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Intercommunity marriage
When love knows 
no barriers
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by Touria PRAYAG
Editorial ]

Two score and two, that’s the age of our independent na-
tion today. In the life of a human being, this would ordinarily 
give rise to a so-called mid-life crisis. For a nation, it could 
constitute a perennial crisis, imagined or real, of national iden-
tity, and it is perhaps an opportune time to ask the question 
what makes a Mauritian a Mauritian.

Between the time the head of a Mauritian baby is seen 
and the time the baby is deposited in the cot, he has time to 
have a trip around the fi ve continents. When he opens his eyes, 
between the nurses, the doctors and the patients, he has seen 
what the whole population of the world looks like. As he learns 
how to speak, he already knows how to address people. He 
knows who to call ‘Monsieur’, ‘Bhye’, ‘Chacha’ and ‘Uncle’. 
He instinctively knows which lady he would offend by calling 
‘Tantine’ and which one he would displease by not calling her 
so. By the time he begins to socialize, he has mastered the art 
of greeting. He knows which hands to shake, which cheeks to 
kiss and what body language to use from a distance. When 
he makes his fi rst steps to a place of worship, he has already 
been acquainted with the other places of worship he will not 
step into. When he starts entertaining people, he has no pro-
blem dealing with all their religious dietary constraints. When 
he starts cooking, he will know which of his colleagues has a 
good Kalia recipe and which one will show him how to make 
ti-puri or mee foon. 

That is an awful lot of knowledge. It is an awful lot of 
culture. It is a tremendous start in life. It is a leg-up over so 
many children his age who are not fortunate enough to have 
been born in such diversity. 

Unfortunately, he will also grow up in relative insularity, in 
an isolated island in the vastness of the Indian Ocean, unthrea-
tened by anyone. Having no foe from without, he learns to 
invent enemies from within. He becomes highly competitive, 
divisive and his sense of self-preservation will prevent him 
from opening up to others. He is religious, undoubtedly, but 
he is more interested in making a show of his religion than in 
grasping the principles behind it. 

His sense of family values is very strong but so is his sense 
belonging to his community. He sees himself fi rst as a member 
of a community and then as a Mauritian. Of the people around 
him, the ones he discovered from those early days just after his 
birth, he knows with whose children he will be playing, the ones 
he is likely to choose from when he decides to get married and 
the ones at whose table he will be sitting. About the others, he 
will speak of tolerance. Not a good enough word but better 
than many countries have been able to achieve. 

Given this multi-dimensionality of the identity matrix, 
what makes the uniqueness of the Mauritian identity? The 
way a Mauritian juggles all his identities without any contra-
diction. He cannot fi t in the mould of George Bush, ‘you are 
either with us or against us.’ He belongs to his community 
fi rst, but that does not decrease his love for and loyalty to his 
country or the pride he feels in belonging to it. Don’t ask him 
to choose. He is happy the way things are. The Mauritian way. 

 
weekly@lexpress.mu

 Juggling 
various identities

Independence day 
The quest for identity
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Very distinguished visitor. 
Koichiro Matsura, ex-director-general of UNESCO, 

is the guest of honour for this year’s Republic Day ce-
lebrations. He played an important role in the inclusion 
of Aapravasi Ghat and Le Morne on the World Heritage 
Sites list. He said that he had understood their political 
as well as their historical signifi cance. This is his second 
visit to Mauritius. He will be here for three days and will 
visit the two sites during his stay.

Caught on the hop.
 Sada Curpen, released from custody on July 11 last 

year, was re-arrested on Monday at the airport where he 
was preparing to board a fl ight to Paris. He is accused of 
involvement in the murder of Denis Fine on January 3, a 

crime which is thought to be 
linked to a vendetta between 

Subutex traffi c-
kers. He will also 
have 
t o 

explain the rather large sum of money he was carrying with 
him at the airport.

Chagos dissidence. 

The group of Chagos islanders which has sett-
led in the UK and calls itself The Diego Garcian 
Society refuses to accept the sovereignty of Mau-
ritius over the islands and wishes to work ‘hand-
in-hand ‘with the British government. For the 
Chagos Refugees Group, based in Mauritius, 
and for the Mauritian government, the right of 
the islanders to return is ‘indissolubly liked to the 
issue of sovereignty.’ The European Court of Hu-
man Rights at Strasbourg is due to give its judge-
ment on the right to return between now and October.

Changes in residence rules. 
The government has brought in new rules concer-

ning resident status. The idea, it is said, is not to make it 
more diffi cult for foreigners to settle here, but to ‘keep 
up standards.’ Thus, foreign investors must have an an-
nual turnover of at least 4 million rupees [previously 
3 million] and make an initial investment of 100,000$.
Salaried professionals from abroad must be earning at 
least Rs 75,000 a month [previously Rs 30,000] in or-
der to qualify to work here. Self-employed foreigners 
must show an annual turnover of Rs 600,000 and invest 
35,000$.Retired people [no change here] must transfer 
40,000$ into the country when they fi rst arrive.

The Week at a Glance]

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

Bric is Back. After 
China, India and Russia, Bra-
zil refused this week to join 
the US and its European al-
lies in imposing another set 
of sanctions on Iran as the 
Middle Eastern country is still 
pursuing the goal of achieving 
nuclear status. As the US is 
seeking more international 
support for sanctions against 
Iran, it had been rejected by 
the Brazilian government 
which is a member of the 
UN Security Council. Brazil 
believes that Iran can still be 
persuaded through negotia-
tion. Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, who is 
completing his second and 
last term, stated that the world 
must avoid pressuring Iran 
into a corner.

Climate Change: China 
and India move forward. 
Since Copenhagen, there has 
been confusion over how a le-
gally binding treaty to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions can 
be achieved. All observers, in-
cluding the UN’s top climate 
offi cial, Yvo de Boer, are now 

clear that no deal will be sig-
ned in 2010. This week, China 
and India wrote to the UN’s 
climate secretariat agreeing 
to be “listed” as parties to the 
Copenhagen accord, the last-
minute agreement that emer-
ged from the chaos of the 
UN’s summit in Copenhagen. 

Quake proof homes for 
Turkey. Leaders pledged 
Tuesday to build quake-proof 
homes after a magnitude 6 
temblor shattered mud-brick 
homes in the eastern part of 
the country, killing at least 
50 people. The quake near 
the remote village of Basyurt 
in Elazig province hit before 
dawn Monday, sparing some 
and reducing others to rubble. 

Little miracles. A 
17-day-old baby survived the 
Turkey earthquake because 
she was cushioned between 
her mother and grandmother 
while they slept. The two wo-
men perished.

Mobile phones against 
AIDS. According to the Uni-
ted Nations Joint Program on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), 67 

percent of all new HIV cases 
occur in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Spreading information, as we 
know, is critical to stopping 
the spread of the disease, and 
one major tool to help accom-
plish that will be cell phones. 
Cell phones provide people 
with virtually free communi-
cation and quality advice. 

British Condoms for 
South Africa. The UK has 
donated $1.5 million to South 
Africa to buy condoms in a 
bid to combat HIV and Aids, 
as the nation prepares for 
the World Cup. South Africa 
said that it needs one billion 
condoms this year.

DC welcome gay 
couples. The District of Co-
lumbia, in a historic move, 
issued this week marriage li-
censes to same-sex couples, 
some of whom married in 
ceremonies across the city 
-- from a DC. This is the 
achievement of a 30-year ef-
fort by gay rights activists. To 
celebrate this day, some 150 
couples from the District, 
Maryland and Virginia fi led 

applications to marry last 
Wednesday.

Women in Delhi. - In-
dian lawmakers approved 
a bill Tuesday that would 
set aside one-third of all le-
gislative seats for women, a 
move aimed at overturning 
six decades of male-domina-

ted decision-making in this 
country. The bill is yet to be 
approved by the lower house 
of parliament. It is expected 
to pass, although analysts say 
opponents could use political 
maneuvers to delay the bill. 
But for the women, it is now 
or never…

Women’s Rights 
and Gay Couples

Beti Peerun

Gay rights demonstration in New York City, 1976.
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Events]
At the movies: Paranormal Activity
Warning: this fi lm is not for the faint hearted! Paranormal 
Activity is particularly unusual as it was shot with a simple 
camcorder on a budget of $15,000, and collected $100 million 
dollars at the box offi ce. The movie tells us of Micah and 
Katie, a young couple who experience supernatural hap-
penings in their home. As doors slam and strange noises 
break the silence of the night, Micah buys a camcorder 
which he sets up in 
the bedroom 
with hopes 
of solving the 
mystery. 
Night-
mares gua-
ranteed! Catch 
the movie at Star 
Cinema, Caudan until 
16th March. 

Art exhibition

An exhibition of paintings by artists 
Deena Pursooramen and 
Lyndsay Ann Rivière is on at 
the Allied Motors Showroom 

until 23rd March. The 
exhibition is open from 
9.00 to 18.00. Inspired by 

the island’s history, Deena 
Pursooramen has created 24 mo-

saics that pay tribute to the 
workers of different origins 

who came to Mauritius many 
years ago. Lyndsay Ann Rivière will present a 
series of landscapes and portraits beautifully 

crafted through knife painting techniques.

L’Aventure Verticale
If you enjoy the great outdoors, then you need to be at 
La Laura in Moka on 28th March 
for L’Aventure Verticale Chapitre 3: 
Pieter Both for an amazing expe-
rience. You will get to climb the 
Pieter Both by following a narrow 
path that will lead you to the 
steepest part of 
the mountain-the vertical part. 
The day out will cost Rs 1 800 
per person, inclusive of cereal 
bars, sandwiches, fruits and 
water. Book through Otayo 
by calling  on 466 9999. 

