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by Touria PRAYAG

Editorial ]

I  hereby claim this land and all its riches in the name 
of His Majesty King James the First and do name 
this settlement Jamestown....no further ado. The land 
becomes yours. If you think this language is outda-

ted, think again.
Naturally, no one is insensitive to the predicament and preca-

riousness of the poor, wherever they are. Human hardship should 
and does touch every one of us and the number of our compatriots 
left out of the development of this country and who now live in ab-
ject poverty is a blemish on our conscience. Our guests in “Straight 
Talk” today express such feelings. But one should not confuse po-
verty with opportunism and lawlessness.

The plight of the squatters is of course heart-breaking. The 
images of parents in Dubreuil leaving demolished make-shift homes, 
carrying their most precious cargo, their children, on their backs will 
forever haunt us. A closer look, however, reveals a reality equally 
disturbing but one which it is not politically correct to mention.

One of our journalists, Aline Groême-Harmon, visited these 
squatters and took time to talk to them at length. Her verdict is very 
clear. To the question of how they crossed the barrier into illega-
lity, the answers are similar: in 2003, they saw the situation of other 
squatters in Dubreuil being legalised. “Lerla nou dir less nou tant enn 
sans kitfoi nou ousi nou pou pass pareil” (So we thought why not try 
our luck to see if we too manage to get the same treatment). Some of 
these squatters are cripplingly poor and, at times, too infi rm to work. 
Many, on the other hand, reportedly have no intention of making 
any effort beyond the opportunism of asking for hand-outs from 
the government.  Others have fallen prey to big-time opportunists 
as these settlements always increase specifi cally during the run up 
to each general election.

We are all relieved that the minister of Housing and Land has 
found a temporary solution which has at least quieted critics. But this 
peace will be short-lived as the reaction of other compatriots will be 
just about as automatic as the reaction to a doctor’s refl ex hammer. 
You hardly need a scientifi c study to bear out the theory that the way 
to produce more squatters is to give them rights which other more 
deserving people do not have simply because the latter did not take 
the law into their own hands. If these squatters pull it off, they will 
leapfrog those who are working hard, paying rent out of their meagre 
earnings and contributing to their PEL account while standing in 
the housing queue. And the reason will be that those more deserving 
citizens who are working hard will not get what they have paid for 
just because they did not dare break the law. A terrible message in 
unfairness to send to the population.

Mr. Kasenally should not give in to the pressure of the self-pro-
claimed spokespersons who are seeking the limelight.  He has the 
duty to look at the big picture and help those who are in need of help. 
Law-abiding citizens should not be pushed to the bottom rung of 
the ladder of priorities. Also, to empower people, you need to help 
them help themselves if they are willing to do so. Shakeel Mohamed 
talks in this edition of the Weekly of  20 000 vacancies available in the 
private sector. Our journalist talks about young and healthy squatters 
who “tras trassé”.  It is incongruous! Before Abu Kasenally appeals 
to Xavier Duval for help, his fi rst stop should be the Ministry of 
Labour. If the solution is not there, it is unlikely to be anywhere else. 

weekly@lexpress.mu 

Looking 
at the big picture

 pp. > 38-39

S T R A I G H T T A L K ]

Insert N°3 • Friday 6 AUGUST  2010 

[ I N T E R V I E W

Public Procurement Act
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Shakeel Mohamed
“Mauritians don’t want to do 

hard jobs.”



This week has seen the 
nomination of Megh Pillay 
as director-general of the 
State Trading Corporation 
(STC), replacing Ranjit 
Soomaroah. The opposition 
has hailed his nomination 
as a positive change for this 
parastatal organization. In a 
press conference, Paul Bé-
renger declared, “We know 
his competence and his in-
tegrity, and we are counting 
on him to say ‘no’ to any 
strange business.” As a re-
minder, Megh Pillay has, in 
the past, been the General 
Manager/CEO (Chief Exe-
cutive Officer) of the Agri-
cultural Marketing Board, 
the CEO of Mauritius Te-
lecom and the General Ma-
nager/CEO at Air Mauritius. 
Before this nomination as 
the director-general of the 
STC, he was the CEO of 
International Financial 
Consulting Ltd. 

Ranjit Soomaroah, the 
controversial outgoing di-
rector-general of the STC, 
had offered to resign in 
May, despite his contract 
ending in June. His resi-
gnation was not accepted 
by the minister of Industry 
and Commerce, Showku-
tally Soodhun, who wished 
Soomaroah to remain in of-
fice until his successor had 

been nominated and all pro-
cedures cleared. Soomaroah 
claimed that his resignation 
was motivated by profes-
sional reasons, mentioning 
a job offer from the private 
sector prior to the elections 
with a more attractive sala-
ry. Other sources, however, 
indicate that his resigna-
tion was solely triggered 
by conflicts with the new 
minister of Industry and 
Commerce. 

The STC is the trading 
arm of the government and 
is responsible for the im-
portation of essential com-
modities such as petroleum 
products, rice, cement, flour 
and liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG). It has been, in 
the past, linked with the 
controversial importation 
of “Amul” milk and of flour 
from Turkey which was unfit 
for consumption. More re-
cently, it is the importation 
of rice which is being criti-
cized. The contract for the 
procurement of this staple 
food did not, apparently, 
go through the tender pro-
cess, but simply through 
quotations. As a result, “riz 
ration” is imported from 
a company that was pre-
viously not deemed eligible. 
The awkward and contra-
dictory attitude with which 

the minister of Commerce, 
Showkutally Soodhun, han-
dled the “rice situation” 
added insult to injury. In-
deed, after first stating 
on June15th that the rice 
available was of “the best 
quality at the best price,” 
he affirmed, less than two 
weeks later, that he was 
not satisfied with the qua-
lity of the rice and that he 
had personally warned the 
director of the company 
in question that no more 
orders would be placed if 
the next consignment is of 
the same poor quality. Mr. 
Soodhun was also unable 
to answer a direct question 
concerning the existence of 
a “performance bond” with 
the rice importer.  

With the number of 
problems surrounding the 
STC under its past director 
general, a lot is expected of 
Mr. Pillay to rectify the si-
tuation. He will have to take 
many important decisions, 
notably on the question of 
freight related to the trans-
port of petroleum products. 
He will also have to ensure 
that poor quality rice and 
flour do not make their way 
back on the local market. 

Rachel LUCHMUN 

Kiteival
The more adventurous will love 

to join in the third edition of Kiteival, 
the unique kite surf event to be held in different 
stages around Mauritius from 14th to 22nd August. 
Kiteival allows riders to kite on all the best spots of the Island 
and discover some of the most beautiful lagoons. The event is 
being organised by Nico Kux, Kiteival’s Technical Director, 
who is a National Kite Instructor IKO Certified and Albert 
d’Unienville, Naïade Resorts Events Manager. The event is 
being supported by Naïade Resorts.  Each kite surfing event 
will have a final competition. The event is the perfect way to 
get kite surf enthusiasts together. For more information and to 
sign up for the festival, visit www.kiteival.com.

Humour des Iles
Laugh your stress away on 

Friday 13th August, with 
Humour des Iles, a show 
organised by Hemisphere 
Events and held at the 
Mahatma Gandhi Institute 

in Mauritius. The show will 
include artists from Mauri-
tius and Reunion Island. The 
group Kas Dan Tas will repre-

sent Mauritius, while Jean Lau-
rent Faubourg, Marie-Alice Sinaman et Thierry Jardinot of 
the group Vin Rie Ek Cousins, will represent Reunion Island. 
Tickets are available at Rs 500 or Rs 300. Call Rezo Otayo for 
more information on 466 9999. 

Carmen
Enjoy the beauty of the fa-

mous opera Carmen this Sep-
tember at J & J Auditorium, 
Phoenix. The performances will 
be held at 8pm on Friday 10th, 
Tuesday 14th and Saturday 
18th September, and at 3pm 
on Sunday 12th and 19th 
September. Organised by 
Fondation Spectacles et 
Culture, the show will in-
clude Mauritian artists like Vé-
ronique Zuël-Bungaroo, Natacha Finette-Constantin, 
Jean-Michel Ringadoo, Tico Soupaya and Denys Martineau 
as well as international artists like Francesco Petrozzi, Matias 
Tosi and Katrin Caine. The lead role will be played by mezzo-
soprano Ann-Katrin Naïdu. Tickets are already available 
through Rézo Otayo. Call 466 9999 for more information.

MSPCA Dog Show 2010
Animal lovers don’t forget to check out the dog show on 

Sunday 8th August, as from 9am at St Mary’s College, Rose 
Hill. The event is being organised by the Mauritius Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (MSPCA) and the Féde-
ration Canine Centrale (FCC). This year, new features have 
been added such as the “Griffons Mauriciens” dog category 
and a stand to provide information on the different 
dog breeds. Visitors will enjoy the beauty, agility 
and obedience contests as well as various 
demonstrations. The beauty contest is a 
competition open to the members of breed 
clubs affiliated to the FCC.
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The new face of the STC

Grains of discord: the quality of “diri rasion” frequently gives rise to controversy.
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Her name is Sakineh Mo-
hammadi Ashtiani; she was born 
43 years ago in Iran and she has 
been sentenced to be stoned to 
death. Ashtiani, a mother of two, 
was found guilty of adultery by an 
Iranian court in 2006. Her case, 
because of the issue of brutal and 
inhuman punishment, has provo-
ked an international outcry. 

Originally sentenced to 99 
lashes for her alleged “illicit re-
lationship outside of marriage,” 
Ashtiani endured that corporal 
punishment in front of her then 
17-year-old son in 2006. She was 
subsequently cleared of murder 
charges against her husband but 
a judicial panel then reviewed 
Ashtiani’s “adultery sentence” 
and, based on unspecifi ed “judges’ 
knowledge,” concluded that she 
should be put to death by stoning 
for the alleged affair for which she 
had already been punished.

Since then, many Iranian Hu-
man Rights activists have publi-
cized Ashtiani’s case. To counter 
the growing awareness campaign 
against this barbaric punishment - 
by a State against one of its citizens 
(while a State is supposed to be a 
security provider), Iranian authori-
ties have recently revealed that the 
sentence has been frozen but there 

have been no reports as to whether 
a new sentence has been imposed. 
And Ashtiani is still being held in 
an unknown prison waiting for 
her sentence to be carried out or 
commuted.

Last week, some human rights 
activists sent a letter to Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
– one of the rare world leaders to 
have a good working relationship 
with the Iranian regime. Lula 
even proposed to give sanctuary 
to Ashtiani. But  on  Tuesday, Iran 
rejected Brazil’s offer of asylum. 
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Ramin Mehmanparast said 
Lula lacked “suffi cient informa-
tion about Ashtiani’s case”, repor-
ted the state news agency Agencia 
Brasil.

