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Well, the needless panic about our currency has seemingly sub-
sided. Now that the dust has started to settle a little and people have 
had time to take a step back and think rationally, they have come to 
realize that a willed engineered devaluation of our Rupee, which export 
sectors were clamouring for, arguing loss of their export revenue, 
denominated in Euro and Sterling, is neither desirable nor advisable.

For starters, competent fi nancial management of anything, from 
a household to a country, requires recognizing that the economy 
moves in cycles (boom and bust). What goes up will come down 
and nothing stays down forever either – after rain, comes sunshine. 
Hence, popular wisdom suggests “make hay whilst the sun shines”, 
implying one should store hay for the wintry cold, cloudy and rainy 
season. Even housewives and homemakers adhere to this wisdom of 
constituting reserves for when times are hard, and hard times there 
will be. When, for years, the Euro and Sterling were stronger than now 
against our Rupee, export sectors raked in buckets, even truckloads, 
of windfall gains. Some invested for productivity gains in their sectors 
(manpower training, equipment renewal and modernisation, process 
improvements, etc); others diverted their super profi ts to investment 
in other more lucrative sectors, such as property development and 
retail. Now that they are experiencing a temporary setback because of 
relative Rupee strength - in reality Euro and Sterling weakness - they 
plead vocally for what are effectively public subsidies.

Rupee devaluation is tantamount to a transfer of wealth from 
the larger community of defenceless savers, wage earners, pensio-
ners and taxpayers, to a handful of business owners. These business 
owners are not the only stakeholders in the economy. Rupee devalua-
tion would cause infl ation to surge out of control. It is effectively an 
insidiously and perniciously impoverishing tax on the public at large.

It is known that, unless there are serious fundamental macro-
economic imbalances which dictate devaluation as a last desperate 
resort which, I am made to understand, is far from being the case in 
Mauritius, the permanent benefi ts of currency devaluation accrue 
only to a handful of exporters to the detriment of the toiling masses. 
Even countries which live in the backyard of the Euro zone, like 
Morocco and Tunisia, have allowed their currencies to free-fl oat, 
thereby letting market forces and economic fundamentals determine 
their exchange rates.

Euro and Sterling weakness are due to the daunting, some might 
say self-infl icted, macro-economic problems of Europe and the UK 
(spiralling fi scal defi cits, high public debt, private corporate debt, do-
mestic debt, external debt; banking insolvencies and bail-outs, credit 
crunch, housing crisis, household debt; etc). We mostly do not have 
these problems here. Therefore, as Governor Bheenick rightly says, 
let’s not make their problems (Europe and the UK) our problem to 
save the skin of a few, who did not save for lean days.

Besides, even if it were desirable to depreciate our Ru-
pee, it is theoretically impossible. Manou Bheenick talks 
about the impossible ‘trilemma’: an open capital account, a 
free-fl oating currency and an independent monetary policy. ‘You 
cannot have all three in the same world,’ he sums up. 

As Nobel economist Joseph Stiglitz puts it in his recently pu-
blished book Free Fall, speaking of the lessons of the recent banking 
crisis, we ought to be leery of falling into the trap of “privatising 
gains and socialising losses”. This is exactly what the exporters want 
the Government and the Bank of Mauritius to do for them. No way!
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‘Arrete de pleurer Penelope!’
Head for the Grand Baie International Confe-

rence Centre to see the play Arrete de pleurer 
Penelope! on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th June 
at 20.00. Written and performed by Corrine Pu-
get, Christine Anglio and Juliette Arnaud, the 
play is produced by Thomas Ledouarec and 
tells the story of three friends who get together 
for a hen party to celebrate the wedding of their 
fourth friend, who  happens to be late. While 
they wait for her, the trio think over their 
own failed relationships and discuss issues 
related to snobbery, people with money, 
fashion and of course, men. Join the three girls for an evening of argu-
ments, tears and ultimately laughter. Tickets are available at Rs. 1200 and 
Rs. 900. Call Otayo on 4669999 for reservations. 

‘Ballet, Combination & R’Evolution’
The Ecole de Ballet de Grand Baie is presenting a show in two parts 

entitled Ballet, Combination & R’Evolution at the Mahat-
ma Gandhi Institute on 12th June at 19.30. The 

show is directed by Valerie Guiton 
and the fi rst part consists of techni-
cal exercises taught during the year 

to ballet students. The second part 
focuses on ballet history, including 

romantic, grand classical, contempora-
ry, jazz and ethnic ballets. Tickets are 
available at Rs 450, Rs. 400, Rs. 350 
and Rs. 250. Call Otayo on 4669999 

for reservations.

World Cup Fiesta
Live the FIFA World Cup fever at the Free-

port of Mauritius, Mer Rouge from 12th June 
to 11th July as from 16.00. The Freeport will 
adopt a lounge concept for a month, which 
will include bars, food stands, animation and 
wide screens making it the hot spot for friends 
and colleagues to enjoy this major sports event. 
Make the most of the World Cup without even ha-
ving to travel to South Africa! Tickets are available per 
evening and you can also get normal and VIP passes for 
10 evenings. Call Otayo on 4669999 for more information 
and reservations. 

Magic Circus of Samoa
If the circus leaves you enthralled, then you will 

love the Magic Circus of Samoa, from Polynesia. 
With 37 artists, the circus will perform at Trianon 

Shopping Park as from 16th June, Tuesdays 
to Fridays at 19.15 and at 14.00 and 19.15 
on Saturdays. The show will run at 17.00 on 

Sundays and there will be special school ses-
sions on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. The cir-
cus will include jugglers, clowns, acrobats, and much 

more. Tickets are available exclusively through 
Otayo. Call 4669999 for reservations.

‘Ile Courts’
If you would like to try your hand at producing a short movie, or are 

looking for a way to share your talent with the world, the Ile Courts inter-
national festival from 7th to 10th October may be just what you’re looking 
for. The Association porteurs d’images and the Institut francais de Maurice is 
calling for people to submit their short fi lms until 15th July 2010. To par-
ticipate, your short fi lm must have been produced between 
2008 and 2010, be 30 minutes long and in French 
or subtitled in French. The fi lms 
must be submitted in the fol-
lowing formats: DV, DVCAM, 
BETASP or DVD. You will also 
have to send a synopsis of the 
fi lm, the producer’s biography, and 
a high-resolution picture of the fi lm and the 
producer. Films must be posted to the Ins-
titut francais de Maurice in Rose-Hill. 

If I had charged one 
rupee every time the 
word boycott was used 
since the new go-

vernment came to power, 
I would not need to work 
for the rest of my life. Like 
everything else in our pa-
radise, excess is the name 
of the game. You will recall 
that once hunger strikes be-
came a fashion, there was 
no stopping them and al-
most every morning we 
woke up to news that one 
group or another were 
going on hunger strike for 
some trivial cause or other. 
These days, there is the boy-
cott of the press by mem-
bers of the government but 
the Opposition would not 
be left out: they boycott 
the president’s presenta-
tion of the government’s 
programme. 

And while we are all 
somehow at the receiving 
end, I thought it might be 
of interest to us to know 
where the word originated 
and whether cott always ap-
plies to boys? 

The word boycott fi nds 
its origin in Ireland where 
an estate agent called 

Charles Boycott antagoni-
zed the tenants by refusing 
to bring down the rent and 
by later evicting them from 
the land they occupied. 
So, as a form of protest, 
everyone in the locality 
refused to deal with him. 
Boycott soon found him-
self isolated as his workers 
stopped work in the fi elds 
and stables, as well as in his 
house. Local businessmen 
stopped trading with him, 
and the local postman re-
fused to deliver mail.

The most famous boy-
cott perhaps is the Mon-
tgomery Bus Boycott in 
the U.S. Every student of 
history can recall this po-
litical and social protest 
campaign which started in 
1955 in the USA and put 
an end to the racial segre-
gation in the public trans-
port system. Figures like 
Martin Luther King and 
Rosa Park come to mind.

One can also recall the 
Indian boycott of British 
goods organized by Ma-
hatma Gandhi and, more 
recently, the boycott and 
the movement that advoca-
ted disinvestment in South 

Africa in opposition to the 
country’s apartheid regime.

The word girlcott also 
crept into use in 1968 in 
the context of the Summer 
Olympics protesting in fa-
vour of equal pay for wo-
men players.

Boycotts and girlcotts 
are normally organized 
by citizens against power-
ful groups, governments, 
countries etc. We have not, 
until now, seen any boycott 
organized by ministers or 
governments against busi-
nesses. When Boycotts are 
formally organized by go-
vernments against certain 
groups, they are called em-
bargos as in the case of the 
Nazi government against 
German Jews in 1933. 

In some countries like 
the United States, there are 
also antiboycott provisions 
intended to prevent their 
citizens and companies 
being used as instrumen-
talities of a foreign go-
vernment’s foreign policy. 
These laws, however, only 
apply to foreign govern-
ment initiated boycotts.

Touria PRAYAG
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“Boycott, Girlcott 
and anti-boycott”

The Montgomery Bus Boycott mobilised the U.S Civil Rights Movement in 1955.



Meeting of the Prime Minister, Dr. Navin Ramgoolam, with the British Foreign Secretary, William Hague, in the U.K.

Are the new sanctions that 
the United Nations Security 
Council imposing on Iran over 
its nuclear program a good 
thing for peace and security 
in the Middle East? Only time 
will tell, for now…this has 
infuriated Iran and its sup-
porters, while major powers 
believe that this will have a 
signifi cant impact on Iran’s 
military without affecting 
the population. 

