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by Touria PRAYAG
Editorial ]

For fi ve years, Xavier Duval sold the glamorous side of Mau-
ritius and associated with the jet set and 5-star hotels. He now has 
to leave that position to Nando Bodha (a cultured and well-read 
man who deserves it no less) and be responsible for the antipode: 
the facet of Mauritius we hide from the tourists, brush under the 
carpet and pretend does not exist. 

Different classes have different worries. For some, it is traffi c 
jams; for others, it is the star schools they want their children to 
go to. For those that Xavier Duval will be dealing with, it is where 
the next meal will come from. At least 8% of our population 
belongs to this category and requires the minister’s attention. 
That underlines the magnitude of the problem he will have to 
face and shows the importance of the role he could play not only 
in alleviating poverty but also in consolidating the nation. He 
may have lost the glamour but he has gained the opportunity to 
become the Messiah of the poor. 

Expectations are very high and deciding where to start might 
turn out to be the greatest challenge the minister will face. He 
might be tempted to seek the help of the Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs). 

While some NGOs are doing excellent work, a few have been 
accused of being rife with fraud and others have become experts 
in self-service. And, oh, who can criticize them? Look at the great 
and selfl ess work they are doing! 

While some social workers are devoted to what they are doing 
and are in the profession because they genuinely want to improve 
the condition of their compatriots, for others, it is a great oppor-
tunity to have a job for which no proof of qualifi cations or ex-
perience is needed, and to travel extensively and offer tickets to 
their friends and relatives with no questions asked. More often 
than not, they have a great salary, a vague job description and no 
working hours. Those who have to compete to get a job and work 
for a salary can see that there is nothing noble or altruistic about 
a great chunk of the nonprofi t or voluntary sector in this country. 
The lack of proper checks and balances, the donors’ fi ckleness 
with their money added to the fact that those who give are not the 
ones who receive the service make accountability diffi cult. This is 
one of the reasons we have not been able to make a dent in poverty 
in this country.

Of course, pulling the needy of our society out of po-
verty, stigma and helplessness is a long-term process which 
takes a lot of stamina and requires looking at more than 
one facet of poverty. How do people get trapped in the 
vicious circle of impoverishment and how does one come 
out of poverty? In the absence of an in-depth sociological 
study, the obvious reasons come to mind: education, a re-
gular income and adequate housing. The Empowerment 
Programme managed to produce the results it did under 
its then president, Jean-Claude de l’Estrac, precisely be-
cause it looked at all these aspects and set up a follow-up 
programme not only for the families concerned but for 
their neighbourhood too. 

So, here is a piece of advice for which I am not going 
to charge: the newly-appointed minister might perhaps 
benefi t by looking at those real success stories and drawing 
lessons from them. It only takes a little humility to reap 
the benefi ts!

The Antipode
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‘Festival de l’Art’
Art lovers can head for Tutti Frutti at La Preneuse for an 

art festival on Saturday 29th May 2010. Organised by the 
NIT Art Gallery in collaboration with Balikopy Resto Bar 
and Max Gelato, the event will run from 11.00 to 18.00. 
Ten artists will personally present their works of art and talk 
about their different styles, including watercolour, acrylic, 
pastels, African art, sculpture and crafts. On the occasion 
of this event, the Balikopy Resto Bar will offer a 

special menu and, you’ll be able to 
discover Italian ice 
cream at Max Gelato. 
A great chance to dis-
cover local artists and 

appreciate their amazing 
works of art. Call the NIT 

Art Gallery on 2909970 or 
7832983 for more informa-

tion. 

‘Liens Iliens’
The contemporary dance show, Liens Iliens will be 

held on Saturday 29th May 2010 at 20.00 at the Serge 
Constantin Theatre, Vacoas. The event is part of Passions, 
the cultural activities organised by the Institut Francais 
de Maurice(IFM). Christine d’Andres, a choreographer 
and dancer, has a unique perspective on the world 
around her. The show deals with the exchange 

between cultures, our perceptions of 
others, and what happens when dif-
ferent peoples come together to form 

a nation. Tickets are 
available through 
Otayo at Rs. 250 
(full-price), Rs. 
150 for members 

of the Institute and Rs. 50 for young people. Call 466 
9999 for infor- mation and reservations. 

Poetry Slam
Are you a fan of poetry 

slam? Express yourself by joi-
ning in a poetry slam session 

led by Jamel Colin on 5th 
June 2010. The event will 

take place at the colonial 
mansion at the corner 

of the Desroches and Saint 
Georges streets in Port Louis 
from 13.00 to 17.00. Poetry 
slam is a competition during 
which poets read or recite 
original works, often about 

a variety of social issues. 
The session is open to ex-
perienced slammers and 

newcomers, who can listen, ask questions about 
this art, or join in themselves. 

Mother’s Day
Celebrate Mother’s Day 

in style at Phoenix Les Halles 
with a series of events. 
The Glitz and Glam jewel-
lery exhibition will take place 
until Sunday 30th May, with 
displays of diamond, gold 
and silver jewellery as well as 
fashion jewellery. On Friday 
28th May, join in a special ka-
raoke evening from 19.30 to 
21.00. You can also catch the 

mother-daughter, father-son fashion show on Sa-
turday 29th May, at 13.00, 14.00 and 15.30 with 
models from One Models. Things will get musical on 
Saturday with romantic duets by Mario Armel and 
Patricia from 19.30 to 21.00. Radio One will also 
be broadcasting live from Phoenix Les Halles, giving 
you the chance to join in games and win great prizes 
between 12.00 and 16.00.

Roller skating
Ovaltine is running the se-

cond programme of the Oval-
tine Roller Skate Academy until 
October, in collabo-
ration with Conic 
Sports. Children 
aged 4 to 14 will 
benefi t from a free 
introduction to 
roller skating on 
S a t u r d a y s 
from 10.30 
to 16.30 in 

v a r i o u s 
places. Over 
the next few months, 
courses will be held as 
follows: Saturday 29th 

May, at Lolo Supermarket in 
Plaines des Papayes, 19th June 
at Winner’s in Bambous, 17th 
July at Winner’s Rose Hill and 
24th July at Winner’s in Roche-Brunes. 

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stephane BENOIT

Events]
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Is the European social lifestyle a non-sustainable 
model for the world? In the wake of the debt crisis that 
began in Greece and, in a bid to reassure investors, go-
vernments across the old continent are reviewing their 
welfare package. Most of them are already taking the 
austerity road, including the normally reluctant Italy. 
And according to many critics, especially from United 
States and Asia, Europe’s generous days of early reti-
rement age at 60 years, cheap higher education and 
compensation for babies will soon be over.

Germany, the strongest economy in Europe, will be 
cutting at least $ 3.75 billion in unemployment benefi ts. 
Britain will raise the age at which citizens receive a state 
pension from 60 to 65 for women and from 65 to 66 
for men and will also toughen other welfare regimes. 
France also will hike the retirement age (many workers 
can now retire at 60 with 50 % of their average salary. 
As from next month, Spain will reduce state salaries and 
will freeze increases in pensions while contemplating 
hiking the retirement age from 65 to 67. 

“The European model was designed after World War II to 
avoid future confl ict within the states. The system is known 
as shared prosperity (...) but this welfare state is unaffordable. 
The crisis has made the day of reckoning closer by several 
years in virtually all the industrial countries,” stated this 
week the Director of the Carnegie Endowments Inter-
national Economics Program, an infl uential non-profi t 
Global Think Tank. In the United States, many were 
surprised to learn that the average age of retirement in 

Greece was 53 (until last month when it was adjusted 
to 60).

Same analysis in India, via a caustic editorial en-
titled “Let them eat cake,”, by Sitaram Yechury in the 
Hindustan Times: “Governments tried to tackle corporate 
insolvency, which triggered the global recession in 2008, by 
announcing massive bailout packages. This lengthened the 
shadows of sovereign insolvency. The death of the (Euro-
pean) welfare State is imminent.”

Trying to move away from a European generaliza-
tion, some European economists are pointing out that 
“countries in Northern Europe have done a far better job 

in reforming social welfare while states in Southern Eu-
rope that have refused to move forward are now paying a 
steep price.” Decades ago, demographers warned that 
the European welfare state was coming to an end with 
the aging of the baby boomers. Others are also pointing 
fi ngers at the way Europe has been treating its alien 
labor force. Newsweek recently published an opinion 
piece which called for attention in this regard: “Most 
European countries tried to protect homegrown labor by 
shutting out foreign workers. The efforts mostly backfi red, 
encouraging a massive infl ux of illegal aliens, who tend to 
accept rock-bottom wages and benefi ts because they have 
no legal recourse. At the same time, Europe’s generous social 
benefi ts encouraged a massive surge of ‘welfare tourism.” 

Of course, this fi scal turnaround in Europe is not 
to please unions and opposition parties, like Labour 
in Britain and the Socialists in France. The political 
consequences will be enormous. “This will be tough, 
with heavy sacrifi ces,” recognized this week Gianni Letta, 
Cabinet undersecretary and Prime Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi’s right-hand man.