Size of stones!

According to Arsalan Iftikhar, 
an international human rights 
lawyer and legal fellow for the 
Institute for Social Policy and Un-
derstanding in Washington, DC, 
the Iranian penal code specifi es the 
procedures for the death penalty 
and the types of rocks that should 
be used in stoning executions. “Ar-
ticle 102 of the Iranian penal code 
states that men will be buried up to 

their waists and women up to their 
breasts for the purpose of execu-
tion by stoning.” Furthermore, 
Article 104 states, with reference 
to the penalty for adultery, that 
“the stones used should not be 
large enough to kill the person by 
one or two strikes; nor should they 
be so small that they could not be 
defi ned as stones.” This makes it 
clear that the purpose of stoning is 
to infl ict maximum pain in a pro-
cess leading to a slow death, which 
would be tantamount to “cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment” 
under the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Over the past 30 years, with 
the establishment of the Islamic 
Republic in 1979, Islamic funda-
mentalism took over the laws of 
the country. Consequently, wo-
men and the right to their bodies 
became the focus of the Islamic 
laws in Iran. In other words, fun-
damentalist rulers of Iran have clai-
med as their own the inherent right 
of a woman to her body. Therefore, 
many (no statistics available) have 
suffered such inhumane punish-
ment in Iran. 

Article 5 of the U.N. Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights 
states that “no one shall be subjec-
ted to torture or to cruel, inhuman 

or degrading treatment or punish-
ment.” Adopted in 1948 by the 
UN General Assembly, in addition 
to outlawing torture categorically, 
this international treaty was to be 
used as a common standard for in-
ternational law and outlined -- for 
the fi rst time ever -- fundamen-
tal human rights to be protected 
anywhere around the world.

The International Committee 
against Stoning said the campaign 
to save Ashtiani’s life will continue 
and expressed the hope that Brazil 
and other governments will keep 
up pressure on the Islamic regime 
in Tehran – and on other places in 
the world when men and women 
are being brutalized by the states 
they live in. It is not only when it 
comes to enriching uranium or 
nuclear threats that the interna-
tional community should be mo-
bilized.

Some excerpts from Iranian 
human rights activists’ blogs, 
hosted away from Iran, talk more 
about the tragic fate of many 
unknown Ashtianis: “Imagine 
faceless fi gures throwing stones 
at women. Imagine their last 
thoughts, wishes and dreams. 
Imagine them hoping to magical-
ly survive this brutal punishment. 
Imagine their children watching 

them bleed and moan as people 
throw stones with ignorance and 
cruelty. Imagine a country where 
lawyers, journalists, human rights 
and women’s rights advocates 
who courageously speak out 
against unjust laws often face 
grave consequences such as de-
tention or exile...” Imagine a world 
without stoning! Imagine a world 
where a woman’s nose will not 
be cut off because she does not 
want to be terrorized by a regime. 
Imagine that we continue to ad-
vocate against our mothers’ suffe-
rings even if it is not March 8th or 
Mothers’ Day...

The ABC Cinema in Rose Hill, which not so long ago was a favorite venue for fi lm-lovers old and young, has recently been forced 
to close down. After 30 years of existence the ABC, which was the realisation of a childhood dream of the Chady brothers, has 
fi nally lost the battle against the counterfeit DVD industry.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Silence is golden]

Robert Desveaux, 
NEF Chairman, answering 
critics about the “leve paké 

allé”operation:

“I am Chairman because 
of my competency not because 
of any political affi liation.’’  Yes, 

we all know that, don’t we?! 

Well said ]

Navin Ramgoolam about 
Air Mauritius:

“I’m asking A.M to review 
its position. People will not fl y 12 
hours with an airline if the plane 
is not comfortable. We always 

speak in terms of money and all 
the research which is done. We 

should be more practical’’

Jean-Luc EMILE
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By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

IRAN: Sakineh, sentenced to die 
under a rain of stones 

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani
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Brinksmanship
Spare a thought for Nowbuth Ashis Kumar. 

This young Brinks employee was suspended last 
week after calling a private radio station to de-
nounce his working conditions. Naturally, he had 
recourse to official channels within the company 
before voicing his grievances over the airwaves. 
When no one listened to him, he did what many 
Mauritians do when they want their voices to be 
heard: he went public with his protests. The only 
problem is that Brinks had conveniently included 
a clause in his contract stipulating that he’s not 
allowed to speak to the press. This is cause for 
preoccupation.  

But first things first. According to Nowbuth 
Ashis Kumar, Brinks employs around 4 000 
people. Seeing how ubiquitous the company’s 
white and blue pickups have become on our roads, 
I was surprised the figure wasn’t in fact higher. 
In some regions, Brinks’s presence seems to ou-
tweigh that of the police force. On the face of it, 
there’s nothing stupendously wrong with that. 
Mauritians are feeling increasingly insecure; er-
go the demand for services of the type provided 
by companies like Brinks has soared. It all boils 
down to the law of supply and demand. 

Yet there’s something vaguely unsettling about 
a private organization that profits so handsomely 
from what is undoubtedly one of the gravest pro-
blems facing the country. Its desire to gag its em-
ployees will only add grist to the mill of those who 
view the ascension of private security companies 
with suspicion. Given that these entities specialize 
in a field of work that often blurs the line between 
the private and public sectors, this censorious 
behaviour will hopefully raise some eyebrows in 
official circles. 

For if the police force is, in principle at least, 
accountable to the people (its motto is “let the 
good of the people be the supreme law”), security 
firms are accountable primarily to their sharehol-
ders. Admittedly, the success of the likes of Brinks 
and their ilk is partly attributable to an erosion 
of trust in the ability and integrity of the police. 
If Mauritians felt confident that our men in blue 
were up to the task of protecting and serving 
them, they wouldn’t feel the need to pay private 
companies to do just that.

In an interview given to l’express Weekly ear-
lier this year, the CEO of Brinks, Eric Rey, de-
nied that security firms were gradually replacing 
law enforcement agencies. He also evoked the 
idea of “controlled partnerships” between the 
State and private companies whereby the latter 
would complement the former. Given how urgent 
the law and order problem has become, it’s ar-
guable that the police need all the help they can 
get. The authorities should proceed with caution 
however: outsourcing the country’s security is not 
something to be taken lightly. In particular, they 
should demand of organizations such as Brinks 
that they operate transparently and treat their 
employees decently.

The impression one gets from Nowbuth Ashis 
Kumar’s account is that the company is attemp-
ting to shirk both these responsibilities. Given its 
ambitions, that will simply not do. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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The Terre 
Rouge-Verdun 
highway is part 
of the govern-
ment’s plan 
to alleviate 
congestion in 
the capital. Yet, 
it also comes 
with a social 
cost. 

It’s 11h30 in Boulin-
grin, a sleepy hamlet 
nestled at the foot of 
the iconic Pieter Both 

mountain. Female labourers, 
their faces wizened by the sun, 
are working in the sugar cane 
fi elds. Barely a stone’s throw 
away from this timeless scene, 
something altogether more 
mechanical is afoot. Indeed, 
trucks, tractors and excavators 
are trundling noisily back and 
forth, preparing the terrain for 
what will one day be a section 
of the Terre Rouge-Verdun 
highway. The lives of the 115 
families inhabiting this parcel 
of paradise are about to change 
drastically. 

Sradhanand, 57, has lived 
his whole life in Boulingrin. 
His fi nger traces an arc from 
left to right, indicating where 
the motorway, which is part 
of the government’s Road De-
congestion Programme, will 
pass. This act is unnecessary. 
The route has already been 
cleared. From our vantage in 
the middle of the valley, we 
can see a thick line of red earth 
snaking over a hill, through a 

patchwork of green fi elds past 
Bois Pignolet and all the way 
down towards Long Mountain. 
The sight is undeniably arres-
ting.  

Sradhanand is quick to 
stress that he does not oppose 
the highway project. Nor do 
any other villagers for that 
matter. They do however have 
issues with the way the Road 
Development Agency (RDA) 
has kept the inhabitants in the 
dark about how the highway is 
going to affect their tranquil 
existences. In particular, they 
are worried that the motorway 
will cut Boulingrin off from 
Long Mountain where most of 
the the region’s local amenities, 
such as schools and shops and 
bus stops, are located. 

And they have a point. The 
access road linking the two lo-
cales will be scythed in two by 
the highway. As is its wont, the 
RDA has not deemed it neces-
sary to inform those who will 
be affected by this whether any 
dispositions will be taken to 
allay the fears of the villagers. 
“As things stand we only have 
to travel around 300 metres to 

The road to changeThe road 
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reach Long Mountain. If the 
access road is eliminated howe-
ver, the distance will be closer to 
3km. Mauritius is not China, the 
authorities have to tell us what’s 
going on”, says Sradhanand

Anil, 53, agrees. “The RDA 
should’ve met with us and let us 
know whether they’re going to 
build another access road”, he 
remarks. When Sradhanand 
approached the consultant 
charged with liaising with the 
inhabitants, he was told that 
they had to get organized to 
ensure that their concerns 
were taken onboard. “How are 
we meant to do this? Should we 
send a petition to Anil Bachoo 
[the minister of Public infras-
tructure]?”, he asks. Neither 
can anyone on the construction 
site enlighten us. In French ac-
cents, the supervisors working 
for the contractor AJMC-Colas 
tell us that “discussions are still 
being held at the level of the en-
gineers” to see whether a new 
access road will be built in or-
der to allow villagers to reach 
Long Mountain.

Another reservation voiced 
by the villagers is the amount 
of agricultural land that will 
be lost to asphalt. Indeed, the 
valley, which is renowned for 
its fertile soil, will undoubte-
dly look and feel a lot diffe-

rent once it is transected by a 
50-metre wide highway. “The 
earth here is very rich. Every 
evening a soft rain falls keeping 
everything nice and damp”, ex-
plains Ramesh, 67. The area is 
also well-known for the high 
number of lawyers and doctors 
it has produced, thanks largely 
to a culture of hard work and 
discipline and the generosity of 
the earth. 

What will happen to the 
undulant fi elds of pineapples, 
ginger and vegetables once 
the tendrils of tarmac have ta-
ken hold? “We will adapt but 
it’s a pity that the authorities 
always look after their own inte-
rests before those of the people”, 
he opines before disclosing 
that many of the small plan-
ters didn’t receive a rupee of 
compensation in return for the 
compulsory acquisition of their 
land for the simple reason that 
they didn’t have the necessary 
papers. Having previously lost 
eight arpents of land to the Jin-
Fei Economic Zone, Ramesh 
knows what it’s like to be on the 
wrong end of a big infrastruc-
ture project. It’s only after se-
veral planters banded together 
in a cooperative and took the 
matter to the Supreme Court 
that they were able to obtain 
reparations for their loss.  

