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There is no doubt that our country has its fair 
share of poverty. Some of our citizens are crip-
plingly poor and our hearts go out to them. In 
our legitimate sympathy, however, we must not 
confuse issues. We have to remain lucid and it is 
crucial that we keep our eye on the ball.

Squatting and land grabs are illegal acts and 
can be a threat to the cornerstones of our consti-
tution. There are many law-abiding citizens who 
are much poorer than many squatters. For the 
record, back in 2000, 648 NHDC units were bro-
ken into on the eve of the last general election! 
These units were destined for those destitute ci-
tizens who had been working hard, contributing 
to their PEL account and patiently waiting in the 
queue. Some of the people who forcefully took 
possession of these fl ats were not poor and one 
family even owned a house. 

This opportunism seems to be coming back 
in force. However, if the last government, be-
cause of the imminent polls, gave clear instruc-
tions to the police not to take any action, it is 
pleasing indeed to see the Prime Minister stand 
his ground against the Riche Terre squatters who 
are using hunger strike to get their way. ‘A bunch 
of hot-headed guys will not force me to give in,’ 
he says. That is not heartlessness. It is leadership. 

If you can trade a piece of land which does not 
belong to you for another piece of land and the 
additional sum of Rs. 120 000, you are not a vic-
tim. If you do not say ‘thank you’ to the taxpayer, 
you are ungrateful. If you think you have the ball 
at your feet and while basking in media attention 
you try to up the ante and stand in the way of 
development, your behaviour is unacceptable. If 
you go on hunger strike, it becomes absurd. If it 
is just before the general election, it is downright 
opportunistic. It you use the P.M.’s constituency 
and the help of an opponent in search of some 
cheap votes, which as it turned out he might 
not need, it is blackmail and, if it is tolerated, 
the responses will be about as automatic as the 
response to a doctor’s refl ex hammer.

Hunger strike is used as a noble and selfl ess 
means to fi ght for others. It is degrading to see 
people using it for their own opportunistic ma-
terial gains. It is in times like these that a leader 
demonstrates his leadership by not giving in to 
blackmail and sensationalism for fear of losing 
votes. When the hunger strikers are hungry, they 
will eat. Those who die for ideals have ideals 
worth dying for! 
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Strip Search To Coun-
ter Underwear Bombers. 
Expect longer lines and some 
more hassle when you travel. 
Since the Nigerian Umar Fa-
rouk Abdulmutallab attempted 
to bring down an airplane by 
using an explosive concea-
led in his underwear, airport 
security around the world is 
getting ultra-tightened. Air-
ports in North America, Eu-
rope and Africa are currently 
being equipped with full-body 
scanners – in the US 150 scan-
ners will be installed in the 
upcoming weeks. Passengers 
at Charles de Gaulle, in Paris, 
are already being scanned on 
an experimental basis. Ins-
tead of X-rays which show the 
skeleton of the passenger, the 
more advanced body scanner 
uses millimetric waves which 
reveal everything beneath the 
clothes and on the skin. While 
many passengers welcomed 
the new scanner for safety rea-
sons, some felt offended by the 
idea of being examined. Avai-
lable for several years, body 
scanners have been avoided 
since they make people appear 
naked. Pope Benedict XVI is 
probably among the most fa-

mous privacy advocates who 
have spoken out against the use 
of body scanners, insisting that 
“human dignity must be pre-
served (…) It is important to 
remember that in every project 
and activity, the fi rst ‘capital’ 
to safeguard and value is the 
person, in his or her integrity 
despite economic pressures 
and terrorist threats,” Pope 
Benedict stated, according to 
the Catholic News Agency. 
Even the Bollywood superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan has raised 
questions about personal pri-
vacy. He recently claimed on 
British television that screeners 
at London Heathrow Interna-
tional Airport asked him to au-
tograph a printed naked image 
of himself. Airport authorities 
refuted his account…

French against Euro-
pean Sky. The problem at 
Charles de Gaulle is not only 
about the body scanners. 
France’s civil aviation authority 
ordered airlines to cancel many 
of their fl ights to protest against 
European Union’s plans to 
merge air traffi c control sys-
tems under an initiative called 
the “Single European Sky”. 
French unions fear the changes 

will result in job cuts and the 
loss of special civil servant 
benefi ts. In Greece also, air 
traffi c controllers planned a 
24-hour strike to protest plan-
ned government budget cuts. 

Fake European Pass-
ports. Dubai offi cials have 
identifi ed several holders of 
European passports among the 
main suspects in the death of a 
senior Hamas leader in a hotel 
room in Dubai. Soon after, go-
vernments in Britain, Ireland, 
France and Germany all came 

forward to say that they sus-
pected the passports were “is-
sued fraudulently”. The release 
of this information has provo-
ked a diplomatic uproar in Eu-
rope, with the U.K. launching 
a full investigation into how 
its passports were able to be 
used fraudulently. According 
to Dubai police, there is suffi -
cient evidence against Israel’s 
intelligence service, Mossad, in 
the alleged murder, but haven’t 
revealed any details. The Israe-
lis have not commented this 

case but they are being called 
by Europeans to task to offer 
explanations. 

Can Africa avoid 
Coups? After Mauritania, 
Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar, it 
is now the turn of Niger’s Pre-
sident to be ousted by military 
offi cials. Offi cially condemned 
by democratic governments 
worldwide and by the African 
Union, Mamadou Tandja’s 
ouster is widely praised in Ni-
ger by the population in gene-
ral. People in the streets seem 
happy that guns have restored 
democracy. Tandja, who won 
two elections, in 1999 and 
2004, did not step down last 
December after 10 years in 
power. Instead, he modifi ed the 
Constitution to stay in power. 
The military junta which 
overthrew Niger’s president 
last week appointed a civilian, 
Mahamadou Danda, to be 
Prime minister until new elec-
tions are held. The junta has 
set no timetable for elections. 
This is yet another example 
of the failure of democracy in 
countries where the supreme 
leaders refuse to relinquish 
power, especially after two 
mandates…

Hey…cool! 

To provide maximum comfort for 
pupils, the Ministry of Education has 
decided to equip classrooms with air-
cons. This is intended improve pupils’ 
performance. In a few weeks, some 
classrooms will be equipped while 
others will have to wait their turn. The 
private sector has been invited to join 
in the fi nancing of this project. 

Get your money ready 
The fi rst tenant of the Mall of 

Mauritius in Ebene is Shoprite, which 
will be followed by another Shoprite 
Checkers for those who can afford it.

Winners and Losers 
● The banning of private tuition 

up to Standard IV goes on undeterred 
by the protests of the teachers’ unions 
and their threats to take legal action.

● Winners and LosersThe small 
farmers who were occupying state 
land illegally can carry on with their 
strike undisturbed. The Prime Mi-
nister’s reaction has been fi rm and 

unyielding. They will eat when they 
are hungry.

● The canteen operators have 
to abide by the regulations of the 
Ministry of Health: dairy products 
can be sold only in the canteens 
which are equipped with refrigera-
tors. The list of foods to be put on 
sale has not changed. 

● The Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Arvind Boollel, denounced 
the hypocricy of the British re-
garding the so-called Marine Pro-
tected Area (MPA) project in the 
Chagos Islands. Lalit joined in to 
denounce the fact that the MPA 
is an attempt at masking Britain’s 
illegal occupation of the territory.

● The efforts of the govern-
ment to repatriate Christian Li and 
Iqbal Osman have paid off. The 
two Mauritian nationals who were 
detained in the Congo are back in 
their home country and had a mee-
ting with the P.M.

Touria PRAYAG

The Week at a Glance]

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

The Naked Truth

New security measures in international airports 
involve full body scans.
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[ W e l l s a i d : 

“I have a heart, 
but I will not give 
in to blackmail.” 
The Prime Minis-
ter on the squat-
ters’ hunger strike 
in Riche Terre.

 [ s i l e n c e  i s
 

g o l d e n

“Paul Bérenger 
mentioned the 
possibility of 
nominations after 
the elections.” 
Dinesh Ramjuttun 
adapting 
his ambitions 
to the circums-
tances. 

Events]
Le Bal des Actrices 
Catch this fi lm on Canal+ or Canal+ 
Cinema before it disappears! Le Bal des 
Actrices is a French–language fi lm with 
a fairly star-studded cast, written and 
directed by Maiwen Le Besco.Released 
in 2009, it has had considerable suc-
cess in France.The director, who plays 
herself, is making a documentary about 
actresses and their neuroses. Already 
troubled by diffi culties with her family 
life, she complicates matters still further 
by falling for one of her subjects.

Blue Note 
An exhibition on jazz, Blue Note, is on 
at The Blue Penny Museum at Caudan 

Waterfront until March 13th. It is meant 
to be a tribute not only to those famous 
jazzmen who rose to fame from very 
humble backgrounds but also to Jose 
Therese and the great work he has done 
teaching music to the young people of 
Rochebois. Plenty of pictures and record 
sleeves to bring back memories for jazz 
enthusiasts.  

Il Etait Une Fois… 
Local theatre production : Il Etait Une 
Fois… Bernadette S de Lourdes a two-
hour long play by Tico Soupaya at the 
Serge Constantin Theatre, Vacoas from 
March 5th to 30th.Tickets from Rs 200 – 
Rs 275. Children under 12: Rs 100. Call 
Otayo on 466 9999 for more information.

Animals 
Immedia has announced the theme of 
this year’s short story collection: Ani-
mals. Contributions may be in French, 
English or Kreol and must be handed 
in by the end of June at latest. This is 
the seventeenth edition of the collec-
tion. Selected stories are published 
each year in the Collection Maurice.
Details from Immedia on 208 1030.