Mauritius Tuning Show
The Mauritius Tuning Show is an event dedica-

ted to automobile tuning which 
will be held at Trianon Shop-
ping Park on 13th and 14th 

March from 10.00 to 19.30. 
Organised by six young car 
lovers who call themselves 

LeMechant.com, the aim of 
the event is to popularise 
the art of tuning, which 
is about personalising a 

vehicle to suit the owner’s 
preference and get the maximum performance 
out of the car. The show will include an exhibition of 
tuned cars and a competition for the best cars in a 
number of categories. Tickets will be at Rs 20. For more 
information call 734 0001 or 765 8384, or visit www.
lemechant.com. 
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Pas diber: to fl atter someone in view of obtaining something from them.  
Literally, the expression means to butter someone up. “Li fi nn pas diber ar patron” can be translated 
to “he buttered the boss up”. 

N.R. 

International Women’s Day drew colourful crowds at Swami Vivekananda Centre this year.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Kreol korner]
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Eye of the 
beholder

FAR be it from me to fl og a dead horse, but some 
opportunities are simply too good to pass up. Even if 
much has already been written about Nita Deerpalsing’s 
little contribution to a radio talk show last week, I’d like 
to contribute my two pence to the debate. Speaking as a 
private citizen rather than as Labour’s mouthpiece, she 
accused the press of obsessing over the possibility of a La-
bour-MMM alliance rather than stimulating debate on 
the burning issues that face the country. Here’s a short 
list of examples that belie her accusation: 

Electoral reform: few issues have received as much 
media coverage as this one. Are we any nearer to seeing 
a reform of our electoral system? Did dodos fl y? If it 
weren’t for Rezistans ek Alternativ’s indefatigable ad-
vocacy, the Best Loser System would probably remain 
blissfully unchallenged for years to come. 

Law and order: a pressing concern for an increasing 
number of Mauritians. The death penalty is certainly not 
the panacea that some want us to believe. Fortunately, the 
police have come up with a national strategic framework. 
Will it work? Only if we help o ut. 

Poverty: Martin Luther King once said that “there’s 
nothing more dangerous than to build a society with 
a large segment of people […] who feel that they have 
nothing to lose”. Poverty, whether or not you precede it 
with the word “extreme” for statistical purposes, is the 
pre-eminent challenge facing Mauritian society. What we 
need is a more compassionate and inclusive mode of de-
velopment. What we’re getting is more liberalism. 

Transport: talk of a Light Rail Transit System (LRTS) 
has been on the cards since the 1980s. It was widely pro-
posed as a long-term solution to our transport problems. 
After years of procrastination and worsening traffi c jams, 
this government fi nally decided to address the problem. 
How? By building more roads, namely a Ring Road and 
Dream Bridge. A LRTS would be too expensive we’re 
told. The cost of these projects? A meagre Rs20 billion 
(every single metre of the 2.7 km Dream Bridge will cost 
over two and a half million rupees). A real bargain then. 

Renewable energies: the BBC recently asked the 
Prime minister of the Maldives, Mohamed Nasheed, 
about his ambition to make to country carbon neutral in 
the next ten years. The project will cost $10 billion per year 
for the coming decade. “Once the politics are sorted, the 
rest will follow,” he opined. Since the launching of “Mau-
rice: île durable”, we’ve been hearing mainly about the 
downsides of renewable energies: they’re too expensive, 
unreliable and unwieldy. That no-can-do attitude will get 
us nowhere, fast. 

Tourism: December 2005: Navin Ramgoolam says 
that he wants two million tourists to visit Mauritius by 
2015. January 2010: the minister of Tourism, Xavier-Luc 
Duval, criticizes a French television programme for 
daring to say that Mauritius has become an affordable 
destination. Nobody seems to know where the tourism 
industry is going. Is there a doctor onboard? 

All of the above have received ample coverage in the 
national press. To pretend otherwise is disingenuous. Nita 
Deerpalsing is one of the few members of the body politic 
who does the country proud both at home and abroad. 
Her courage, honesty and intelligence put most other 
MPs to shame. It’d be a pity if she lost her edge. Perhaps 
it’s time to give those red-tinted glasses a good wipe. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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It is said that travelling broa-
dens the mind. I disagree. 
Travelling enriches the 
mind of the traveler who 

already possesses a broad one to 
begin with. To the chauvinist, the 
bigot, the racist and all manner 
of the narrow-minded, travelling 
serves to confi rm & fortify their 
biases and prejudices. It’s again 
a case of the glass half empty or 
half full. Your ‘looking glass’ is 
coloured by your upbringing, 
education, culture, world view 
and paradigm. If you set out to 
look for human misery (and it 
gets somewhat complicated to 
determine and defi ne exactly 
what that is), you will fi nd it in 
Europe, the Americas, Australa-
sia and Africa, in effect, wherever 
there are humans. It’s really that 
simple and axiomatic.

What travelling can often 
do is to test the limits of your 
patience. Ask anyone who has 
ventured into Africa. I have, from 
north to south, east to west, for 
the last 20 years. That’s the conti-

nent which earns me a living and 
for that I am extremely grateful 
to Africa. I am Indo-Mauritian 
born, UK-educated, but I am 
also an African by adoption. I am 
perfectly comfortable with this 
multi-faceted identity. Africa and 
Africans have adopted me com-
pletely naturally and unwittingly, 
without either side consciously 
setting out to do so. This speaks to 
the innate hospitality and genero-
sity of Africans and also explains 
partly why it was so easy for the 
white man to subjugate them.

A bad press by the 
international media

Africa has been variously, 
often pejoratively and derisively, 
called the ‘dark continent’, the 
‘last frontier’, the ‘lost continent’, 
the ‘land of gloom & doom’. The 
international media, largely, if not 
altogether exclusively controlled 
by occidental interests give Africa, 
some may argue often deservedly, 

An African beauty in 
traditional outfi t 

and jewelry.
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a bad press, which reinforces the 
image of Afro-pessimism which 
plagues the continent and its 
people. For sure, one should not 
blithely underestimate or ignore 
the ravages and depredations of 
graft, corruption, war, disease, 
nepotism, dystopian urbanisa-
tion, environmental degradation 
and other ills (not all of which 
are the idiosyncratic and defi ning 
features of Africa one may add) 
on the land and the lives of the 
African citizenry. What Africa is 
doubtlessly is a ‘geological scan-
dal’, it has been often said. No 
other continent is endowed with 
subterranean wealth of such va-
riety and magnitude, both ons-
hore and offshore. You name it, 
Africa has it: gold, diamonds, 
platinum, uranium, cobalt, man-
ganese, aluminum, plutonium, 
iron, coal, copper, zinc, oil, etc, 
etc. Nature has also blessed Africa 
with huge amounts of the most 
precious thing to life on earth, 
water; with more arable land than 
any other continent, only less than 
one percent of which is currently 
under cultivation (!); and, with 
warm sunshine all year round 
to boot. Some say that it is this 
very unique endowment which 
is the curse of Africa. No other 
continent and no other people 
have been abused, exploited and 
robbed as much as Africa and 
Africans have been throughout 
the ages and to this day. It began, 

of course, with that blot on the 
conscience of humankind which 
was slavery on an industrial scale, 
aided and abetted admittedly by 
Africans themselves; continued 
with centuries of European colo-
nization, plundering and despo-
liation; followed by independence 
from the white colonizer and 
decades of thuggery, robbery & 
skullduggery, committed by Afri-
can leaders and their cronies, on 
a scale perhaps only historically 
surpassed by the grand larceny 
perpetrated after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union;  right to this 
present day, when the invading 
and exploiting hordes arrive from 
the East with oodles of ‘cheap fi -
nance’ and vast amounts of cheap 
consumer junk to trade, all of 
which Africa will end up paying 
dearly for one day to come.

A vast land of human 
diversity

Nowhere that my travels have 
taken me on the globe have I been 
met with, and witnessed, as much 
warmth, hospitality, generosity 
and cheerfulness as I have un-
failingly experienced throughout 
Africa. And let it be said immedia-
tely, that although to the outsider 
Africa may appear monolithic 
and homogenous, it is a vast land 
of unimaginable human diver-
sity in culture, language, history, 

customs, let alone physical cha-
racteristics. I am always amused 
when people ask me what ‘Africa’ 
is like, as if it were one country, 
one nation, one identity. It’s like 
asking what Europe is like, instead 
of asking what England, France, 
Spain, Germany, or Sweden, 
etc, are like. Even highly educa-
ted outsiders fall in this trap. This 
underlines how little known and 
how misunderstood Africans and 
African nations are. 

The ‘lazy African’ 
There is a grossly unjust 

misconception; that of the ‘lazy 
African’. This phrase is actually 
an oxymoron if you care to think 
about it carefully. If Africans 
were any lazier than other races, 
then why were they the highly 
prized labour to toil in the cot-
ton plantations of the southern 
United States, and the sugar 
plantations of the colonies? The 
plain truth is that Africans are 
as hard-working as other races, 
if not even more. Go to Lagos, 
Nairobi, or any other African 
metropolis and observe the de-
nizens walking, riding, driving 
several kilometres every day 
to work before dawn and back 
after dusk, and putting in a full 
day’s honest work in between. 
Take a drive through the fertile 
Rift Valley region of Kenya, or a 
stroll through any market in West 

Africa, and watch them, especial-
ly the African women carrying 
their progeny on their unbrea-
kable backs, plough, dig, till, 
plant, water, harvest, carry, trade, 
negotiate, bargain & transact un-
der scorching sun, in oppressive 
heat and overbearing humidity. 
And whatever their lot, their 
social station, their economic 
status, from the most materially 
destitute Gambian fi sherman to 
the Nigerian billionaire tycoon, 
they always seem generally 
happy, if one equates happiness 
with its outward manifestations 
of smiling, laughing, communi-
cating (implying communion, 
fellowship  & mutualism with 
other humans) & having time for 
others. In fact, the new ‘science 
of happiness’ was founded on 
the need to answer the paradox 
of empirical observation that, as 
societies became materially more 
affl uent, they became generally 
‘unhappier’, if unhappiness is 
to be measured by rates of pre-
valence of mental depression, 
suicide, loneliness, alcoholism, 
substance abuse, diverse mani-
festations of dysfunctional beha-
viour (road rage, killing frenzies, 
serial murders, pedophilia, other 
sexual perversions, hooliganism, 
defacing graffi ti, etc).

