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Editorial ]

The minister of Finance’s declaration to the effect 
that he plans to spend Rs. 2m on a national “res-
ponsible gambling” programme to alleviate the 
pain and misery caused by the gambling scourge 

is commendable. Commendable not because there is hope 
that it will achieve much, but simply because we are mo-
ving away from the “couvrez ce sein que je ne saurais voir” 
attitude to sober rethinking and the realization that the 
gambling wildfi re is having devastating effects on the most 
vulnerable members of our community; those at the bottom 
of the social pyramid. Casinos are also money launderers’ 
dream as the regulations on gambling do not require tra-
ceability of funds. Here’s a good business idea for the drug 
barons. Not that they are waiting for me to give them one. 

The statistics tell a stunning story: Rs1,612 billion were collected 
in 2009 in the form of taxes and other fees from various betting and 
gambling activities. This fi gure has since increased by 26%! Gross up 
this sum and you will begin to take stock of the amount of money in-
volved: we are not talking, here, about the innocuous occasional bingo 
operated by charitable, religious and fraternal organizations. We are 
talking about big, big money! 

We do not wish to venture into the moral aspects of the issue but, 
for the record, gambling is an old evil which goes as far back as an-
cient Egypt. It is denounced in the Hindu code, the Koran and the 
Talmudic law and the Church is unalterably opposed to any form of 
it. The debate we wish to engage is about the social aspect of it and its 
cost in human misery: addicted citizens reduced to utter destitution 
and distress, domestic quarrels, violence, the breakdown of family 
peace, parents neglecting their children, robbing their own families 
and pawning whatever is left of their often meagre belongings in order 
to indulge in chasing illusory, speculative and aleatory pecuniary gains. 
Ask those women whose husbands gamble away the week’s groceries 
or the children’s school material how they feel. Ask them how those 
they have elected are protecting them. 

What is perhaps worse is that while other kinds of activities having 
such high familial and social costs would bring about legal punishment 
and public denunciation, gambling is viewed with singular tolerance. 
That’s due in part to our deep- seated adulation for, and infatuation 
with, money, no matter what its source is.

Of course, outlawing gambling would only drive it underground 
and while we are conscious that not everyone who indulges in specula-
tion is an irredeemable addict, bringing gambling to people’s doorstep 
is rather playing the devil with it. 

Apart from proximity, what helps gambling proliferate is undoub-
tedly advertising. The gambling industry is dogged by accusations of 
dirty tricks and dubious marketing techniques. Some of these adver-
tising techniques are used to drive up the youth gambling rate and 
are very similar to, at times even surpass, those used by the tobacco 
industry: both industries know that if you want to target teenagers, 
you must act as if you were aiming older. Listen to an advertisement 
like, “miner ek credi pa gagn drwa zwe” and show me one minor who 
would not be tempted! 

The gambling industry has reached a point where doing nothing 
is no longer an option. A good starting point for the minister of Fi-
nance’s “responsible gambling” programme might just be a ban on 
all advertising of the activity and a re- examination of the regulatory 
capacity of our institutions to allow them to deal with the possibility 
of abuse and money laundering.
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“My greatest fear is that 
Bunwaree becomes a victim 

of the Pillay syndrome”

Traffi c CongestionTraffi c Congestion

Which way to go?Which way to go?



“[…] Since China is North 
Korea’s main trading partner 
and main source of food aid and 
fuel, we could try to put some 
restrictions on exports to North 
Korea. Thank you. I now leave 
the fl oor to the chair”. No, this 
is not an excerpt from a UN 
Security Council meeting, but 
rather sets the tone for the kind 
of discussions taking place at the 
MGI auditorium in the morning 
of Friday, the 6th of August. 
Indeed, the 14th edition of the 
MUN (Model United Nations) 
conference took place at the 
institute from the 5th to the 7th 
August. The fi rst MUN confe-
rence was held in Mauritius on 
a pilot basis in 1993 and featu-
red students from 18 different 
schools. In 1994, other schools 
were invited to participate and 
ever since, the Ministry of Edu-
cation has been organizing the 
MUN conference yearly, apart 
from a gap from 2002 to 2005. 

The 2010 conference was 
an opportunity for 850 students 
from 109 secondary schools of 
the island (as well a school from 
Rodrigues) to put aside their 
uniforms and don smart suits to 
emulate the operation of a UN 
convention. Most were delegates 
who participated in debates and 
discussions. They were asked to 
do research on a country, act as 
diplomats, discuss important 
problems and develop solutions 
for them. Others worked as se-
cretaries, security offi cers and 
the press. In short, every facet of 
the organization was managed 
by students, who thus gained an 
in-depth understanding of its 
workings. The aim of the event 

was to educate the participants 
about current events taking 
place around the world, effec-
tual communication, civics and 
diplomatic relations.

It was almost impossible 
to recognize the college stu-
dents in their professional attire, 
knowledgeable about sensitive 
issues and international happe-
nings and protocols. Judy, Usha 
and Réza have similar stories: 
while they initially joined the 
MUN “for the experience” they 
would gain, it became much 
more than that. As time went 
by, they fell in love with the di-
plomatic world so that today, in-
ternational relations has become 
one of the many careers which 
some of them are thinking of 
embracing. The MUN, they all 
confi rm, has greatly contributed 
towards building their characters 
- self confi dence, diplomacy, 
communication skills and at 
times, even the art of manipula-

tion! They also highlighted the 
preparation needed to partici-
pate in the MUN conference: 
“Preparation for the MUN 
differs from person to person,” 
states one participant. “Some 
take ages to collect the facts, 
prepare questions and explore 
all sorts of possible answers. To 
me, the MUN does not require 
extensive preparation. Knowing 
your country well is obviously 
a must, but preparation of 
the questions is not. Most of 
the information I use during 
debating stems from logical 
reasoning and facts gathered 
randomly over time”.

At the end of the confe-
rence, the 16 best delegates 
and 40 best delegations were 
nominated. The best 5 of these 
will represent Mauritius in the 
MUN conference in Malaysia 
next year.  

Rachel LUCHMUN

Concert: 
Ali Campbell

Do not miss a great perfor-
mance by Ali Campbell, the 
former lead singer of the world-
renowned group UB40, on Sun-
day 12th September at 6pm at 
Swami Vivekananda Centre in 
Pailles. Ali Campbell is one of 
the founding members of reggae group UB40, which he left after 
28 years to launch his solo career. He will perform some of the 
new songs from his latest solo album, but will also delight fans 
with some of UB40’s best songs, including Kingston Town, Red 
Red Wine and Homely Girl. Tickets are available through Rezo 
Otayo at Rs.1000, Rs.1400, Rs.2800 and Rs.4000. Call 466 9999 
for reservations. 

Concert: Magma 4
The group Magma 4 will 
perform at Club Med La 
Plantation, in Albion at 
7.30pm on Saturday 
28th August. The group 
is made up of Patrick J, 
Lolo, Jean-Michel and 
Virgin, who have a career 
of over 10 years in music 
and have been performing 
in Dubai. Magma 4 will 
perform songs from their 

new album “Share”. The 
evening will also include sensational dancers and music by DJ 
Patrice d’Avrincourt, who will have you dancing until dawn. The 
proceeds from the concert will be donated to an association of 
disabled children in Dagotiere, which is supported by the Lions 
Club of Moka. Tickets cost Rs.1300, and include the cocktail and 
dinner. Call Rezo Otayo on 466 9999 for reservations. 

Zee Nite
Join in some glitz and glamour at Zee Nite, on Saturday 18th 

September at Swami Vivekananda Centre in Pailles. Zee Nite, 
organised by Zee Networks, will bring together a number of 
Indian television stars, including the fi nalists from the popular 
music contest “SAREGAMAPA” and the fi nalists of the famous 
dance contest “Dance India Dance”. The time 
of the event has yet to be confi rmed. Tickets 
will be available 
through Otayo 
from Rs.500. 
Call 466 9999 
for more in-
formation and 
reservations. 

Exhibition: Dodo Land
This unusual exhibition pays tribute to the dodo bird. Held at 

Pointe Canon, Mahebourg until the end of August, the event forms 
part of the Grandport 2010 commemorations. The exhibition is 
being organised by Art Initiatives Ltd, led by Nirveda Alleck and 

Nalini Treebhoobun, and brings together 
25 works of art by various local artists. 
You can see the dodo covered with 

peacock feathers, the dodo as a 
monument and a dodo as an 
army pilot. The works of art 

will also be taken to Caudan 
amongst other places, so 

that people can en-
joy the exhibition-a 
way of taking art to 

the people.
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MUN: Understanding 
International Issues 

Model United Nations Security Council in session at the MGI.

Representatives of 109 secon-
dary schools at the conference.



Anyone who visits Africa for 
the fi rst time is normally struck 
by this paradox: Africa is rich, but 
Africans are poor. This is mainly 
due to the mismanagement of na-
tural resources.

The on-going war crimes trial 
of ex-Liberian president, Charles 
Taylor, in The Hague, is a power-
ful example of how politics at the 
highest level of African govern-
ments, natural resources, money, 
war, showbiz and mass killings 
are intertwined. 

This week, American ac-
tress Mia Farrow told Taylor’s 
war crimes trial that she had 
heard British supermodel Naomi 
Campbell tell people she had re-
ceived a “huge diamond” from 
Charles Taylor. The supermodel 
was “quite excited” about the dia-
mond when she came to breakfast 
the morning after a 1997 charity 
dinner in South Africa, hosted by 
Nelson Mandela. Campbell testi-
fi ed, a few days earlier, that she had 
received “dirty-looking stones” 
from two men who told her it was 
a gift. Campbell’s version of events 
was not consistent with Farrow’s.

The Liberian president is ac-
cused of supplying weapons to re-
bels in neighboring Sierra Leone 
in return for diamonds. The pro-

secution alleges that the stones 
given to the British superstar, after 
some “fl irtatious conversation”, 
were part of the “blood diamond” 
trade. Taylor denies eleven charges 
related to the 1991-2002 Civil War 
in neighbouring Sierra Leone. The 
publicized testimony from Naomi 
Campbell has yet to establish that 
Mr. Taylor supplied a rebel group 
with weapons bought in Southern 
Africa in exchange for diamonds. 

Africa, in general and West 
Africa in particular, has prodi-
gious amounts of natural resources 
(gold, ores and gems). Unfortu-
nately, they have not been used to 

raise the quality of life of their in-
habitants. They have, instead, been 
suffused with blood spilt in pursuit 
of the mineral revenues while the 
region remains beset by poverty.