The sanctions target Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards as well 
as its nuclear industries (with 
the addition of 41 enterprises to 
the blacklist) and impose an em-
bargo on heavy weapons sales. 

The Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps represent Iran’s 
most powerful economic, social 
and political institution. Since 
the 2009 presidential election, 
they have tightened their grip 
on the Iranian society. Origi-
nally, the Guards served as an 
elite military force at the foun-
ding of the Islamic republic, but 
their broad mandate -- to pro-
tect the revolution -- has given 
them extra powers. 

After months of negotia-
tions and diffi culties in fi nding 
a common approach, 12 out 
of 15 nations of the Security 
Council are now supporting 
the resolution against Iran. 
According to the New York 
Times, for a long time China 
did not want to join the US-
led effort to impose sanctions 

on Iran, but in February, a 
high-level Israeli delegation 
traveled to Beijing to present 
classifi ed evidence of Iran’s 
atomic ambitions. “Then they 
unveiled the ostensible purpose 
of their visit: to explain in sobe-
ring detail the economic impact 
to China from an Israeli strike 
on Iran — an attack Israel sug-

gested is all but inevitable should 
the international community fail 
to stop Iran from assembling a 
nuclear weapon.”

Apparently, the Chinese 
did not seem too surprised by 
the evidence presented by the 
Israelis. “They really sat up in 
their chairs when we described 
what a pre-emptive attack would 
do to the region and on oil sup-
plies they have come to depend 
on,” told an Israeli offi cial to 
the New York Times.

Reacting to the sanctions 
in Iran, President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad called the UN Se-
curity Council the “most unde-
mocratic international body” since 
it is dominated by the fi ve veto-
welding permanent members. 

 “The structure of the Secu-
rity Council is discriminatory 
and unjust, such that the Secu-
rity Council is the most unde-
mocratic international body. The 
fact that a few countries have a 
veto right means that they do-
minate the entire world,” stated 
Ahmadinejad who warned the 
UN “that they are so mistaken 
if they think they can brandish 

the stick of resolution and then 
sit down to talk with us. Such a 
thing will not happen.”

The foreign ministers 
of Iran, Turkey, and Brazil 
signed a declaration in Te-
hran on May 17, according 
to which Iran would ship 
1200 kilograms of its low-
enriched uranium to Turkey 
to be exchanged for 120 ki-
lograms of 20 percent en-
riched nuclear fuel rods to 
power the Tehran research 
reactor, which produces 
radioisotopes for cancer 
treatment. The exchange 
is supposed to take place 
in no less than one year. 
Ahmadinejad, clearly fishing 
for support, also congratula-
ted Turkey, which has been 
in a war of words with Israel 
since the Israeli attack on an 
aid flotilla on May 31.

The Israeli attack, 
condemned but without any 
sanctions so far, combined 
with the renewed sanctions 
against Iran can be an explo-
sive cocktail in international 
relations to say the least…

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]
UN declares (economic) war on Iran

Silence is golden]

Nita Deerpalsing
 on Radio One: 

“Pravind Jugnauth has 
the right to invite whoever 
he wants to his press confe-

rence. That has nothing 
to do with freedom of the 

press.”

Well said ]

Sir Anerood Jugnauth 
in his presentation of the 
Government Programme 
2010-2015: “Government 
is committed to supporting 

the fundamental rights 
of all citizens, including 

privacy rights and freedom 
of expression. A plural, fair 
and independent media is 

an essential component of a 
democratic system.”

Revolutionary guards,right, in Tehran for the celebration of the president’s 
re-election last year.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Jean-Luc EMILE
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What makes 
us young?

Monday evening. I’m cruising through Curepipe’s 
cold streets. The traffic, as I most hate it, loud and 
slow.  For once, my windows are up…lest I lose some 
of that John Legend’s soulful music amidst the bla-
ring horns. I am musing on the fact that this subject 
could be penned from several viewpoints. But my 
thoughts go back to decades ago, to Curepipe’s fateful 
tryst with our country’s first political assassination; 
Azor Adelaide’s martyrdom reminding me that being 
young back in 1971 also meant risking one’s life. 

The condescending way in which the present young 
generation is viewed shall be the first of my themes. 
An outer view would thus be a good starting point; 
how our more seasoned peers tend to view GenYers 
as self-obsessed whiners that sulk all the time, that 
are more concerned with their latest Facebook ava-
tars than the numerous societal wrongs they witness 
every single day, believing that they know best when 
all they’ve done is put their minds to sleep. Too of-
ten are we seen as modern Oblomovs…unwilling 
to do much, caught in indecision… Our critics are 
partly justified.

For the current Mauritius’s absence of ideologies 
and celebration of status quo should also be attribu-
ted to those at its helm… those that were brimming 
with leftist ideals back in the 70s.

And this is what reassures me. The Che-inebriated 
generation so long touted as the creators of a new 
world order are also those that left their dreams for 
the comfort of capitalism. Maybe, and I’m hoping that 
this is the case, our less vocal young generation might 
have a more telling change on the society. For has 
anything changed for real? Sartre has been replaced 
by Houellebecq, Rock has been replaced by Hip Hop 
and racism is still ubiquitous. The form of rebellion 
has certainly changed, but the philosophy has sustai-
ned the test of time.

● Youth gone wild?
What should be of real concern to those who care 

and have the ability to change things is the rotten 
state of some of our country’s academic institutions, 
meant to act as vivier d’idées. How on university cam-
puses across the island, racism is openly preached and 
practised during election time; how the vulnerability 
of young minds has not been alleviated with the grea-
ter imparting of moral values and education on the 
myriad of cultures gracing our land; how meritocracy 
is often forgotten and forsaken by young graduates 
whose first instinct is to use the easiest and cheapest 
of moves to secure a monthly paycheck…

● Everyone is the age of their heart.  
(Guatemalan Proverb)
But being young is not solely about age. That which 

makes us youthful is also that which prevents us from 
falling prey to fear. And it is fright that manacles our 
minds, that turns well irrigated brains into dried 
ones, which makes us see change as an insurmoun-
table hurdle and that forces us to see a foe in the one 
who is different. But being young is most importantly 
about being true to one’s human values and being to-
lerant of others.

Here’s my appeal to the naysayers: Understand 
that the youth of today has its share of contradictions. 
The pettifogger deeply engrossed in trying to increase 
the number of virtual friends and the thinker trying to 
change the world. Helping the second of these facets 
to bloom would do our Motherland a lot of good.

And here’s my advice to my young comrades: You 
don’t age unless you choose to…

Column]
By  Chetan Ramchurn 
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Piracy costs around 250 
million US dollars per year and 
more and more, it is affecting the 
economies of the Island States 
of the Indian Ocean. During 
the 25th Africa-France Sum-
mit, held in Nice on May 31, Dr. 
Navin Ramgoolam, very rightly 
pointed out that “piracy has led to 
an increase in the cost of insurances 
which in turn is translated into a 
rise in the price of our imported 
goods”. He called for an increased 
collaboration between Mauritius 
and France in order to fi ght this 
growing maritime phenomenon; 
both countries are already com-
bining efforts through the Indian 
Ocean Commission. Mauritius 
is now presiding over the sub-re-
gional organization and one can 
expect an increased focus on the 
nexus between maritime safety 
and security and the develop-
ment in the sub-region. 

In the same line, India is 
also discussing greater security 
and economic cooperation with 
Seychelles. India has been imple-
menting a more intimate security 
grid with the Maldives, Mauritius 
and Seychelles as these countries 
are vulnerable in the absence of 
maritime domain awareness and 
adequate fi repower. 

Recently senior offi cials from 
Djibouti, Kenya, Mauritius, Mo-
zambique, Seychelles, South 
Africa and senior Representa-
tives of the US, EU and several 
international organizations (AU, 
INTERPOL and UNODC) 
also discussed on a regular ba-
sis the threat and challenges of 
MSS in the Indian Ocean and 
they all agreed that the region is 
particularly affected because of 
lack of resources to confront the 
growing maritime menace. 

Threats over 
and above the 
Somali pirates

As we know, the maritime 
domain is a space of evolving 
geo-strategic importance. Africa 
generally and the Indian Ocean 
in particular have been particu-
larly affected by maritime threats.  
In order to begin to address ma-
ritime threats and challenges 
through the development of a 
maritime strategy, it is critical to 

assess and prioritize those threats 
and challenges.  

According to several experts 
and the regional authorities, over 
and above piracy in Somalia, 
maritime threats include speci-
fi c operational issues across the 
spectrum of maritime activities 
that can be measured in real 
losses and opportunity costs.  
These types of threats include 
illegal, unreported and unregula-
ted (IUU) fi shing; resource theft, 
including oil bunkering; traffi c-
king of goods, including arms 
and narcotics; money launde-
ring; climate change and coastal 
erosion; and environmental de-
gradation, which includes illegal 
dumping (including toxic waste), 
pollution, and oil and chemical 
spills, among others.  

Beyond these “tangible 
operational” threats, there are 
also “institutional” threats and 
challenges, which are more 
often of a structural nature.  
These include endemic po-
verty and high unemployment, 
food insecurity, political insta-
bility, confl ict and corruption.  
Though these issues may seem 
removed from the immediate 
maritime domain, they have 
a very real and tangible effect 
on MSS. 