(To be continued)

NAP 

    Africa : 
     our hinterland of opportunity 

Masail tribespeople doing a traditional dance.
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● Dr. Jeetah, it has 
been a year since you in-
troduced a series of mea-
sures aimed at reducing 
cigarette and alcohol 
consumption. Could you 
please remind us of these 
measures? 

It is now absolutely clear 
that the sale of cigarettes and 
alcohol are directly related 
to the high rate of morbi-
dity and death. The scale of 
these two items surpassed 
the magnitude of the health 
and education budget put to-
gether in 2008. 

● Any fi gures you 
would like to shock us 
with?

They stood above 13 
billion rupees! So we intro-
duced a ban on alcohol ad-
vertising and made it illegal 
to smoke and consume alco-
hol in public.  Furthermore, 
the glamorous pictures trying 
to portray virility and youth 
on a packet of cigarettes are 
out. Diseases infl icted are 
portrayed instead.

● Have these mea-
sures contributed to the 

decrease in consumption? 
Let’s start with alcohol.

Yes, indeed they have. 
The sale of spirits has de-
creased from Rs. 18 million 
in 2008 to about Rs. 13 mil-
lion in 2009. The sale of wine 
has gone down too. This will 
not only contribute to impro-
ving health but will go a long 
way towards attenuating ma-
ny social problems including 
crime and violence particu-
larly against women.

● Which of these mea-
sures that you introduced 

do you think has helped 
most?

I cannot tell you exactly 
which of these measures has 
helped the most but all of 
them put together have had a 
defi nite effect on curbing this 
scourge which is responsible 
for 50% of the cases interned 
in Brown Sequard Hospi-
tal. The ban on advertising, 
coupled with the aggressive 
campaigning my ministry has 
been involved in have had 
positive results as the fi gures 
show. 

INTERVIEW
WITH

The sale of 
spirits has 
decreased 
from Rs. 

18 million 
in 2008 to 
about Rs. 
13 million 
in 2009

Limiting harmful habits to
encourage a healthy lifestyle 

Dr. Rajesh Jeetah, 

Minister of Health and Quality of Life.

F.
D

.
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If the battle 
is one of se-
mantics, we 
have lost it. 

But 
I am not 

interested in 
semantics. 

● What about ciga-
rettes? What story do the 
fi gures tell? 

Since March1st, we have 
introduced a total ban on ci-
garettes in all public places. 
Health warnings and the awful 
pictures on the packets were 
introduced as from June 2009. 

● Were you not lenient 
with the tobacco com-
panies? You initially said 
April and you waited until 
June. 

There are very strong lob-
bies. We waited for a while but 
we did what we had to do. 

● You mean you gave in 
to the tobacco lobbies?

No, they argued that they 
had a stock to fi nish. We al-
lowed them to fi nish it. But 
don’t forget that we have done 
something which is a fi rst in 
the world. We are top in the 
world for the percentage of 
the cigarette packet cove-
red. It is 65%. We have been 
congratulated by a number 
of countries and some like Ja-
maica, Trinidad and Tobago 
are even using our regula-
tions and health warnings as 
a model. 

● Because the mea-
sures were drastic you 
compromised?

No, there was no compro-
mise. In fact, we did exactly 
the opposite of what the ciga-
rette companies wanted us to 
do: they said that they wan-
ted to be allowed to sell packs 
of ten cigarettes, we banned 
those. They asked for the ugly 
pictures on the packets not to 
be used, we had them put in 
a large enough format to co-
ver 65% of the packet. Is that 
compromise? When you do 
exactly the opposite of what 
they ask for? 

● If you are going to do 
the opposite of what they 
ask you to do, why do you 
negotiate with them?

We don’t negotiate with 
them. Heaven, no! We are si-
gnatories of certain protocols 
which do not allow us to ne-
gotiate with them even if we 
wanted to. But they use their 
lobbies to try and get their 
way. And this time, they were 
unlucky. And the measures ta-
ken have reduced the number 
of cigarettes imported.

● There was not exactly 
a decrease was there? 

(Hesitation) There was 
a substantial decrease in the 
increase. Let me explain: in 

2007, we imported about 774 
million sticks, in 2008, over 
one billion, which means an 
increase of nearly 41%. Af-
ter the measures were intro-
duced, we registered a very 
slight increase of about 7%. 
That is a major improvement 
on the 40%!

● Is it because ciga-
rette consumption has not 
increased or could it be 
because cigarette compa-
nies built up a nice stock 
to delay having to sell pac-
kets with ugly pictures?

That might be the case. 
But the fact remains that ci-
garette consumption has not 
gone up. It has remained 
stable. I agree that we have to 
compare over a longer period 
of time. 

● Is that good enough?
No, it is not good enough. 

Cigarettes kill and I wish I 
could, as Minister in charge 
of health, help everyone to 
stop smoking. But this is a 
free country and people at 
the end of the day will make 
their own choices. We can on-
ly make it diffi cult for them 
to smoke with the hope that 
this might be an incentive for 
them to stop. And it is a fact 
that public and leisure places 
like restaurants have become 
smoke-free. And I think it is a 
good thing. 

● Restaurants have 
responded quite well, to 
be fair. But places where 
there is a big concentra-
tion of young people and 
where the tobacco com-
panies are getting them 
hooked for life are still 
smoking areas.

(Smiles) What places are 
you thinking about? Maybe I 
don’t go out enough.

I mean places like 
discotheques where the 
tobacco companies are 
having a fi eld day.

I have heard about those 
and I have noted the names. 
The fl ying squad will be 
paying a visit to them shortly 
and the fi nes will be com-
mensurate with the damage 
they are causing if they are 
not abiding by the law. So far, 
there has been no major out-
cry that people are breaking 
the law. And I can see myself 
that people have responded 
quite well. I hope in time we 
will achieve our target.

Apart from that, you 
are happy with the out-
come?

One cannot be happy 

since smoking is a major 
cause of death, lung cancer, 
diabetes and heart conditions 
and this affects nearly half 
of the population and 50% 
of deaths in this country are 
unfortunately linked to the 
heart. Everyone knows that 
the consumption of cigarettes 
and alcohol exacerbates heart 
disease.

● Has it been easy for 
you to implement these 
measures? 

Oh no. Lobbying was 
strong and it haunted me eve-
rywhere. They have links with 
powerful people but I had the 
support of the government so 
I stood my ground.

● You seem to be much 
happier as Minister of 
Health than as Minister of 
Industry

(Laughs) No. (Hesitates) 
I am not in a popularity 
contest  I’d like to think that 
I contributed positively to my 
previous ministry. I think of 
both as opportunities to serve 
the country and I take the 
challenge quite seriously. We 
created the right environment 
for SMEs. In 2005, the tex-
tile industry was nearly dead 
and look at it now…Textile is 
fl ourishing, though business 
is tough. Even the coopera-
tives have a new impetus.We 
talked to the banks and facili-
tated loans. We created a cli-
mate of confi dence. I am also 
happy that we have been able 
to bring in the Competition 
Commission.

● The Competition 
Commission of Mauritius?

Yes. There was so much 
resistance. I was labeled as 
anti-business but then in 
every civilized country you 
have laws against monopoly 
and bad business practices. If 
you take Desbro for example 
where these guys just walk in 
and say, ‘Ladies and gentle-
men, we REQUIRE an in-
crease in the price of iron 
bars’ Which we refuse.

● But then what hap-
pened after Desbro closed 
down?

It opened again. Someone 
took it over. 

● But then there was 
a time when iron became 
unavailable and when 
available more expensive

Because there was a situa-
tion of monopoly. Look what 
has happened today. There is 
a lot more competition and 
the price has gone down, 
hasn’t it?  Thanks to the mea-

sures government took. We 
did not give in to lobbies. To-
day you can see that everyone 
benefi ts from the competition.

● So what is your next 
crusade?

I don’t have a crusade. I 
will fi ght against anything li-
kely to jeopardize the health 
of our people. You know as 
much as I do that diabetes is a 
major problem in this country 
and that it affects younger 
and younger people so we 
took the initiative of regula-
ting the rubbish which our 
children are served at school.

● Yes, but the canteen 
operators claim that you 
have given in to their pres-
sure and that you have lost 
the battle.

Yes, if the battle is one 
of semantics, we have lost it. 
But I am not interested in 
semantics. Our nutritionists 
recommend so much carbo-
hydrate, vitamins, minerals 
etc.-whether the carbohy-
drate is called pizza, Panini, 
bread, farata or dhol purri is 
immaterial. But we certainly 
did not give in to serving poi-
son to our children. Sugar, 
fi zzy drinks and colas are not 
allowed. Fried foods are out 
and that is a major revolution. 

● What about the street 
hawkers?

You have to start 
somewhere and we have done 
what others did not have the 
courage to do. We will take the 
measures further. But then 
what about people’s responsi-
bility? 

● When our children 
leave our home, they are 
under YOUR responsibi-
lity.  You cannot protect 
them from dog bites and 
deliver them to the wolves. 

I have taken one step and 
the dogs around them were 
vicious. Now, people are be-
coming more conscious of 
what they eat. We have banned 
fi zzy drinks, fried foods and 
all unhealthy stuff in school 
canteens. Grant us that. 

● We do. We have sup-
ported you for that. We 
still do. We would like you 
to do even more. 