The decision to sacrifi ce an 
umpteenth tract of fertile land 
on the altar of development 
does indeed seem to be at sixes 
and sevens with the govern-
ment’s much-trumpeted objec-
tive of increasing the country’s 
food production. Yet given 
how fed up Mauritians are 
with traffi c jams, you probably 
won’t fi nd too many people 
complaining about this loss. In 
Parliament on Tuesday, Anil 
Bachoo affi rmed that the Road 
Decongestion Programme was 
part of a “holistic solution to the 
congestion problem affecting the 
Curepipe-Port Louis-Terre Rouge 
corridor”. It’s arguable that, in 
order for this statement (the 
“holistic” part at least) to ring 
true, the authorities should’ve 
at least tried to fi nd a way of 
not frittering away some of the 
island’s best agricultural land 
for the sake of a highway. 

Another question mark 
hangs over the way these sorts 
of projects are going to impact 
on the fi bre of rural Mauritius. 
“It’s good to have development 
but it’s sad that it’ll come at the 
cost of our peace and quiet”, 
notes Anil, 53, as he scans the 
horizon. That’s a price the au-
thorities are willing to pay. 

Nicholas RAINER

Frittering 
away some 

of the 
island’s best 
agricultu-
ral land for 
the sake of a 

highway.

Ripailles is on the other side.
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The road to changeto change

Looking forward to the future or 
feeling nostalgic for the past?  



● The current labour si-
tuation is not brilliant is it? 
You are sitting on a volcano.
    If you mean that the workers of 
Mauritius are so warm and that the 
warmth emanating from that vol-
cano is the warmth of the workers, 
I agree.

● I’d like to look at it with 
the same positivity but the job 
losses in the textile sector do 
not allow me to. 

Actually, to be very precise, 
from January to June 2010, in the 
textile factories, there have been no 
more than 110 job losses.

● The fi gures I have tell a 
different story. In New Island 
Clothing alone 120 people have 
lost their job: 75 Mauritians 
and 45 expats.

And all of them have been re-
deployed, already.

● All 120?
Yes, out of the 120, there are 

70 Mauritians and the rest are ex-
patriates. My priority is of course 
all workers but within that priority, 
Mauritians are my priority. And, 
those Mauritians have been taken 
up by Candy Tex Mauritius Ltd. 
All of them. Even the foreigners 
have been offered the possibility of 
working at Candy Tex Mauritius. 
So we can’t speak of job losses as 
such. Let us say there has been a 
change of job location, a different 
company, a different geographical 
area. When I hear of a member 
of the opposition wanting to put 
a parliamentary question about 
job losses last week, and then he 
doesn’t turn up in Parliament, I 
know that he knows the answer.

● And what IS the answer?
The answer is very simple. I 

mean in the textile and tourism 
industry- we are not experien-
cing job losses to the extent of 
saying that the situation is very 
bad. We are far from the days 
when, from 2001 to 2004, 
45,000 people lost their jobs in 
textile factories. We are far from 
the days of the then minister 
of Finance, now leader of the 
opposition, when more than 
16,000 workers lost their jobs 
in 2004 alone! When I say ‘lost’ 
I mean really lost because none 
of them was re-deployed. Now 
we’re talking about 115, and 
out of these 115, most of them 
are being re-directed and re-de-
ployed to another factory.

● You were lucky in this 
case, because there was a fac-
tory that took them on. But 
that’s not the end of it, is it? 
Because there are still other 
companies that seem to be in 
diffi culty.

There are other companies 
that are in diffi culty, but then again, 
as I’ve said, it’s so easy for a compa-
ny to come forward and say, “Well, 
you know, we are going to reduce 
our workforce for economic rea-
sons.” When I listen to companies 
saying this and I go, “Alright, well 
what are the economic problems?” 
They are very surprised when I ask 
and some even think that I have no 
right to put that question to them. 

● Do you?
Of course because if, for ins-

tance, New Island Clothing wants 
to reduce its workforce for econo-
mic reasons and pay the workers 
who have been made redundant 
according to the law, because it’s 
an economic reason, they need to 
prove to me that it’s an economic 
reason. 

● And how do they do 
that?

Through giving me access 
to their books. That’s what I’ll do 
for all the companies that come 
forward and say, “There is an eco-
nomic reason”. 

● Is the euro crisis not an 
economic reason?

I’m sorry, I’ll give you a simple 
example. About three years ago, 
New Island Clothing made more 
than Rs 35 million profi t and, two 
years later, they are reducing their 
workforce. Because they have over-
extended themselves and invested 
in Madagascar. Because the Ciel 
group has invested in other places, 
do Mauritian workers have to suf-
fer because of their investment?

● The criticism of the 
unions is that you wait until 
they sack workers and then 
you go and investigate. You 
are not doing enough to pre-
vent job losses. You wait for 
the lay-offs and then you go 
and tell them, ‘Wait, show me 
the books and I want to know if 
you have real problems’.

That’s all I can do according 
to the law. It is not the role of the 
ministry of labour and employ-
ment to go and spoon-feed the 
company to make sure it doesn’t 
close down. I cannot go and give 

them lessons in management. The 
role of government is to facilitate 
business and job creation as well 
as stop companies from doing 
anything that is illegal. Having said 
that, at the level of the ministry of 
Finance, there is a committee that 
has been set up to make sure that 
the euro “problem” does not cause 
problems. The committee has 
already been set up and is already 
working on it.

● What is this committee 
going to do in concrete terms?

In concrete terms, they are ba-
sically going to, as you said, moni-
tor those companies which are in 
diffi culty to prevent lay-offs.

● Through the stimulus 
package?

The situation has gone beyond 
the scope of the stimulus package. 
As I’ve heard from many quar-
ters, the issue is not the stimulus 
package; the issue is getting orders 
from abroad. Now, if there are 
problems abroad, they do not get 
orders. As countries tighten their 
spending, we are going to get fewer 
orders. As the minister of Labour, I 
cannot go and tell these countries, 
‘You know, you shouldn’t adopt 
those policies because my factories 
aren’t selling.’ 

● Is your aim to stop the 
lay-offs of the workers?

My aim is to stop the unlaw-
ful and unreasonable laying off of 
workers and see to it that the rights 
of the workers are respected. I work 
within the parameters permitted 
by my ministry. But there is a mis-
conception. I do not know why. Is 
it simply because the press wants to 
look for news?

● You think we invent lay-
offs or maybe sack 120 workers 
to make news?

Well sometimes I wonder 
when I hear a question of the sort, 
which basically says, ‘Well, what 
are you going to do to stop people 
from being laid off, in concrete 
terms?’ What do you want me 
to do? The only thing I can do in 
“concrete terms” is to make sure 
that when a worker is laid off, he 
is getting his compensation accor-
ding to the law. 

● But that’s just it. The law 
has changed to make it easier 
for an employer to sack his 
employee. Instead of three 
months, your government 
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Unaffected by power or the big offi ce, it was 
the same Shakeel Mohamed who answered 
our questions on the current labour situa-
tion. Simple, open, uncompromising when 
he talks about the press and rather mischie-
vous at times, he also offers his views on the 
nikah and Muslim Personal Law. You might 

even think he condones polygamy…
if you did not read between the lines. 

 Minister of Labour, Industrial Relations and Employment  

Interview
with
Shakeel Mohamed



has reduced the notice to one 
month. So it seems to be a lot 
easier to lay off workers.

You said yourself “It seems to 
be easier”. It’s a question of per-
ception. When you look at the new 
labour legislation, to put someone 
out of a job, you need to follow 
exactly what is provided for in 
the law. You cannot sack someone 
for no reason at all. If you have a 
company that has an economic 
problem, you have to establish that 
there is indeed an economic pro-
blem. What I am also doing at the 
level of my ministry is retaining 
the services of a fi nancial analyst 
to help at the level of the national 
remuneration board on salary 
compensations etc. and also to go 
through the books of the company 
to make sure that there is no mis-
management.

● And I suppose you’re al-
lowed to do that.

Of course I’m allowed to do 
that. The burden of proving that 
the termination of employment 
is for economic reasons is on the 
employer. So, for every dismissal, 
I have to be convinced that it is for 
economic reasons. When you say 
that the law is less benefi cial to the 
employee than to the employer, it 
is a question of interpretation and 
appreciation. One has to be able to 
make use of all the provisions of the 
law intelligently. There are many 
things that are said in this country 
which aren’t necessarily true every 
time. And the danger here is the 
press when they just pick up on 
what is said and make it a news 
item without any evidence or ve-
rifi cation. That’s where we have a 
population that is wrongly infor-
med, because the press has been 
negligent in not verifying.

● Are we not verifying 
with you? We are getting the 
information from the horse’s 
mouth!

Yes, but you are harping on 
about job losses, when there aren’t 
any. 

● People have lost their 
jobs, I have not invented that, 
and other workers are on 
strike aren’t they?

Strike? What strike?

● There are 163 Indian 
workers on strike in Texto. You 
are not suggesting the press 
has invented that too, are you?

There are 163 Indian wor-
kers who have violated our laws 
and you are not even condem-
ning them?! 

● Tell me why I should.
O.K. I’ll tell you: The workers 

from Texto have decided to strike 
because they do not have overtime. 
Which of our laws states that an 
employee has to get overtime ma-
datorily? If a company doesn’t have 
orders and therefore cannot give 
overtime, how can we force the 
employer to give overtime? It’s ve-
ry simple. If there is a possibility of 

overtime, it is in the interest of the 
business person to give overtime to 
produce more, sell more and make 
money himself. But if there are no 
orders and the Indian workers de-
cide to stop work for such an illegal 
reason, I am of those that will not 
tolerate that. And I have given strict 
instructions: if they don’t unders-
tand, I’ll facilitate their repatriation. 
You see, the fact is, I love to see 
expatriates coming to work here. 
But, we have laws, and as minister 
of Labour, I’ve never had so many 
problems with local workers as I’ve 
had with foreigners. In Mauritius, 
we give foreign workers the right to 
join a trade union to fi ght for their 
rights. It is a huge element of our 
labour laws that there is no discri-
mination between local and foreign 
workers. As far as I’m concerned, 
if you can’t adhere to the laws, 
go home.

● Why are we importing 
labour then? Apart from the 
problems you are stating, 
don’t we have enough people 
unemployed, poor and squat-
ting on government land?

There is a huge problem of 
mismatch! I’ll give you an example. 
Just now I received “Thon des 
Mascareignes”. They tell me they 
have a problem – and this type of 
problem does not only concern 
them, but the construction sector 
as well. They want to recruit people 
to work in their factory. They have 
gone through the empowerment 
programme and have had 300 
names given to them from the 
database. They called those 300 
job seekers. Only 100 people were 
interested. Out of the 100, only 21 
went for the interview. And out of 
the 21, only 4 showed up for work.

