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The Muslim community
Celebrating pregnancy 
and birth

[  S T R A I G H T T A L K  | The death penalty: is it the answer  > p.48-49

by Touria PRAYAG
Editorial ]

The theme for International Women’s Day this year is equal 
rights, equal opportunities and progress for all, a theme which 
gives us little room for complacency, still less a reason to brag. To 
be fair, however, although this country can hardly be considered 
a haven for gender equality since the relationship between men 
and women is still one of oppression, or at least of relative domi-
nance, great efforts have been made recently to empower wo-
men. The Ministry of Women has virtually dragged housewives 
out of their hiding places and made entrepreneurs out of them. 
Also, many girls, previously considered unmanageable, have 
been rehabilitated by the Ministry of Social Security in half-way 
homes and trained into professions where they can now make 
a living. Still, far too many women, shackled with the burden of 
children and heavily dependent on their partners for their survi-
val are subject to all kinds of abuse. Other professionally trained 
mothers fi nd themselves forced to reduce their participation in 
the workforce and downscale their hopes for achievement.

But this is not what the discussions will be about. Because of 
the imminent elections and the legitimate ambitions of the few 
privileged women, the debate about equal opportunities for wo-
men will again tend to focus on quotas and getting more women 
involved in politics and forget, to a large extent, about dealing 
with the plight of the thousands of ordinary women. 

Political parties will also fi nd in the politically correct talk of 
quotas a way of showing how progressive they are. They will look 
for fi gures to toss at us to show that women have the opportunity 
to live up to their full potential, which we defi nitely don’t. 

The paltry participation of women in politics is but an exten-
sion of their limited bearing on meaningful decision- making in 
general. To improve that, the condition of the ordinary woman 
has to be improved fi rst. 

Parents rank their children’s well-being as their top priority. 
Therefore, for any improvement in the condition of women, suf-
fi cient resources for child care need to be made available, regula-
ted and subsidised, and working mothers have to be supported 
by adequate preschool and after school programmes. Workplaces 
need to be fl exible enough in considering the needs of  families 
where both parents work.

Also, empowering women means giving them the opportu-
nity to take their lives into their own hands. This is not possible 
for as long as our archaic mentalities, fuelled by the intervention 
of religious and socio-cultural groups, keep pushing them down. 

Women do not need to be in politics to fi ght for these 
ideals. They do not need to be in the Legislative Assembly to 
be able to hold the ladder fi rm for their sisters to climb out 
of poverty, stigma, prejudice and helplessness. Men do not 
need to be politicians either to understand that society can only 
make it if they hold the other side of the ladder for us; if, as well 
as being our life partners, they can also be our household and 
child-care partners. 

More women in politics? Yes please if that is their ambition. 
But it is not the only route to follow nor is it a measure of gender 
equality. We have more women in parliament than in the U.S. 
and less than a third of Rwanda. Do we have more rights than 
women in the U.S. and less than a third of the rights that women 
have in Rwanda? I think not. Sorry! 

The women 
in the shadows

Drugs
Are we losing 
the battle… 

Weekly N°4 du 5 feb.10.indd   1Weekly N°4 du 5 feb.10.indd   1 3/4/10   3:52 PM3/4/10   3:52 PM



l’express p. 38Q U I C K R E A D ][ Friday 5 March 2010 • Insert N° 4 

Mauritius fl ying high in the narco-
league tables.

The International Narcotics Control Board has 
found evidence of an increase in heroin smuggling 
through Mauritius. The country is already No1 in 
Africa for heroin and opiates, which they call a “spillo-
ver effect from traffi cking.” The report also mentions 
buprenorphine preparations with reference to the huge 
haul of Subutex recently seized. The PM talks of re-in-

troducing the death penalty 
for Subutex dealers, while 
the ADSU struggles on…

Women join protest. 

Nine women planters from Riche Terre have joi-
ned the protest over the loss of their land. They say 
they have invested large sums of money in it and are 
claiming much bigger amounts in compensation than 
the government seems willing to pay .They staged a 
peaceful demonstration on Tuesday morning in front 
of Government House. They accuse the government 
of indifference to their plight and singled out Minister 
Seebun, asking her to notice them on International Wo-
men’s Day. The six hunger strikers are continuing their 
action and are showing signs of physical weakness. Some 
have had medical treatment.

Plaza out of bounds.

The whole of the Plaza, including the Salle des 
Fetes, will be out of bounds for everyone except secu-
rity offi cers. The municipal offi ces will be transferred 

to another site in RoseHill. This historically important 
and well-loved building is under renovation and a fi re 
broke out there last Friday, causing fears for its safety 
- or even its survival, as it is in a very fragile state. The 
cause of the fi re, which was fortunately brought rapidly 
under control, is something of a mystery as there are no 
electrical circuits in that part of the building. A police 
enquiry is going on.

Rats in the market.

Fazila Ghoorahoo, a RoseHill shopkeeper, together 
with some of the stallholders in RoseHill market, has 
made a video of rats in the meat section .The mayor and 
his councillors are not pleased, and 
accuse the lady of base political 
motives. They say that no mar-
ket in Mauritius is rat-free and 
that she must have made 
the video af-
ter hours…
They also 
ma in ta in 
that regular 
attempts at 
controlling 
the rodents 
are carried 
out on the 
premises.

The Week at a Glance]

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

In France, Rescuers were 
searching fl ooded houses on 
the western coast for eight 
people still missing three days 
after a storm dubbed “Xyn-
thia”, which killed 51 people. 
Nicolas Sarkozy made a sta-
tement soon after: “We have 
to ask how, in France, in the 
21st Century, families can be 
surprised in their sleep and 
drown in their homes?” The 
storm damaged roads and 
houses along France’s Atlantic 
coast leaving 49,700 homes 
without electricity. 

In Chile, aid is being 
directed toward devastated 
areas amid growing com-
plaints that the government 
was slow to respond to Sa-
turday’s 8.8-magnitude ear-
thquake. Some 1.2 million 
homes have been damaged 
and two million people have 
been displayed displaced. The 
government revised its death 
toll up to 795.

Chagos. BBC debates 
on the Marine Park. Ri-
chard Black, environment 
correspondent for the BBC 

News, started an interesting 
debate on the marine re-
serve project for the Chagos: 
“should the Chagos Islands 
archipelago be turned into a 
marine reserve, or not? If you 
care either way, you have until 
the end of the week to give the 
UK government your views. 
If you don’t care either way... 
well, read on, and perhaps 
you’ll decide whether it mat-
ters or not,” wrote Black who 
reminds the readers that the 
colonial history of the Cha-
gos “does not make a pretty 
tale”. The comments posted 
on the site below after his 
article offer various perspec-
tives: http://www.bbc.co.uk/
blogs/thereporters/richard-
black/2010/03/murky_wa-
ters_of_marine_reserve.html)

Rwanda. Sixteen Years 
After. French police on 
Tuesday arrested Juvenal 
Habyarimana, the widow 
of the Rwandan president 
whose plane was shot down 
in 1994, setting off the mas-
sacre of 800,000 Tutsi and 
moderate Hutu. Since the 

massacre, Habyarimana has 
lived in France. Her arrest 
came soon after Sarkozy’s 
visit to Rwanda where he ad-
mitted that France had made 
errors of judgment before the 
genocide. It was unclear if 
Mrs. Habyarimana would be 
extradited. France has, up un-
til now, refused to hand over 
other suspects for fear they 
would not receive a fair trial. 

USA. Jangi and Badal 
focus on Transnational 
Threats. Superintendent 
of Mauritian Police Heman 
Jangi and Assistant Supe-
rintendent Damodur Badal 
arrived in Washington DC 
a few days ago for a 4-week 
seminar on strategy and the 
security sector. They joined 
some 60 participants, coming 
from across Africa, to discuss 
the challenges facing African 
countries in an era of transna-
tional threats. 

Toyota, to accelerate or 
to decelerate? 

Japan. Toyota Still Wants 
to Rule the World. The pre-
sident of the world’s biggest 

carmaker, Akio Toyoda, trave-
led to China from the United 
States to apologize for vehi-
cle defects, while skipping the 
Geneva auto show, Europe’s 
most important automotive 
industry gathering. Toyoda 
is prioritizing China, where 
passenger-car sales surged 
53 percent last year, as Eu-
ropean vehicle sales declined. 
“China’s market is very im-
portant,” Toyoda told repor-
ters in Beijing this week. “I 
hope that China customers 
can be reassured to a certain 
degree after I speak to them 
personally.” The Toyota City, 
Japan-based carmaker has re-
called about 8 million vehicles 
worldwide to fi x problems in-
cluding cases of unintended 
acceleration in vehicles. Last 
week, Toyoda visited the U.S. 
to testify before Congress 
and apologize for the defects. 
One U.S. Senator said Tues-
day that United States should 
consider banning Japanese-
made cars until Japan’s go-
vernment guarantees the 
vehicles have no defects. “I’m 

as free-trade as anybody here, 
but I can tell you the Ameri-
can consumer is getting tired 
of this thing if we are getting 
substandard products.”  

Geneva. Nissan is ne-
gotiating with Ashok Ley-
land. Japan’s other giant 
carmaker, which is already 
partnering Bajaj and Renault 
in developing a low cost car, 
announced that it was in talks 
with Ashok Leyland for de-
veloping a car for the global 
market that could be priced 
at around $4,500-5,000. “We 
have a formal agreement with 
Ashok Leyland for making 
light commercial vehicles 
in India...in addition to that 
we also use Ashok Leyland’s 
engineering services for 
various purposes. At the 
moment we are talking to 
them and many other par-
tners in China, Indone-
sia...for a price centric 
vehicle,” Collin Dodge, 
Nissan Motor Co’s execu-
tive vice-president, told re-
porters at the Geneva Motor 
Show here. 

Natural Disasters: Deadly Storm 
and another earthquake

Beti Peerun
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Well said ] 
 “If we sit and watch the rat and cat 
show at the Rose Hill Market and be 
mere spectators, we are as guilty as 
the ones responsible.” Fazila Ghoo-
rahoo on the late video saga. 

Silence is golden]
“I was the fi rst politician to 
have called for the death 
penalty to be reinstituted.’
 Pravind Jugnauth showing 
misplaced pride.

sound
bites]
News from the 
Ministry of Edu-
cation
Minister Bunwaree 
has been saying some 
strange things lately, at 
least according to Le 
Mauricien on March 
1st. He was reminiscing 
about how, a long time 
ago, he was principal of 
a college which had 400 
pupils with children ol-
der than he was. A faith-
ful translation I swear 
but which leaves me 
mathematically chal-
lenged. He found it an 
enriching experience.