Ecriture de Lumière
Exhibition of photographs by Ariane 
L’Homme entitled Ecriture de Lumière 
at Barkly Wharf (First fl oor), Caudan Wa-
terfront, from Saturday February 27th to 
Saturday March 6th.

Photo of the week]

Launching ceremony  of the National Policing  Strategic Framework.

Degaze = hurry up
Not to be confused with the 
French word “dégager” (to 
produce, free or bring out), 
“degaze” is usually said twice 
in quick succession 
in order to emphasize a 
sense of urgency. 

Kreol
korner]
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Y
ou know the elec-
tions are near 
when knees start 
jerking like fl ying 
kicks in a Bruce 
Lee fi lm. And 
the Prime minis-
ter’s announce-

ment on Tuesday that he 
intends to reintroduce the 
death penalty for certain cri-
mes, such as drug traffi cking, 
had more than a whiff of po-
pulism about it. His brashness 
is all the more surprising given 
that government voted in fa-
vour of a UN moratorium on 
the use of the death penalty as 
recently as December 2008. 
What would it mean if the 
country were to reintroduce 
capital punishment? Nothing 
good apparently. 

First things fi rst though. 
The death penalty has been 
abolished or suspended in 
most of the world for three ve-
ry good reasons. Firstly, there’s 
no solid evidence that capital 
punishment acts as a deter-
rent against crime. Secondly, 
there’s always the risk that in-
nocent people are executed as 
a result of judicial mistakes. 
Lastly, there’s a compelling 
case to be made that the death 
penalty is completely and ir-
remediably incompatible with 
human rights.

The fact that in 2006, 91% 
of judicial executions were 
carried out by countries such 
as China, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, 
Sudan and the US tends to 
give credence to this affi rma-
tion (even if the latter country 
is marginally the odd one out). 
Were Mauritius to integrate 
this club, it would greatly sully 
the image it tries to project, 
namely that it fancies itself as a 
modern and progressive place. 
It would also be part of a very 
small minority. Out of the 15 
countries that comprise the 
Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC), 
only Botswana still has re-
course to capital punishment. 

Although institutionalized 
murder was only abolished 
in December 1995 with the 
Abolition of Death Penalty 
Act (ADPA), it hadn’t been 
used since 1987 when the 

then Prime Minister, Ane-
rood Jugnauth, declared that, 
“no death sentence is to be car-
ried out for the time being”. So 
what would it take to bring it 
back? Since the Constitution 
doesn’t preclude the use of 
capital punishment, a simple 
parliamentary vote would suf-
fi ce to repeal the ADPA, thus 
effectively reintroducing the 
death penalty. 

That would be the easy 
part. The hard part would be 
to come to terms with the im-
plications of such a decision on 
both our national psyche and 
international reputation. Ac-
cording to Rajsoomer Lallah, 
member of the Human Rights 
Committee and former Special 
Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in Chile and 
Myanmar, the UN body has a 
very clear policy on the issue. 

“Once a country has abo-
lished capital punishment it can-
not reintroduce it”, he explains. 
With regards to the Mauritian 
context, he contends that “all 
the great political leaders have 
been against the death penalty. 
The reason why none of them 
ever submitted the issue to a refe-
rendum is because the population 
is unaware of its consequences, 
such as the risk of judicial mis-
takes”.  It’s also worth noting 
that, until Tuesday afternoon, 
the only leader of a mains-
tream political party who was 
openly in favour of capital 
punishment was the MSM’s 
Pravind Jugnauth. 

Lindley Couronne of the 
local section of Amnesty In-
ternational (AI) is particularly 
scathing about the announce-
ment. “It goes to show that the 
Prime Minister doesn’t know 
what to do. He’s trying to solve 
a social problem by introdu-
cing a criminal law. That’s not 
what I expect from the leader of 
a country like Mauritius. I fi nd 
this about-turn all the more sur-
prising, strange even, given that in 
the past Navin Ramgoolam has 
told Amnesty International that 
he doesn’t believe in the death pe-
nalty.” The human rights advo-
cate is of the opinion that he’s 
just trying to gain some politi-
cal capital ahead of the general 
elections. Even so, he risks “iso-
lating” himself. 

Rather than nattering on 
about bringing back judicial 

In praise 
of… alliances

ALL this talk of alliances is perplexing. It’s hijac-
king the airwaves, hogging the front pages. The pros-
pect of seeing Labour and the MMM join in unholy 
matrimony has become something of a monoma-
niacal obsession, a public health concern. A bit like 
mahjong in some places. Or Sergio Leone fi lms in 
others. It’s not our fault, mind you. People want to 
know! The future of the country is at stake here! Or 
so we’re told. So we do what we do best. We feed grist 
to the mill of your curiosity. Ours too, of course. Oh 
yes, this talk of alliances is a funny old thing indeed. 
And there’s no end in sight. 

In this respect, the 21st century is no different 
from the last one. We feared the millennium bug. 
We cowered at the mention of the fi nancial crisis. 
We spent sleepless nights worrying about swine fl u. 
But these were mere blips on the timeline of history 
compared to the overpowering Alliance Syndrome. 
It was. It is. It will be. There’s just no escaping it. You 
might try to fumble around in the dark, searching 
for a true purpose to your life but you will never 
fi nd one. Your soul beats in unison with the hypnotic 
rhythm of this awkward political courtship. 

It’s sad really. But, then again, so are many other 
things. Like the state of our prisons. Or the realiza-
tion that Mauritius will never qualify for the FIFA 
World Cup. Or even the decline of quality children’s 
TV. You win some. You lose some. Then you lose 
some more. Never mind that alliances have always 
been part of our landscape. They’ve come and 
they’ve gone, tossing us about mercilessly in their 
wake and dashing our hopes against rocks of cyni-
cism. This one, if it happens, will be no different. Oh 
no, it’ll be more of the same. Fortunately Tom Waits 
will be still around to wail that he wants to take the 
long road home. Life’s small mercies and all that.

So what’s going to happen to us poor denizens 
of this house of horrors? There’s no telling really. All 
we can do is hold out our begging bowls and meekly 
ask for a bit of justice, honesty and accountability. 
And hope for the best. Or must we? Don’t we have 
a say in all this? Will we be forever condemned to 
the role of bystanders? No, actually! If you’re one of 
those who believes that the average person is decent 
then it follows that society should be a decent entity.  
But if that’s so, why are we getting such a raw deal?  

Mull over that not-so-rhetorical question for a 
while. The answer isn’t pretty. In fact, it’s downright 
grim. But knowledge is power apparently. And it’s 
not really their fault, is it? It’s ours. Our laziness and 
complacency have emboldened the political class to 
an extraordinary degree. Rather than casting the 
money changers out of the temple, we supplied 
them with bed and board. More power to them, less 
to us. It’s the inverse-square law in full Technicolor. 

We’ll have to smell the roses some day. Yet so-
mething tells me that it won’t be of our own accord. 
We’ll have to be dragged out of our stupor kicking 
and screaming. Oh well, at least we’ll have all this 
talk of alliances to keep us busy.  

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

“Once a 
country has 
abolished 

capital 
punishment 

it cannot 
reintroduce 

it”.

THE DEATH
PENALTY

Prisoner on death row in U.S.

Killing in the name of…
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THAT is the topic of the 
debate which sparked off 
after the announcement by 
the Prime Minister of the 
re-introduction of the death 
penalty for heinous crimes 
like murder and its cousin 
drug traffi cking. 

The reaction was quick 
and predictable. Human 
rights activists are up in 
arms: killing is a violation 
of a human right: the right 
to live. Parents of victims’ 
associations and many indi-
viduals who are shocked at 
the increase in the incidence 
and violence of crime have, 
however, welcomed the pro-
posal as a way to deter hei-
nous crime and give justice 
to the victims’ families.

From a legal point of 
view, since Mauritius did 
not ratify the Second Op-
tional Protocol to the In-
ternational Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 
aiming at the abolition of 
the death penalty and as 
the death penalty was me-
rely suspended in 1995, it 
can be re-introduced by a 
simple majority vote.

From a moral point of 
view, however, many points 
can be raised. It is worth no-
ting that as more and more 
countries are abolishing the 

death penalty, paradoxical-
ly, some of the traditionally 
most liberal nations which 
thought of themselves as 
forgiving are now adopting 
a hard line on crime and 
punishment. This hardening 
attitude has been revealed in 
public opinion polls where 
62% of respondents in Ca-
nada and 54% in the U.K. 
voted in favour of the re-
introduction of the death 
penalty. While previously re-
habilitation and parole were 
the buzz words, Canadians 
and Britons are becoming 
increasingly skeptical about 

how effective these mea-
sures can be in changing 
criminal behaviour.

One of the main argu-
ments against capital pu-
nishment was summed up 
by Victor Hugo, “la peine 
irréparable suppose un juge 
infaillible.”  (Irreversible 
punishment presupposes 
an infallible judge).

Is capital punishment 
an effective deterrent? It is 
true that in some Islamic 
countries where the Sharia 
is applied, crime is low. But 
what has not been demons-
trated is whether low crime 
is directly related to capital 
punishment or is due to 
culture and upbringing. 
In the USA, there is no si-
gnifi cant difference in the 
rate of murders and other 
heinous crimes between 
the states where capital 
punishment has been 
abolished and those 
where it still exists.

The general per-
ception in Mauritius 
remains that the law 
is too lenient and 
that murderers are 
getting away…with 
murder!