It is clear that budget cuts are starting with the go-
vernment payrolls, but should this not suffi ce, many 
Europeans will have no choice than to readapt to the 
new economic era…The welfare state they inherited in 
the 1940’s is witnessing its most serious threat. And one 
day, sooner than later, they might be telling their kids 
that once upon a time, they had 6 weeks of vacation 
every year...

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

Once upon a time the European Welfare State...

Silence is golden]
Shashi Shanto, director of 

the MSPCA on the dogs attack 
at Colodyne:

“The two dogs are not aggres-
sive. They are in ‘prison’. They 
represent no risk to society”

Well said ]
Shakeel Mohamed, minister 

of Labour, visiting a dormitory of 
foreign workers of Palmar Ltd…

“Why treat these foreign 
workers in this way? Are they not 
humans? Are they so bad? Don’t 
they have the right to decent li-
ving conditions?”

Europe’s welfare state may well be in serious danger.

Jean-Luc EMILE

Kreol korner]

Bef travay suval manze – the ox works, 
the horse eats
This wonderfully evocative expression is 
used to describe a scenario that prevails 
in most companies and, indeed, socie-
ties. It basically refers to those at the 
bottom of the hierarchy who do all the 
grunt work while those higher up the 
ladder enjoy the fruits of their labour.  

N.R



With best friends 
like these…

Oh, those poor little doggies! The Mauritius So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty against Animals 
(MSPCA) seemed inordinately preoccupied by the 
fate of the two beasts that savagely attacked two chil-
dren last week. It even went so far as to engage in a 
tug-of-war with the ministry of Agro-industry in an 
attempt to retain possession of the canine criminals. 
This demonstration of zeal is highly uncharacteristic 
of the MSPCA, which is an institutionalized abuser 
of animal rights. 

Anyone who has had to reclaim a pet after a day 
spent locked up in one of those filthy little cells in 
Port Louis can attest to just how abjectly the MS-
PCA treats its charges. The air is rank with smell of 
excrement and fear. Most animals take weeks, if not 
months, to recover from the trauma. Some never do. 
Scores of dogs are summarily put down every day. 
Even if this is a necessary evil in a country overrun 
by strays, it illustrates that the MSPCA isn’t exactly 
wracked by anguish when it comes to topping dogs. 

So, for the very same organization to suddenly 
discover a militant bent seems a little incongruous; 
a bit like if Navin Ramgoolam became a fervent 
supporter of the freedom of expression overnight. It 
claims to want to study the behaviour of the animals. 
Perhaps they should have Ramses and Shia lie on a 
sofa and tell a psychiatrist all about their unhappy 
childhoods. Rorschach inkblot tests also come in 
handy, provided you can find a way of communica-
ting with the animal. One bark for ‘yes’, two for ‘no’? 
For good measure, they could bring in a few more 
kids to let them vent any remaining frustration. 

The fact of the matter is that the two dogs 
should be put down right away. No questions asked. 
A staunch animal rights defender recently told me 
the same thing. It doesn’t matter how much you love 
animals, there is a line that should not be overstep-
ped. Lest anyone forget, the incident was somewhat 
more serious than an overly ebullient pup nipping at 
the postman’s ankles (even though that’s also illegal). 
No, we’re talking about a fully-fledged, potentially 
lethal, attack against two very young human beings. 

According to press reports, the Rottweiler ac-
tually lapped up the victim’s blood. If that’s not 
proof it should be put down then I really don’t know 
what is. Perhaps if Ramses had picked up a rifle 
and splattered someone’s brain all over the show, 
the authorities would’ve envisaged entertaining the 
idea of eventually doing the right thing for society. A 
dog that has tasted human blood once is the canine 
equivalent of a ticking time bomb. Willfully deciding 
to ignore this fact is tantamount to criminal negli-
gence. And to think that government wants to rein-
troduce the death penalty for humans... 

***

On a far cheerier note, I simply had to share 
Bernardin de Saint-Pierre’s delightful description 
of a man he encountered during a trek from Black 
River to Port Louis who was “diverting himself with 
rubbing a monkey with the juice of red mulberries, 
himself being all over smeared therewith.” Appa-
rently, the object of his description had “squande-
red a considerable fortune” in France. It just goes to 
show, you never know what life has in store for you: 
one minute you can be living “la vie de chateau” and 
the next you’re smothering a macaque in berries. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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Mauritian    migrants victim Mauritian   
of human    traffi ckingof human   

Ashok is satisfi ed with his lot. 
He works day and night in Lon-

don without any work or re-
sidence permit and sends 

money every month 
to the three children 
he has left behind in 
Mauritius. He boasts 
that he is earning 
much, much more 
than what he was 
earning as a suc-

cessful cabinet ma-
ker back home.

Ashok does cares 
little that he has not 
yet enjoyed the won-
derful London life 

he was promised. 
He sits hidden in 
a delivery van 
and gets out of 
the vehicle only 
when the dri-
ver gives him 
the all-clear. 
He then deli-
vers a load of 
goods on his 
shoulder to 
different bu-
siness pre-
mises. He 
lives in 
the hope 
that he 
will soon 
get all the 
necessary 
permits, 
as pro-
m i s e d 
by his 

boss, to 

work legally and for more money.
He has in fact sold his cabinet-

making business and paid a huge 
sum to a migration agency to get 
his London job. He was informed 
well in advance that he would have 
to live and work clandestinely in 
the United Kingdom for a few 
years before he could get a work 
permit and a residence visa.

Forced labour
“The man you’re talking about 

is most probably a victim of human 
traffi cking,” says Lalini Veerasamy, 
Head of the Mauritian branch of 
the International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), which is the 
leading inter-governmental orga-
nisation in the fi eld of migration. 
“In fact, most of those who fall victim 
to human traffi cking and who fi nd 
themselves doing forced labour do 
not realise immediately that they are 
doing forced labour and are merely 
victim of human traffi ckers,” says 
Lalini.

The Mauritian branch of the 
IOM has, from 2008 to May this 
year, helped 40 Mauritians return 
to the island through its Assisted 
Voluntary Return Programme 
(see inset). However, only one of 
the returnees was a victim of hu-
man traffi cking, having managed 
to escape from the forced labour 
compound where he was locked 
up.

He sought police help and was 
redirected to the London IOM 
offi ce. The number of Mauri-
tian victims of human traffi ckers 
is today anyone’s guess. Most of 

IOM’s Assisted Voluntary Return

The Assisted Voluntary Return (AVR) can support targeted returns and the return of vulnerable 
groups, say IOM experts. In fact, some migrants in a regular situation may wish to return to 
their country of origin but are unable to do so because of fi nancial and other constraints, like, 
the danger of losing important and hard-won benefi ts such as residency rights or pension entit-
lements. Vulnerable or stranded persons requiring special attention can also be entitled to assis-
tance when returning to their country of origin, particularly if accompanied by some support for 
reintegration. These include: the aged, the infi rm, the mentally disabled, abandoned partners, 
minors, ethnic minorities, women and especially persons who have been traffi cked. According 
to IOM, AVR can support development where the return and socio-economic reinsertion of 
skilled and qualifi ed nationals from abroad can benefi t the national development, rehabilitation, 
or reconstruction of developing countries, countries in transition, or countries recovering from 
confl ict situations. In fact, AVR is mostly seen as a more humane and dignifi ed alternative to 
forced return and is conducive to legal migration in the future. While it can be a quicker solution 
than forced removals, it may also allow for migrants to prepare for their return and facilitate the 
sustainability of such movements.
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Lalini Veerasamy, Head of the 
Mauritian branch of IOM
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France open 
to unskilled local 
workers
In a bid to curb illegal migra-
tion and human traffi cking, 
France has
signed a circular migration 
agreement with Mauritius. 
This agreement is a fi rst 
between our two countries and 
will open the door to unskilled 
and semi-skilled Mauritian 
workers, such as baby sitters, 
cleaners, restaurant workers 
and hotel receptionists. The 
door will also be opened to 
a limited number of artists, 
sportsmen and intellectuals.
The number of unskilled and 
semi-skilled Mauritians who 
might qualify for these visas is 
however, limited.
Only 500 visas will be granted 
annually to Mauritians seeking 
work
in France in 61 different types 
of jobs, mostly manual.
The French hotel, bakery, 
fi shing and construction in-
dustries are among sectors 
which will absorb Mauritian 
workers for an initial 15 month 
contract, renewable for a fur-
ther 15 months.
At the end of the contract, 
both the French and Mauri-
tian governments will devise 
schemes to enable the retur-
ning migrant to either fi nd 
a job or set up a business in 
Mauritius.
A “talent and competence” 
multiple entry visa, valid for a 
maximum of
5 years will be granted yearly 
to 150 sportsmen, intellectuals 
and artists from Mauritius.
The French Embassy in Mau-
ritius will be concerned only 
with providing visas
and screening contracts 
between French companies 
and
Mauritian workers.
The Empowerment Founda-
tion and the IOM will most 
probably be the two
organisations called upon to 
help unskilled Mauritian wor-
kers fi nd a job in France.