● Why is that?
1: they did not want to work for 

45 hours, 2: they did not like the 
smell, 3: they would prefer a job in 
the government. The big illness is 
that many Mauritians want to work 
in the government. Even though 
they could get a better job, with a 
better salary, in the private sector.

● But they’d actually have 
to WORK in the private sector! 
And there is the perception of 
job security.

What security? If you do your 
job wrongly and action is taken 
against you, you are out! So this 
conception that, as a civil servant, 
I can come to work or not and no-
thing can happen to me is a thing 
of the past.

● So basically you are hap-
py with the labour situation?

Wouldn’t you be? Between 
January and June 2010, we’ve 
had in the tourism and textile 
sectors approximately 210 job 
losses, in spite of all the crises 
we have been “blessed” with. To 
put that in perspective, between 
2001 and 2004, without any 
crises, we lost more than 42,000 
jobs in the textile sector over 
4 years. You did not raise any 

alarm then. 
● That was when Aneerood 

Jugnauth was Prime minister? 
Yes, and Paul Bérenger was 

minister of fi nance. I was in the 
Parliamentary committee of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
and I know exactly what was done 
by the previous regime, which is 
basically not much. All their efforts 
were concentrated on getting Jayen 
Cuttaree to become Director Ge-
neral. So, as far as I’m concerned, 
in spite of all the crises we have 
had for the past 5 years, we have 
managed to steer away from all 
problems. 

● Going back to the foreign 
workers, the reason you’re tel-
ling me we’re hiring so many 
of them is…

Because of a huge mismatch. 
Many Mauritians don’t want to 
work in textile factories because 
they do not feel secure; in canning, 

it’s the work environment, the 
smell, the working hours… a lot of 
Mauritians do not like working at 
night, that’s a fact, as opposed to 
many of the people in the countries 
in competition with us.

● What about the 
construction sector?

In the construction industry, 
there are not enough workers that 
are skilled. There is an acute shor-
tage of skilled builders, electricians, 
pipe fi tters etc. We are importing 
electricians by the bucket load and 
bricklayers too.

● You mean our people 
are not even trained to be 
bricklayers?

Our people not only do not 
want to go and work, because it is a 
heavy-duty job, but when it comes 
to technicians and electricians, we 
do not have enough workers trai-
ned in that fi eld. 

● If there is a lack of trai-
ned people, doesn’t that mean 
that there is a lack of training 
opportunities?

The opportunities are there 
but the scope has to be widened – 
it has to be extended to those who 
do not have secondary education.

● And for the time being 
that’s not the case.

For the time being basically it 
is very diffi cult for someone with 
no secondary education at all to 
get access to training. And in my 
opinion such training, such skills, 
should be open to a lot of the 
youngsters who do not even have 
their CPE, but who have the po-
tential to be excellent workers.

● How many job vacancies 
are there as we speak? 

There are more than 20,000 
vacancies in the private sector! But 
Mauritians don’t want to do hard 
jobs. If they did, we could fi nd jobs 
for each and every one of them. 
And there are training possibilities. 
What more do you need? 

● How about the public 
sector? 

We talk about having to reduce 
wastage, to be more effi cient, so 
does that mean the public sector 
is going to become a fat cat and 
keep on recruiting? People have 
to understand this; people have to 
make an effort. People come to see 
politicians and tell them, “Give me 
a job.” How do we do that? They 
have to understand the procedures.

● Is that what you say to 
your agents and the people 
who worked for you during 
the election?

That’s what I say to all of them. 
I show them the way to the Mauri-
tius Institute of Training and Deve-
lopment (MITD) and tell them to 
get trained, acquire skills and apply 
for one of the 20, 000 vacancies on 
the list. 

● And who will work for 

you in your next campaign?  
As an agent? You mean that 

when agents work for elections they 
are supposed to get something? 

● Don’t they?
Most of them do it through 

conviction. When my agents ask 
me for jobs for their sons and 
daughters, I try to facilitate their 
access to jobs. They did not know 
about the facilities available to 
them. Once you give them the 
knowledge, they do not become 
dependant on politicians – they 
are empowered.

● The last couple of weeks, 
talk about Cehl Meeah and 
Shenaz has raised questions 
again about the concept of the 
nikah. I know you once de-
fended Muslim Personal Law 
which allows polygamy. What 
are your views?

What do you mean? 

● It’s okay for a Muslim to 
be polygamous? 

If the law of his religion allows 
him to do that, yes.

● But does Islam really al-
low a man to have more than 
one wife?

If the women have no objec-
tion, where is the problem? There 
are conditions that have to be ad-
hered to.

● One of the conditions is 
that a man must treat all his 
wives in exactly the same way 
– emotionally, economically 
and otherwise. Do you think 
a human being is capable of 
doing that?

This is not for me to decide, 
but for God. Whenever you have 
those kinds of debates that are 
brought about in the name of de-
fending women…

● I’m not defending wo-
men. I’m talking about equity. 
Would YOU take a second 
wife? 

Heavens, no! 

● Because you are human 
and therefore would not be 
able to treat them equally?

(laughs) No – because I’ve got 
a perfect wife and the reason why 
my father didn’t have a second wife 
is because my mother is perfect. 
Seriously, I would never be able to 
keep my promise to God, to treat 
everyone equally. I cannot do that. 
The conditions imposed by Islam 
are very diffi cult, if not impossible 
to meet. 

● If you can’t meet these 
conditions, what makes you 
think that other men can?

It’s for God to judge them, 
not me. The beauty of Mauritius 
is that everyone is free to practice 
their religion. We should never 
question such practice. Doing so 
is itself undemocratic. 

Interview by 
Touria PRAYAG 
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to do hard 

jobs.
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The issue of ineffi cient 
public spending is 
back on the table fol-
lowing the contro-

versy involving AJMC-Colas 
and the Road Development 
Authority (RDA). Amidst alle-
gations of bribery, it was confi r-
med in Parliament last week 
that fourteen out of twenty-six 
of the RDA’s contracts were al-
located to AJMC-Colas for in-
frastructural works, but one of 
the contracts did not go through 
the Central Procurement Board 
(CPB). Yet, this move is not 
considered illegal. The reason 
is that the contract amounted to 
Rs.81 million only and the RDA 
is allowed to bypass the C PB in 
the case of contracts of up to 
Rs.100 million. How does one 
monitor the validity of such al-
locations without going through 
the regulatory bodies? This is 
why the leader of the opposition 
is now calling for the Public Pro-
curement Act (PPA) of 2006 to 
be reviewed. 

Public procurement pro-
cedures are not as complicated 
as they may sound. What the 
taxpayer needs to understand is 
this: public procurement is sim-
ply how the government buys 
goods and services and fi nances 
infrastructural projects which will 
benefi t the people of the country. 
The government needs to allo-
cate budgets for various expenses 
and fi nd the best supplier in 
terms of cost and quality. This is 
where the tender process comes 
in. To ensure fairness and compe-
titiveness, public institutions are 
required to publicly call for ten-
ders through the CPB, to make 
sure that all relevant suppliers 
have the opportunity to make a 
bid for the contract. There are 
concerns, however, that public 
institutions may be benefi ting 
from too much freedom.

Alan Ganoo, Chairman of 
the Public Accounts Committee 
which examines public expen-
diture, has been examining the 
issue closely. He explains that one 
of the main problems with the Act 
is that the thresholds for bypassing 
the CPB have changed since the 

law was passed in 2006. “The fi -
gures were reviewed in 2009,” he 
explains. “In the past, the RDA, 
for example, could only bypass 
the tender process with contracts 
of Rs.10 million or less. Today, the 
threshold has hit Rs.100 million. 
It is a huge amount and such 
changes defeat the purpose of 
transparency. They open the door 
to an abuse of public funds.” 

Emergency 
procedures

A source involved in public 
procurement, however, argues 
that the procedures are the 
same irrespective of the value 
of the contracts. “People are 
thinking only in terms of the 
defunct Central Tender Board 
(CTB). There has been criti-
cism because of the high ceiling 
of the contracts but the process 
is always based on the principle 
of competitiveness.”

Yet, the recently published 
Audit Report picked up seve-
ral cases in which the procure-
ment process was unclear. One 
example is the case of the Mi-
crosoft Enterprise Agreement 
through which 7000 software 
licences were purchased at 
Rs.223 million, though only 19 
have  been deployed so far. The 
Ministry of Information and 
Communication Technology 
has so far denied any responsi-
bility in ordering these licences. 
According to Alan Ganoo, the 
issue in this case is that there 
may have been the use of direct 
procurement, which is diffi cult 
to monitor. “This means that 
the supplier was allocated the 
contract without facing any 
competition. The problem here 
is that we do not know if the bo-
dy was authorised to use direct 
procurement in this case.”

 The opposition has also 
contested the clause related to 
emergency procedures, which 
they say has been used on cer-
tain occasions. “The most recent 
example is that of the CEB,” says 
Alan Ganoo. “They purchased 2 
motors for Rs.1.7 billion under 
this clause. The danger of not 

having any tenders is that you 
cannot know if you have really 
obtained value for money. The 
motors were initially estimated at 
a cost of Rs1.2 billion but ended 
up costing much more.” The 
authorities concerned would 
not comment on whether emer-
gency procedures were used by 
the CEB in this case. 

Provisions too 
lenient

Alan Ganoo also pointed out 
that following an amendment in 
2009, the PPA does not apply to 
all organisations. “The ICAC, 
for example, is now an exempt 
organisation, which means that 
it is not bound by the act. An 
exempt organisation can give a 

contract of any amount to any 
supplier it chooses.”

A source involved in public 
procurement, however, says that 
efforts are being made to mo-
nitor the allocation of contracts 
by ministries, local authorities 
and parastatal bodies. Under 
the PPA, three bodies have been 
created to support the procure-
ment procedures (see inset), in-
cluding the Independent Review 
Panel (IRP). The panel can re-
verse decisions taken by the CPB 
with regard to the allocation of a 
contract. Our source says, “You 
only need to take a look at the 
number of cases which have been 
reviewed by the IRP to see that 
with the current framework, there 
is a channel for bidders to make a 
complaint. If the IRP determines 

that the plaintiff has a case, it can 
ask the responsible organisation 
to stop the project.”

Still, Alan Ganoo insists that 
there are dubious aspects of the 
law and that they should be re-
viewed. “To be fair, the introduc-
tion of a PPA is a sign of progress 
and we cannot deny that. But 
the law has shortcomings that 
need to be overcome for more 
effi ciency. We especially need to 
look into the conditions in which 
emergency procurement and di-
rect procurement are used. The 
thresholds for contracts must 
be reviewed because, right now, 
the provisions are too lenient. We 
will continue to raise this matter 
in Parliament.”

