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Editorial ]

They were at loggerheads yesterday. All is well today, 
thank you. Gaston Valayden, Jameel Peerally and 
minister Choonee have buried the hatchet and are 
now the best of friends. Good on them. Good for 

the country.
So, what was all this about? A storm in a teacup or drama at its 

best? Wasn’t Shakespeare spot-on when he said, “All the world’s a 
stage,  and all the men and women merely players?”

■ Act One: Jameel Peerally and the the “Paradi An Dey” saga. 
Yes, we were all supportive of Mr. Peerally: we are fully aware of the 
drug situation in this country so any action is better than no action. 
But for what reason on earth would someone think that they are so 
much above the law that they can bypass the systems and procedures 
in place. Shouldn’t Mr. Peerally’s fi rst stop have been the Film Clas-
sifi cation Board (FCB)? He eventually realized it was and got the 
permission he wanted to screen his fi lm. Much fuss. A happy ending. 
A martyr in the making. 

■ Act 2: Gaston Valayden threw a fi t about not having received 
the Rs. 250 000 required as sponsorship to participate in the San 
Francisco Fringe Festival. Of course, the reason given by minister 
Choonee is preposterous. I wish the Americans cared enough for 
the play to trigger the “diplomatic incident” he feared. Do they even 
know where Mauritius is, let alone Diego Garcia? Do they ever give 
two hoots about how anyone feels once they have satisfi ed their own 
expansive territorial ambitions? The last thing on their minds is our 
feelings about what they and the British have done or are still doing 
in Diego Garcia. 

The climax of the play occurs when Gaston Valayden hotfoots 
his way to the State House to return his medal. Pity the State House 
staff did not have time to organise an offi cial ceremony with the Prime 
minister and President of the Republic for the purpose of receiving 
the rejected medal back. 

Anti-climax:  Mr. Choonee apologizes, on behalf of his staff (how 
magnanimous!) for the misunderstanding (I do sympathize!). But that 
is not enough. We are talking about principles here. Why else would 
one give a medal back to the country which has honoured them? 
And principles have no price. Except perhaps the promise of a similar 
sponsorship to go somewhere sometime for some reason paid for by 
the taxpayer! A happy ending indeed! Another martyr. 

■  Act 3: some supervisor in a textile factory who, while offi cially 
on sick leave, is seen on television desperately seeking to steal the li-
melight from elected members and trying very hard to appear as a 
hero defending the Dubreuil squatters. The climax is reached when 
because, like anyone caught lying to his employer, he loses his job. 
Another martyr who now claims that his dismissal is due to political 
persecution (lying about his illness has nothing to do with it and the 
Prime minister may have felt that he was a serious challenger to him!) 
and the fact that they want to stop him from doing, hold your breath, 
“social work”! 

Isn’t it time we walked out of the theatre into real life where people 
respect the law, defend their rights without overdramatizing and, if 
they really want to do “sosyal”, work and help the poor discreetly and 
away from the television cameras. That kind of social work nobody is 
interested in any more. It is too anonymous!
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Girls Gone Rock
Girl power will rule at Indigo Club, Quatre 

Bornes with the show Girls Gone Rock, at 8.30pm 
on Saturday 28th August. The event involves eight fe-
male singers, namely Audrey Albert, Lilith Enoch, Elo-
die Finette-Constantin, Fiora Lebrasse, Karen Carpin, 
Natacha Soulange, Tatiana Desvaux and Yorshini 
Thondoo, who will be accompanied by fi ve musi-
cians. The girls will perform songs by some of the most well-known female 
rock singers, including Bjork, Pink, Lacuna Coil and Alanis Morissette. 
The fi rst part of the show will also include performances by two local 
groups, Crossbreed Supersoul and UnMind. The concert will be followed 
by music with a DJ to keep you dancing all night. Tickets are available 
through Rezo Otayo at Rs 250 and will be sold at the door at Rs.300. Call 
466 9999 for more information. 

Grand Bal
Join in a Grand Bal, at 7pm on Saturday 4th 

September at La Royale Hall, next to the Rose 
Hill bus station. Organised by Mike Grace and 

Double K, the event is guaranteed to 
have you on the dance fl oor until dawn. 

There will be live performances by Didier 
Clarel, El Diana, the Mighty Jah group and 

DJs Sonny and DJ Bo. Double K, who is a member 
of the Mighty Jah group, will also present one of the 

songs from his latest album “Pou mo ti zil”. Tickets for the 
event will be sold at Rs. 250 at Harbour Music in Port Louis and 

Rose Hill. Call 7508210 or 9729543 for more information. 

CIM Ride & Walk for 
Charity 2010

The CIM group is organising the 
CIM Ride & Walk for Charity 2010, 
as from 8.30am on Sunday 29th Au-
gust. Participants can register for Rs.100 
to participate in the walking and cycling competitions. All proceeds will go 
the NGO Society for Aid to Children Inoperable in Mauritius (SACIM) 
to help six children who need to undergo surgery in Australia and India. 
You can register for the event at Galaxy, in Trianon, Triolet, Grand Baie 
and Port Louis from 9.30am to 3.30pm on 24th and 25th August and 
on 27th August at Dias Pier, Caudan II (next to Le Patio restaurant). The 
Ride for Charity will kick off at 8.30am and will include one race, which 
is 75 kilometres long, and another, which covers 40 kilometres. The Walk 
for Charity will begin at 9am and will cover a distance of 7.8 kilometres. 
The group Coreâme will perform at the end of the races.

International Book Fair 
Mauritius

Lovers of the printed word will enjoy the 
International Book Fair Mauritius 2010, which 
is being organised for the fi rst time in Mauritius. 
The event will be held from 25th to 29th August 
at Cyber Tower 1 in Ebène.  It will open from 9am 
to 6pm on weekdays, 9am to 7pm on Saturday and 
9am to 5pm on Sunday. The fair is being organised 

by the National Library as part of the activities plan-
ned for World Book Day and will include the participation 

of local authors and bookstores. 

The Crossing
The Mauritian branch of Am-

nesty International, in collaboration 
with SOS Femmes and Women in 
Networking (WIN), will stage the 
play “The Crossing” (translated 
from Creole “Nu Traverse”) on 
Sunday 22nd August 2010 at the 
Serge Constantin Theatre, Vacoas. The play is based on interviews carried 
out by Marie-France Favory with a group of battered women from SOS 
Femmes and was performed for the fi rst time in 1997. The play recounts 
the hardship, confl icts, joys and hopes of these women as they decide to 
get on with their lives. Entrance is free. Call Amnesty International on 
466 3364 for reservations.
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La Sentinelle: even closer to its 
readers and listeners

The people of Rodrigues now have their own news forum.
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Two new moves trans-
late our intention to get even 
closer to our readers and 
listeners: L’Express Rodri-
gues, which was launched 
last Friday 13th, and a new 
radio show, “C’est Notre 
Histoire” which will be part 
of Radio One’s selection of 
programmes as from today. 

L’Express Rodrigues 
is the brain child of Jean-
Claude de L’Estrac, who, du-
ring a holiday in Rodrigues, 
realized that a vast section of 
the press was published by 
political parties and that the 
country had great need of 
an independent newspaper 
where its people could share 
views on and debate topics 
without being polarized into 
a political party. The editor 
in chief of the publication, 
Benoit Jolicoeur, a Rodri-
guan himself, former deputy 
and Minister of Rodrigues, 
has a team of six journalists, 
all Rodriguans helping him 
make this vision of creating 
a publication that was “for 
the people by the people” 
become a reality. 

In tabloid format, the 
newspaper has 16 pages and 
is sold at Rs.10. It is also sold 
in Mauritius, in an attempt 

to bridge the gap between 
the two islands and cater 
for Rodriguans currently in 
Mauritius. The launching 
ceremony was held in Port-
Mathurin, the capital of 
Rodrigues. During this cere-
mony, Denis Ithier, director 
general of La Sentinelle, in-
dicated that L’Express Ro-
drigues aims to become an 
integral part of  local life. For 
Benoit Jolicoeur, L’Express 
Rodrigues is “a dream come 
true”. He hopes that the pu-
blication will help promote 
democracy on the island and 
become a tool that will enable 
Rodriguans to know each 
other better. 

On another front, Radio 
One, the fi rst private radio in 

Mauritius, is innovating with a 
new kind of show, “C’est Notre 
Histoire”. This new programme 
will enable Mauritians to share 
their life stories, from the tra-
gic to the joyful, around pre-set 
themes. Its aim is to be at the 
heart of real experiences lived by 
Mauritians, and to be even clo-
ser to listeners. Jean-Luc Emile, 
editor in chief of Radio One and 
the host of this show, maintains 
that “there will not just be tears 
of sadness but of happiness, 
reconciliation and reunion too. 
Mauritians have no place where 
they can share the good things in 
their lives. “C’est Notre Histoire” 
aims to create that space”. The 
show is scheduled to run for an 
hour between 18h and 19h on 
Friday evenings, a light-hearted 
way to start the week-end. The 
fi rst theme of the show will be 
“Mon Enfant, Ma Bataille” 
(My Child, My Battle) and will 
revolve around the hardships 
and joys associated with raising 
a disabled child. Themes will re-
gularly be communicated on Ra-
dio One and through the press. 
Those interested in taking part 
should contact Jean-Luc Emile 
on 2119191, 2114561, or by 
email at jl.emile@r1.mu.  

Rachel LUCHMUN

Jean-Luc Emile



Aid agencies in Pakistan need 
more help to provide relief to Pa-
kistan’s countless fl ood victims. 
According to the United Nations, 
only about half of the target goal 
for emergency funds ($ 460 mil-
lion) has been reached and still 
more foreign aid is desperately 
needed. A “second wave of death” 
provoked by waterborne diseases, 
such as cholera, is on the horizon. 
There is an urgent need for clean 
water, food and shelter. 

Three weeks of monsoon rains 
have triggered massive fl oods in 
Pakistan’s Khyber-Paktunkhwa, 
Punjab and Sindh provinces, af-
fecting some 20 million people 
(that is one in nine Pakistanis). An 
estimated 1 600 people have been 
killed and more than 650 000 
people are still without basic shelter 
and primary care.

This is yet another unfol-
ding humanitarian crisis in Pa-
kistan on the scale of its 2005 
earthquake, which claimed 
some 75,000 lives, or the 2004 
Asian tsunami, in which more 
than 200,000 people died. “Be-
cause of the gradual nature of 
fl ooding, as opposed to the sud-
den impact of an earthquake, 
the devastation over time could 
overwhelm those earlier crises”, 

argued Ken Ballen, president of 
a DC-based nonprofi t institute 
that researches attitudes toward 
extremism in Pakistan. 

