the consultations initiated by 
the British for a projected Ma-
rine Protected Area in the wa-
ters of the Chagos were being 
shelved and the project itself 
withdrawn pending further 
bilateral exchanges between 
our two countries. That an-
nouncement was welcomed by 
one and all. But that sense of 
achievement was a short-lived 
one, for the British did exactly 
what they had undertaken not 
to do at the highest level! This 
is yet another example that will 
be recorded among the many 
instances in History when the 
British have reneged on their 
commitments, thus earning 
their country the ill-famous 
description of Perfi dious Al-
bion!

Readers of this column 
and students of international 
relations who wish to probe 

further and learn more about 
such acts of perfi dy by the 
British are only a quick click 
away from the search engines 
of their computers. One would 
be surprised at the results 
spilled. Throughout recent 
history, major public fi gures 
have qualifi ed the UK as Per-
fi dious Albion! Not least of all, 
reportedly, former Vice-Pre-
sident of the United States of 
America, Dick Cheney, when 
David Milliband, the then Bri-
tish Foreign Secretary fl ew to 
Damascus to meet with Syrian 
President Assad in the waning 
days of President Bush’s man-
date in November 2008, thus 
dissociating London from 
the common US-UK policy 
towards that country. It is in-
teresting to note that the adjec-
tive perfi dious has been used in 
connection with Britain since 
the thirteenth century and has 
been found worthy of mention 
as such in the Concise Oxford 
Dictionary!

Regarding the Chagos Ar-
chipelago, it would be appro-
priate to highlight a couple of 
the subterfuges that the UK 
has had recourse to whenever 
it has been confronted with 
actions envisaged by either the 
Government of Mauritius or 
by the representatives of those 
thrown out of the Chagos. 
Orders in Council, an archaic 
royal prerogative that overrides 
Parliament and the Courts, 
were used to prevent the im-

Perfi dious Albion  Revisited!Perfi dious Albion 
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plementation of a 2000 High 
Court judgement that allowed 
the return to the Chagos of the 
uprooted and their descen-
dants. When Mauritius made it 
known that it envisaged with-
drawing temporarily from the 
Commonwealth to be able to 
lodge the case at the Internatio-
nal Court of Justice (ICJ), the 
British Foreign Offi ce prompt-
ly issued a Declaration denying 
the right to current and former 
Commonwealth member states 
to take the UK to the ICJ re-
garding disputes that had oc-
curred prior to 1975. There are 
many such examples including 
the ploys used to restrict mo-
vements in the area by proclai-
ming a Fisheries Conservation 
or an Environment Protection 
Area around the Chagos. 

The European Court 
of Human Rights will soon 
pronounce itself on the case 
concerning the inhumane 
plight of our country-fellows 
who were summarily dis-
lodged from their homes in 
the Chagos Islands. Predic-
tably, the British have come 
up with the so-called Marine 
Protected Area. (Incidentally, 
Baroness Gladys Kinnock 
stated recently in the House 
of Lords that the projected 
Area will exclude the waters 
around Diego Garcia!)  No-
body in his right mind would 
be against the protection and 
preservation of the environ-
ment anywhere in the world, 

and specifi cally around the 
Chagos. But the motivation 
of the British in this ven-
ture will hardly pass the test 
of righteousness.  There is 
now talk of the UK Govern-
ment handing that project 
over to the private sector….
for lack of funds! Beat that 
one! Meanwhile, holidaying 
yachts and other such em-
barkations are happily sai-
ling around and berthing in 
the lagoons of the isles, their 
passengers setting camp on 
the shores and snorkelling 
in its waters; tons of reefs 
have been destroyed to make 
way for nuclear-powered 
vessels etc. 

The behaviour of its Go-
vernment in such matters has 
earned the UK unsavoury 
write-ups and to quote the 
regular columnist Gwynne 
Dyer from a December 2008 
article under the title: “Perfi -
dious Albion and the Chagos 
Islanders”: “For arrogance, 
hypocrisy and sheer nas-
tiness, few organisations in 
the world rival the British Fo-
reign Offi ce…” One wonders 
how the people of the United 
Kingdom feel in the face of 
such despicable behaviour by 
those who govern them! 

It is high time that Mau-
ritius internationalises this 
issue which is of concern to 
every citizen of this country. 
The time for bilateral diplo-
macy, quiet or otherwise, is 

long past, for the British will 
simply not play fair and just. 
There is nothing that it has 
done in the past few decades 
to give one hope that it might 
just do that now or in the 
foreseeable future, save for 
rehearsing the fact that only 
Mauritius will have a claim on 
the Chagos Archipelago when 
it is no longer required for the 
defence of the West. Yet, pre-
sent Prime Minister Cameron 
and his Liberal-Democrat 
Deputy, while in opposition, 
are known to have expressed 
public support for the return 
of the Chagossians to the 
other islands of the Archipe-
lago save for Diego Garcia!

In 2014, when the US/
UK Agreement over the lease 

of the Chagos Archipelago, 
signed behind our backs, 
comes up for review, Mau-
ritius SHOULD be at the 
table. We entertain the hope 
that the Mauritius delegation 
currently at the UN Gene-
ral Assembly in New York, 
besides reportedly inviting 
Mrs. Cherrie Blair to visit us, 
is using its presence to pres-
surise in that direction.