Touria PRAYAG

 

To kill or not to kill

The Poisonwood Bible by North Ame-
rican author Barbara Kingsolver is an 
impressive book. By its size, fi rst of all, 
which is…. biblical. It is at the same 
time a family story and an epic account 
of a clash of cultures, the two being ad-
mirably well woven
together. The Reverend Price is an evan-
gelical Baptist preacher from the Deep 
South who more or less forcibly takes 
his wife and four daughters to spread 
the Word to the benighted Africans in 
a remote village in what was then the 
Belgian Congo. The four daughters take 
turns to narrate the events from their 
own very individual viewpoints, the 
mother intervening from time to time 
with her own story as a long-suffering 
wife. Rachel, the eldest girl, is mainly 
concerned about how she will wash her 
‘extremely blond’ hair when her one 
and only bottle of shampoo fi nishes. 
Ruth-May, the youngest, is the fi rst to 
integrate as in an amazingly beautiful 
scene she organises a game of ‘Mother 
May I?’ with all the village children. In 
between are Leah and Adah, the twins, 
Leah being slightly disabled from birth. 
She reads everything backwards and 
her acutely intelligent and often strange 
observations give an extra dimension 
to the story. Leah is the one who falls in 
love, for ever, with Africa.
As for the Reverend, his ill-advised 
efforts to change the lives of the ‘natives’ 
are a total failure. His attempts to bap-
tize children in the nearby river come 
to nothing – and it takes him several 
months to discover that this is because a 
child was devoured by crocodiles there 
the previous year.
The ‘poisonwood’ of the title is a tree 
which ‘attacks’ the person who tries 
to cut it down by causing a very pain-
ful allergic reaction, as the Reverend 
discovered to his cost when he tried to 
create a garden in order to ‘teach’ the 
villagers how to grow vegetables.(In all 
this we are inevitably reminded of the 
ineptitudes of Iraq and Afghanistan…) 
The story has a political dimension too, 
for this was the time of independence 
and the assassination of Patrice Lu-
mumba, a dynamic young leader whose 
ideas were too radical for the powers 
which still ruled his newly independent 
country. A multi-layered work, often 
very funny, at times totally heart-ren-
ding, this novel is a huge and unforget-
table read.

Beti PEERUN

executions, Lindley Cou-
ronne believes that Mauritius 
should go ahead and ratify the 
Second Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenant on 
Cultural and Political Rights, 
an instrument that effectively 
abolishes the death penalty. 
No less than 72 countries have 
already ratifi ed the protocol. 
Some of them, such as South 
Africa, have far bigger crime 
problems than Mauritius, yet 
they have resisted the temp-
tation of re-introducing the 
death penalty.

“The particular needs clai-
med to be served by the death 
penalty differ from time to time 
and from society to society. In 
some countries the penalty is 
considered legitimate as a means 
of preventing or punishing the 
crime of murder. Elsewhere it 
may be deemed indispensable 
to stop drug-traffi cking, acts of 

political terror, economic corrup-
tion or adultery. Every society 
seeks protection from crimes. Far 
from being a solution, the death 
penalty gives the erroneous im-
pression that fi rm measures 
are being taken against crime. 
It diverts attention from the 
more complex measures which 
are really needed”, warns The 
Death Penalty vs. Human 
Rights, an AI report.  

This rings particularly true 
when one considers why the 
Prime minister wants to rein-
troduce the death penalty here: 
to combat drug traffi cking. 
And there’s an urgent need 
to do just that. The illicit trade 
in drugs is causing immeasu-
rable damage to society. Yet 
restoring capital punishment 
will not achieve much unless 
it’s accompanied by the sort of 
political will needed to bust the 
barons behind the drug trade. 

If it isn’t, we’ll simply end up 
sending drug mules to the gal-
lows without addressing the 
root of the problem. 

Having said this, Navin Ra-
mogoolam’s threat should be 
taken in its proper context. The 
elections are just around the 
corner and many Mauritians 
are preoccupied with what they 
perceive to be a deterioration of 
law and order. The prospect of 
restoring capital punishment 
will doubtless help him win over 
those demanding tougher jus-
tice for criminals. This doesn’t 
mean that he’ll go through with 
it. Still, the fact that the Prime 
minister is trying to appeal to 
our baser instincts in order to 
secure a few extra votes is har-
dly an encouraging sign. It is, 
after all, a question of life and 
death.

Nicholas RAINER  
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are preoccupied with what they 
perceive to be a deterioration of 
law and order. The prospect of 
restoring capital punishment 
will doubtless help him win over 
those demanding tougher jus-
tice for criminals. This doesn’t 
mean that he’ll go through with 
it. Still, the fact that the Prime 
minister is trying to appeal to 
our baser instincts in order to 
secure a few extra votes is har-
dly an encouraging sign. It is, 
after all, a question of life and 
death.

Nicholas RAINER

Barbara 
Kingsolver

Clash of Cultures
Book review ]
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● The British Council took 
people by surprise when it 
announced the closure of 
its library services after 
many decades of existence. 
What are the reasons 
behind this decision? 

The fi rst thing to say is 
that the British Council is 
not closing in Mauritius. 
We have been in Mauritius 
for 60 years now and we are 
fully committed to delivering 
a programme of services to 
meet the changing needs of 
our customers. This is the 
main reason for closing our 
Knowledge and Learning 
Centre. We are reallocating 
resources to move from a 
service that serves only a few 
people to projects that serve a 
wider target audience. 

In essence there are four 
reasons for closure. The fi rst 
is the steady decline in the 
number of memberships. To 
give you an example, in 2005 
we had 4000 members and 
this year we have just over 
500. Most afternoons the 
Knowledge and Learning 
Centre is deserted and most 
of the customers basically use 
it as an Internet café. 

The second reason is that 
we serve a narrow geographi-
cal area, as 75% of our custo-
mers come from the Rose Hill 
area. We are not reaching the 
communities around the is-
land that we want to reach. 

I recognise that when the 
library was fi rst established it 
served a useful purpose. It was 
diffi cult to access materials in 
English. But now the situation 
is very different. English books 
are easily available in books-
hops and I heard recently 
of an interesting initiative in 
schools, where book clubs are 
being established, each student 
bringing in a book at the start 
of each term so that it becomes 
a resource for the entire class to 
read. I think initiatives like that 
are really worth supporting. 
They bring books to young 
people, rather than having 
people come to one centre. 

Finally, as an organisa-
tion we also need to think 
about impact. If the num-
bers are falling, this means 
we are not achieving the im-
pact that we need. We have 
to ensure that we make the 
most of the resources that are 
available to us to reach large 
numbers of people.

● You have spoken of a 
dramatic decline in mem-
bership, while the Charles 
Baudelaire Centre is mo-
ving to bigger premises. 
Do you think this may si-
gnal a decreasing interest 
in English as opposed to 
French?

I think there is an issue 
about the declining standards 
of English in Mauritius, and 
I see this as a priority area of 
work for the British Council. 
We want to support the 
teaching and learning of En-
glish. For example, last week, 
we had a consultant visiting, 
who talked at length with 
the Ministry of Education 
about ways in which the Bri-
tish Council could support 
the teaching and learning of 
English. Supporting the pro-
fessional development of tea-
chers is a way of tackling this 
particular issue. There is of 
course the issue of exposure 
to English in the media and I 
am pleased to see there are an 
increasing number of news-
papers reporting in English. 
I have had recent discussions 
with the MBC about pro-

gramming in English and I’m 
following up with the BBC to 
see if there’s anything we can 
do to support that. 

● The British Council has 
long been known for its li-
brary service and the ge-

neral feeling now is that it 
should be doing something 
to promote a reading 
culture in Mauritius. Are 
you planning to do this?

I think reading is very 
important and I know the 
Ministry of Education reco-
gnizes this. There are reading 
hours in schools. But for me, 
to encourage people to read, 
you need to bring resources 
to people rather than wait for 
them to come to  one particu-
lar centre in the island. This 
is why we are looking at ways 
to use the resources we have 
in our library to reach com-
munities that would fi nd it 
too diffi cult to come to Rose 
Hill. We will be in discussion 
with the Ministry of Local 
Government to see how we 
can do that. To raise the pro-
fi le of reading, you need to 

bring resources to people so 
it is easy for them to pick up a 
book and that has to be close 
to where they live or study. 

● Are there other areas of 
work supported by the Bri-
tish Council in Mauritius?

The British Council is 
present in over 100 countries 
throughout the world. In each 
of these countries there is a 
slightly different focus be-
cause as an organisation we 
want to respond to the needs 
of the country where we are 
based. Since I have arrived 
in the country, people have 
been expressing concerns 
about the level of English in 
Mauritius. So for me the fo-
cus of our work must be on 
the teaching and learning of 
English. 

We have our Teaching 
Centre, which has over 2000 
customers each year, many of 
them being young learners. 
We will continue to offer En-
glish classes, and we will in-
creasingly develop our offer 
for the corporate sector. We 
also administer a number of 
English exams or professional 
exams on behalf of UK ins-
titutions. These exams enable 
young people to realise their 
potential and open doors, so 
we are very pleased to pro-
vide this service. Our key area 
of activity in the future will 
be working very closely with 
the Ministry of Education to 
support the professional de-
velopment of teachers and 
the teaching of English in the 
classrooms. We are currently 
in the early stages of discus-
sions with the Ministry of 
Education about what we can 
do in this area. 

● What are your hopes 
for the future of English 
in Mauritius? Say, three 
years down the line, what 
would you like to see? 

One of the great strengths 
of Mauritius is that it is a 
multi-cultural and multi-
lingual island. I fi rmly be-
lieve that there is a place for 
every language, be it Creole, 
French or English. It is worth 
investing in all languages, not 
just in one or two. I would 
never advocate that English 
should be spoken at the ex-
pense of any other language. 
In three years’ time, I would 
hope that the population of 
Mauritius is as comfortable 
in English as they are in 
French and Creole. I hope 
all three languages will be 
regarded as important by 
the population and people 
will feel more at ease when 
speaking English. 