Melissa LOUIS
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Millions in taxpayers’ money are 
lost annually to waste and inade-
quate management of funds under 
public procurement. Is the law 
effi cient enough to ensure a 
transparent use of public funds?

Public Procurement Act

Looking for transparencyLooking for tran

Resurfacing of already existing roads and the construction of several new ones involves a huge expenditure eve
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How to get off 
the high horse

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

 Imagine if you will, that the Labour party was 
in the opposition and that Navin Ramgoolam was 
its leader. 

Imagine then that the African Peer Review Me-
chanism report- with the same fl attering comments 
and the same criticisms- had come out and that the 
party in power, had pretended that the report was 
super complimentary and that the criticisms didn’t 
even bear mentioning. 

What would the opposition have done, according 
to you? 

Let me help you out: Navin Ramgoolam would 
have held a press conference, exposed the parts of 
the report that have been stifl ed by the MBC, bera-
ted government for lying- being economical with the 
truth is still considered lying- and posed PNQ after 
PNQ on the matter. 

But of course the Labour party is no longer in the 
opposition and this small matter changes the entire 
perspective rather dramatically, I must say. 

So now the truth is not good enough. Reporting 
the truth, setting the record straight is now seen- if 
you wear the power goggles- as negativism bordering 
on the antipatriotic. I guess we must take comfort in 
the fact that we’re not being accused of publishing 
false news. Just of seeing things from a different 
perspective. And I guess we can live with that.

So why am I making a fuss, you’re wondering? 
Because I’m worried about this increasing abhor-
rence that those in power have towards those who 
express diverging views. 

Why oh why should a Prime minister be so ratt-
led by news of a report that he has seen and he has 
read, a report that he has been to Kampala to dis-
cuss, that he feels the need to take a dig at l’express 
for pointing out what the report is really about?

Need we remind people in government what our 
job is? To inform people. This mandate admitte-
dly takes on a more interesting twist when govern-
ment tries to hide information from the public but 
in effect, we’re still doing what the press has done 
throughout the ages- telling people what the power-
ful often don’t want them to know.

So my advice to people in government would be 
to get off their high horse- we’re getting a bit tired of 
the old we-hate-the-press gig. Notwithstanding the 
fact that angry men with bile are rather unsightly. 

So why don’t they stick to their job and we’ll stick 
to ours? But seeing as we journalists have the best 
of both worlds and that being patronizing is part of 
our job, let me make the most of it; maybe instead 
of pretending that the criticisms in the report don’t 
exist, government should take a good look at what 
outsiders see as our failings. And work on them. 

So that next time round, we could have a report 
that really does us all proud. A report that would not 
need to be hidden, a report that could be made pu-
blic so that MPs wouldn’t have to lie in Parliament 
and say that the report is “available on the internet” 
when it’s not. 

I wonder if the report says anything about mis-
leading Parliament? I’d better check! 

Regulating Public Procurement

Looking for transparencynsparency

According to the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), an interna-
tional body which supports governments in fostering 
prosperity and fi ghting poverty through economic 
growth and fi nancial stability, public procurement 
is a key policy instrument. It ordinarily accounts 
for 16% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), on 
average, in OECD member countries, which in-
clude many European nations as well as the USA 
and Australia. However, public procurement is the 
government activity most vulnerable to waste, fraud 
and corruption due to its complexity, the size of the 
fi nancial fl ows it generates and the close interac-
tion between the public and the private sectors. In 
Mauritius, the Public Procurement Act was voted 
in 2006 to provide a more simplifi ed and transpa-
rent procurement process. Three independent bo-
dies were created under the act. The Procurement 
Policy Offi ce acts as a watchdog, ensuring that 

the law is being respected. It is also responsible for 
gathering feedback and providing training in public 
procurement in collaboration with the University of 
Technology of Mauritius. The Central Procurement 
Board approves and awards major contracts on be-
half of public bodies, taking care of the call for ten-
ders. The third body, the Independent Review Panel, 
examines complaints from unsatisfi ed bidders. In 
2009, the threshold of contracts that could be han-
dled by ministries without going through the Cen-
tral Procurement Board was increased from Rs.15 
million to Rs.50 million. For all other public bodies, 
it was increased from Rs.15 million to Rs.50 million 
and from Rs.50 million to Rs.100 million. The idea 
in changing these thresholds and giving more res-
ponsibility to public institutions was to make the 
process smoother and faster, as there have always 
been complaints that excessive bureaucracy often 
delays projects. 
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Fighting Corruption
Aside from promoting economic development and encouraging 
competition, public procurement legislation has the mission of 
reducing or preventing corruption through accountability and 
transparency - key ingredients of good governance. However, things 
may not always be so simple. Ranked 42nd in the 2009 Transparen-
cy International Corruption Perception Index, with a Corruption 
Perception Index (CPI) of 5.4, Mauritius does not seem to have had 
much success in that respect. On the other hand, few countries can 
boast that  their procurement laws have been effective in combating 
corruption. Ghana, for instance, has not made much improvement 
since the adoption of their Act in 2003. Seven years later, its CPI is 
still fl uctuating around the same 3.5 score. 

However, the existence of such a legal framework promotes national in-
terest by enhancing a country’s national image. The procurement laws 
of member states of the European Union (EU) are designed to promote 
a free-market economy and, more importantly, to prevent states from 
abiding by the policy of restricting their transactions to the national 
market. Cross-border regulations might explain the better CPI scores 
of EU countries such as the United Kingdom (7.7) and Denmark (9.3). 
Nevertheless, having a low corruption index does not necessarily imply 
that the procurement laws are fl awless. Harmonizing EU regulations 
and requirements with the respective countries’ national laws may be 
quite challenging – a problem not faced by Mauritius.

R.L. & N.F. 
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SavingSaving  
our natural heritageour natural heritage

Thirty-fi ve percent of 
the island’s endemic 
fl ora is classifi ed as en-
dangered according to 

the Red List established by the In-
ternational Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN). This 
means that there are very few of 
these plants growing in the wild, 
natural forests which cover about 
30% of the country. The decline 
in forest cover over the last two 

centuries has been absolu-
tely dramatic and, to-
day, approximately 2% 
of the island is covered 

by good quality forests. 
There are 671 species of 
indigenous fl owering plants 
recorded in Mauritius, of 

which 311 are endemic to 
our island and 150 are en-

demic to the Mascarenes. 77 of 
these indigenous species are now 
classifi ed as extinct. Indigenous 

plants are native to their environ-
ment, which means that they have 
not been introduced by man. En-
demic plants are not only native, but 
are also unique to the place in which 
they grow. 

The disappearance of forests is, of 
course, an inevitable consequence of 

urban and agricultural development, as 
well as climate change. Yet, the number 
one cause of  biodiversity loss today is In-

vasive Alien Species, or exotic plants. Pri-
cila Iranah, Conservation Coordinator at 

Vallée de Ferney explains that a good quali-
ty forest is one which is limitedly affected by 

exotic plants and animals. Exo-
tic may sound like a positive 

thing for the uninitiated, 
but it actually refers to 
species that have been 
introduced by man and 

which can become 
dangerous 

for native 
p lants.  
The de-

g r e e 

and type of invasion varies from region to re-
gion. The most damaging exotic plants are the 
traveller’s palm, “canelle”, “la liane cerf” and 
surprisingly the Chinese guava, better known to 
Mauritians as “goyave de chine.” Forest manage-
ment, be it on private grounds, state-owned land 
or islets, must begin with the removal of invasive 
alien species.

Asha Poonyth, Flora Manager at the Mauri-
tian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) says that these 
exotic plants grow very quickly. “The exotic 
plants are not parasites but they take up the space 
and sunlight that endemic plants need to grow. 
Forests need to be constantly maintained if they 
are to survive this invasion,” she says. 

This is the case of “Ile aux Aigrettes”, a tiny 
island about 800 metres off the coast of Mahe-
bourg in the southeast. The island is under the 
responsibility of the MWF and regular weeding 
is carried out by a permanent team of labourers. 
This meticulous task is essential to the survival of 
rare plant species found on the island. Similar wee-
ding projects are also being carried out at “Vallée 
de Ferney” and in other state- owned and private 
forestland in Mauritius. “Vallée de Ferney” is also 
setting up a research fi eld station to carry out bio-
diversity studies aimed at creating an inventory of 
the plants that need to be protected. Pricila Iranah 
explains that some species, which were previously 
considered as extinct, have already been rediscove-
red in Ferney. “We have found the Pandanus iceryi, 
the only non-ramifi ed Pandanus species, as well 
as the Eugenia bojeri. The Ferney forest has 124 
known native plant species, as well as the largest 
population of free kestrels and many species of 
insects and invertebrates, most of which are pro-
bably still unknown to science.”

A fragile ecosystem
Situated 22 kilometres from the northern 

coast of Mauritius, “Ile Ronde” is another pro-
ject on which the MWF has been working, fun-
ded by the National Parks and Conservation 
Service. To restore the forests to their natural 
state, a nursery has been set up on “Ile Ronde” 
to plant seedlings which will then be transferred 
to the wild. It is the home of rare plants, like the 
“Latanier Bleu”, which cannot be seen in the wild 
anywhere else. Replanting is also carried out on 
mainland Mauritius, both on state-owned and 
private land. 

So how complicated can it be? You plant a 
tree and it will grow, right? Not quite. The repro-
duction of plants in the wild is not such 



a simple affair. Forests are dyna-
mic systems that adapt to change, 
provided that these changes occur 
over a suffi ciently long period of 
time. 

Asha Poonyth also explains, 
“Birds and tortoises help in dis-
seminating seeds. The extinction 
of tortoises on “Ile aux Aigrettes”, 
for example, was a serious pro-
blem for the dissemination of the 
ebony tree. The tortoise eats the 
fruits and spreads the seeds. Re-
move one link from the chain and 
it can have a serious impact on the 
environment.”

And what part do humans 
play in the conservation of our 
forests? Both Asha Poonyth and 
Pricila Iranah agree that education 
is the key to generating more inte-
rest in our fragile fl ora and fauna. 
Pricila Iranah’s main concern is 
that people now feel disconnected 
from forests. “Mauritius has no 
population that are forest dwel-
lers like in Indonesia or Amazonia 
- there is a general sense of disso-
ciation when the common man is 
given to think about our natural 
heritage,” she explains. “Vallée de 
Ferney” has a strong pedagogical 
role, because it gives people the 
possibility of trekking through the 
beautiful valley and discovering 
unique fauna and fl ora- bringing 
them a little closer to nature. Asha 
Poonyth calls on young people to 
take an interest in our endemic 
fl ora, “We always need volunteers 
to help in our work, and we would 
like to know that there will always 
be people to take over and support 
this cause in the future.”