At the UN Headquarters, 
in New York, Pakistani Ambas-
sador Zamir Akram stated that 
the scale of the disaster is “enor-
mous” and the tragedy is conti-
nuing to unfold.  “An area the 
size of England is covered by the 
fl oodwaters. The Indus River, 
which runs from north to south 
into the Arabian Sea, in normal 

times is three kilometers at its 
widest part.  Since the fl oods, 
this has swelled to a width of 35 
kilometers.”

More than one million 
hectares of the country’s food 
and cash crops have been des-
troyed, while severe damage 
to roads, bridges, hospitals, 
schools and other public in-
frastructure is extensive.
However, because of the instabi-
lity in Pakistan, and the ongoing 
war against terrorist cells, some 

international donors have been 
reluctant to support Pakistan 
because “they fear their money 
will end up in the pockets of 
corrupt individuals”, reported 
Reuters on Wednesday.  Other 
media reports claim “the Taliban 
are winning the hearts of fl ood 
victims by delivering aid the go-
vernment is not providing.” 

Pakistani and UN offi cials 
have denied these allegations. 
“If one really wants to stop these 
kind of extremist, fundamenta-
list types from gaining infl uence 
through their humanitarian ac-
tivities, then the answer to that 
is not to not give any assistance, 
but to give more assistance so 
that you can make their contri-
butions insignifi cant,” Ambas-
sador Akram told the press in 
New York on the eve of the U.N. 
General Assembly in New York 
on Thursday, during which 
U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and Pakistan will be 
hosting a special session on the 
fl ood-ravaged country.  

According to the BBC’s Mark 
Doyle, international development 
correspondent, what is happening 
in Pakistan is quite similar to what 
happened in the immediate after-
math of January’s earthquake in 

Haiti in the sense that some rich 
donor countries “often double 
count their contributions to make 
themselves look more generous to 
voters at home, or to curry political 
favour with particular parts of the 
world.” 

The aid fi gures should be trea-
ted with caution because counting 
aid fl ows in any emergency is no-
toriously complex. 

The United Nations which 
is coordinating  international as-
sistance  to Pakistan said it will 
take years and billions of dollars 
to rebuild the fl ood-damaged 
areas.  On Wednesday, Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev 
promised Pakistan support in 
dealing with catastrophic fl oods 
as he hosted the leaders of Afgha-
nistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan for 
talks on efforts to stabilize the re-
gion. The four presidents issued a 
statement after their talks urging 
stronger international support for 
the fl ood victims. “We are mour-
ning together with you and we 
are ready to provide all the neces-
sary assistance.” Like their western 
counterparts, they are fully aware 
that non-state violent actors will fi ll 
any void in order to develop their 
networks in these times of despair 
and chaos…

Silence is golden]

Veda Baloomoody: “I did 
not say that. I said to Honou-

rable Jugroo: ‘ferme to labous’” 
Those who listened to the 
broadcast drew their 

own conclusions.  

Well said ]

Arvin Boolell, refusing to  
repeat the words, “The mem-
ber said B… to f… He used 
unparliamentary language. 

He must withdraw it.”

Jean-Luc EMILE
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By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]
Pakistan: 
The tragedy continues to unfold…
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Unparliamentary 
language at the National 

Assembly.
Incident between Veda 

Baloomoody and Mahen 
Jugroo on Tuesday last.

After 40 years as the parish priest of the Immaculate Conception church, Father Henri Souchon is retiring. His place will be 
taken by Father Gérard Mongelard. In a ceremony held on Sunday the 15th August, many people congregated to pay tribute 
to one who is an emblematic fi gure of the Catholic Church. Amongst those present were not only Father Souchon’s family and 
parishioners, but also swami Maistry and the imam of the mosque of St-George Street. The latter shared a sign of peace and 
kinship with Father Souchon, to symbolise the goodwill between the two religions.  This augurs well for the inter-religious peace 
and tolerance we pride ourselves on. 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Flood victims forced to leave their homes.



Starving for a 
smile in the sky

Manoj Ujoodha’s future is more than ever in 
the balance. As if having his contract renewed on 
a monthly basis wasn’t stressful enough, the soon-
to-be-former CEO of Air Mauritius now has to 
wait listlessly for the day when the Prime minis-
ter tells him he quite fancies someone else at the 
helm of the national airline. Oh well, it was good 
while it lasted. 

Or was it? Air Mauritius didn’t only lose 
billions during Mr Ujoodha’s watch. It’s also lost 
some of its allure. I’m no expert on the aviation 
industry, but I am an occasional passenger. And 
seeing as occasional passengers form the bulk of 
the company’s clientele, perhaps the wonks at 
Paille-en-Queue Court should listen to what we 
have to say. Here are some observations gleaned 
during a short roundtrip to Reunion Island.

No food for the hungry: It’s an oft-stated fact 
that the Mauritius-Reunion route is one of the 
most expensive in the world on a per kilometer 
basis. One could thus be pardoned for expecting, 
without being outrageously optimistic, at least 
an achard sandwich during the 55 minute-flight. 
This is all the more true when the said flight takes 
off at 07h20, meaning that most passengers have 
been up since around 05h00, that they haven’t had 
time to eat breakfast and that the airport restau-
rant is stupidly expensive. So what does your “Is-
land in the sky” treat its beloved customers to? 
Half a glass of fruit juice and a mint. No, I kid you 
not. Far be it from me to overdramatize this stin-
giness, but often it’s the small things that make 
you choose one airline over another. 

Pilot fishing: It’s a bit bizarre, disconcerting 
even to be told in an Aussie twang to remain sea-
ted while the plane taxies towards the terminal in 
Plaisance. Before you start lobbing accusations of 
xenophobia at me, this gripe has absolutely no-
thing to do with misplaced jingoistic posturing (is 
there any other kind?). The reasoning behind it is 
altogether more pragmatic. Expat pilots cost a lot 
more than their local counterparts. Do we really 
need to employ someone from halfway round the 
world to fly us to Reunion Island, which is ba-
rely a hop and a skip away? This policy is all the 
more confounding when one considers how ma-
ny Mauritian pilots are simply dying to work for 
Air Mauritius but can’t even get a meeting with 
the flight ops department. There’s a disconnect 
somewhere along the line. Sadly, no one seems to 
be in a hurry to sort it out.  

Service with a frown: If the Prime minister 
has had to complain about the quality of the ser-
vice on Air Mauritius flights, imagine how we 
poor denizens at the back of the plane sometimes 
feel. Not so long ago, it used to be a treat to travel 
on Air Mauritius. Simply setting foot onboard an 
MK flight in a foreign land felt like a homeco-
ming. Nowadays though, certain air hostesses and 
stewards give you the impression that they’d ra-
ther scoop their eyeballs out with a spoon than get 
you a glass of water. Having said this, the in-flight 
staff is generally helpful and kind, even when they 
have to cope with nauseatingly obnoxious passen-
gers. For some reason though, their colleagues’ 
haughtiness tends to linger longest in the mind. 
And that’s bad for business!

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Truth really can be 
stranger than fi ction. 
A team of scien-
tists from the Dutch 

National Museum of Natural 
History (Naturalis) and the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam is using 
the humble pollen grain to un-
lock secrets that are thousands of 
years old. Its members presen-
ted some of their preliminary 
fi ndings at the University of 
Mauritius last Tuesday during a 
workshop entitled “Paleo-Mau-
ritius – Connecting to the fu-
ture”. The proceedings, and the 
slew of questions that ensued, 
made for surprisingly gripping 
watching, even for the layman 
or woman. 

Indeed, by extracting sedi-
ments at selected sites across 
the island – specifi cally, at the 
mass dodo grave at Mare-aux-
Songes and assorted volcanic 
craters – these geo-sleuths 
hope to decipher the clima-
tic conditions that prevailed 
in Mauritius as far back as 
30,000 years ago. More im-
portantly, they think that their 
research will allow them to dis-
cover how the climate changed 
over millennia and, especially, 
how the island’s fl ora adapted 
to any possible upheavals. In 
turn, this could give us a pre-
cious glimpse into how plant 
species will react to the sorts of 
future climate fl uctuations (or 
“dynamics”, as they’re known 
euphemistically) that seem all 
but inevitable.

The research expedition 
is “seeking to explain how the 
island’s ecosystems survived 
climatologically unfavorable 
episodes in the past. Mauri-
tian ecosystems experience 
wet conditions every 20,000 
years, and dry conditions 
10,000 years later. How have 
biomes survived these dra-
matic changes without being 
able to migrate from this 
small island? What happened 
4,200 years ago in the coastal 
swamps of Mauritius, where 
mass graves containing do-
dos, turtles and other animals 
form a macabre testimony to 
an environmental accident?” 
the leader of the “Mauritius 
since the last ice age” project, 
Henry Hooghiemstra, recent-
ly asked the Darwin Centre.

One possible accident 
is a “global mega-drought” 
that is known to have oc-
curred at around the same 
time. But fi rst it’s important 
to understand the varia-
tions between the samples 
collected in coastal areas, 
such as Mare-aux-Songes 
and upland volcanic craters, 
such as Kanaka. Because the 
sea-level has risen by around 
a 100 metres over the past 
few thousand years (as one 
researcher put it, Mauritius 
has in effect become smal-
ler), coastal systems are far 
younger than those found 
further inland. As a result, 
the window on the past they 

l’express [ Friday 20 August 2010 • Insert N° 3 p. 28I S S U E S ]

More than 
4,000 years ago, 
something 
happened at 
Mare-aux-
Songes that 
killed off all its 
denizens. Some 
Dutch 
researchers 
want to get to 
the bottom of it. 

Science and technology

The mysterious  

A tortoise pelvis found at Mare-aux-Songes. What on earth happened there 4,200 years ago? 



offer is much smaller than 
that of upland locations.

In his presentation on 
the results of the Kanaka 
crater record, Geert van der 
Plas explained that thanks 
to a 10 metre-long sedi-
ment core, researchers had 
been able to establish a ti-
meline going back 30,000 
years (0.5 metres of soil 
contains 500 years of geolo-
gical history). According to 
the pollen material contai-
ned in the core, the fl ora in 
the vicinity of the crater re-
mained relatively stable for 
20,000 years, composed 
mainly of ferns and grasses. 
At the beginning of the Ho-
locene, a geological age that 
began around 10,000 years 
ago, these dominant species 
were replaced by a type of 
Eugenia (a fl owering plant) 
which took advantage of the 
disappearance of the grasses 
and ferns to establish itself. 

He believes that this 
example of “species turno-
ver” could indicate that the 
vegetation was trying to cope 
with climate change. This 
theory is lent credence by 

the fact that 

the limited space available 
on the island greatly res-
tricted the ability of plants 
to migrate, which is another 
way they deal with varying 
climactic conditions. 