Uncle Sam should not 
be seen to be complacent 
with Perfi dious Albion in 
this matter! We have soverei-
gnty over the Chagos and we 
want to enjoy same! The base 
on Diego Garcia is another 
matter. Let there be fairness 
and Justice: Yes, you can 
President Obama! 

Perfi dious Albion  Revisited! Revisited!

The home of democracy? Big Ben and the Houses 
of Parliament at Westminster

Reefs have 
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During the last few days, 
the bosses’ organisations have 
intensifi ed their lobbies in the 
context of the forthcoming 
budget. Their mantra: “a new 
economic model which keeps 
urgent economic matters in 
mind”. The “new” econo-
mic model has not yet been 
unveiled. However, the “ur-
gent economic matters” have 
already been put on the table. 
Amongst them, depreciation 
of the rupee, a reduction of 
bank interest, access to pu-
blic subsidies, and the qua-
si-“liberalization” of foreign 
labour control in Mauritius. 
Digging deeper, one can easi-
ly comprehend that the “new” 
economic model is nothing 
more than further entrench-
ment of the “old” cheap-la-
bour based export- oriented 
model. 

After having locked up the 
Mauritian economy within a 
cheap-labour export- orien-
ted model for more than three 
decades, confronted with the 
dilemmas of the multi-face-
ted crisis of global capitalism, 

the elites are now themselves 
locked into narrow corporate 
conservatism. A new econo-
mic model based on decent 
job creation, socially just and 
ecologically sustainable, is just 
out of the vision of the econo-
mic elites.

Amedée Darga, writing in 
L’Express Weekly on foreign 
labour, ought to have termed 
this lack of vision as a charac-
teristic of the “psychological 
and corporate conservatism” 
and “narrow corporatist 
view” of the elites, instead of 
applying this kind of charac-
terisation to those of the union 
movement and progressive 
politics who oppose such cor-
porate conservatism. 

From cheap labour to neo- 
slavery. If the cheap labour 
export- oriented model is no 
more viable, then the import of 
foreign cheap labour should be 
eased, according to the elites. 
“Make it easier to employ forei-
gners,” said the representative of 
the MEF last week. According to 
him, “these workers help to make 
companies more profi table….
for they are ready to work extra 
hours or even double shifts in 
some cases”.  Indeed, foreign 
workers, mainly in the manu-
facturing sector, work and live 
in conditions reminiscent of the 
slavery and indentured labour 
period. Like slaves, migrant wor-
kers are fi rst captured into the 
“migrant labour trade” (the new 
“trait” of global capitalism), to be 
then overexploited in the neo-sla-
very model underway in Mauri-
tius. The modern labour traders 
ensnare people in exchange for 
lucrative commissions and “de-
liver” them to Mauritius. And 
given their vulnerability and pre-
carious conditions, they are ready 
to work long hours. Should any 

of the migrants be tested HIV 
positive, the State, in pure fascis-
tic style, will ensure that imme-
diate deportation follows.

The whip of slavery and in-
dentured labour is no longer in 
force. But the repressive arms of 
the State are always in stand-by 
mode to, at any moment, deport 
any “neo-maroon” or “neo-vaga-
bond” rebelling against the inhu-
man working conditions. And if 
State deportation is not a suffi cient 
deterrent, then the “contre-maître” 
in the form of paid bouncers may 
be sent to give a “correction”’ to 
any rebellious ring leaders trying to 
emulate our heroic “Ratsitatane”. 

Shortage 
of decent work

The migrant workers are no 
longer the “property” of an owner 
but the system still compels wor-
kers to sell their labour for a double 
shift of 16 hours a day, beating 
even the “Code Noir” of slavery 
time, where working hours corres-
ponded to “sunrise till sunset”. In a 
well-known textile enterprise ope-
rating at Forest Side, the working 
hours of the migrant labourer total 
72/84 hours per week. Overtime is 
integrated within the normal wor-
king hours and is no longer “vo-
luntary” but part and parcel of the 
terms and conditions of service of 
migrant workers.

The lodging of migrant wor-
kers in the remains of the sugar 
camps of the colonial period, in 
itself, symbolically exposed the 
rise of neo- slavery in Mauritius. 
Informed of the poor treatment 
prevailing in the manufacturing 
sector, the newly-appointed la-
bour and employment minister 
Shakeel Mohamed paid a sur-
prise visit to a dormitory in Hap-
py Village, eastern Mauritius, at 
the end of May. He was shocked 

to see the unhealthy state of the 
dormitories, the toilets and the 
generally unacceptable hygienic 
conditions in which expatriate 
workers live. “Some employers 
are still treating their workers as 
mere objects that will keep on 
producing until the end of their 
contracts,” the minister told the 
IPS news agency.

Failed regulatory framework
Fake advertisements, seizure of 
passports, incorporation of over-
time coupled with permanent 
threats of deportation have ren-
dered the enforcement of a regu-
latory framework ineffective. The 
“raison d’état” has been behind 
successive governments’ leniency, 
being more busy organising de-
portation. The provisions of the 
new labour laws against discri-
mination are meaningless. They 
are easily curtailed by new me-
chanisms. 

One third of the workforce of 
the manufacturing sector consists 
of migrant labour. Yet, the State 
of Mauritius has never ratifi ed 
the International Convention on 
the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers. 