Why we need 
in the Indian   

A G A I N S T  P I R A C Y  A N D  O T H E R  T H R E A T S

Navin Ramgoolam 
recently underlined the 
interplay between 
maritime safety and 
security (MSS) and the 
development in the 
sub-region. Mauritius 
could now use the Indian 
Ocean Commission to 
conduct an audit of the 
maritime capacities of the 
Indian Ocean, so as to 
better engage 
international stakeholders.

Over and above the Somali pirates, there a
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 Illegal fi shing 
is killing Africa

According to Dr. Andre 
Le Sage, Senior Research Fel-
low for Africa at the Institute 
for National Strategic Studies, 
“IUU fi shing is a primary Afri-
can maritime security concern. 
Global annual losses to IUU 
fi shing are estimated at $10 to 
$23 billion, with estimates for 
sub-Saharan Africa totaling $1 
billion per year.” Citing UN and 
British reports, he added that 
IUU fi shing now represents ap-
proximately 15–20 percent of 
all catches along Africa’s Indian 
Ocean coast. This is a lucrative 
business: in Somalia, illegal 
fi shing in tuna and shrimp can 
net $94 million per year. 

The UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organization estimates that 
200 million Africans rely on fi sh 
for nutri tion, 10 million rely on 
fi shing for income and some 
coastal nations could increase 
their Gross National Product 
(GNP) up to 5 percent with 
effective fi sheries regula tion. 

The conference of minis-
ters on maritime safety and 
security acknowledged that to 
the direct and indirect threats, 

a comprehensive strategy should 
encompass the emerging chal-
lenges to address the threats. 
Hence the expansion of the 
maritime domain and the un-
der-surveillance by states of their 
territorial waters, the inability of 
many states to outfi t and sustain a 
maritime force in terms of human 
and physical resources; the poor 
coordination and communication 
between stakeholders in the mari-
time domain, and the (previous?) 
lack of political will in government 
to prioritize and commit resources 
to the maritime domain. All these 
challenges, mostly institutio-
nal, make it harder to confront 
the threats. 

As the maritime threats af-
fect a broad and diverse group 
of individuals, from Seychelles 
to Mauritius, from Mozambique 
to Maldives, it is vital for each 
country to develop a national ma-
ritime safety and security strategy, 
before comparing notes to adopt 
a regional strategy. From the in-
dividual citizen to national, regio-
nal and international bodies with 
responsibility for the maritime 
domain, to a variety of private or-
ganizations with specifi c interest 
in maritime issues and security, 
the group of stakeholders that a 

country can interact is numerous. 
In the Indian Ocean Commission, 
Mauritius can generate momen-
tum in the enhancement of ma-
ritime safety and security in the 
sub-region. 

U n -
dersco-
r i n g 
t h e 
i m -
p o r -
tance of 
the mari-
time domain 
for sustained 
economic develop-
ment, like Prime Mi-
nister Ramgoolam 
did, is a fi rst major 
step. Initiating the 
creation of national 
maritime safety and 
security strategies by 
conducting audits of 
maritime capacities in 
the operational, fi nan-
cial, legal and regulatory 
domains could be the 
second one…if we want 
to develop action plans 
to make adjustments 
where needed. 

Nad SIVARAMEN

 a maritime strategy 
 Ocean…

Several maritime security analysts believe that the mi-
salignment of maritime security forces hinders states’ 
ability to properly address maritime security threats. 
The reason for this misalignment is that African states, 
during the Cold War, relied on external powers to pro-
tect their maritime domain. And they have historically 
tasked their armies to defend the land, shying away 
from the sea. However, times have changed. In Mauri-
tius, for instance, members of the Special Mobile Force 
could be asked to focus on coastal security instead. 
They could help the coast guards fi ght organized crime 
(which includes gun-running, smuggling, drug traffi c-
king, the destruction of maritime resources through 
dumping and pollution). 
Governments must properly identify threats and ap-
propriately allocate resources to address them. Another 
possibility could be the setting up of a unifi ed maritime 
force to protect the South-West Indian Ocean with of-
fi cers from Mauritius, Seychelles, Maldives, Comoros, 
Reunion, Madagascar…This unifi ed front should be 
able to attract more attention and collaboration from 
international stakeholders.

are numerous maritime threats that need to be addressed at both national and sub-regional levels.

A regional coast guard
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Karen SMYTHE
Trainer in “Speak up for Sports”

● Karen, what exactly is your 
visit about?

I am here to give a series of workshops, 
organized by Change Act, to try and give 
athletes the life-skills need to be able to 
speak in public.

● Is it your fi rst visit to Mauritius?
No, it is my tenth. I fi rst came here 

in 1995 as Vice-president of the Junior 
Chamber International and have been co-
ming back since to deliver training mainly 
in the hospitality area.

● What do you exactly specialize in?
Communication and Emergenetics. 

● Sorry?!
(laughter) Emergenetics is a fi eld 

which deals with thinking and behavioural 
profi ling. We analyse how people think and 
behave and help them work together. 

● How do you do that in practical 
terms?

We fi rst carry out a profi ling exercise 
of all the staff members of a particular or-
ganization prior to the training. We then 
divide them into groups based on their 
profi le results and work with them on 
how to communicate better with those 
who are different to them in terms of 
thinking and behaviour. 

We also help on various group projects, 
constructing a perfect team, taking into ac-
count all the attributes. When staff mem-
bers are new to the team, this exercise also 
helps them bond with the rest of the team. 
We also provide training in leadership and 
time management. 

● Because you go from the pre-
mise that people who think differently 
behave differently and manage their 
time differently?

Exactly. And there is no perfect way 
and nothing wrong with the different 
ways people think and organize their 
time. It is just that everyone of us needs 
to know how to work with people who are 
different to us.

● So, people who are similar in 
thinking and behaviour work together 
better? 

Absolutely.

● What happens when people 
have a different thinking and/or be-
haviour? Do they ever reach a com-
promise?

That is what we train them to do. And 
once that compromise you are talking 
about has been reached, there is better un-
derstanding between staff members. They 
improve their communication and the way 
they work together.

● The Speak up for Sports seems 
a different training altogether. Is it 
new? 

No, I have been training people face-

to-face for the last six years. What is new is 
that there is now an online version.

● Is the training now done online?
Now people have a choice. They can 

choose face-to-face, online or a combina-
tion of both. 

● Is the online programme more 
popular?

People tend to do the online pro-
gramme and for additional help, they opt 
for face-to-face group or individual trai-
ning. We work around their time and our 
time is quite fl exible.

● You have presumably been wor-
king on this kind of training in Aus-
tralia. What constitutes your target 
audience?

Athletes of all types: boxing, athletics, 
swimming, orienteering, rugby etc.

● And do the people you train 
represent Australia on an internatio-
nal level or they perform on the local 
scene.

Both. The information is the same. The 
skills required are the same whether people 
perform nationally or internationally.

● And what are you hoping to 
achieve in Mauritius?

Let people know that the programme 
is available and work with different orga-
nizations and sports people to help them 
achieve the targets. It is a programme 
which has been highly successful in Aus-
tralia. Athletes need to build up their confi -
dence and know to speak in public. We will 
help them do that. 

● Why do you think it is essential 
for our athletes to know how to speak 
in public? 

All athletes have to be all-rounders. 
They have to be able to give coherent 
answers. They should be able to repre-
sent themselves and their country pro-
fessionally.  

● Do you honestly think that buil-
ding confi dence and being able to 
give coherent answers can be achie-
ved in a couple of workshops? Surely, 
it is a linguistic problem which will 
take time to solve.

I agree. But at least after the workshop, 
athletes will be able to say more than ‘yes’ 
or ‘no’. They would know how to behave 
and realize how much their behaviour is 
linked to sponsorship and advancement. 

It is amazing to see the tramnsformation 
between the beginning and the end of 
the course. Some of our clients come in 
with no linguistic skills at all and they leave 
being able to make a 5-minute presenta-
tion in front of an audience.

● And can confi dence be built in 
a few hours?

It is a 20-hour course. And I can 
assure you that people do come out 
a lot better. 

● You do realize that as far 
as sports are concerned, we 
are not exactly a reference. 
So, few of our athletes will 
ever have to stand up on 
an international podium 
and speak.

This course is not just for those who 
stand on an international podium. It is also 
for athletes to be able to represent themselves, 
look for sponsorship and build confi dence.

Interview by
Touria PRAYAG

Clients leave being 
able to make a 

5-minute 
presentation
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Zimbabwe short 
of power funds
Zimbabwe is failing to 
attract funds to build new 
power stations and upgrade 
existing ones because of 
continuing investor fears, 
despite the end of years 
of political turmoil after 
forming a power-sharing 
government.
Energy and Power Deve-
lopment Minister, Elias 
Mudzuri, told reporters 
earlier this week that the 
country was producing 
1,100 megawatts, less than 
half of the 2,700 MW 
required.
Mudzuri said the govern-
ment was inviting indepen-
dent power producers to 
invest in the country’s elec-
tricity sector, but investors 
were not forthcoming.
“We are ready to give new 
licences to such ventures. 
This will help us to have 
new power plants to enable 
us deliver adequate power 
to the whole nation,” 
he said.
“To be honest with you, 
there are no concrete 
commitments. People 
have made enquiries 
... some have signed 
MOUs(memoranda 
of understanding),” 
Mudzuri said.