The idea of a “resource curse” 
for West Africa has its supporters. 
For many analysts, the child sol-
diers, sex slaves and severed limbs 
of the Sierra Leone’s war are the 
collateral damage of a scramble to 
control its diamond fi elds.

Sierra Leone is not alone in the 
region to suffer from war. Violence 
has plagued oil-rich Nigeria. Insta-
bility is also in Niger because of the 
incredible uranium stocks. Coups 

are often the only arguments left to 
steal the wealth from the people. 

 “It’s a general pattern in al-
most all West African countries,” 
says David Zounmenou, a West 
Africa expert at the Institute for 
Security Studies, cited by the Fi-
nancial Times. “The economy 
is structured in such a way that 
the political elite will do anything 
to capture the state and control 
the resources.”

Other analysts argue also that 
the economies of West African 
countries have remained the same 
since independence.  A small elite 
composed of vying factions, a 
negligible middle class and a vast 
majority in the sprawling infor-
mal sector, farming, hawking or 
just somehow getting by. In these 
countries, minerals or oil account 
for 80 per cent or more of govern-
ment income and an even bigger 
share of hard currency earnings. 
For the disenchanted sections of 
the elite or the military, the prize 
can be irresistible. 

A recent report by the Afri-
can Development Bank and the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development no-
ted, “Obtaining natural resource 
rents distracts governments from 
more politically demanding forms 

of taxation.”
Generally, evidence indicates 

that the low share of income taxes 
in government revenue under-
mines the basic contract between 
the rulers and the ruled. Since they 
do not rely on the population for 
funding, governments feel scant 
obligation to provide basic ser-
vices. Instead, governments are 
more bound to the handful of 
foreign mining or oil companies 
that fi ll the coffers – often under 
non-transparent contracts, thus 
allowing corruption to thrive.

To gain from West Africa’s 
wealth, politicians use weapons, 
the media and foreign suppor-
ters. Charles Taylor’s army bur-
ned - and raped - its way across 
Liberia during a brutal Civil War, 
then funded the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) rebels in 
Sierra Leone in a campaign of 
terror against civilians, seeking to 
control Liberia’s neighbour’s dia-
mond mines and destabilise the 
region with weapons in exchange 
for diamonds. Mr. Taylor is the fi rst 
African leader to be tried be-
fore an international tribunal. 
The case against Sudan’s Al-
Bashir is still pending, mostly 
because of a lack of internatio-
nal consensus...

Silence is golden]

  “I will never apologize. 
It is Gaston Valayden 

who should,”
Mukeshwar Choonee on 

the “Madogs of Diego” issue 
of the author Gaston Valayden, 

who has not been able to 
participate in the San Fran-

cisco Fringe Festival.”

Well said ]

“Mauritians do not know 
how to drive,” the Prime mi-
nister in answer to Mohamud 
Raffi ck Sorefan on the number 
of drivers fi ned for speeding.
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By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

Diamonds and Blood: 
Africa’s curse?

Mia Farrow and Naomi Campbell testifi ed at the war crimes tribunal.

Jean-Luc EMILE

Our Muslim compatriots started the Ramadan fast yesterday. Ramadan, the ninth month of the Muslim calendar, is the month 
of fasting, one of the fi ve fundamental pillars of Islam. The fast applies to all healthy Muslim adults; sick people, travelers and 
pregnant women are exempt, but will have to replace the days they have missed later on. During the fast, Muslims must abs-
tain from eating, drinking and sexual relations from sunrise to sunset. In addition, they are to be more cautious than usual of 
their actions, and abstain from immoral deeds such as swearing, gossiping and general mischief. Ramadan is also a month of 
prayer, piety and social engagement. 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK



When the words “ministry 
of Health” or “hospital” 
appear in the local press, 
readers are sure that they 

will fi nd in the lines which follow things 
like   “crisis”, “mismanagement”, “medi-
cal negligence”, “squandering of public 
funds”, “permanent break-down of high-
tech equipment”, “ acute shortage of vital 
prescription drugs” or one of the thou-
sand and one scandals our public hospi-
tals are prone to. 

These days, the ministry of Health 
has been boasting about the number of 
Mauritians sent abroad for surgery. This 
outsourcing of surgery is, in fact part, of 
a serious health mismanagement situation 
for a country seeking to be a medical hub 
in the region.

The health sector – the cardiac centre 
of Pamplemousses being perhaps the only 
exception – has not followed the econo-
mic miracle experienced by the country 
since the 80s. The quality of public health 
services is not always adequate and some 
of the doctors are poorly trained, inexpe-
rienced and work in conditions which allow 
them little time to allocate to each of the 
hundreds of out-patients they see daily. 

A terrible fl aw in the island’s quest 
to attract billionaires of the world to buy 
property in its Integrated Resort Scheme, 
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The ministry 
of Health congratu-
lates itself on 
sending more and 
more Mauritians 
for surgery abroad. 
While this is 
positive for the 
patients involved, it 
reveals a serious lack 
in the provision of 
health care, 
especially in the 
neurosurgery sector.

Health sector in crisis
The outsourcing 
of surgery

Down to basics -
 taking a patient’s 

blood pressure.
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The Society in Aid to Children Ino-
perable in Mauritius (SACIM) was 
set up mainly to send children with 
congenital heart problems for surgery 
abroad. Adults who could not afford to 
go abroad were left to fend for them-
selves and most cardiac patients were 
only put on medication. Heart surge-
ry was unheard of. SACIM was in its 
hey day at that time and was sending 
around 10 children abroad for opera-
tions yearly. 
But today, the country has a very 
modern and effi cient cardiac centre, 

run by the Trust Fund for Speciali-
sed Medical Care in Pamplemousses. 
Its surgeons have even interve-
ned with success on the hearts of 
new-born babies.
Three years ago, it was thought that 
SACIM had outlived its time and 
should be closed. This has not happe-
ned as bad times are back for children, 
mostly those needing neurosurgery. 
Around 10 will be sent abroad this 
year. Moreover, SACIM is also helping 
adults to find less costly hospitals for 
surgical operations abroad.

“Some operations may cost around Rs 
3 or Rs 4 million in Australia or South 
Africa. With our contacts in India, we 
can have these operations done for Rs 
400 000 in international class hospitals 
which mainly operate on foreigners in 
the course of their medical tourism 
policy,” says Dr Amrit Rajkoomar.
In fact, government, after inquiry, 
will only give Rs 200 000 and the pa-
tients’ relatives have then to seek 
permission from the commissio-
ner of police to raise funds from the 
Mauritian public. 

this inadequate situation is also conside-
red, by some medical staff  as a shame 
for a country whose Prime minister 
is a doctor who started his career in 
public hospitals.

“Anyone, from the billionaire to 
the pauper can fi nd themselves with 
a severe head injury or brain damage 
through a stroke. These conditions are 
lethal without prompt neurosurgery. 
Yet, more than 20 years after the in-
ception of a project for a neurosur-
gery unit with a dedicated staff and 
Intensive Care Unit, we are still fi -
ghting to get one and no private clinic 
is really equipped for neurosurgery,” 
say neurologists at the Victoria Hos-
pital according to whom Mauritius is 
squandering money by outsourcing 
neurosurgical operations abroad.

“We brought in a neurosurgeon 
of international reputation, professor 
Bhashkr of India, to operate on one 
of our patients. The operation went 
well, but complications followed. He 
did a second case and complications 
followed again. Then the professor 
realised that our post-operation staff, 
meaning the ICU and its staff were 
neither well equipped nor well trained 
to handle these patients. So he stopped 
everything,” says Dr Amrit Rajkoomar 

who is presently doing his utmost to 
send at least fi ve children this year for 
spinal neurosurgery in India.

The long waiting lists are also a pro-
blem, “When a child, usually a girl, is 
struck with scoliosis, a condition where 
the spinal cord starts to become de-
formed to the extent that the patient’s 
body starts bending towards the right 
or the left, in Mauritian hospitals, they 
only give the patient another appoint-
ment in 4 months, and then at four 
month intervals. When pain comes on, 
they prescribe pain killers. But scolio-
sis needs early surgery and often, when 
the patients come to us, it is too late 
for surgery. This year, we are sending 
fi ve young girls to be operated on for 
scoliosis in Bangalore. Each operation 
will cost around Rs 450 000 and go-
vernment will only give Rs 200 000. 
We will provide the rest,” says Dr 
Amrit Rajkoomar of the NGO So-
ciety in Aid to Children Inoperable in 
Mauritius (SACIM).

Rs 200 000 per operation out of 
good taxpayers’ money for dozens and 
dozens of patients while these operations 
could be carried out in Mauritius if the 
ministry of Health gives serious thought 
to creating a dedicated neurosurgery unit 
and a dedicated ICU for neurosurgery.

“It is scandalous to note that a neu-
rosurgery department was to be housed 
on the third fl oor of the new building 
housing the emergency department of 
Victoria Hospital. This third fl oor has 
been lying idle for more than three years 
since its construction and is leaking eve-
rywhere. We still do not have a dedica-
ted ICU for neurosurgery or qualifi ed 
nurses,” says a neurosurgeon of the 
SSRN hospital who has asked for his 
name not to be published.  According 
to him, Mauritius cannot even carry out 
a cerebral angiography whilst it has one 
of the highest rates of diabetics and high 
blood pressure patients. “These patients 
are prone to strokes and ruptured aneu-
rysms with massive brain bleeding and 
cerebral angiography is important as 
well as the coiling of ruptured brain ar-
teries,” says another surgeon.

There are also allegations that 
children being sent to be operated on 
abroad may be a lucrative business for 
some members of staff and doctors 
in the ministry. To what extent this is 
true, only a serious enquiry by the 
ministry will be able to tell. Will they 
conduct one?! 

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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No private clinic 
is really 

equipped for 
neurosurgery.

Seeking aid from SACIM

X-rays and scans are 
essential tools for 

diagnosis.

A well-equipped 
operating theatre.



■ You have been quite vociferous 
concerning the Dubreuil squatters. 
You condemn the actions of the go-
vernment. Aren’t you, in a way, en-
couraging illegality, opportunism and 
lawlessness?

What has been our stand is that people 
do not opt to become squatters for the mere 
pleasure of squatting. Fair enough, govern-
ment states that the majority of squatters 
were allegedly not genuine in their claims.