Labour shortage or 
decent work shortage?
Is there a shortage of labour 
justifying the demands of the 
MEF? No. The unemployment 
rate went up by 0.4% to 8.4% 
from fi rst quarter 2009 to fi rst 
quarter 2010. The number of 
unemployed was 48,000 in 
March 2010. 

So is there a massive demand 
for labour in the main economic 
sectors? Not at all. Job vacancies 
only stood at 2,282 as at March 
2009, the latest Central Statistics 
Offi ce (CSO) fi gures, the ma-
nufacturing sector accounting 
for 37% of job vacancies and the 
service/BPO sector for 28%.  So 
why are employers calling for mi-

grant labour import? 
After having for years dis-

coursed on the so-called “mis-
match between available skills and 
available jobs” to justify unem-
ployment, the bosses are now 
acknowledging that, in reality, the 
problem is one of decent work/
salary shortage. Justifying their 
demand for migrant  labour, the 
MEF representative said that Mau-
ritians are “unwilling to accept low 
wages and keen to preserve their 
social lives.” The reality is that there 
is no skill shortage as such nor any 
labour shortage. The shortage is 
mainly one of decent work respect-
ful of the freedom of human beings 
to have a social life. Clearly this is 
not on the agenda of the “new 
economic model” promoted by 
the elites. The new Employment 
Rights Act gave employers the 
absolute right to sack workers un-
der the disguise of “economic rea-
sons”.  The MEF/JEC now want 
the government to facilitate the 
replacement of sacked workers by 
migrant labour importation! Com-
petitive capitalism always demands 
a defi nite level of unemployment to 
reduce wages by producing an arti-
fi cial excess of workers and an arti-
fi cial shortage of work. Will the new 
government open the fl ood gates 
to a new cycle of over-exploitation 
of both local and migrant workers?  

Mauritians are human beings. 
And, bearing in mind our own col-
lective history of slavery and semi-
slavery, we will always ferociously 
resist any attempt to impose neo-
slavery on any human being, 
Mauritian foreigner coming to 
work and live on our soil. The elites 
might call this resistance  “maroo-
nage” or “vagabonding”….but 
then real alternatives to the  inhu-
man “economic models” of the 
ruling class have always emerged 
out of resistance, “maroonage” 
or vagabonding. 
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Employers are asking the government 
to make it easier to “import” migrant 
workers, which they consider essential to 
ensure economic growth. But are the pro-
cedures by which these workers arrive on 
our shores, and the conditions in which 
they live and work once here not uncom-
fortably reminiscent of slavery? And why 
has the government never ratifi ed the In-
ternational Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of Migrant Workers?

 Migrant workers and their    place in our society Migrant workers and their   

Ashok SUBRON

Militant of Rezistans ek
 Alternativ & CSG-Solidarite

Neo-slavery: 
the “new economic 
model” of the elite



Being a nation of immigrants, 
we should be in a privileged po-
sition to understand the need for 
and the benefi ts associated with the 
employment of foreign workers, 
or migrant labour in the technical 
jargon.  It is true that the trauma 
of the1960s, with high unemploy-
ment rates and a stagnating eco-
nomy, has convinced many of us 
of the virtues of keeping our doors 
closed to migrant labour and new 
immigrants.  In spite of the fact that 
the country reached a situation of 
almost full employment within 

two decades after independence, 
we continued to be haunted by the 
nightmare scenario of Professor 
Meade and Mr. V. S. Naipaul.

Surprisingly, the case for a 
more open policy towards migrant 
labour and immigration is quite 
simple in economic terms.  Mau-
ritius has a population of 1.3 mil-
lion, a work force of some 575,000 
and about 10,000 new entrants on 
the labour market each year.  With 
these numbers and the skills pro-
fi le of the work force, which can-
not be signifi cantly improved over 
the medium term, it is not feasible 
to effectively diversify the sources 
of economic growth to take the 
country to a new high level growth 
trajectory and to generate higher le-
vels of income and better standards 
of living.  The “shallow” skills base 
quickly turns into labour scarcity 
for the high growth and emerging 
sectors, like the tourism sector a 
few years back, fi nancial services 
more recently and the ICT sector 
currently.  Employers are compel-
led to embark on a poaching mode, 
pushing remuneration levels out of 
line with the rest of the economy 
and eroding competitiveness.  A 

more fl exible approach to migrant 
labour does provide the means for 
a more balanced and consistent 
economic growth scenario.

The strategy of “opening 
Mauritius to the world”, launched 
some fi ve years ago, has the merit 
of challenging the defensive mi-
grant worker policy of the past and 
the “black box” policy governing 
the issue of residence permits by 
the Prime Minister’s Offi ce.  It has 
to be pursued further to facilitate 
the infl ow of skills and experience.

Of course, not everything is 
rosy about migrant labour but the 
criticisms more often leveled at the 
use of migrant labour in Mauritius 
are unfounded.  The fi rst one is 
about foreign workers taking the 
jobs of Mauritians.  A study car-
ried out by the National Econo-
mic and Social Council (NESC) 
and released in January 2008 does 
conclude that foreign workers are 
employed in jobs for which skills 
are in short supply or which Mau-
ritians are unwilling to take.