Kenneth Rijsdijk is from 
Naturalis and is the leader 
of the Dodo Project, which 
aims to “reconstruct the 
world of the dodo and de-
termine the factors of its 
demise.” He describes the 
Kanaka crater as a “perfect 
geological crater that col-
lected pollen grains from 
the surrounding vegeta-
tion.” This geoscientist has 
been trying to elucidate the 
Mare-aux-Songes mystery 
ever since the mass grave 
was discovered. Yet the ques-
tions remain: “How did the 
mass grave form? Why did 
the animals die? Why did 
they not became extinct?” 
He hopes that answers 
will be forthcoming as his 
work proceeds.  

For Henry Hooghiems-
tra, all of this proves that 
Mauritius is a “very special 
setting”. “The country’s 
fl ora originally came from 
East Africa and the Arabian 

Peninsula and it brought its 
own genetic envelope. Yet 
Mauritian fl ora seems to 
have become more fl exible 
than fl ora on the mainland”, 
he posits excitedly. Respon-
ding to a question on how 
volcanic activity, the last of 
which occurred 25 000 years 
ago, could have affected re-
forestation and migration, 
he pithily compared it to the 
impact that man has had on 
the island’s fl ora, whereby 
the island went from being 
completely covered by indi-
genous forests to being left 
with less than 2% of natural 
vegetation. “That’s far big-
ger than the biggest volcanic 
activity,” he observed.  

But how relevant, if at 
all, are the fi ndings on the 
weather patterns of a small, 
isolated island to a fast-mo-
ving modern world where 
anthropogenic climate 
change is distorting and 
accelerating natural pro-
cesses? According to Ken-
neth Rijsdijk, they’re more 
relevant than ever. “With 
the growth of the world 
population we’ve seen that 
natural resources are fi nite. 

But it’s very diffi cult to pre-
dict what will happen in the 
future because of the com-
plexity of the systems com-
prising the planet. That’s 
why it’s important to un-
derstand simple systems,” 
he says. And Mauritius’s 
natural history offers the 
opportunity of doing just 
that. “After all Earth is also 
a sort of island, fl oating in 
the cosmos!” 

The Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation’s Jean-Claude 
Seviathan is even more san-
guine. “Generally, we study 
living species in Mauritius. 
These studies will teach us 
about the habitats we’ve 
lost and hopefully help us 
restore them in the future,” 
he suggests. Whatever the 
nature of the event that de-
cimated the animal popula-
tion of an isolated swamp 
4,200 years ago, the fascina-
tion of this team of Dutch 
scientists for pollen grains 
and dead dodos will help 
us understand our past, and 
future, a bit better. 

Nicolas RAINER
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 fate of Dream Swamp

Mauritian 
fl ora seems 

to have 
become 

more fl exible 
than fl ora on 

the 
mainland.

Kanaka crater, a great geological funnel if ever there was one. 



■ What is the 
philosophy behind the 
Economic Restructu-

ring and Competitiveness 
Programme (ERCP)?

To encourage deleveraging 
among firms that are heavily 
indebted to banks. 

■ And why are some 
companies so heavily in-
debted? 

Many choose to finance 
their investments through 
bank loans rather than raising 
money on the capital markets. 

■ Which, I suppose, is 
not a bad idea when inte-
rest rates are low…

Yes, but even when lending 
rates are high, enterprises 
keep having recourse to bor-
rowing when the cost of ca-
pital on the stock market is 
more appealing. 

■ But is this strategy 
sustainable? 

Yes, as long as they get 
a reasonable return on in-
vestment that allows them 
to repay their debts without 
putting stress on the cash 
flow. But today, we are deep 
in an economic crisis. Our 
enterprises are not getting 
sufficient business and are 
unable to achieve the same 
level of profitability as before. 
Excessive borrowing has led 
to a situation where finance 
costs represent a big chunk 
of the expenses of the com-
pany. When the gearing ratio 
is high, a company should re-
duce its debts and find other 
ways of raising finance rather 
than borrowing from banks. 
For instance, it can sell de-
bentures or increase its capi-
tal through public floating on 
the stock market.

■ But the ERCP sounds 
very much like the Addi-
tional Stimulus Package. 
Is there a difference?

The ERCP is not so dif-
ferent from the Additional 
Stimulus Package (ASP). 
Some adjustments have been 
brought to the schemes re-
lated to the mechanism for 
transitional support to make 
them more workable. Many 
of the schemes have been 
extended for one year to De-
cember 2011, in line with the 
expectations of the private 
sector.

■ What is the urgency 
of presenting an economic 
programme three months 
prior to the national bud-
get? Is it to cater for the 
most urgent issues? 

That’s what I would have 
expected but in fact it is not 
the case. I would qualify the 
ERCP document as a sort of 
pre-budget report indicating 
the policy direction of the go-
vernment in the forthcoming 
budget.

■ We have been hearing 
a lot about the Repo rate. 
How exactly does it affect 
the consumer?

The Repo rate is the key 
interest rate by which the 
Bank of Mauritius indicates 
its monetary stance. When the 
monetary policy committee 
brings a change to the Repo 
rate, all commercial banks are 
called upon to follow suit by 
adjusting their Prime Len-
ding Rate (PLR) accordin-
gly. Since all interest rates are 
linked to the PLR, the whole 
interest rate structure is af-
fected by a variation in the 
key Repo rate. If the latter 
increases, the deposit interest 
rates go up, which encourages 
saving.

■ And the private 
sector is lobbying for 
the Repo rate to go 
down to lower their 
financial costs?

Yes, when the Repo rate 
goes up, the lending interest 
rates also rise. And, as we said, 
companies live on borrowed 
money.

■ But it is not only com-
panies which are affected 
by a high repo rate, is it?

No, consumers who live on 
debt through credit cards or 
personal loans will pay more 
interest charges too.

■ Is the Repo rate en-
tirely the responsibility of 
the Bank of Mauritius?

The Repo rate is determi-
ned on a quarterly basis by a 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC).

■ Talking about the 
MPC, there has been a 
lot of criticism of some of 
its members. Nita Deer-
palsing, for example, cri-
ticized the presence of 
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Eric Ng, economist and ex-Chairman of the Deve-
lopment Bank of Mauritius (DBM), gives his views 
on the precarious state of the Mauritian economy 

and the measures the government is introducing in 
an attempt to keep damage to a minimum. 

He comments in particular on the crisis affecting 
the euro. 

Economist

Interview
with
Eric Ng

“I predict that sooner or later 
some members of the 

eurozone will dump the euro.”



Jacque Li Wan Po, who she 
claims has vested interests.

Yes, the committee should not 
comprise businessmen. You can-
not have people in the MPC who 
are judge and party. If they are 
players, they cannot arbitrate. 
And we have seen instances in 
the past where the management 
of the Bank of Mauritius was 
found in minority and the mana-
gement of the Bank of Mauritius 
has to take responsibility for eve-
ry decision taken by the MPC.

■ Rather unfair, isn’t it?
Well, this is why Mr. Bheenick 

wants to review the structure of 
the MPC to make its members 
more accountable and to give 
more transparency to the deci-
sion-making process. I subscribe 
to his proposals because mone-
tary policy is today crucial to the 
state of the Mauritian economy. 
Although the monetary transmis-
sion mechanism is not yet as ef-
fective as it should be, monetary 
decisions have a real impact on 
our economic variables.

■ There is no sign at the 
present time that the Repo 
rate will go down and the 
Joint Economic Council 
(JEC) is, predictably, not 
happy. Do you sympathize 
with them?

I do and I share their view 
that it would be less painful for 
companies to deleverage if inte-
rest rates were lower. However, 
a reduction in the Repo rate, 
which is currently at 5.75%, 
should not be construed as an 
incentive to leverage further… 
Banks can help debtors to re-
pay their debts but they should 
remain prudent in expanding 
their credit.

■ But can the BoM afford 
to lower the Repo rate wi-
thout increasing the inflation 
rate?

Let me tell you something: 
I am known to be an inflation 
hawk. Nonetheless, I must be 
honest: the Bank of Mauritius 
(BoM) has some room to lower 
the key Repo rate by at least 
50 basis points. I said so three 
months ago in this newspaper. 
Since then, the headline inflation 
rate has remained persistently 
below 2%. Market expectations 
are that it will move to 3% by the 
end of the year, a rate which is 
still manageable. It might go fur-
ther up to 4% by the third quar-
ter of 2011, at which time the 
BoM could tighten its policy.

■ “Après la mort, la ti-
sane?”

No, there will be no death. On 
the other hand, the longer the 
BoM stays put, the more difficult 
it will be for it to justify a loo-
sening of its policy and the less 
likely it will be to do so. It is now 
or never. 

■ Why now?

Because the euro is under-
going its worst crisis since its 
launch on 1st January 1999. 
True, the euro was at its lowest 
level in October 2000 when it 
was exchanged at the rate of Rs 
23. However, at that time, the 
hotels could compensate the 
loss in foreign exchange with 
an increase in their occupancy 
rate. Today, they are losing both 
on price, with heavy discount 
pricing, and on volume, with a 
dramatic fall in tourist arrivals. 
Furthermore, as Mauritius has 
been diversifying its economy, it 
has become more dependent on 
European markets.

■ Must we, as Pravind 
Jugnauth predicts, expect a 
worsening of the situation?

Absolutely! The figures pu-
blished by the ERDC document 
speak volumes. The single cur-
rency accounts for 95% of our 
sugar receipts. Tourists from eu-
ro-based countries represent 60% 
of total arrivals and tourists from 
the United Kingdom 12%. Out of 
ten export-oriented enterprises, 
seven are paid in euros, and four 
receive all their earnings in euros. 
Also, around 65% of the export 
revenues of the ICT/BPO sector 
are in this currency.

■ The local operators pre-
dict that the euro crisis may 
last between 5 and 7 years. Do 
you share this pessimism?

Allow me to have a cynical 
view of the euro: will the single 
currency still exist in 7 years? 

■ You really think the euro 
will disappear?

I may be wrong but for me, 
the sovereign debt crisis in the 
PIGS economies (Portugal, Ita-
ly, Greece, Spain) is a bad omen 
for the existence of the euro. I 
predict that sooner or later some 
members of the eurozone will 
dump the euro. When the public 
debt of a member country is such 
that it cannot make use of its fis-
cal policy tool to stimulate its 
economy, the only thing it can do 
is to free itself from the shackles 
of the monetary union. In other 
words, it will get rid of the single 
currency and take back its mone-
tary sovereignty by giving legal 
tender to its national currency.

■ The other alternative is 
to implement structural eco-
nomic reforms…

Yes, but these can only come 
with a heavy political price which 
no representative government in 
a democracy would accept to 
pay. I believe that even France 
will question the legitimacy of 
the euro because its population 
does not like supporting econo-
mic reforms.