(Laughs) I like the pres-
sure you are putting on me. 
It will spur me on. That is my 
next challenge. I promise. 

Touria PRAYAG
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O
ne Saturday af-
ternoon in 1985, 
a tidal wave of 
national identity 
broke loose over 
Mauritius.

“I was there 
in the stadium 

when it happened. When we won 
that football match against Reu-
nion Island. I have never seen 
such a fi ery expression of natio-
nal identity,” says Jocelyn Chan 
Low, a Mauritian historian.

All the spectators in the 
stadium started a rally from 
Curepipe to Port-Louis.“This 
explosion of Mauritian natio-
nalism manifested itself in every 
nook and corner of the island,” 
adds Jocelyn.

National identity soared 
to an incredible peak that eve-
ning and the following days.  
Ethnologist Thomas Hylland 
Erickson, on a visit to Mauri-
tius at that time, was dead sure 
he was witnessing the dawn of 
a new  era.  That of post ethnic 
Mauritius.

But alas for him and for 
Mauritius, it was all short-lived.

Fourteen years later came 
some other surges, and natio-
nal identity was shaken to the 
roots during the riots following 
the death in police cell of Kaya, 
a local singer militating for the 
legalisation of cannabis.

The building of a national 
identity in Mauritius seems to 
be a switchback and a case of 
unfi nished business. Ask any 
think tank on the island if there 
exists a national identity in 
Mauritius and the answer will 
be something like “Yes of course, 
but we have a little more distance 
to go”.

Ex-president Cassam 
Utteem explains the situation 
thus: “Very often people have 
other identities which take prio-
rity over national identity. They 
act and react not in the national 
interest, but in sectarian interest. 
National identity needs time to 
develop and with time we all will 
develop it”

How much more time does 
Mauritius need?

“We will get it very soon. It 
will grow out of a new Mauri-
tian culture. This new culture 
will emerge when we truly have 
to struggle for our survival. When 
it is a question of do or die. And 
we will have to struggle for our 
survival very soon with global 
warming, food crisis and global 

recession” predicts Dev Virah-
sawmy who has spent most of 
his life promoting the Creole 
language.

If Dev Virahsawmy believes 
that a natural catastrophe will 
be a catalyst, Cassam Uteem 
says that economic success 
might do the job as well.

“If we become a tiger of the 
Indian Ocean, a rich country in 
which every body feels that he is 
benefi ting from our success and 
has equal chances and opportu-
nities, it will undoubtedly very 
rapidly foster a strong national 
identity” says Cassam Uteem.

The situation is bluntly de-
picted by by Siddartha Hawol-
dar, barrister :

“There cannot be a national 
identity when the whites bake in 
the sun on the beach while the 
blacks toil in the fi elds !”.

While waiting for natural di-
saster or economic growth in a 
meritocratic and egalitarian so-
ciety to solder the national soul, 
Mauritius forgets that it is sitting 
on a social treasure which is the 
bond which ties the population 

to the motherland.
Mauritians have in fact a 

very strong tie to their mother-
land. They belong to Mauritius 
and Mauritius belongs to all 
those living on the island, inclu-

ding tourists and those getting 
residence permits by the hun-
dreds lately. This is part and 
parcel of Mauritian hospitality. 

This is not the case, for 
example in Reunion Island and 

Martinique, where there exists 
a deep-rooted feeling that the 
island belongs to a particular 
ethnic group.

Nevertheless, interethnic 
and inter-religious marriages 

Independence Day
The quest for identity

Politics have a major role to play in the quest for national identity.

Dhal puree and shared feeling

The dhal puree and the gateau piment have not been imported from India, but concocted locally 
just like the rougaille snoek and the alouda glacé. The emergence of a Mauritian cuisine, which the 
whole population shares is seen as an important factor in the quest for national identity.
There is no prejudice today against dhal puree. In fact, there has not been since well before indepen-
dence, when the MBC radio started to air ads on the “Roti Manilall au Marché Central”. Neither is 
there any prejudice against briani, mine bouillie, or corn frire accompanied by the satini bringelle. 
They are in fact sought after by the whole population and Mauritians studying or working abroad.
“In the crucible of Mauritian food, we now have a series of recipes where the Mauritian genius 
emerges…We are not fully aware of what we have in terms of national culture,” says Dev Virahsawmy 
- and he adds, “who can resist the call of the ravanne and the séga.”
The emergence of a national cuisine, a national music and dance, a common language are some of 
the factors usually linked to the building of a national identity. Other factors are: 
Misfortune, national tragedy or danger threatening the whole country.
A shared feeling about the development and destiny of the country and often a sense of superiority 
over another country or countries.
Feeling about a common history in as much as all the different ethnic groups of the island are des-
cendants of immigrants.
Pride in the achievements of the motherland in different spheres or in achievements of locals abroad.
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are more readily accepted in 
Reunion Island than in Mau-
ritius.

“There is still a high degree 
of resistance to such marriages in 
Mauritius” says Jocelyn Chan 
Low.

The quest for a national 
identity has always been a long 
hurdle race in many societies. 
Politics, institutions and go-
vernments are very often the 
obstacles in that race.

“We are on the track for that 
strong national identity, but our 
constitution, government, politics 
and some of our institutions are 
hampering us” says Ashok Su-

bron of Rezistans Ek Alternativ.
Ashok Subron is pointing 

an accusing fi nger at a very old 
strategy, that of divide and rule.

Can Mauritius change this 
strategy into one of unite and 
rule ? Dev Virahsawmy says it 
is possible and it has already 
started.

“The present prime minister, 
Navin Ramgoolam has been able 
to achieve what his father, the 
fi rst prime minister of the island 
and the father of the nation  was 
never able to achieve. He has lar-
gely dissolved the ferocious riva-
lry between Muslims and Hindus. 
His open-mindedness towards the 
Creole language and the Creole 
community is also something 
that neither his father, nor Beren-
ger or Jugnauth have been able 
to achieve”, explains Dev 
Virahsawmy.

But whatever the track 
Navin Ramgoolam might be 
taking, with or without Xavier, 
Rama and Aimée, Mauritians 
living abroad are brandishing 
an identity which might be the 
one we are in quest of.

“Mauritians living abroad 
feel that they have things in com-
mon, that they have a common 
bond. We meet and socialize as 
Mauritians. Ethnicity or reli-
gious belief is forgotten” says 
Dr Suresh Hurry, who works 
for the UN in New York and 
who has been traveling the 
world these last 20 years as 
UN consultant.

“Foreign friends who happen 
to accompany me in Mauritius 
are surprised to see how compar-
mentalised Mauritian society is. 
The say it is quite different from 
the Mauritian communities they 
see abroad” says Dr Hurry.

Identity is a safety net. A 
necessity for societies like ours. 
The time needed for Mau-
ritians to trade off sectarian 
identity for national identity is 
anyone’s guess.

Raj JUGERNAUTH
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Quotable 
quotas

I read with great interest the debate between editor 
in chief Raj Meetarbhan and barrister Rada Gungaloo 
that was published yesterday. The topic is of special in-
terest because I am just back from a United Nations 
conference on the Status of Women in New York- from 
which our minister of women was conspicuously absent, 
I might add, but that’s another story. 

You know how Rwanda and Burundi among other 
African countries are often cited as great examples 
where the quota system has worked, with women’s re-
presentation in Parliament reaching 48% in Rwanda? 
Well, I went to listen to a discussion among researchers 
from Rwanda, Burundi, the RDC and Kenya- who 
conducted a study to fi nd out why women were having 
so much diffi culty in asserting themselves and wresting 
their rights from men. Do you know what the acade-
mic from Rwanda said? She said that despite the fact 
that women’s representation in her country was 48%, 
women still were not in a position to exert any kind 
of power.

The 48% of Rwandan MPs made up by women, 
she added, was just for show. Those women didn’t have 
much political clout and were looked down upon be-
cause unlike their male counterparts, they weren’t elec-
ted but “appointed”. “As such, they are deemed to lack 
legitimacy,” concurred her colleague from Burundi. 

I laughed inwardly when I heard this, thinking about 
home and how some in the opposition regularly abuse 
MPs appointed through the Best Loser system! Imagine 
if there was a quota for women! At the best of times, they 
would be expected to shut up and if they didn’t, they 
would be maligned and certainly not taken seriously. 

But that’s not all. Because there are quotas for 
women in those countries, it is practically impossible 
for women to run for election. Their parties are cer-
tainly not going to “waste” tickets on them since there 
are guaranteed seats for women through the quota sys-
tem anyway. 

In other spheres of life, the researchers said, women 
couldn’t rise to leadership positions because they simply 
didn’t have the time! While opportunities were available 
for them to leave the villages and take advantage of the 
various empowerment programmes their respective go-
vernments have made available for them, they simply 
couldn’t do it.

Want to know why? Because they still had mouths 
to feed at home, they still had household chores to do 
and they still had to do all those things that women have 
been doing throughout the ages. 

So do quotas for women work? Over and above 
the fact that the idea of a quota for women is rather 
demeaning, considering they do not constitute a “mino-
rity”, according to the Rwandan researcher, they don’t 
because it’s the mentality that needs to change and un-
til that happens, all the laws in the world won’t make 
a difference. 

Obviously, had Mrs. Seebun gone to the conference, 
she would have been able to enlighten her government 
on this issue and contribute to the debate. 

In the absence of a ministerial input, I hope 
this helps.

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

“Mauritians 
have in fact a 

very 
strong tie 
to their 

motherland.”