Mauritian    migrants victim  migrants victim 
of human    traffi cking traffi cking

Established in 1951, IOM is the leading in-
ter-governmental organisation in the fi eld of 
migration and works closely with non-govern-
mental partners. Its offi ce in Mauritius is in St 
James Court, Port-Louis. With 127 member 
states, a further 17 states holding observer 
status and offi ces in over 100 countries, IOM 
is dedicated to promoting humane and or-
derly migration for the benefi t of all. It does 
so by providing services and advice to govern-
ments and migrants. The Mauritian branch 
works closely with government and has hel-
ped non-qualifi ed workers on a circular mi-
gration scheme to Canada. IOM has helped 
278 non-qualifi ed workers settle temporarily 

in Canada. On their return, they will be helped 
again by IOM to resettle and start up a small 
business if they so wish.
IOM works to ensure the orderly and humane 
management of migration, to promote inter-
national cooperation on migration issues, to 
assist in the search for practical solutions to 
migration problems and to provide humanita-
rian assistance to migrants in need, including 
refugees and internally displaced people. The 
IOM Constitution recognises the link between 
migration and economic, social and cultural 
development, as well as the right to freedom 
of movement.
IOM works in four broad areas of migration 

management:
■ Migration and development
■  Facilitating migration
■  Regulating migration
■  Forced migration
IOM activities that cut across these areas in-
clude the promotion of
international migration law, policy debate and 
guidance, protection of
migrants’ rights, migration health and the 
gender dimension of
migration.
More information is available on IOM’s web-
site:
http://www.iom.int

About IOM

The IOM supports the return of the vulnerable groups.

them, either in forced labour or 
prostitution, have long since se-
vered all links with their parents 
and friends. One case was highly 
publicised last year after a British 
court convicted Anbanaden Chel-
lapermal, 61, and his wife, Sha-
mila Seenyen-Chellapermal, 56, 
of Queens Gate, London, on four 
counts of human traffi cking. Their 
victims were mostly Mauritians, 
namely Lutchmee Jhugur, Rage-
nee Oodit and Jean and Jessica La 
Rose. These Mauritians left for 
the UK via an agency between 
November 2007 and May 2008, 
armed with fake invitation letters 
provided by the agency to allow 
them to pass through immigration 
channels.They were thrown into 
forced labour and paid £450 per 
month. Human traffi cking has 
boomed in the past few years and 
billboards have started to appear 
in major cities in Europe and the 
United States to help victims.

“We do not cater only for victims 
of human traffi cking. Mauritians li-
ving or working abroad, who would 
like to return to Mauritius and 
who do not have the means to do so 
can contact one of our offi ces in the 
country in which they are living. We 
will help them come back to Mau-
ritius and settle down here,” says 
Lalini Veerasamy. In fact, her or-
ganization has not only helped 40 
Mauritians fl y back to Mauritius 
but also helped start a business on 
the island. IOM’s help to retur-
ning migrants range from fi nan-
cial to psychological assistance.

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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INTER   
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■ There is a historical reason 
behind the best loser system but is 
it still relevant in today’s Mauri-
tius?

> YM: the idea behind the BLS 
is to ensure the adequate represen-

tation of minorities not only in the 
Legislative Assembly (LA) but also 
at the level of Cabinet. In fact, my 

father had recommended reserved 
seats in Parliament for the minorities 
but he did not have the support of 
the Labour Party at the constitutional 

conference in London so he settled for 
the BLS. 

> MA: I think that from a histori-
cal perspective, it is important to say 

that from the 50s, as soon as inde-
pendence was evoked, there was 

an immediate tension between 
the different ethno-religious 
groups. And it is fair to say 
that the BLS is but the fi nal 
proposal which Stonehouse 
managed to get everyone to 
agree upon.

■ A milder version 
than having a number 
of seats allocated to 
particular communi-
ties. Does that mean 
it is not as bad as all 
that?

> MA: No, that is 
not what I said. What I 
mean is that one has to 
take into account the 
tension which charac-

terized Mauritius 
at the time of the 

introduction of 
the BLS. The 
BLS is an 
annex in our 
constitution. 
The demo-
cratic prin-
ciple which 
underlines 
our consti-
tution does 
not mention 

minorities. It 
is an afterthought 
as Justice Seetulsing 
said, to be able to 
reach a consensus 
around indepen-
dence.

YM : Yes, but 

this afterthought, as you call it, acted as 
a safety device to avoid violence in the 
country. And there was peace after that, 
namely following the racial riots in 1969. 
We haven’t had such episodes since. Eve-
rything works perfectly because minorities 
know that they are well represented.  

■ Do you attribute the peaceful 
cohabitation directly to the BLS? 

> YM : Yes. Let me give you an 
example: can a Muslim or a Hindu be elec-
ted in  Rodrigues? It is impossible! As it is 
impossible for a non-Muslim to be elected 
in Plaine Verte. 

> MA : Yes, but outside the BLS, all 
political parties take into account what is 
called the Mauritian Reality. 

> YM : But what if tomorrow the 
Labour party had a leader other than Na-
vin Ramgoolam- an extremist who sent 
a Muslim to No: 10 or 13. I was myself 
a candidate in 1976 and I entered parlia-
ment as a BL. Without this system, there 
would have been no representation for the 
Muslim minority in parliament. I went in 
through the window.

■ So you do concede that making 
your way to the LA as a BL is going in 
through the window?

> YM : Yes, I do. But it is better than 
nothing. 

> MA : the problem is that one has to 
look at the logic behind the BLS. I would 
not call it a philosophy as it is too simplistic. 
In the 50s, the Mauritian people, who were 
not as educated as they are today, thought 
that the only way to be represented is 
through one of their kind. So, the BLS was 
based on that logic.

■ A logic which is skewed… 
> MA: Absolutely! Skewed and in total 

contradiction with democratic principles. 
In a democracy, it is not communities 
who are represented but citizens through 
universal suffrage. And universal suffrage 
gives national sovereignty. 

> YM : (speaking to MA) I will stop 
you right here. What you are talking about 
is ideology. We are talking here about the 
Mauritian reality. 

> MA : Let me explain : I think that 
we have reached a stage where the BLS 
is confronted by its own contradictions. 
In our democracy, this system contradicts 
section 1 of our very constitution. It is not 

just a theoretical problem. We wish to live 
in an egalitarian society where merito-
cracy is of paramount importance. In this 
context, what is the message being sent by 
the BLS? That you can get into the LA de-
pending on your race or religion? How do 
you reconcile the Equal Opportunities Act, 
which establishes the principle that there 
should be no difference on the basis of co-
lour or religion, when a candidate can get 
in through the window, as Mr. Mohamed 
himself says, due to his race or religion? 

> YM : Listen, all this is very well as far 
as theory is concerned. But this does not 
look at the reality in Mauritius. I have just 
said that no Muslim would be elected in a 
constituency where there is a majority of 
Hindus. And that is the reality.  

■ But Maitre Mohamed, is it that 
important that there should be one 
Hindu, one Muslim, one Chinese, 
one from the general population in 
the LA?

> YM : I personally think so. You need 
a Muslim to know the problems of his 
community. 

> MA : We have reached a very im-
portant point in the debate. And this is 
where we disagree. 

> YM : When a Muslim’s religion is 
attacked, you need a Muslim to defend it. 
No one else knows its philosophy, its prin-
ciples. When the heure d’été was introduced, 
it took the courage of Shakeel Mohamed to 
highlight the havoc it wreaked as far as the 
prayers are concerned.  

■ Is it really a point of honour 
that an MP who has been elected by 
all communities should defend his 
community?

> YM : the Muslim MP represents all 
the communities in his constituency but 
when there is a question of principle, philo-
sophy or religion, only a Muslim would un-
derstand the grievances of other Muslims. 

> MA : The BLS is only the tip of the 
iceberg of a political system which func-
tions below our democratic system. 

■ To get back to Mr. Mohamed’s 
concern: if there was no Shakeel Mo-
hamed, who would have pleaded the 
cause of the Muslims and their right 
to pray at sociable hours? 

> MA : I think that Muslims can very 
well be elected without the BLS. And I am 
talking here about realities. 

Yusuf Mohamed

As “Resistans ek Alternativ” leaders are asking the government 
Rights Committee regarding the Best Loser System (BLS); as 
as Georges Ah-Yan is gaining more and more support in his 
Mohamed and Michel Ahnee to tell us what they think of the Barrister

PHOTOS : TONY FINE
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to make public its submission to the United Nations Human 
Michael Sik Yuen is comfortably settling in his ministerial chair; 
endeavour to enter parliament as the Best Loser, we invite Yusuf 
system and where we should go from here. Read on…

I N T E R V I E W ]

> YM: (interrupts) I was elected…. 

> MA : You really need a judge to stop 
Mr. Mohamed. (Laughter) During the last 
elections, the concern of the principal par-
ties was the Muslim vote. Can you imagine 
that a political party can realistically neglect 
Muslim candidacies? 

> YM : here, you are talking about 
marginal constituencies where the Muslim 
vote is crucial. 

■ What Mr. Ahnee is saying is that 
any political party has every interest 
in selecting candidates from minority 
groups otherwise it would not get the 
votes of the communities concerned. 

> YM : I don’t agree. If the MMM or 
the Labour Party decided to send Muslims 
to constituencies where there is a majority 
of Hindus or Christians, it is suicide.  

■ It would be suicide for the party 
too.

> YM : I am not so sure! 

■ Do you think we are in a 
country where an extremist party 
would survive?