News from 
Loto 
A Sunday paper ran a big 
story about the winning 
lottery ticket. It took me 
a while to realize that 
Mr Beeharry of Quatre 
Bornes market hadn’t 
actually won 39 million 
or whatever –in fact he 
had won nothing at all but 
had only sold the winning 
ticket! All the excitement 
apparently arose because 
his tabagie will now be 
offi cially recognised as a 
seller of winning tickets. 
But don’t they say that 
lightning never strikes 
twice in the same place?
By the way on the road 
where I live there is a sign 
saying “Lavage Loto”-
That must confuse people
Saturday February 
27th to Saturday 
March 6th.

Hygiene all the 
way…
 The mayor of RoseHill, 
commenting on the rats-
in-the-market video said 
it didn’t prove anything as 
there were no people on 
it! So it’s OK to have rats 
after hours? Then ex-mi-
nister Deerpalsing came 
out of relative obscurity 
to comment that in his 
day, things were better …
All we remember of the 
Food Act that he intro-
duced is that it made the 
wearing of gloves obliga-
tory for anyone handling 
food stuffs…and money! 
Are we to assume it’s 
alright to have rats if you 
are wearing gloves? 

B. P

Tipima : literally means a little chili.
Figuratively, it refers to a person, male or female, who has a fi ery character. As chilies are quite appreciated in Mauritius, the word 
tipima is familiar but not pejorative. 

N.R. 

Holi, the Hindu festival where colours are celebrated is also a way to celebrate friendship 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Kreol korner]
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T
his is the time of 
year when wo-
men’s concerns 
come to the fore-
front, on and 
around  Interna-
tional Women’s 
Day which falls 

on Monday 8th March. To 
mark the occasion, today we 
look into the problem of alcoho-
lism among women, how it af-
fects their lives and their families 
and the quite remarkable facili-
ties for their rehabilitation which 
exist at Etoile d’Espérance.

Although there is space for 
14 in the beautifully decora-
ted bedrooms, at the moment 
there are only six women at the 
centre. When I visit they are sit-
ting in the veranda, looking very 
comfortable, chatting and liste-
ning to music.

 Babette, the most talkative 
of the group explains that once 
you are in the trap of alcohol 
abuse, you can’t get out of it 
without help. She was brought 
here by her sister and is full of 
praise for the centre: “Our days 
and weeks are completely taken 
up – we don’t have time to think 
about drinking! There are plen-
ty of activities. We eat well, go to 
bed early and sleep well. There 
is always someone to talk to or 
to offer us advice if we need it. 
And we play a part in the or-
ganization too, for example we 
plan the menus for the week 

and look after the cooking”.
Fanny was brought in by 

a social worker. She describes 
how, after months without al-
cohol, one single drink at a 
party was enough to set her off. 
“Then the next day you have to 
go looking for a bottle and you 
can’t stop.” After drinking soli-
dly for one week, Fanny would 
feel ill for months. Her health 
was deteriorating but now, after 
just a short time at the centre 
she is feeling much better.

Devina says that many wo-
men turn to alcohol because 
marital problems or a violent 
husband poison their family 
life. “What is so good about this 
place is the atmosphere. We are 
like one family and at mealtimes 
we are at table with the staff. 
When one of the women lea-
ves, the others cry because they 
know they are going to miss her.”

All these women are ex-
tremely optimistic about their 
chances of overcoming their 
addiction. They are all aware of 
the extra dangers alcohol holds 
for women. They will spend 
fourteen weeks here and will 
visit regularly when they return 
home. A year of abstinence will 
earn them a medal. How many 
of them will succeed is not sure-
but what is sure is that they all 
have great expectations and a 
great example to follow -that 
of Linda Busgeet. We choose 
to concentrate on her success 

story. 
 Linda is an “ex” who is 

now employed full time at the 
centre. Proud of her seven years 
of abstinence she admits that 
conquering addiction is a “life-
long combat”-an ex-addict will 
never be able to drink “reaso-
nably.” Addiction happens gra-
dually, she says, not overnight, 
and in her own case caused 
aggressive and even violent be-
haviour. Through her voluntary 
work with other addicts she dis-
covered talents she never knew 
she had, and is now in charge 
of the handicraft workshop at 
Etoile d’Espérance. In addition 
she helps with group therapy as 
well as looking after the hou-
sekeeping. A mother of three 
and a very young grandmother, 
Linda is happy in her marriage 
as it has now recovered from 
the diffi culties which plagued it 
during her years of addiction. A 
real success story.

 The centre.
 Etoile d’Espérance, just off 

a busy road in Moka, is a haven 
of tranquility in a charming co-
lonial-style wooden house sur-
rounded by spacious gardens. A 
joy to be in on a hot summer’s 
morning…This residential 
centre for women alcohol ad-
dicts opened in 2006.Gilbert 
Leste, trained in Italy in the care 
of drug and alcohol addicts, is in 

A spoonful 
of sugar 

TALK about an embarrassment! Rather than simply 
accede to the request of the platform of sugar industry 
unions to submit the audited fi nancial reports of the 
companies comprising the corporate sugar cane sector, 
the Mauritius Sugar Producers Association (MSPA) 
took it upon itself to commission a report by BDO, a 
fi rm of chartered accountants, on the state of its mem-
bers’ fi nances. How very thoughtful of it. Except that it 
recently emerged that BDO managed to botch the job. 

Admittedly, the mistake was hardly a monumental 
one. In its analysis of Bel Ombre sugar estate, BDO used 
the results for crop year 2007 rather than those for 2008. 
If anything, the error marginally downplayed the thrust 
of the MSPA’s argument, namely that its members are 
losing money and hence cannot afford to grant a pay 
increase of 40% to the 5 500 labourers and artisans em-
ployed in the sugar industry. 

The amended report shows that they incurred ope-
rating losses of almost Rs278 million “from sugar and 
by-products”, or Rs20 million more than was originally 
calculated using the 2007 results. Even if the miscalcu-
lation seems trifl ing, the stakes are high enough for it to 
have attracted the attention of the Financial Reporting 
Council and raised the unions’ hackles. 

The latter don’t contest that the mills are losing 
cash on sugar and its by-products. They have however 
taken issue with the fact that the 21 companies compri-
sing the MSPA forked out dividends of Rs1.4 billion in 
2008 (incidentally, this tidy little sum would have more 
than covered the salaries of the thousands of workers 
in the industry). Such generosity is hardly the mark 
of corporations meant to be wallowing in the fi nancial 
doldrums. 

The MSPA says that the revenues used to line the 
pockets of shareholders were generated by non-sugar 
activities (the lion’s share of which came from the sale of 
land) and thus can’t be used to pay workers in the sugar 
industry. And there’s the rub. Does the sale of hundreds 
of hectares of land that had formerly been used to culti-
vate sugar cane count as a non-sugar activity? 

The unions think not, especially since many of the 
transactions were exempt from land conversion tax 
under the Sugar Industry Effi ciency Act. They also 
contend that the sugar industry has already made si-
gnifi cant savings under the two Voluntary Retirement 
Schemes. From this perspective, it does indeed look 
like another case of the MSPA wanting to have its 
cake and eat it. Little wonder then that the air is thick 
with suspicion. 

Late last month, a contrite director of the MSPA 
sent a letter to the unions apologizing for “any incon-
venience caused” by BDO’s slip up. To be sure, incon-
venience is perhaps too soft a word. After all, we’re not 
talking about a broken lift or a delayed appointment. 
More importantly, the MSPA seems intent on playing 
a zero-sum game, which explains why it is disinclined 
to so much as entertain the prospect of meeting the 
unions halfway. 

It’ll take far more than a spoonful of sugar to make 
this medicine go down. A healthy shot of goodwill seems 
to be in order.

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

The Etoile d’Espérance 
Rehabilitation  
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Linda Busgeet leading a group therapy session.
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charge. Apart from him, all the 
employees are women, and in-
clude a part-time psychologist.

 “The gate is always open,” 
he says, “and there are no 
constraints –the women stay of 
their own accord.” They come 
from all communities and all 
have in common some pro-
blem which led them down the 
route to addiction. “But each 
case is unique,” Gilbert adds. 
He points out that alcoholism 
among women is a taboo sub-
ject  in all social strata but that 
some hide it more successfully 
than others…And that men 
who drink heavily are more li-
kely to be able to continue wor-
king whereas  women stay at 
home, falling deeper and deeper 
into addiction until they develop 
serious health problems. Chil-
dren are neglected and not sent 
to school. “It is often a situation 
like this which triggers the deci-
sion to seek help.”

At the centre everything is 
geared to helping the women 
recover a sense of their own 
worth. Talks and group discus-
sions enable them to explore and 
understand their problems. They 

are initiated into the art of facials 
and manicures [“These women 
must be beautiful when they 
leave us,” says Gilbert.] Literacy 
is taught, as well as yoga and tai 
chi. Each woman must choose 
three visitors, which gives her a 
sense of control and keeps her 
in touch with her family. Gilbert 
Leste stresses the importance of 
the family in a woman’s chances 
of recovery. “If she is to go back 
to the same problematic situa-
tion as she had to face before, 
then there is no hope at all of 
recovery, he says quite catego-
rically. Asked what sort of suc-
cess rate the centre expects, he 
quotes three out of ten. “Four 
others will stay in contact, while 
three will disappear for good and 
probably start drinking again. 
We have successes but also huge 
failures. But every woman gains 
something from her stay here in 
that she learns to refl ect on her 
life and her problems.” Gilbert 
Leste is a man dedicated to his 
chosen cause, a man who evi-
dently has women on his mind, 
but not in the usual way!

Beti Peerun

Every 
woman 
gains 

something 
from her 
stay here

 Centre
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Initiation into the arts of beauty

Gilbert Leste,the administrator of the centre, on the veranda.
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●Earthquakes inspire 
fear and fascination in al-
most equal measure. Tell 
us a bit more about these 
natural phenomena. 