Melissa LOUIS

Dawn Long, Director of the British Council.

“I fi rmly 
believe 

that there 
is a place 
for every 
language”

INTERVIEW 
WITH

“A service to meet 
the changing needs 

of the country”
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Islamic Banking : what 
you should know

The HSBC bank is the only one in Mauritius at present to offer the services of Islamic banking.

In brief ]

M
auritius is now a 
full member of the 
Islamic Financial 

Services Board, the interna-
tional standard setting body of 
Islamic Banking. The country 
is thus, after Singapore, the 
second non-Islamic country 
to accede to this “coveted po-
sition”, as former Bank of 
Mauritius Governor Rund-
heersing Bheenick, stated 
end 2009. HSBC Amanah 
has already shown the way 
forward by opening opportu-
nities for actors in the fi nan-
cial sector to venture in the 
gulf and elsewhere. But what 
is it all about? And where do 
we stand? Muniruddeen Lall-
mahamood, Strategic Ma-
nagement & Islamic Finance 
Consultant, tells us.

 “There is no standard de-
fi nition as to what an Islamic 
Bank is but broadly speaking, it 
is an institution which mobilizes 
fi nancial resources and invests 
them in an attempt to achieve 
predetermined Islamically-ac-
ceptable social and fi nancial ob-
jectives”, explains the Islamic 
banking expert. Both mobili-
zation and investment of funds 
should be conducted in accor-
dance with the principles of 
Islamic law. And the fi rst and 
most important is that both 
the charging and the receiving 
of interest is strictly forbidden.

From an operational pers-
pective, all banks are equal. 
Be it the processes, the pro-
cedures, the legal framework, 

the regulatory framework, the 
risk controls, the concepts of 
products, customer and deli-
very channel, all apply to an 
Islamic bank in equal magni-
tude and signifi cance as they 
apply to a conventional bank. 
Although the operational pro-
cesses are the same as those of 
a conventional bank, the liabi-
lity and the business risk of an 
Islamic bank is concerned with 
the concept of fairness, the 
idea that all parties concerned 
should share in the risk and 
profi t of any endeavor. Mu-

niruddeen Lallmahamood 
stresses on the fact that it is 
worth noting that Islamic 
banking is for all individuals 
regardless of their religious 
beliefs. In other words, every 
Mauritian regardless of their 
faith would have access to an 
Islamic bank.

But how can Mauritius 
reap the benefi ts of Islamic 
banking? “In Mauritius, it may 
be considered as a vital factor for 
the country’s economic growth. 
Particularly, some  types of Isla-
mic fi nancial products cater for 

entrepreneur (individual) and 
small-to- medium size com-
panies. These could be directly 
or indirectly concerned with 
social values and contribute si-
gnifi cantly to empowering a 
community”, summarizes Mu-
niruddeen Lallmahamood.

The consultant further 
adds that Mauritius could 
adopt a pull strategy for fo-
reign Islamic banks to ope-
rate and compete alongside 
with the existing conventional 
banks to fi nance mega pro-
jects. A few examples would 
be the current demand in the 
real estate market or the Inte-
grated Resorts Scheme for the 
private sector. And he points 
out that this trend has been 
observed over the past years 
in Asia and Europe.

The government of Mau-
ritius could also benefi t from 
Islamic banking or Islamic 
fi nancial services. The issue 
of sovereign Sukuk (treasury 
bills) is a potential instrument 
to raise funds for the country’s 
development of its infrastruc-
ture, such as roads and new 
cities. In Mauritius, both the 
Financial Services Commis-
sion and the Stock Exchange 
of Mauritius would play a key 
role in the Islamic Capital 
markets. The former could act 
as a regulator and encourage 
the issuance of Sukuk, and the 
latter for listing them”, says 
the Islamic fi nance consultant.

Kamlesh BHUCKORY

The euro tumbled to a one-
year low against the yen 
yesterday and Asian stocks 
fell on fears that a potential 
downgrade of Greece’s debt 
rating will worsen Europe’s 
outlook and imperil the glo-
bal economic recovery. 
Standard & Poor’s said 
overnight that it may still cut 
its rating on Greece by up to 
two notches within a month, 
citing downside risks that 
could complicate Athens’ 
efforts to cut its massive 
defi cit.  Moody’s also told 
Reuters that Greece is still 
at risk of a downgrade if it 
deviates from its fi scal debt 
plan. The warnings from the 
credit agencies weighed 
on the euro and prompted 
investors to sell riskier 
assets such as equities and 
move into safer bets such 
as the Japanese yen. The 
euro dropped 1.2 percent 
against the yen to 120.48 
yen and 0.5 percent against 
the U.S. dollar to $1.3464. 
Major European stocks 
were expected to open as 
much as 0.5 percent lower, 
according to fi nancial book-
makers, ahead of consumer 
and business sentiment 
readings for the region later 
in the day. 

U.S Fed Reserve
denies interest hike

U.S. Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke told 
Congress on Wednesday a 
weak job market and tame 
infl ation warrant low inte-
rest rates for “an extended 
period,” curbing speculation 
the central bank was moving 
closer to raising borrowing 
costs. In his fi rst appearance 
before Congress following 
a testy confi rmation vote 
in the Senate last month, 
Bernanke offered a relatively 
somber assessment of the 
U.S. economy despite recent 
signs of strong growth. The 
country has lost 8.4 million 
jobs in just over two years in 
the most severe economic 
downturn since the Great 
Depression. The Fed chief 
said job losses were aba-
ting, but acknowledged the 
recession’s toll on American 
workers. “Notwithstanding 
the positive signs, the job 
market remains quite weak,” 
Bernanke told the U.S. 
House of Representatives Fi-
nancial Services Committee. 

Euro tumbles 
against yen as 
Greek debts loom

It’s all about having the right skills…
“One of the main requirements for an Islamic Bank to start 

its operations is to appoint a Sharia advisor. He is an expert 

in Islamic transaction or commercial law and preferably one 

who has substantial knowledge in economic and business stu-

dies. Expertise in Islamic commercial law is a necessary prere-

quisite for the proper discharge of the duty of ensuring Sharia 

compliance, as stipulated by the Accounting and Auditing Or-

ganisation for Islamic Financial Institutions (AAOIFI),the in-

ternational body for the Islamic banking and fi nance industry. 

Another essential requirement is a Sharia compliance offi cer. 

In Mauritius, when Islamic fi nancial institutions choose to ap-

point Sharia scholars outside the country, the presence of a 

Sharia compliance offi cer is important to liaise and ensure 

that Sharia principles set by the advisors are complied with.

Today a number of Islamic Financial Institutions have adopted 

both the AAOIFI and IFRS standards for fi nancial reporting. 

Accountants and external auditors would need understanding 

of the basic rules to properly conduct their duties in the Islamic 

Financial sector. It is worth noting that the Bank of Mauritius in 

Paragraph 20 of its Guidelines for Institutions Conducting Islamic 

Banking Business stipulates that in case of confl ict between the 

Guidelines on Public Disclosure of Information and the standards 

prescribed by AAOIFI, the criteria set by AAOIFI shall prevail”
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N
ow is really a 
bad time to 
bother politi-
cal leaders 
with triviali-
ties; they’re 
all busy nego-
tiating an 

electoral alliance. For the 
“greater good of the country”, 
naturally. Or so they say.

So what’s the rush? Why 
is the Mouvement Militant 
Mauricien (MMM)’s leader 
Paul Bérenger in such a hurry, 
not only to fi nalize an agree-
ment with Navin Ramgoo-
lam’s Labour party, but above 
all, to ensure that it becomes 
public knowledge? This need 
to publicize a deal that hasn’t 
yet been concluded clearly 
serves a purpose. 

The events leading to the 
meeting between Ramgoo-
lam and Bérenger on Mon-
day night follow the same 
pattern- the MMM an-
nouncing the candidature of 
Dinesh Ramjuttun in Triolet 
as Ramgoolam’s challenger 
while secretly negotiating with 
Ramgoolam, gives an indica-
tion of the urgency with which 
the MMM is operating.

Dinesh Ramjuttun now 
admits to having been made a 
fool of. He said after his mee-
ting with Bérenger, after the 
“news” had already broken 
that “a deal had already been 
made”, that Bérenger had told 
him that discussions between 
the Labour party and the 
MMM had been going on for 
the past six months.

The surprising thing- or 
perhaps not so surprising for 
those who claim to know Bé-
renger- is that the leader of 
the MMM has maintained 
week in week out for the past 
few months that although he 
wasn’t keen to make an ally of 
the Labour party, there was a 
lot of pressure for such a deal 
to be made. 

And so he obligingly com-
plied. This was of course, after 
the period when he thought 
that the MMM and the La-
bour party were utterly unsui-
ted for one another. MMM 

leader Paul Bérenger subse-
quently decided to overlook 
this tiny detail, for the “greater 
good”.

Arguments for a coalition 
between the Labour party 
and the MMM- a coalition of 
“national unity”, some call it- 
emerged quite a while back. 

The main argument for 
this was that it was not only 
important for all religious and 
ethnic groups to feel secure in 
the knowledge that they were 
“represented” but that only a 
“strong” and stable govern-
ment would be able to govern 
the country without being held 
hostage by the different lobby 
groups that usually gravitate 
around Government House. 

In an ideal world, that 
would be true. Unpopular but 
necessary measures- whether 
economic or otherwise- could 
be taken without the dema-
gogy of the opposition, go-
vernment wouldn’t need to 
constantly bow down to po-
pular demands and could fi -
nally get down to the business 
of managing this complicated 
country.