■ When you say “allegedly”, you 
mean you don’t agree that they are not 
genuine?

No, that’s what the government says. 
What I’m saying is, even if it is correct that 
out of 99 shacks that were pulled down, on-
ly 23 to 24 families were genuine hardship 
cases that deserve help from the authorities, 
they cannot be meted out such inhumane 
treatment.

■ What should the government 
have done? Given them the land for 
free while waiting for other squatters 
to claim more land?

No, but they should have conducted a 
full investigation. They should have done 
what they are doing now-assessing the ge-
nuineness of the squatters’ claims- prior to 
pulling down those so-called “illegal struc-
tures”. 

■ Why do you say so-called “illegal 
structures” ? Aren’t they illegal?

They could be. My point is that they 
should have identifi ed the genuine hardship 
cases beforehand, pulled down the other 
structures, if that is the term, tried to fi nd 
a solution, as they are now doing, for those 
genuine hardship cases, and then rehoused 
them. The tragedy is that, in this country, 
there is a huge unmet demand for social 
housing on the part of low-income families. 
And what must be understood is that over 
the last fi ve years, no new housing project 
has been initiated for the very poor, save 

the completion of what we started between 
2000 and 2005. 

■ But aren’t most of these squat-
ters trying their luck?

Possibly. In the last 5 years, they’ve wit-
nessed state land being given out left right 
and centre to political cronies, political ac-
tivists, with no justifi cation whatsoever, and 
they’ve decided to try their luck.

■ And to other squatters?
Absolutely. To squatters, to political 

agents etc.  I’ve asked the question in parlia-
ment - What state land has been leased out 
in Dubreuil, for what purpose, and to what 
extent? There is no transparency. Nobody 
knows what goes on. The squatters deemed 
to be non-genuine merely decided to try 
their luck- that is understandable. I’m not 
going to justify that or defend them. But I 
can understand what they were trying to do. 
My concern today is the genuine cases, the 
24 families...

■ But even those 24 families, I 
know they are in extreme hardship 
and I fully sympathise but does any-
body know where they are in the lad-
der of priority?

That’s a very good question, but if I 
can just say: 24 families were thrown out 
on to the streets, with no prior investiga-
tion whatsoever. Those families should 
have been allowed to stay in their miserable 
shacks while the authorities sorted out their 
problems. Don’t throw them out on to the 
streets, then a week later say, “Oh yes, those 
are genuine cases” and send them to a for-
mer factory where they are in one single 
hall - men, women, children, the  elderly, six 
toilets, no showers, no bathroom facilities. 
The situation is inhuman. It is immoral. It 
is intolerable that in 2010 in Mauritius we 
should be accepting such a situation. 

■ Yes, everyone agrees that the si-
tuation is intolerable. But the fact re-
mains that there are so many projects 
that are halted because of squatters. 
Warnings were not heeded because 
squatters have been getting away with 
it. Don’t you think that, at some point, 
people have to realise that there are 
laws in this country and that they’re 
enforced?

What I’m saying is that this govern-
ment should realise that this is a small island 
and that land is limited. There is enormous 
pressure, a very high demand for low-cost 
houses and everybody deserves a roof over 
their head. Part of the anti-poverty strategy 
is to have a policy, clearly stated, discussed, 
debated democratically and then you go 
along and implement that policy. This 
is what we tried to do between 2000 and 
2005, in two ways: fi ringa type houses, very 
basic, and “site and services” plots, where 
we provided the site and the basic ameni-
ties and then allowed the people to put up 
whatever they could. And, over fi ve years, 
we managed to resettle close to 2000 fami-
lies of squatters, including some 300 in the 
Dubreuil area.  

■ What if people don’t want to 
work? 

You can make your state sup-
port conditional, but in the present 
case, there has been no investigation. 
Some of these people come to me, 
as a member of parliament, and they 
say, “We beg you, sir, fi nd us a job. We 
want to work”.

■ There are 20,000 vacancies in the 
private sector according to the minis-
ter of Labour...

So he says. But where are these jobs? 
Has there been an offer made to these 
people? The state says it is going to pro-
vide some assistance - why isn’t it making it 
conditional? There must be a housing policy 
worthy of the name and right now there is 
no policy at all to ensure that everybody is 
entitled to a roof over their head. 

■ There should be a policy to make 
certain illegal practices legal? Or to 
put up with illegality?

Not at all. There should be a policy to 
fi ght poverty. A policy to ensure that basic 
human rights are adhered to. Housing is 
a basic human right. There has been no 
housing policy in this country over the last 
5 years. Alongside, you need to act against 
people behaving illegally, but then you have 
to act with a heart. If you have 100 illegal 
structures, for God’s sake, investigate! Weed 
out the genuine from the non genuine. In 
the case of the genuine, work with the 
people to make sure that they are provided 
with training, shown the opportunities and 
given a chance to, as you say, help them-
selves. You don’t just throw people out in the 
streets.

■ Particularly if they are going to 
bring in votes...

I must tell you that the Dubreuil squat-
ters are not, in the majority, MMM suppor-
ters. 

■ Isn’t it to the government’s credit 
then that it upheld the law even when it 
came to their own supporters?

It was inhuman to act in that manner, 
whoever these squatters support. The go-
vernment did not do so prior to the elec-
tions. In fact, the number of squatters shot 
up prior to the elections.

■ As it always does! You will re-
call that just before the 2000 elections, 
some people actually broke into the 
NHDC houses.

Absolutely, and the government chose 
not to act.

■ YOUR government…
Yes. No government would act a few 

days before elections but that is a different 
situation. In the case of the Dubreuil squat-
ters, some of them have been there a good 
many years and nothing was done about it. 
An investigation should have been started 
there and then. That is what the police are 
there for. That is what the ministry of land 
and housing is there for: to keep a watch out 
as to what happens on state land and act ex-
peditiously but in a humane manner.

■ We’ll move to another topic, 
education, which is somewhat less 
controversial.

I wonder…!

■ A range of reforms are 
underway- what do you make of them?

I beg your pardon? I don’t see any re-
forms. There are vague murmurings about 
a few policy initiatives. But a reform is so-
mething which encompasses at least a whole 
sub-sector of education. I don’t know if you 
want me to go through an analysis of the last 
5 years, but from 2005 to 2009, the regime 
in power was obsessed with undoing what 
had been achieved – with the exception of 
the schools which had already been built 
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 His calm demeanour im-
mediately puts you at ease 

and, in  unaccented English, 
which rings of a polished 

bourgeois upbringing and 
a pukka English education, 

Steven Obeegadoo, MP and 
former minister of Educa-
tion, answers our questions 
about the Dubreuil squat-
ters’ situation which he has 
been criticising vehemently 

and the educational re-
forms, which he qualifi es as 
“vague murmurings about 

a policy”. Read on...

Steven Obeegadoo
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and could not be pulled down. And then 
came the new minister, for whom I have a 
great deal of sympathy, who said that the cur-
rent system is inhuman, if I recall his words 
properly. A strategy document was produced 
in 2009, which seemed to indicate that we 
would be moving in a progressive direction 
in terms of our educational system – but then 
nothing happened.

■ The minister is now working on a 
pilot project, which in education I think 
is a good thing. 

Yes, but seriously, are we to understand 
that government needs fi ve years to start 
thinking about a pilot project? That is not 
what you call progress.

■ Trying to implement 9-year 
schooling in our conservative society 
is a major step.

Would you be aware that 9-year schoo-
ling was fi rst mentioned in the master plan 
produced in 1985, at the time of minister 
Parsooramen? That is 25 years ago.

■ Better late than never.
(Laughs)The economic and social 

progress in this country is due to the mas-
sive effort of broadening access to primary 
education that happened in the late 50s and 
60s. After that, the state did not carry on and 
there was no signifi cant investment in the 
provision of secondary education. That was 
left to the private sector. So schools mushroo-
med here and there and, in 1977, the govern-
ment decided to make schooling free and 
attempted to regulate, with a certain degree 
of success, the private secondary schools. 

■ But you and I know that our scho-
ol system produces a work force which 
is not as skilled as that of the countries 
we are competing with. The ones with a 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) com-
parable to ours.

That is because throughout the 1990s, 
very little progress was made; the govern-
ment did not adequately invest in education. 
Now, my greatest source of  satisfaction is 
that from 2001 to 2005, successive minis-
ters of fi nance decided to put their money 
where their mouth was and invest in educa-
tion massively. By 2005, we were investing 
something like 4.5% of our GDP in educa-
tion, which allowed us to generalize access to 
lower secondary education. And the statistics 
are now telling: we are in the top league in 
Africa in terms of lower secondary education 
coverage.

■ I agree but as far as upper secon-
dary education is concerned, we pale 
in comparison to countries like Tunisia 
and South Africa, for example. What 
are the elements needed to right that?

Access, quality and equity.

■ Which one of these is missing?
All three.

■ What, you mean even access to 
basic education? Aren’t we in line with 
the United Nations Millennium Deve-
lopment Goals? 

No. We still have 5000 children of prima-
ry school age that are out of school! Mauri-
tius is now considered by UNESCO as one 
of those countries at risk of not meeting the 
goal of universal primary  education.

■ But why are so many of these 
children out of school?

Good question. It is not for you or me to 

answer but for the state to investigate. When 
we made education compulsory up to age 
16, we made sure there were enough schools 
to accommodate all the children. Unfortuna-
tely, nothing was done after that. There is no 
mechanism in place to ensure that there will 
be a social enquiry when a child is absent or 
drops out from school.

■ But these 5000 children just came 
up overnight? They did not exist be-
fore?

They have always existed and that is a 
very interesting question. The Gross En-
rolment Rate (GER) in primary education 
according to the UNESCO institute of statis-
tics shows that in 1999, we had 100% GER. 
Today we have 95%.

■ What happened in between, when 
you were minister of education? 

I will answer this but let me just fi nish my 
point. Right now, in terms of universal pri-
mary education, we’re at risk of not attaining 
the UN universal primary education goal.  
As for  secondary education, compare our-
selves to Tunisia, Lebanon and South Africa 
or the Seychelles and we are far behind. How 
many children that do not pass the CPE en-
roll and stay in the pre-vocational stream? 

■ Yes, the pre-vocational was an ex-
cellent initiative!

I’m sorry, the pre-vocational was not 
an excellent initiative. It was an ambitious 
initiative.

■ Yes, but you did not have the 
means to bring your ambition to frui-
tion, did you? The children were stac-
ked in schools where they wore the 
same uniform as the mainstream chil-
dren, which was highly commendable, 
but they had no suitable curriculum. 