> YM : Listen, there are extremist par-
ties in Mauritius.  

■ But they do not get elected, do 
they? 

> YM : The FSM has just been elec-
ted. And don’t forget that we have the 
VOH. 

> MA : I will pursue my logic: there 
is not just the Muslim Community. 
What happened in the case of Michael 
Sik Yuen, I could foresee in 2000, after 
the case of Carrimkhan where, inciden-
tally, I appeared against Maitre Moha-
med. I had said then that it was la fi n 
des haricots for the BLS. Why? Because 
Lalit candidates, who did not want to 
declare to which community they “be-
longed” decided to give a community at 
random. The Hindu enrolled as a Mus-
lim, the Chinese as a Hindu… 

> YM : But that is  apostasy !

> MA : I have to continue my logic : 
as these candidates went to court and re-
fused to choose one community, Judge  
Seetulsing decided to put them in the ge-
neral population, which is a residual com-
munity. It was then the beginning of the 

end of the BLS. We had to wait for 2010 
for this contradiction to manifest itself. 

■ With Michael Sik Yuen. Is he a 
patriot or an opportunist?

> MA: He is an intelligent opportu-
nist. He used the failure of the system. 
And you cannot talk to me about the 
representation of minorities when the 
biggest minority is not represented by an 
Afro-Mauritian! 

> YM: A Chinese is not classifi ed as 
a member of the general population. Why 
didn’t you sue him?

> MA: I would not have won. The 
general population is a residual commu-
nity. In 1968, when the PMSD agreed 
to the term population générale, it meant 
of course its electorate, that is, to call a 
spade a spade, the Creoles. Today, any-
body, even a Muslim can decide that he 
does not have the lifestyle of a Muslim 
and then be classifi ed as general popula-
tion, since way of life is the only criterion. 
This is where Mr. Grégoire is right if we 
accept the logic of communalist thin-
king . The population générale needs to 
change to ‘Creole’ so that Creoles repre-
sent Creoles. But then this would entail 
other contradictions...

> YM: Like would the Franco-
Mauritian accept to be called ‘Creole’? 
We should then have another category 
for them. 

> MA: And we would need to have 
a new census requiring people to catego-
rize themselves within fi ve instead of four 
communities. In 1982 the constitution 
was amended to base the computation of 
best losers on the census of 1972, so that 
people don’t have to declare their com-
munity in future censuses.

> YM: This is why I am suggesting 
going back to 1982, where people declare 
their community at birth. It will also serve 
the purpose of statistics. It is ridiculous 
to use the statistics of 1972! Things have 
changed since and we are still allocating 
candidates according to those obsolete 
statistics. 

> MA: This is where we differ, I am 
interested in looking forward rather than 
backwards. I am proposing to go towards 
a society of equal citizenship. I am not 
prepared to go back to ethnic categoriza-
tion, Nazi criteria to divide human beings. 

I am not prepared to work towards 

making divisions 
between people 
more perfect. The 
BLS confronts 
major contradic-
tions: excluding 
candidates be-
cause they do not 
declare their com-
munity. The Privy 
Council will decide on 
this and with the case of 
Sik Yuen which shows 
that the most important 
community can legally be repre-
sented by a non- Creole. And 
after 42 years of BLS, we see 
today that the numerically 
most important minority 
is blatantly underrepre-
sented in the public ser-
vice. Is this a success?  
If instead, we had had 
42 years of Equal op-
portunities Act ,I can 
guarantee you that 
this country would 
have been better off .

> YM: The BLS 
system has proved 
to be effi cient. It has 
created stability and 
adequate representa-
tion. 

■ Are you pre-
pared to consider 
an electoral re-
form as advocated 
by Maitre Ahnee?

> YM : I 
am prepared to 
consider any sys-
tem which gua-
rantees stability. 
I am prepared to 
consider any alter-
native to the BLS. 
Many alternatives 
have been pro-
posed. None has 
worked. None will!

Interview by
Touria PRAYAG

Melissa LOUIS

Michel Ahnee
Barrister
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Fo r 
many 
Mau-
r i -

tians, attending 
the World Cup 
is an opportu-

nity to realise a 
childhood dream! 

And they will not 
let it slip. The proxi-

mity is too tempting. 
For some, the 
realisation of 
the dream be-

came feasible as soon as the 
decision to hold the World Cup 
in South Africa was announced. 
It had never been so near. So, the 
frenzy has started and Mauritius 
is draping itself in the colours of 
the World Cup.

For Georges Lamberty, for 
example, it will be a short visit but 
a fruitful one. He will go with a 
group of friends to Cape Town, at-
tend the England vs. Algeria match 
and that will be enough to quench 
his thirst.

Others like Frédéric Lambert 
and Patrice D’Avincourt, ex-cap-
tain of the Mauritius National 
Team now MC at Radio One, are 
going for a longer period and will 
spread their visit across three major 
cities: Cape Town, Johannesburg 
and Durban. They wish to have 
a taste of everything: a generous 
serving of England and Africa in 
Cape Town, a touch of Brazil in 
Johannesburg and a pinch of Por-
tugal in Durban. Watching Ronal-
dinho play is priceless.

It would seem that for histo-
rical reasons, Mauritian football 

fans support mainly 
England (Manches-
ter or Liverpool 
more specifi cally) 
and France. Brazil, 
due to its own foot-
ball history, also 

fi nds its way into the 
hearts of Mauritians.  

For Patrice D’Avincourt, 
his heart is devoted entirely 

to African teams. “I would sup-
port these no matter which team 
they are playing against…unless 
they are playing against Brazil!” 
he says. 

Mauritian fans are organizing 
their trip like big boys. Women 
are excluded from the fun. Our 
fans have no time for shopping 
or sightseeing. So, wives and gir-
lfriends are better off staying at 
home and allowing the boys to live 
their childhood dream together to 
the full. And who said women were 
essential in organizing a trip? The 
big boys have shared the responsi-
bilities amongst themselves, from 
booking accommodation and car 
rental through to booking plane 
and stadium tickets. It has all been 
worked out and the countdown 
has already started. So has the ex-
citement. 

Security Issues

How about security in South 
Africa? Some fans, like Georges 
Lamberty, are playing it safe and 
sticking to the matches played in 
Cape Town, considered a much 
safer city than Johannesburg. For 
others, like Patrice D’Avincourt, 
they would not miss the Brazil vs. 
Ivory Coast match for anything 
in the world. He adopts a positive 
attitude, “I trust that the South Afri-
can authorities will have put security 
measures in place so that everyone 
feels safe. Of course, like everywhere 
else, I won’t go out of my way looking 
for trouble but will stick to the city 
centre,” he says. 

If some fans attribute the fact 
that the tickets for the World Cup 
are not sold out to people’s re-
luctance to expose themselves to 
danger in a city renown for having 
one of the highest crime rates in the 
world, Patrice is not convinced. He 
takes comfort in the fact that 100 
000 Americans and an almost 
equal number of Brits will make 
their way to South Africa for the 
tournament. And these are nations 

reputed for taking only a calcu-
lated risk. He feels that in every 
World Cup, there are always tickets 
which remain unsold because the 
matches are not interesting enough 
or take place in remote places. 

Mauritian fans seem to have 
organized themselves in groups of 
6 to 8 people. Some will be staying 
in hotels and others in self-cate-
ring fl ats. They have all arranged 
vehicle rental and they have their 
tickets ready.

For the fans who are not lucky 
enough to go and watch football in 
South Africa, not all is lost. They 
are getting organized in groups 
and clubs and will not miss out on 
the fun. Some have already bought 
t-shirts with their favourite team 
colours for when they get together 
to watch the matches. Luckily, one 
can support one’s team in Mauri-
tius at no great cost. (See inset)

Betting will have its place. If the 
fans who are going to South Africa 
said they were not interested in bet-
ting, those who are staying behind 
will not resist the temptation to put 
a small sum of money aside for this 
purpose. Colleagues in various of-
fi ces have already started organi-
sing bets informally. 

By and large, after the ge-
neral elections, we are now hea-
ding for yet another period of 
fun and excitement. The World 
Cup is not in our country but it 
has never been so near. We will 
all enjoy it to the full and nobo-
dy will be left out. Not children 
and least of all our businesses. 

World Cup Fever 

■ Father: So tell me my son, 
how’s it going with your Panini 
album, is it full yet?

■ Son: No, I’m still missing a lot 
of stickers. But today I’m really 
happy! I got my favorite player 
at school: Frank Lampard who 
plays for England.