Melissa LOUIS

Saving 
our natural heritage
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Vallee de Ferney
The “Vallée de Ferney” hit the limelight in 2004, with the beginning of the southeast motorway 
project. The motorway was initially meant to cross part of Ferney, which would have caused 
the destruction of many endemic plants as well as the natural habitat of rare animal or bird 
species, like the Kestrel. The project caused such an outcry that it was eventually scrapped and “Val-
lée de Ferney” became a protected area. Today, it is managed by the “Vallée de Ferney” Conservation 
Trust, an entity created through a public-private partnership between the Mauritian government and 
Ciel Group. The trust is responsible for the protection of 200 hectares of native forest reserve. You can 
do your part by symbolically adopting a tree at “Vallée de Ferney” for only Rs. 1000 for a period of 10 
years. While you may not be able to take your tree home, rest assured that it will be well taken care of. 
You will receive a certifi cate bearing the tree’s name and serial number to offi cialise your adoption 
as trees are systematically tagged for monitoring purposes. 

Protecting the islets 
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1. Weeding on Ile 
aux Aigrettes.
2. A nursery on Ile 
Ronde.
3. The Eugenia bojeri 
at Vallée de Ferney.

“Ile aux Aigrettes” and “Ile Ronde” are both at the 
heart of the restoration work carried out by the 
Mauritius Wildlife Foundation (MWLF). Like the 
“Vallée de Ferney”, “Ile aux Aigrettes” is also used 
for pedagogical purposes and can be visited by the 
public upon request. The MWF regularly takes 
groups of adults and children around  to discover 
the rare plant and animal species of the island. The 
guided eco-tour for children, which is called “Le 
Sentier du Dodo” (The Dodo’s trail), is an effort 
to generate the interest of the younger generation 
in the protection of the environment. “Ile Ronde”, 
on the other hand, is a natural reserve which is not 
accessible to the public because of its fragility. The 
island is protected with the utmost care. Scien-
tists visit for monitoring purposes but only after 

all the clothing, food and other 
items taken by them to the island 
have been checked to make sure they 
do not carry any destructive insects or 
seeds which could reproduce there. There 
are several ongoing projects to restore wildlife 
on the island, including one concerning the rein-
troduction of tortoises. The foundation a l s o 
intends to monitor the fl owe-
ring and fruiting of in-
digenous species in 
the wild, which 
are a source 
of food 
for birds and 
insects.

11

22

33



The State Lands Act pro-
hibits anyone from acquiring 
ownership over a state land.  
The Act further provides that 
a person who takes possession 
of, encroaches upon, culti-
vates or puts up any building 
or other structure on any part 
of any State land without the 
express authorisation in wri-
ting of the minister shall be re-
garded as an illegal occupant.  
Under our law, squatting on 
state land is regarded as a cri-
minal matter and is punishable 
by a fi ne and/or imprisonment 
in the event that the squatter 
fails to comply with an evic-
tion order.  

A distinction must be 
made, however, between the 
capacity and power of a minis-
ter to act under the law, and the 
actual exercise of this power, 
that is the manner in which this 
power to evict, in this particu-
lar case, is carried out.  

The squatters of Dubreuil 
did not just appear overnight; 
by the looks of things, the go-
vernment was aware of their 
presence on the state land 

for a number of years. While, 
strictly speaking, the minister 
is perfectly entitled under our 
law to force the squatters out 
after the expiry of a delay in an 
eviction notice, we should not 
lose sight of the fact that we are 
in a welfare state.  This is not 
a case where people who, for 
instance have merely cultiva-
ted on state land, are being as-
ked to uproot their cultivation 
pronto.  It is one where citizens 
in a welfare state which may 
have somehow failed to pro-
vide them with adequate lod-
ging facilities, have taken their 
fate in their own hands and are 
squatting on state land. They 
will most probably have had 
the blessing of some people, 
specifi cally during the run up 
to the recent general elections, 
who may have misled them 
into believing that they have a 
certain authority to allow them 
to occupy the land.    Dealing 
with this situation with an iron 
fi st now will rip the fabric of 
the welfare state Mauritius 
claims to be.

While our constitution 

does not specifi cally provide 
for a right to shelter, housing 
is nonetheless a fundamental 
human right which has been 
included in a number of in-
ternational documents. For 
instance article 25 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR), which Mau-
ritius is a signatory to, provides 
that everyone has the right to 
a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being 
of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, hou-
sing and medical care and ne-
cessary social services. 

Article 11 of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR) also provides for 
the right to adequate standard 
of living and shelter and the 
Government of the Republic 
of Mauritius has undertaken 
to uphold these rights.

Mauritius also adopted the 
Istanbul Declaration and the 
Habitat Agenda at the Habitat 
II Conference in Istanbul in 
1996, which had as one of its 
aims the provision of adequate 

shelter for all.  
Of course it would be 

wrong to contend that the 
government should allow the 
squatters to remain on the 
state land as this would ine-
vitably create a very bad pre-
cedent and it would be unfair 
towards the rest of the popu-
lation as state land belongs to 
us all and is to be used for the 
benefi t of us all as opposed 
to a group of private indivi-
duals. However, uprooting the 
squatters brutally, after having 
allowed this situation to perpe-
tuate for years, without having 
fi rst made arrangements for 
at least a transitional shelter 
where these people can brave 
the cold nights ahead in dignity 
does not do justice to the spi-
rit, let alone the words, of the 
UDHR, the ICESCR or the 
objectives of the Istanbul De-
claration. And in so doing the 
government may well have en-
croached, in their turn, upon 
their fundamental, sacrosanct 
rights of being protected from 
inhuman and degrading treat-
ment. 
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The Squatters of 
Symptom of a diseased society

At least there was no need to 
indulge in hunger strikes this time 
around. And, on an even more 
positive note, the main opposition 
party, respecting the legal nature 
of the decision to have the squat-
ters evicted, has taken a stance 
that places ethics before cheap 
politics. A feat so rare in the po-
litical cauldron that it is worthy of 
being mentioned. The Governing 
Alliance would also stand to gain if 
it too chooses to act in a dispassio-
nate way. Opinion manipulation 
can prove a tempting avenue in 
these situations…

Like all cases involving squat-
ters in Mauritius, the myriad of 
issues linked to the Dubreuil one 
is no different. It has its fair share 
of genuine victims, it is led by im-
provised noble- or strategically 
placed shady- spokespersons, it 
has garnered a sizeable amount 
of dubious press coverage where 
only one side of the facts is pre-
sented in a style so demagogical 
you would cry after having been 
through the fi rst few lines and of 

course the presence of vultures 
seeking to get a piece of the land 
is yet another common trait

Apparently, authorities have 
decided to put their foot down in 
an attempt to put a halt on such 
illegal settlements on the much-
coveted State Property. Would 
this by chance signal the greater 
control on the country’s land? 
That would be hoping for way 
too much…And this is why ta-
king sides is impossible in such 
cases.  The illegality of settlements 
remains unquestioned. But the lax 
attitude displayed towards some 
institutions and people close to the 
right clique pertaining to more se-
rious matters makes the Dubreuil 
illegal occupation appear less se-
rious in nature. And the means 
employed to rid them of the land 
grossly exaggerated. What this 
country demands is that justice 
should be applied to all. 

Cases of poverty in its ex-
treme form do exist in Mauritius. 
With their basic needs unmet, 
their condition is in need of urgent 

improvement. Still, for way too 
long, others with selfi sh interests 
have toyed with the system, veiling 
themselves behind the have-nots. 
Maneuvering themselves to pro-
fi teer as much as possible from 
successive governments that have 
let themselves be swayed by the 
desire to achieve some form of po-
litical gain from inaction or overtly 
populist actions.

The human considerations 
in such cases could have been 
weighed before engaging in such 
a destruction exercise. An audit of 
who are the real residents and who 
are lying could have been done. As 
importantly would be the need to 
ensure that residents are offered 
at least a short term alternative 
before such a task is embarked 
on. The trauma experienced by 
children would thus have been 
prevented.

Pandora’s box has been left 
open for too long. 

Still, closing it in a hasty and 
uncaring manner might not be the 
best of solutions.

 Chetan RAMCHURN

Strategic Marketing Analyst

Are they opportunists grasping at the chance to get something for nothing or genuine victims of society 
demanding their basic human rights? Our guests give their views on the problem and on the role the 
government should play in solving it.

Government must tread carefully...

Ashveen GOPEE

Barrister

 Human 
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weighed 

before en-
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destruction.
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standard of 
living and 

shelter.



Mauritius has ambitions 
to become a modern society. 
Our liberal economic polices 
have enabled the development 
of luxury villas and grandiose 
business towers in Ebène. The 
stated Government objectives 
of one laptop per child, one 
graduate per family are indeed 
commendable. As is the wish 
to make access to the internet 
a basic citizen’s right in Mau-
ritius.

This is in stark contrast, 
however, to the real life story of 
three children from Dubreuil. 
Their grandmother looks after 
them following the death of her 
daughter; they were all thrown 
out of their makeshift dwelling 
on state land. Media reports 
mention that the ‘evacuation’ 
was executed in such a way 
that the children could not save 
their school study material. To 

literally add insult to injury, the 
cold weather was at its worst 
and rain destroyed most of their 
remaining belongings. These 
marginal people have the status 
of “squatters” and, until a for-
tnight ago, they lived in “lacaz 
tole” without water or electri-
city. What does the future hold 
for these three children?

The Government has 
mentioned in its 2010-2015 
programme that it aspires to  
“Build our Future Together” 
and that it is committed to ma-
king the children and youth 
of the country accomplished 
and proud heirs of ... a society 
more equitable, in a spirit that 
is forward-looking and modern.

It should be highlighted 
that Article 25 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
states that motherhood and 
childhood are entitled to spe-

cial care and assistance; the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child also mentions that 
the State should provide assis-
tance to ensure that a child has 
appropriate nutrition, clothing 
and housing. So, as a society, 
are we failing these children? 
Do we have the structures in 
place to ensure that they have 
adequate living standards and 
that they can join and succeed 
in the mainstream education 
system?

The answers probably lie 
in the subtle balance between 
development and equality. 
Mauritius has to make tough 
decisions: we should welcome 
mega projects like Jinfei but at 
the same time guarantee that 
all Mauritian families have a 
decent home and that all our 
children have access to proper 
education. 
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Dubreuil
Squatting is a term typically 

used in Europe to describe ho-
meless people inhabiting an empty 
building. The situation is different 
in Mauritius where people actually 
build homes on unoccupied state 
land. Should we nevertheless es-
cape from the comparison with 
the situation in Western societies 
and especially the one prevailing in 
Britain? Such comparison, if not 
helpful to understand the political 
and philosophical intricacies of 
land use and housing, may at least 
reveal to what extent post-inde-
pendent Mauritius has eventually 
freed itself from iniquitous colonial 
dispositions.