It is also argued that the em-
ployment of migrant workers is 
preferred by Mauritian employers 
because they can pay them lower 

wages.  If the access to migrant 
labour does help to prevent wage 
escalation, the cost of a migrant 
worker is higher than that of a 
Mauritian worker.  It is the higher 
productivity of the migrant worker, 
coupled with his availability to per-
form overtime, which compensates 
for the higher costs.

Threat to stability

However, it is true that 
the treatment extended to 
foreign low-skilled workers, 
in terms of accommodation 
and other amenities, is in 
many cases not in line with 
our own aspirations for a fair 
treatment of workers.  How 
can we condone such a situa-
tion when we keep condem-
ning the treatment extended 
to our forefathers, who were 
immigrants like them?

Also, although the majo-
rity of migrant workers bring 
value to the country, some do 
act against the law of the land, 
including becoming illegal im-
migrants.  For a small country 

like Mauritius, allowing the 
development of illegal immi-
gration does represent a po-
tential threat to stability.

More importantly, there 
is the fact that the popula-
tion is ill-prepared to cope 
with a large influx of migrant 
labour and new immigrants.  
This represents a major so-
cial challenge to the future 
economic development of 
the country.

Finally, if the recourse 
to migrant labour helps to 
sustain the economic de-
velopment of the country, 
the persistent existence of 
a significant level of unem-
ployment among Mauritian 
workers has to be looked 
into with more attention as 
it does represent a challenge 
for the overall well-being of 
the nation.  

On balance, there is no 
doubt that the policy of 
“opening Mauritius to the 
world” applied to migrant 
labour is the right policy res-
ponse to our future develop-
ment needs.
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Recent statistics show that 
Mauritian households  are getting 
poorer and poorer due to massive 
price increase in basic foodstuff 
despite the appreciation in our 
local currency vis-à-vis  the euro, 
dollar and the pound. The move 
of the government to create a po-
verty ministry led by Hon. Xavier 
Luc Duval has proved the reality 
of this alarming situation.

On the other hand, while 
some 50,000 people, or 10% of 
the active population, are jobless, 
foreign workers in Mauritius are 
growing in numbers reaching a 
total of 35,500. 

A recent survey has revealed 
that Mauritian workers do not 

want to work at night or at wee-
kends. Many who already work in 
the industry are absent on Mon-
days. If this is so then we are not 
addressing this issue correctly in 
the best interest of all Mauritians.

  Foreign labour was fi rst 
brought to the island in 1989 at a 
time when Mauritians had plenty 
of jobs. The alien workers were 
only a few hundred, recruited by 
a few factories having diffi culty in 
attracting local people. Since then, 
they have been coming in their 
thousands, attracted by the pros-
pects of making and saving small 
fortunes before returning home 
after a few years of hard work.

 These are the men and wo-
men who make machines work in 
the textile industry in Mauritius. 
Without them, many factories 
would be unable to manufacture 
the required quantity of garments 
and clothing to supply European 
and American buyers on time. 
Many, if not all of them, are happy 
to work in the island. However, it 
is a shame that Mauritius did not 
take advantage of this imported 
knowhow to train our local people 
to work to that pace. Instead of 
the HRDC organizing 24/7 when 
there are no buses runningl at night 
or having a restaurant open after 

midnight, it would have been wiser 
to have invested the 24/7 budget on 
fruitful training.                         

Foreigners are paid the same 
wages as Mauritians - a mini-
mum of Rs 7, 500 per month 
(about 200 Euros). With over-
time, they can earn much more. 
They have their air-tickets paid 
for by the employers, receive free 
accommodation and transporta-
tion and meal allowances. Leisure 
facilities are also provided.

Saviours of the 
textile industry

However, life is not a bed of 
roses and there are reports that a 
great deal of confusion surrounds 
their working conditions and ac-
commodation and the roles played 
by recruiting agents. Workers often 
complain of exploitative contracts 
signed in ignorance and the fl ou-
ting of rules in terms of work 
conditions.

Food can also be a major 
problem for migrants facing un-
familiar dishes. In many cases, 
local factories have imported 
cooks from the countries of ori-
gin of the workers in a bid to sa-
tisfy them. But, during the past 
few years, there have been several 

demonstrations by workers com-
plaining about the food they say 
they are forced to eat. The latest 
incident took place at a textile 
factory near Port Louis, when 
18 Indian workers out of the 186 
employed by this factory were ex-
pelled after going on strike for a 
week. They were asking for better 
wages, working conditions and 
accommodation.

While some of the factories 
manage the problems of foreign 
labour very well by offering 
good accommodation and good 
food to their employees, others 
are frequently  criticised by the 
authorities. A special unit was 
set up at the Labour and Em-
ployment Ministry to monitor 
factories employing foreign la-
bour in a bid to prevent indus-
trial confl icts. 

Mauritian factories depend 
heavily on these workers to sup-
ply European and US buyers 
with the quality and quantity 
they require. This opinion is 
shared by many employers who 
see the Chinese and Indians as 
saviours of the textile industry 
in Mauritius. But while the go-
vernment and employers are 
happy to welcome these mi-
grant workers, trade-unionists 

argue that these people are 
being exploited.