Hampering the quest for a national identity
Ethnologists have long since chartered the different roads leading to a national identity. They have 
also scrutinized the obstacles that stand on that road. Some of the factors that hamper the quest 
can be found in the Bouchard-Taylor report published in 2008 in Canada.
One of the hampering factors is the tendency of groups (often helped by the media and pseudo-intel-
lectuals and politicians) to turn away from collective causes and endorse causes such as the defense 
of oppressed or disadvantaged minorities or majorities. Such a move creates pressure groups. The 
quest for a national identity then moves towards a partial group solidarity.
The action of that minority or majority singles them out and often leads to ostracism from other 
ethnic or religious groups.
The dress code is another factor that modern society has to cope with in the quest for a national 
identity.
Symbols associated with clothes, hair styles or head dresses are often seen as a sign of withdrawal 
from the national group. This dress code can also be seen as an aggressive message.
A new factor which may hamper the quest for a national identity is found in the high degree of in-
dividualism which modern living is fostering.
A high degree of consumerism, addiction to renewal of consumer goods and consumer electro-
nics, as well as an addiction to foreign television channels are creating a new type of obstacle to 
national identity.

Glass half full 
You can’t love who you are 
if you don’t hate who are 
not. Or so we’re told. Even 
if hatred is a bit too strong 
a sentiment to describe the 
relationships between the 
different communities that 
comprise Mauritian society, 
it’s undeniable that part of 
the way we defi ne ourselves 
is rooted in what differenti-
ates us from the others. After 
all, that’s the whole of point 
of exceptionalism and one of 
the great gifts of living in a 
multicultural county. Indeed, 
the gentle stereotyping and 
even the occasional under-
current of tension contribute 
to making Mauritius such a 
colourful and, dare we say, 
fun place. 
Without all this, we would all 
simply be inhabiting this is-
land. We wouldn’t really form 
a nation. Yet what makes this 
situation truly unique is that 
a smile or kind word often 
suffi ces to dissipate any bad 
blood. This can be explained 
simply by the fact that our 
similarities greatly outweigh 
our differences, even if we 
often choose to or are led to 
believe otherwise. This ex-
plains why Mauritians who 
live abroad form such strong 
bonds with each other, irres-
pective of their religion or 
race. 
We are united by our lan-
guage, culture, history, 
music, food, idiosyncrasies, 
foibles and, it bears repea-
ting, love of football. It’s 
just that, human nature 
oblige, we take it all for gran-
ted most of the time. We’re 
a bit like an old couple: 
always complaining but 
fonder of each other than 
we will ever care to admit. 
Until it’s too late, of course. 

Nicholas Rainer
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Intercommunity marriage
When love knows   
W

hen Sharmi-
la Gujadhur 
and Sanjiv 
Goburdhun 
said ‘yes’ 
to Hubert 
Harel and 
Chr i s t ine 

Francis respectively, it was not 
just an evolution but a down-
right revolution. And there 
are more similarities in their 
stories than differences. Co-
ming from well-established 
traditional families and of In-
dian mothers (from India), 
both Sharmila and Sanjiv 
were being groomed to marry 
someone from their  own com-
munity, caste and social class, 
preferably from India. That is 
the place where the parents, 
cousins, brothers and sisters 
found their soul mates, or ra-
ther, that is where the parents 
found the soul mates of their 
children when they came of 
age. This was a way to avoid 
inbreeding as the community 
is small in Mauritius and also 
to preserve the culture and fa-
mily traditions. 

It would be wrong to think 
that the children were not 
brought up to be open. They 
both took part in all the Ca-
techism classes in school and 
Sanjiv even excelled in them 
but they were both brought 
up to be conscious of their an-
cestral culture and of the res-
ponsibility to preserve the four 
millennium old culture( hard to 
carry on one’s shoulders) in its 
original form as it was transmit-
ted to them by their parents.

Arranged marriages are the 
norm in both families, although 
the younger generation in the 
Gujadhurs  has gradually for-
ced the parents to choose hus-
bands from Mauritius instead 
of India. That seemed like a 
good compromise. 

Falling in love with Hubert 
Harel and Christine Francis 
complicated matters for Shar-
mila  and Sanjiv…and for 
everyone. Chock, anger, di-
sappointment, these are mild 
words to describe the feelings 
of the four families. There was 
a lot of apprehension which 
Sharmila and Sanjiv put down 
to ignorance of the other and to 
the fact that both families were 
conservative. Neither commu- Sharmila Gujadhur and Hubert Harel on their wedding day.
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 no barriers 
nity was open. However, if the 
fact that both Sharmila and 
Hubert came from well-known 
families eventually played in 
their favour and their fami-
lies overcame their reluctance 
to meet the future spouses of 
their children, for Sanjiv, the 
subject was such a taboo that 
no one talked about it. Such 
subjects are better left to time 
to deal with. As it happened, 
Christine’s family, though more 
open about the relationship, 
was not happy either for their 
daughter to marry outside her 
community. 

When, ten years later, 
Sanjiv fi nally asked for his 
parents’ blessing to marry 
Christine, their reaction was 
predictable: a total rejection of 
the idea. Christine’s family’s 
reaction was more nuanced but 
they disagreed too. The couple 
separated for one year. It tur-
ned out that that was not the 
solution. So, a year later Sanjiv 
announced that he was getting 
married to Christine and that 
was it. He was the fi rst to have 
broken out of the mould.

The battle of convincing 
the parents won, the war conti-
nues. And one needs a lot of 
stamina to win it. The fi rst 
hurdle is the wedding itself. 
If both Sharmila and Hubert 
agreed to have two weddings, 
one Hindu wedding offi ciated 
by the pundit and one Chris-
tian wedding in church, for 
Sanjiv, since he did not receive 
the sacraments of the Catholic 
Church, it did not make any 
sense for him to get married 
in Church. It was, for him, a 
question of respect for Chris-
tine’s religion.

The reaction from Chris-
tine’s family was immediate: al-
though most relatives attended 
and the close ones participated 
in the Hindu wedding, some 
decided to boycott it. 

The choice of the names 
of the children and the religion 
they should embrace is also a 
matter which requires a tole-
rant attitude. Sharmila gave in 
without any diffi culty. Although 
Maeva and Hadrien pray in 
both religions, Sharmila has no 
problem for them to be christe-
ned and take up the religion of 
the father. “I have been brought 
up in an environment where the 

father is the pillar of the family. 
There is no running away from it. 
I believe that Hubert is the pillar 
of my family and fi nd it normal 
that my children take up his 
religion.”

For Sanjiv, Inika is allowed 
to accompany her mother 
to church as much as she is 
allowed to pray with him at 
home. However, she cannot be 
christened. 

But by and large, religion 
does not seem to get in the way. 
Sanjiv’s refl ections about his 
marriage are similar to Shar-
mila’s, “we live our life with the 
diffi culties that every couple can 
have. Religion is not a problem 
since each one practises his and 
respects that of the other.” 

They both believe that 
adaptability is the name of 
the game. Sharmila says that 

both Hubert and her are ‘hi-
ghly adaptable people.’ Sanjiv 
is convinced that if a mixed 
marriage, there is no room 
for rigidity. ‘You need to make 
concessions all the time. Some of 
the concessions he made he feels 
are half-concessions but they are 
concessions all the same,” he says. 

However, Sanjiv feels that 
in a mixed marriage, you tend 
to concentrate more on the 
couple and you  may some-
times feel rightly or wrongly 
that you no longer have the full 
support of the family and he 
concedes that it is hard. “Your 
family is the dowry you offer your 
wife and vice versa,” he sums up. 
“It is a choice you have to make.” 

Not so for Sharmila who 
has found in her mother-in-law 
a friend with whom she shares 
so many things. Hubert, for his 

part, has had to adapt and has 
become the son her parents 
have never had. He is described 
as ‘un bon garçon.’ So much 
so that one of her uncles once 
said, ‘li telman enn bon garson 
ki dan enn lot lavi mo sir ki li ti 
indu.’ (He is such a good boy 
that in a previous life, he must 
have been a Hindu.) That is 
the best compliment you can 
pay someone from a different 
community! 

Would they do it again? 
Any time. They are as much in 
love today as they were when 
they said ‘yes’  for better or for 
worse. That is the main lesson 
I retain from this. The lesson 
of love which transcends all 
barriers. 

Touria PRAYAG

Inika Goburdhun

Hadrien Harel

Maeva Harel

Sanjiv Goburdhun and Christine Francis during their Hindu wedding ceremony.
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Three people who are active in Mauritian NGOs give their points of view on this 
sector which is experiencing changes with the advent of CSR.

Non-Government Organisations: 
Social Work or Opportunism

I want to be blunt from the 
outset: as in other developing 
countries, the NGO sector in 
Mauritius is often dominated 
by elite-run groups that have 
only tenuous ties to the citizens 
on whose behalf they claim to 
act. Such groups also happen 
to have ties with big companies 
which are only too happy to dis-
pense money under the guise of 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR).

Although I would tend to 
agree with Paul Hirst’s theory 
of Associative Democracy 
whereby he asserts that modern 
societies are more diffi cult to 
govern because of the plurality 
of communities, groups, inte-
rests, standards of living, etc., 
I don’t believe that the State 
is collapsing and that NGOs 
should take the attributes of the 
public sphere. NGOs are in-
deed an essential component of 
a thriving democracy like ours, 
and we must make sure that the 
sector is regulated by at least a 
set of ethical rules, transparen-
cy and accountability. But they 
must work hand in hand with 
the authorities instead of com-
peting with them. 

As Peter Willets defi nes it 
in “Transnational Actors and 
International Organizations 
in Global Politics”, an NGO 
is any “non-profi t-making, 
non-violent, organized group 
of people who are not seeking 
government offi ce”. In “De-
mocratizing Development”, 
John Clark categorizes six (6) 
types of NGOs: (i) relief and 
welfare agencies; (ii) technical 
innovation organizations; (iii) 
public service contractors; (iv) 
popular development agencies; 
(v) grassroots development or-
ganizations; and (vi) advocacy 

groups and networks.
By exerting pressure on go-

vernments and by proposing 
technical expertise to policy-
makers, NGOs help to shape 
policies at different levels. They 
can inspire citizen participa-
tion in public life, but I think 
that people should refrain from 
using NGOs and associations 
as stepping-stones for a politi-
cal career. They will lose credi-
bility in the long-term and such 
NGOs run the risk of being dis-
credited eventually. Usually, the 
more media-trendy an NGO 
and its ring-leaders are, the 
more sceptical I am about their 
sincerity and true intentions.