The trouble, of course, is 
that we don’t live in an ideal 
world. A coalition between 

two parties means two leaders 
working together. It means 
compromises, whether in 
terms of political manifestos, 
egos or appointments. 

It also means- or could 
mean- yet another clash of 
personalities. The Ramgoo-
lam-Bérenger coalition in 
1995 ended in disaster two 

years later, with Prime Minis-
ter Ramgoolam revoking his 
second in command because 
as Ramgoolam found out- a 
little too late, perhaps, too ma-
ny cooks spoil the broth.   

But most importantly, 
such a coalition could turn 
democracy into autocracy. 
Most political observers don’t 
agree on this theory, however, 
arguing that the leaders will 
be too busy fi ghting amongst 
themselves to have time to 
establish a dictatorship. Lalit 
member Ram Seegobin is of 
the opinion that the parliamen-
tary opposition has been so 
ineffective these past fi ve years, 
so intent were they on securing 
an agreement with the Labour 
party, that an all powerful go-
vernment made up of the two 
biggest political parties of the 
country will not make any dif-
ference whatsoever to the way 
things are managed.

And yet, the supposedly 
strong present government, 
despite an inept opposition, 
has not been altogether free of 
the infl uence of lobbies. 

But over and above the rea-
sons behind a Labour-MMM 
coalition, why is the MMM so 
desperate? And while we’re at 

it- why does Ramgoolam feel 
he needs an ally? 

He says he doesn’t. He 
says that his sole considera-
tion is “the greater good” and 
he denounces those who are 
pushing for a coalition “for 
their own personal interests”. 
The “personal interests” were 
enumerated yesterday by the 
Prime Minister- many Labour 
members feel it would be ea-
sier to get elected if they were 
in a coalition with the MMM, 
that they wouldn’t need to 
spend that much money to 
get elected while others, who 
are more likely to be candi-
dates in rural areas, are more 
in favour of an agreement with 
the Mouvement Socialiste Mi-
litant (MSM).  

Speaking of which, Prime 
Minister Ramgoolam hasn’t 
exactly given up on an alliance 
with the President’s son. And 
in this endeavour current par-
tner Parti Mauricien Social 
Démocrate (PMSD) is en-
couraging Ramgoolam to give 
this option further considera-
tion- a revival of the mythical 
“ble-blan-rouz” (a coalition 
involving Labour, PMSD and 
the MSM as in the eighties.)

Deputy Prime Minister 
Rashid Beebeejaun, not very 
keen on the MMM alterna-
tive, is also said to be encou-
raging Ramgoolam to look 
the other way. 

Whether he will or not is a 
matter for conjecture. 

But it still doesn’t answer 
the question of the despera-
tion of the MMM. The logi-
cal explanation is the fear that 
Ramgoolam is just playing 
for time. Or playing full stop. 
Trying to force the Prime Mi-
nister into an agreement now 
will leave less room for uncer-
tainties and nasty surprises 
nearer election time. 

Except that of course, in 
politics, there is no such thing 
as kept promises, especially 
as regards electoral alliances. 
And this is exactly what Na-
vin Ramgoolam’s speech on 
Tuesday showed.

Deepa BHOOKHUN 

Politics
An alliance for whose good? 

“The 
supposedly 

strong present 
government, 
despite an 

inept opposi-
tion, has not 
been alto-

gether free of 
the infl uence 
of lobbies.” 

Navin Ramgoolam and Paul Bérenger: old friends or future enemies? Time will tell…
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Dev Virahsawmy, one of the founders
of the MMM: a sad day for Mauritius
 “The present governing social alliance believed that politics should 
hold the helm and not allow the economy to have full sway. Now 
it seems that those who controlled the economy, that is the white 
tycoons, have succeeded in getting Navin Ramgoolam to toe the line 
and to ensure that neo-liberalism has full power. They want their men 
to be inside the government and their men are the MMM members.”

Dinesh Ramjuttun, ex-adviser to the P.M.: 
the beginning of the end for the MMM
“Such an alliance will not last long and might threaten the existence of 
the MMM. Bérenger will be kicked out of the government soon after 
the elections. We might have the same scenario that we witnessed 
in 2003 when Bérenger left government while many of his party 
members,including his loyal Bhagwan, did not follow. The repeat of such 
a scenario might mean the beginning of the end for Bérenger’s party”.

Somduth Dulthumun, MSDTF, speaking 
in his own name: hard for  Labour to work 
for 5 years with its MMM ally
“A Labour-MMM alliance is not ideal for Mauritius. The labour party 
is a social democratic party working for the masses whereas the 
MMM works for the “grand capital”, for the white oligarchy. It would 
be hard for Labour to work for 5 years with its MMM ally”.

Jack Bizlall, ex-MMM and trade unionist: 
unstable or totalitarian 
“The political alliance will have repercussions on our democratic 
system. They are aiming at a three-quarters majority. An alliance 
between the MMM, the PMSD and Labour will defi nitely be either an 
unstable one or a totalitarian one. Any alliance between carnivorous 
beasts cannot let the humble deer rest in peace, justice and liberty.”

Ibrahim Koodoruth, sociologist :
a hold-up on democracy
“A healthy democracy means a government with a good opposition. 
A Labour-MMM alliance would mean a walk-over for the next 
election, a hold-up on democracy. But then, such an alliance might 
be good for the important reforms awaiting the country in educa-
tion, law and the police force.”

Ram Seegobin, leader of Lalit :
condemned to fail
“Why such an alliance? To do what with a 60-0 government? 
All alliances which have swept all the 60 or nearly all the 60 
seats in parliament have ended in a split. The next alliance is 
condemned to fail.”

Dan Maray, political observer: no alliance 
for clean and honest election
“The fi rst question to ask is whether such an alliance is being made 
in the national interest or to allow these two parties to win the elec-
tion. I would not object if they provide proof that such an alliance is 
needed in the national interest. But for a clean and honest election, 
there should be no alliance.”

Raj Jugernauth 

Labour-MMM alliance
What political observers
and analysts think Inane

Isn’t our Prime Minister a wise man? We have a 
few law and order issues? Not a problem, let’s just 
reinstate capital punishment! Yeah right. If only it 
were so easy. 

Actually let me qualify this; he might be right after 
all. If we killed all the people who had cancer or aids 
or any other terminal diseases, there would defi nitely 
be fewer sick people. So it follows that if we kill crimi-
nals, there will be less crime. Yes, that’s indeed clever; 
one must give it to the Prime minister. 

I don’t know whether capital punishment is a de-
terrent or not. I really do not know whether people 
who are going to kill or rape or traffi c in drugs actual-
ly think about the penalty they might incur if caught. 
All I know is that it hasn’t been proved that capital 
punishment actually decreases crime. 

I don’t propose to get into the debate of why ha-
ving a murderous state is not a good thing, why the 
death penalty is considered barbarous- that’s a mat-
ter for Prime Ministers, 

Ministers and MPs and their conscience. In any 
event, the Prime Minister told you on Tuesday that he 
didn’t care whether you agreed with him or not- he 
has decided that capital punishment is the answer to 
the crime problem and so it will be. 

Wonderful, if you ask me. 

But that’s not why I write. A country has the go-
vernment, the leaders and the laws it deserves, after 
all. If Ramgoolam has decided that his decision will 
please a majority of people- it is certainly no coinci-
dence that the announcement was made at a political 
gathering and in a political context- he must know 
what he is talking about. So if a majority of my com-
patriots are so inane as to think that hanging a couple 
of people every decade is going to solve our problems, 
then what can you do? 

I write because it makes me furious that govern-
ment is dealing with law and order in such a frivo-
lous manner. You want to solve the law and order 
problem? Go to its roots. Find out why people act as 
they do, fi nd out why values have been lost, and fi nd 
out where the malaise comes from. 

Once you’ve found out, deal with it in the prisons. 
Restore not the hanging but the rehabilitation pro-
cess. Take it seriously, treat those people, make them 
better human beings when they are sent back into 
society. 

Ensure that when they’re back among us, they 
are not left to their own devices; help them make the 
transition. 

Oh for sure, there will be a couple of bad apples, 
some people so sick in their heads that we won’t be 
able to treat them or send them back into society. 
Hang them if that’s what you feel is best.

But for the love of this country, don’t let this be 
what you bequeath to our children and us; a nation 
so obsessed with hanging that it doesn’t even notice 
how sick it’s getting.

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]
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Let Cooler Heads 
Prevail…

I
have always been fas-
cinated by those who 
had the courage to go 
against the system for 
the powerless… and 
in my pantheon of 
martyrs, the likes of 
Biko (whose murder 

was incidentally covered up 
as being death caused from 
self-infl icted injuries arising 
from a prolonged hunger 
strike) and Bhagat Singh 
have always been held in 
high esteem.Over the years I 
learned about the non violent 
path of combating an op-
pressor…how the Mahatma 
or Boitel would choose not to 
feed themselves to be heard 
and heeded. And to those 
who have the opportunity of 
going through the accounts 
of these hunger strikes, there 
is nothing quite as moving 
as a man with honest inten-
tions who chooses the only 
recourse left to him.

Still, I fail to be deeply 
enthused by the Mauritian 
version of hunger strikes with 
the latest of them being that of 
Riche Terre planters. Not be-
cause I believe that their fi ght is 
unjust but simply because they 
have chosen a weapon that 
threatens to halt a country’s 
further development.

Diffi cult to make any 
sense out of the present mess. 
An issue that was already 
convoluted in 2007 fi nds it-
self further exacerbated with 
both sides claiming to be 
right. And since one of the 
sides in this slugfest is led by 
the Made in Mauritius Lee 
Kuan Yew, expect him to use 
these circumstances to pro-
ject the image of a bold leader 
on a take no prisoners stance. 