The Federation of Progres-
sive Unions (FPU) speaks of in-
human treatment in this industry. 
Migrants are not allowed to join 
trade unions and therefore cannot 
discuss their cases with their em-
ployers and the local authorities.

Despite these problems, the 
authorities justify the recourse 
to foreign labour arguing that 
Mauritians refuse to work in this 
industry even if they are jobless. 
A local entrepreneur had ad-
vertised for over 100 vacancies 
recently and he hoped to recruit 
some of the locals who have lost 
their jobs in factories. But only 
three people called and just two 
agreed to work in his factory.

Several campaigns in the 
press and through posters placed 
in towns and villages around the 
island have produced poor re-
sults. Very few Mauritians have 
come forward to work in the tex-
tile industry with the present sa-
laries and work conditions. They 
prefer jobs in the civil service and 
government organizations as pro-
mised by some politicians in the 
recent electoral campaign…but 
now they will have to wait until 
the next elections......

Opening Mauritius to the world

Sham MATHURA 

FCCA

Imported labour and its contribution to our economy
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Appalling crimes

Teacher’s Day  
A Refl ection!

The recent alleged appal-
ling rape and deadly burning of 
a 7-year old poverty stricken girl 
at Richelieu is no horror movie 
or tale; it is as real as the collective 
sexual assault and cold killing of a 
pregnant prostitute at Port Louis 
last year. As a reminder, one of 
the culprits even offered to slit his 
victim’s belly to look at her baby 
during the ordeal!

Such misdeeds not only shock 
by their barbarous nature but also 
by the rate at which they seem to 
strike. To reassure the popula-
tion, our local homicide rate was 
recently compared to that of Tri-

nidad and Tobago, a Caribbean 
island of little more than a million 
inhabitants which regretted 550 
murders in 2008! With a count of 
40 murders in 2009, Mauritius is 
as far from Trinidad as it is from 
Singapore which counts an ave-
rage of 18 murders for a popula-
tion of 4.5 million residents and a 
tourist count of more than 10 mil-
lion yearly!

While Singapore’s stringent 
laws and discipline are sure contri-
butory factors to its favorable law 
and order situation,  large scale 
arm- smuggling associated with a 
gang culture and drug traffi cking 

might be behind the deplorable 
condition in Trinidad as sugges-
ted by an average of 70% deaths 
caused by fi rearms there. Would 
we compare so favorably to Tri-
nidad if guns were so widespread 
among the Mauritian population? 
This is a rather tricky question. At-
tributing the presence of fi rearms 
to crime rate can be quite hazar-
dous. Switzerland, for instance, 
has a very low murder rate des-
pite its high gun ownership. This 
contradiction is explained by the 
close association of fi rearms to 
defense of the country. Patriotism 
changes a potential threat into a 

Nation building avenue! It’s all a 
question of soul and mindset; this 
is the heart of everything, whether 
we want it or not!

If ownership of   fi rearms for 
the Swiss  is driven by  the love of 
their country and abstaining from 
committing  crime for the Sin-
gaporean is most probably mo-
tivated by respect of the law and 
imposed discipline, from what do 
we, Mauritians, inspire ourselves to 
make  our choices?

What motivates our mind? 
How is our soul doing? How do 
we care for it? Are we not leaving 
thrash TV and media, sheer indif-

ference, alcohol, drugs, gambling 
and their vicious likes care for the 
seat of our thoughts?

Is it not time for a deep self 
introspection and  even state en-
forced soul revival programme 
capable of protecting our collec-
tive mind from evil stimulations, 
leaving space for  the growth of 
those universal values which hold 
successful Nations together? What 
about a ministry for universal va-
lues? Crazy idea befi tting this cra-
zy and inconceivable behaviour, 
unworthy of the human nature!

Alain JEANNOT

“Guru and God both appear before me.
To whom should I prostrate?
I bow before the Guru who intro-

duced God to me” – Kabir
For eons, men have discussed the 

importance of teachers and how they 
affect many persons. Fortunately, 
even today, the world thinks the same 
and we have a day for paying homage 
to  teachers and honouring the great 
profession of teaching – Teacher’s 
Day. History bears testimony that the 
teacher was a valued and honoured 
mentor, worthy of great respect and 
a source of inspiration on the path of 
“Enlightenment”. However, in this 
21st century, I wonder if the teacher’s 
devotion to students is still apprecia-
ted. Are teachers still revered and res-
pected as in earlier days?

Teacher’s Day has been held an-
nually on 5th October since 1994. 
Its aim is to mobilize support for tea-
chers and to ensure that the needs of 
future generations will continue to be 
met by teachers. This day is celebra-
ted with great fanfare in most parts of 
the world. However, in India, Teacher’s 
Day is celebrated on 5th September- 
that day is the birthday of Independent 
India’s second President, Dr. Sarvae-
palli Radhakrishnan. He was a great 
scholar, educationist and an enthusias-

tic promoter of education. As a mark of 
respect, his birthday has been observed 
as Teacher’s Day in India. In the Uni-
ted States of America, Teacher’s Day is 
celebrated for a full week. It’s the fi rst 
week of May when the whole of Ame-
rica comes and celebrates the teacher’s 
appreciation week and appraises  great 
teachers.