■ What would be the re-
sult for Mauritian operators 
if that scenario happened?

I think they should start right 
now to diversify their exports 

into dollar-based countries. As 
the euro-based economies are 
slowing down, the International 
Monetary Fund is forecasting 
a paltry growth rate of 1% this 
year. I don’t expect them to reco-
ver before 2013. And I don’t see 
the euro shooting above Rs 45 in 
the near future and staying there 
for a long time.

■ Is the devaluation of the 
rupee an option. Pravind Ju-
gnauth thinks devaluation is 
unfair and I am afraid I tend 
to agree with him.

It is indeed unfair to favour 
one category of operators, the 
exporters, against others, the 
importers and the consumers. A 
central bank should always work 
in the national interest so as to 
earn credibility. Besides, a force-
ful depreciation (devaluation) of 
the rupee is no panacea for our 
economic woes. Deliberately ma-
nipulating the exchange rates is 
like playing with fire. It becomes 
uncontrollable. 

■ Talking about fairness, is 
this programme intended to 
give more help to the SMEs?

I really don’t see many bene-
fits for the small and medium en-
terprises in this programme. We 
tend to associate the difficulties 
of SMEs strictly with a problem 
of finance. In fact, there is plenty 
of money available at the com-
mercial banks but not enough 
viable projects to finance. What 
SMEs need is access to markets 
and promotion of their products 
both locally and overseas. I doubt 
that the Small and Medium En-
terprises Development Autho-
rity (SMEDA) is well equipped 
to help them in these areas. Go-
vernment should lay more em-
phasis on the aspects of support, 
mentoring and marketing for 
SMEs in the next budget.

■ As ex-chairman of the 
Development Bank of Mau-
ritius, you must be familiar 
with the Amnesty Scheme 
that was set up two years 
ago. What do you think of its 
amended version of loans 
written off as “hardship 
cases”?

I can tell you that many 
borrowers who fell under this 
scheme could not take advantage 
of its benefits in spite of the fact 
that all interests were waived. At 
DBM, I was the one who pro-
posed to the ministry of Finance 
to write off all loans for which 
the capital balance did not ex-
ceed Rs 10,000, and also for bor-
rowers facing extreme hardship. 
For sure, the bank should exa-
mine the hardship cases very 
carefully, the more so as there 
would be political interference. 
But as a caring society, we should 
give vulnerable people a second 
chance in life.

Interview by 
Touria PRAYAG
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You cannot have 
people in the 

Monetary Policy 
Committee who 

are judge and 
party.



When Finance 
minister, Pra-
vind Jugnauth, 
called a press 

conference Friday last to 
announce an Economic 
Restructuring and Com-
petitiveness Programme 
(ERCP), he took everybody 
by surprise. The press, the 
opposition, the export pro-
cessing sector, the tourist 
industry, the SMEs and the 
opposition were taken by 
surprise by this Rs 12 billion 
stimulus package, the third 
of its type since the recession 
broke loose, followed by the 
euro crisis.

 “I have been taken off guard 
by this unexpected Economic 
Restructuring and Competi-
tiveness Programme which is 
bound to fail, in the same way the 
two previous stimulus packages 
presented by Rama Sithanen, ex-
minister of Finance failed,” says 
Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing, 
economist and mouthpiece of 
the MMM on economic matters. 
(see insert on his views).

But the surprise was double 
for the laymen watching the te-
levised news on Friday last and 
asking themselves if there was 
any necessity for a Rs 12 billion 
economic stimulus package in a 
country which has gone through 
the big recession without big 
lay-offs, where unemployment 
remains at a reasonable 8 % and 
infl ation is well under control.

If local economists are still 
wrangling over the end results of 
the ERCP, they all answer “yes” 
on the necessity of an economic 
stimulus package.

 “It is necessary to correct the 
weakness and address the vulne-
rabilities of local enterprises and 
the economy in general,” says 
Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing, 
“because the present crisis is 
more serious. It is an immediate 
crisis that has impacted on our 

economy. We are feeling it. White 
Sand tours is in receivership, 
most of our beach hotels are 
showing losses,a deterioration 
in revenues, a decline in profi ts. 
The unemployment rate has ri-
sen over 8 %. The Mauritian eco-
nomy is heading southwards,” 
he says. 

No massive lay-offs
Pierre Dinan, an old hand 

on the Mauritian economy and 
Vishal Ragoobur, economist 
for the Mauritius Employees 
Federation share almost the 
same views as Kee Chong Li 
Kwong Wing on the necessity 
of a new stimulus package. 
However, unlike Kee Chong 
Li Kwong Wing , Ragoobur 

and Dinan do not believe 
that the two different stimu-
lus packages presented by 
the ex-government failed in 
their objectives.

“We have not had any mas-
sive lay-offs in the country. 
Unemployment is under 
control, just because the ex-
minister of Finance decided to 
invest heavily in infrastructure, 
roads and airport inter alia. The 
country will need this infrastruc-
ture. The construction sector is 
booming. But the crisis has in-
tensifi ed because of the fall of 
the euro and the ERCP is just 
an intensifi cation of the mea-
sures taken under the Additio-
nal Stimulus Package of Rama 
Sithanen,” says Pierre Dinan.

But an economic stimu-

lus package most of the time 
means funding and bailing out 
private companies with good 
public money. Economists 
have well defi ned views on 
the questions and all local eco-
nomists say that it cannot be 
otherwise if we, and the world, 
are to get out of the crisis.

“It was John Maynard 
Keynes who fi rst came up with 
the concept that public money 
should be used to make up for 
private defi cits,” says Pierre Di-
nan who adds that the world has 
learned a lot from mistakes made 
during the Great Depression of 
the Thirties. 

“But now we should learn 
where and when to stop fun-
ding private companies with 
public money. Private compa-

nies should learn to take matters 
into their own hands at a given 
time.” he adds. According to him, 
“the success of the measures 
announced by the Minister de-
pends, to a large extent, on the ef-
fi ciency of the committees(some 
10 in all) set up to monitor the 
execution of the ERCP, as well as 
on the integrity of their respective 
memberships.”

According to Vishal Ragoo-
bur, most of the benefi ciaries will 
be small and medium companies 
which employ 43 % of the local 
labour force. So, “the Mauritian 
public should not get the impres-
sion that government is dishing 
out money to big private compa-
nies,” says.

RaI JUGURNAUTH

When Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing, 
talks about the Economic Rres-
tructuring and Competitiveness 
Programme (ERCP) one gets the 
impression that Pravind Jugnauth 
has arrived late at the beside of an 
ailing economy with a survival kit 
in which the most important me-
dicines and medical equipment 
are missing.
“The ERCP presented on Friday last 
is too short and has come too late 
to succeed. We shall pay the cost of 

inaction. We are still banking on an 
old economic model which has out-
lived its usefulness. We need to think 
ahead and bring in the restructuring 
measures that will radically ove-
rhaul the economy and revolutio-
nise the SME sector,” says the MMM 
mouthpiece.
According to him, the ERCP is just a 
repackaging of the two stimulus pac-
kages presented by the ex-govern-
ment. “The ERCP focuses on fi scal 
stimulus and it does not address the 

fundamental structural weaknesses 
of the economy which makes it so 
vulnerable to the euro zone crisis 
which is much more serious than 
the fi nancial crisis of 2008,”, explains 
Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing.
He compares the outcome of the 
2008 crisis to strong gales blowing 
and the euro crisis to an intense 
tropical cyclone and says that mea-
sures that failed to protect from the 
gales will do very little against this 
intense cyclone.
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Kee Chong Li Kwong Wing asks for the economy to be revolutionised

Our tourist industry at the cross-roads: what does the future hold?

Kee Chong LI KWONG WING
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Dead, 
deader, 
deadest 

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

The arts and culture it seems have never had 
it so good. The country is actually debating about 
the place that should be given to the arts; the 
minister is being given a hard time because he 
has made a blunder (well, the blunder wasn’t his, 
of course; it was those useless civil servants- let’s 
shoot them all. Don’t we all know that when the 
going gets tough, it’s always the fault of the subor-
dinates and that when things are rosy, it’s always 
because of good leadership?) And the Prime mi-
nister has an advisor in arts and culture. 

Great, maybe now we can actually get on stage 
again without worrying about money. 

But amid all the joy, I have a question for all 
those champions of the arts: Ever heard of Ra-
mesh Tekoit? No? Maybe it’s because he wasn’t 
glamorous enough? That he didn’t have the right 
contacts? That he just wasn’t cool enough? Not 
“arty” enough?

Well I guess it doesn’t matter now; he’s dead. 
Ramesh Tekoit, for those of you who didn’t 

know was one of the very few filmmakers of this 
country. He was at any rate the first one. His first 
movie was called “Et le sourire revient” and since 
then he has been toiling incessantly, making films, 
making TV series- very often bad ones, bless him, 
but he never gave up despite all the indifference, 
the ridicule, the lack of money and the disregard 
the so-called ministry of Arts and Culture and 
the Mauritius Film Development Corporation 
subjected him to. 

I first met Tekoit when he got in touch with 
my dad and me to play in his “new” series en-
titled the “Supernatural Tales of Mauritius”. 
The concept was very simple and as most simple 
things are wont to be, it was also brilliant. You 
know those supernatural tales about ghosts and 
stuff that we used to be told as children?   

Well, Tekoit gathered thirteen of those tales 
and made thirteen mini-films on each of them. I 
don’t know what happened to them. He obvious-
ly tried to sell them- he had spent an enormous 
amount of money making them- my co-star was 
a British actor! But nobody wanted them.

Then he made a Mauritian version of… Ber-
verly Hills! Shooting it was a lot of fun but he 
ran out of money at some point and that too, 
had to stop.

I lost touch with Ramesh over the years but 
I do know that he went on to make some more 
films and series- one of them was actually shown 
on TV recently.

Ramesh Tekoit died a few months ago amid 
complete indifference- I know he was in the 
middle of a project involving making a film that 
he hoped he could sell to the MTPA. I also know 
he was desperately indebted to banks and friends. 

And he died a poor man having led a rich life 
fuelled by a passion for filmmaking and not one 
person at the ministry of supposedly arts and 
culture gave a damn. Not the minister, not his 
officers, not one of the “arty” champions.

I’d throw up at the hypocrisy if I didn’t care 
about ruining my make-up. 