To begin with, we know 
that Earth is a very unstable 
planet. Things are happening 
both underneath us and on the 
surface. We need to remember 
that earthquakes have been oc-
curring for the past two hun-
dred million years. Continents 
are moving; the major and mi-
nor plates over which oceans, 
continents and islands are lo-
cated are moving in different 
directions. There are three 
different types of plate move-
ment: plates moving towards 
each other (convergent), plates 
moving away from each other 
(divergent) and, most dange-
rously, plates rubbing against 
each other, which was the case 
in Haiti.

An earthquake is a sudden, 
explosive release of elastic en-
ergy. The most devastating 
earthquakes happen along 
the margins of convergent 
plates. When two plates move 
towards each other they fold 
and store tensile strength until 
they snap. This happens over 
the course of centuries. What 
happened in Chile is that the 
Nasca Plate, which had been 
moving under the South Ame-
rican Plate, snapped. Haiti is a 
different case. It’s found right 
on the margin of two sliding 
plates. 

There are more than 300 
earthquakes every week across 
the world. More than 60% of 
these occur around what is 
known as the Pacifi c Ring 
of Fire, which extends from 
Tierra del Fuego in Argen-
tina across South, Central and 
North America past Japan and 
Indonesia all the way to New 
Zealand. This is where ma-
jor earthquakes happen. Take 
the earthquake in Chile for 
example. 8.8 on the Richter 
scale is very high. But I’m gi-
ven to understand that in 1960 
there was a 9.4 magnitude 
quake in Chile, which was one 
of the biggest in history.  

● Earthquakes hap-
pen far more frequently 
than we think, but recent-
ly there’s been a spate of 
particularly deadly ones. 
Is this part of a growing 
trend or simply par for the 
course? 

There are three categories 
of earthquakes: minor, mo-
derate and strong. Usually, 
strong earthquakes occur 
once a year in a particular 
area. The devastation caused 
by them isn’t necessarily pro-
portionate to their intensity. 
There are several other fac-
tors that contribute to making 
a quake deadly: if the epicen-
ter is located directly under 

a highly populated area; if a 
tremor occurs at night when 
most people are indoors; and 
if the rock and soil are soft or 
claylike. The reason why so 
many people died in Eastern 
Sichuan, China, in 2008 is be-
cause of the waves of soft soil 
that buried everything. 

● One of the big pro-
blems with earthquakes 
is that they are rather un-
foreseeable. How does one 
minimize this unpredicta-
bility?   

That’s where readiness 
comes in. If the Haiti quake 
had happened in Tokyo, I 
believe that fewer than 100 
people would have died, be-
cause people there are pre-
pared and the buildings are 
quakeproof. In Japan they also 
have mini-zoos full of reptiles. 
Whenever there is a tremor, 
the reptiles sense it and their 
behaviour changes. When this 
happens, scientists are alerted 
and they take extra care in mo-
nitoring seismic activity and 
warning the population. Japan 
also conducts earthquake drills 

twice or three times every year. 
That’s the difference between 
developed and developing 
countries.

● Let’s talk about tre-
mors closer to home. 
Rodrigues, for example, 
regularly experiences seis-
mic activity. Could the re-
gion be prone to the sort 
of devastating quakes that 

we’ve seen further afi eld?
Let’s put things into pers-

pective. Rodrigues, Mauritius 
and Reunion Island are not 
connected in a geophysical 
sense. Rodrigues however 
is located on a ridge that is 
connected to the Mid-Indian 
Ocean Ridge where three 
plates – the African Plate in 
the West, the Antarctic Plate 
in the South and the Indo-
Australian Plate in the East – 
are diverging, or moving away 
from each other, at a speed 
of 4cm per year. This causes 
magma to swell up along the 
line. So what Rodrigues is ex-
periencing is called magmatic 
tremors. 

Earthquakes have been 
occurring in the region east of 
Rodrigues for the past eight 
million years. Every year, 
there are about 22 moderate 
quakes (4-5 on the Richter 
scale) in that zone, which 
demand a certain degree of 
vigilance. This is why Citro-
nelle will soon be doted with a 
seismometer. I’d like to point 
out though that a seismometer 

only records seismic activity. It 
doesn’t predict it. The impor-
tant thing is to inform the po-
pulation whenever a tremor is 
recorded. I don’t write off the 
possibility of an earthquake 
of a magnitude of 5 on the 
Richter scale generating tidal 
waves not exceeding 3 metres 
that could damage Rodrigues, 
which is a highly vulnerable 
island. 

● Do you envisage a 
revival of volcanic activity 
in Mauritius in the near 
future? 
I wouldn’t write off such an 
eventuality even if it seems 
unlikely. Mauritius was geo-
logically constructed in fi ve 
different phases. The periods 
between each phase, which 
generally last about a million 
years, are usually very calm. 
Given that our most recent 
lava fl ows occurred 20 000 
years ago it seems improbable 
that any of our 23 volcanoes 
will be erupting any time soon. 
However it’s worth remembe-
ring that our volcanicity is of 
the quiet type- it’s effusive 
rather than explosive. This 
means that any recurrence of 
volcanic activity will be pre-
ceded by very clear signs. 

● Mauritius seems to 
be geologically privileged. 
In your opinion, what’s 
the greatest risk for the 
country? 

Everyone remembers the 
tsunami of December 2004. 
People in Rodrigues, in par-
ticular, are worried about 
tsunamis; they’re asking ques-
tions about the Haiti and Chile 
quakes. I think that the risk of 
a tsunami coming from the In-
donesian region is low. There is 
something else though. In June 
1987, a devastating tidal wave 
swept across the southern In-
dian Ocean and generated 4 
metre-high waves off the south 
coast of Mauritius. Places like 
Rivière des Galets, Souillac, 
Rivière des Anguilles were all 
hit. At around the same time, 
a mega-block of ice the size of 
Belgium broke off from the 
Antarctic ice cap. Perhaps it 
drifted northwards generating 
the tidal wave.

● Do you think that 
climate change could exa-
cerbate the risks of such 
extreme events? 

Many experts I’ve met, in-
cluding the director of the Pa-
cifi c Tsunami Warning System 
in Honolulu, have told me that 
they don’t write off the possi-
bility of mega-blocks of ice the 
size of Madagascar breaking 
off and causing devastating 
tidal waves. For me, the dan-
ger comes from the South. We 
should prepare for it.    

Nicholas RAINER

INTERVIEW
WITH

If the Haiti 
quake had 
happened 
in Tokyo, I 
believe that 
fewer than 
100 people 
would have 

died

“The danger comes 
from the South”

Prem Saddul, geologist
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The forex dilemma In brief ]

Pandemonium has not 
broken loose. Not yet. 
But it’s now steadily 
approaching our eco-

nomy. Our rupee is strengthe-
ning by the day. A crippled 
pound and a faltering euro are 
already nagging the textile indus-
try. It was not enough though. 
The sugar sector is now in the 
line of fi re. Lower imports bills 
favour the Mauritian consumers 
and contain infl ation rate to low 
levels. This is it? 

Finance minister Rama Sitha-
nen admits that striking the right 
balance is a “very diffi cult choice 
that we have to make”. Answering  
questions from Royal College 
Curepipe students on Wednes-
day, he explained that the current 
state of affairs is not attributable 
only to the strong fundamentals 
of our economy. External fac-
tors, beyond our control, are also 
contributing to the strengthening 
of the Mauritian rupee.

Some members of the Euro 
Zone are in dire straits. Ireland, 
once The Celtic Tiger, has a 
widening budget defi cit, high 
unemployment rates and rising 
social aid budget. Two of its com-
mercial banks needed quick state 
intervention to stay afl oat. And 
Greece going bankrupt, which 
triggered public upheaval in the 
country, has marked the begin-
ning of 2010. The Greek govern-
ment announced a two-point rise 
in valued added tax this week, 
20% increase on cigarettes and 
alcoholic drinks taxes, pays cuts 
and retirement freezes. Adding 
insult to injury,the UK, one of our 
main markets, is facing the same 
issues. End result: a weak pound.

The manufacturing sector,at 
the end of 2009, sent signals to 
the government and Bank of 

Mauritius about the negative 
impacts of a strong rupee. Jobs 
losses in the industry would be 
in thousands.  The Bank of Mau-
ritius responded with a forward 
swap transaction. At the end of 
February it conducted a spot-to-
one month swap for an amount 
of 9,5 million euros, maturing on 
29th of March 2010.

The sugar industry is now 
feeling the heat of a weakening 
euro, as the main buyer of our lo-
cal sugar is Europe. The industry 
is now producing refi ned sugar, 
which rakes in 20% more money 
that raw sugar. If the tendency is 
not reversed, receipts for the 2010 
crop will be lower. Planters’ reve-
nues will fall.

News from the world forex 
market is not conducive to re-
joicing. The euro eased against 
the dollar yesterday ahead of a 
European Central Bank meeting 

but retained some support as in-
vestors encouraged by Greece’s 
latest austerity measures cut some 
of their record short positions in 
the single currency.

The euro was dragged down 
by its fall against the yen as short-
term players sold higher-yielding 
currencies after Asian stocks fal-
tered and prompted investors to 
trim riskier positions, traders said. 
That move also pushed the dollar 
to a three-month low against the 
yen. The ECB is expected to hold 
interest rates at a record low of 1.0 
percent and outline the next steps 
in its gradual withdrawal from 
emergency lending measures. 

The market focus will be on 
whether it announces any change 
to the extra liquidity it has provi-
ded for the banking system, and 
traders will also be listening to 
ECB President Jean-Claude Tri-
chet’s remarks on Greece.

Gold slipped on Thursday 
as investors booked profi ts 
after the metal rallied to a 
6-½ week high the previous 
day, but an increase in ETF 
holdings highlighted bullion’s 
growing safe haven appeal.
A steadier euro could also 
lend support, with markets 
less worried about the 
debt crisis in Greece that 
had undermined the single 
currency. Gold priced in euro 
and sterling was within sight 
of their record highs.
Spot gold was at $1,134.85 
an ounce by 0640 GMT, 
down $4.50 from New York’s 
national close. Bullion hit an 
intraday high around $1,144 
on Wednesday following 
Greece’s new measures to 
reduce its defi cit.
Bullion, which hovered about 
5 percent below a lifetime 
high around $1,200 struck in 
December, could challenge a 
January high around $1,150 
if the euro sustained the 
uptrend, dealers said.
“Given this relative strength 
in the euro, people will be 
looking for dips to get back 
in. We’ve seen recently as 
well, the ETFs have been 
buying again,” said Darren 
Heathcote, head of trading at 
Investec Australia.