They absolutely did have a curriculum. 
They had educators. But the programme 
was far from excellent. It had to be reviewed 
and constantly improved, continually as-
sessed and re-assessed. That is what educa-
tion is about. Instead, it stopped in 2005! 

■ I’d like, if I may, to go back to the 
reforms. Why do you think we have not 
made any progress?

Because there are conservative forces 
that prevent progress, that have always bloc-
ked progress. Somebody for whom I have a 
lot of respect, Kadress Pillay, had come up 
with a very ambitious – some say too ambi-
tious – forward-looking programme. What 
happened? He was not even offered an 
electoral ticket as a result. Now Mr. Bunwa-
ree’s main battle cry before the elections was 
private tuition. When I looked at the Labour 
party electoral manifesto and the presiden-
tial address, there was not a word about it. 
Bunwaree will not be able to confront the 
powerful lobby in favour of private tuition. 

■ Neither could you when you were 
minister of Education…

My approach was to say “Let’s not deal 
with a symptom; let’s go for the root of the 
evil,” which is the high stake examinations at 
the end of the primary cycle.

■ But that is exactly what Bunwa-
ree is saying. He is saying we move to 
9-year schooling, and after 9 years we 
talk about selection. Don’t you think 
this will diminish the pressure of pri-
vate tuition?

Obviously! 

■ So why don’t you approve of what 
he is doing?

Right now, he is not doing anything I 
could approve of. He’s talking and we are 
moving one step forward and two steps back. 

■ Because the lobbies are very 
powerful?

Yes, the privileged classes are powerful. 
Let me go back to the pre-vocational stream. 
Have you heard anything about the pre-vo-
cational students over the past fi ve years? No! 
Because their families consist of the poorest 
people, the  uneducated and voiceless!

■ Now this is an honest question. 
Are there any statistics that show that 
some of the pre-vocational pupils have 
been successful?

Very good question. Have you seen one 
article in the press about that? Who cares? 
Those are the socially excluded sections of 
the population.

■ I’m sorry But we did write se-
veral articles in praise of the pre-voc 
and we did write about how the coha-
bitation between the pre-voc and the 
main stream pupils was benefi cial to 
all children. 

I know, and I read and appreciated all 
your articles but you were the only one. Can I 
ask you for one article in the Mauritian press 
written by another journalist? 

■ Are there any success stories in 
the ZEP schools which we should have 

written about. Just give me one fi gure!
Yes. I will give you one fi gure: school 

attendance shot up. Do you know why? 
Not because the minister was a great mi-
nister. Not necessarily because the po-
licy  was fantastic. Simply because we were 
providing food.

  
■ But many children went to school 

to eat and leave. I honestly did not see 
any evidence of much learning taking 
place.

There was enormous enthusiasm. For a 
school to succeed, you must pull down the 
walls between community and school and 
reach out to parents who themselves have 
not had a positive experience of schooling or 
are almost antagonistic to schools and bring 
them in, talk to them and make them own 
their child’s educational endeavours. 

■ But did that actually work?
Let me take another example – teachers. 

We provided special allowances for teachers 
to go and work in the ZEP schools, so tea-
chers could earn more by staying in the ZEP.

■ By giving them what, Rs 2000?
It started at 2000.

■ That was not exactly an incen-
tive; they could make so much more 
giving private tuition.

This was going to be constantly re-
viewed, and it attracted a number of good 
teachers, who otherwise would have op-
ted out. We had Head Teachers and  Su-
pervisors that were dedicated, who were 
as much social workers as educators. But 
that is all unfortunately a thing of  the past.

■ What is the way forward, as we 
stand?

The way forward is to put party poli-
tics aside and to make sure Mr. Bunwaree 
has the required support which Mr. Pillay 
did not have. And I stated long before 
the elections, my greatest fear is that Mr. 
Bunwaree becomes a victim of the Pillay 
syndrome. If he has support from within 
his government, he needs to forge ahead 
with fundamental educational reforms 
and commit to provide universal basic 
education, ensure that all children are in 
school up to age 16, and to do away with 
the CPE rat race. There is no magical so-
lution. You’ve got to scrap the A+ and you 
can’t have the four or fi ve star schools, ad-
mission to which becomes the objective of 
all parents. The more children have access 
to good quality, basic primary education, 
the broader the base of the educational py-
ramid, the higher may it rise. Do you know 
that our participation rate in higher educa-
tion is only 15%? We are below the average 
for developing countries, which is 18%!

■ So you agree with minister 
Jeetah’s plans of having one graduate 
per family?

I agree with all the talk and all the plans. 
But let’s stop just talking! Let us act!

■ To you so far it’s been just talk?
So far it’s been talk and “effets d’an-

nonce” as the French say. Pilot projects, yes, 
by all means, but stop talking about it. The 
time for action is now and fundamental re-
forms in education are long overdue.

Interview by

Touria PRAYAG
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RS.10 to Rs.15 billion rupees 
could be the price to pay to solve 
the worsening problem of traffi c 
congestion, according to the go-
vernment. The once forgotten 
Light Rail Transit system (LRT) 
was recently revived in Parlia-
ment, as the government says it is 
now willing to reconsider the pro-
ject. A surprising change of heart, 
since in December last year, the 
Minister of Public Infrastructure, 
Anil Bachoo had said the govern-
ment was giving up on the project 
in favour of the Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) system. The reasons: the 
LRT would be three times more 
expensive and would need 15,000 
passengers per hour per direction 
to be a viable project. It is unlikely 
that any decision will be made un-
til the end of the year, but the go-
vernment says it wants to review 
all options. 

The quest for an Alternative 
Mode of Transport (AMT) is far 
from new. In 2001, consultants 
Halcrow Fox prepared an Integra-
ted Transport Strategy, highlighting 
existing defi ciencies, including the 
growing number of cars, the lack of 
parking space and the weaknesses 
of a bus industry which people 
hardly prefer to their private cars. 
Their solution: the construction of 
an AMT between Curepipe and 
Port Louis, covering a distance 
of about 25km and following the 
route of the former railway track. 
A second option was a guided 
busway exclusively for conventio-
nal buses, although this was not 
their preferred method. 

Assuming that the scales fi -
nally tip in favour of one of these 
systems, what would await the 

average person rushing to get to 
work in the morning? The LRT as 
it operates in other countries runs 
on electricity. This system has lower 
capacity and lower speed than 
heavy rail systems, such as the fa-
mous Underground in London. It 
requires the installation of light rails, 
on which the vehicle travels. Poora-
nen Sungeelee, engineer and trans-
port consultant, explains that the 
LRT was introduced in a number 
of countries in Europe, especially 
France, to replace the tramway, as 
there was concern over the profi -
tability of the existing system. The 
vehicle, known as VAL (véhicule 
automatique léger), has low-fl oors 
and does not require any driver. 

He is, however, dubious about 
the viability of such a project in 
Mauritius. “Such a system can ei-
ther be built at grade (on ground 
level), underground or on fl yovers. 
The elevated system would cost 
three to seven times more than the 
one at grade and the underground 
up to fi fteen to sixty times more. 
The installation time alone would 
require a minimum of 6.8 years.” 
He also argues that the LRT does 
not run as fast as one might think. 
“The possibility of an Express 
LRT is quasi-nil as there cannot 
be any overtaking. The LRT sys-
tem in Hong Kong only runs at 26 
km/h, while the one in Tunisia runs 
at about 19 km/h,” he says. One of 
the arguments put forward so far in 
favour of the LRT, is that it is per-
ceived as being eco-friendly. Yet, the 
additional production of electricity 
needs to be considered. “We may 
actually end up with higher energy 
costs,” says Pooranen Sungeelee. 

He believes that the BRT sys-

tem or busway, would, on the other 
hand work better. The busway in 
Mauritius would follow the same 
route as that intended for the 
LRT, providing a motorway ex-
clusively for buses and facilitating 
the fl ow of traffi c on other streets. 
“The busway comes at a much 
lower cost and can incorporate 
several types of buses, including 
the conventional ones and the air-
conditioned buses we have now,” 
says Pooranen Sungeelee. “There 
are also higher density buses with 
fares lower than the ones prevai-
ling. With the LRT, passengers 
will be crowded up to 8 per square 
metre at peak hours with single trip 
tickets at Rs. 150.”

Facing issues which 
come with change

The government’s renewed in-
terest in the LRT system has also 
sparked the concern and outrage 
of trade unions within the bus in-
dustry. The implementation of an 
AMT could cause the loss of 1,600 
jobs, they claim. Alain Kistnen, 
President of the Union of Bus 
Industry Workers says, “No trade 
union is against the government’s 
plans to modernise the country, 
but we need to be clear about what 
is really going to happen. This is a 
national subject, which requires all 
stakeholders to be consulted. We 
need to look at the public interest 
but the interests of the workers 
must also be considered.”

But how much will a ticket 
cost you on the LRT system? 
Alain Kistnen is concerned that 
the cost of fares will become a ma-

jor problem for consumers. “To-
day, a family with two children, 
travelling by bus already needs to 
consider transport costs of at least 
Rs.200 for four people. What will 
these families have to pay with 
the LRT?” Pooranen Sungeelee 
explains that the cost of tickets in 
certain countries soon became a 
major problem. “The government 
became concerned that municipa-
lities required massive amounts of 
money for the installation of the 
system and to subsidise the cost 
of tickets. In Nantes, France, for 
example, the LRT project was 
dropped for the less expensive 
BRT, which is just as good or 
even better.”

Alain Kistnen believes that it is 
worth investing in the existing bus 
system, a solution that benefi ts the 
public and allows the bus industry 
workers to keep their jobs. “We 
need a total reorganisation of the 
bus system. The current system 
has a lot of weaknesses. In many 
places throughout the country, you 
cannot even get a bus after 7pm.
The reorganisation of the bus sys-
tem needs to include investments 
in a new fl eet, with comfortable 
buses to meet the passengers’ 
needs. The buses need to have 
low fl oors, motors with low noise, 
a proper headrest and a radio, so 
passengers can feel that they are 
getting value for money.”

And so the debate on our 
traffi c ordeal is on again. It may 
nevertheless be a while before 
the country has to actually face 
the issues that come with any 
kind of change. The LRT dos-
sier has been on and off the table 
so many times that the solution 

can hardly be around the corner. 
Meanwhile, we continue to wait in 
traffi c…for the light at the end of a 
darkening tunnel. 