This new image can only 
be instilled by using some 
deeply philosophical lines 
such as “To pa koner kan to 
pas manger to pou crever”.  For 
once, I can’t even blame the 
country’s leader on his im-

patience with what he 
believes are hurdles to 
the country’s greater 
progress and prospe-
rity. However, we wish 
that our great helms-
man were as bold and 
vocal against white 

collar criminals, corruption 
and malpractices.

The original sin

The pecuniary demands 
of the planters might appear 
nonsensical to many. Still, 
they had an agreement that 
allowed them to use the land 
up to 2015 and have justifi ed 
their claims by evaluating the 
annual income garnered from 
these lands and multiplying it 

by the number of years left 
on their lease. To what 

extent are these people 
right or wrong, I do 
not know. But ha-

ving associated themselves 
with l’enfant terrible of No.5, 
they have made this a battle-
ground for political interests 
and by using hunger strikes 
as bargaining chips, they have 
demeaned their own pursuit. 

Something went dreadful-
ly wrong at the beginning of 
the present year. The masses 
sided with Jayen Chellum, 
a man who had acted irres-
ponsibly on a day where the 
fate of so many young souls is 
decided. Unlike many, I chose 
not to join the cohort of Go-
vernment bashers and saw in 
this “fi ght for justice” a heavy 
farcical touch. Most of my 
peers disagreed with me back 
then. But the repercussions 
are now very much real with 
a precedent that confi rms that 
in an electoral year, everything 
is tolerated. Now is the time to 
close Pandora’s box.

Today, as the concept of 
hunger strike is being fi rmly 
imprinted in the Mauritian 
psyche, my only wish would 
be to have an independent 
commission or fact-fi nding 
committee on the matter 
where the extent of truths 
and lies would be gauged and 
questions such as the fol-
lowing tackled:  

Have these lands effec-
tively been occupied by all 
planters? 

Have the alternative ter-
rains promised to growers 
already been provided to 
them?

What would amount to a 
just and fair compensation to 
all parties concerned? 

 Till these be answered, let 
cooler heads prevail. 

Chetan RAMCHURN

“In an
electoral 

year,
everything 
is tolerated.
Now is the 

time
to close 

Pandora’s 
box.”

S.B

Reactions 
to the Editorial

When you die in the quest 
for money, you are a 
mercenary.  We know

a few…

Jean Chung

●

The arguments that you 
have presented are logical 
and fair but in some cases, 

the strikers’ grievances 
seem to be genuine. Either 
one or both protagonists 
in this dispute have been 

economical with the truth. 
For example, some hunger 

strikers claim that they 
have not seen a cent of the 

compensation money.

Wisdom

●

Hunger Strike is a 
method of non-resistance 

or pressure in which 
participants fast as an act 
of political protest, or to 
provoke feeling of guilt 
in others, usually with 

the objective to achieve 
a specifi c goal, such as a 
policy change. According 

to Catholicism, to kill 
oneself is a violation of the 
fi fth commandment. It is 
a mortal sin. The Catholic 

Church says that it is a 
mortal sin to kill and the 
Catholic Church stands 

in defense of life from the 
moment of conception to 
the time of natural death. 
To all those who have not 

understood the reason 
why Père Souchon refused 

the Hunger Strikers 
permission to use his 
churchyard for such a 

dreadful demonstration 
is because suicide or 

attempting to commit 
suicide is very much 

prohibited by the Catholic 

doctrine.

 Starbright

●

Once again thank you for 
saying loud what everyone 
thinks and can’t say. The 
P.M. has demonstrated 
leadership. It is good to 

recognize it. 

JF

●

I agree with you. Totally. 
You hit when you need to 

and kiss when appropriate. 
The weekly gives views so 
different on your forum 

page. Congratulations on 
the freedom of speech. That 

is credibility! Keep it up.

François L
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A
s a practitioner 
in the sector, I 
wish to share a 
few facts with 
your readers. 
Government is 
responsible for 
providing ac-

cessibility for its citizens to 
places of residence, work and 
leisure. It is in this context that 
new roads are built, old roads 
are improved and congestion 
is removed. Government’s res-
ponsibility is to provide ade-
quate, suffi cient, safe and 
comfortable connectivity to 
the country’s population, its 
economic operators and its 
visitors. 

The road is a vital link in 
the economic prosperity of a 
country and in this connec-
tion, national interest always 
comes before individual inte-
rest. When roads are required 
for a certain purpose or from 
one place to another, align-
ments are defi ned taking on-
board the most economically 
and technically viable routes. 
Genuine constraints, physical, 
environmental or otherwise 
are taken onboard. Solutions 
do not favour the interests of 
individuals but rather focus on 
common good; we do not deli-
berately choose the prperty of 

one person instead of another 
or relocate the road to favour 
x or y. In these circumstances 
we wear blinkers. 

Once determined, the af-

fected properties are acquired 
by Government. The laws of 
the country provide for the 
rights of its citizens to be sa-
feguarded through adequate 
compensation when their 
property is acquired for im-
plementing projects of natio-
nal importance. It even goes 
further by compensating land 
occupiers for material loss 
which they may suffer because 
of the implementation of the 
project. Notwithstanding legal 
requirements, Governments in 
the past have gone out of their 
way (out of compassion?) to 
address the plight of affected 
illegal occupiers. Therefore, it 
is sad when relocation or com-
pensation of people becomes a 
tug of war. 

Although generally we 
would tend to think that only 
those people in contention are 
affected by the issue, this is 
not true. Such situations delay 
the implementation of pro-
jects, which in turn not only 
infl uence the eventual cost of 
the projects (our pockets) but 
also deprive the citizen (rich 
or poor) from benefi ting from 
the use of the infrastructure 
and from improving his/her 
quality of life. 

M.S. DILJORE 

You cannot make an omelette 
without breaking eggs

The Ring Road –  the fi rst phase of the work from Soreze to Quoin Bluff Mountain has started.

FRIDAY: Flew home on Air Mauritius. Love leaning 
back and reading the in-fl ight magazine. Except in economy 
class you can’t lean back and the magazine pocket in front 
bites into your knee-caps. Through the glossy pages of Is-
lander gleam sparkling seas and duty-free solitaires, silver 
BMWs and gold Rolex oysters. I am graciously invited to 
have a hair transplant, followed by fertility treatment. What 
next? Duty-free breast implants? It becomes clear that this 
magazine is not intended for lepep cramped at the back 
of the aircraft, but for balding, infertile investors stretched 
out in premium class. This is confi rmed by the page that 
boasts INVEST IN MAURITIUS IN 3 DAYS! Yes, if you 
are a fi lthy rich foreigner you can get a permit to live, a 
permit to work, a permit to acquire a beach-front villa, and 
a permit to launch a service company – all in 3 days! Is this 
really true? If it is, I should open a match-making company 
guaranteeing undying love of a Mauritian, but to foreign 
investors only – in 3 days. Tiger Woods could appear in the 
fi rst advertisement.

SATURDAY MORNING: Hit the supermarket scene. 
What better place to renew a sense of national identity and 
purpose. Here Mauritians across the social and colour spec-
trum worship at the cash-tills of conspicuous consumption, 
darting between promotions, piling trolleys high with edible 
rubbish, fl ashing smiles and bank cards. Father and three 
small children in front of me in the queue. Take advantage of 
the long wait to examine the contents of their trolley. Crisps 
and colas and chocolate and calories and caffeine – all des-
tined to rot young teeth and attack old guts. I ponder the 
futility of the Ministry of Education’s efforts to promote 
healthy school lunches.

SATURDAY NIGHT:   Sat down to a fi sh dinner. But 
this fi sh tastes like nothing on earth - thick and moist, hinting 
at lobster but not as rich, crème caramel but not as sweet, 
delicate as the milk of paradise. “Legine!” our hostess an-
nounces proudly. Never heard of it. Wikipedia duly educates 
us. We have partaken of the rare and wonderful Patagonian 
Toothfi sh. But hold on. Isn’t that the endangered species 
that is fi shed in our waters by pirates, the illegal trade that 
Greenpeace has accused Mauritius of doing nothing to stop, 
a critical link in the ecosystem of our waters? I choke on the 
fi nal morsel of pescian perfection, feeling like a Dutch sailor 
who has just feasted on the wing of the last dodo.

SUNDAY  MORNING:  Visited Balfour Gardens.  A 
haven of peace, but still the poor cousin of Pamplemousses. 
Gurgling waters and children. Across the ravine, the Ebene 
morcellement awaits the arrival of pink palaces and three-
tiered wedding cake mansions to fi ll the landscape. The wa-
terfall, dramatic after the recent rains, is straight out of Paul 
et Virginie. No wonder the benches are occupied by courting 
couples, some at very advanced stages of fully-clothed repro-
duction. Trouble is, there is no room for non-lovers to sit and 
enjoy the scenery. Although the benches are wide enough, 
one can hardly contemplate the waterfall from a bench sha-
red by hormones in a heightened state of amorous tension.

SUNDAY NIGHT :   A friend shares a piece of wisdom 
from the Purana – a Hindu text thousands of years old. It tells 
of a tyrannical king removed from power because of his ex-
cesses. The people replace him with a leader who must agree a 
priori with social action – education for all, law and order, care 
for the very young and the elderly, the poor and the disabled. 
Above all, he must respect all women as if they were his mo-
ther. In other words, the people themselves were writing their 
own political manifesto and aspiring to a community based 
on human rights. The Purana insists that good governance 
depends on the values of a society, not on the characteristics 
of individual politicians. Governance only works if citizens 
themselves demonstrate the very qualities they expect of their 
leaders. So, the next time you complain about corrupt politi-
cians, remember they are public projections of YOU.