Gold to add 
$340 million 
to Mali budget

Gold mining will contri-
bute a record high of 166 
billion CFA francs to Mali’s 
budget this year, the West 
African country’s president 
said on Wednesday, up from 
130 billion francs 
in 2009.
Mali, the continent’s third 
biggest gold producer after 
South Africa and Ghana, is 
trying to develop its mining 
industry to take advan-
tage of high metal prices 
on world markets. Mali’s 
annual government income 
is estimated at around 
$1.5 billion.
Mali is also due to become 
Africa’s newest iron ore 
producer this year when 
India’s Sahara Mining 
starts output at the Tienfala 
project.
“There have been disco-
veries of iron ore ... whose 
explotation will begin with 
a large Indian company,”   
President Amadou Touma-
ni Toure told reporters.
He also said fi rms were 
working on oil projects, but 
he could give no details 
of when production 
might begin.

B U S I N E S S

The sugar harvest 2010 
starts this week, with a strike threat 
rumbling in the background. Ar-
tisans and labourers, through 
their respective trade unions, have 
set the ball rolling in a letter sent 
to professor Ved Prakash Torul, 
chairperson of the Commission 
of Conciliation and Mediation 
(CCM), dated June 8th. He pro-
posed, last Friday, a 20% pay rise 
in favour of manual workers, in a 
report submitted to the Mauritius 
Sugar Producers’ Association and 
the unions. Whilst the workers 
accepted his proposal on Sunday 
last, the employers rejected the 
quantum and decided to refer the 
case to the Employers’ Relations Tri-
bunal (ERT).

A year-long battle between 
the 5 500 workers and the MSPA 
ended, once again, in a deadlock. 
Trade unions initially asked for 
a 45% pay rise across the board. 
They later dampened their de-
mands to 35%, but arguing that 
the sugar industry is profi table, 
and paying shareholders divi-

dends to the tune of Rs 1, 4 billion 
paid to shareholders in crop year 
2010. However, the MSPA has 
put forward two main reasons. 
Firstly, the sugar sector is incur-
ring losses, and secondly artisans 
and labourers’ wages rose by 65% 
% and 92% respectively from 
2000 to 2009. The CCM step-
ped in to mediate. Unfortunately, 
its proposal has not been accepted 
by both parties.

The MSPA held a press 
conference on Tuesday explai-
ning, amongst others, that the pro-
posal is not binding, hence seeking 
the services of an independent 
arbitrator to come forward with 
a fi nal fi gure. “Given this offi cial 
stand of the MSPA (…) and their 
unwillingness to try to fi nd a rea-
sonable agreement with agricultural 
and non-agricultural workers (…), 
the four unions are hereby informing 
you that we are not electing to refer 
to the said labour disputes to volun-
tary arbitration”, the trade unions 
stated in the letter.

Quoting the Employment Re-

lations Act, they informed that two 
strike ballots will be held during 
the month of June in order to have 
the numbers allowing them to go 
ahead with their strike. “It’s going 
to be a lose-lose situation,” Jean Li 
Yuen Fong, director of the MSPA 
commented on Tuesday, as he fee-
ls that the strike is going to affect 
(or disrupt the sugar harvest) and 

employees engaged in the indus-
trial action will not be paid.

Bad news hence continue 
in the sector as the 2010 harvest 
is expected to stand at 450 000 
tonnes (down 3,7%) and much 
lower receipts per ton of sugar 
(Rs 13 000).

K.B

The Duty Free Island 
is back

The presidential address 
on the government programme 
2010-2015 held on Tuesday last 
brings back a concept dear to 
the current Finance minister, 
Pravind Jugnauth: transfor-
ming the country into a duty 
free island. On the economic 
forefront, Sir Anerood Jugnauth 

announced that the government 
will accelerate the democratiza-
tion of the economy, will phase 
out the National Pay Council, 
introduce further fi scal reforms 
and set up an Integrated Tax Ad-
ministration System.

The idea of making Mauri-
tius a duty free island was fi rst 

announced in the 2005/2006 
budget presented in April 2005, 
by the then Finance minister…
Pravind Jugnauth. “The idea is to 
create a new and unprecedented dy-
namism in the economy for invest-
ment and to take a big step forward 
on the full employment growth 
path,” he said at that time. He 

estimated that the project would 
materialize over a period of four 
years.  The MMM/MSM alliance 
lost the general elections held la-
ter that year. Now that Pravind 
Jugnauth is back as the minister 
of fi nance, the duty free island is 
back on track.

Such a concept aims main-
ly at inciting tourists to spend 
more money during their 
stay in the country on impor-
ted branded clothing, leather, 
jewelry, sportswear, electronics 
and cosmetics. Achieving such 
a goal depends on the buildings 
of proper shopping centres and 
malls. Such projects are cropping 
up along the motorway, mostly 
from the capital to the airport: 
the Patel Neotown at Les Salines, 
ENL Property’s Bagatelle Mall 
of Mauritius, EbèneCity Mall of 
Mauritius and an unnamed pro-
ject by the Currimjee group close 
to the airport.

However, in 2005, the world 
economy was in good shape. To-
day, tourist arrivals are shrinking. 
Due to the fi nancial crisis in Eu-
rope, our main market, tourists 
are opting for cheap last-minute 
bookings. Wait and see…

Kamlesh BHUCKORY

Sugar sector, pay negociations 
turn strike-sour

The idea is to create a new and unprecedented dynamism in the economy.
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“It’s going to be a lose-lose situation,” says the MSPA.
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The Attorney General, 
Yatin Varma, and La Sen-
tinelle Group may reach 
an out-of-court settlement 
by tomorrow. La Sentinelle 
Group had petitioned the 
Supreme Court for a writ 
of injunction against the 
government. The group 

had sought this legal re-
dress on the 31 May after 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance 
barred a Radio One journa-
list from attending a press 
conference he was holding 
at Government House. 
The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Arvind Boolell 
followed suit this week 
when he caused a photo-
grapher of l’express to be 
barred from an agreement 
signing ceremony between 
France and Mauritius on 
Tromelin Island.

No offi cial reason has as 
yet been given for the os-
tracism of journalists of La 
Sentinelle Group, including 
amongst other publications, 
l’express, l’express dimanche, 
5 Plus and Radio One. 

La Sentinelle Group, in 
its petition, says that barring 
its journalists from press 
conferences and other func-
tions held by ministers is 
an infringement of sections 
12 and 16 of the Mauritian 
constitution. (See insert on 
the protection of freedom of 
expression and the protec-

tion from discrimination).
If ever the out-of-court 

agreement is signed today 
between the two parties, it 
would mean a speedy resolu-
tion of the dispute. Journalists 
from the group would be gua-
ranteed access to press confe-
rences and other ceremonies 
held by government ministers 
and parastatal bodies. This 
development cropped up this 
week after the La Sentinelle 
Group modifi ed its petition 
to ask for a writ of injunction 
against the Attorney General 
instead of the governement. 

An out-of-court agreement, 
which forms part of ADR (Al-
ternate Dispute Resolution) 
is the latest world tendency. 
Courts around the world are 
asking parties to settle their dis-
pute out of court as far as pos-
sible. However, in case of an 
out-of-court agreement, there 
will not be any interpretation 
by Justice Domah of section 12 
of the Mauritian constitution 
pertaining to the “protection of 
freedom of expression.” 

Despite the presence of 
this section in our consti-
tution, which guarantees, 

inter alia,  the “freedom to 
hold opinions and to receive 
and impart ideas and infor-
mation without interference, 
and freedom from interference 
with his correspondence,” the 
Mauritian press was subjec-
ted to severe censorship 
in the seventies. This 
censorship could 
not be challenged 
in court because it 
was installed un-
der section 18 of 
our constitution: 
“derogations from 
fundamental rights 
and freedoms under 
emergency powers”as 
Mauritius was li-
ving under public 
emergency.

Cases around 
the world

In fact, court 
cases, rulings and interpretation 
of the Constitution and legisla-
tions on the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of the press 
by courts throughout the world 
have clarifi ed, made explicit the 
degree of freedom and right of 

The Supreme Court of Mauritius.

Section 12 
of the Mauritian constitution
Protection of freedom of expression
(1). Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the 
enjoyment of his freedom of expression, that is to say, freedom to hold 
opinions and to receive and impart ideas and information without in-
terference, and freedom from interference with his correspondence.
(2). Nothing contained or done under the authority of any law shall be 
held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the 
extent that the law in question makes provision – 
(a). in the interest of defence, public safety, public order, public morality 
or public health 
(b). for the purpose of protecting the reputations, rights and freedoms 
of other persons or the private lives of persons concerned in legal pro-
ceedings, preventing the disclosure of information received in confi -
dence, maintaining the authority and independence of the courts, or 
regulating the technical administration or the technical operation of 
telephony, telegraphy, posts, wireless broadcasting, television, public 
exhibitions or public entertainments; 
(c). for the imposition of restrictions upon public offi cers, except so far 
as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under its autho-
rity is shown not to be reasonably justifi able in a democratic society.

The legal dispute between the government and “La Sentinelle” Group: 

towards an out of court  
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access that the press must enjoy. 
These rulings have also instiga-
ted governments to pass new 
legislations pertaining to the 
freedom of the press. 

Such was the case, for 
example, in India where the 
Indian Right to Information 
Act was passed by the Indian 
Parliament on 15 June 2005. 
This  act followed several 
Judgments of the Indian Su-
preme Court which  interpre-
ted the Indian Constitution 
to read Right to Information 
as the Fundamental Right as 
embodied in Right to Free-
dom of Speech and Expres-
sion and also in Right to Life.