Melissa Louis
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We all dream of waking up to a world without traffi c 
congestion. Public transport, as we know it, may change 
dramatically in the coming years, but right now, the 
question remains: must we one day learn to live with an 
Alternative Mode of Transport?

Traffi c Congestion

Which way to go?Which way to go

Port Louis: the commuter’s 
daily trial.

The Bus Rapid Transit system in Colombia, South America.                                             The Light Rail Transit system in Seattle, USA.
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Live and 
learn

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

Transport systems around the world
Tunisia is the only country in the African 
continent with an urban mass transit system. 
Its first LRT has been operational since 1985, 
linking the capital Tunis to the suburban re-
gions. Developed mainly as part of a program 
to end road congestion, the 82 km long rail 
line is managed by a parastatal transport au-
thority. Also known as the “Métro Léger”, the 
system is electrically powered by overhead 
wires. It runs primarily above ground, 
and only goes underground at some key
 intersections. 
In Japan, though the introduction of the Light 
Rail Transit (LRT) aimed at reducing the le-
vel of environmental pollution, it was also 
indispensable to reduce traffic congestion. 
However, the LRT there is operated with a 
Park-and-Ride system (P&R). Consequent-
ly people use their cars to travel from their 
home to a station and from there, to their 
workplace or school through the rail transit.

To address the problem of traffic congestion, 
developing countries in particular have re-
sorted to the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) sys-
tem, which is less costly, compared to the 
LRT. The system was first developed in Bra-
zil in the 1970s. It has been implemented in 
several countries including China, where it is 
found in more than 20 cities. It is believed to 
have helped in reducing traffic and pollution. 
Since then, several countries have adopted 
the BRT, including South Africa for the FIFA 
World Cup 2010. Referred to as the “Gau-
train System”, it was inaugurated on June 
8th, 2010. The BRT system was desig ned  
to facilitate transportation of supporters to 
the stadiums, to enhance the country’s na-
tional image and to promote the use of low 
cost public transport prior to the 2010 soccer 
spectacle. 

N.F.

Which way to go?o?
 A few days ago, I went for my usual weekly 

walk at Montagne des Signaux (you know, trying 
to be fit and all) and on my way back to the car 
park, I saw a man standing by my car. “Oops,” 
I said to my friend (one can’t do those dreadful 
walks alone- at least gossiping while exercising 
makes the whole exercise somewhat less painful), 
“why is this man standing by my car, seemingly 
waiting?”

He was waiting all right. Waiting for the silly 
driver of the car he was standing next to, who had 
conscientiously locked her doors but had some-
how forgotten to roll up her car windows! They 
were consequentially wide open and gave full ac-
cess to anyone with a mind to helping themselves 
to all the goodies in the car.

My mobile phone was well in view in the 
car door, I had two bags sitting wide open on 
the passenger seat and one of them held all my 
stuff- money, credit and debit cards, ID card and 
whatever else can be found in a woman’s handbag 
(a rich assortment of silly and important things). 

The man was on his way to start exercising 
when his attention was drawn by the sound of 
a mobile phone ringing. (I think that’s what he 
said; I was so nervous by then that my usually 
good hearing failed me).  He looked and realized 
that some fruitcake had simply forgotten to roll 
up their car windows so he decided to postpone 
his walk and to wait by the car for the driver to 
come back.

I forget exactly how long he said he’d been 
waiting, as I forget the exact way he came across 
the open-invitation-to-thieves on four wheels. I 
think he said he had arrived between five and half 
five. I came back at six thirty. 

He simply explained why he had decided to 
wait- “I thought the driver would come down and 
get an unpleasant surprise. So I decided to guard 
the car,” he said matter-of-factly, as if people did 
that sort of thing all the time. 

For one of the few times in my life, I was prac-
tically speechless. Not just out of relief for not ha-
ving lost my stuff but overwhelmed by the sheer 
generosity, kindness, honesty and goodness of this 
stranger. 

I don’t think I managed to convey this feeling 
to the gentleman. It was hard as he was acting 
like standing in front of a stranger’s car for over 
an hour to prevent something bad from happe-
ning was the most natural thing in the world. 

The thing is- it probably was. To this man, at 
any rate. I won’t name him, as I don’t want to 
embarrass him but I ask you- how many people 
do you know would do that?

Would you? If I were to be completely honest, 
I’m not even sure I would have even thought of 
doing such a thing. For sure, I would have stop-
ped and looked and commiserated but would I 
have delayed my walk for an hour? Honestly? I’m 
not sure.

And that’s a great lesson this man has taught me. 
Live and learn, live and learn…
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Impossible lately not to notice 
the mass of people clad in bright 
attire, thronging near rivers and 
around equally vividly painted 
kovils with their display of car-
ved statues and detailed frescos. 
Such picturesque scenes have 
been common these past few 

weeks, for the fourth month 
of the Tamil almanac is full 

of activities for the Tamil-
speaking community. 

Starting on the 15th 
of July and ending 
Monday 16th of Au-
gust, the Aadi month 
has been marked by 
several festivals. 

 “Aadi” in Sans-
krit means “begin-
ning” or renewal. The 

18th day of this month 
is in fact marked by the 

renewal of the wedding 
vows of married couples 

from the Tamil communi-
ty. Ritually, married women 

have to change their “thaali”, 
the yellow wedding thread 

they wear around their necks as a 
symbol of a wedding bond, every 
year given that it gets worn out. 
This is also of high importance 
in terms of relationship building. 
It offers couples an opportunity 
to review their relationship and 
reinforce the existing bonds so 
that routine does not set in. 

Some Tamils believe that 
the changing of the “thaali” is 
something very private and, 
apart from the husband, nobody 
should be allowed to even have a 
glimpse of the wedding thread. 
Yet, the ceremony is used as a 

spring board by various socio-
cultural organisations to promote 
the Tamil culture, by encouraging 
the Tamil-speaking community 
to celebrate it together and thus 
keep it alive. It is also the time to 
reunite the younger generations 
with their cultural background 
as well as to transmit the age-old 
traditions and values by including 
them in the celebrations. 

The festival is even more si-
gnifi cant in a household where 
the daughter is newly-married. 
A gold pendent is placed on the 
bride’s “thaali”, which was initially 
bare, as a sign of good luck. 

During this month, it is 
also considered inauspicious to 
conceive the fi rst child as it is be-
lieved that any baby conceived in 
this month could have an adverse 
effect on the parents. So the new 
couple are not to share the room 
during this period.

Since every custom is based 
on a particular rationale, the ex-
planation offered for this belief 
is that babies conceived during 
the month of “Aadi” are due in 
the month of April, the hottest 
month of the year in India. Sub-
sequently, the ardent suffocating 
heat would be a huge risk to the 
baby’s life. Hence, customs and 
safeguarding measures have 
been well merged and anchored 
in the cultural beliefs of the Ta-
mil-speaking people. What was 
construed to benefi t the agrarian 
community hundreds of years 
ago has been transmitted as 

part of the Tamil culture, and 
brought along to Mauri-
tius by the immigrants 
landing at Appravasi 
Ghat. Today, this is ve-

ry much part of the 
Tamil culture in our 

country.

Customs 
and safe-
guarding 
measures  

anchored in 
the cultural 
beliefs of 
Tamils 

Renewing Wedding Vows

The Aadi in theThe Aadi in the    Tamil Community   

Prayers 
at the 

temple.

A couple 
preparing for 

the ceremony.
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People also refrain from 
celebrating marriages in this 
month. All their attention 
should instead be devoted 
to prayers.  Prayers held on 
Tuesdays and Fridays (consi-
dered the only auspicious 
days during this inauspicious 
month) in kovils are dedica-
ted to the Goddess Ammen. 
Devotees ask for prosperity, 
health, the well-being of their 
family and a good harvest. 
Neem leaves are associated 
with this particular goddess, 
and hence, branches of them 
are hung on lengths of strings 
in and around the kovils. 

However, many devotees 
vehemently maintain that no 
month of the Tamil calendar 
is inauspicious. For them, 
“Aadi”, like all the other 
months, is sacred and in fact 

more devotional and that, 
instead of viewing it in such 
a negative way, people should 
learn to value their culture. 

R. Ganesh, the offi ciating 
priest in a kovil of Port Louis, 
points out that many people 
perform the customs without 
actually knowing the reasons 
behind them. He acknowledges 
that Mauritians from the Tamil-
speaking community are very 
religious. But he fi nds that there 
is a need for “good teachers” 
to lead the fl ock. For him, the 
government is investing many 
resources in teaching the Tamil 
language in schools but little is 
being done to promote the Ta-
mil culture. 

Coming from India, this 
offi ciating priest is also able to 
spot the gap there is between 
the traditions and customs 

existing in India and the way 
“Aadi” is celebrated here. 
Mauritians, he says, are trying 
to fi nd a compromise between 
the Indian and European life 
styles. Dressing in western 
clothes when coming to “ko-
vils”, sitting on benches instead 
of on the fl oor in the lotus posi-
tion, eating on synthetic banana 
leaves instead of real ones, are 
ways in which Mauritians from 
the Tamil-speaking community 
are diverging from their ances-
tral customs. 

Yet, one could argue 
that this quest for com-
promise is what defi nes 
the real essence of the 
Mauritian Tamil-
speaking community 
and of Mauritians 
in general.

N.F
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The Aadi in the    Tamil Community Tamil Community

Age-old traditions are still widely observed in Mauritius.

The “thaali”, 
a symbol 

of marriage.

Traditionally in India, “Aadi” is celebrated on the 
18th day of the month to pay tribute to Nature for 
the bountiful supply of fresh water it provides and 
to renew the wedding vows.  In Mauritius, ritually, 
married women change their “thaali” on this day. 
The “thaali” is the yellow thread married women 
wear around the neck as a symbol of marriage. 
The string is dyed in saffron water to obtain the 
yellow colour and has a piece of jewellery atta-
ched to it showing the status of the married wo-
man.
The “thaali” is to be changed every year. As part 
of the tradition, women perform this rite during 
the month of “Aadi”. Normally, the husband is to 

be present for the renewal of the wedding thread 
for the first year following the wedding, though 
it is not imperative for him to be present the fol-
lowing years.
The renewal can be done near any water, be it a 
pond, a river, by the sea, a canal, a well, a tank or 
even a basin of water. In Mauritius, however, the 
celebration is conducted by the riverside or on 
the beach in most cases. The women are specially 
dressed in their finest clothes, their hair decked 
with flowers, and wear a saffron paste on their 
face for the occasion. 
The old wedding thread is removed, and drow-
ned in the water. The women then perfume the 

new “thaali”, invoke the blessings of the goddess 
Ammen, and fasten it around their necks. Other 
practices include putting the old yellow thread on 
a mango leaf alongside a lit lamp, flowers, fruits 
and some turmeric. The leaf is then allowed to 
float on the water and go with the tide. A gold 
pendent will be attached to the “thaali” of newly 
wed women. “Aadi” is therefore of particular im-
portance to married women especially in their 
first year of marriage. It is also an opportunity for 
all the Tamil devotees to pray and worship exten-
sively during this month which is considered holy. 