U.S. probes hedge 
fund bets against 
euro

The Wall Street Journal, ci-
ting people familiar with the 
matter, said the department 
has asked hedge funds in-
cluding SAC Capital Advisors 
LP, Greenlight Capital Inc, 
Soros Fund Management 
LLC and Paulson & Co to 
retain trading records and 
emails relating to the euro.
SAC, Greenlight and Paul-
son declined to comment to 
Reuters about the reported 
request, while Soros Fund 
Management failed to res-
pond to inquiries. The Justice 
Department also declined to 
comment.
The euro has come under 
selling pressure during the 
Greek debt crisis, losing over 
10 percent since November, 
and the newspaper said the 
request, dated February 26, 
coincided with its article des-
cribing gatherings of hedge 
fund managers where the 
euro was discussed.
The Justice Department’s let-
ter said the antitrust division 
“has opened an investigation 
into agreements among va-
rious hedge funds that trade 
euro contracts” 

Gold parties cash 
in on highs

The Automatic Price Me-
chanism decided on new petrol 
prices on Tuesday. Gasoil remains 
unchanged at Rs 43,40 whilst 
diesel is now at Rs 34,40 a litre. 
Oil slipped yesterday as the dollar 
strengthened, but was still trading 
near seven-week highs of around 
$81 as U.S. demand edged up 
with a recovering economy.

Total oil demand in the 
world’s top consuming nation 
grew 0.3 percent in the past 
four weeks from a year earlier, 
U.S. government data showed 
on Wednesday, raising expecta-
tions for an end to a 1-1/2-year 
period of sustained consumption 
decreases.

The dollar gained 0.13 per-
cent against a basket of currencies 
.DXY, sending crude down 22 
cents to $80.65 a barrel by 0523 
GMT. The front-month contract 
touched $81.23 on Wednesday, 
its highest intraday price since 
January 12. London ICE Brent 
for April fell 15 cents to $79.10.

Greece’s budget-balancing 
pledges on Wednesday helped 
restore some appetite for risk, 
boosting the euro against the 
dollar. On Thursday, the spot-
light focuses again on the euro 
zone, which will report revised 
gross domestic product for the 
fourth quarter.

“The oil market will trade in a 

range of $75 to $85 at least for the 
next two months, and it will pos-
sibly go above $85 by the middle 
of this year, depending on eco-
nomic recovery,” said Ken Ha-
segawa, a commodity derivatives 
manager at brokerage Newedge 
in Japan.

China Investment Corp, 
China’s sovereign wealth fund, 
believes global commodity prices 
are outpacing the global eco-
nomic recovery, fueled by loose 
monetary policies worldwide, a 
top offi cial said on Thursday.

“Personally, I think the prices 
are a bit too high relative to the 
strength of real economic reco-
very,” Jesse Wang, CIC execu-

tive vice president and chief risk 
offi cer, said on the sidelines of a 
conference in Beijing.

Prices have ranged from $69 
to $84 a barrel over the past few 
months amid uncertainty about 
the pace of economic recovery. 
But a decline in global crude 
inventories and the surplus held 
in fl oating storage has set the 
stage for an increase toward the 
$80-$90 range, according to Bar-
clays Capital.

The latest data from the Joint 
Oil Data Initiative (JODI) im-
plied that Asian demand has been 
growing by more than 2 million 
barrels per day from a year earlier, 
according to Barclays.

Oil slips from 7-week highs 
on stronger dollar

News from the world forex market is not conducive to rejoicing.

External 
factors 
are also 

contribu-
ting to the 
strengthe-
ning of the 
Mauritian 

rupee.
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“Since 2000, I have 
been taking 
drugs and I have 
always bought 

my dose from the same dealer in 
Mahebourg. He is still in bu-
siness; he has some sort of pro-
tection. He has many friends in 
the police force of the locality.”, 
says Rajen*,a drug addict now 
undergoing rehabilitation.

L’Express Weekly counter-
checked the information given 

by Rajen with the Anti Drug and 
Smuggling Unit (ADSU). “The 
information is OK, name of drug 
traffi cker is known to us. He has 
been prosecuted in the past. We 
raided his house in Mahébourg 
two weeks ago but found no-
thing,” said the ADSU offi ce.

Raiding the premises of sus-
pected drug traffi cker and co-
ming back empty-handed is not 
a rare feature at the ADSU. The 
dealer of Mahebourg has been 

prosecuted in the past but not as 
a drug dealer.

“Drug traffi ckers invest 
huge capital and are expert at 
concealing their stock in what 
they call a ‘Tek Wan’. Without pre-
cise information on that Tek Wan, 
it is impossible to uncover it,” 
explain members of the ADSU 
who point out that some Tek Wans 
have nevertheless been uncovered 
in the past.

The perception of the public, 
however, is that it is not a ques-
tion of Tek Wan. They believe that 
these traffi ckers may have been 
tipped off about police raids by 
corrupt police offi cers. “… We 
also know that when a move was 
prepared against drug couriers, 
they were tipped off in advance: 
the leakage came from the top,” 
wrote Sir Maurice Rault in the 
report of his Commission of 
Enquiry on Drugs as far back as 

1987.
In October last, two police 

offi cers, in l’Escalier and Chemin 
Grenier were arrested and char-
ged with complicity with the drug 
dealer known as ‘the King of the 
South’.

NGO members fi nd it no 
surprise if most of those arrested 
with drugs and charged with traf-
fi cking are petty dealers who have 
bought two doses in the hope of 
selling one for profi t. The Drug 
and Forfeiture Commissionner, 
Radhamohun Nunkoo, who 
inquires into the assets of drug 
traffi ckers and their families, says 
that a high percentage of those 
convicted lately for traffi cking are 
mostly labourers, stone masons or 
squatters.

“But I can tell you that the law 
will be amended and new legis-
lation introduced to redress this 
situation,” he adds.

Drugs
Are we losing the battle…

Drug haul by the ADSU

In 2007, the ADSU secured 5,7 kilos of heroine. In 2008 this fi gure shot up to 11,5 kilos and 
dropped to 9,5 kilos last year.In 2007, 79 617 pills of Subutex were seized, in 2008 38 770 and 
only 2 139 last year.  Again in 2007, the ADSU uprooted 25 429 gandia plants, in 2008, 38 770 
and in 2009 a total of 44 618 plants. In 2007, 2 426 persons were arrested in connection to drug 
offence, in 2008 there were 2 101 such arrests and last year 2 099.

Drug 
traffi ckers 
invest huge 

capital 
and are 

expert at 
concealing 
their stock.Subutex bullets seized at Plaisiance Airport.
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Imran Dhunoo in favour 
of harsher penalties 
for drug-traffickers.

When it comes to the drug situation in Mauritius, 
there is bad news and worse news. The bad news is 
that according to the Rapid Situation Assessment 
on Drug Abuse conducted in 2004, there were 17,000 
to 18,000 injecting drug users in the country at that 
time. This research was conducted by the Ministry 
of Social Security with the technical assistance of 
the United Nations. The worse news is that, accor-
ding to Imran Dhunoo, a social worker and Director 
of the Dr Idrice Goomany Treatment Centre, that 
fi gure may have reached 20 000 today. Worse, there 
is, according to him, a feminization of drug abuse. 
More worrying perhaps is the increasing incidence 
of such a phenomenon among young people. 

If you are alarmed by the seizure of 51,000 tablets 
of Subutex on Cindy Legallant, according to Ima-
ran, that would cover barely a week’s consumption 
by the addicts. Add to that brown sugar and other 
illicit drugs and you understand the conclusions of 
the United Nations. 

The bulk of heroin addicts 
are out of treatment.

Of the 20, 000 estimated addicts, a mere 400 to 
500 addicts a year will, according to Imran,  embark 
on the eight week medical outpatient detoxifi cation 
cum rehab programme offered by the Idrice Goo-
many Centre. Some other 260 heroin addicts will 
embark on the methadone substitution therapy. A 
further 1000 heroin addicts will follow the codeine 
based detoxifi cation programme dispensed by other 
treatment centres. This means that the bulk of he-
roin addicts are out of treatment.

Imran does not hide the fact that rehabilitation 
is a lengthy process made more complicated by the 
state of joblessness of the majority of the recovering 
addicts. 

 What is the way out? Imran does not hesitate: 
‘Prevention is one of the key approaches to addres-
sing the drug problem. It should start as early as 
possible and should be an ongoing process; all seg-
ments of civil society should receive the same mes-
sage to reinforce the action initiated.’

 However, a crucial element in the fi ght against 
drug abuse is curtailing drug traffi cking. ‘The drug 
phenomenon,’ Imran says, ’is a chain and one im-
portant part of this chain is traffi cking. A drug traf-
fi cker is a serial killer who kills human beings and 
who has no respect for life.’

Surely, you are not advocating the death penalty?   
‘I have witnessed so much suffering and hardship 

among the population of addicts and their families 
that I fi rmly believe that drug traffi ckers, not consu-
mers or seasoned drug peddlers, should be meted 
out a strong punishment as the untold harm they 
cause to humanity, society and families is immense. 

The incidence of crime in Singapore and Islamic 
countries is low and the reasons are mixed. There is 
a great deal of respect for the institutions in these 
states but the harsh consequences that are attached 
to crime there must have something to do with  it 
as well.’

The fact about the death penalty remains that in 
the U.S., the death penalty has made no difference 
to the rate of heinous crime or drug traffi cking. So-
mething our outrage at the proliferation of drug 
traffi cking and the fear for our children should not 
make us forget.  

Touria PRAYAG

The Drug Assets Forfeiture Commissioner 
is a post created under the Dangerous Drugs 
Act of 1986, says the present commissioner 
Radhamohun Nunkoo.
In fact, this offi ce was recommended to dis-
suade drug traffi cking through the forfeiture 
of all the assets of those found guilty of this 
offence.
But there was no forfeiture for 13 years, 
from 1986 to 2000 and this fact was severely 
criticized by the MMM under the leadership 
of Paul Bérenger.
This prompted government to appoint Ajay 
Dabee as drug commissioner in 2000. He 
stayed in offi ce till 2005 and recommended 6 
forfeitures.