When I was much youn-
ger, I wanted to do something 
to put the compassion I felt 
for others and the need to get 
things done at local level into 
practice. I thought that by wor-
king with NGOs and local as-
sociations, many good things 
could be achieved and thus, I 
could really help others. Social 

work would allow me to share 
my time and commitment to 
others and would make me feel 
happier. At the same time I ur-
ged myself to remain discreet 
and humble because I could see 
some people getting too carried 
away, especially when their ego 
was being pumped regularly to 
over-infl ation.

In Mauritius, at every cor-
ner one can fi nd people who 
refer to themselves as “social 
workers”, but very few are ge-
nuine. Hasn’t anyone noticed 
how some love to boast and 
keep bragging about their “suc-
cesses”, their accomplishments 
and their ubiquitous “presence” 
on the ‘terrain’ 24/7, when in 
fact they’d spend more time 

drinking Vermouth, gossiping 
and having their pictures pu-
blished in the People’s pages? 
Moreover, besides the fact that 
local NGOs have somewhat 
mushroomed in every town and 
village during the past decade, 
the funny thing is that we often 
fi nd the same people in diffe-
rent NGOs, as if they want to 
be seen everywhere!

During my discreet social 
work pilgrimage, I started to 
believe more and more in the 
concept of “Civil Society” un-
til I understood things were not 
as rosy as some pictures tended 
to show. Finally, was that just 
hype? Were these NGOs run 
properly? Were there vested in-
terested? Why did the executive 

members almost always consist 
of the same people, their rela-
tives and friends? Why were 
some people, president(s) for 
life? Why were others greedy for 
governmental grants and spon-
sors? How come some people 
would fl y for free every month 
and some big sharks would go 
on fi shing expeditions?

Such questions have trou-
bled me up to now, but I guess 
that nothing is perfect in life. 
As paradoxical as it seems, 
the NGO sector needs a real 
uplifting at grassroots level. 
Otherwise it will be forever hi-
jacked by groups that are not 
selfl ess and fully-dedicated to 
the cause(s) they pretend to 
defend.

People 
should 
refrain 

from using 
NGOs and 
associations 
as stepping-
stones for 
a political 

career. 

Rishy BUKOREE
Adviser

Beware of the fl ash 
and glamour ! 
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GENERALLY speaking, 
the term “non-governmental 
organisation (NGO)” is used 
to encompass the wide range 
of organisations that are not 
profi t-making. They are in-
dependent, in particular, of 
government, political parties 
or commercial organisations.  
The term NGO was brought 
into light at the end of the 
World War II when the United 
Nations (UN) came into ope-
ration.  Article 71 of Chapter 
10 of the UN charter makes 
provisions for a consultative 
role for organizations which 
are neither governments nor 
member states.

Today NGOs operate in 
every country across every 
continent. Their contribution 
to the welfare of vulnerable 
groups in society is recognized 
worldwide.  And governments 
are aware that they should 
strengthen partnerships with 
selected NGOs if they aim at 
establishing stability in society.  
Even the UN relies on NGOs 
to achieve its goals.  It is often 
through their expertise that 
the UN becomes more pro-
ductive.  Some even argue that 
had it not been for NGOs, the 
UN would have ceased to exist 

quite a few years ago.
It is important to point 

out that NGOs do not consti-
tute a homogenous group.  
Their size and scope of acti-
vities can vary considerably.  
Some NGOs consist of a li-
mited number of persons; 
others may have thousands of 
members. Certain NGOs act 
primarily as lobbyists while 
others conduct programmes 
and activities.

However, regardless of 
their nature and purpose, all 
genuine NGOs work toward 
improving the well being of 
people. Because the role of 
NGOs is unique in the ma-
nagement of a nation, their 
members should strive to 
develop qualities like inte-
grity, commitment, honesty, 
transparency and leadership.  
NGOs should also have 
clear statements of mission, 
transparent and regular go-
vernance, good planning and 
evaluation of programmes.  
Well managed NGOs are not 
only in a position to provide 
quality services to vulnerable 
groups but they also have 
better chances of accessing 
government funding.  In Mau-
ritius, for instance, it is a fact 

that many NGOs rely heavily 
on government funding.

Nevertheless, it must be 
borne in mind that state fun-
ding can corrupt NGOs in 
their mission, preventing them 
from voicing out the concerns 
of benefi ciaries. Nuno The-
mudo from the University of 
Pittsburg states that “many 
NGOs must understand and 
manage the state funding pa-
radox”.  He argues that NGOs 
should make the best of state 
funding while remaining inde-
pendent.

To conclude, one can 
confi dently state that many 
NGOs are working toward 
sustainable development. 
They need the funding of go-
vernments to fulfi ll their mis-
sion. But this does not give 
the right to governments to 
put at stake their autonomy. 
On the other hand, NGOs 
should never compromise on 
their ideals on the basis of the 
fi nancial support they get.  In 
other words, NGOs, if the 
need arises, should dare to 
bite the hands that feed them!  
NGOs are important … very 
IMPORTANT. Is it not what 
democracy is all about?

[ S T R A I G H T T A L K

Rita Venkatasawmy

Director CEDEM

Denis Grandport

Chairman Macoss

NON-governmental orga-
nisation (NGO) is a term that 
is widely accepted as referring 
to an Association or a group 
with little or no participation of 
the Government. NGOs exist 
for a variety of reasons, usually 
to further social goals of their 
members or funders. 

Mauritius has a dynamic 
NGO sector where NGOs play 
a fundamental role as one of the 
privileged partners of develop-
ment. Their contribution and 
commitment to national goals 
range from the observance of 
human rights, improvement, 
support and welfare of the 
vulnerable groups of our society 
to the enhancement of health 
and education.

Vision and Goals
The primary purpose of an 

NGO is to defend or promote 
a specifi c cause. Yet a cause , 
however laudable it may seem, 
would not constitute alone a vi-
tal reason for the setting  up of 
an organisation. I strongly be-
lieve that it is mandatory that 
within the group there is goal, 
commitment, congruence, pre-
vious social work, volunteering 

social initiatives, a knowledge of 
the standards and practices wi-
thin an organisation and above 
all organisational values

These values should clearly 
be refl ected in the mission 
statement, the vision and the 
goals set by NGOs. Among 
others, the values include trust, 
fairness, respect, consistency, 
transparency, honesty and ac-
countability. 

An ethical good governance 
within NGOs should comprise 
a well defi ned policy/cause, 
updated database of mem-
bers, holding of regular mee-
tings and General Assembly, 
a managing committee, and a  
sound fi nancial management 
with proper internal and exter-
nal auditing.

Funding of NGO 
sector

Not all people working for 
non-governmental organisa-
tions are volunteers. Paid per-
sonnel is employed with the 
result that funding is and re-
mains a matter of concern for 
most NGOs. Large NGOs may 
have annual budgets and pro-
vide positive visibility to attract 

funding. Smaller or “weaker” 
orgnisations require support 
and empowerment to secure 
funds to keep their organisa-
tion going and to promote a 
project for the progress of their 
good cause. To sustain their 
contribution to society, NGOs 
obtain funding from different 
sources –Government grant/
NGO Trust Fund, private 
sector, fundraising initiatives, 
foreign donors and nowadays  
more specifi cally the CSR.

Macoss’ role
MACOSS , founded in 

November 1965, aims to play 
a leadership role in good gover-
nance, policy and advocacy for 
an effective and effi cient civil 
society. Macoss should not be 
seen as a watchdog but a faci-
litator to promote the work and 
contribution of all NGOs. Ma-
coss encourages commitment 
from its affi liates, good gover-
nance practices, accountability 
and visibility to attract potential 
donors and monitoring/repor-
ting on funding of projects. 
Macoss maintains member 
contact for a real transformation 
in the NGO landscape. There 

are more than 8000 NGOs in 
Mauritius and unfortunately 
only some 250 are affi liated to 
Macoss. It is therefore diffi cult 
for Macoss to have its say on 
the transparency of all NGOs. 
It is up to the NGOs to ensure 
and enforce sound management 
practices with result-oriented 
projects.

The CSR policy requires 
profi table fi rms to devote 
2% of their profi ts to CSR 
programmes and projects of 
NGOs. Not all NGOs pre-
sently benefi t from the CSR. 
Only those who fi t the criteria 
set by the CSR Committee 
are on the approved list. Some 
NGOs are left out as they lack 
consistency in their project 
presentation and have some 
weaknesses at the level of their 
organisational practices or va-
lues. Funders generally require 
reporting and assessment. Ma-
coss will move to support and 
empower the weaker NGOs. In 
this context, a Salon of NGOs 
will be held in August 2010 to 
ensure their visibility at national 
level so that there is no question 
of small and large NGOs, but a 
NGO family working towards 
national development. 

What are NGOs?