The issue of squatting is even 
more crucial at a time when, on the 
international markets, the country 
is offering property for sale and, on 
the local side, the government re-
mains confused about how to oust 
or eventually legalise the so-called 
squatters.  Legalisation is a partial 
solution which does not solve the 
issue of unequal land distribution. 
Without a mind-set freed from 
the still vivid colonial ideology, our 
political leaders will keep failing 
to meet the challenge of adequate 
land management in view of cor-
recting unequal land distribution.  

Through the protection of 
private property rights and pri-
vate home ownership, Westernised 
economies (particularly Europe, 
America and parts of Asia) have 
become more prosperous. But still, 
about a sixth of the land surface of 

the planet is legally owned by feu-
dal monarchies. On the other hand, 
billions of acres are claimed by 
states such as China, Russia, many 
British Commonwealth countries 
and the Irish republic, which, in 
relation to land, act effectively as 
feudal superiors to their citizens. 
Land possession and dispossession 
has and shall always be subject to 
the play of political and economic 
forces. What needs to be explored 
is the interaction of these forces in 
the too-often fragile access to that 
most basic resource - land. Capita-
lism and free markets remain inef-
fi cient, unbalanced, and defective 
to develop equitable land markets 
simply because it is not their voca-
tion to do so. 

It is indeed the duty of the po-
litical leaders to elaborate coherent 
approaches to such issues as the 
shortage of affordable housing for 
the poor. It undoubtedly requires 
political vision and will to create 
an acceptable balance between 
what may be perceived as reinfor-
ced private property rights on one 
hand and increased landlessness 
and poverty for many on the other 
hand. How do we move from those 
visions of the poor as sorrowing, 
powerless and dependent on aid 
to one where they could be viewed 
as entrepreneurial heroes? Is there 
any difference between those who 
obtained concessions as from 
the 16th century and those who 
nowadays can still turn land into 
prosperous exploitations? Colonial 

land registration has contributed to 
the postcolonial legacy of squatter 
settlements, places where the dual 
construction of land rights under 
colonialism came to be hybridised, 
uncertain and open to re-negotia-
tion. From this historical perspec-
tive, would there be any difference 
between those whose urban settle-
ments have been legalised since the 
16th century and our contempo-
rary urban settlers? 

In the 19th century, some 95% 
of the UK population held no 
landed property at all, while 0.01% 
of the population (just 3,000 fa-
milies) owned 95% of all the land, 
about 500 of them comprising the 
titled aristocracy. What evolved in 
the UK? One may argue that the 
“re-distribution” of land to owner-

occupiers in the 20th century has 
so far affected a mere 6% of the 
UK land area. Yet the British go-
vernment placed it in the hands of 
70% of the population! 

Here’s one more truth about 
the UK: squatting is legal in En-
gland! Legal procedures must be 
followed to evict a squatter, as it is 
an offense to force entry into an oc-
cupied building. Should issues arise 
between squatters and the owners 
of a building, the matter must be 
resolved in a civil court. Contem-
porary Mauritius should therefore 
think twice before maintaining its 
claim of a Welfare State of British 
inspiration.

Let’s face it: it doesn’t suffi ce to 
digitalise title deeds to make land 
management more intelligent. Like 
many other postcolonial nations, 
our legal structures are overlaid 
by ‘received’ law from the colonial 
power. Legal systems are among 
the most enduring institutions of 
colonialism. We could have rea-
sonably expected our jurists and 
judges to consider the sociology 
of our laws in setting up jurispru-
dence. Until that day, we must fo-
cus the attention on our legislators, 
guarantors of our institutions, who 
have failed in their responsibilities 
to overcome our systems of colo-
nial barriers. In so doing, they left 
the door open to this very esta-
blishment, the heir of the colonial 
administration embodied by elites 
legitimised by the educational 
structures of the former colony. 

Joël TOUSSAINT

Managing Director, 
Neologik

This land belongs to you and me…
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Putting people fi rst in Dubreuil
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development 
and equality.
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Nationhood, ethno-cultural 
groups and Mauritius
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Because Mauritius is today 
culturally diverse, this generates 
a series of essential and potenti-
ally divisive questions. Minori-
ties and majorities increasingly 
clash over far-reaching issues: 
from language rights to poli-
tical representation. In all this 
mayhem, fi nding morally de-
fensible and politically sustai-
nable answers to these issues is 
the greatest challenge facing us 
all today. 

The rise of democratic in-
terventionist welfare state capi-
talism in Mauritius since 1968 
has proved less conducive to 
the process of nation-building. 
While Western liberal-democra-
tic states have encouraged and 
sometimes forced all the citizens 
on the territory of the state to in-
tegrate into common public ins-
titutions operating in a common 
language, the Mauritian state 
has attempted to limit or modify 
the impact of nation-building on 
ethno-cultural groups. 

Unlike Mauritius, in their 
attempts to achieve the ideal of 
a homogeneous polity, govern-
ments throughout history have 
pursued a variety of policies 
regarding cultural minorities. 
Some minorities were physically 
eliminated. Others were coerci-
vely assimilated. Although the 
Mauritian Constitution of 1968 
is not entirely ethnicity-blind, 
its framers have rightly made 
various efforts to shift from 
group-specifi c minority rights 
to universal human rights to 
resolve confl icts between reli-
gious minorities and majorities. 
Thus, the former are protected 
indirectly by being guaranteed 
individual freedom of worship 
whereby they can freely asso-
ciate without fear of state dis-
crimination or disapproval.

The separation of state and 
ethnicity, as enshrined in the 
Mauritian Constitution except 
the First Schedule, can be in-
terpreted as meaning that re-

ligious tolerance based on this 
separation provides a model 
for dealing with ethno-cultural 
differences as well. Thus, eth-
nic identity, like religion, is so-
mething which people should 
be free to express in their pri-
vate lives, but it should not be 
the concern of the state. The 
f a c t that in Mauritius 

members of 
ethnic groups 
are constitutio-

nally free to try 
to maintain whatever 

part of their ethnic 
heritage or identity 
they wish, consistent 

with the rights of others 
should be construed 
correctly: their efforts 
are purely private, not 

otherwise. Hence, as much 
as the Mauritian state does 
not oppose the freedom of 

people to express their par-
ticular cultural attachments, 
it should not nurture such ex-
pression.

Positive discrimina-
tion and its aftermath

While such separation nor-
mally precludes any legal or go-
vernmental recognition of ethnic 
groups, or any use of ethnic crite-
ria in the authoritative distribution 
of values, rights, resources, and 
duties, in Mauritius this has not 
always been the case: numerous 
affi rmative action programmes 
were and are undertaken by dif-
ferent governments for unfairly 
historically disadvantaged groups. 
Although these measures are ge-
nerally defended as a temporary 
measure, needed to move more 
rapidly towards a ‘colour-blind’ 
society, they, in fact, exacerbate 
the very problem they were 
intended to solve, by making 
people more conscious of group 
differences, and more resentful of 
other groups. Affi rmative action 
programmes, therefore, should 
only have a remedial and tempo-

rary character.
We must reject the idea 

of permanent differentiation 
in the rights or status of the 
members of certain groups. In 
particular, we must reject the 
claim that group-specifi c rights 
are needed to accommodate 
enduring cultural differences, 
rather than remedy historical 
discrimination. We should re-
peatedly oppose the idea that 
specifi c ethnic groups should 
be given a permanent political 
identity or constitutional sta-
tus lest we want to forsake the 
nation-building process of the 
Mauritian state. In the case of 
the educational system, should 
each ethnic group have pu-
blicly funded education in its 
mother tongue? In the case of 
the Electoral Boundaries Com-
mission, should internal electo-
ral boundaries be drawn so that 
cultural minorities form a ma-
jority within a local region? In 
the case of Rodrigues Regional 
Assembly, should governmen-
tal powers have been devolved 
from the central level to a more 
regional level controlled by par-
ticular minorities? More impor-
tantly, how far are the minorities 
responsible for their own inte-
gration.

The problem is that our 
Constitution and the traditional 
human rights enshrined in it 
give us the wrong answers to the 
concept of nation-building and 
minority rights.  For instance, 
the right to free speech does 
not tell us what an appropriate 
language policy is; the right to 
vote does not tell us how politi-
cal boundaries should be drawn. 
These questions have always 
been left to the usual process of 
majoritarian decision-making 
in Mauritius. The result, hence, 
tends to render cultural mino-
rities vulnerable to signifi cant 
injustice at the hands of the ma-
jority, and to exacerbate ethno-
cultural confl ict, as the several 
ethnic riots have proved. Those 
riots also demonstrated that 

despite the enduring practice 
of fi nancially supporting and 
legally protecting certain prac-
tices associated with particular 
ethnic or religious groups and 
despite guaranteed seats for 
ethnic groups within the social 
and political institutions, they 
could not have been prevented. 
The sole way is to avoid further 
fragmentation of the Mauri-
tian nation-state is to nurture a 
strong prevailing sentiment of 
patriotism among its citizens 
through civic education.

Concluding remarks
While some self-proclaimed 

leaders of the so-called minori-
ties in Mauritius have suggested 
supplementing traditional hu-
man rights principles with mi-
nority rights, this is irreconcilable 
with our attempt at achieving 
nationhood. The Mauritian state 
should not just give in to appease 
belligerent minorities and should 
rather do what justice requires. 
Recognizing minority rights has 
obvious dangers for the survival 
and enhancement of the Mauri-
tian nation-state. We must never 
accept the idea propelled by the 
same leaders mentioned above 
that it is morally legitimate for 
a group to oppress its own 
members in the name of group 
solidarity, religious orthodoxy, 
or cultural purity. Basic liberal 
values should be taught to all 
Mauritians, from the youngest 
to the oldest. 

Finally, it should be remem-
bered that group-differentiated 
rights for minority cultures in-
hibit the development of a sha-
red identity necessary for stable 
social order. They encourage 
groups to focus on their dif-
ferences, rather than on their 
shared purposes. Mauritian ci-
tizenship serves an integrative 
function, but how can it do this 
if citizenship is not a common 
legal and political identity?

Horatio CAINE

There is a lot of “for and against” around the celebration 
of the Naval Battle of Grand-Port, and both sides advance 
valid arguments.

No one, however, mentions the real reason behind this 
celebration: the trauma lived by the population, which has 
passed to posterity. I refer to the work of Léon Huet de Fro-
berville, “Le Combat du Grand-Port” (The Battle of Grand 
Port), re-edited by the “Editions du Corsaire” in 2009. It 
says on page 72: we have here, in short, the vision of Grand-

Port which continues to be, in the Mauritian memory, a 
symbol of patriotism, valour and heroism.

Some events have passed into the popular subcons-
cious, which can only be explained with knowledge of his-
tory, such as Ostrogoths, Kanaks, Calabrian bandits, terms 
that have been used by some without taking their origin into 
consideration.