Symbolism, ritual and the marriage relationship



There has been, in recent 
years, a ‘quiet revolution’ in the 
adoption of competition law 
by countries around the world.   
Over half of countries now have 
a competition law, or are in an 
advanced stage of preparing to 
introduce one, and the number 
continues to increase.   

Competition law is intended 
to protect the process of competi-
tion in order to maximise consu-
mer welfare. 

Markets very often fail to work 
well, thereby depriving society of 
the benefi ts that are possible in a 
competitive market.  Markets may 
fail for a number of reasons, with 
anti-competitive practices, inclu-
ding collusion and the abuse of 
market dominance being common 
and important causes.

The UK Government, in its 
White Paper “Productivity and 
Enterprise: A world Class Com-
petition Regime (2001) stated that: 
“Vigorous competition between 
fi rms is the lifeblood of strong and 
effective markets.  Competition 
helps consumers to get a good deal.  
It encourages fi rms to innovate by 
reducing slack, putting downward 
pressure on costs and providing 
incentives for the effi cient organi-
sation of production.” 

The broad objective of 
competition policy is to make 
markets work better.  ‘Wor-
king better’ involves two im-
portant subsidiary objectives: 
effi ciency and fairness.  Since 

these objectives may at times 
confl ict, it is very important to 
strike the right balance between 
them.  While “effi ciency” is a 
concept that can be measured 
objectively, the idea of what is 
‘fair’ refl ects, to a considerable 
extent, the cultural values of the 
society concerned.   Countries 
have chosen to refl ect either 
of these objectives, or both to 
a different degree. However, 
the goal of effi ciency appears 
to be given increasing impor-
tance in a number of countries.  
Mauritius is one of the many 
countries where emphasis has 
been laid more on effi ciency 
rather than fairness.  

Unfair competition, com-
monly known as “concurrence dé-
loyale” falls under the limb of tort 
(responsabilité délictuelle) of civil 
liability (responsabilité civile). The 
law governing unfair competition 
in Mauritius is to be found in the 
Civil Code- Article 1382 applies 
mainly. It has been characterized 
by our Courts as a faute/fait dom-
mageable; which is one of the three 
sine qua nons  to enter an action 
seeking a remedy to stop the tort 
caused by bad faith of a trader.

According to French law, 
“concurrence déloyale” is “where 
the incriminated acts result in win-
ning over the customers of another 
by means which may be illegal…” 
L’acropole Ltd. vs Gerbe D’or Ltd. 
and anor. (1982) MR 153

Unfair competition can arise 

when a new business deliberately 
and fraudulently opens under a 
name which closely resembles 
one already established; thereby 
passing off or falsely representing 
his business as that of the other 
one for instance.

Reducing the scope 
for corruption

The Competition Act 2007, on 
the other hand is concerned with 
enhancing competition. The Com-
petition Commission has a specifi c 
mandate to enforce the Competi-
tion Act. Its jurisdiction lies only in 
respect of the restrictive business 
practices which have been clearly 
defi ned by the Act. 

The Act sets out very clearly 
the parameters of what can consti-
tute restrictive business practices 
(les pratiques anti-concurentielles), 
thereby harming competition in 
the relevant market. They are: col-
lusive agreements (which can be 
in the form of horizontal agree-
ments, bid rigging and vertical 
agreements involving resale price 
maintenance), non-collusive hori-
zontal agreements, other vertical 
agreements, abuse of monopoly 
and a merger resulting into a subs-
tantial lessening of competition in a 
relevant market.

Collusion can result in prices 
being fi xed at levels that are higher 
than are needed to continue the 
provision of adequate supplies, 
and in the division of markets 

geographically or by customer 
type.  Bid rigging is a fairly com-
mon problem, and one that can 
signifi cantly increase the cost of 
public procurement. 

Dominance of a domestic 
market is not by itself a cause 
for concern, especially if it has 
been gained by innovative and 
effi cient production and distri-
bution, or if it refl ects the exis-
tence of a natural monopoly.  
However, the abuse of domi-
nance is a constant danger.  

The existence of com-
petitive markets reduces the 
scope for corruption, because 
impersonal market forces re-
place other types of decision-
making. Having a competition 
law extends this benefi t, be-
cause of the increased trans-
parency that is provided by 
having a process for receiving 
and investigating complaints 
and assessing them against the 
balanced criteria provided in 
the competition law.

Competition law should 
be used appropriately for an-
ti-competitive practices to be 
identifi ed, for their effects to be 
analysed, and for any necessary 
remedial action to be taken.   It 
is not an instrument to protect 
competitors but competition.  
It is a lengthy process which in-
volves sophisticated economic 
and legal analysis.  But the end 
result, inevitably brings greater 
benefi ts for consumers. 
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Competition Law :    

Objectives of Competition law 
and the Competition Act 2007

The Competition 
Commission of Mau-
ritius (CCM), a result 
of the adoption by the 
National Assembly in 
2007 of the Compe-
tition Act, is intended 
to improve economic 
effi ciency, thus offe-
ring a better deal to 
consumers. Business 
people, however, –
and their lawyers! 
-may not always fi nd 
it easy to cope with…

Kiran N. MEETARBHAN

Acting Executive Director 
Competition Commission 

of Mauritius 



 Government’s decision to 
bring the Competition Commis-
sion of Mauritius (CCM) within 
the purview of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Offi ce provides a new impe-
tus to the Commission. In addition 
to underlining the Commission’s 
independence, Government de-
monstrates a strong political will 
to create a vibrant and effective 
competition regime in the country. 

However, to build public confi -
dence in and enlist societal support 
for the CCM, the Prime minister 
ought to go further in addressing 
some of the weaknesses of the insti-
tution. According to the Internatio-
nal Development Research Centre, 
by cracking down on exploitative 
and abusive market behaviour, 
competition law and competition 
policy contribute to the economic 
empowerment of consumers and 
the enhancement of their well-
being, as improving consumer 
choice and lowering prices increase 
their economic power. Consumers 
are the fi rst to benefi t from com-
petition law enforcement. Under 
an effi cient competition regime, 
consumers benefi t from a wider 
choice of goods, better quality 
and better prices. 

 In such a small economy as 
ours, where the market tends to 
be concentrated in the hands of 

a few family concerns capable of 
controlling several markets and in-
fl uencing policy-makers through 
political party funding, winning 
political and societal support was a 
major challenge to the CCM. The 
decision to bring the CCM under 
the PMO gives a strong signal to 
other ministries and policy makers. 

Political party funding by the 
private sector can also be an obs-
tacle to the implementation of 
competition law. It used to be ar-
gued that the onus to demonstrate 
that the Competition Commission 
and the Sector Regulators can act 
independently and objectively lay 
on the regulators. Henceforth, the 
head of the government himself 
will have to take up this challenge. 

This initiative gives a blow to 
the tendency among civil servants 
to be limited to their respective 
legislations. The Competition 
Commission’s ability to obtain 
much needed support from other 
governmental institutions is now 
strengthened. It strengthens the 
position of the Competition 
Commission as the Competition 
Authority of this country, with 
an interest in actions pertaining 
to all ministries and sector regu-
lators. The Commission will gain 
in effectiveness being now assu-
red of support from the various 

ministries. The State Trading 
Corporation, for example, will 
also henceforth, except for 
petroleum products, be un-
der scrutiny with regard to its 
monopoly situation in different 
markets.

Unwarranted 
intervention

 Fears have been expressed 
in some quarters as to possible 
intervention into the work of the 
Commission by the Prime minis-
ter. Pending appropriate amend-
ments to the Competition Act, we 
need to have a look at the powers of 
the minister, henceforth the PM, as 
provided by the present legislation. 
According to Section 37(1) the mi-
nister may give written directions 
of a general character to the Com-
mission relating to any additional 
public policy factors in which he 
wishes the Commission to have 
regard in its determinations. Fur-
thermore, subsection (3) states that 
the directions given by the Minister 
under subsection (1) and the reply 
by the Commission, if any, under 
subsection (2)shall be published 
in the Gazette. These provisions 
do not allow room for any unwar-
ranted intervention.

However, the CCM has been 

the subject of some justifi ed criti-
cisms recently. The sad fact is that, 
eighteen months after its setting up, 
the Commission does not have a 
full-fl edged Chairperson. It is 
unacceptable for the Vice-Chair-
person to act as Acting Chairper-
son for such a long period. More 
so, since the latter has also been 
under criticism due to his involve-
ment in the Board of Investment 
and his relationship to Binani Ce-
ment. It is high time for the Presi-
dent, who acts on the advice of the 
Prime minister, to clear all doubts 
and appoint a full-fl edged Chair-
person having a legal background.

On the other hand, the ap-
pointment of the present Com-
missioners has to be reviewed. 
According to subsection (2) under 
section 7, the Commissioners (…) 
shall be persons from the public 
sector, private sector and the aca-
demia, appointed by virtue of their 
qualifi cations  and experience in 
law, economics, accountancy, or 
commerce. According to informa-
tion gathered, one of the present 
Commissioners fails to respond to 
these criteria.

For these reasons, the 
Prime minister should take 
up the challenge of giving the 
CCM  a new dimension and a 
new impetus.
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 doing business differently
Today, predictability and legal 

certainty are key prerequisites for 
economic operators to survive, 
the more so in times of repeated 
economic crisis.  Business entities 
had some apprehension we must 
say about the setting up of a com-
petition law regime as they fear 
this may hamper their operations 
and their usual way of doing bu-
siness. A lot of work to inform 
operators on the benefi ts of a 
rule- based business environ-
ment was undertaken.  