> F:That’s great! Which player 
did you exchange for that?
>S: I exchanged 5 stickers. He’s 
expensive, you know…

> F: So who did you give away?
> S: Didier Drogba, Thierry 
Henry, Karim Benzema and the 
badges for Argentina and Japan. 
> F: All of that? I think you got 
swindled. Did you know that 
Drogba is the best player in En-
gland? He scored more goals 
than Rooney.
> S: Oh, it doesn’t matter. I 
really wanted Lampard. Anyway, 
my friends don’t think Drogba is 
such a great player. They saw pic-
tures of him in the newspapers, 

where Rooney has more muscle 
and Drogba has a fat stomach. 
> F: (Laughter) Your friends 
have a funny way of watching 
football. So which players are 
worth the most stickers? 
> S: Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Lionel Messi. To get them, you 
need to give away 30 stickers. 
Rooney is worth 25, Torres 15, 
Gerrard 10 and Henry 5. 
> F: Ok, ok… At those rates, I 
will go bankrupt with the Panini 
stickers…

Conversation with my son

Bookies’ Corner
The World Cup fever is 
starting to spread and 
Mauritians are no excep-
tion when it comes to bet-
ting on a sports event. A 
stake of Rs. 100 can bring 
you a profi t of Rs 500, with 
Spain and Brazil currently 
the favorites to win the 
title. People are especially 
interested in betting on 
teams that would bring the 
highest rewards, like Chile 
and Cameroon. The grea-
test number of bets has 
been made on England, 
followed closely by France. 
One can easily guess the 
preferences of the Mauri-
tian population. Argentina 
comes in third at a respec-
table distance, while the 
African team that has at-
tracted the highest stakes 
is the Ivory Coast (sold at 
Rs. 2800).

Derived Products
World Cup fashion 
victim…

Mauritius has started to 
adopt the colours of the 2010 
World Cup South Africa. Take 
a trip down to Shoprite, Tria-
non, and you will fi nd a large 
variety of products: t-shirts, 
caps, scarves, wallets, bra-
celets, watches… You name 
it, they have it! There is so-
mething for everyone. Loo-
king for fl ip-fl ops to match the 
colours of your favorite team, 
complete with the South 
Africa 2010 logo? It will cost 
you no more than Rs.135 in 
Port Louis. 
Young people are particularly 
enthusiastic about the Panini 
stickers, which cost Rs.10 for a 
pack of 5 (the album costs Rs. 
50) but football shirts are the 
most popular item of all. At 
Mahebourg market, football 
shirts imported from Thai-
land cost around Rs. 275. The 
most popular are those for 
England, France, Brazil and 
Argentina. Who wants to pay 
Rs. 700 for higher quality? 
Yet, the best bargain is at Port 
Louis market. You can fi nd 
t-shirts in different colours 
(red, blue, yellow and green) 
with the offi cial World Cup lo-
go at only Rs. 125! Something 
for everyone’s wallet…
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A true  story
He’s a brave man Darmajee Hurry. Would 

you like to take a guess as to what exactly makes 
Darmajee Hurry a brave man? You’d never win 
because you would probably think what he did 
insignifi cant. 

Allow me then, to prove you wrong. Darmajee 
Hurry is a retired inhabitant of Quatre Bornes. 

Every morning, he goes to the public library to 
read the newspapers. A couple of days ago, he 
realized the library didn’t have its usual copy of 
l’express. When Hurry made inquiries, he was 
told that following instructions, the municipality 
of Quatre Bornes had stopped buying l’express.

Hurry, believing it was the public library’s 
duty to provide taxpayers with the newspapers, 
reckoned that his right to information was being 
trampled when he was being prevented access to 
a newspaper. So he went to the police to make a 
statement against the public library.

When I read the story, the fi rst thing I saw in 
my mind’s eye (it has a propensity to exaggerate, 
I must warn you) was an army of soldiers raiding 
poor Mr. Hurry’s house and arresting him for 
treason. I mean, surely, complaining to the police 
about government policy amounts to treason? 

I told you, my mind has a mind of her own 
(minds are female, right?). But you must forgive 
her. She must have been traumatized by what 
she was fed by the MBC on Wednesday night. You 
know what they opened the news with? The police 
arresting students who have played truant. Next 
on the news was a policeman saying that as from 
now on, drivers carrying passengers who do not 
wear seatbelts at the back of cars, will be fi ned 
instead of the passengers being fi ned. 

My poor mind rebelled and she was immedia-
tely joined by my heart (hearts are male, I’ve just 
decided). Do we live in a police state? So is this 
how we will solve every problem we have now? By 
police operations, by crackdowns? 

Of course. This is the new Mauritius. Where 
the government will boycott a newspaper simply 
because they don’t like what’s being published. 
Where they will bolt every source (well the ob-
vious ones- they don’t realize how deep our re-
sources run) so as to ensure that we don’t get 
enough info to make an interesting newspaper. 

The aim obviously is to paralyze the company. 
All because the Prime minister and his friends 
don’t like opposing and critical voices. Who does? 
But do we realize how essential critical voices are 
in a democracy?

Apparently not, because the operation has 
been successful to such an extent that other 
newspapers, instead of standing up for a prin-
ciple, have now started to refer to l’express as “a 
certain section of the press”.

NGOs like Amnesty International Mauritius 
has so far not deemed it necessary to condemn 
government’s attitude. Democracy Watch has 
been braver but still unenthusiastic. Citizens, 
who dare take a stand, do so, anonymously.   

The climate of fear is paying off and in its 
wake, we have discovered, this country is made 
up of more cowards than we thought.

Darmajee Hurry. A dying breed it seems.

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

 ● Q: How is Air Mau-
ritius making use of the 
proximity of the World Cup? 

We have been working on 
the World Cup project for more 
than a year now. We have reco-
gnized the spill over effects of 
the media attention on our re-
gion and Mauritius and we have 
added capacity on South Africa 
well before the event. In fact, we 
have added one frequency to 
Johannesburg daily and one 
additional frequency to Dur-
ban twice weekly. Together with 
our twice weekly operations to 
Cape Town, we now operate 
11 weekly frequencies to South 
Africa.

● Q: How many addi-
tional seats does that repre-
sent?

We have planned 12,000 
additonal seats during the World 
Cup period through a combi-
nation of additional frequencies 
and bigger aircraft.

● Q: What measures 
have been taken to try and 
attract fans from different 
parts of the world to use 
Mauritius as a stopover on 
their way to S.A.? 

We have been making 
special effort to attract fans to 
Mauritius, use Mauritius as a 
base from which to commute to 
watch the matches. We have also 
created special packages with 
our tour operator partners for 
fans already positioned in South 
Africa to come to Mauritius on 
a side trip between matches. 

● Q: What is your ‘Es-
cape Programme’ about? 

This is a full programme 
developed with our tour opera-
tor partners for South Africans 
to visit Mauritius during the 
World Cup as we identifi ed a 
segment of the population that 
might be very interested in lea-
ving South Africa during that 
period.

● Q: Has there been 
a good response to these 
measures?

Yes, indeed. We have sold 
more than half of the seats put 
on sale and bookings are co-
ming in everyday. So we are 
confi dent that Mauritius and 
Air Mauritius will have a good 
exposure and good business 
from this event.

Questions to…

Donald E PAYEN, 
Executive Vice President, 
Commercial & Communica-
tions, Air Mauritius
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 Spreads

Many Mauritians could not resist the temptation of attending one of 
the world’s most awaited sports events.
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Prithviraj Buddhoo 
is one of these tra-
ditional tailors. We 
meet him in his 

workshop in Vacoas, where he 
is seated at his sewing machine, 
working on a pair of trousers. 
Mr Buddhoo joined the tailo-
ring profession at the age of 15, 
when he started working in his 
father’s workshop. “I learned 
the trade and I did what I could 
to improve my work and invent 
my own style,” he says. 

At that time, the country 
was still under British rule, 
and his father catered to the 
tastes of local people as well 
as foreigners. The volume of 
business was such that they re-
quired nine members of staff. 

Mr Buddhoo later took over 
the business but today he 

only has two members 
of staff who sew the 

material that he 
cuts and alters. 

Mr Buddhoo 
sews men’s 

suits and 
shirts as 
well as clo-
thing for 
women. 
S u i t s 
r a n g e 

f rom 

Rs. 2000 to a maximum of Rs 
4500, and clients have the op-
tion of bringing their own cloth 
or buying cloth at his workshop. 

While people come to him 
from all around the island, 
mostly through word of mouth, 
he says that nowadays business 
is not what it used to be. There 
are hardly any regular custo-
mers and he mostly receives 
orders for suits during the wed-
ding season. These days, he may 
have orders of only around 10 
trousers per week. He explains 
that the availability of ready-
made garments on the market 
makes it diffi cult for traditional 
tailors like him to survive. Also, 
people often have a preference 
for the well-known qualifi ed 
tailors. Mr. Buddhoo says, “The 
clothes sewn by qualifi ed tailors 
are more expensive. I sew trousers 
for Rs 250 to Rs 350, while those 
tailors may sew them for Rs 600 
to Rs 700. Many people still prefer 
to have their clothes made by those 
tailors. Yet, there is no difference 
between my work and theirs.” 

Mr. Buddhoo has three 
children, but none of them has 
followed in his footsteps. His 
eldest son is studying medicine 
and Mr. Buddhoo admits that 
he would not particularly 
have wanted them to 
take up his 

profession because they have 
worked hard to reach a certain 
level of education. So what will 
happen to his business when he 
retires? He has not thought of 
that yet. “My sons will be here. 
But I really can’t say for sure 
what will happen to this business,” 
he says. 

Grijana Bangaroo, better 
known as Manan, is another tra-
ditional tailor in a similar situa-
tion. He has chosen to change 
the way he works to be able to 
increase his income. Manan 
started to learn his trade at the 
age of 11. Thanks to a friend 
who was already working in a 
tailor’s shop, he found a job and 
learned tailoring techniques. 
He worked there for two years 
before moving to a larger, well 
known works-
hop, where 
he spent 20 
years ho-
n i n g 
h i s 
skills. 