In fact, it was as far back 
as 1734 that court cases star-
ted to shape the freedom of 
the press in the United States. 
It started when a Chief Jus-
tice under the name of De-
Lancey asked a grand jury 
to return indictments based 
on the law of “seditious libel”. 
This law was in fact “a law 
that allowed criminal punish-
ment of those whose statements 
impugned the authority and 
reputation of the government or 
religion, regardless of the truth 
of the statements.”  Governor 
Cosby, who was the target of 
criticism by the press, put up 
with the Journal’s attacks for 

two months before 
concluding that it 
must be shut down. 
The fi rst effort to si-
lence the Journal oc-
curred in January 1734 
when Chief Justice De-
Lancey asked a grand jury 
to return indictments based 
on the law of “seditious libel,” 
a law that allowed criminal 
punishment of those whose 
statements impugned the 
authority and reputation of 
the government or religion, 
regardless of the truth of 
the statements.

A real hurdle for the 
press! The jury refused to 
follow the judge. What the 
members of the jury did 
some three centuries ago has 
been the starting point of the 
freedom that has made the 
press a watchdog. Never-
theless, the freedom of the 
Mauritian press is also being 
monitored from abroad, es-
pecially from the United 
States where president Oba-
ma voted into law a bill to 
monitor the  freedom of the 
press around the world. (See 
insert on Obama).

Raj Jugernauth

16 Protection from discrimination
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The need 
for a Freedom 
of information 
Act
Anil Gayan, constitu-
tional lawyer, says that 
it would be better for 
Mauritius to press for 
a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. Such act exists 
in different forms in dif-
ferent countries. This 
legislation is used to de-
fi ne the extent to which 
journalists are free to 
gather and disseminate 
information.
“Usually government 
will, as it is the case 
in section 12 of our 
constitution, impose 
limits on journalists 
reporting on cases 
that might jeopar-
dize the internal se-
curity of the country, 
public health and 
safety etc. This is 
the case around the 
world in freedom of 
information act,” says 
Anil Gayan.

16

Obama’s message 
On the 17th May 2010, American president, Barack Obama 
signed the Freedom of the Press Act, dubbed the Daniel Pearl 
Freedom of the Press Act. Pravind Jugnauth and the Mau-
ritian Labour government had better take a closer look at 
president’s Obama’s speech on the signing of this bill into an 
act.Below is an excerpt from his speech on signing the bill : 
“What this act does is it sends a strong message from the 
United States government and from the State Department 
that we are paying attention to how other governments are 
operating when it comes to the press. It has the State Depart-
ment each year chronicling how press freedom is operating 
as one component of our human rights assessment, but it 
also looks at countries that are -- governments that are spe-
cifi cally condoning or facilitating this kind of press repres-
sion, singles them out and subjects them to the gaze of world 
opinion in ways that I think are extraordinarily important.
Oftentimes without this kind of attention, countries and go-
vernments feel that they can operate against the press with 
impunity. And we want to send a message that they can’t”, 
says Obama.

(1). Subject to 
subsections 
(4), (5), and 
(7), no law 
shall make 
provision that 
is discrimina-

tory either of it-
self or in its effect.

(2). Subject to subsections 
(6), (7), and (8), no person shall be treated in a 
discriminatory manner by any person acting in 
the performance of any public function confer-

red by any law or otherwise in the performance 
of the function of any public offi ce or any public 
authority.
(3). In this section, “discriminatory” means af-
fording different treatment to different persons 
attributable wholly or mainly to their respective 
description by race, caste, place of origin, political 
opinions, colour, creed or sex, whereby persons of 
one such description are subjected to disabilities 
or restrictions to which persons of another such 
description are not made subject or are accorded 
privileges or advantages that are not accorded to 
persons of another such description.



Over the past fi ve 
years since its 
creation, the Col-
lectif Arc-en-Ciel 

has organised Rainbow Week 
to fi ght discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. Each 
year, the event includes the 
symbolical Gay Pride march 
and for the past four years, 
the cinema has been used 
as a medium to transmit a 
message about homophobia 
and the diffi culties faced by 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender (LGBT) 
community. Nathalie Ahnee, 
president of the Collectif 
Arc-en-Ciel, says that they 
are quite pleased about the 
turnout at the events, inclu-
ding the LGBT fi lm festival, 
“Mauritius is the only country 
in the Indian Ocean region to 
organise such a festival and 
this was the fourth edition. 
This year the festival was es-
pecially dedicated to French 
producer Mr. Boti. We had a 
good response compared to last 
year. The event takes place over 
3 evenings, and we had a good 
crowd everyday,” she adds. 
The Rainbow Week events 
have attracted an interes-
ting mix of people. Those 
who might expect to fi nd 
only people from the LGBT 
community would be sur-
prised to fi nd that hetero-
sexual families, friends and 
well-wishers all joined in 
the event. Nathalie Ahnee 
says, “The aim of the march 

is to show that we are not in a 
ghetto. We are open to everyone, 
and even within the Collectif, 
there are people who are hete-
rosexual. The message is that 
whatever a person’s sexual 
orientation, we can all live to-
gether and respect each other. 
I’m going to use the word diffe-
rent, although I don’t like that 
term very much. But at the end 
of the day, we are not all the 
same, but we are all Mauri-
tians and we all live together.”

Perceptions 
and prejudices

Nathalie Ahnee explains 
that the fi rst time they tried 
to organise a gay pride event, 
they contacted all the muni-
cipalities of the country for 
permission to hold the march. 
Only two municipalities res-
ponded favourably and the 
fi rst parade took place in Beau 
Bassin/ Rose-Hill. The success 
of the event was a surprise 
even to the members of the 
Collectif, bringing together 
around 600 supporters. “It 
was a very powerful event, which 
had an impact in Mauritius, but 
also abroad,” says Nathalie Ah-
nee. She believes that the world 
is watching Mauritius and that 
such parades are important for 
the image of Mauritius. “The 
fi ght that we are leading is to 
give Mauritius a positive image, 
because we love our country,” 
she adds.

Prejudice is the main 
problem. Homophobia is ex-
pressed in many forms inclu-
ding jokes, insults, physical 
violence and discrimination 
in the workplace. A publi-
cation released last year by 
Collectif Arc-en-Ciel to raise 
awareness on homosexuality 
aims at breaking down the 
stereotypes which may be 
associated with the person’s 
looks, personality or their 
sexual behaviour. The Col-
lectif also has a similar pu-
blication that targets parents 
and helps them deal with the 
revelation that their child 
is homosexual. Something 
which is never easy for ei-
ther side of the family. Na-
thalie Ahnee says that they 
hope their work will change 
the way people perceive ho-
mosexuals. “We are not here 
to convince people that homo-
sexuality is good. We can’t force 
people to believe that and we’re 
not trying to ‘convert’ anyone. 
But we want people to unders-
tand that gay people can be 
victims of homophobic acts, on-
ly because of their sexual orien-
tation. We want homosexuals to 
be respected and get the support 
they need,” she adds.

Seeking legal 
recognition

One of the biggest chal-
lenges faced by Collectif 
Arc-en-Ciel and the LGBT 
community is that of setting 
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The colours of the 
rainbow stood out 
brightly in Rose Hill last 
weekend as the 
‘Collectif Arc-en-Ciel’ 
organised the country’s 
fi fth Rainbow Parade, 
better known as Gay 
Pride. Less than 
a decade ago, such a 
manifestation in the 
streets of the country 
would have been 
unthinkable. Is the 
taboo breaking down? 

The rain  

The Gay Pride march gives the LGBT co

The colours of the 
rainbow symbolise 
respect for diversity 
and inclusion.
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up a legal framework which 
protects people from discrimi-
nation. According to Nathalie 
Ahnee, when the Collectif was 
launched fi ve years ago, there 
was no legislation that even 
acknowledged the existence 
of homosexuals in Mauritius. 
The absence of legal protec-
tion meant that they could 
not defend themselves if 
they were the victims of 
discrimination. She says, 
“Since the existence of the 
Collectif, things have chan-
ged, because there is at least 

one law in force, the Employ-
ment Rights Act, which mentions 
sexual orientation as one of the 
possible areas of discrimination. 
We’re still waiting for the second 
law to be promulgated, that is, 
the Equal Opportunities Bill.”

For example, if a person 
were fi red because of his or 
her sexual orientation, such 
laws would allow them to 
complain that their rights were 
being violated.  Nathalie Ah-
nee argues that all the rights 

that are gained for the LGBT 
community would also benefi t 
heterosexuals. “Discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation 
has two sides to it. It’s about 
discrimination against homo-
sexuals but also about discri-
mination against heterosexuals. 
Let’s imagine a scenario for 
example, that a bar is owned by 
a homosexual and his employees 
are all homosexuals. He could 
refuse to employ someone who is 
heterosexual and that would be 
discrimination too!”

Homosexual couples in 
Mauritius do not benefi t from 
the same rights as a hetero-
sexual couple. They currently 
do not have legal recogni-
tion and cannot get married, 
adopt a child, or inherit from 
each other. Neither can they 
ask for alimony in case of a 
separation. Nathalie Ahnee 
gives a few examples of the 
rights that they are fi ghting 
for. “There are lesbian women 
who have children and who live 
as couples. The biological mo-

ther has rights over the child, 
but her partner has none. Let’s 
say that the child was hurt and 
had to be admitted to a clinic 
or hospital in the absence of 
the biological mother. The par-
tner would be helpless because 
she has no legal rights over the 
child. In case of separation, the 
partner would also be unable 
to ask for visiting rights, even 
if she has helped raise the child 
for many years.”