“The law did not allow Mr. Dabee to work 
to the best of his ability. He could start his 
job, under the recommendation of the DPP, 
only after the suspect had been convicted 
as a traffi cker. Between the time of arrest 
and sentencing, you have a lapse of around 
4 years during which the traffi cker has 
ample time to dispose of his assets. The law 
has been changed and as soon as a suspect 
is charged with traffi cking, all his assets 
are frozen. This allows us to do a better 
job,”explains Radhamohun Nunkoo.
In offi ce since 2005, Radhamohun Nunkoo 
has worked on around 600 cases and has 
recommended around 25 cases of forfeiture 
to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

Lindsay Aza, who works for 
the rehabilitation of addicts and 
the reinsertion of ex-prisoners at 
the NGO ELAN, says that the 
network for drug traffi cking is 
very sophisticated in the country 
and inside prisons. An ex-prison 
inmate himself, Lindsay also says 
that some drug bosses may be 
under the protection of some po-
licemen and possibly even a few 
politicians.

Mike Sandapa, another drug 
rehabilitator working for the Terre 
Rouge Rehab Center says almost 
the same thing. In fact, almost all 
those working for the rehab of 
drug addicts throughout the is-
land accuse politicians and the 
police over the present situation.

The Mauritius Police force 
may not be highly corrupt. But it 
has more black sheep than what 
one might believe. Some have 
been arrested in their cannabis 
plantations in the past.

Black sheep in the police 
family, a shift from heroine to 
Subutex, expertise developed 
by big dealers in importing and 
concealing drugs, changing pat-
terns of drug dealing (selling is 
mostly done by mobile phone), 
lack of state of the art equipment 
and legislation on phone intercep-
tion -these are some of the factors 
that have made things more diffi -
cult for the ADSU in their never- 
ending battle against drugs.

Despite two major hauls, the 
supply of Subutex has soared to 

such an extent that the price of 
this drug has fallen from Rs 3 000 
a pill to Rs 1 200. Drug addicts 
buy one eighth of this pill at Rs 
300 for their  daily intravenous 
injection.

Nevertheless, high ranking 
offi cers of the ADSU, who wish 
to remain anonymous, told 
l’Express Weekly that they are 
not losing the battle. “Having 
only around 12 000 drug addicts 
in a population of 1,2 million is 
proof that we are succeeding in 
our task,” says a detective inspec-
tor who nevertheless reckons that 
his task is now more diffi cult with 
Subutex coming not only from 
France, but also from China and 
India, two countries who are pro-
ducing a generic version of this 
pill.In fact, members of the AD-

SU say that they know the situa-
tion better than anyone else and 
that according to their estimates, 
there are no more than 12, 000 
drug addicts in the country.

Whatever be the number of 
drug consumers in the island, 
recent events (the Caterino and 
Cindy Legallant affairs) and the 
murder of Denis Fine have sent 
a particular signal to the public 
says ex-police commissioner, Raj 
Dayal.

“These affairs mean that 
drug dealers think that they can 
operate with utter impunity. The 
present situation is similar to the 
one which was prevailing in the 
country before I assumed the 
post of commissioner.At that time 
drug traffi ckers were bold enough 
to steal drugs from the coffers of 
the Supreme Court and the AD-
SU’s vault,”, says Raj Dayal, who 
is asking for the reintroduction of 
the death penalty for drug traffi c-
king.

Some of the think tanks at the 
police headquarters are conscious 
of the dangerous situation. They 
are preparing new strategies for 
the never-ending battle against 
drug traffi cking. But they say that 
nothing will be achieved without 
a strong political will. And they 
think that this will may result from 
a Labour-MMM alliance.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

The profi lers
There is no doubt that the ADSU have good profi lers working  
at the airport but their job is not simple. They watch arriving 
passengers, very often on a CCTV screen to determine if the 
are carrying drugs. “It is the demeanour of the  drug courier 
that betrays him. When we see a type of particular demeanour, 
we suspect that the person may be carrying illicit things in his 
luggage,” says an ADSU offi cer.
He does not want to reveal the secrets this anti-drug brigade 
has developed over the years; secrets which have allowed the ar-
rest of many drug mules at Plaisance airport. “But not all those 
searched after profi ling carry drugs. Some carry arms, others 
cigarettes etc.,” says the offi cer.
But the best is yet to come. The ADSU will soon introduce sophis-
ticated equipment for drug detecting at Plaisance and elsewhere.

Drug Commissioner explains his job



While this 
ceremony is fun 
for the adults, it 
is not so much 
fun for the new 
born. His head 

has to be 
shaved on the 

day and he 
will also be 

circumcised. 
Circumcision is 
not compulsory 
on the seventh 
day but it is a 

tradition among 
the Sunna 

which 
is followed 

systematically, 
unless there are 
medical reasons 

against it.
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The Muslim community
Celebrating preg 
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The Akika 
is the day 
the whole 

family looks 
forward to, 
but also the 

orphans 
and the 

widows in 
the area.

Hacinha and 
Shakeel Mohamed 

getting ready 
for the Akika 

ceremony

l’express

O
ur journey 
through the 
communities 
took us into 
the heart of 
the Muslim 
communi ty. 
We became in-

terested in the Akika, a cere-
mony which takes place when 
a child is born. In this respect, 
we caught Shakeel Mohamed 
at the right time: his wife is 
expecting and is due at any 
moment. 

Hacinna, Shakeel’s wife, 
is from Algeria.  The couple 
was happy to tell us that they 
are expecting a son, their fi rst 
and the family heir. The pre-
parations are in full swing. The 
Hakika ceremony will be held 
on the seventh day after the 
child’s birth.

During the pregnancy, 
Hacinna has been reading the 
Koran to her baby. This tra-
dition will make him familiar 
with the sound of prayer and 
will predispose him to be a 
good believer in Islam. Shakeel 
also has his part to play to 
make sure the holy verses hold 
no mystery for the new born 
child.

The beginning of March 
is anticipated by the whole 
family, especially the young 
couple. The rites to be obser-
ved will be those prescribed by 
the Hadith and the Sunna, the 
religious practices prescribed 
by the prophet.

The moment Shakeel is 
anticipating the most is pe-
rhaps the time he is called 
to his wife’s bedside as soon 
as the baby is born. The fi rst 
act he will have to perform is 
reading the Azan to the baby 
in his right ear and the Hika-
mat, another verse, in the left. 
This should continue to make 
the baby familiar with the 
sounds he has been hearing 
throughout the pregnancy.

Both mother and baby 
will rest for seven days. On 
the seventh day, the Akika will 
take place. This is the day the 
whole family looks forward to, 
but also the orphans and the 
widows in the area. For on 
this occasion, the Mohameds 
will slaughter two goats. They 

would have got away with one 
if the new born were a girl. 
This is a way of thanking God 
for the precious gift but also a 
way of warding off the evil eye. 

The meat will be distribu-
ted to the poor in the region. 
On the same day, a big prayer 
will be held to which all the 
family members and relatives 
will be invited.  The prayers 
are also a way of warding off 
the evil eye and will be fol-

lowed by a big party open to 
family, relatives and friends 
as well as the orphans and 
widows of the region. These 
will have been identifi ed by 
the Imam and invited through 
the mosque. Their number 
will depend on the family’s 
means. As an indication, the 
Mohameds will hold a party 
for about 500 people of whom 
over 150 will be the needy 
people of the neighbourhood. 

Shakeel concedes that these 
will all be Muslims, not be-
cause of any discrimination, 
but because they have to par-
ticipate in the prayers for the 
new born. These guests will be 
served by the family members 
themselves. Charity, as Shakeel 
reminds us, is one of the pre-
cepts of Islam and when you 
receive someone at your home, 
you have to make them feel 
welcome. Algerian born Ha-
cinna will not contradict him.

The traditional mouth-wa-
tering briani is the traditional 
meal served for the Akika and, 
due to the fact that there will 
be people of different faiths, 
three versions will be offe-
red: beef, chicken and vege-
tarian. Haceena promises the 
oriental touch through the 
Mediterranean petits fours 
and the ubiquitous henna, 
considered a good luck charm 
in Arab countries. 

While this ceremony is 
fun for the adults, it is not so 
much fun for the new born. 
His head has to be shaved on 
the day and he will also be cir-
cumcised. Circumcision is not 
compulsory on the seventh 
day but it is a tradition among 
the Sunna which is followed 
systematically, unless there are 
medical reasons against it.

Does the Akika have to 
take place on the seventh day 
after the birth? Ideally, yes, 
but Islam, Shakeel tells us, 
is a fl exible religion. There 
is no obligation to do things 
you cannot afford to do. In-
deed, if in Shakeel’s social 
class it is easy to follow the 
Sunna, it is not so in less pri-
vileged classes where parents 
hold the Akika ceremony 
when they can afford to. 
Rehana, a housekeeper, 
confi rms that her daughter is 
eight and she has not sacrifi ced 
a goat for her yet. She does not 
seem to be in any hurry either. 
Pragmatic, she acknowledges 
that bon Dieu koné ki mo pa 
ena kas. Sa mem li don nou le 
temps.’ (God knows we don’t 
have any money. This is why 
he gives us time). 

Touria Prayag
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nancy and birth

Hacinna Mohamed: from Algiers 
to Terre Rouge
How does an Algerian end up in the heart of Terre Rouge? Hacinna 
modesty admits that it was not a big jump for her. Born in Paris, of 
Algerian parents, her fi rst contact with Mauritius was in December 
2006 when she came on holiday to pay a visit to her sister, Leila, 
who is married to Sanjeev Ghurburrun. A friend of her sister’s, 
who visited regularly, was none other than Shakeel. Two years later, 
Hacinna, having fi nished her Masters 2 in Finance, came back to 
Mauritius, this time for an internship in DCDM. Somewhere down 
the line, she found herself engaged to Shakeel and, in April 2009, 
married She has had no diffi culty integrating in the community. 
She owes that, she says, to her in-laws. Ah yes, and to her husband.
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To kill or not to kill is the topic of the debate which sparked off after the Prime 
Minister’s announcement of the reintroduction of the death penalty. Our guests 
give their views on the question and the motivations behind these.

The Death Penalty
Is it the answer?