Mr Buddhoo has been 
doing the same job 

since the age 
of fi fi teen.

Mauritian tailors are 
today facing tough 

competition from the 
world of commercial 

prêt-a-porter and some 
have had to fi nd new 

ways to operate to 
ensure their survival. 

We spoke to those who 
continue to earn a living 

from this ancient and 
noble art. 

Tailors: the custom-  made experienceTailors: the custom-  
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Once he was confi dent about 
his work, he left and has been 
running his own workshop for 
the past 20 years. He also spent 
some time learning the methods 
of industrial sewing. 

Manan explains that when 
he started out, he learned the 
art of traditional tailoring, 
which means constructing a 
piece of clothing entirely by 
hand. However, it is diffi cult to 
do that nowadays mainly be-
cause a hand-made suit would 
be very expensive for the client. 
Another reason is that some of 
the traditionally used materials 
do not exist anymore. Manan 
mentions for example, material 
he refers to as doque, a fabric 
used to double men’s jackets. 
Ouate (wadding) is another 
type of material that has chan-
ged over the years. Previously 
used for the shoulder padding, 
it has been replaced today by 
ready-made shoulder pads. 

Manan explains that the pro-
liferation of prê- a-porter means 
that tailors do not get as many 
individual orders as they did in 
the past. “It is diffi cult to live off 
individual orders. With the cost 
of living these days, people may 
not want to invest in such clothes, 
which can be more expensive. 
Others simply don’t know how to 
dress and do not see the faults in 
the ready-made garments they buy 
in shops.” The decrease in indi-
vidual orders for men’s clothing 
has meant that Manan has had 
to diversify by sewing women’s 
clothing and taking orders from 
companies, for example for uni-
forms for staff in hotels, banks 
and insurance companies.

So are the days of the cus-
tom made experience drawing 
to an end? Not exactly. While 
traditional tailors who have their 

own small workshops are facing 
diffi culties, larger well-esta-
blished tailors believe that made-
to-measure clothing has a bright 
future in Mauritius. This is the 
case of Caustat, a popular tailor 
situated in Curepipe. Caustat 
was founded around 70 years 
ago by Raoul Caustat, and has 
been taken over by his grand-
son, Sanjay Ramchandra. He 
explains that his grandfather joi-
ned this line of work by chance, 
but he worked hard to improve 
his knowledge and skills. 

Mr Ramchandra himself 
spent 10 years learning from 
his grandfather. He has learned 
the techniques of sewing, cut-
ting and fi tting and today, he 
is responsible for the cutting, 
along with the chef coupeur. 
He manages the shop, with the 
support of his wife, and he also 
has 15 full-time and 15 self-em-
ployed members of staff who 
sew the garments. 

If the customer chooses to 
provide his own cloth, a com-
plete suit for men may cost 
between Rs. 6000 and Rs. 7500. 
People also have the option of 
buying cloth from Caustat, as 
they sell cloth from a variety of 
brand names, including Gianni 
Versace and Dolce & Gabbana. 

Mr Ramchandra explains 
that when suppliers come to 
him, he chooses which type of 
cloth to order to ensure that 
Caustat’s offer is unique.  “The 
cloth we offer is called ‘Super 
150s’ in our jargon. It refers to 
the type of fi bre that gives it a 
light spring-like quality ensu-
ring that it hardly ever creases.” 
And the cost of a suit made 
from D & G’s Super 150s Wool 
and Cashmere? Between Rs. 
20000 and Rs. 26000!

Mr Ramchandra says that 

things have changed since his 
grandfather’s time. The cut 
is not quite the same because 
people today love Italian styles 
and the business has had to 
adapt accordingly. Part of the 
business also includes orders for 
staff uniforms of major hotels. In 
this case too, everything is enti-
rely made to measure. 

“It is true that the increase 
in prêt-a-porter is a problem but 
people still like having made-to-
measure clothing. Many more 
women come to us for a smart suit, 
which includes a jacket, skirt, pants 
and a blouse,” he explains. 

What about the future of this 
family business? Mr Ramchan-
dra explains that his own son is 
studying to become an accoun-
tant. He is not keen for his chil-
dren to train to become tailors, 
mostly because it is a diffi cult 
job. “We have a large family and 
we only need someone to manage 
the business,” he says. “I’m still 
training myself you see, even after 
so many years. My grandfather 
had an eye for fi tting. He was a 
true perfectionist.”

Sanjay Ramchandra ex-
plains the continuing success of 
Caustat with this anecdote: “A 
client once brought his father’s suit 
to us. It had been sewn here and 
was dated 50 years back because, 
in those days, tailors would put 
the date on the suit. The cloth was 
a Dormeuil that had been bought 
at our workshop, and even after so 
many years the cloth was intact. We 
altered the suit for our customer wi-
thout any problems.”

Caustat is one example of a 
tailor who managed to survive 
the competition. Meanwhile, 
traditional tailors continue to 
persevere, trying to increase 
their business through word of 
mouth. Although they have no 
guarantee about the future, they 
rely on those customers who still 
have faith in the bespoke expe-
rience. After all, they all agree 
that there is nothing else like 
slipping into a perfectly fi tted 
jacket, knowing that it was made 
only for you. 

Melissa LOUIS

Raj JUGERNAUTH

Putting a garment together by hand requires a lot of skill and care. For a 
man’s jacket for example, the fi rst step is to take the measurements and 
draw up the patterns. Then the tailor cuts the cloth accordingly and tacks 
(roughly sews them with thread of a different colour) the pieces together. The 
client must then come for a fi rst fi tting, although at this point, the sleeves 
have not been added yet. After alterations have been made, the tailor pre-
pares and adds the lining inside and on the lapel of the jacket. He then adds 
the shoulder pads (wadding) and has the client undergo a second fi tting. 
This is when he makes all the remaining alterations before sewing up the 
hems, and adding the sleeves. The client returns for a third fi tting to check 
sleeve length. If everything is all right, the tailor will add the buttons and 
buttonholes by hand. 

Getting the right fi t

It is true that 
the increase 
in prêt-a-
porter is a 

problem but 
people still 
like having 
made-to-
measure 
clothing.

A traditional tailor at work.

The profession owes its survival to perfectionists, according to Sanjay Ramchandra.

Tailors: the custom-  made experiencemade experience



l’express [ Friday 28 May  2010 • Insert N°4 p. 52I S S U E S  2 ]

Mauritius is almost    
The country is nearly 
ripe for the setting up 
of an alternative po-
litical force. Want to 
know why? Because of 
the price of cheese, of 
course. 

Truly, it’s not the 
best time to be 
plumping for a 
sustainable model 

of development. The world 
seems to be conspiring to 
keep this laudable ambition 
permanently on the back-
burner of public awareness. 
The euro zone crisis threa-
tens to spiral out of control, 
thereby dragging many 
countries back into the hole 
of debt and despair they 
had only begun to emerge 
from. Deepwater Horizon 
continues to vomit millions 
of gallons of oil into the 
Gulf of Mexico every day. 
Oh, and the FIFA Football 
World Cup is just around 
the corner. So yes, if sus-
tainable development was 
a stock, it would probably 
have been downgraded to 
speculate a while ago. 

Surprisingly, this is not 
necessarily bad news for 
everyone in the environment 
movement. As George Mon-
biot, one of the UK’s most 
respected environment jour-
nalists, remarked in a recent 
column, there’s a growing 
fringe of people who sim-
ply can’t wait for the world 
to go to the dogs just so that 
they can have the opportu-
nity of rebuilding it from 
scratch. Monbiot quotes Paul 
Kingsnorth, a co-founder of 
the gloomily-named Dark 
Mountain Project (an orga-
nization full of these doom 
watchers), as saying that, “the 
civilization we are part of is 
hitting the buffers at full speed, 
and it is too late to stop it…
the economic system we rely 
on cannot be tamed without 
collapsing, for it relies upon 
growth in order to function.”

As a result, Kingsnorth 
also believes that society 
should “start thinking about 
how we are going to live 
through its fall, and what we 
can learn from its collapse…
our task is to negotiate the co-
ming descent as best we can, 
whilst creating new myths 
which put humanity in its pro-
per place”. 

Pretty potent stuff, you’ll 
agree. So is it time to start 

digging a bunker in your 
back garden? Probably not. 
In fact, those behind the 
Dark Mountain Project are 
the sort of scaremongers 
that give greens everywhere 
a bad name. This is not to say 
that the latter don’t deserve 
being given a hard time, but 
just that they don’t necessa-
rily deserve to all be painted 
with the same brush. 

Resource depletion 
and climate change 

By comparison, Monbiot, 
who is a hate figure for ma-
ny on the right (and left for 
that matter) because of his 
strong environmental and 
political positions, comes off 
as a regular choirboy. “Like 
all cultures, industrial civili-
zation will collapse. Resource 
depletion and climate change 
are likely causes. But it will 
not happen soon: not in 
this century, perhaps 
not even in the next. If it 
continues to rely on econo-
mic growth, our civilization 
will tank the biosphere before 
it goes down. To wait 
for what the 
Dark Moun-
tain people 
believe will 
be civilization’s 
imminent collapse, 
without trying to 
change the way it 
operates, is to 
conspire in 
the destruc-
tion of eve-
rything greens are 
supposed to value”, he writes.