 While the laws may make 
a difference by acknowled-
ging the existence and rights 
of homosexuals, would people 
really come forward and 
make use of the legislation? 
Social pressures and fear of 
ridicule may mean that most 
people would prefer to suf-
fer discrimination in silence. 
Nathalie Ahnee explains, 
“The homosexual community 
has been living in hiding for so 
many years. The subject is taboo 
and it was easier to accept when 
it was invisible. Homosexuals 
still have a lot of trouble accep-

ting themselves as they are and 
asking for their rights. There are 
a lot of victims of discrimina-
tion in Mauritius but they do 
not dare come forward. Saying 
that you are a victim, means 
saying that you are homosexual, 
and most people fi nd it very dif-
fi cult to do that,” adds Natha-
lie. There have nevertheless 
been mediatised cases, like 
that of Ravinee and Gemma, 
a young lesbian couple that 
suffered serious forms of dis-
crimination. Nathalie Ahnee 
hopes that the younger gene-
ration will dare to speak up 
and acknowledge their own 
identities. She says, “All these 
things may seem futile to people, 
but these are problems that 
make life diffi cult. Why should 
two people who love each other 
and want to be together not 
have the same rights as others 
because they are homosexuals?”

Melissa LOUIS

LGBT rights 
around the 
world 

LGBT rights vary 
greatly around the 
world, as the is-
sue remains highly 
controversial in many 
countries. Homo-
sexuality is illegal in 
all African countries, 
with the exception of 
South Africa, which 
passed a law legalizing 
gay and lesbian unions 
in 2006. There was a 
recent outcry over the 
Anti-Homosexuality 
Bill in Uganda, which 
proposed the death 
penalty for gay Ugan-
dans. The controver-
sial bill has not been 
passed because of 
intense international 
pressure.
In the UK, legisla-
tion came into force 
in December 2005 
giving same-sex 
couples in registered 
partnerships simi-
lar rights to married 
couples, in areas such 
as pensions, property, 
social security, and 
housing. Laws in the 
UK make discrimi-
nation on the basis 
of sexual orientation 
and gender identity                                                                                           
illegal  in housing, 
employment and the 
provision of goods and 
services. 
In the United States, 
homosexuality has 
been legalised na-
tionwide since 2003. 
Nevertheless, the laws 
regulating same sex 
marriages vary from 
state to state, and the 
same is true of laws 
related to adoption. 
In South America, the 
first gay civil union 
took place in Argen-
tina in 2003, giving 
legal rights similar to 
those for heterosexual 
couples, but excluding 
adoption and inheri-
tance rights. Argenti-
na is the first country 
in Latin America to 
allow such unions. 
More recently, India 
passed a historic ru-
ling legalising homo-
sexuality in 2009. The 
ruling overturned a 
148 year-old colonial 
law that made homo-
sexual acts punishable 
by a 10-year prison 
sentence. 

Photos : Vijay DHUNPUTH

bow’s pride

ommunity the opportunity to ask for their rights.
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Eighty students from forty-six 
countries across the world, inclu-
ding Mauritius, came together at 
the English Speaking Union’s 29th 
International Public Speaking Com-
petition (IPSC) on 21st May 2010 
at the HSBC Headquarters in Lon-
don. The event helps foster inter-
cultural dialogue through the art of 
public speaking in English. It gives 
the young representatives of each 
country the chance to learn from 
each other and raise issues that are 
of concern to their individual nations, 
but also have global implications. 
This year the theme of the compe-
tition was Speculation on Our Future.

In Mauritius, as in the other 
countries, everything begins with a 
local Public Speaking Competition. 
This year, the event was held between 
January and March 2010 and involved 
102 secondary school students, inclu-
ding 9 from Rodrigues, a big step up 
from 55 participants in 2009.The lo-
cal competition comprises 6 regional 
heats, a semi-fi nal and a grand fi nal 
with the 8 most outstanding public 
speakers, from which the Mauritian 
representative is chosen. 

Sixteen year-old Advik Goorah, 
from St Esprit College won the na-
tional competition this year. He joi-
ned the other young people in the 
UK for the international competition 
and made it among the 6 finalists, 
delivering a speech entitled “Desi-
gner Babies: From Homo Sapiens to 
Homo Futurus”. In 2009, the Mau-
ritian representative Sebastien Ng 
Kuet Leong was the winner of the 
international event, a first for our 
country. This year, the IPSC was won 
by Moataz Elisrawi of Lebanon who 

will travel to Buckingham Palace in 
November to accept his award from 
Prince Phillip, President of the ESU. 

The competition gives young 
people the opportunity to practice 
and improve their skills in public 
speaking, encouraging the use of 

English as a tool of communication. 
Participants broaden their perspec-
tive on the world and make friends 
from around the globe. For many, 
the event can be a life altering expe-
rience that will give them the skills 
and confidence they need as they 

move towards adulthood. The En-
glish Speaking Union in Mauritius 
hopes that the event will continue 
to generate interest among young 
people across the country. 

Melissa LOUIS

Advik Goorah, 
Winner of the English-Speaking 
Union’s Public Speaking Compe-
tition in Mauritius. He represented 
the country at the international event 
in London in May and tells us about 
his experience. 

■ Can you tell us about the hi-
ghlights of your experience in Lon-
don? 

I was very impressed by the way the 
competition was organised in England. 

It brought together 80 young people 
in such an orderly way. I met so many 
people from around the world, from 
South America, Europe, Canada etc, 
and I was one of the youngest parti-
cipants. I really enjoyed London and I 
loved the programme they put together 
for us while we were there. We visited 
Kensington Palace and the BBC, where 
we learned about how they prepare and 
fi lm their programmes. I was really sur-
prised that many of the participants in 
the competition were really well trained 
in debating. This is something that they 
are encouraged to take part in from an 
early age, and I had never been involved 
in debating before. The ESU organised 
several debates for us, breaking us up 
into groups and getting us to discuss a 
variety of topics which I really enjoyed.

■ How did you prepare for the 
competition?

I worked hard to make sure that 
people would understand my speech 
easily. My mother helped me a lot and 
I got a lot of support from my scho-
ol too. It was important for me to be 
able to connect with the audience and 

humour was one of the areas I really 
worked on. When I presented my 
speech in England, I was really glad to 
see that many people told me that they 
enjoyed it. They understood my topic, 
they laughed at my jokes and the funny 
thing is that they were surprised. They 
kept asking me how I got the informa-
tion and how I could know such things. 
Many of them did not know much 
about Mauritius, so they realised that 
we do have access to many things. 

■ What have you gained from 
your participation in the competi-
tion? Do you feel you’ve changed 
after this experience? 

When I met the other young people 
in England, I found that many of them 
were alike in many ways. They had simi-
lar ways of thinking and speaking and 
making jokes, and at fi rst I felt strange 
because I was different. I soon realised 
that there was no reason to want to imi-
tate anyone. Originality works best and 
being Mauritian, I have my own style. 
When I decided to take part in the ESU 
competition, it was mostly to have a 
good extra-curricular record. I didn’t 

even know that I had public speaking 
skills and that I would be able to re-
late to an audience. I’ve realised now 
that nothing is impossible. I feel more 
confi dent, less self-conscious. There is 
no way I would have discovered my po-
tential without this competition.

■ What are you plans for the 
future?

Well I’m in Lower 6, so I still have a 
lot to do. The experience made me think 
about the future. People say you should 
become a lawyer or a doctor, but I would 
like to do something that would allow me 
to maintain this public speaking skill I have 
acquired. Why not do something you are 
good at? This experience will defi nitely 
infl uence my career choice. I made lots of 
friends at the competition and I will stay in 
touch with them. We’ve actually decided 
that we will meet again in 10 years! And 
if I travel to one of their countries, I’ll defi -
nitely go to see them. I’d like to thank the 
English Speaking Union for all their help 
and support in planning my trip. 

M. L

Questions to…

Building bridges through English

The Mauritian winner Advik Goorah takes his prize from the Director of the British Council at the local fi nals.
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Your Lordship,

I take the liberty of using the public 
media to address this letter to you as the is-
sues involved are of public importance and 
should meet with public scrutiny. I there-
fore apologise at the outset for my lack 
of decorum in  bypassing a more private 
means of ventilating my thoughts to you.

At a function hosted by the Bar As-
sociation yesterday , you announced that 
you had recommended to the President 
of the Republic, no less than 16 names of 
barristers to accede to the rank of Senior 
Counsel, and that such recommendation 
had been favourably entertained.  I would 
fi rst of all unreservedly congratulate you 
on your decision to proceed with these 
appointments as many of them are more 
than long overdue. I would also like to 
express my warmest and most sincere 
congratulations to each and every mem-
ber of the profession on whom this special 
honour has been bestowed – they are all 
my friends and colleagues at the bar and 
have justly deserved the recognition they 
are now receiving. I would however com-
ment on the opacity of the appointment 
exercise and the resulting perceptions of 
injustice and unfairness that permeate as 
a result of this lack of transparency.

Indeed, whilst we are all aware that 
a senior counsel (previously known as 
Queen’s Counsel or QC for short) is a se-
nior member of the bar who has earned 
respect and merit by reason of his exem-
plary track record over a number of years, 
it is less clear as to what these criteria are 
in benchmarking the standards required to 
be achieved by a prospective senior coun-
sel. In the absence of clear and transparent 
guidelines, one is left to surmise on a num-
ber of fundamental questions, including (i) 
the qualities having retained the attention 
of the selectors, (ii) the democracy of the 
selection exercise, (iii) the correctness of 
the information considered in the selection 
process, and (iv) the impartial treatment of 
all potential candidates. 