In the broadest sense, a teacher can 
be defi ned as someone who not only 
teaches or imparts knowledge, but also, 
and most importantly, someone who is 
responsible for shaping and moulding 
the minds and hearts of all those whom 
s/he teaches. A teacher has the power 
to exercise a strong infl uence on his/her 
pupils. Coupled with certain defi nite 
skills, a good teacher has the potential 
of breaking down barriers and reachi-
ng the souls of the students to sustain 
a lifelong impact. Throughout the ages, 
history has shown that teachers have 
been known to play a dynamic role in 
the lives of great men and women.

“Mata Pita Guru Deivam” is an old 
saying which means, “Mother, Father 
and Teachers are equal to God”. Tea-
chers are given such high respect and 
value because they enlighten us with 
profound knowledge and power. While 
parents give life to our bodies, teachers 
give life to our souls.

Socrates was an example of a good 
teacher. As a philosopher and teacher, 
he devoted most of his adult life to 
teaching philosophy. Socrates was fa-
mous for his devotion to Ethics, which 
infl uenced all Greek philosophers. He 
developed the Inductive method of 
reasoning. As such, he linked knowle-
dge to happiness as he believed that 
knowledge, or insight, was the foun-
dation of virtue and happiness. Most 
importantly, he preached Rationality 
as he believed that man was capable 
of arriving at the truth through the use 
of reason. The Socratic dialogue has 

played a major role in our understan-
ding of teaching.

Buddhism also values the teacher as 
a mentor worthy of great respect and a 
source of inspiration on the path to En-
lightenment. According to Kranenborg 
(1984), Jesus also fi ts the defi nition and 
characteristics of a teacher. Hinduism 
equally highlights the teacher-disciple 
tradition, which is the transmission of 
teachings from a ‘guru’ to a ‘sisya’ (dis-
ciple). In this relationship, subtle and 
advanced knowledge is conveyed and 
received through the student’s respect, 
commitment, devotion and obedience. 
The student eventually masters the 
knowledge that the guru embodies.

Returning to the Mauritius of Octo-
ber 2010, the picture of teacher-disciple 
relationship is not as divine as it was in 
the past. Today, juvenile delinquency 
and indiscipline are rampant in our se-
condary schools. Our adolescents have 
rebellious attitudes and desire freedom 
to act according to their whims and 
fancies- without the interference of tea-
chers. Pathetically, today, students “ap-
praise” teachers by using foul words or 
damaging the personal property of tea-
chers and the school infrastructure; they 
are insolent and even resort to physical 
violence against teachers. His holiness 
the Dalai Lama says,

“Rely on the teachings to evaluate 
a guru:

Do not have blind faith,but also no 
blind criticism”

The headlines of Mauritian news-
papers often feature cases of “indisci-
pline” in our secondary schools. The 
“brigade des mineurs’ team” is conti-
nuously patrolling the vicinity of our 
schools to report cases of misbeha-
vior by our adolescents- visiting game 
houses, physical abuse, consuming 
alcohol, bunking school or “extreme 
cases” which require legal involvement. 
The number of cases is alarming and 

hence, the role of the teacher has be-
come very challenging.

Still from an analytical perspec-
tive, I still wonder why the chasm 
between the teacher and the student is 
increasing. Yes, it is true that the ado-
lescent’s relationship with adults has 
changed. Today, the social and econo-
mic worth of Education is changing. 
Our learners are growing up with a 
different framework of values due to 
globalization, the latest technology 
and family constraints. They are ad-
venturous beings struggling against 
the strong pressure of the outer world. 
According to Dr H.Mariaye from the 
Mauritius Institute of Education, “Tea-
cher’s Day is a time of ‘Introspection’ 
where teachers must consider deeply 
the challenges ahead and the efforts 
needed to be made to upgrade and im-
prove the professional services they of-
fer and the status of their profession in 
society. We cannot change the society 
in the short term but we can work to 
improve ourselves!”

As a challenge to cope with the 
impact of technology on students, 
teachers are struggling unfl inchingly 
to nourish the young minds and fos-
ter individuality through education. 
“Education” as an achievement word, 
is bestowed on our students in the 
form of academic, social, moral and 
emotional knowledge. However, tea-
chers need stimulus and support from 
the community and the authority to 
feel that their devotion to students is 
appreciated. We should always respect 
our teachers.

When I think about my teaching, I 
think of the quote from Henry Adams, 
“A teacher affects eternity; he can ne-
ver tell where his infl uence stops.”

Should we not strive for this kind 
of teacher?

Ulkarani BOOLAKY

L ’ E X P R E S S Y O U R S E L F ] 

A teacher and his class in a rustic setting



l’expressInsert N° 4 • Friday 1st October 2010p. 51 L ’ E X P R E S S Y O U R S E L F ] 

Memorandum 
To
The Hon Pravind Kumar JU-
GNAUTH, Vice-Prime Minister, 
Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development On Policy on prices 
and consumer protection
 to be considered in the context of 
the pre Budget consultations 2011.
  At the request of the Honorable P. 
Jugnauth, vice-Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, the Association for 
the Protection of the Environ-
ment and Consumers (APEC) 
is submitting a brief as part of its 
commitment to sustain a policy on 
prices and consumer protection. 
 