So, according to Monbiot, 
the world is well and truly 
doomed, but it will go “not 
with a bang but a whimper”, 
as T.S. Eliot aptly put it. The 
nuance might seem inconse-
quential but it’s really quite 
important. The 
establishment 
has been so 
successful 
in margi-
n a l i z i n g 
and os-
t r a c i z i n g 
greens (and 

the latter have been quite 
good at shooting themselves 
in the foot too) that we’ve 
come to accept the current 
economic model as a given. 
Never mind that we work 
longer and longer hours. Or 
that the wealth gap has never 
been wider. The world is the 
way it is and those who think 
it can be changed are simply 
fools. One has to admit, it’s 
a mightily convincing argu-
ment.

On Wednesday, l’express 
ran an article saying that the 
price of a block of processed 
cheese recently went up from 
Rs. 69.90 to Rs. 74.90. That’s 
an increase of more than 7%! 
Just like that! For cheese! It’s 
been 240 years since the 
Industrial Revolution and 
w e ’ r e paying Rs. 
75 for a bloo-
m i n g 
b l o c k 
o f 
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  ready to throw a      

cheese. It’d all be worth it if 
we were bequeathing a bet-
ter world to our children, 
but we’re not. The planet’s a 
shambles! Imagine what our 
great grandchildren will say 
about us: “They were able to 
send a probe to Mars but when 
it came to Earth, they couldn’t 
even provide clean water for 
everyone. And cheese was ex-
pensive too!” 

Doubt the true extent of 
this dichotomy? Check this 
out. By the time you read this 
rant, 5 million hectares of fo-
rest will have been cut down 
since the beginning of the 
year, more than 2.5 million 
hectares of arable land will 
have been lost to soil erosion, 
55 500 species will have gone 
e x - tinct, more than 
t w o million people 

will have died 
from water-re-

lated di-

seases and more than four 
million tons of toxic chemi-
cals will have been released 
into our air, water and soil by 
industries. Perhaps the most 
telling statistics of all though 
are the following: there are 
more than one billion un-
dernourished people in 
the world yet the US alone 
spends more than $100 mil-
lion every day on weight loss 
programmes.  

A true green party

On second thought, pe-
rhaps those loonies at the 
Dark Mountain Project have 
a point. We must really hate 
ourselves and the planet to 
be putting everyone through 
such a terrifying, drawn-out 
ordeal. And we don’t actually 
deserve a second chance. It’s 
not that simple though, is 
it? We know that something 
wrong and hopefully the 
urge to do something about 
it will become strong enough 
to straighten it out before 

it’s out. If we don’t, 
then the ingenuity 
and compassion hu-

manity received by 
the bucket loads will 

have been wasted on 
the human race. That’s 

a very sad prospect 
indeed.  

Obviously, 
this doesn’t 

mean that the greens, 
the real ones that is, 

have the solution. No 
one does. What they 
do have, however, 
are values (al-
though even these 

come at a premium 
nowadays). And although 

values don’t fi ll stomachs 
as Mauritians are fond of 

saying, they do come in ve-
ry handy when a country 
is at the crossroads, when 

tough decisions 
have to be made 
for the long ra-
ther than the 

short-term. That’s 
why we need a true 

Green Party (sorry 

Mr. Michel) in Mauritius. 
For that to happen 

though, certain criteria need 
to be fulfilled. Encouragin-
gly, we might be closer to 
the day this happens than 
we think. It’s often said that 
Mauritius is a microcosm 
of the world. This is true 
in terms of the variegate 
cultures and ethnic groups 
that inhabit it. But it also ap-
plies to the myriad economic 
and ecological challenges we 
face. Like many other places, 
we have an aging population, 
a fact that will seriously put 
into question our ability to 
fund our beloved Welfare 
State. We’ve opened up our 
economy to the world for 
long enough to see that it 
comes with cons as well as 
pros. We’ve even begun wei-
ghing the latter against the 
former. 

We’re also becoming in-
creasingly preoccupied by 
issues such as food and wa-
ter security, climate change 
and the protection of our 
biodiversity. As a Small Is-
land Developing state, we’d 
be completely insane if we 
didn’t. The above is proof 
that the population will soon 
be ready for an alternative 
political force, one that will 
try to find solutions for the 
people rather than for its 
people. It might have to join 
forces with existing alterna-
tive parties, such as Rezis-
tans ek Alternativ. Or it might 
choose to follow a completely 
original course. Who knows? 
And that’s the beauty of it: 
the future remains to be 
written.   

It will obviously face 
myriad obstacles, of which 
communalism, corruption 
and cronyism are but three. 
These cannot be overcome, 
at least not completely; they 
form part of the human fa-
bric. The challenge, however, 
will not be to confront them 
head on but rather to achieve 
a critical mass of people who 
want lasting change. And it’s 
closer than we think. 

Nicholas RAINER  
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Green buildings are part of a global response to in-
creasing awareness of the role of human activity in causing 
global climate change. Buildings account for more than 
40% of all global carbon dioxide emissions, one of the main 
culprits implicated in the phenomenon of global warming. 
Many observers predict that half of the new buildings over 
the next three decades will occur in China alone, some 220 
billion square feet of new space for residential, commercial 
and industrial uses. Without a focus on energy-effi cient and 
green buildings, we have no chance for tackling global cli-
mate change.

A building’s “life” spans its planning; its design, 
construction and operation; and its ultimate

reuse or demolition. Often, the entity responsible for 
design, construction, and initial fi nancing of a building is 
different from those operating the building, meeting its 
operational expenses, and paying employees’ salaries and 
benefi ts. However, the decisions made at the fi rst phase of 
building design and construction can signifi cantly affect the 
costs and effi ciencies of later phases.

Viewed over a 30-year period, initial building costs ac-
count for approximately just two percent of the total, while 
operations and maintenance costs equal six percent, and 
personnel costs equal 92 percent. Building related costs are 
best revealed and understood when they are analyzed over 
the life span of a building. Life-cycle cost analysis—an in-
creasingly accepted analytical method that calculates costs 
over the “useful” or anticipated life of an asset—reveals that 
low up-front expenditures, though easier to fi nance at buil-
ding inception, can result in much higher costs over the life 
of a building or system. Choosing space-conditioning sys-
tems with the lowest fi rst cost, for example, may prove to be 
a poor life-cycle decision, when energy operations costs over 
the useful years of the systems are factored into the analysis.

Understanding Green Buildings
What do we mean when we speak of green buildings or 

high-performance buildings? 
A green building, refers to any building that meets the 

high standards set forth in the US Green Building Council’s 
(USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign (LEED) Green Building Rating System, the pre-emi-
nent metric system by which new buildings are judged to 
be environmentally conscious or the European version 
(BREEAM)Building Research Establishment Environ-
mental Assessment Method .

According to the USGBC, these buildings incorporate 

design and construction practices that signifi cantly reduce 
or eliminate the negative impact of buildings on the envi-
ronment and occupants in fi ve broad areas:

● Sustainable site planning.
● Safeguarding water and water effi ciency.
● Energy effi ciency and renewable energy.
● Conservation of materials and resources.
● Indoor environmental quality

LEED provides for four levels of certifi cation, in ascen-
ding order of achievement: Certifi ed, Silver, Gold and Plati-
num. In Singapore I took cognizance of advances made by 
Building and Construction Authority when I attended BEX 
Asia in October 2009 - Southeast Asia’s Building Exhibi-
tion for an Eco-friendly future which was designed to offer 
a one-stop-shop for the building trade who is increasin-
gly looking for environmentally friendly solutions to meet 
Green certifi ed ratings. Over 100 key players from around 
the world showcased the newest in revolutionary Green 
building products and services .The exhibition hosted a 
foray of the latest cement technologies, thermal insulations, 
adhesives and tiles, industrial fl ooring and power systems 
to interior fi nishes, lightings and sanitary wares - all com-
mitted to increasing energy and water effi ciency, improving 
environmental protection, bettering indoor environmental 
quality and promoting sustainability and waste reduction. 
On the other hand at the Eco building conference in March 

2010 at SVICC, I took cognizance of current green projects 
in Mauritius such as MCB new Headquarters at St Jean.
What determines the cost of a green 
building?

● First and foremost, it depends on what the design 
team and owner are trying to achieve. If it’s a LEED Pla-
tinum building, they most likely will use green roofs and 
photovoltaics, two expensive additions to a project that may 
not be included in a LEED Silver or possibly even a LEED 
Gold project.

● Second, it depends how early in the process the pro-
ject decides to pursue sustainable design and construction. 
It is best if that decision is made as early as possible, even 
during the site selection process, so that a building can be 
properly oriented, with a rectangular shape that allows for 
good day lighting and effi cient passive solar design mea-
sures.

● Third, it depends still on the experience of the design 
and construction team with green buildings; the more ex-
perience, the less the cost premium based on both fear of 
the unknown and lack of knowledge about sourcing green 
products, for example. Less-experienced teams often use 
green building consultants to help them out with their fi rst 
project, to accelerate the learning curve.