Mauritius and the euro crisis

Funding private defi cits with public moneyth public money

Professor Jeffrey Frankel of 
the Kennedy School of Go-
vernment,   Harvard Univer-
sity, talked about Mauritius 
this week in his Weblog under 
the title “Some big ideas from 
small countries”
Excerpts  from this Weblog : 
     “Two decades ago, many 
thought the lesson of the 1980s 
had been that Japan’s variant of 
capitalism was the best model, 
that other countries around the 
world should and would follow 
it.   The Japanese model quickly 
lost its lustre in the 1990s.  
     One decade ago, many 
thought that the lesson of the 
1990s had been that the US 
variant of capitalism was the 
best model that other countries 
should and would follow.   The 

American model in turn lost its 
attractiveness in the decade of 
the 2000s.   
     Where should countries 
look for a model, now, in 2010?  
Many small countries on the 
periphery have experimented 
with policies and institutions 
that could usefully be adopted 
by others.  
     A panoply of innovations has 
helped Chile to outperform its 
South American neighbors …
     Costa Rica in Central Ame-
rica and Mauritius in Africa 
each pulled ahead of their 
peers some time ago.  Among 
many other decisions that 
worked out well for them, both 
countries have foregone a stan-
ding army. The result in both 
cases has been histories with 
no coups, and fi nancial savings 
that can be used for education, 
investment, and other good 
things.  Singapore achieved rich 
country status with a unique 
development strategy …
Estonia led the way in sim-
plifying its tax system by means 
of a successful fl at tax in 1994, 
followed by Slovakia and other 

small countries in Central/
Eastern Europe and elsewhere 
(including Mauritius again) …
     In highlighting some very 
specifi c institutions that could 
be usefully applied elsewhere, 
I don’t mean to suggest that 
they can be effortlessly transla-
ted from one national context 
to another.   Nor do I mean to 
suggest that these examples 
are entirely responsible for 
the success of the economies 
identifi ed.  (Indeed a few of 
these countries have recently 
been wrestling with severe pro-
blems.)  But a country doesn’t 
have to be large like the United 
States to serve as a model for 
others.  Small countries tend to 
be trade-dependent, and open 
to new ideas.  They are often 
more free to experiment than 
are large countries. The results 
of the experiments include 
some useful lessons”.
The unabridged version of his 
views is available on his Weblog 
– a page that requires refreshing 
at least twice – at http://content.
ksg.harvard.edu/blog/jeff_fran-
kels_weblog/

A busy factory fl oor in the  textile industry.

Small countries lead the way
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The name of the ninth 
month of the Islamic 
calendar, the word 
“Ramadan”, is deri-

ved from the Arabic root “rmd”, 
which refers to intense heat, 
scorched ground and shortness 
of rations. As the Islamic calen-
dar is based on the cycles of the 
moon, the dates of Ramadan on 
the Gregorian calendar change 

from year to year. This year, 
Ramadan started on 

the 12th of August 
and will end on ei-
ther the 9th or the 
10th of September, 
depending on the 

visibility of the moon.  
Ramadan is the 

month of ritual fasting 
for Muslims, and is one of the 

fi ve fundamental pillars of 
Islam (see inset). From 
sunrise to sunset during 
that time, adult Muslims 

are expected to abstain from 
food, drink, and sexual activi-

ties. Pregnant women, women 
who are menstruating, the elderly 
and sick people are exempted 
from the fast, on condition that 

they make up the number of days 
they have missed at a later date. 
If they are unable to make up for 
the missed days, they are to pay 
the fi dya as compensation for 
each day missed, which will feed 
a poorer person twice a day. It is 
told that long ago, having nothing 
to eat during one period of severe 
famine, some poor people asked 
for food from the rich. Pitilessly, 
the rich gave just a little portion of 
food to those starving people. As a 
result, Allah ordered that everyone 
should fast during the month of 
Ramadan. The aim was to teach 
values such as mercy to believers, 
and until now the month is one 
where it is required of Muslims to 
help the poor and the needy.

Thus, “Ramadan is not just a 
month of fasting, it is also about 
purifying both body and soul,” 
indicates Nissar Ramtoolah, pre-
sident of the Jummah Mosque. 
This excerpt from a message from 
Imaam Muhyi- ud- Din Munir A. 
Azim, published in L’Express on 
the 12th of August, echoes the 
previous sentiment: “[...]Moreo-
ver, the Muslim is commanded to 
act and speak in accordance with 

the prescriptions of the Almighty, 
in that he must behave in the most 
appropriate manner so as not to 
nullify his sawm by indulging in 
evils, such as gossip, backbiting, 
mischief, vain talk, smoking, la-
ziness, and all kinds of immoral 
activities.”  Thus, Ramadan is 
intended for self-betterment and 
getting closer to God. In addi-
tion, Muslims are encouraged to 
read the entire Qu’ran during the 
month of Ramadan, through “Ta-
rawih”. The “Tarawih” is a special 
prayer of the month of Ramadan 
performed at night, after the last 
prayer of the day is completed. By 
the end of the month, the com-
plete scripture of 30 chapters is 
expected to have been recited.

Ramadan necessitates special 
preparation. Since the fast lasts 
from sunrise to sunset, Mus-
lims wake up before dawn to 
have the fi rst meal of the day, the 
sehri, which will have to provide 
them with enough sustenance to 
last through the day. They then 
do not touch food or drink un-
til the sun sets, when they break 
their fast with a meal called iftar. 
Since Islam is a religion and not a 

RamadanRamadan

Since 12th August, Muslims around 
the world have been following the 
Ramadan fast. More than just abstaining 
from food and drink, Ramadan is a time 
for getting closer to God.

Strengthening faith and social bondsStrengthening faith and social bonds



culture, any type of food may be 
eaten to break the fast, but some 
items such as dates are widely 
used, because of their religious si-
gnifi cance – it is said that Prophet 
Mohammed broke his fast by ea-
ting them. The iftar is an occasion 
for getting together family and/or 
friends and sharing a meal; thus, it 
is often very elaborate.

Since Ramadan encourages 
people to abstain from unhealthy 
activities such as smoking, it has 
health benefi ts. Some Muslims 
even hold that they lose weight 
during the month of Rama-
dan, due to fasting! According 
to Diane Desmarais, a nutritio-
nist, this may not always be the 
case. “In general, people tend to 
eat and drink more than normal 
when they break their fast in the 
evening. This encourages weight 
gain.” Having a healthy Ramadan 
period is easily possible however, 
according to Dr Fareed Bahadoor, 
who practices in the private sector. 
“To fast implies adopting healthy 
eating habits and self-imposing 
a discipline that must not be in-
fringed”. For instance, Shaheen, a 
young Muslim woman, confi des 

that she very much looks forward 
to the iftar after a day of fasting - 
“dates, alouda, jelly, oily food!”. 
Abdullah, a Muslim residing in 
Quatre-Bornes, explains that 
the iftar has special signifi cance. 
“Most Muslims have kept the 
tradition of old times where the 
whole family will sit together, pray 
just before iftaar and then break 
their fast with dates and water, 
and then comes the oily food. 
The whole process is to make fa-
mily bonds stronger.” “Iftars” are 
usually more joyous and euphoric 
than the early “sehris”. There is a 
certain excitement in the air for 
those who have fasted all day long, 
waiting for the fast-breaking ritual 
which is usually accompanied by a 
plethora of savouries: for instance, 
hot and crispy gateaux piments, 
soft bhajaas, samousas, and all 
kinds of “gato salé”. As drinks, 
“aloudas” are normally served al-
though this may vary depending 
on the tastes of people.     

 Rachel LUCHMUN

Nabeela FOKEERBUX
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The fi ve pillars of Islam
Ramadan, or the act of ritual fasting, is one of the fi ve fundamental pillars of Sunni Islam. These pillars 
denote the fi ve duties incumbent on every Muslim in order to properly adhere to the religion. They 
are the Shahadah (profession of faith), Salah (daily prayers), Zak’t (alms-giving), Hajj (pilgrimage to 
Mecca) and Sawm (fasting). Shahadah is a set statement which recognizes that Allah is the only God 
and that Mohammed is his prophet. In Arabic, this is “Lâ ilâha illallâh, Muhammadur rasûlullâh,” a 
close translation of which is “There is no deity but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God”. The 
Salah comprises fi ve prayers, which are said at different times of the day -  Fajr (dawn), Zuhr (noon), 
Asr (afternoon), Maghrib (sunset) and Isha’a (evening). Zak’t is the action of giving a small percentage 
of one’s wealth to charity yearly. The ritual pilgrimage to Mecca during the month of Dhu al-Hijjah,the 
Hajj, must be carried out by all Muslims at least once in their lifetime, if they can afford it. As for Sawm, 
or fasting,  the compulsory fasting during the month of Ramadan is its main example, but Muslims may 
fast at other times and for other reasons, to atone for their sins for example.   

Here, cultural awareness exists, to varying degrees. 
Shaheen confi rms that most of the people she knows 
are aware of the Ramadan and that Muslims have to 
do it - “Most people don’t think about it. They know 
that Muslims are going to fast and that’s it”. Abdullah 
agrees that most people know about the fasting, but 
do not understand the deeper meanings of Rama-
dan: “The purpose of Ramadan is to become closer 

to God, and fasting is only part of the process. There 
are all the extra things you have to do - more prayers, 
more Qu’ran reading..” Even if they do know what 
it is, they may not all understand it. “Most of them 
don’t understand the idea of not drinking even a glass 
of water for so many hours, from sunrise to sunset. I 
believe that, if there are starving people around the 
world, we should be able to empathise with them 

for at least part of the day. It makes us more com-
passionate.” Shaheen confi des that some people will 
go out of their way to avoid eating in front of her. “It 
embarrasses me. Fasting is part of my religion and 
I don’t need other people to change their habits for 
me”. Abdullah’s friends joined him in the fast for a 
day last year, but it “was for the experience and not 
through solidarity”.

Ramadan and the other comunities

Muslim families getting together to break the fast.
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The First Hundred Days: different    

In  a lighter vein 
First time in our history  we 

have a concrete “ bilan” in the garb 
of 100 measures.

 Much better than the not-so-
successful “sanz ou lavi dan 100 
zours”.

 Good old wine in a new bottle, 
labeled ERCP. Produced by the 
same factory and the same wine-
maker. Must have worked really 
hard- creating one measure each 
and every day. His equals, the other 
stalwarts who have been working 
hard too. Each one in his own style 
and at his own pace. 

According to public opi-
nion, which is always un-
fair and cruel, they can be 
classifi ed in 4 categories:

The Dare Devils: 
Two samples. Here is one who 

got excited. He dared. Also bared 
and fl exed his scanty muscles but 
what he ultimately showed was dis-
gustingly small, as result. If he per-
severes, he can honorably replace 

our badly missed folkloric national 
entertainer, who did not manage to 
get a ticket during the last elections.

Then there is this young and 
brilliant one who thinks he is the 
natural successor of Lucky Luke; 
moves faster than his shadow; 
shoots at everything that moves. 
Will soon get tired. We too.