One of the objectives of a com-
petition policy is generally agreed 
to be the attainment of economic 
effi ciency.  However, it seems that 
the link between growth and com-
petition policy is neither straight-
forward nor clearly distinct in 
terms of observed reality.  There 
are many economies that have 
performed well in terms of eco-
nomic development without any 
competition policies in place.  Simi-
larly there are economies that have 
adopted competition policies and 
reform for quite a long time now 
without achieving much in terms 
of economic development.  We be-

lieve that this is so because compe-
tition policy is only one component 
of a set of economic policies such 
as trade and industrial promotion, 
fi scal and monetary policies which, 
if pursued coherently, can deliver 
on economic development and 
social programs.

The expectations of the bu-
siness community are that the 
Competition Commission of 
Mauritius (CCM) conducts all 
investigations under a fair, timely 
and transparent process. Such 
process should not impose unne-
cessary burdens on business and it 
is expected that decisions following 
these investigations are based on 
duly assessed economic analysis 
and evidence.

The right balance
The CCM’s task is surely a 

complex one and the right balance 
between thorough assessment and 
timely decision is not an easy one.  
However, in assessing anti-compe-
titive behaviour, there are real risks 
of making unreasonable demands 
on businesses.

The CCM has already started 
investigating on certain cases of 
suspected infringement of the law 
and the penalties for a breach of the 
competition rules may be very se-
vere.  A company found guilty may 
be fi ned to a maximum of 10% of 
its turnover over a 5-year period.  
Unprepared and inexperienced 
enterprises do not know how to 
deal with these cases and neither 
do their counsels.

Coping with competition is-
sues and understanding the pro-
cess associated with competition 
cases are still not within the full 
grasp of operators.  We have intro-
duced a new Competition Law, 
whose culture and methodology 
were developed years ago in indus-
trialized countries. Shouldn’t we 
give our business operators some 
time to get familiar with it and 
learn more from this new compe-
tition regime and understand why 
it is so crucial for an economy like 
Mauritius to be competitive?

Vis à vis experienced CCM 
investigators, can we say that 
operators are at even chances in 
the process?

Facing the real threat of fi -
nancial penalties and stained 
reputations, business entities 
would, therefore, need quali-
fi ed people who understand 
the whole process from start to 
fi nish and who can advise them 
on the appropriate response at 
each stage.  There are times, 
for example, when a strategy 
of constructive relationship 
with the CCM can be chosen 
instead of a more “aggressive” 
defense strategy.

We would forcefully suggest 
that operators at large undergo the 
necessary training to understand at 
least the basics of competition law, 
economics and policy. 

As consequences of infringe-
ment can be serious we are also in 
favour of the adoption of a Com-
pliance Programme, which is a 
form of preventive action; it is in 
the interest of operators to ensure 
that their businesses and personnel 
comply with the law. Active and 
well-managed compliance pro-
grammes can be hugely benefi cial 
in terms of risk assessment and 
sharing of information.  

Barlen PILLAY

Manager –Legal and 
Business Facilitation Division

Mauritius Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

The competition regime : a learning process

 Will the Prime Minister take up the challenge?

Mosadeq SAHEBDIN
                                                                        Informed Consumer
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If you liked using the expres-
sion “You know, it’s a chicken and 
egg problem”, then you will pro-
bably need to fi nd an alternative 
for expressing circular causality, be-
cause the chicken and egg conun-
drum is no more.  In fact, British 
scientists from Warwick and Shef-
fi eld universities recently cracked it: 
it’s the chicken that came fi rst. 

Well, it’s probably a little more 
complicated than that, but the age-
old riddle can now be considered 
resolved.  Because eggs can be for-
med only with a protein molecule 
(called ovocleidin-17) found in 
chickens’ ovaries. This means eggs 
have to be formed in chickens fi rst. 
With the help of supercomputers, 
the structure and function of this 
protein was determined. It kick-
starts crystallisation of the egg shell 
by turning calcium carbonate into 

calcite crystals. This can potentially 
help develop new materials, and 
stronger artifi cial bones. 

The elucidation of the catch-22 
puzzle came as a surprise to many, 
since eggs existed before the chic-
ken in the evolution of species. But 
here we are talking of chicken eggs, 
not dinosaur eggs. The chicken 
and egg problem is not just cultural 
vernacular, but has been a question 
that scientists and philosophers ac-
tually pondered on, with ramifi ca-
tions about fundamental questions 
on life and its evolution. Even in 
theology and creationism, the ques-
tion has been hotly debated. 

DNA or proteins?
But the follow-up question 

is where the chicken came from. 
Certainly not from across the road 
or through the magic of creatio-
nism. It evolved. At one point from 
reptiles, that grew wings to adapt.  
Evolution is basically mutations in 
the genetic code. We have come a 
long way towards understanding 
life, species and their origin – but 
still some questions evade us, and 
alternative explanations, like “intel-
ligent design” are often used to fi ll 
in the current gaps. Let’s look at the 
chicken-and-egg mystery of nature: 
what came fi rst: DNA or proteins? 
But fi rst, a quick primer on some 
basic biology. 

Living systems are made of 
basic building blocks called cells. 
A human being, for example, has 

about ten trillions of them. The 
cell is a wonderful piece of ma-
chinery where the basic processes 
of life occur. Let’s focus on two 
important constituents of a cell: 
DNA and proteins. DNA stands 
for deoxyribonucleic acid. It is a 
very long molecule, a long chain 
of building blocks called nucleo-
tides, of which there are four types: 
Adenine, Guanine, Cytosine and 
Thymine, or simply A, G, C and 
T. In fact in DNA there are two 
chains (linked in a long twisted 
ladder form) with every A in one 
chain connected to a T in the se-
cond, and every C connected to 
a G.  When the chains separate, 
you have enough information to 
regenerate exact copies – and this 
is why chickens procreate chic-
kens, and you inherit your parents’ 
looks. The structure of  DNA was 
the landmark discovery by Watson 
& Crick in 1953, which they duly 
celebrated over beer in a pub in 
Cambridge, England because of 
their claim to the “discovery of the 
secret of life”. Fifty years later, there 
was cause for more celebration: the 
exact sequence of the 3 billion A-T 
or C-G connections in the DNA 
of a human was deciphered. This 
code contains all information about 
the human: from the colour of the 
eyes to the disposition to believe in 
God or commit crime, some argue. 
These characteristics are encoded 
by genes, which are pieces in the 
DNA code. Human DNA is belie-
ved to contain about 20,000 genes, 

although this number is constantly 
under revision.

 The love affair between 
cryptography and life goes on. 
The genes themselves encode 
something else: proteins. In fact, 
various short sequences (of three 
nucleotides) encode another 
group of molecules called amino 
acids. There are twenty of them 
that occur naturally. And specifi c 
sequences of amino acids are spe-
cifi c proteins, like ovocleidin-17. 
Proteins are molecules that under-
lie all activities in the cell and in life. 
Most functions of the cell depend 
on proteins to perform them - in-
cluding the creation of proteins to 
begin with!  In fact, there are pro-
teins (encoded in the DNA) that 
decode the message in the DNA 
sequence (through a process cal-
led transcription) to replicate pro-
teins. Which begs the question: 
what comes fi rst, the DNA that 
encodes all proteins? Or proteins 
that read the DNA code? 

Intelligent design
This is the (former) chicken 

and egg problem. It is also often 
used as evidence of “intelligent de-
sign” that purports   discontinuity 
in sequential evolution, where se-
veral components have to simul-
taneously fuse together to create 
life as we know it. Nonetheless, to 
many the lack of scientifi c rationa-
lisation hardly makes creationist 
“explanations” valid.  

Well, now the chicken and 
egg problem does not seem 
to contradict Darwin’s evolu-
tion theory i.e. species change 
over time by mutating their 
DNAs, with survival of the 
fi ttest variants. Our national 
dodo bird for instance, was 
initially a dove/pigeon that 
on arrival in Mauritius adap-
ted over millions of years to 
an environment with no pre-
dators. So, some argue that 
they traded their ability to fl y 
for the capacity to store lar-
ger amounts of fat that pull 
them through hard times: not 
that dumb after all, thereby 
salvaging the much maligned 
reputation of our beloved 
bird as being stupid, ove-
rweight and lazy. The dodo is 
now considered an evolutio-
nary success; it adapted well 
to local conditions, just like 
its human counterparts I am 
tempted to add.

So, the dodo bird must have 
preceded its egg. Given its new-
ly acknowledged evolutionary 
superiority, it would be interes-
ting to fi nd out the variant of the 
ovocleidin-17 protein in dodos 
that helps the crystallization of 
its shell. This may be hard now 
since the dodo is extinct. So un-
til we fi nd a way to reconstitute 
species from their DNA (like in 
Jurassic Park), “as dead as the 
dodo” is one expression that is 
still alive and kicking for use.

Of chickens, eggs and dodos 

Newly hatched - and now we know which came fi rst...

Kreshna Gopal, Ph.D
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Stroke 
of bad luck? 

Think again…

By Dr Zina VALAYDON

An Apple A Day]

S
Strokes are caused either when a blood vessel 
in the brain is blocked or when it ruptures and 
bleeds; either mechanism leads to brain injury. 
Different areas of the brain command different 

functions such as movement, speech, vision and so on. 
Consequently, the symptoms will vary depending on 
which part of the brain is affected by the stroke. 

The common consequences of a stroke are 
weakness or paralysis of one side of the body, speech 
disturbances, blurred vision and a facial droop. It is vi-
tal to know the symptoms and signs of a stroke. If you 
retain anything out of this column it is the acronym 
FAST, which stands for:

■ Face- Sudden weakness of the face, blurred or 
double vision
■ Arm- Sudden weakness or numbness in one or both 
arms
■ Speech- Slurred speech or inability to speak
■ Time- Time is of the essence in stroke treatment. 
The sooner treatment begins, the better the chances 
are for recovery 
■ Should you or someone near you display any of 
those features acutely, you need emergency assistance. 
By that I mean, call an ambulance immediately; driving 
to the hospital is not good enough. Time is crucial, I 
cannot stress that point enough: Getting urgent medi-
cal care will determine the outcome.

Hospital management will likely include a scan of 
the brain to determine whether the stroke was caused 
by a bleed or an infarct, which will then dictate subse-
quent management.

Following acute care in hospital, the mainstay of 
treatment is usually rehabilitation, which includes phy-
siotherapy, speech therapy and swallowing re-educa-
tion. Rehabilitation aims at retraining the damaged 
part of the brain to perform its functions with relent-
less exercising and therapy. It is incredibly arduous 
but the results can be astoundingly positive and many 
patients regain a lot of their function.