When Ramgoolam 
and Bérenger 

defend the 
indefensible

“Retaliation is related to 
nature and instinct, not to 
law.  Law by defi nition cannot 
obey the same rules as nature.” 
(Camus)

Gradually during the 
course of human evolution, 
a consensus forms amongst 
nations and peoples that cer-
tain practices can no longer be 
tolerated.  Ritual human sacri-
fi ce has become unacceptable, 
torturing  criminals irrespec-
tive of what they have done is 
deemed an insult to human di-
gnity, allowing adults to abuse 
children under the pretext that 
they fathered them is strongly 
condemned…Of course this 
new paradigm shift is not un-
derstood and accepted by one 
and all. But it is generally be-
lieved that politicians as sup-
posedly enlightened human 
beings should show the way.

The post second world era, 
despite multifarious contra-
dictions, has witnessed the 
creation of human rights ins-
truments which are gradually 
allowing human beings not to 
wallow in the mud of the past.  
The ICCPR (International 
Covenant on civil and political 
rights) is one of them.

Death penalty is therefore 
on the verge of extinction – 2/3 
of all states having abolished it 
in fact or in practice – at the 
dawn of this 21st century.  
That’s why Navin Ramgoo-
lam’s government signed a 
moratorium on death penalty 
together with 105 states in 
2008. 

The Republic of Mauritius 
could have voted against this 
resolution, could have abstai-
ned but the Prime Minister 
who once told a human rights 
organization that he was to-
tally against the death penalty 
was true to his principle. Or 
so thought the progressive 
elements of the Republic of 
Mauritius.  They even naively 
believed that he would go fur-
ther and sign the 2nd Optional 
Protocol on civil and political 
rights relative to the death 
penalty and thus join those 6 
countries on the African conti-
nent having done so (amongst 
which South Africa who God 
knows has a history of vio-
lence and insecurity incompa-
rable to Mauritius). But Navin 
Ramgoolam chose, on the eve 
of elections, to announce with 
utmost cynicism the reintro-
duction of the death penalty.

I could suggest to Navin 
Ramgoolam many options 
if he chooses to howl with 

the wolves and listen to what 
conservatives have to say.   He 
could introduce caning like 
in Singapore and make our 
citizens behave in a more ci-
vil way; or address the issues 
of alcoholism by making the 
State murder those reckless 
young men who get drunk and 
then kill innocent people on 
the street; he could stop adul-
tery by lapidating guilty men 
and women; he could give a 
blow to the industry of theft 
(blue collar & white collar!) 
by chopping hands off.  He 
might, who knows, win even 
more votes…

Yes, our two main politi-
cal leaders Ramgoolam and 
Bérenger are, on the eve of 
elections, elevating cynicism 
to an unparalleled level in this 
country.  Bérenger made me 
shudder when he matter-of-
factly related the death penalty 
to religion in a statement.  Of 
course, he understands reli-
gious Mauritians asking for 

the reintroduction of this bar-
barous form of punishment.  
He may as well in his new wis-
dom develop politico-theo-
cratic theory and tell us that 
female genital mutilation is a 
cultural specifi city, that vio-
lence against women is accep-
table.  No, Mr. Bérenger, the 
death penalty is not a religious 
issue but a critical human 
rights issue.  If someone like 
the leader of the Opposition is 
ready to forsake principles and 
not hesitate to get involved in 
cheap politics, we are not out 
of the woods yet.

I perfectly understand that 
politicians have to be elected 
or reelected and must some-
times have the suppleness of a 
ballerina.  I even do honestly 
think that neither Bérenger 
nor Ramgoolam really believe 
in the death penalty.  But get-
ting involved in petty politics 
on a matter of life and death 
doesn’t make them deserve 
my respect!

Torturing  
criminals 
irrespec-

tive of what 
they have 
done is 

deemed an 
insult to hu-
man dignity

by Lindley COURONNE

Human Rights Activist 
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To those who 
speak for the 

murderers but say 
not a word for the 
victims of these, 
here are some 
cases for you: 

ANA, 80, was watching TV 
together with her husband Louis 
when the criminal got in through 
the window.  He tied Louis, ra-
ped and sodomised Ana, not in 
the least heeding her frequent 
supplications.

MELANIE, 15, was with her 
boyfriend Dari, 17, in a bungalow 
after when three criminals raped  
Melanie and beat Dari up. After 
the nightmare physical and sexual 
assaults Melanie also contracted 

AIDS
HEMA, 65, was waiting at 

bus stop at about 11h after a 
tough journey she started in a su-
gar cane fi eld at about 5 a.m. A 
couple passes by and offered her 
a lift. In fact the man and woman 
were criminals looking for easy 
targets. The man raped Hema 
with the help of the young lady 
and fi nally took her purse which 
contained Rs 25. 

 There is no end to horror 
stories like these. Since I became 
the founder of Victim Support, 
violent crime victims have repor-
ted many cases to us.  I listened to 
the victim’s families as they told of 
their pain. No family should have 
to go through such a wrenching 
experience. 

While no law can bring back 
dead people, our laws can and 
must take every responsible step 
to prevent other families from 
suffering the heartache suffered 
by victims’ and families. We are 
partly sponsoring the death pe-
nalty laws because of our fi rm 
conviction that it would act as a 
signifi cant deterrent and provide 
a true measure of justice to mur-
der victims and their loved ones. 

The attention given to the 
execution of a few murderers is 
repugnant, especially when the 
loudest voices think the death of 

a convicted murderer is a tragedy. 
Yet the deaths and suffering of 
countless victims is only an easi-
ly-ignored statistic.

The death penalty is a 
warning, just like a lighthouse 
throwing its beams out to sea. 
We hear about shipwrecks, but 
we do not hear about the ships 
the lighthouse guides safely 
on their way. We do not have 
proof of the number of ships 
it saves, but we do not tear the 
lighthouse down. 

By restoring the death penalty 
we will save lives. It will continue 
to deter murder, will continue to 
enhance public safety and will 
be enforced fairly and justly. If 
we fail to execute murderers, we 
would in fact create other murde-
rers. Mauritians will live in safer 
communities when we will fi nally 
create a climate that protects our 
citizens and causes criminals to 
fear arrest, prosecution and pu-
nishment. 

We believe that this will oc-
cur in part when the strong si-
gnal that the death penalty sent 
to violent criminals and murde-
rers: we won’t excuse criminals, 
we will punish them. The death 
penalty will be defi nitely a good 
deterrent. Raj Moothoosamy 
Chairperson Victim Support 
Mauritius.

[ S T R A I G H T T A L K

The death penalty or capital 
punishment is back under scrutiny 
in Mauritius and is causing much 
debate at the moment. One must 
note that this form of punishment 
was suspended in 1995 under the 
‘Abolition of Death Penalty Act’. 

This public debate must be put into context, with two 
sides: the conservatives and the abolitionists. The debate 
concerns the balance to be reached in the fi ght against 
criminality, namely murderers and drug traffi ckers which 
I call ‘mass murderers’. On the one hand, we hear talk of 
human rights and on the other are those fi ghting to reduce 
criminality, who favour the ‘eye for an eye and tooth for a 
tooth’ philosophy. 

While there is a tendency among western democracies 
to abolish the death penalty, other  liberal democracies  
such as the United States are in favour of the use of this 
form of punishment. This trend is taking hold in many 
countries and is having very dissuasive and probing results 
on criminality levels which have fallen as a result of these 
measures. In Mauritius, we see that general crime rates 
have signifi cantly decreased from 5.4% in 2007 to 4.9% 
in 2009 while on the other hand, crimes warranting capi-
tal punishment such as rape, drug traffi cking and murder 
are on the rise and the situation on a national level has 
become quite worrying. It is for this reason that during the 
National Policing Strategic Framework, the prime minister 
expressed concern over law and order and made known 
his plans to re-implement the death penalty in the interest 
of public security.

In these circumstances, taking no action is not an op-
tion. One must act in a manner which gives out strong and 
defi nite signals to murderers/criminals so as to make them 
think of the consequences before committing a heinous 
crime. Evidently, on the judicial front, the possibility of 
human and judiciary error must be considered, keeping in 
mind that no one is infallible. Likewise, the laws regulating 
the passing of a death sentence must be reconsidered in 
order to ensure that no accused person be a victim of judi-
cial error. The prime minister has mentioned providing the 
police force with the means and techniques for forensic 
and scientifi c investigation as well as DNA testing. Sug-
gestions have been made that criminal confessions should 
be video recorded  with the possibility of automatically 
providing legal aid to ensure that all confessions are made 
voluntarily and under no constraint or force so that any 
testimony recorded may be considered trustworthy and 
acceptable in court. 

The fi nal responsibility could also be given to the Su-
preme Court judge before sentencing a criminal found 
guilty to this ultimate and radical penalty. It would also 
be advisable to proceed to a separate hearing enabling the 
defense to provide reasons why the death penalty should 
not be applied in the cases of crimes perpetrated by pre-
gnant women, mentally handicapped persons, very young 
or very old people and mothers of young children.

The law is a constantly changing thing. In Singapore, 
Malaysia, the United States, China, Japan and in countries 
ruled by Islamic law, the use of the death penalty has subs-
tantially reduced crime rates and given encouraging re-
sults. In a country where the rule of law exists, we must 
consider the countless number of victims made by those 
dealers-in-death who represent a true threat to a society’s 
welfare. Life imprisonment does not seem to be an ade-
quate solution; the time for change has come. After all, 
the inhabitants of this country want peace, security and 
stability. We all want to enjoy living in a safe and peaceful 
island.

Rashad Daureeawo

Barrister

by Rashid IMRITH

President, GGSU

The Prime 
Minister’s 

pronouncement 
has triggered the 

debate, giving 
free vent to 

interpretations. 
We cannot prevent 

minds from 
thinking, weighing 
the pros and cons 

and drawing 
conclusions and 

we respect all 
opinions. 

Electoral demagogy, as opi-
ned by lawyer Rex Stephen? 
A calculated statement to irk 
partner Xavier-Luc Duval? Or 
a genuine willingness to abate 
criminality in the country? We 
have all reasons to believe that 
it is Dr. Navin Ramgoolam’s 

concern for a safer Mauritius 
that has prompted him, after 
cogitation, to come forward with 
the decision to call for the reins-
tatement of capital punishment. 
The tougher the laws, the safer 
the citizens are.

We are all awed by the atro-
cious, hideous and diabolic 
crimes perpetrated time and 
again in the island. The delirious 
doings of drug traffi ckers should 
not be tolerated anymore. We do 
not want to live in fear anymore, 
whence the decision to revamp 
and muscle the police force.