In 1810, the “Ile de France” is not a “colony” in the 
modern sense of the term, but becomes one with the arrival 

of the British colons. For its own good probably, but who 
could be sure of it then? Like independence in 1968, the 
population hoped that it was for the best, but who could be 
absolutely sure?

I would be grateful if these thoughts were 
shared with those who have written on the 
subject, namely Mr. Asgarally and Mrs. Touria Prayag.

Yours,  Micheline Baissac

Letter to the editor]
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Kidney failure: 
An overview

By Dr Zina VALAYDON

Column]

The kidneys are primarily the body’s fi lters:  
blood cycles through the kidneys and excess 
salts, water and waste matter get fi ltered out 
and secreted in the urine. The mechanisms 

of fi ltration are complex and only a handful of people 
(renal specialists mostly) fi nd them interesting so for-
give me for skimming over the details here. Aside from 
the uber-complicated fi ltration process, the kidneys 
also synthesize hormones that regulate red blood cells, 
blood pressure and bone health.
The most common causes of renal disease, as you pro-
bably already know, are diabetes and high blood pressure. 
The natural history of kidney disease, sadly, is a grim 
one; initially most people with kidney problems will have 
no symptoms. However, as the body’s ability to excrete 
excess salts, water and wastes declines, symptoms will 
start to surface as a result of toxicity. 
An accumulation of waste matter, especially urea, causes 
nausea and vomiting, nerve problems, drowsiness and 
can eventually led to a coma. Water retention manifests as 
progressive swelling of the legs and declining volumes of 
urine. The kidneys also lose their ability to produce hor-
mones, resulting in anaemia and bone disease. Chronic 
kidney disease, if left untreated, will culminate in end-
stage kidney failure, requiring dialysis. 
Early diagnosis and treatment can help slow down the 
advance of disease; the aim of the game is ultimately to 
avoid dialysis. Since most people with early renal disease 
have no symptoms, a conscious effort should be made to 
look for it. Urea and creatinine levels and the kidney’s fi l-
tration ability (glomerular fi ltration rate) can be measured 
with a simple blood test. 
A urine test is also useful; the presence of protein in the 
urine is a marker of disease and is often the fi rst alarm 
bell to indicate renal problems, even before the blood tests 
start to refl ect any damage.
If these screening tests are abnormal, more sophisticated 
evaluation is indicated, with a CT scan or an ultrasound 
of the kidneys and eventually a biopsy if required.
Ideally, kidney disease should be managed by a renal spe-
cialist. Generally, treatment will include aggressive blood 
pressure control with medications called ACE Inhibitors; 
adequate blood pressure cont  rol will halt disease pro-
gression. Dietary changes are also recommended- usually 
favouring a low-potassium and low-protein diet although 
the evidence is divided and the food, as you can ima-
gine, pretty bland. Anaemia and bone disease also need 
medical attention usually in the form of supplements to 
compensate for the reduced renal production of essential 
hormones.
Adequate treatment will retard the progression of disease 
but regrettably some patients will deteriorate. End-
stage kidney failure equates to such minimal kidney 
function that the rapid accumulation of water and 
wastes becomes incompatible with human life. The 
kidneys therefore need to be replaced either by a 
renal transplant or artificially, through the process 
of dialysis. 
Renal failure is a difficult condition to live with, and 
is taxing both physically and mentally. Sadly, the 
number of cases is increasing, presumably due to the 
increase in diabetes and hypertension. The key is to 
get yourself tested early even if you are, by your own 
definitions, fit and healthy. When it comes to such 
matters, it certainly pays to be vigilant.

A 43-year old woman, Sakineh 
Mohammadi Ashtiani, is being 
held in custody in an Iranian jail, 
awaiting a sentence of “stoning to 
death” for “illicit relationship out-
side of marriage”. The international 
campaign to denounce this inhu-
man and degrading punishment 
must receive our full support: we 
are, after all, in the 21st Century.

But we must not view this par-
ticular case in isolation. We must, 
through this case, expose the mul-
titude of social and democratic 
aberrations that are responsible for 
producing this kind of monstrosity. 
These aberrations are present in 
varying degrees in most countries, 
including our own.

We still have the “death pe-
nalty” in our Constitution, and al-
though it is at present suspended, 
there are frequent unacceptable 
campaigns in favour of its re-intro-
duction. Even ministers of the pre-
sent government, and not the least, 
have participated in this retrograde 
campaign. Hanging, lethal injec-
tion, stoning, electrocution, fi ring 
squad: they all form part of the 
same principle of retribution, and 
they are all unacceptable.

There are still several countries 
where there is an overlap between 
the legal system and religious prin-
ciples inherited from the days of 
obscurantism and superstition. In 
fact there are still countries where 
religious fundamentalism still has 

the upper hand over secular and 
humanist principles, and even 
countries that are downright reli-
gious states. This of course poses 
directly the question of democracy: 
if there are laws that have been in-
herited from the murky depths of 
religious obscurantism, how does 
society choose its own laws without 
risking the wrath of various self-ap-
pointed religious establishments. 

Finally the case of Sakineh 
raises the question of the status of 
women in society: this woman has 
no existence as an independent hu-
man being, with normal needs that 
are to be satisfi ed. She is “illicit”, 
unless she is “within marriage”. 

While the punishment that Sakineh 
is threatened with is the ultimate in 
barbarism, it is nonetheless sym-
bolic of the repression that women 
suffer in various degrees, in just 
about all societies. 

So, while we should view the 
extreme threat to Sakineh as so-
mething to be addressed urgently, 
we should not lose sight of the so-
cial, legal and democratic aberra-
tions that can lead to such barbary  
t: they need our permanent atten-
tion and mobilisation.

Ram SEEGOBIN, 
for LALIT      

Inhuman and degrading Inhuman and degrading 
punishment

The death penalty, in any of its 
various forms, is an attack on 

human dignity.

Sakineh and others 
Amnesty opposes the criminalisation of consensual sexual re-
lations.To punish and - in some cases - execute people for 
being in consenting relationships is no business of the State. 
Anyone so treated is for Amnesty a prisoner of conscience.
Any form of State killing is unacceptable and inhumane and Iran 
must now give assurances to the international community that 
Sakineh along with other prisoners on death row will not be mur-
dered by the State. The case of Sakineh, a widow, is indeed a farci-
cal travesty of justice. She has been sentenced to death by stoning 
for having illicit sexual relations despite the fact that stoning is 
outlawed in Iran. It is high time for the Iranian government to re-
peal laws clearly in violation of international human rights law.

Lindley Couronne 
Director &Activist,

Amnesty International Mauritius Section
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You don’t need to travel very 
far to enjoy great Italian 
cuisine. Just head down to 
“Chez Pépé”, an Italian res-

taurant situated along the Coastal Road in 
Flic-en- Flac, where you will meet Gioac-
chino Barbera, better known to his friends 
and customers as Jacky. He settled down 
in Mauritius over 30 years ago, bringing 
with him his love for food and a bit of his 
native Sicily. Jacky has always been in the 
food business, having initially set up a fac-
tory which produced ravioli and tortellini 
to supply to hotels. Seven years ago, Jacky 
Barbera took his love for food a step fur-
ther with “Chez Pépé”, where you can see 
him getting personally involved in the day-
to-day running of the restaurant. 

You may therefore be wondering 
who Pépé is. He was Jacky’s partner, who 
eventually left the business. By that time, 
the restaurant had already acquired a re-
putation and Jacky feared that a change of 

name might confuse some already loyal 
customers. “So the name stayed. In fact 
it seems it was lucky for me in the end,” 
jokes Jacky. 

The success of “Chez Pépé” lies of 
course in the delicious food. Where else 
could you fi nd a menu of around 140 
dishes to choose from? The dishes are 

naturally Italian but also include Mauri-
tian- style dishes with an Italian touch. A 

new menu has been launched at the begin-
ning of August, comprising new chicken, 
meat, seafood, and vegetarian dishes, as well 
as extremely wicked desserts. There are at 
least 30 vegetarian dishes to choose from. If 
you’re feeling for some delicious vegetarian 
pasta, you could try the Ravioli Gorgonzo-
la, a plate of ravioli, stuffed with two Italian 
cheeses- ricotta and gorgonzola-in a fresh 
cream sauce. Bellissima!  

Perhaps you have a preference for 
seafood? You are guaranteed to enjoy the 
Chef’s Scampi, with prawns in a lovely to-
mato and fresh cream sauce, served with 
pasta. But Italian food is not exclusively 
about pasta. You can order a delicious piz-
za, for example, the “Don Corleone”, with 
tomato, ham, eggplant and mozzarella. You 
also have the option of an exquisite gratin, 
like the “Melanazane Parmiggiana”, which 
is oven-baked eggplant with melted Parme-
san cheese, tomato sauce and mozzarella. 
And for a refreshing drink, you could try 
the mixture of orange, carrot and lemon 
juice. If you’re not a fan of vegetable juice, 
this drink will change your mind.

If after a generous plateful of pasta, 
you still have room for dessert, then you 
can order a tiramisu, an atomic sundae, 
a “panna cotta” with passion fruit, or an 
amazing Tartuffo Nero, which is vanilla and 

chocolate ice cream co-
vered with bitter choco-
late powder and served 
with dollops of whipped 
cream. If your mouth isn’t 
watering yet, then you haven’t 
been paying attention!

Jacky believes that the success of his 
restaurant also lies in the fact that the cus-
tomer gets good value for money. Good 
food, generous portions and good service. 
Even on a busy day, your food will be ser-
ved within a maximum of 20 minutes. 
Jacky Barbera is very particular about 
making sure that the customer leaves the 
restaurant fully satisfi ed.

“You need to fi nd something for eve-
ryone,” says Jacky. “The 
customer is the most 
important per-
son for us. If we 
don’t unders-
tand what he 
wants, then we 
are not doing 
our work pro-
perly.” He feels 
it is important to 
anticipate the cus-
tomer’s needs. “We 
don’t wait for the cus-
tomer to ask for something. We 
make sure they already have it.” 

The next time you’re planning to 
go out for lunch or dinner, take your 
family and friends down to “Chez 
Pépé”. You’ll give your taste buds 
a real treat!

Buon Appetito!

Melissa LOUIS

Kreol korner]

Riss diab par lake – struggle to make ends meet.
By all accounts, the growth of the world economy will be sluggish in the coming months (except for a few lucky BRICs). This will give employers the perfect excuse to not 
remunerate workers decently. This expression, which means to pull the devil by the tail, will thus continue to come in handy.  
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For a taste of Italy…

Chef’s Scampi

Ravioli Gorgonzola

Jacky Barbera
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Vegetarian Pizza

Tartuffo Nero