It is no doubt for this very reason that 
the United Kingdom and a number of 
Commonwealth countries, having judi-
cial systems like ours, have adopted clear 
procedures for the selection process of 
QC’s. As opposed to being handpicked 
at random, prospective QC’s in the Uni-
ted Kingdom are required to fi ll in clearly 
formulated questionnaires. The Queen 
Counsel Appointments (QCA) is the in-
dependent body in the United Kingdom 
which makes recommendations for QC’s 
from the Queen’s Counsel Selection Pa-
nel. The website of the QCA  defi nes the 
selection process as follows:

“ The award of Queen’s Counsel is for 
excellence in advocacy in the higher courts. It 
is made to experienced advocates, both bar-
risters and solicitors, who have higher rights 
of audience in the higher courts of England 
and Wales and have demonstrated the com-
petencies in the Competency Framework to 
a standard of excellence. “Advocacy” in-
cludes both oral and written advocacy before 
the higher courts, arbitrations and tribunals 
and equivalent bodies. There is no specifi c 
requirement as to the amount of in court or 

written advocacy, so long as there is suffi cient 
evidence for the Panel to reach a conclusion 
as to excellence in respect to each of the com-
petencies.”

The following guidelines are also is-
sued:

Combined with the revised compe-
tency framework, the revised process 
serves the public interest by offering a fair 
and transparent means of identifying ex-
cellence in advocacy in the higher courts.

The scheme:
1. places the competencies required 

of an advocate at the heart of the scheme
2. places selection in the hands of an 

independent selection panel
2. includes appreciable “lay” (non-

lawyer) membership and judicial mem-
bership on the selection panel.

4. includes a modern “self assessment” 
in relation to the competencies and en-
sures that the “self assessment” is taken into 
account at the stage of decision

5. contains no element of “automatic 
consultation” or “secret soundings”

6. addresses the problem of “visibility” 
by focusing the selection of references 
towards only those who have personally 
seen the candidate

7. takes references from judges, prac-
titioners, and professional clients, clients 
or client proxies

8. includes a face to face interview of 
the candidate, involving members of the 
Selection Panel

9. provides for the publication of in-
formation about the broad fi elds of law 
in which the candidate has demonstrated 
excellence as an advocate at the time of 
appointment

10. provides a mechanism for removal 
of the award for cause

11. provides arrangements for feed-
back to unsuccessful candidates, and for 
a complaints procedure.

12. is wholly self-fi nancing
Turning back to our local situation, it 

is impossible to determine the parameters 
of the recent selection process (since there 
was no prior call for applications), nor is 
it possible to state that the exercise was 
fairly conducted. It is also unclear to what 
extent active presence in court (i.e litiga-
tion practice) was a determining  factor, 
but I note that in the last selection exercise 
in the United Kingdom, 5 honorary silks 
were appointed by virtue of “their major 
contribution outside practice in court”. I 
shall venture to use my personal situation 
to illustrate my above contention:

1. I was called to the bar 25 years ago ; 
3 out 5 eligible candidates in my year have 
been appointed as Senior Counsel

2. I have been an active professional 
practitioner and have developed speciali-
sed skills in commercial and corporate law

3. I set up a  structured law fi rm on 
the island more than 10 years before the 
coming into operation of the Law Practi-
tioners’ (Amendment )Act 2008

4. My law fi rm was the fi rst domes-
tic law fi rm to be registered as a law fi rm 
with the coming into effect of the new law

5. I have been actively involved in re-
search and publication . I authored on my 
own, 2 major works, namely “Case law of 
Mauritius- A Compendium” and “Com-
pany Law of Mauritius” (in 2 editions). 

6. I have been actively involved in 
the continuing annual publication of the 
Mauritius Reports and have in associa-
tion with Lexis Nexis ,recently collabo-
rated with the Attorney General’s Offi ce 
to publish the Revised Laws of Mauritius

7. I have spoken as a Mauritian ex-
pert commercial lawyer and promoted 
the local legal profession at a number of 
international conferences, including the 
International Bar Association 

8. I am the head of a practice consis-
ting of a dozen lawyers and employing 
about 30 persons.

I must also strongly deplore the fact 
that no woman barrister has been ap-
pointed in the last selection exercise. It 
is a matter of regret that in a profession 
comprising of a number  of women judges 
and magistrates, and an increasing number 
of women practitioners, not a single wo-
man barrister has been found worthy of 
appointment as senior counsel to date. So 
much My Lord for equal opportunities !

Your Lordship may construe my 
above “contestation” as being a barely 
veiled attempt at securing a future ap-
pointment. To this, I would humbly state 
that I am fully conscious that in taking on 
the establishment in such a frontal way, 
I have voluntarily disqualifi ed myself for 
any future appointments. In any event 
My Lord, my motivation in bringing my 
great disappointment to the glare of the 
public eye is not to draw attention to my-
self, but to the injustice being caused to a 
number of deserving barristers who may 
never know why they cannot aspire to be 
Senior counsel.

Urmila

“… of blood , sweat and tears”
[ Friday 11 June  2010 • Insert N°4

Sixteen barristers have recently been appointed as Senior Counsels.

Open letter to the Honourable Chief Justice]

Not a single 
woman barrister 
has been found 

worthy of 
appointment as 
senior counsel

L
ibrary photo
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Free Gaza! Free Palestine!

Lalit members Alain Ah-Vee 
and I have participated in four 
solidarity actions in/near Palestine. 
When I went to Palestine in 2004 
and 2005, I witnessed with my own 
eyes the horror of living under oc-
cupation. I witnessed how it is a 
heroic feat for Palestinian people 
to get through the Israeli military 
checkpoints on Palestinian terri-
tory: to go to work, to visit relatives, 
for sick people to go to hospital, to 

attend a wedding, for farmers to 
cultivate their own land, for chil-
dren to go to school. Alain and I 
both witnessed how olive planta-
tions of Palestinian farmers were 
destroyed by the Israeli military. 
We saw with our own eyes how 
the Israeli State uses its own citizens 
as cannon fodder sending them 
to colonise Palestinian land then 
sending its army to supposedly 
protect them. People in Palestine 

asked us, international volunteers, 
to tell everyone in the world about 
the horror of military occupation. 
“Tell them what our life is like. Tell 
them to make their governments stop 
this atrocity,” they said. This is what 
we Lalit members Alain Ah-Vee 
and I, as the rest of internationals 
there, started doing. 

International support against 
the Israeli military occupation 
of Palestine grows as interna-

tional movements and actions 
strengthen. Last year, I, as a La-
lit member went to Cairo for 
the march to break the siege on 
Gaza. Since June 2007, Israel has 
intensifi ed its blockade of Gaza. 
Everyone remembers how the 
Israeli State bombarded Gaza 
for 22 days over the New Year in 
2008-09.  Since then, Israel has 
continued to block all the borders 
between Gaza and the outside 
world transforming Gaza itself 
into one big prison. So there is 
barely any food, medical supplies, 
and building material for recons-
truction after the destruction that 
the mostly-US-supplied arms 
have wrought. 80% of people 
depend on humanitarian aid to 
survive in Gaza. Last year, the 
Egyptian government cow-towing 
to the Israeli State closed off the 
Rafah border crossing to stop the 
march of 1,500 delegates from 40 
countries from entering Gaza.  

With experience, the interna-
tional movement becomes more 
inventive and determined in the 
struggle to liberate Palestine. This 
time round, a fl otilla of ships with 
some 750 international volunteers 
from 40 countries (including MP’s 
and a Nobel prize-winner) took a 
sea route to Gaza taking food, me-
dical supplies, cement etc. there. 
How did the Israeli State react? 
It attacked the ships on interna-
tional waters, beating, shooting 

and hooding ship passengers and 
murdered 9 people. It hijacked hu-
manitarian aid ships and kidnap-
ped passengers. It did this, knowing 
that the whole world was watching!

This barbarous act triggered 
protests worldwide. Egypt, howe-
ver much it habitually cow-tows, 
had to condemn the Israeli State 
and open up the Rafah border. 
Nicaragua broke diplomatic re-
lations with Israel, South Africa 
recalled its ambassador in Israel 
in protest and Israeli ambassa-
dors in a number of European 
countries were summoned. The 
Israeli State has been exposed as 
a bandit State worldwide. More 
and more people in the world and 
also in Israel are asking questions: 
Why this act of piracy? Why is the 
Israeli State opposing an indepen-
dent UN inquiry if it has nothing 
to hide? Why does the US conti-
nue to prop up this Bandit State? 
The myth of the Israeli State sup-
posedly acting to “protect the secu-
rity of its citizens” is crumbling. 

The international movement 
to break the siege and liberate Pa-
lestine grows and we, in Lalit, are 
part of it. Militants the world over 
are intensifying Boycott, Disinvest-
ment and Sanctions (BDS) cam-
paigns to stop the Israeli military 
occupation. And another fl otilla is 
in preparation. 

Ragini KISTNASAMY

L ’ E X P R E S S Y O U R S E L F ] 

Turks mourn activists killed in Israel’s attack on the aid convoy.

Is the FIFA World Cup 2010 in South Africa going to 
be the greatest sporting spectacle to all soccer fans especially 
those living in the Indian Ocean and in other Third World 
countries?  Thirty two participating countries are involved in 
this tournament. The action kicks off on Friday, June 11 in 
Johannesburg with the opening match between hosts South 
Africa and Mexico. Exactly one month later, on Sunday, 
July 11, the 19th World Cup Final will take place back at the 
same Soccer City Stadium.