Good governance in NGOs

NGOs 
should 

make the 
best of state 

funding 
while 

remaining 
indepen-

dent.
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In French , you would need 
to change two letters ,that 
is “h” and “o”  and re-
place them by “f” and “e” 

to move from an “homme” to a 
“femme”. Did you notice by the 
way, how very subtly, both the 
consonant and the vowel cha-
racterizing the “femme” are, in 
the alphabet, ahead of those of 
“homme”? I am certain this slip is 
not Freudian. What else 
could it be, though? A 
Da Vinci-like cryptic 
code hinting that 
they have been 
ahead of us in the 
“great game” ever 
since Mary 
Magda-
l e n e 
and 

in spite of all the bearded gent-
lemen in between?  May well 
be, when you think of it! For 
all through the ages they tur-
ned us “on” like light switches, 
with a fl ick of the wrist; a trick 
we are quite incapable of, even 
now, decades after the death of 
Elvis Presley and the emergence 
of the “Axe” body deodorant. 
Men sometimes think they can 
achieve the same effect by sit-

ting in a blood red Mustang 
“coupé”?   It is not as effec-
tive. Trust me. He still has 
the Mustang and someone 
else I know well ran away 
with  the bride! Where does 

the “wo” come from 
in “women”, I’d 
very much like 

to know ,  but 
even there 

, they 
are two 
s t e p s 
ahead  

of “men” 
and one let-

ter  weightier than 
a four letter word. 

Couldn’t  have left 
“men” alone, even in 
English, could they ?

   There is a pos-
ter on plenty of bill-
boards these days 
showing a spritely 

young woman jum-
ping over a hurdle 
labeled “Injustice”. Ne-
ver mind the fact that 
hurdles in the 110 me-
ters are slightly less high 
for women than for men 
(a fact which surely 
does not mean that they 
are more tolerant of the 
scourge. It might indeed 
just be that men “sail 
over” injustices even 
when more towering!?), 
but the thing that struck 
me most is how modest 

their sense of justice 
actually is! The 
poster requires at 

least one of the three candidates 
per constituency to be a woman. 
Now that is …..modest! Equal 
rights actually mean  …..1.5 wo-
men per constituency. Why then 
round “downwards” rather than 
up? Why not indeed round up 
to 2, a “demarsse”, as she would 
say, which is, by the way, highly 
acceptable according to the ca-
nons of Mathematics?  I am 
poking fun, am I? Yes, indeed! 
Because this initiative basically 
depends on “men” doing what’s 
right in order to increase wo-
men’s  representation levels in 
parliament! How likely is that? 
Given that men have been res-
ponsible for hogging most of the 
tickets, seats and deserts that go 
along with them, to themselves, 
all those years? Which wouldn’t 
be a real problem to me if we had 
ended up with the 62 best par-
liamentary representatives this 
country could generate. Not the 
case, unfortunately. Not by any 
stretch of any stretchable ima-
gination known to …man. Not 
even Jules Verne’s. 

  For that is the gist of the 
question really: we do not need 
quotas, except perhaps in ce-
meteries. In parliament or in 
jobs, we need the best. If it be 
62 women, so be it. If they are 
all homophobic, that would be 
pushing it a bit, but what the 
hell if they were the best lea-
ders we could get.  Seeing what 
man’s track record on wars and 
genocide is and what he is cur-
rently doing to humanity, eco-
nomically and ecologically, the 
electorate might be actually on 
to something  really smart…

  By the way, did you no-
tice how things that might have 
been otherwise asked on the 
pillow have now graduated to 
billboards? 

 Now, that is at least better 
governance if you ask me. Or ask 
Eva Peron !

PAF

Today people are living into their sixties, seventies and 
beyond. Such rapid population ageing is posing serious chal-
lenges to Mauritius, which had a population of 126,080 aged 
60 and above in 2007. It is predicted to rise by 362,700 in 2047 
with a life expectancy of 74.23 for males and 79.33 for females. 
That people are living longer is good news for Mauritius, but 
ageing issues must be moved upward in the national agenda. A 
key element to consider is that our elderly population will double 
over the next 20 years and triple in 40 years. We must review 
our thinking to match the emerging trends. We need to institute 
an innovative paradigm, one that views older people as active 
participants in an age-integrated society and as active contribu-
tors to and benefi ciaries of development. We need to determine 
innovative strategies which are emancipatory rather than techni-
cal rationalistic. The WHO, for example, has adopted the notion 
‘Active Ageing’ to express the process for achieving such a vision. 
‘Active ageing’ allows people to realise their potential for physi-
cal, social and psychological wellbeing throughout the life course 
and to participate in society according to their needs, desires 
and capacities. ‘Active ageing’ aims to extend healthy life expec-
tancy and quality of life for all people as they age.  Policies and 
programs that would be stuck in a traditional paradigm, which 
associate old age with retirement, illness and dependence, would 
not refl ect reality. Older people are precious and we should value 
them. We must celebrate our ageing population as there are gains 
to be had. They can make important contributions to the fabric of 
our societies; but are often ignored resources. It is from the older 
people’s experiences, courage and wisdom that we are learning to 
preserve our values and cultures. Society should rely increasingly 
on such assets. They can and must be resources for development. 
In all countries there are examples of people over 60, and even 
over 80, who are at the top of their fi elds in terms of business, 
politics, science, and the arts, and provide continuity of social and 
cultural heritages. They have the wisdom and experience and we 
should value such assets in any planning or strategizing situations 
at both community and national levels. Older professionals can be 
called upon to take jobs to fi ll sectoral labour shortages. They can 
be called upon liberally to be members of Advisory, Steering and 
Management Committees in their fi elds of expertise. A stronger 
emphasis, therefore, should be placed on bridging the intergene-
rational gap. The mindset of the public about older people being 
incapacitated and their inability to make tangible contributions 
should be addressed through role modelling and role profi ling. 
Elderly people themselves would be in a position to strategize 
towards applied policies and practices. This will be in line with 
voting trends. Currently, older people represent 13.6% of all vo-
ters, in forty years this will constitute 31.4%. Unless the array of 
critical factors are considered carefully, in an emancipatory rather 
than a technical rationalistic orientation, the notion ‘Mauritius: 
C’est un plaisir’ regarding our ageing population being humani-
ty’s greatest triumph will become elusive. 

Dr A. Basseer JEEAWODY
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WOMEN…..! Are we ageing 
successfully in Mauritius?

■ Some people are always in the news. Others are 
content simply to get things done, quietly and without 
fuss. Fritz Kux has passed away almost unnoticed, but 
he made a considerable impact on Mauritius.

■ How many people know of Fritz’ contribution to 
rebuilding Mauritius after Cyclone Carol in 1960, which 
is what fi rst brought him here? He came with the South 
African fi rm, Longtill, on government contract, in the 
wake of the devastating cyclone, to build low-cost housing 
for disadvantaged families. 

■ Utilising iron poles and bricks and unskilled la-
bour, a formula he had developed in the South African 
townships, with Longtill Fritz  built no less than 2,500 
houses in the fi rst 18 months.  In the years that followed, 

that number rose to 8,500, providing security to some 
low-income families and a boost to pre-independence 
Mauritius.

■ His other lasting monument was his business en-
terprise of holiday bungalows, Kuxville Beach Cottages 
at Cap Malheureux, which remains a family business and 
which has been a signifi cant part of the tourism industry 
for decades.

■  His concern for the less fortunate in society and 
his sense of values led him almost inevitably to becoming 
a Rotarian. He was one of the founder members of the 
Rotary Club of Port Louis, the oldest service club in the 
country, chartered in 1964. He understood Rotary’s 
motto of Service above Self and always contributed ef-

fectively in his natural, unassuming way – his own motto 
was “Don’t talk, get things done!”

■ His spirit was indomitable. At the age of 71, he 
sailed round Africa in his self-built yacht touching on St 
Helena, Mayorca, The Azores and Bermuda, until he 
got carried off by the Gulf stream for 30 days, eventually 
landing in North America somewhere near Chesapeake. 
Some feat! 

■ Even in his early nineties, he still appeared at Ro-
tary Club meetings from time to time, his bearing still 
straight and erect, belying his age. Although in his last few 
years he could no longer defy the passing of time, they 
were years spent peacefully with his family at Kuxville. 
Men like him should never be forgotten.

Helmut (Fritz) Kux 1912-2010
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Young Labour, the 
youth wing of the La-
bour Party of Mauri-
tius, fully supports the 

present Government’s stance on 
the Chagos issue, especially in 
the wake of the unilateral deci-
sion by the British to open dis-
cussions on a Marine Protected 
Area (MPA) project. Indeed, 
we feel it is high time everyone 
in Mauritius and abroad de-
nounces the hypocrisy and mis-
chievous attitude of the United 
Kingdom (UK). 

As a Small Island Deve-
loping State, Mauritius is one of 
the most vulnerable economies 
in the world. We were at our most 
vulnerable when we broke away 
from colonialism. Those times 
were diffi cult indeed. But we 
have, against all expectations at 
the time not only survived – but 
thrived, thanks to intelligent po-
litics and the vision of our poli-
ticians of the time. We were not 
on the same footing as other big 
nations. Even today, we are some-
times treading diffi cult paths. But 
we have come a long way and we 
now have long standing negotia-
tions on many issues to right what 
has been wrong. There comes a 
time when one looks back and 
says: enough is enough.

If we look at historical facts, 

we will see a pattern in the UK’s 
behavior that is full of lies, deceit 
and non respect of international 
law. Indeed, prior to granting 
Mauritius its independence, the 
United Kingdom (UK) illegally 
excised the Chagos Archipelago 
from the territory of Mauritius to 
create the so-called British Indian 
Ocean Territory (BIOT). This 
excision was done in violation 
of the United Nations Declara-
tion on the granting of indepen-
dence to colonial countries and 
peoples (UN General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 De-
cember 1960) prohibiting the 
dismemberment of any colonial 
territory prior to independence. 
Since 1968, Mauritius has always 
claimed that the Chagos Archipe-
lago forms an integral part of its 
territory and does not recognize 
the so-called British Indian Ocean 
Territory (BIOT).

Furthermore, Resolution 
1514 was applied by the UN spe-
cifi cally to the case of Mauritius 
in a series of resolutions which 
not only identifi ed the colonial 
territory of Mauritius as the re-
levant unit of self-determination 
but made express reference to 
the issue of dismemberment. 
Resolution 2066 shows clearly 
the UN concern with the emer-
ging plans for the detachment of 

certain islands for the purpose of 
building a military base. Thus, 
the unlawful excision is clear and 
the details of the consequences of 
that excision constitute additional 
evidence of the violation of the 
UN Charter and the infraction 
of the unit of self-determination 
as recognized by the international 
community.