Benefi ts 
of Green Building

According to a report from Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity analyzing day lighting research, “Eleven case studies 
have shown that innovative day lighting systems can pay for 
themselves in less than one year due to energy and productivity 
benefi ted …the ROI [return on investment] for day lighting is 
over 185%.”

The fi nancial benefi ts of green buildings are many. They 
include reduced energy consumption and their associated 
costs, increased occupant productivity and worker retention, 
increased market values, and reduced health liability risks 
due to better indoor air quality. Hence there is a compel-
ling business case for considering a green building for new 
construction projects. 

Vikram JEETAH

Chartered Quantity Surveyor

The business case for high 
performance green buildings

The ESU is an educational charity that 
was founded in the United Kingdom in 
1913 by Sir Evelyn Wrench with the motto 
of ‘Creating Global Understanding through En-
glish’. One of the very fi rst Chairmen of the 
ESU was none but Sir Winston Churchill. As 
an educational charity, the ESU is fi nancially 
dependent on the generosity of its members, 
individual donors and corporate sponsors in 
order to be able to carry out its mission. 

Today the ESU reaches out to young 
people worldwide from every social 
background encouraging them to use 
English well in order to achieve their own 
potential. It partners and is supported by 
many of the world’s most famous compa-
nies and it deploys information technology 
to advance international understanding in 
every way possible.

The ESU was founded in Mauritius 

1988 by the late Sir Rabindrah Ghurburrun, 
Kt., QC, G.O.S.K., who was the fi rst Patron 
and, Sir Victor Glover, Kt., G.O.S.K, as the 
fi rst President. In November 2009, ESU 
Mauritius gained the status of a CSR entity 
by the Government of Mauritius. The ESU 
bears CSR Number: N/1208 and welcomes 
donations from well-wishers and corporates.

In Mauritius, the activities of the ESU 
have focused predominantly on secondary 
schools. Every year, the ESU organizes the 
National Public Speaking Competition, the 
National Spelling Bee Competition and 
the Young Commonwealth Competition. 
The Young Commonwealth Competition 
is organized jointly with the Royal Com-
monwealth Society whose Honorary repre-
sentative in Mauritius is Sir Victor Glover, 
the Patron of the ESU. 

It is the ambition of the ESU is that these 

events will foster the use of English and en-
courage students hone in their communica-
tion skills and develop their self-confi dence 
through the English language and keep to a 
high standard. In particular, the Internatio-
nal Public Speaking Competition beings the 
added advantage of providing an opportu-
nity to our local fi nalist meet and share their 
ideas and culture with the fi nalists of all the 
ESU branches. Every year, the national win-
ners from all the ESU branches established 
within the global village compete amongst 
themselves at the prestigious International 
Public Speaking Competition that is organi-
sed yearly by our Headquarters in London. 

ESU Mauritius is extremely proud and 
thrilled to announce that the International 
Public Speaking Competition 2009 was won 
by a very talented young Mauritian, Mr Se-
bastien Ng Kuet Leong, from the Collège 

du St. Esprit. Also, one of the fi nalists for 
the National Public Speaking Competition 
2009, Miss Tayla Carrim, won a State Scho-
larship this year. The ESU is certain that their 
success has motivated and will continue to 
motivate young people participate increasin-
gly in activities that have an educational value 
and encourage them strive to reach higher 
goals and develop their full potential whether 
as students today or the burgeoning leaders 
of tomorrow.

It is the ambition of the ESU for 
this year to accommodate a wider 
range of activities in its portfolio. 
Accordingly, the ESU is organising a 
series of events for the celebration of 
the bi-centenary arrival of the British 
in Mauritius. The first of this series 
is an essay/drawing competition set 
out below.

The English-Speaking Union

This green building concept from Dubai is one of many 
such projects fl ourishing around the world.



The South-African head-
quarters of Standard Bank 
released its annual economic 
outlook on Mauritius early this 
week. Its projections for 2010 are 
as follows: the real gross domes-
tic product growth is expected to 
rise to 4.5%, while annual infl ation 
will average 3.3%. The current ac-
count defi cit is estimated to nar-
row to 7% of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). As for the fi scal 
defi cit, it would increase to 4.5%.

“The medium outlook for 
Mauritius remains positive. The go-
vernment’s strong drive to diversify 
the economy should begin to pay off 
as the fi nancial and ICT sectors, in 
addition to manufacturing indus-

tries, benefi t from strong investment 
and incentives. (…) The ICT sector 
is keen to take advantage of the 
country’s high literacy rates and bi-
lingual skills encouraging the deve-
lopment of call centres and business 
process outsourcing. The tourism 
industry also provides signifi cant 
opportunity,” says Anita Last, au-
thor of the research report.

Textiles, tourism and 
construction, the key drivers of 
economic growth, contracted in 
2009, leading to a 2.8% expan-
sion of GDP. However, on the 
back of global economic recove-
ry, “fi ltering into trade and trans-
portation as well as the impact of the 
stimulus package on the economy,” 

the growth is forecast to be 4.5%.
The growth is calculated on 

the basis of the tourism sector 
slowly getting back to the 2008 
fi gures in terms of the rise in tou-
rist arrivals. Anita Last, the ana-
lyst, banks on arrivals reaching 
915 000, representing an increase 
of 5% over the 2009 fi gures. She 
assumes that Europe, our main 
market, will recover in addition 
to the arrival of new visitors from 
Africa and the possible “spill-over 
effects of the holding of the Soccer 
World Cup in South Africa.” The 
transport, storage and communica-
tions sectors are also expected to re-
gister growth above 5.3% in 2009, 
“mostly due to the expectation of im-
proved performances in air transport 
and tourism- related activities”.

After having reached a low 
0.1% in October 2009, the infl a-
tion rate will remain low and on 
average “will stay below the 5% tar-
get in 2010, at 3.3%”. On a note of 
caution, Anita Last points out the 
impact of the government stimu-
lus packages, as well as food and 
oil price increases as the recovery 

comes into full swing. “Mauritius 
remains particularly susceptible to 
the increase in global agricultural 
commodity prices, as it relies on im-
ports for a large part of its domestic 
food consumption. Higher fuel prices 
will translate into higher transport 
and utility costs,” states the analyst.

With regard to debt, the 
current levels of public debt are 
projected to increase to 50.4% of 
GDP, up from 49.7%, and will be 
mainly fi nanced by an increase in 
foreign borrowing from 6.5% of 
GDP to 8.8%. “Notwithstanding 
some pressures on government fi -
nances stemming from fi scal mea-
sures, public sector debt is likely to 
remain below the ceiling of 60% of 
GDP prescribed in the Public Debt 
Management Act 2008. Therefore, 
this level does not negatively affect 
debt sustainability. In the long term, 
the main emphasis will be on redu-
cing the fi scal defi cit to around 2% 
of GDP and bringing down public 
domestic debt by around 10% of 
GDP”.

Kamlesh BHUCKORY

Shaky UK imports lesser and…

Europe is our biggest export destination, with 66% of the total, says the Standard Bank, quoting 2009 
fi gures from the Central Statistics Offi ce. The United Kingdom remained the biggest single market, 
accounting for 27%. Nonetheless, it is the single major market to have shrunk by 24.7% while those for 
France, the US, Madagascar, Italy and South Africa, went up by 18.0%, 18.6%, 4.5%, 16.1% and 20.8% 
respectively.

A decrease of 89.9% was recorded in total exports to the United Arab Emirates as a consequence of 
the decrease of re-exports of cell phones.

On the other hand, emerging markets such as South Africa, Reunion Island and Seychelles registered 
increases of 20.8%, 15.3% and 19.9% respectively.

As for imports, our main countries of supply are India, China, France, South Africa and Japan with 
18.7%, 12.6%, 11.7%, 8.7% and 3.2% respectively.

“It’s time for Africa…”
The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

and the African Development Bank published a joint report on pros-
pects for the African continent in 2010. Southern Africa’s recovery 
from the crisis will be at a slower pace than that of other regions, says 
the report, released in Ivory Coast on Monday. In terms of growth, 
Mauritius is forecast at 4.2% in 2010 and 4.7% in 2011. See below 
where the local economy stands and which countries are going to be 
the main achievers. 
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“The medium outlook 
for Mauritus remains positive”

2008 2009 2010

National Accounts 
(billions, Rs)

265.19 277.3 314.0

Growth 5.0% +2.8 % +4.5%

Infl ation 9.2% 2.5% 3.3%

Exchange rate 
(Rs v/s USD)

31.6 31.9 34.0

Gross external debt 
(% of GDP)

4.6% 6.5% 8.8%

Country 2010 2011
% %

Ethiopia 9.7 10.9

Angola 8.4 7.9

Uganda 7.4 7.9

Ghana 6.4 8.3

Zimbabwe 6.0 6.0

Zambia 5.8 5.9

Tanzania 5.7 5.8

Egypt 5.4 6.1

Rwanda 5.1 5.3

Nigeria 4.4 5.5

Morocco 4.3 4.9

Mauritius 4.2 4.7

Seychelles 3.9 4.2

Ethiopia is topping Africa 
in terms of growth rate.

Forecast of selected indicators
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