For the abolitionists, capital 
punishment is barbaric; a judi-
cial error can cost the life of an 
innocent person; the right to life 
is sacred. What  perversion has 
not been claimed in the name 
of rights? Why vociferate against 
the death of a guilty person and 
shush when hundreds, nay, thou-
sands of innocent people are 
killed in unwarranted wars?

However dangerous and 
devilish a murderer or rapist is, 
much understanding and com-
passion are shown for him by 
‘merciful philosophers’ who will 
defend him with much resolu-
teness. Ironically, the former do 
not have the same consideration 
for the victim and his cherished 
ones. Let the dead bury the 
dead! How will one react if one’s 
daughter or wife is raped and 
killed? If one’s son or husband is 
butchered? Should one spare the 
culprit in the name of civilization 

or godliness?
Murderers, arsonists, rapists 

and terrorists are sick minds 
and as such they are a threat 
to society. If they are dealt with 
exemplarily, others will probably 
think a hundred times when in 
instinctual need; this may help 
to tame or even stifl e the beast in 
them. Capital punishment has a 
unique potent deterrent effect 
on potentially violent offenders. 
In Saudi Arabia, where capital 
punishment remains in force, the 
rate of crime is very low. When, 
for example, owners leave their 
shops for prayers, not a single 
soul will dare steal a pin! Yet, de-
capitation is not the daily bread 
there! To get rid of the satanic 
criminal, we should not obliga-
torily hang, behead or electrocute 
him. We may have recourse to a 
lethal injection.

A judicial error is not impos-
sible. But how many such er-
rors have occurred? We should 
however trust our courts of jus-
tice. Capital punishment should 
be applied in crystal clear cases, 
where the facts are indubitable. 
No one should be killed in the 
name of justice if there is a fi ber 
of doubt.

Will commutation to life im-
prisonment cure a serial killer or 
a serial rapist? If yes, when re-
formed and educated, can he be 
set free, and be given a second 
chance? Will the fervent abolitio-
nist have peace of mind if he has 
him as next-door neighbour?

REZA ISSACK

Journalist
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A 
Form III En-
glish student 
by the name 
of Johnnie who 
was asked what 
was meant by a 
“free press “re-
putedly replied, 

unfazed : “It is when my 
mum presses my blue jeans 
at home !”

 I laughed the fi rst time I 
saw this reply, but when you 
mull it over, it is not all that 
surprising a reply since a “free 
press” in all democracies is so 
much taken for granted that 
nobody notices it very much. 
Until and unless it starts di-
sappearing, that is. Like in 
Venezuela. Come to think of 
it, most of the planet does not 
even reckon the advantages of 
a “free press” since they have 
never had one! Just ask your 
Facebook Iranian or Chinese 
pal next time you go, in a tag 
team, shooting a few avatars 
from Planet Orion, gaming on 
the internet. 

We do have a free press in 
Mauritius. For which we are 
thankful,  for in a democracy 
, you might describe the press 
as a very necessary evil, since 
they do not always get it right 
, of course…. but prevent  far 
worse happening . Those who 
fought to keep it that way de-
serve our respect, for it is a 
shining little stone-in-the-shoe 
that has been keeping many 
power-wallahs from running 
away with it, too fast! Think of 
the Public Order Act of 1970 
and its press censorship. Re-
member the journalists sitting in 
front of parliament in 1984(??), 
when government tried to gag 
them with a deadly tax on news-
print. More recent trends are 
somewhat worrying again, as 
two other “powers” would very 
much like to cut it down to size: 
the present government which 
illicitly and undemocratically 
uses government advertising 
to punish newspapers whose 
content it does not approve of 
and at least one powerful pri-
vate sector group which no 
doubt feels it has a right to give 
a point of view which fi ts its (at 
least) business-driven image of 
the world. Which surely it has 
, as long as every body  knows 
about it and does not get mug-
ged by any lack of transparency 
as to its true purpose.

Government’s stand is, by 
far, the more worrying basically 
because there is a very impor-
tant principle at stake here.  In-
deed, it is for the second time in 
Mauritius, that a party in power 
thinks( Gaetan Duval was 

fi rst!) it has the right to (mis)
use the public money  it is en-
trusted with to settle score( or 
bring back into “line”?) news-
papers that do not take kindly 
to looking like(!) and playing 
poodle. Why is this important? 
Because a country’s interests 
can not be matched with those 
of a political party. Further, if 
we extrapolate the reasoning, 
the same people may next feel 
it is all right to retain a widow’s 
pension because she was too 
critical on a Tv show; refuse 
to tar a road(ouch!) because 
it services the NGO linked to 
someone who is a loud mouth; 
cancel the subsidy of a consu-
mer association because an 
initiative it took, albeit as a 
defender of consumers, was 
frowned upon; ask anybody to 
leave his job in public or para-
public service because he has 
not satisfi ed the party offi cial’s 
wife of her right to fi rst service 
and grant favors  in the form of 
a piece of state leasehold land 
only to party stalwarts.

Sounds familiar?
Whatever next then? Maybe, 

for all I know, only paying hol-
ders of party membership cards 
may get access to a subsidized 

water service? Which might be 
just as well as everybody might 
have to wet his tongue more 
frequently in view of all the 
boot licking his citizenship will 
henceforth entail? Maybe, also, 
nationals will, on Independence 
Day, need to hold a steam iron in 
the right hand as a sign of their 
willingness to iron out all those 
cranky “free thinkers” out there 
who might believe that the party 
does not always and necessarily 
know best? By then, of course, 
we would have all had the full 
benefi t of a “free press” of so-
mething else besides Johnnie’s 
jeans!

See what I am
getting at?

Of course I am exagge-
rating! Whoever heard of a 
democratically elected go-
vernment eventually spawning 
an autocratic regime ? Not 
today’s Germans !Who in his 
right mind thinks that a state 
controlled press would blot out 
news  of Jayen Chellum, Mrs. 
Raj Ringadoo or the aptly na-
med Midas and co ? MaBC ?

 PAF
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A Free Press
Readers’
reactions

About  hunger strikes
For the record, those intruders who broke into the 
NHDC houses in 2005 on the eve of the general election 
did so at the instigation of a political party who is part of 
the Alliance Sociale in power. The move was designed to 
embarrass the outgoing government. The demagoguery 
and radical-populism of the leader of that party have no 
limits. I agree that a hunger strike should only be used as 
a last resort by the powerless victims of State tyranny, as 
Jayen Chellum did so. It should not be an instrument to 
blackmail the government into accepting unreasonable 
demands. But who can say that the planters of Riche 
Terre are making unreasonable demands? Having 
been kicked out of their plantation estates after years 
of activity, they have a right to fair compensation. If the 
government has bailed out private corporations (Infi nity 
BPO, Denim Enterprise, etc.) and public companies 
(Air Mauritius, STC) that were on the brink on fi nancial 
collapse due to mismanagement, can’t it have the 
same consideration for some poor planters? The State 
should not be supporting crony capitalism with public 
money. The small planters should not suffer the same 
treatment that was meted out to indigenous people in 
other countries (native Indians in North America, local 
population in the Amazon forests), where they have been 
driven off their land by conquerors and corporations in 
the name of civilization and economic development.
Democrat 

About the death penalty
What does it say about us Mauritians when our Prime 
Minister believes that reintroducing the death penalty 
will secure extra votes? 1. We are a fearful, uncritical and 
intolerant society 2. We would rather buy quick-fi xes 
rather than deal with root causes, even if they are not 
proven to work. 3. We display a veneer of modernisation, 
but tap the surface and the caveman in us springs forth 
4. We lack the ability to think objectively, critically and 
rationally Can we, the population not educate our 
government rather than following them like lost sheep?
Lisa Lim Ah Ken 

●

The PM of Mauritius is right regarding the introduction 
of death penalty in cases of serious and heinous crimes 
like drug traffi cking, rape and pedophilia. It will be in the 
best interest of the Mauritian people that The Parliament 
in Mauritius endorses such a Bill or any other legislation 
which will aim to restore justice. It will act as a deterrent 
and culprits will think twice before committing their vicious 
acts. There will be risks of miscarriages of justice but with 
good Practice Directions and good Criminal Procedures 
Rules based on the English Model, the due system can be 
assured and risks could be minimised. Mauritius needs to 
have a balanced crime control model with due process to 
be able to sort out its law and order which is in shamble…. 
It is not for the Lord Chief justice to decide upon the 
introduction of the death penalty but it is a matter to be 
decided in the Mauritian House of Parliament.. An Act 
of Parliament is sovereign and the judiciary has to apply 
the law unless it is anti-constitutional or it infringes some 
international treaties...
Ben

●

Disagree with you Nicholas. I think it’s not about the 
election. That the problem with many Mauritians these 
days, mentality is still the same. Always think about 
themselves or their political party. As it stands now, Navin is 
going to win the general election, no matter what. Secondly 
it is a good practice to show your political agenda before the 
election, instead of criticising your opponents on the basis 
of religion, community or cast, as it has been the case over 
decades in Mauritius. So please put the country fi rst..
Zak

 In a democracy , you might describe the press as a very 
necessary evil.
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I
nternational Women’s 
Day on 8th March is 
an opportune time 
to spare a thought 
for the hundreds of 
thousands of women 
in Mauritius who 
are active in the eco-

nomy and at home but are 
much less visible in the me-
dia than their ‘sisters’ further 
up the social and economic 
ladder.

They represent a sizeable 
proportion of the labour force. 
They work in supermarkets, ca-
tering, the hospitality industry, 
the Export Processing Zone, 
and also in the relatively more 
glamorous ‘offi ce’ jobs in call 
centres, etc.

They are also the women 
who have to resort to prostitu-
tion to survive. Women who are 
caught in the vicious circle of 
drugs and alcohol abuse; who 
are HIV-positive or suffer from 
AIDS. How many are they? Do 
we know? Does the govern-
ment know?

They are women who are-
sexually abused. Women who 
are raped. Women who have no 
choice but to have back-street 
abortions, putting their lives at 
risk. Women who are the vic-
tims of domestic violence. 

They do not go to private 
clinics when they are ill and ur-
gently need medical care. They 
go to their poorly resourced, 
local dispensaires and to hos-
pitals where they have to wait 
for their turn while they may 
be in agonising pain. If they 
cannot obtain any prescribed 
medication from the hospital 
pharmacy, they cannot afford 
to buy them either.