 But both are good-natured 
and honest guys.
The Wait and See 
Experts

They are misfi ts. Their medio-
crity did not prevent them from 
inheriting a large domain. Because 
they have other qualifi cations. 
They may fi nd themselves on the 
list of endangered species in case of 
reshuffl e- if ever there is one in the 
kingdom of lethargy

The Ever Absent ones
They are too discreet because 

they don’t know much. They have 
much diffi culty growing their little 

feet to fi t the XL shoes they have 
grabbed. We have nearly forgotten 
their names. Worse; we have also 
forgotten the names of their terri-
tories.

The Business as 
usual Type

They got domains they are 
used to. Busy completing unfi -
nished jobs. They are stable and 
we feel secure. Unfortunately they 
are not many.
What about 
the Wonder Girls? 

They are only three but all 
combined they can represent all 
the four categories mentioned 
above. Quite a feat.

But better leave them untou-
ched. The law of the land about 
eve teasing is harsh.

But the fi rst 100 days also de-
serve a serious analysis.

Apparently this tradition of 
100 days of grace started from the 

time of Napoleon. This is the time 
when government is left undistur-
bed to sow their seeds and nurture 
the sprouts which will become fruit 
trees for the benefi t of the people 
during their mandate. In the mean-
time Opposition is supposed to 
sharpen its weapons, to develop 
strategies of war and the tactics of 
battles.

 It is unfair to expect a “bi-
lan” of action in a period of 100 
days. What is expected is a series 
of strong signals. They can augur 
well or not so well.

We expected a few signals 
for events to come. Has any-
body caught any concerning the 
following: drugs, law and order, 
national debt, gambling? Are we 
getting confusing messages such as 
the creation of a fully-fl edged mi-
nistry for the alleviation of poverty 
and at the same time the eviction of 
squatters in a rough manner? 

We have the leaders we de-
serve.

 If only they did walk their talk.

Dan BUNDHOO

Member 
of Democracy Watch

This week, our guests have been invited to comment on the fi rst hundred days of the new government. 
One of them sees it as “forlorn and in sulky mood”, another uses a nice sporting metaphor to introduce a hymn 
of praise for it. The others fall somewhere in between… and even add a touch of humour to the debate.

Much is being said about 
the fi rst 100 days of this present 
government. True to say that 
there is a new crew on board, 
however, there is one essential 
element which many seem to 
ignore: there has been no change 
of captain! Having said this, it 
cannot be said that the fi rst 100 
days have been a non event as 
some are trying to make us be-
lieve. The mission undertaken 
by the Honourable Prime mi-
nister in 2005 to bring us home 
has suffered no waiver and what 
follows are concrete examples 
of that:

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fi ce: It is the fi rst time that an 
adviser has been appointed to 
the PMO to give a new dimen-
sion to culture and advise on 
cultural matters. This is setting 
the pace for a new mindset for 
Mauritians in respect of arts and 
culture, a fi eld where we have 
been lagging behind for decades

Finance minister: Specifi c 
measures to combat the euro 
crisis have been set out and 
these are only a stepping stone 
towards the forthcoming bud-
get. Many of these measures 
such as the proposed writing off 
of loans for SME’s by the DBM 

and the possibility for hotels to 
resort to the HIS scheme to sell 
their rooms are in line with the 
government’s policy of the de-
mocratization of the economy. 

Minister of Poverty and 
Empowerment Programme: 
An expert has been recruited 
by the National Empower-
ment Foundation to look into 
ways to fi ght against poverty. 
The building of houses for low 
income groups is high on the 
cards and the CSR scheme is 
given dimension at all levels.

Minister of Commerce: There 
have been much criticism, warran-
ted or not, against the taking over 
of the STC over the years. With 
the appointment of Megh Pillay as 
Managing Director, there is a clear 
intention to ensure that STC deli-
vers the goods!

 Minister of Labour: He has 
shown much enthusiasm to pro-
tect workers and he will see to it 
that the provisions of the Indus-
trial Relations Act in respect of 
safety of workers are strictly ad-
hered to. The agreement signed 
by the MSPA and the workers 
of the industry is also part and 
parcel of his “trophies”, though 
the Prime Minister gave a clear 
public indication of what was ex-

pected from the MSPA.
The ministers of Health and of 

the Environment have also started 
on a good note. There has been a 
prompt intervention to prevent an 
increase in H1N1 fl u and today 
the fi gures for in- and out- patients 
suffering from that disease have 
decreased signifi cantly. The minis-
ter of Environment, on the other 
hand, is looking into the possibility 
of legislation to prevent pollution 
by fumes. 

Treading carefully
One would not expect the mi-

nister of Foreign Affairs to stay in 
Mauritius and exercise his function 
as such. There is probably a need 
to give more exposure on the local 
front to the role and contribution 
of the Ministry in international fo-
rums and debates.

The minister of Local Govern-
ment has embarked on a project to 
harmonize various Local Govern-
ment Laws and in the same breath 
the several Municipal and District 
Councils. 

Minister of Tourism: He is loo-
king for new markets - India and 
China amongst others. When we 
consider the purchasing capacity of 
a large chunk of the Indian popula-

tion, it is indeed disappointing that 
Mauritius only welcomes 40,000 
to 50,000 Indian tourists annually. 
There must be something rotten in 
the “State of Denmark” as Shake-
speare would say! So, it stands to 
reason apart from the sun, sea and 
sand, there is a need for reinvention 
and this is exactly what the present 
Minister is up to. 

Attorney General: He is 
treading carefully since we are 
talking about legislation which 
is subject to evaluation and cri-
ticism by the judiciary at any 
time. The facilitation of divorce 
proceedings by mutual consent 
and the translation of the Civil 
Code into English are commen-
dable endeavours.

Time and time again, it has 
been said that a government 
should be judged after a full 
mandate. The comments being 
published in some of the papers 
in relation to the fi rst 100 days 
are not a novelty. It is only a re-
petition of what we have seen 
in the past! And despite all this, 
at the end of the day, however, 
didn’t the team led by the cap-
tain win the fi nals!

And the title will be his 
for a period of fi ve years 
whether we like it or not!! 

Not even half time yet

Ashvin LUXIMON

Barrister



A United Nations model I 
am familiar with provides for 
evaluations(for example of projects 
or of trainees) after three months, 
one year, two years and fi ve years.

The fi rst evaluation (i.e. after 
three months) tests seriousness 
of purpose: - have all actions been 
designed? planned? built-up? Have 
the funds and partners been not 
only identifi ed but contracted and 
got on board? Have all possible 
constraints to the successful com-
pletion of the project (assume it’s 
a fi ve-year project) been identifi ed 
and addressed? Most importantly, 
have the best, most appropriate 
people been recruited, on the basis 
of secured funds and has the most 
essential of all parameters (the ca-
lendar of actions) been fully agreed 
upon, fi nalized? Has the imple-
mentation started as per calendar?

Finally in a changing world, 
have the actions/partners/ calendar 
the necessary fl exibility to take on 
board new events/factors/persons?

Now what about the 2010-15 
Ramgoolam Government? The 
election manifesto can be taken 

as being its blueprint. The driving 
force is the council of ministers. 
The partners(as per manifesto and 
declaration from the leader) being 
the best brains and skills we have 
in this country, all key institutions, 
all NGOs, all citizens without ex-
clusions. Together with, here and 
there, external consultants as requi-
red. Are these things happening?

Is the absolute promise made 
by the leader of the winning Al-
liance after the results (i.e. to go-
vern for the benefi t of ALL) being 
refl ected in the reality of this go-
vernment’s decision making? For 
sure, handing out positions and 
posts as recompense for those who 
« helped us get elected » is coun-
ter-productive in the endeavour 
of moving this country forward. 
It is an observed fact that anyone 
nominated to a post (be it that of 
Chair of a parastatal to that of hos-
pital gardener) who thinks that this 
is his/her reward for past services, 
is inclined to complacency; worse, 
to feeling above the law, above ac-
countability! To what extent have 
such mis-assignments and nepo-

tism been occurring during these 
fi rst three months, a key period for 
nominations and installations? 

After only one-twentieth of 
the mandate, some dead-wood 
which has crept in may be with us 
for another 57 months, unless re-
placed, now,  remembering that 
this country’s best competencies 
do not come from only one pre-
ferred community or party.

A new vision
Some complex, urgent issues  

require an integrated approach 
(in some cases joint action by 
multiple ministries), issues  such 
as poverty eradication, the tran-
sition from dependence on fossil 
fuel to renewable energy, main-
taining law, order and peaceful 
living, education and formation 
which meets the needs of the 
present and future world, electo-
ral reforms, building codes and 
open land-allocation procedures. 
Ministries and institutions, here 
and elsewhere, fi nd it easier to 
continue with business as usual 

than embark upon radical reform, 
absolutely necessary for us to sur-
vive the climate, energy, social and 
economic crises that are coming.

Thus during its fi rst three 
months, this Government’s actions 
(as known to the public) appear 
timid and slow. If serious policy 
statements and action plans on 
transportation, on energy, on eco-
nomic survival and recovery have 
been prepared it’s high time these 
be made public, with full calendars 
of implementation. For example 
we are still tendering for diesel-
powered electricity generators and 
planning to avert a looming energy 
crisis with coal-powered genera-
tors. Wasn’t the winning alliance 
called l’Avenir? So, where is the 
new vision?

Let us end with a comment on 
one good initiative, namely the de-
cision from the Council of Minis-
ters on Friday 13th August 2010 to 
institute a planning and implemen-
tation unit in every ministry. An ex-
cellent tool of governance provided 
competent cadres are found and 
enabled to do such a task.
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 viewpoints, different perceptions

From the moment of their 
victory, the new Labour-MSM-
PMSD Government has looked 
forlorn. Even depressed. Navin 
Ramgoolam clearly wanted a near 
60-0 result, but didn’t get it. He 
blames the press for pretending 
the election was a close thing when 
it wasn’t. So, the fi rst 100 days saw 
antagonism a-plenty between go-
vernment and press. 

At the same time, Labour has 
been resentful towards the MMM 
instead of magnanimous in victory. 
There has been friction between 
Labour agents and the MSM, a 
“greedy” ally. But, MSM minister 
Soodhun has tied himself in knots 
around the Mangalore contract 
and the STC, while another MSM 
minister, Ms Hanoomanjee, could 
not quite get her head around kee-
ping fi gures for cases of fl u low 
“because of tourism” while also 
needing to explain away the num-
ber of deaths. Rama Valayden has 
been putting out his own private 
communiqués even though he is 
Secretary General of the PMSD, 
while Xavier Duval has been de-
moted from running the country 
from his throne as minister of Tou-
rism to fi ghting the odd “pocket of 
poverty”, even as the system pro-
duces layers upon layers of newly 
impoverished families.