There have been many reservations about South Afri-
ca’s ability to host the event, especially with regard to secu-
rity. The Rainbow Nation is well known for its passion for 
sport and the hosts will be doing everything in their power 
to put on a spectacular show.

Ten outstanding stadiums, some of them brand new, 
will host the 64 matches. The atmosphere will be electric—
and very noisy if the locals have their way, the incessant 
drone of those vuvuzela horns providing an audio backdrop 
that will astound and, more likely, annoy those who prefer 
a more conventional match-day experience. For many no-
thing else will matter for one whole month except football.

As ever, there will be drama, controversy, excitement 
and top quality entertainment. Just about every one of the 
world’s top players will be present. Great games and memo-
rable goals are guaranteed. And there are sure to be some 
shocks and surprises

Brazil and Spain, the reigning champions respectively 
of South America and Europe, will travel to the tournament 
as joint favourites. Unlike any other nation, Brazil is accus-

tomed to winning World Cups far away from home. And 
they will be heavily fancied by many to lift the trophy for a 
record sixth time. Victorious on South African soil in last 
year’s dress rehearsal tournament, the FIFA Confederations 
Cup, the South American giants are pragmatically led by 
Dunga, the man who captained the team to World Cup vic-
tory in 1994, and are packed full of world-class individuals, 
chief among them playmaker Kaka.

Brazil will be diffi cult to stop but Spain, so brilliant in 
winning Euro 2008 and perhaps even stronger now under 
coach Vicente del Bosque, who led them to ten wins out of 
ten in the qualifying campaign, seem certain to have their 
best World Cup yet. They have never won the competition 
before, and no European nation has ever lifted the Cup out-
side Europe, but Xavi, Fernando Torres and Co have all the 
credentials necessary to rewrite the history books.

England, like Spain, qualifi ed in belligerent fashion 
under their new Italian coach Fabio Capello, and al-
though they have defi ciencies in key areas, they have real 
strengths elsewhere and, perhaps more importantly, the 
cool conditions in South Africa should suit them. The 
key to their success could be the fi tness and form of stri-
ker Wayne Rooney, who, at the age of 24, is set to take 
the World Cup by storm.

For a potential player of the Tournament, however, it 
is hard to look beyond Lionel Messi. The little Argentinian 
maestro has exhausted all the superlatives with his incredible 
form for Barcelona in 2009/10, and if he can reproduce that 
brilliance for his country- coached by World Cup legend 

Diego Maradona- then the world, and especially Argentina, 
is in for a treat.

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo is another established 
global megastar who will be eager to shine on the game’s 
greatest stage, although his team will have their work cut 
out to emerge unscathed from a ‘Group of Death’ that also 
includes Brazil and Ivory Coast.

Three–time winners and European vice-cham-
pions Germany have also been handed a diffi cult 
opening group, but it would be a major upset if they 
did not reach the last16. The Netherlands, another 
seeded team from Europe, should coast through to 
the latter stages, while holders Italy, despite coach 
Marcello Lippi’s continued faith in the bulk of his 
2006-winning side, look set fair for a place in the 
quarter-fi nals at least.

The African challenge should be stronger than 
ever before, but despite the ‘home’ advantage and 
a record six-strong task force it is not inconceivable 
that every one of them could fall at the fi rst hurdle. 
Only Ghana survived the cut in 2006, so there is 
enormous collective pressure on all the African teams 
to do better this time- and that includes South Africa, 
who, irrespective of their lowly FIFA ranking, will be 
desperate to avoid becoming the fi rst host nation to 
be eliminated in the fi rst round. Readers, the stage is 
set. Let the battle commence!

                                                            Ahmad MACKY

The World Cup 2010 in South Africa: 
expected shocks and surprises!
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The Manual of the Warrior of Light, by Paulo Coelho, is not 
the usual novel that you might expect from the well-known Por-
tuguese author. But like his other books, it is inspirational and 
uplifting, taking the reader into an ethereal world that provides 
surprising insight into human existence. 

The book is a collection of short passages that were initially 
published in Portuguese in various newspapers in Brazil and 
elsewhere. The collection was brought together as a book in En-
glish in 2002 and enhanced with a prologue and an epilogue 
that tie the various passages together and help us understand 
the message behind them. 

The prologue is about the meeting between a young boy 
and a mysterious woman who tells him of a sunken temple with 
bells that one can still hear ringing. The boy stands by the ocean 
shore day after day waiting to hear the bells. He holds on to his 
quest with bravery and patience, in spite of the fact that he is not 
successful at fi rst. When we meet the boy again years later, he is a 
grown man who returns to the beach of his childhood and ends 
up meeting the same mysterious woman again. She hands him 
a notebook and instructs him to write about the warrior of light. 

Intrigued? You should be. Of course the fi rst question is: who 
is this warrior of light? By the time you are fi nished with the 
book, it will become clear to you that the warrior of light is none 
other than yourself. It is in fact all of us because every human 
being has the potential to shine his light onto the world. Paulo 
Coelho guides the readers to realise their potential and fi nd the 
path to become the best person they can possibly be. The teachi-
ngs in the book are highly spiritual and include proverbs, as well 
as extracts from the Tao Te Ching (an ancient Chinese book), the 
Bible, the Talmud and various other sources. 

Coelho warns the readers against temptations that take us 
away from our paths. He encourages us to accept our failures 
and weaknesses and use them as starting points to become stron-
ger and better people. The reader is invited to see the world with 
the eyes of a child, with a clean and fresh perspective and, while 
reading the book, you truly fi nd yourself seeing the simplest of 
situations in a new light. Although most of the passages are quite 
metaphorical, it is easy to identify the basic characteristics of 
human nature in the descriptions provided by Coelho. After all, 
we all lose faith, we all get tired and we all question our existence. 
The key is to persevere as a true warrior of light would. 

Because it is not a novel, Manual of the Warrior of Light is 
easy to read and will quickly have its own spot on your bedside 
table to read when you need inspiration, when you have a chal-
lenge ahead or simply when you want a fresh perspective on a 
world that has be- come all too familiar to 

you. The book can 
be read over and 
over again because 
it contains such a 
wealth of wisdom 
that there is always 
something to learn. 
You’ll be amazed 
by the thousands of 
little details you ne-
ver noticed before. 

M. L

The spirit 
of beautiful interiors

[ B o o k  r e v i e w

The inner light

W E  M A R K  T H E  S P O T ]

Kreol korner]

There’s nothing like a beau-
tiful home with eye-catching 
furniture that suits your style and 
personality. This is precisely the 
business of Esprit Contemporain, 
found at La Preneuse, Black Ri-
ver, which specialises in contem-
porary furniture and lighting. 
Owned by a qualifi ed interior 
decorator, Jason Chelvanaigum, 
Esprit Contemporain was opened 
two years ago by offering a new 
approach furnishing and interior 
decoration.

Some of the furniture avai-
lable at the shop is imported from 
Asia. The rest is designed by Jason 
Chelvanaigum himself and made 
locally. The idea is to follow trends 
set by some of the greatest desi-
gners and move away from classic 
wood and leather furniture. The 
shop currently specialises in sofa 
sets, although it does offer various 

types 
o f 
fur-
n i -

ture. Jason also plans to release 
two new ranges: one for children 
and one especially for the garden. 

Advice on interior decoration 
is also part of the Esprit Contem-
porain offered. Jason Chelvanai-
gum happily advises on the best 
contemporary furniture and goes 
around to clients’ homes to help 
them plan the layout and décor. 
The key is for the customer to feel 
that special touch in the work of 
an interior decorator. Jason Chel-
vanaigum explains, “You need to 
feel that difference. Working with a 
customer means that you need to 
communicate with them and fi nd 
out what they need. For example, 
I’ve been working on the décor of of-
fi ces and I avoid following the classic 
offi ce set up. The offi ce becomes more 
like an apartment, because the décor 
must suit the customer’s personality.”

Contemporary furniture, ac-

cording to him is about practica-
lity and simplicity, and of course 
originality. He also believes it is 
important to offer customers a 
wide range of colours from which 
to choose their sofa set. You also 
have the option of custom-made 
furniture, although this will work 
out only if the rest of the décor 
goes with that particular piece. 

Jason Chelvanaigum believes 
that is it important for people to 
get used to new concepts in inte-
rior decoration. He feels that the 
style in Mauritius is changing, 
with a move towards open space, 
large windows and a more mo-
dern look, “We are in the right era 
for such developments in interior de-
coration,” he says. “People are more 
willing to take risks.”

The clientele at Esprit Contem-
porain is varied and includes fur-
niture lovers and Mauritians who 
travel a lot and are looking for that 
contemporary look. Prices range 
from Rs. 2500 for a lamp to 
Rs. 75000 for a sofa set.

The furniture at Esprit 
Contemporain is striking because 
of its unique shapes and colours 
and, for customers, it is often love 
at fi rst sight. After all it’s easy to 
fall in love with style and comfort, 
key ingredients to picking out that 
unique ball-shaped armchair to 
curl up in. 

Melissa LOUIS

‘Esprit Contemporain’ offers a range of unique furniture items and lighting.
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Bat lamok “beat the can”
This expression is used to describe a business which is not successful. ‘sa magazin pé bat lamok” 
is said in relation to a shop which is not attracting customers and which is on the verge of failure.  
As an example, one could say, in winter, the ice cream business “pé bat lamok”. 

T.P