■ The main purpose of its propo-
sals is to examine
 1.     The current situation of the 
price mechanisms regarding basic 
foodstuffs
 2.     The likely future trends on the 
alternative way to adjust prices of 
main foodstuffs
 3.     The need for the enactment 
of comprehensive legislations and 
their proper enforcement
 4.     The need for the establish-
ment of a new mechanism based 
on best practices and to enforce 
compliance

■ The future stability of the 
country and the consumers’ peace 
of mind would be improved if the 
demand for any increase in the 
price of a product is considered wi-
thin a longer period, say a year. On 
the central assumption adopted for 
a review in price, it is appropriate to 
be more cautious 
1.  To better studying the fi nancial 
implications
 2.  To allow for suffi cient oppor-
tunity to adjust to any amendment
 3.  To allow for sufficient 
time to asses the implica-
tions both short term and 

long term of the changes in 
price
In Europe and recently in France, 
a demand for a review in the prices 
of milk is entertained within a year. 
The last claim was made in August 
2010 and the French authorities 
are expected to make any adjust-
ment, if any, by July 2011.

■ In the event of any signifi cant 
amendments to the demand for 
increase, it would be desirable to 
commission a report before the 
date in order to assess the implica-
tion of the changes by 
 1.     A quick study by the Compe-
tition Commission
 2.     The setting up of a specialized 
body to assemble necessary statis-
tical data 

Consumer 
Protection
 The world today is characte-
rized by a wide range of pro-
ducts from different origins, 
produced under different 
conditions and competing with 
like products to capture an in-
creasing share of the market. 
 In the consumer society prevai-
ling today, the consumer buys 
and consumes goods without 
knowledge of their sources, 
composition and their likely im-
pact on his health. The consu-
mer, who is often gullible, must 
get value for money and his 
safety and security have to be 
ensured. This is of paramount 
importance.
 Laws and appropriate regula-
tions are essential to protect the 
consumer. Compliance to these 
legislations to provide effectively 
protection to the consumer is the 
other side of the same coin. Mau-
ritius needs comprehensive legis-
lations toprotect the consumer. 

Consumers and 
the Environment

 Chemicals and other ingredients 
that represent health hazards 
should be banned from use in pro-
duction of goods and agricultural 
produce. Here also, laws are not 
being enforced properly. 
 All products should have labels 
with clear indications of their ingre-
dients, the percentage thereof, the 
process of production (baked, stea-
med, fried, smoked, etc) and their 
compliance with known standards. 
 Chemicals and hormones are ex-
tensively used in the production 
of broiler chicken. Is there any 
standards and control? Chemicals 
are now widely used to grow and 
ripen vegetables and fruits. Are 
we not being silently poisoned?  Is 
there any standard and control? It 
is clear that if want to protect the 
consumer, we have to introduce 
appropriate and more stringent 
legislations.

Compliance
 
Legislations are not enough. One 
has to ensure that they are enfor-
ced. Absence of or inadequate en-
forcement of the legislations would 
mean that the consumer is not pro-
tected. Consumer rights are still 
being violated daily. In the absence 
of compliance, legislations and the 
good intentions of policy-makers 
would be dead letters. 
 APEC is of the view that a new 
mechanism, based on best prac-
tices, to enforce compliance and 
protect the consumer has to be set 
up. It would act as a strong deter-
rent for importers, manufacturers 
and traders to break the law. On 
other hand, the consumer has to 
be systematically educated on his 
rights and responsibilities so that he 
takes an informed decision.
 The Ministry of Business, Enter-
prise, Cooperatives and Consumer 
Protection should be indulged in 
a nation-wide campaign to ex-
plain the rationale behind consu-
mer protection and in the same 
way, convey a strong message to 
those traders who do not comply 
to legislations. 
 There should be such outreach 
activities through the network of 
social and welfare centers, women’s 
centers, social security bureaux 
around the country towards these 
sensitization programmes geared 
towards the empowerment of 
the consumers. 

 Suttyhudeo TENGUR

President APEC
22 septembre 2010

The supermarket - now an essential part of the Mauritian life-style.

Association for the protection 
of the environment and 
consumers (APEC)

Corpo sano, mente sana ]

After a heart ac-
cident, many 
live in the fear 
of having ano-

ther attack and studies 
have shown that 10% of 
post-infarct patients may 
have another one within 
a year of leaving the hos-
pital. The risk drops to 
about 3% each year after 
that. Changes in lifestyle 
can help lower this risk 
as well as increase life 
expectancy.

Myocardial infarct 
means damage to a seg-
ment of the heart muscle 
and when healing occurs 
after 4 to 8 weeks, it is 
replaced by scar tissue. 
During this time, physi-
cal activity should be re-
sumed gradually.

Exercise is recom-
mended as it strengthens 
the heart muscles, helps 
lose weight and keep it 
off, lowers blood pressure 
and cholesterol to name 
but a few benefits to the 
patient. Physical exercise 
should be gradual, with 
warm-up and cooling 
programmes, and aerobic 
activities should be given 
an important place. Also, 
exercise will bring out any 
residual problem such as 
breathlessness or angina. 
Again, your cardiologist 
will advise you to moni-
tor your heart rate during 
the exercise and the level 
of heart rate to aim at.

Most people can nor-
mally go back to work wi-
thin one to three months 
after the heart attack. The 
amount of time off from 
work depends on the se-
verity of the heart attack 
and how strenuous the 
work is, although better 
treatments are available 
to recover swiftly. Some 
post-infarct patients may 
suffer from depression 
and helplessness. It is 
important that the pa-
tient expresses his or her 
feelings by talking to the 
family or doctor. 