Diana
Robin’s
Diary ]

“It is sad 
when 

relocation
or compen-

sation
of people 
becomes

a tug of war.”

by Rodney PHILLIPS
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Are there too many trade unions in Mauritius? Three trade unionists 
answer this question and give their views about the achievements
and weaknesses of their movement and its role in society.

Rights, ideals and vested    

I
n the wake of the 
growing infl uence of 
globalization where 
we are witnessing that 
more and more pre-
carious forms of em-
ployment are affecting 
workers, the need for 

strong trade union organi-
zations is increasingly felt. 
Furthermore, in the name of 
fl exibility and to toe the line 
with exigencies of internatio-
nal organizations, namely the 
IMF, the World Bank and the 
World Trade Organization, 
there has been a weakening 
of labour laws with regard 
to job security, terms and 
conditions of work  as well as 
trade union rights.

Responsibilities 
more challenging

To reverse this trend 
and to obtain social justice 
for workers, trade unions 
should renew their strategy 
and work together to build 
more solidarity, strengthen 
and obtain the maximum 
number of collective bargai-
ning agreements in favour of 
the socio-economic interests 
of workers .These collective 
agreements should guarantee 
the best working conditions 
and eliminate all forms of 
discrimination at the work-
place  in conformity with  the 
decent work agenda.

 The Federation of Civil 
Service and Other Unions 
(FCSOU) and National 
Trade Union Confederation 
(NTUC) have always been in 
the forefront of all struggles 
to protect workers’ rights to 
employment and to combat 
all forms of injustice. To-
gether with other colleagues 
of the movement, we are joi-

ning hands to countervail the 
adverse effects of policies of 
privatization and corporati-
zation of public enterprises 
and the ill effects of these 
neo-liberal policies on the ac-
quired rights of workers. We 
also try to exert pressure to 
reduce the role of the state as 
a provider of public services 
and welfare amenities.

In the light of these is-
sues, the trade unions’ role 
and responsibilities have 
become more demanding 
and challenging. More than 
ever trade unions have to 
be involved actively in pro-
moting opportunities for 

women and men to obtain 
decent work, in conditions 
of freedom, equity, security 
and human dignity. We have 
to promote the values of the 
ILO and the Philadelphia
Declaration of 1945 that 
‘Labour is not a commodi-
ty’, meaning that employers 
should not see labour just as 
another cost to be bought at 
the cheapest price.

Vital to our society
Trade Unions should trans-
cend their traditional role 
and extend inter-alia their 
activities to social issues per-

taining to the environment, 
climate change, food secu-
rity, good governance, po-
verty alleviation, economic 
and social rights. We need 
to offer increased services to 
rank and fi le members in the 
form of social facilities re-
lating to provision of funds 
for retirement, medical and, 
insurance schemes, loans 
etc. Equally, it is important 
to cater for the un-organised 
in the informal economy and 
migrant workers. To combat 
stress at work is also a prio-
rity issue that trade unions 
should include in their plan 
of action.

 This is by no means an 
easy job, Trade Union sacri-
fi ce their  career prospects 
and fi nd themselves being 
sued for  organizing peace-
ful demonstrations and pro-
test marches  to protect jobs, 
workers’ rights and promote 
social  justice.

Trade unions are vital to 
our society in that they act 
as a vanguard to defend the 
inalienable rights of workers. 
It is therefore in the interests 
of all workers to unite  and 
to infl uence the decision- 
making process in the  noble 
endeavour to build a fairer 
and better society.

by Toolsyraj BENYDIN 

President NTUC /FSCOU
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Y
es we can speak 
of too many 
trade unions 
when more 
than one trade 
union exists
to represent a 
same category 

of workers as a result of self 
centered motives of ambitious 
individuals wishing to benefi t 
from personal advantages.

The creation of the Trade 
Union Trust Fund (TUTF) 
has encouraged the emer-
gence of trade unions so-
lely for the formation and 
registration of Federations. 
This with a view to enjoying 
consequential fi nancial grants 
from the TUTF. Government 
is largely responsible for this 
situation. There is also the ten-
dency for some trade union 
leaders to encourage the crea-
tion of multiple trade unions 
in a same fi eld to increase 
the membership force of 
their Federation/Confedera-
tion so that the leaders can be 
appointed on boards and 
other forums, form part 
of offi cial delegations or 
benefi t from bursaries from 

international organizations.
However, when speaking 

of the trade unions which were 
created to prevent confl ict of 
interest among different cate-
gories of members of a same 
trade union and to allow inde-
pendence of actions to specifi c 
categories of workers, we can-
not deny them existence.

The ideal would be to 
work towards resolving 
confl icts among different 
categories of workers so that 
they can be regrouped un-
der the umbrella of a single 
trade union. However, if the 
confl ict cannot be overcome, 
no group of workers should 
be deprived of the right to 
form a trade union inspiring 
their faith and responding 
to their aspirations. A mini-
mum of 30 members is now 
required for the formation of 
a trade union. Nevertheless, 
realities in Mauritius neces-
sitate the establishment of a 
union with less than 30 posts 
in some crucial fi elds. Workers
in such areas may be deprived
of the fundamental right to be 
unionized.

Taking pride 
in achievements 

The Government Gene-
ral Services Union (GGSU) 
merits a legitimate place in 
the category of trade unions. 
It was founded in May 1955 
and was re-registered under 
its current name in 1974 to 
represent a broader range of 
General Service offi cers. It has 

been in the forefront of most 
major workers’ struggles, the 
more so in the Civil Service. 
Over time, the GGSU has 
built a deserving reputation 
that magnetizes the support of 
not only its members but also 
of most employees of the Pu-
blic Sector including fellow lea-
ders of other trade unions.  The 
GGSU takes pride in many 
achievements as an individual 
trade union. A few examples at 
random are:
•  The Chessworth Report in 

1988.
•  The grant of three incre-

ments to all public sector 
employees in 1996.

•  The annulment of govern-
ment decision to increase 
the contribution of pu-
blic sector   employees to 
the Civil Service Family 
Protection Scheme by 1 % 
in 2003.

•  Tax exemption on passage 
benefi ts, travelling allo-
wance, and lump sums up 
to one million rupees.

•  Preservation of the right 
to benefi t from basic reti-
rement pension at the age 
of 60.

•  The incessant grant of 
additional increment to 
some 2700 General Ser-
vice offi cers.

• The decision of the 
Prime Minister to with-
draw circular letter ref. 
ESTB/7/208 of 21 January 
2010 relating to HR Gui-
delines.
It, therefore, has every rea-

son to carry on its legitimate 
struggle.

THE RIGHT to form and join a union is a fundamen-
tal human right. Denied in times of slavery and inden-
tured labour, unionisation is a right won through harsh 
struggles during the independence process. Intrinsic to the 
right to unionise is the right to strike. While trade unions 
were expecting the enforcement of the right to strike, the 
present Ramgoolam-Sithanen regime further stifl ed this 
fundamental right by imposing two new legislations, thus 
deepening class imbalance in industrial relations.  

There are many reasons for the lack of unionisa-
tion in Mauritius. Some are historical and objective; 
others are subjective and internal to the approach of the 
union movement. 

The peak of unionism in Mauritius was when two aims 
were intimately coupled: defending the workers’ immediate 
interests was inseparable from the need for the social and 
political transformation of society. Trade unions were seen 
as agents of change, progressiveness and challengers of 
backward ideas. The tendency to de-couple this linkage has 
contributed to the weakening of union movement. Many 
trade unions have been co-opted within the oppressive 
socio-economic system, thus losing credibility in the eyes 
of workers. The birth of the CSG-Solidarité in 2008 aims 
at reorienting and unifying the working people through 
the ‘transformative’ role of unions, while drawing lessons 
from the past. 

Paradoxically, what constituted the strength of the 
union movement also became a major weakness of the 
union movement. When a transformative political mo-
vement, like the 1930s Labour Party or the 19070s 
MMM, were absorbed within the system and became 
the tool of the elite, the trade union movement suffered a 
heavy backlash. In addition, a partisan dynamic was un-
leashed whereby every political party wanted to have ‘its’ 
own trade union Federations. This is one of the historical 
explanations behind the multitude of trade union federa-
tions and unions in Mauritius. 

The other major factor has to do with the legal fra-
mework. The previous Industrial Relations Act has, for 
more than 30 years, banned all strikes, encouraged state 
paternalist interference in unions and industrial confl icts 
in favour of employers, and contributed to the bureaucra-
tisation of unions. Industrial confl icts which could have 
been settled through union workplace representatives’ 
intervention were transferred to Port Louis institutions, 
where the suitcase man unionist was supposed to ‘kas enn 
gran pake’. The IRA also forced unions to be registered 
for each specifi c trade or industry, thus multiplying the 
formation of unions. 

The two new laws have addressed some of the IRA 
problems by fundamentally changing the balance of 
forces between employers and workers, to the detriment 
of workers. The absolute power given to employers to fi re 
workers en masse are turning many enterprises into semi-
slavery ventures. Workers’ bargaining position has been 
weakened. In addition, employers assisted by heavily remu-
nerated legal advisors are turning upside down provisions 
meant to encourage unionisation and collective bargaining 
in the new laws. 

A society where only 11% of its private sector work-
force is unionised refl ects its oppressive nature. It reveals 
the degree of authoritarianism of its economic and political 
elite. This is not a matter for rejoicing or slandering. It is a 
historical challenge. Not only for trade unions but for all 
thinking citizens believing in a non-oppressive, democratic 
and just society. 