So, in Government, they are 
all pretty sulky.

Their fi rst 100 days has been 
a sad one, lost in the doldrums of 
regrets. Strange. You would never 
have thought they had won a two-
thirds majority. 

What has not been done has 
stood out more than what has been 
done. Which is not, as we shall see, 
always a bad thing.

The process of electoral re-
form has not begun. Only the 
threat of a committee of “ex-
perts” that will come up with pro-
posals for some vague “second 
republic” or “new constitution”. 
Lord preserve us, with such an 
open-ended agenda, from the 
kind of change we can expect un-
der the present negative balance 
of class forces. Inaction would be 
better than, say, strengthening 
the private property clauses or 
entrenching the death penalty.  

The process of introducing 
the mother tongue in schools has 
not started either. Government 
is more interested in the mother 
tongue as an “optional subject” 
in schools – to be discussed in a 
future conference. 

Agricultural diversifi cation 
has remained marginal, even as 
the cane industry collapses, even 
after closing down 45,000 jobs 
in the countryside over the last 
decade or two.

The UN General Assembly 
has not been called to support a 

case for the retrocession of Diego 
Garcia at the International Court 
of Justice at The Hague, nor have 
UN Inspections under the Pelinda-
ba Treaty for a Nuclear Arms Free 
Africa been requested yet. Navin 
Ramgoolam has only spoken of 
some “confi dential” strategy. As if 
he could steal Diego Garcia back 
from the UK and the US in secret. 

And talking about “secrets”, 
the fi rst 100 days has been 
characterized by Government 
having a “secret” Minister of Fi-
nance. We do not know what he 
was doing, if anything. 

A veneer of legitimacy 
We know that the MSM and 

the media were locked in mortal 
combat even after the peak of hos-
tilities at the siege of Radio One, so 
the private media covered nothing 
on the Finance minister. But, the 
big question is: why did the MBC 
also keep him “secret”?

Only on Day 101 did he come 
out of hiding with his “Economic 
Restructuring and Competiti-
veness Package”, as the Euro crisis 
hit tourism and textiles, thus threa-
tening the employment still left in 
the country. 

The answer to the riddle of 
the hidden Finance minister lies 
partly, of course, in the tenden-
cy for the Prime Minister to be 

more and more like a president 
or even a king. And although this 
king cried, “Off with his head!” 
before elections when he called 
for the death penalty to be re-
introduced, he has luckily not 
done that in his fi rst 100 days.

Ministers and nominees conti-
nue to bow down low, droning out 
the mantra: “Under the leadership 
of the Prime Minister, Navinchan-
dra Ramgoolam,” as an introduc-
tion to whatever they say. Now, 
even trade unionists do it. Which 
leads to one thing the government 
has done: it has successfully ma-
neuvered union bureaucrats into 
granting a veneer of “legitimacy” 
to the new “Employment Relations 
Act” and its institutions. Ramgoo-
lam’s nominee at the head of the 
“Commission for Conciliation and 
Mediation” under the EReA, Prof. 
Torul, has even become their hero.

So, the Prime Minister 
tries to stay “popular”, while 
his ministers take the rap. And 
just as any unpopular mea-
sures were blamed on Rama 
Sithanen before the last elec-
tions, so new ones will no 
doubt be blamed on Pravind 
Jugnauth who has come out of 
hiding after 100 days. 

But the season of crises in 
capitalism that has produced 
this forlorn government is not 
yet over. Far from it.

Lindsey COLLEN

Member of Lalit

A forlorn government

3 down, 57 to go

Michael ATCHIA  

Member 
of Democracy Watch



Celebrating those anonymous vo-
lunteers who do wonderful work for 
Mauritius

We know that the profitable 
growth of our company depends on 
the economic, environmental, and 
social sustainability of our commu-
nities across the world. And we know 
it is in our best interests to contribute 
to the sustainability of those commu-
nities.” - Travis Engen, CEO, Alcan 

With the advent of the recent 
CSR levy imposed on profitable 
companies since 1 July 2009, CSR 
has become an increasingly impor-
tant activity in many enterprises. A 
quick scan of the mainstream news-
papers will give anyone a clear idea 
of those companies in Mauritius 
engaged in sustainable responsible 
business (SRB). The 2% tax is set to  
make available a substantial amount 
of funds and  hopefully it will be 
judiciously applied to reach those 
who need it most, vulnerable groups 
striving to have a  better standard 

of living and also work for the bet-
terment of our country, be it for the 
preservation of the environment, or 
for educational, sports and health 
issues. 

CSR Awards exist around the 
world. We have not re-invented the 
wheel. The Global CSR Awards, the 
ICAEW Awards, The  Big TICK 
Awards in UK or the Prime Ministers 
CSR Awards in Malaysia are yearly, 
long-awaited events that through 
time, have demonstrated that reco-
gnition should be given to companies 
that have a long term commitment 
to CSR and communicate progress 
in a transparent and honest way to 
their stakeholders whilst upholding 
the dignity of the recipients.   

But let’s be very honest: many 
companies have not waited for the 
new legislation to indulge in doing 
good. There are many cases, in Mau-
ritius and abroad, where successful 
companies have striven to be good 
corporate citizens working hand in 

hand with NGOs that have become 
household names because of their ex-
traordinary track record. We are also 
aware of those selfless and commit-
ted men and women who, far from 
the madding crowd, far from media 
attention, relentlessly work for causes 
they believe in. No one sees these so-
cial workers; no one applauds them 
and guess what! These volunteers do 
not fret about it as bringing smiles to 
people’s lives is what they aspire to 
and the betterment of our society is 
their ultimate goal. 

Would it not be wonderful to ce-
lebrate those people, those anony-
mous great human beings, and our 
true local heroes, who far from the li-
melight, from the glossy pages of ma-
gazines work day and night to bring 
hope and happiness to others? The 
purpose of celebration is to inspire 
others to the greater cause. 

Would it not be sensible to inspire 
our youth to engage in social work ins-
tead of less altruistic activities? 

Would it not be right to reco-
gnize and value the work of those 
volunteers who in their own modest 
ways have brought significant posi-
tive change to our society? 

This is what we are trying ve-
ry humbly to do with BDO CSR 
Awards. Taking responsibility for our 
impact on society means first and 
foremost that a company takes lea-
dership in bringing social responsi-
bility to the forefront of sustainable 
business development. It is hoped 
that these awards will provide an ex-
ternal seal of approval to help boost 
staff morale and commitment espe-
cially in those companies that have 
adopted a hands-on approach. It is 
the recognition for encouragement, 
inspiration, enhancing sustainable 
development to a level of professio-
nalism that makes Mauritius fare so 
well in international forums.   

Yacoob RAMTOOLA 

CEO, BDO
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One truth-ways many
Doomsday is found in the Bible

Is spoken of in the Quran
And predicted in the Vishnu 

Purana
Truth and Love will fade
From the Earth Surface

 So each day we are
On this planet earth

Let us die
Impersonal become

Ego discarded
To live better

 Virgin Mary conceived
In the same way did Kunti
So did the Egyptian virgin

In Ancient days
 Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh

From the Hindu Trilogy
Christianity believes in

 The Father, The Son and The 
Holy Spirit

  Physical Death is not the end 
of life

Rather it is the beginning 
Some believe in resurrection, 

others in reincarnation

  Solidarity
In agony

He lay by the roadside, inanimate
Picked up

Passers-by. Spontaneously
Hospitalised. Firm in their 

purpose.
Parents alerted

Soothed, comforted. 
Recuperates

Slowly
Tries to recall

Faces indistinct
Remembers only
Man at his best

As a friend 
Nameless, religionless..

A deed well done
No reward seeks.

 Indifference
How could it be?

A broken down man
Untrimmed, unkempt

At the roundabout in La Louise
Delivering monologues

No one seems to care
Or silently mocks 

Or out of fear dare not approach 
him

How could it be?
An old woman crossing the road

Help her, O school children
Young, strong men do stop her

Motorcyclists, drivers
Brand new vehicles…

No one to hold her hand.
 

Fairy Land
Mauritius, this is my land

God copied
To create His Heaven

Hospitable People
Offering exquisite cuisine

East meeting West
The fusion, the blending

Unique sega
Putting us all in the ambiance

Rouler mama
Unique fl ora and fauna

The paille en queue
The trochetia Boutoniana

Seven coloured earth 
and more
Similarly,

Let the natural harmony
Inspire us all

To harmoniously live
Unruffl ed by troubled times

Vijay RAMCHURN

One truth 

BDO CSR Awards BDO CSR Awards 

Vulnerable 
groups deserve 

the attention 
of voluntary 

organisations.
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Our Our RReplyeply]

Reliability 
of cardiac 

screening tests

By Dr. Cassam HINGUN

Corpo sano, mente sana ]

Our country 
has one of the 
highest preva-
lences of car-

diac disease in the world 
and we doctors spend our 
time advising our patients 
to undergo preventive 
screening tests.
A few months ago, an 
athletic patient underwent 
a series of screening car-
dio-vascular tests publici-
sed by a private clinic. His 
exercise test did not re-
veal any abnormality but 
a couple of weeks later, 
he suffered from chest 
pain followed by a heart 
attack. Investigations re-
vealed a major blockage 
of his heart arteries and 
subsequently, he had to 
undergo a bypass in ano-
ther private clinic. 

So the question is the fol-
lowing: how reliable are 
the screening tests as a 
means of fi nding out if 
you have heart disease or 
not?
During the medical exa-
mination, your doctor will 
ask you a series of ques-
tions ranging from your 
personal and family his-
tories to risk factors, lifes-
tyle and symptoms among 
others so as to be able to 
assess your risk of suffe-
ring from heart disease.

The most common 
examination is the res-
ting electrocardiogram 
(ECG). This test is very 
reliable during the oc-
currence of a symptom, 
for instance, chest pain. 
Otherwise, there is an 
80% chance that a Co-
ronary Artery Disease 
(CAD) goes unnoticed. 
Furthermore, many stu-
dies have proven that 
ECG interpretations vary 
between doctors and so-
metimes the same ECG 
can be interpreted diffe-
rently by the same doc-
tor at different intervals. 
Moreover, some resting 
ECG machines are fi tted 
with software for auto-
matic interpretation and 
once again those results 

need to be validated by a 
doctor to be trustworthy.

Another cardiac test avai-
lable and commonly uti-
lised is the stress test. In 
medical terminology, we 
speak about the sensibi-
lity, specifi city, negative 
and positive predictive 
values of a test.  Although 
results of the stress test 
are more accurate than 
those of the resting ECG, 
there remains about a 
30% chance of missing 
serious heart conditions, 
especially if the peak level 
of exercise has not been 
achieved by the patient or 
in female patients, so that  
false negative results are 
obtained.