They do unpaid work at 
home. They are not empowe-
red to do anything but are more 
often humiliated to do eve-
rything. They have no autono-

my; they cannot be free and 
independent individuals. 
They cannot have dreams. 
They are condemned to a 
life of misery. Until death 
beckons. 

They are despised 
by their middle class 
‘peers’ who lead comfor-
table lives. ‘Sisterhood is 
powerful’, some women 
used to say. Unfortuna-
tely, not for the silent in-
visible women.

They are the né-
nènes, the domestic 
workers in so many 
Mauritian households, 
faithful servants and 
unsung heroines whom 
many a child in well-off 
families has vivid and 
fond memories of long 
after she/he has grown 
up.

They are also the wor-
kers in the textiles industry. 

The Sri Lankan female wor-
kers who were deported manu 
militari for allegedly daring to 
ask for overtime wages in a 
70-hour working week.

 Either poorly educated 
or denied an education, they 
cannot articulate their grie-
vances, whether it is simply 
a question of winning some 
dignity or seeking redress 

to injustices perpetra-
ted against them. They 

have no voice, no say 

in anything, they remain silent 
and invisible.

With the notable exception 
of the Muvman Liberasyon 
Fam (MLF) and to some ex-
tent SOS-Femmes, there isn’t 
anybody, any organisation that 
will stand up for them and fi ght 
their cause. They cannot pin 
their hopes on those middle-
class and opportunistic women 
who suddenly tend to be ‘hy-
peractive’ in any election year, 
seemingly determined to fi ll the 
yawning gap in female political 
representation. 

And in all the nauseating 
tamassa of the past few weeks 
around the question of political 
alliances, not a word has been 
uttered about the precarious 
situation and vulnerability of 
the large numbers of invisible 
women who do so much in si-
lence. 

It is high time that they are 
put on the policy agenda of the 
next government.  And for vo-
luntary organisations, NGOs, 
trade unions and women’s 
groups to try and do more for 
these vulnerable members of 
our society.

Noor Adam Essack

Silent invisible 
women

 They 
cannot pin 
their hopes 

on those 
middle-

class 
and oppor-

tunistic 
women who 

suddenly 
tend to 

be ‘hype-
ractive’ in 

any election 
year

Chagos Settlement 
and Sovereignty
The Judicial Narrative

In its Consultation Document on the Marine Pro-
tection Area in Chagos waters, the Foreign and Com-
monwealth Offi ce recognises that the outcome of the case 
at the ECHR in Strasburg (Chagos Islanders v UK) may 
impact on the conclusion of the consultation process. How 
did it all reach the European Court? The history of claims 
and rulings, twists and turns, toings and froings depicts 
very clearly the political determination and commitment 
of a people in its legitimate fi ght for human rights.

Wrongful expulsion
It all started in 1965 when the UK created a new 

colony, the British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) by 
detaching the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius. The 
local population (Chagossians) did not lose their UK ci-
tizenship when Mauritius became independent in1968. 
It was thus as a UK citizen that Michael Vencatessen will 
test the High Court in 1975. He issued a writ claiming 
damages for deprivation of liberty as he was wrongly ex-
pelled from his homeland.  The UK government reacted 
by settling through negotiations which concluded in 1979 
with a fi rst offer of compensation: £1.25m in exchange for 
the Chagossians to renounce their right to return to their 
homeland. Mr Bernard Sheridan was sent to Mauritius 
with a “Deed of Acceptance & Power of Attorney”. There 
was political mobilisation culminating in street demons-
trations and baton charges from the Police Riot Unit at La 
Chausee and Jardin La Compagnie. Nobody would sign 
the document. The offer was increased to £4m in 1982. 
This was fi nally agreed as a “full and fi nal” settlement.

Ultra Vires
Does this mean that the Chagossians would not have 

the right to return to their homeland? Olivier Bancoult 
tested this by way of a Judicial Review in 1998 and reques-
ted the High Court to declare the Immigration Ordinance 
1971 as unlawful. The UK government set up a feasibi-
lity study for possible settlement on the islands of Peros 
Banhos and the Salomon Islands. The court decided that 
section 4 of the  Ordinance was ultra vires. The then Fo-
reign Secretary Robin Cook made a declaration to come 
up with a new Ordinance allowing the Chagossians to 
return to certain islands.

Right of abode
The new Immigration Ordinance 2000 now permits 

entry to the BIOT except Diego Garcia on which would 
still exist entry restrictions because of treaty obligations with 
the USA. In 2002 started an action claiming fi nancial assis-
tance to facilitate the Chagossians’ return to the islands. In 
a decision in 2003, Judge Ouseley struck out the action as 
an abuse of process thus validating the 1982 fi nancial sett-
lement as fi nal. The Court of Appeal refused leave to appeal 
and commented that a possible return is one of “economic 
resources and political will, not of adjudication.”

Reacting to threats of direct actions and sailing to the 
Chagos islands, the UK government came out with ano-
ther new BIOT (Constitution) Order 2004. Now the po-
sition is that there is no more support of any resettlement 
of the islands and there is active legislation to prevent it. 
Section 9 of the new Order was challenged by way of Judi-
cial Review. It went all the way to the House of Lords but 
the ruling stayed: there is no right of abode in the BIOT 
and visitors need a permit to enter.

Is there another twist awaiting us at the European 
Court of Human Rights? Lets’ hope that justice prevails 
and the Chagossian cause vindicated!

Vijay RAM
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There is something 
about the place 
which makes it stand 
out from all the other 

retail outlets selling Indian wear. 
The suffocatingly dark and 
crammed space normally asso-
ciated with these kinds of shops 
has made way for a bright, open 
and enjoyable shopping area. The 
window display is kept minima-
listic to encourage you to walk in. 
The richly colourful displays are 
only a small part of the range of 
items on sale. Big glass panels 
allow potential customers to see 
into the shop. The variety inside 
is dazzling. Next to the traditio-
nal sarees and churidars, there is 
a wide variety of items ranging 
from oriental and western gar-
ments to Italian-cut suits, party 
wear shirts, jewellery, accessories 
and gift items. The idea is that the 
customer these days is extremely 
busy and fi nds the concept of a 
one-stop shop convenient. 

The man behind it all is Jetha 
Tulsidas, the son of Chuharmal 
who came to Mauritius, a land 
of opportunities, in 1946. But, 
with the indelible support of 
the family, the man behind the 
counter took it one step further. 
And he is no ordinary shopkee-
per. Dinesh Tulsidas, represen-
ting the fourth generation of the 
Tulsidas family to do business in 
Mauritius, is a postgraduate from 
the prestigious Imperial Col-
lege in London. And you see his 
vision everywhere. 

‘Naturally we carry the regu-
lar basic items which are available 
everywhere,’ he says. ‘However, 
for the more fashionable items 
(sarees and churidhar), we have 
exclusive suppliers and ma-
nufacturers. We also cater for 

the tourist market in a big way. 
Pareos, pashminas, beach blouses, 
dresses and the fashionable com-
fort pants called “sarouel” which 
are a crazy trend in Europe 
at present.’ 

What makes the difference in 
the Tulsidas shop, however, is their 
service. ‘What keeps us going is the 
personalized service we provide to 
our customers,’ says Dinesh. ‘The 
simple commitment to serving 
our customers has always been 
our hallmark.’ Indeed, selling 
you a saree is not enough there. 
Helping you choose the colour 
that will suit you, the occasion 
you intend to use it for, the step-
by-step guidance as to how to 
drape it and the various ways 
you can wear it- these are some 

of the things that make the shop 
more attractive, particularly to the 
uninitiated. 

‘Many clients come in with 
no idea what they want,’ Dinesh 
explains. ‘All they know is “I 
need an outfi t”. Generally, they 
rely on the expertise of the staff 
to get advice. I always tell the 
staff that by looking at the per-
son, you should be able to elimi-
nate 75 % of the items that they 
should not wear or that would 
not be suitable.’

According to Dinesh, a clo-
thing company’s success is not 
rated by the number of out-
fi ts it sells but rather by the “hit 
rate” of the outfi t on the person 
wearing it. 

As we talk to Dinesh, we 

cannot help but notice the grace 
of Grandfather Jetha. In the 
middle of the stunning colours 
and mingling with his staff, he 
is helping his customers choose, 
his smile unwavering. 

What does Grandfather 
Jetha think of competitors? ‘I see 
no competitors around me. On-
ly opportunities. We have always 
been the fi rst to respond to the 
demands of the market. People 
always remember the fi rst.’ His 
Creole betrays his origins; the 
origins of a man who came 
from far with nothing and three 
generations later, the family has 
every reason to be proud of 
his achievements. 

Touria Prayag 

A clothing 
company’s 
success is 

rated by the 
“hit rate” of 
the outfi t on 
the person 
wearing it. 
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Indian wear: a family tradition

If the photo on the book looks 
familiar, it is because you 
have seen the author before.  
Georges Alagiah, the 
BBC journalist, is a 
household name. 
Whether you are familiar with 
Africa or you know nothing 
about the continent, A Passage 
to Africa is a book you do not 
want to miss. The straight-
forward language makes the 
book accessible to everyone. 
Everyone  is able to take up the 
invitation the author extends 
at the beginning of the book, “I 
want you to do me a favour,” 
he says. “I’d like you to forget 
much of what you think you 

know about Africa.”
The book’s major strength comes 
from the fact that Africa is a 
country that Georges Alagiah 
feels very much at home in, for 
having spent his childhood there 
and later worked as a BBC cor-
respondent in many parts of it. 
The result is a powerful mixture 
of political insight and a personal 
testimony coloured by his per-
sonal experience. He describes 
everyone who has shaped his 
views of Africa, from presidents 
to paupers, rogues and renegades, 
black and white.
Chronicling the rise and fall of 
African presidents, the struggle of 
the man in the street, the chal-

lenges facing the country, the hor-
ror as well as the hopes, A Passage 
to Africa is a must-read for all. 
It captures all the wisdom of 
Africa, from the elders who ‘know 
they are much stronger working 
together than they would be if 
they set off on the lonely path of 
individualism’ to Nelson Mandela 
whose lines will remain memo-
rable, ‘forgiving your enemy does 
not cost a penny from the national 
coffer.’ Aligiah leaves no part of 
Africa unexplored because like 
the baobab tree he describes, he 
has ‘seen it all; the best and the 
worst.’

T.P

A passage to Africa

Jetha Tulsidas, three generations in the trade and still going strong.
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