Agents of change 
and progressiveness

by Ashok SUBRON

Animator of CSG-Solidarité
Militant of Rezistans ek Alternativ

by Rashid IMRITH

President, GGSU

interests
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T
he perception 
from the out-
side is that 
Franco-Mau-
ritians form a 
closed com-
munity and 
that they have 

a limited sense of hospita-
lity. ‘Of all the communities 
in Mauritius, the Franco-
Mauritians are the least open, 
the least hospitable,’ I hear 
people say, ‘They would never 
invite you into their homes.’

To verify this hypothesis, 
I did not go very far. I paid 
two shorts visits to two of my 
neighbours. They are as dif-
ferent from each other as it is 
possible to be. So I think I got 
a balanced picture.

The fi rst was Jacques de 
Maroussem, a Franco-Mau-
ritian belonging to the crème 
de la crème of the white com-
munity but a maverick by all 
standards.  We refer to him as 
‘le Marquis de Carabas’ and 
when you walk into his pro-
perty, you understand why. 

I did not phone before-
hand. I have never had to. 
And certainly, his house and 
that of the other Franco-

Mauritians in the area have 
never been closed to me. 

To tease him, I took a fl ask 
of coffee along. ‘I could not 
take a chance in case the hy-
pothesis proved to be right,’ I 
said but I happily accepted the 
delicious petits fours he offered 
me. 

“We are hospitable, of 
course,” Jacky tells me.  “We 
owe it to our Christian faith,’ he 
adds jokingly. He concedes, 
however, that there is still a 
high wall surrounding the 
Franco-Mauritian commu-
nity. The reasons are historic. 
What may look like a lack of 

hospitality from the outside 
is, according to him, rather 
the irrational fear felt by a 
privileged group of losing its 
historical privileges and of a 
minority group of disappea-
ring. It is self-protection. 

What matters 
is the name

Jacky takes me on a trip 
back through history. Not a 
very happy one. He recalls the 
days, not so long ago, when the 
children’s birthday party list 
had to be vetted by the parents 
and  the names which did not 
sound right had to be crossed 
out, even when that meant 
cutting out the best friends. 
The children were mortifi ed. 
He attributes this sort of be-
haviour to the fear associated 
with minorities: mixing leads 
to intimacy and perhaps to the 
adulteration of the race. 

As I was talking to Jacky, 
his son, Henry, joined us. He 
was with a group of friends: 
blond hair, blue eyes. Jacky 
expressed admiration about 
the ‘mixed’ group his son 
was in. They all looked the 
same to me but what mat-

ters in the Franco-Mauritian 
community are not the looks 
but rather the name and the 
pedigree associated with it. 
Looking white does not make 
you white. Your name does. 
Or does not.

Is it easier for these ‘white 
non-whites’ to open up to 
other communities? The 
answer was quick. And spon-
taneous, ‘Of course, not. Just 
the opposite’. They have the 
additional problem of trying 
to belong to a community 
they are not accepted in. As-
sociating with other commu-
nities. is likely to jeopardize 
their chances. They run the 
risk of being pushed even 
lower down in the hierarchy. 
In fact, it is much easier for 
the ‘real whites’ to mix as 
they are well established in 
their community and have 
nothing to prove. 

Françoise D’Arifat Hardy, 
another neighbour and long-
term friend, has a different 
opinion. According to her, the 
supposed lack of openness of 
the Franco-Mauritian com-
munity is a myth and a se-
rious misinterpretation of the 
Mauritian nation which is seg-

Jacques De Maroussem in front of his piano in Eureka House, one of the most famous historic sites on the island

The Concept  

The Dining Room  of Eureka House.
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Françoise d’Arifat Hardy in her studio at Eureka

mented in every way. Children 
have always mixed in school 
and have kept good relations 
with each other. However,  
Mauritian society, according 
to her, is centred around the 
family and its values and in 
these circumstances, it is na-
tural that entertaining an out-
sider is the exception rather 
than the rule. It is normal for 
people to seek security wi-
thin their comfort zone, with 
the people they know best 
and whose values they can 
relate to. 

She goes as far as to say 
that what her community is 
accused of is, in fact, worse in 
some other communities. Why 
the perception is restricted to 
the white community is diffi -
cult to understand. 

Françoise also feels that 
it does not matter whether 
people mix socially or not. 
What is important is that you 
understand and respect each 
other. At the end of the day, all 
communities are family-cen-
tred and enjoy spending time 
with the people they know 
best and with whom they have 
more affi nities. 

Taking her own experience 

as an artist, Françoise talks 
about her professional activities 
which involve her with people 
mainly outside of her commu-
nity and just as her colleagues 
are happy to relax and spend 
time with their family and the 
people they know most, she al-
so sees no reason why it should 
be different for her. Naturally, 
the people with whom you 
have affi nities and empathy 
are not necessarily always from 
your own community and this 
is why she receives her friends 
from other communities. The 
fact remains, according to her, 
that each community in Mau-
ritius lives and evolves around 
its members and is hardly open 
to others. And, as long as there 
is respect, there is no  need for 
everyone to become the same. 
“We can be different, live close to 
the ones we know best but respect 
everyone”, she says.

Rising above 
conditioning

Both Françoise and Jacky 
agree that the Franco-Mau-
ritian community is slowly 
but surely rising above its 
conditioning. Independence 

may have triggered an ine-
vitable change. Mixing with 
other communities at all 
levels in schools and work-
places provoked an awake-
ning that was necessary and 
inevitable. The shock this 
brought about, as well as the 
natural evolution dictated by 
‘open up or perish’, has pre-
cipitated a gradual mixing. 
The younger generation is 
more open to other commu-

nities and has been brought 
up to accept differences 
more easily. However, Jacky 
reckons that it will take two 
or more generations before 
the conditioning gives way 
to a real opening towards 
others.  This is vital, accor-
ding to him, ‘if the community 
does not want to end up like ‘la 
famille du comte de Paris (the 
royal family in France). They 
were all gaga because of in-
breeding.’  

The Chassé
This was a very conve-

nient place for the whites 
to entertain non-whites, es-
pecially after independence 
when ‘the Indian became 
our master,’ as Jacky puts it. 
Maintaining good relations 
became a must for economic 
and political reasons but you 
could not go to the extent of 
having a non-white sit at 
your dining table with your 
family. The chassé offered 
the possibility of entertaining 
without much intimacy. The 
men hunt and eat together 
but the families are kept se-
parate out of the danger of 

ever developing any close 
relationships which might 
endanger the race. 

Alternatively, and excep-
tionally perhaps, you enter-
tained non-whites in your 
veranda. The children would 
then not be allowed to come 
out of the house for fear of 
adulterating the race; a race 
‘made of sugar and rupees,’ 
says Jacky. Those were the 
days when children did as 
they were told!

Our secrets 
revealed

Jacky reveals to me that fi f-
teen years ago, when his chil-
dren and mine were running 
around together in the village 
and disturbing the neighbours, 
there were concerns in his fa-
mily that they might develop a 
dangerous and undesirable in-
timacy. I owed it to him to let 
him into my secret too: I had 
the same fears. I still do. Mine 
have nothing to do with name, 
race or colour. It is diffi cult to 
explain. Maybe Françoise is 
right after all! 

Touria PRAYAG

“It is normal 
for people 

to seek 
security 

within their 
comfort 

zone, with 
the people 
they know 

best”

 of Hospitality

Françoise d’Arifat Hardy 
taught Visual Arts in Mauri-
tius for three years before 
embarking on a Diploma 
in Fine Arts in Cape-Town. 
Since then, she has been 
participating in different 
workshops and exhibiting 
regularly at both national 
and international levels.
Françoise works in her 
studio at Eureka where 
she has been living for 
22 years. She shares her 
passion and time between 
painting and nature, the 
latter being her leitmotiv 
and source of inspiration.

Portrait ]
A well-known 
artist
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Nicolas Morfoisse
Wellness Specialist
N

icolas Morfoisse (the 
name is a guarantee of 
good Breton stock!]) came 

to Mauritius in 1996 to work as a 
fi tness instructor at Equilibre Sports 
Centre, Trianon. “What an extraordi-
nary adventure,” he says, “for a young 
man of 26!”. He intended staying for 
one or two years, but that was be-
fore he met Nathalie…Delighted 
with all that he saw on his arrival, 
he must also have appreciated the 
presence of a very pretty (and fi t!) 
young colleague at his workplace. “It 
wasn’t love at fi rst sight”, he says, “but 
we got on well with each other from the 
start.” They soon started going out 
together and…to cut a long story 
short, were married in 1999.Noah 
and Iman are the names of their two 
lovely children.

Before moving here, Nicolas 
had a full and varied experience of 
his profession in France, from trai-
ning sports instructors in the armed 
forces, through a year’s specializa-
tion in physiotherapy to working in 
the chic gyms of Paris.

At Equilibre, he offered one-to-
one rehabilitation sessions as well as 
the usual fi tness training. After some 
time he took over the management 
of the centre before branching out 
on his own, but still under the same 
roof, in 2000. Part of the new ven-
ture was teaching ergonomics, that 
is correct movements and postures 
in the workplace. A new fi eld for 
Mauritius.

But the really interesting develop-
ments have been taking place during 
the last three years. Still at Equilibre 

and in partnership with Nathalie, Ni-
colas has, as he puts it, moved from 
personal training to wellness training. 
This involves a holistic approach to 
people’s problems and includes stress 
management, a healthy eating pro-
gramme (Nathalie’s specialization) 
as well as physical exercise and reha-
bilitation when appropriate.  Nicolas 
has also followed an intensive three 
year course on naturotherapy in or-
der to be able to offer advice and a  
form of treatment which is ‘softer’ 
than the conventional medical ones. 
“People come along with all sorts of 
problems –from obesity to chronic rheu-
matism-and more often than not we 
propose something they did not expect! 
With excellent results!”     

Beti PEERUN
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