Stents and bypass 
surgery are procedures 
which are done to reo-

pen arteries and these 
treatments cannot stop 
Atherosclerosis (thicke-
ning of arteries). Hence, 
the best way to maintain 
good results and protect 
the other arteries from 
deterioration is to adopt 
a heart-healthy lifestyle 
by maintaining a healthy 
weight, staying away from 
cigarettes, controlling the 
blood pressure, keeping 
diabetes in check, exerci-
sing, eating healthy food, 
managing stress and ha-
ving  regular heart moni-
toring by the doctor. 

Also, in our country, 
many patients are in-
hibited, reluctant and 
dare not ask questions 
about resuming their 
sexual activity. In gene-
ral, sexual activity should 
be avoided for two to six 
weeks after a heart attack 
and one to two weeks 
after a stent procedure. 
For a bypass heart sur-
gery, it is recommended 
to resume sexual activity 
after four to six weeks so 
as to allow adequate time 
for the chest and leg in-
cisions to heal. In fact, 
both exercise and sex are 
good for cardiovascular 
health but your cardiolo-
gist is the only one who 
is capable of determining 
your risk level, which de-
pends on the size of your 
heart attack and related 
complications, such as 
heart failure or arrhyth-
mia (palpitations). 

Moreover, it is im-
portant that the patient 
takes all prescribed me-
dication scrupulously 
and regularly. One medi-
cine named Clopidogrel, 
commonly prescribed af-
ter stenting, is vital and 
although very expensive, 
it should be taken for at 
least 1 year. The generic, 
costing a mere Rs 180 for 
a month’s supply, is to be 
avoided after a stent. It is 
good to note that our pu-
blic hospitals distribute 
the original Clopidogrel 
to post-stent patients ins-
tead of the generics.

Life after 
a heart 

accident 

By Dr. Cassam HINGUN
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Drum vid – someone who lacks substance 
Our exploration of the Kreol language continues apace. Our nightmare? Feeding our readers slim pickings. That’s why this week we’ve dished up yet 
another rich offering for you: a “drum vid”, which translates to “empty barrel”, refers to someone who talks a lot but is mostly devoid of substance. 
To be enjoyed in moderation. 

Kreol korner]

Fast food with style

Karan and Amjad will welcome you 
with an amazing variety of subs. From the outside, 

it looks like a chic 
coffee house. If you 
step in, however, 

you will discover that the 
chic element is combined 
with a whole new concept: 
that fast food need not 
rhyme with a quick greasy 
bite.

The new challenge which 
Karan Kanhye and his Syrian 
brother-in-law Amjad Hamza 
have taken up is that of offering 
their customers not only a quick 
and effi cient service but also 

one which is concerned about 
their health and comfort. Their 
ambition is to make customers 
conscious of what they eat; their 
message is “our range of food will 
complement your daily diet rather 
than just satisfying your appetite.”

The idea of opening “Sub 
Xpress” on the ground fl oor of 
Phoenix Les Halles came as a 
kind of compromise between 
the two brothers-in-law who 
had two different visions of what 
the Mauritian customer needs. 
Amjad is a fan of being served 
and eating in comfort. “When I 
eat out,” he says, “I don’t like to 
stand and queue up for my food. 
I like to be served and I’d much 
rather eat in comfort.” Karan, on 
the other hand, is convinced that 
the customer has little time to eat 
and needs to be served fast. The 
compromise came in the form of 
offering fast service but banking 
on healthy food and the comfort 
of a restaurant which can seat up 
to 45 diners in a place where 
they have access to newspa-
pers  and magazines as well 
as wifi . Whether you are an 
offi ce worker or a shopper 
who wants to take a break 

at lunch-time, the range of subs 
and salads available is vast. You 
choose  the fi llings and sauces to 
go on the submarine bread - and 
soon wholemeal bread will also be 
an option.The fl exibility this type 
of eating offers is amazing. The 
food you eat may have a totally 
different taste depending on the 
sauce you choose to accompany it 
with. And the faint-hearted can, in 
fact, opt to eat without any sauce. 
The generous amount of salad 
which accompanies each sub is 
really refreshing. 

If, after a healthy meal, you 
feel you deserve a treat, you can 
choose from the fairly wide range 
of cakes and pastries or you can 
opt for their famous home-made 
chocolate mousse. If you want 
to stick to your diet, you can end 
your meal with a delicious cup 
of coffee. About the 
coffee, Am-

jad, who spent 15 years in the food 
and beverage business in the U.K., 
simply says, “I am Syrian. For me 
coffee is not just a drink. I treat it 
in the same way people treat wine. 
The variety of beans is endless and 
so are the different combinations. 
For fi ne coffee, you taste, pick and 
choose what you want to serve 
your customers. Because they de-
serve the very best.”

And to encourage you to 
sample the best subs, coffee and 
pastries, “Sub Xpress” offers a 
Happy Hour between 3 and 5p.m. 
on Mondays through Fridays. You 
can also take advantage of the 30% 
discount on house drinks. They 
are confi dent you will go back.  

Touria PRAYAG
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coffee, Am-