Successive British Govern-
ments have given undertakings 
to the Government of Mauri-
tius that the Chagos Archipelago 
will be ceded to Mauritius when 
no longer required for defence 
purposes and that Mauritius 
is the only country which has a 
rightful claim to assert its soverei-
gnty over the Chagos Archipela-
go when the UK relinquishes its 
own. So why does the UK now 
announce its plan for an MPA 
that would exclude the Chagos-
sians and the Mauritians? 

Simply said, the UK ought to 
be ashamed of itself for the blatant 
robbery, injustice and modern 
day banditry that the excision of 
the Chagos from Mauritian ter-
ritory and the cynical expulsion 
of Chagossians from their native 
land represents. The whole world 
should not only care about but  
also denounce the support given 
to the British Government for the 
callous act of uprooting the Cha-

gossians. The human rights of the 
Chagossians have been grossly 
violated and any civilized society 
simply cannot accept that. As 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Arvin 
Boolell rightly pointed out, we 
must create a common platform 
and seek ways to combat the dire 
straits and hitches that the British 
Government has created and is 
still trying to create.  

We are sure that well-planned 
sustainable management will be 
critical to the long-term future of 
Chagos, but any plan must take 
on board the Chagossians and 
the Republic of Mauritius. The 
creation of any Marine Park in 
the Chagos Archipelago would 
therefore require, on the part of all 
parties that have genuine respect 
for international law, at the very 
least the consent of Mauritius.

It is essential that all those wil-
ling to see justice re-established, 
respond positively to the Mauri-
tian Government’s appeal to have 
a common front and a solidarity 
platform. We are confi dent that 
our Prime Minister Dr. Navin 
Ramgoolam will negotiate a way 
to restore our pride and to give no 
choice to UK but to respect us. 
Long live the Labour Party!

Young LABOUR
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Youth wing of Labour Party 
denounces UK’s plan for Chagos

Mauritius 
is the only 
country 

which has 
a rightful 
claim to 
assert its 
soverei-

gnty over 
the Chagos 
Archipelago 

when the 
UK relin-
quishes its 

own.

“Starve a Vampire. Donate Blood.” 
That was the slogan of the American 
Red Cross’ blood donation campaign 
last year targetting some 230 high 
schools and colleges in the United 
States. A very creative campaign 
launched in collaboration with The 
CW television network in conjunction 
with the release of their much awai-
ted The Vampire Diaries series.  Vo-
lunteers were invited to give blood in 
special “vampire” kiosks where they 
could watch exclusive footage of the 
new show. Every donor then walked 
away with a customized t-shirt.  A 
win-win communication cam-
paign for both the Red Cross and 
The CW which managed to pro-
mote their respective messages to 
a young target audience using the 
hype of the moment: vampires. 

 Yes, vampires are in the li-
melight again…and several me-
dia vehicles have contributed to 
that - the most infl uential ones 
being the Twilight series of four 
novels (Twilight, New Moon,  
Eclipse, Breaking Dawn) writ-

ten by Stephenie Meyer. This 
fantasy romance about a teen girl 

(Bella Swan) falling in love with a vampire 
(Edward Cullen) has touched a world-
wide audience. The books have achieved 
record-breaking sales in various countries 
and the cinema adaptation has witnessed 
the same overwhelming success. With the 
popularity of Twilight, there has been an 
offshoot of several vampire TV series, 
movies, books, animes, and video games: 
Indeed, vampires are biting in different 
types of media.  

But what makes vampires so popular? 
Professor Jennifer Williams explains in the 
Vampire Times that “vampires are fasci-
nating in general because they’re Byronic 
heroes.  Essentially the Byronic hero is a 
fl awed hero, someone who is beautiful and 
powerful, but sort of dangerous too.” Ed-
ward Cullen of Twilight is an example of a 
Byronic hero who has become very popu-
lar among an essentially female audience. 
On her offi cial website, Stephenie Meyer 
reveals that the character was inspired by  
a vivid dream she had one night when she 
was still an unknown stay-at-home mother 
of three young sons: “In my dream, two 
people were having an intense conversa-
tion in a meadow in the woods. One of 
these people was just your average girl. 
The other person was fantastically beau-

tiful, sparkly, and a vampire.”
While being mostly popular among 

teen girls, the Twilight series has also 
reached a large number of adult women 
who have also found an escape in this 
vampire romance fantasy. TwilightMoms.
com is a popular website created by adult 
female fans who wanted a space “where 
we can gather unashamed of our irrational 
obsession with vampires and werewolves. 
We have a place where “our kind” can re-
late without having to wade through all the 
teenage Internet code mumbo jumbo like 
“OMG!!! IMHO Edward is sooo Hawt.”  

 Vampire fantasy, which dates back to 
ancient times, has remained popular in the 
modern media. In 1819, John Polidori’s 
The Vampyre was the fi rst vampire short 
story to be published in English and was 
inspired by the concepts of Lord Byron. In 
1897, Brian Stoker’s Dracula introduced 
a vampire character that has remained a 
reference in the genre till today. Hence, just 
like vampires are immortal, people’s fasci-
nation for them will never die. So, until the 
arrival of the next vampire phenomenon 
on our island…be safe… 

Tauheed RAMJAUN

ramjaun.blogspot.com

Vampire bites in the media
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And I especially don’t like novels 
[or fi lms] about children with 
terminal illnesses. The blurb on 
the front cover of this one see-
med designed to put me off: “The 
only way to save your daughter,” it 
reads, “is to sacrifi ce her sister.” So 
when I found myself set to review 
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult, 
I wondered what I was doing…But 
I have to admit that by page two I 
was hooked, in spite of myself.
Anna is a teenage girl who was 
conceived with the aim of providing 
umbilical stem cells to treat her 
sister, then aged two and suffe-
ring from a rare and particularly 
virulent form of leukaemia. The 
transplant was a success but it 
didn’t end there -Anna has spent 
her childhood undergoing various 
other more or less painful medical 

procedures to keep her sister alive, 
and is now expected to donate a 
kidney. But, in spite of her deep love 
for her sister, she says enough. And 
is seeking legal advice.
This is very much a family story, 
narrated in turn by mother, father, 
daughter and delinquent son. We 
see the effect on an ordinary Ame-
rican family of having a seriously 
sick child who claims all attention 
at all times. There is also a lawyer 
and his rather intriguing “service 
dog” called Judge who accompa-
nies him everywhere [this pro-
vides some interesting moments 
in court] as well as his one-time 
girlfriend who has never got over 
him. So some humour and “ro-
mantic interest” is thrown in and 
provides a certain respite from the 
intensity of the central drama. The 

novel has its weaknesses –it is over-
sentimental at times and displays 
those neat tricks and coincidences 
which are the trademark of 
writers who like to tie up all loose 
ends. But dramatic it certainly 
is…I am reminded of the Aris-
totelian doctrine of Catharsis- 
“ the purging of the passions 
by pity and terror.” Both are 
present in high doses, as we 
read of something that we all 
fear happening to somebody 
else. There were times when 
I was convinced it raised my 
blood-pressure! Parents –and 
grandparents! –beware. Once you 
start you won’t be able to put this 
one down!

Beti PEERUN
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When cooking is more 
than just feeding people

I don’t like blockbusters…
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To most of us, coo-
king is one of those 
chores we have to 
do after work and 

which we could happily do wi-
thout. To Jacqueline Dalais, it is 
a different concept altogether. 
Cooking for her is a passion 
which has been part of her 
life since childhood. She is not 
exactly the traditional chef who 
went for further studies in this 
fi eld in the high-fl yingand pres-
tigious international schools. In 
her modesty, she admits that 
what she knows is what she has 
learned and acquired while coo-
king for others and constantly 
trying to surpass herself in or-
der to please.

What may have helped 
Jacqeline is her taste for good 
food, a taste which runs in the 
family and which she has in-
herited from her grandfather, 
known for being a ‘bon-vi-

vant’. However, what has hel-
ped her stand out is perhaps 
the team she has been involved 
in, a team she has trained in 
the same way she acquired 
knowledge herself: through 
using one’s passion to reach 
the highest possible point of 
perfection. The parent-child 
relationship she has developed 
with her team is striking to 
anyone who sees them at work. 

We visited this charming 
lady straight after she received 
the Woman Entrepreneur of the 
Year 2009 Award during a com-
petition organized by Visa in 
collaboration with the magazine 
Essentielle. In her modesty, Jac-
queline explains to us what this 
prize means to her, “ an encoura-
gement to go further and give more 
satisfaction to my clients.”

How does she manage to 
fi nd time to do all she does? 
The answer is simple: she sleeps 

very little because she is either 
working or dreaming about 
new ventures .This is probably 
what keeps her so dynamic and 
young. She exudes so much 
positive energy and is a good 
source of inspiration.

Her restaurant ‘La Clé des 
Champs’ is discreet and you 
may even miss it if you pass 
in front of it. Inside, however, 
you get the impression you are 
going into your mum’s place…
and you do meet your mother. 
She knows exactly what you are 
looking for and she is happy to 
oblige. When you leave the res-
taurant, you cannot fail to take 
away good memories with you. 
The intention to come back will 
defi nitely be with you until your 
next visit. 

But Jacqueline Dalais’ work 
does not stop with her restau-
rant which can seat a maximum 
of 60 people. It extends beyond 

that to outside catering ran-
ging from  Government House 
receptions to important  wed-
dings and banquets in honour 

of heads of state. Not a boring 
life at all!

T.P.

Jacqueline Dalais, winner of The Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 
award for 2009.
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