If uncertainty still prevails 
about the above mentio-
ned tests, doctors will 
normally request a CT 
scan of the heart to rule 
out CAD in normal pa-
tients.  This test is howe-
ver interpreter-dependent 
and has limitations in pa-
tients with severe heart 
disease, calcifi ed arteries 
and artefacts, which can 
lead to controversial re-
ports and interpretations. 
Heavy exposure to X-rays 
is another limitation of 
this technique and thus 
CT angiography is reser-
ved for limited cases.

The golden standard for 
diagnosis in Mauritius is 
conventional angiography 
where the chances of mis-
sing the disease are limi-
ted but as it is an invasive 
and risky procedure, it is 
carried out only in cases 
of dilatation or operation 
of the arteries and not for 
diagnostic purposes.

Your doctor is the most 
qualifi ed person to advise 
you which tests to per-
form and he knows that a 
combination of the above 
tests lowers the chance of 
missing the signs of heart 
disease. But one should 
bear in mind, however, 
that no non-invasive test 
is 100% reliable.

Dear Mr. Abdoolah,
Many thanks for your re-

joinder and the thoughts you 
have shared. I fear, howe-
ver, that there might have 
been a misunderstanding 
or rather a selective reading 
of our articles. You may pe-
rhaps recall the number of 
articles condemning Israeli 
acts we have contributed to 
the debate and the number 
of pages we have devoted to 
the Palestinian question with 
guests we invited to contri-
bute like Cassam Uteem, 
Vijay Makhan and Kavi 
Pyneeandee. Needless to 
remind anyone that I have 
equally condemned the Voice 
of Hindu in the methadone 
episode, openly disagreed 
with the Pope on his stand on 
contraception and expressed 
a total lack of tolerance for 
the various Christian sects 
on proselytism. That does 
not mean I am attacking any 
religion or religious leader. 
What I am interested in is 
defending principles.

Concerning the inter-
view you have mentioned, 
both Shakeel Mohamed and 
I agreed that polygamy in 
Islam is allowed under some 
nearly impossible conditions 
which the prophet himself 

said cannot be met by any 
human being, a viewpoint 
shared by Cehl Meeah in an 
interview he gave us a couple 
of months ago.

As for the Sakineh case, 
Nad Sivaramen did not “sup-
posedly” write the article. He 
did write it. He is a journa-
list based in Washington and 
he comments on various is-
sues and events which have 
marked the week. Sakineh’s 
case did create an uproar 
internationally which was 
echoed in our local press. We 
could not deprive our rea-
ders of that information any 
more than we can deprive 
them of information about 
the situation of our brothers 
and sisters in Pakistan which 
Nad chose to write about this 
week. “We cannot change 
anything, so why bother?” 
you say. If the international 
community’s uproar about 
Abu Ghraib and Guanta-
namo, to which we are proud 
of having contributed in our 
own modest way, had not 
been voiced, nothing would 
have been done about them.

Concerning the “l’Express 
Yourself” pages, these are 
meant for our readers to voice 
their opinions and feelings. 
We cannot prevent, nor do 

we wish to, Amnesty or Lalit 
from expressing their outrage 
at the stoning of a woman to 
death in the presence of her 
son nor can we prevent a lady 
from asking the questions, le-
gitimate or not, which bother 
her about polygamy. 

I am pleased that 
l’Express Weekly is read by 
our compatriots and that 
those of Muslim faith are 
no exception. I hope all our 
readers, irrespective of their 
faith, have appreciated last 
week’s explanation of the 
spirit of fasting in Islam and 
that they will equally appre-
ciate the full dossier we have 
devoted to explaining it in 
this edition.  

I am heartened by your 
statement that “We, Mus-
lims, do not condone either 
polygamy - as a general rule 
- or any inhuman treatment 
meted out to either human 
beings or even animals”. That 
is the spirit of Islam as I un-
derstand it too. That is how I 
grew up understanding it and 
believing in it. 

Thanks again for sharing 
your views and for your sup-
port of l’Express Weekly.

Touria PRAYAG

Editor-in-Chief

Dear Madam,
I read the interview with 

Minister Shakeel Moha-
med which was published in 
l’Express Weekly of Friday 
August 6th. His answers to 
the questions you asked him 
were far from realistic or ob-
jective on the various topical 
issues raised. Still less ob-
jective, however, were some 
of the concluding questions 
asked, namely, those rela-
ting to the “Nikah” of Cehl 
Meeah, polygamy and the 
status of women in Islam. 
Nikah (marriage) is indeed a 
noble concept and, as such, 
has nothing to do with poly-
gamy. To my mind, it is ab-
solutely incorrect to associate 
Cehl Meeah with the concept 
of Nikah or even with the 
practice of Islam, unless the 
aim, coupled with the article 
supposedly written by Nad 
Sivaramen (The Internatio-
nal scene) was to discredit 
Islam as a religion. The two 
issues - the “Nikah” of Mr. 
Meeah and the “stoning” of 
the Iranian woman Sakineh 
- are isolated cases, one is 
a personal affair and the 
other an internal matter per-
taining to a sovereign state, 
the Republic of Iran which, 
it must be recalled, has no 

affinity whatsoever with our 
country and has its own ju-
dicial system and set of rules 
which neither the author of 
the article nor anybody else 
can afford to change. So 
why worry that much!
While we, Muslims, do not 
condone either polygamy - 
as a general rule - or any in-
human treatment meted out 
to either human beings or 
even animals, as firmly esta-
blished by our Holy Prophet, 
we cannot help condem-
ning the near bestial way of 
life led by men and women 
- whether within or outside 
wedlock - living in the so-
called civilized countries of 
the west and the other more 
barbaric punishments practi-
sed by those States or their 
appointed agents against ve-
ry innocent people. Do Abu 
Ghraib, Diego Garcia, Guan-
tanamo or the Isreali prisons 
remind you of anything? As 
a responsible editor, you 
should have ensured that 
the news or views published 
in your newspaper be not 
perceived as being biased 
against any community of 
this country. Publishing, as 
you did, on successive pages 
- 35 and 38/39 - two such 
controversial issues linked to 

one religion inevitably gives 
rise to suspicion, specially 
with regard to the comments 
made following the interview.
You may need to be remin-
ded that L’Express, or for 
that matter L’Express Weekly, 
is widely read by persons of 
the Muslim community who 
can as well as read between 
the lines as make the diffe-
rence between a news item, 
an article compiled by a lo-
cal journalist and one repro-
duced from those foreign 
media specialised in propa-
ganda material for the inter-
national war-mongers against 
Islamic countries- Afghanis-
tan is a case in point prior to 
the occupation of the country 
by foreign troops headed by 
the US. It would be interes-
ting to know whether the 
Sakineh affair is not just a 
prelude to the invasion of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran by 
those belligerent western 
countries and the killings of 
thousands of innocent civi-
lians, among whom chaste 
women and girls, by weapons 
a million times more lethal 
than a few stones of whate-
ver sizes. After all, who cares?
Yours faithfully

M.I.ABDOOLAH

Letter to the editorLetter to the editor]
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In this international best-
seller, Eric Schlosser takes the 
reader on a trip through history 
to fi nd out the origin of the cur-
rent American multinational fast 
food brands. “America’s fast 
food chains were not launched 
by large corporations relying 
upon focus groups and market 
research,” he says. “They were 
started by door-to-door sales-
men, short-order cooks, or-
phans and dropouts, by eternal 
optimists looking for a piece of 
the next big thing.”

From the beauti-
ful and serene moun-
tains of Colorado with its 
rocky outcroppings, we gra-

dually move to the new fast food 
nation, going through the du-
bious marketing techniques of 
the now big corporations. The 
marketing techniques started 
off by focusing on children in 
the 1980s, an era which came to 
be known as “the decade of the 
child consumer”. From using 
cute names which appeal to chil-
dren to using playgrounds and 
gift-toys, the fast food corpora-
tions have managed to appease 
the guilt of working parents who 
fi nd themselves spending less 
time with their children and are 
happy to have the opportunity 
to make it up to them through 
spending more money on them. 

As we start approaching the 
fast-food chains, we discover 
a more worrying reality: the 
employment of teenagers who 
are unskilled, untrained, badly 
paid and not allowed to unioni-
ze. Of the roughly fi fteen thou-
sand McDonalds in North 
America, none is represented 
by a “McUnion”. Not if they 
want to keep their “Mcjob”.  
Schlosser’s blazing portrayal 
of the alienation of millions of 
low-paid employees will not 
leave you insensitive. 

Schlosser takes you inside 
labs which re-create the smell 
and the fl avour of the foods 
you eat. As you learn disturbing 
facts like the difference between 

natural and artifi cial fl avour, 
which is basically non-existant 
as neither has anything to do 
with Mother Nature, you come 
to the sad conclusion that “the 
basic science behind the scent of 
your shaving cream is the same 
as that governing the fl avour of 
your T.V. dinner.”

This industry, which is 
described as being guided by 
a hard unsentimental view of 
the world reveals more and 
more secrets as you go along. 
“There were things that went 
into the sausage in compari-
son with which a poisoned rat 
was a tidbit,” Upton Sinclair 
was quoted as saying in his 
book “This is no Fairy Story 
and no Joke.” 

The Evening Standard 
describes this book as a “shoc-
king expose” which “could 
make a difference to the way 
you eat. For ever.” Well, the 
book is meticulously resear-
ched and powerfully argued 
and as the writer lifts the lid 
on everything the fast food 
chains serve you, you will at 
least never look at the food on 
your plate the same way again. 
The book offers a brilliant ac-
cess-all-areas dissection of 
the fast food chains and the 
McDonalisations of society. 

Touria PRAYAG

Kreol korner]

Sap dan karaye tom dan difé. This expression literally means you escape from the frying pan and fall into the fi re. It is used to describe a situation where you think you have 
opted for something better when in fact it is not the case. An example would be when you change from a job you did not like and later realize that the grass is not greener 
on the other side and that you are now even worse off.

T.P

Fast Food Nation
Light corner ]
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These are classified ads, 
which were actually placed in 

a U.K. newspaper: 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER.
8 years old. Hateful 

little bastard
Bites! 

FREE PUPPIES
1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky 

neighbour’s dog

COWS, CALVES: 
NEVER BRED

Also 1 gay bull for sale

JOINING NUDIST COLONY!
Must sell washer and dryer £100

WEDDING DRESS 
FOR SALE

Worn once by mistake
Call Stephanie

*** And the WINNER is... ***
FOR SALE BY OWNER

Complete set of Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 45 volumes.
Excellent condition... 

£200 or best offer.
No longer needed; 

got married last month.
Wife knows f#%*#%g everything!