Loss of function and lifestyle is as crippling psy-
chologically as it is physically. Many stroke patients are 
previously well, independent adults, often providing 
for young families. The sudden loss of autonomy is de-
vastating and it is important to acknowledge the grief, 
anxiety and emotional damage and seek professional 
help if required.

The risk factors for a stroke are similar to those for 
cardiovascular disease i.e. age (>40 ), high blood pres-
sure, smoking, diabetes, high cholesterol and obesity. 
Stroke prevention is straightforward: blood pressure 
control, weight loss, smoking cessation, diabetes and 
cholesterol management. Simple stuff, no black magic 
involved, no excuses either. 

The heroic privilege of saving a life does not belong 
exclusively to the realm of hospitals, or slushy Cold-
play lyrics. And it’s not as glamorous as you may think 
either. In this case, it is as simple as firstly remembe-
ring the FAST acronym and secondly getting a grip on 
your health. At the risk of sounding like a patronizing 
primary school teacher, I appeal to you to seriously 
start lowering your risk factors, if you have any. 

Lifestyle changes are difficult but at the same time, 
strokes are devastating, soul-destroying events which 
strike thousands of men and women daily. In the face 
of such powerful adversity, I think it is vital to pull out 
all the stops and protect ourselves the best we can.

MSPCA announces 
eventual ban on ear-
cropping and tail-doc-
king of dogs

The Mauritius Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals (MSPCA) and the Fede-
ration Canine Centrale (FCC) 
held a press conference on 
Wednesday 4 August 2010 at 
the Jalal Shuja Humane Educa-
tion Centre, MSPCA, Rose Hill. 
 The themes of the conference were 
the organization of the 
“International Dog 

Show 2010” on Sunday 8 August 
at St Mary’s College and animal 
welfare issues. With regard to the 
dog show, the President of the 
Council of the MSPCA and the 
President of the FCC both gave 
details on the different competitions 
and events on that day, such as 
“dog breed confi rmation”, “beau-
ty”, “agility”, and “obedience” 
competitions amongst others. De-
monstrations by trained dogs will 
also be presented. They also an-
nounced the offi cial recognition in 
the years to come by the Federation 
Cynologique Internationale (FCI) 
of the “Griffon de Chamarel” 
which will be the fi rst Mauritian 

breed to be listed and ho-
mologued by this 

organization.
Moreover, 

the MSPCA in-
dicated that it has 

decided to consider 
applying its policies with 

regard to surgical mutilations 
on animals, especially dogs. The 
MSPCA is opposed to mutillation 
on animals for cosmetic and non-
veterinary purposes and believes 
that procedures such as tail-doc-

king and ear-cropping of dogs 
should be interdicted very soon. 
Proposals for regulations will be 
sent to the Ministry of Agro Indus-
try very soon. 

For too long, breeders of the 
Doberman Pinscher, Rottweiler, 
Cane Corso, Boxer, Great Dane, 
etc., have had recourse to tail-doc-
king and/or ear-cropping on the 
puppies of those breeds. In Europe, 
it has been shown that such pro-
cedures do not benefi t the animal 
in any way and in many cases can 
be detrimental to their health and 
welfare. Today, many countries ban 
cropping and docking because they 
consider the practices cruel forms 
of mutilation. In Europe, the crop-
ping of ears is prohibited in all 
countries that have ratifi ed the Eu-
ropean Convention for the Protec-
tion of Pet Animals. The MSPCA 
wants Mauritius to become the 
fi rst African country to follow suit 
and to be an example for Africa in 
terms of animal welfare and protec-
tion against acts of cruelty.

Rishy BUKOREE
 Council Member of the MSPCA

International Dog Show 2010 
and Animal Welfare issues

Reaction of a cyber reader to 
Shakeel Mohamed’s interview in 
our last edition

Honourable Minister, 
You say that we should never 

question such a practice (polyga-
my) and that doing so is itself un-
democratic. Aren’t you imposing 
polygamy on women by hiding 
behind divine laws? Is polygamy 
so democratic? And how about 
other types of temporary mar-
riages imposed on women such as 
Nikah Misyar (visitors’ marriage) 
practised in Sunni Islam and Ni-
kah Mut’ah (temporary marriage) 
practised in Shia Islam in Islamic 
countries? Some months ago, Na-
dine al-Bedair, a Saudi journalist, 
wrote an article published by the 
Egyptian independent daily news-
paper Al-Masry Al-Youm, asking 
why men have the right to marry 
more than one woman but women 
don’t have the right to marry 4 hus-
bands. This article asking for equal 
rights in marriage caused a big 
stir in the Arab world. A member 
of Parliament even fi led a lawsuit 
against Nadine al-Bedair, the wri-
ter, calling for a trial and lawyers 
lobbied the Egyptian government 
to ban a television series planned 
on a similar topic. Scholars and 
local religious leaders in Egypt 
have derided the article, calling it 
infl ammatory and blasphemous 
against the tenets of Islam. Sheikh 
Mohamed Gama’i argued that in 
the Qur’an, there is a reason for 

polygamy, “and no woman has the 
right to attack our traditions in this 
manner. She should be stopped!” 
The journalist called for women 
in “My four husbands and I,” pu-
blished on December 11 2009, to 
be given the right to Polyandry (to 
marry more than one man as part 
of gender equality). She asked why 
men have the right to more than 
one wife, while women do not.

Below is an extract 
from My Four Hus-
bands and I by Na-
dine al-Bedair:

 “Please allow me to marry 
four husbands, or even fi ve or 
nine, if possible.  Let me emulate 
you (men), and choose them ac-
cording to the wildest whims of 
my imagination. I will choose 
husbands of various shapes and 
sizes: one red-headed and one 
dark, one tall and one short. I will 
choose husbands of various sects, 
religions, nationalities and ethnici-
ties and I promise you to maintain 
perfect harmony between them 
all. They will never quarrel, be-
cause after all, they have a wife in 
common. “Write me a civil law, or 
re-interpret some religious law by 
adding to it a new clause, like they 
do in those religious rulings that 
are motivated by a sudden im-
pulse... and are issued without any 
prior warning. Just as you (men) 
unjustifi ably subject me to various 
types of marriage - such as misyaf, 

misyar, mut’ah, ‘urf and friend 
marriages and other twisted laws - 
allow me to marry four men. “The 
last time I demanded my right to 
be permitted several husbands... the 
women condemned it even before 
the men did...  The basis for my 
demand was my insistence on 
monogamy and my determination 
to challenge the men by deman-
ding the right to feel what they 
feel... when they take four wives. 
Don’t the men glorify this right 
of theirs? Don’t they anticipate 
it openly and in secret? Whenever 
the issue of the men’s monopoly 
on polygamy comes up for debate, 
nobody can give me a convincing 
reason why I may not take four 
husbands as well... “Many say that 
polygamy is the solution to the 
problem of men becoming bored 
and fed up with their wives, and 
a way to deal with these feelings 
of theirs.  However, polygamy is 
a violation of the ‘Committee on 
the Elimination of Discrimina-
tion against Women’ (CEDAW) 
Convention. Besides, what about 
the feelings of the woman? Either 
permit polygamy to both men and 
women, or else re-map the cus-
tom of marriage so as to solve this 
problem of boredom, which is the 
men’s permanent excuse. Until one 
of these things happens, I will conti-
nue to ask: What solution do I have 
if I become bored with my hus-
band’s body or start to feel that he 
is like a brother to me?” 
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“The secret of being a bore is to say eve-
rything,” says Voltaire. Well, in 1,474 pages, one of 
the longest novels published in a single volume in 
the English language, Vikram Seth doesn’t say eve-
rything. His novel “A Suitable Boy” is one of those 
books you must have seen on the bookshelves but 
did not dare attempt. Yet I promise you that it will 
take you no more than three weeks to read, possibly 
less if you have a bit of time on your hands. And the 
experience will be memorable as it shows you how 
a complex tale can be rendered so simply.

Released in 1993, the novel, set in post-inde-

pendence India, is basically a love story which 
traces the lives of four families over an eighteen-
month period. It starts in the fi ctional town of 
Brahmpur with Savita Mehra’s wedding and opens 
with her mother expressing her determination to 
marry off Lata, the other daughter. “You too will 
marry a boy I choose,” she says. Right from the 
beginning of the novel, the reader is plunged head 
on into the Indian culture with all its traditions, 
dowries, arranged marriages, millennia-old cus-
toms, superstition and gossip. The generation gap 
is introduced right from the beginning and weaves 
its way right through the novel. 

As Lata decides that she does not want an ar-
ranged marriage like her sister, she is faced with a 
choice between  a handsome Muslim classmate, a 
writer friend, or the self-made business man her 
mother wants for her. In the middle of this, the 
weight of family drama and Indian history unfold 
around her. 

Through the characters’ joys and tribulations, 
we have a full picture of everyday life during 1951-
52 in India as the novel unfolds, offering a  satirical 
and earnest examination of national political issues 
in the period leading up to the fi rst independent 
national elections of 1952, including inter-secta-
rian animosity, the status of lower caste peoples, 
land reform and the eclipse of the feudal princes 
and landlords, academic affairs, inter- and intra-
family relations and a range of further issues of 
importance to the characters. This epic novel also 
covers the various issues faced by post-indepen-
dence India, including Hindu-Muslim strife and 
the empowerment of Muslim women.

The novel is divided into 19 parts, with each part 
focussing on a different story. Each of the characters 
comes back round again before you have forgotten 
about them and each acquires importance in the 
novel. Through the complexities of each character 

as they try to come to terms with their lives and 
situations, you come to realize the huge amount of 
research which has gone into the book. 

The four families which inform the book are 
unforgettable: each represents a group of people 
and traces their triumphs and pitfalls: the Mehras 
represent the growing middle class, the Kapoors 
the political and intellectual class, the Khans re-
present the insecure Muslim royalty which is about 
to be dispossessed of its land and the Chatterjees 
embody the anglicized Indian intelligentsia.

“A Suitable Boy” may awe you by its size but it 
will not fail to enthrall you.  

Touria PRAYAG

Kreol korner]

Tap la tas, 
meaning to do a slip shod job, is an expression which is less and less utilized. (Maybe because it has become the norm?!) Yet, it beautifully sums up a 
situation where someone tries to accomplish a task with minimum effort and in as little time as possible. 

T.P. 

India in 1,474 pages
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