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by Touria PRAYAG
Editorial ]

The manifestos of the two major alliances are out. At last! 
Not that anyone cared apart from journalists and a few afi cio-
nados. A blissful dosage of clichés (meritocracy, transparency, 
good governance, reforms, new labour laws, fi ghting drugs and 
crime….please tell me more!), some laudable projects we ge-
nuinely hope will see the light of day, like rendering traffi c more 
fl uid and making internet accessible to all and, last but defi nitely 
not least, freebies! 

For the freebies, each alliance tried to up the ante and ups-
tage the other, without so much as caring to clarify how they’ll 
be funded, unless we have wells of petrol that have just been 
discovered. What a far cry from the manifestos of the three main 
contenders in the elections on 6th May in the UK, each one of 
which details their budgetary proposals! 

Take the tax on bank interest, as an example, which, just for 
the record, has always existed and cannot be blamed on Sitha-
nen. What Sithanen and his government did was merely make 
it deductible at source and remitted to the MRA, which made 
cheating impossible. It was not well explained, I grant you that. 
There was a great deal of demagogy around it and a predictable 
outcry, but can someone please tell me what was wrong with it? 
Is it not normal for those who have enough money to save and 
have exceeded the threshold (let’s not forget there is one) to give 
a tiny chunk of the interest back to the country and contribute 
their fair share to the common good? 

As for the argument that this tax discourages savings, I have 
heard few more nonsensical arguments. How can giving away 
15% of the interest discourage anyone? You are still keeping 
85%, aren’t you? If these people decided to suddenly spend 
that money, wouldn’t they be paying 15% VAT on their spen-
ding? And who wants a hoarding society like Japan which has 
plunged its economy into interminable defl ation largely because 
of insuffi cient domestic spending? If tax on interest were the 
disincentive to saving it is claimed to be, why haven’t the huge 
bank deposits disappeared since? Why haven’t those savers rus-
hed to empty the bank? 

The economy of every country forms a complete chain in 
fi ne equipoise. By the end of the day, it is the consumer who 
ultimately drives the economy. And if anything should be taxed, 
it is indeed passive income. 

Talking about passive income, we must be the only county 
in the world which does not tax dividends! I would have voted 
for an alliance which had the courage to slap a 15% on that too. 
Huge owners of fi nancial capital have to learn to share!

Instead, we remove the tax on interest, on residential pro-
perty (suits me fi ne I live in a village, so thank you!) and we are 
now talking of reintroducing universal subsidies on exam fees 
and even reimbursing those who paid! 

Mature voters are interested in projects and how they are 
fi nanced. In our paradise, the freebies are all that counts and the 
well-off are the fi rst to scream every time they are a few pennies 
worse off. So next time we take a bus, visit someone in hospital 
or pick up our child from school, we should not complain about 
the traffi c congestion, the state of our schools or hospitals. The 
extra rupees we have saved on our deposits, our property or the 
exam fees of our children should make us happy. Those little 
pennies will improve the quality of our lives. 

Freebies, more 
freebies….
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the crowd fallacy
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TOMORROW IS May 
Day. Those who are traumatized 
by the violence seen last year in 
several countries like Germany, 
for example, where workers 
protesting had to be chased off 
the streets of Berlin with tear 
gas, water cannons and rub-
ber bullets, relax! There will be 
none of that here. In fact, May 
Day over here is not about the 
workers at all. This year, seeing 
that the elections will be held in 
exactly four days, it is particu-
larly signifi cant politically and 
has little or nothing to do at all 
with the rights of the workers.  If 
you consider that the celebration 
of Labour Day has its origins in 
the eight- hour day movement, 
which advocated eight hours for 
work, eight hours for recreation, 
and eight hours for rest, the only 
recreation many of us get is on 
May Day. As for work and rest, 
we have nothing to complain 
about: we will not work for eight 
hours because we are not foreign 
workers and we will not rest 
for eight hours because it is 
not enough.

So May Day takes on a dif-
ferent dimension. As we speak, 
agents of both alliances are busy 
shopping around for busses and 
caterers. All efforts will be geared 
towards attracting the greatest 
number of supporters, for that 
will be a barometer of the elec-

tion results. It might also be a 
determining factor in obtaining 
those fl oating votes. If you wake 
up early tomorrow morning, you 
will see scores of participants, 
some of them workers, some 
have retired and some have ne-
ver worked in their lives, pouring 
out of their homes in large num-
bers, brandishing the colour of 
the party which has won their 
sympathy in a power game all 
too familiar. The day out, whi-
chever party the participants 
choose to associate themselves 
with, is worth it. Everyone will 
be fed on the traditional Briani. 

The cynical side of me can-
not help but admire our genius as 
a nation: how can the workers and 
non-workers and never- will- be 
workers of our island display any 
violence on May Day, the way 
workers did in some European ca-
pitals? How can someone whose 
stomach has been made round 
with a good helping of Briani, 
whose senses have been num-
bed with beer and local rum and 
whose voice has become hoarse 
through shouting aboard the free 
buses shuttling them around the 
island worry about anything ? 
One is grateful enough for the re-
creation, though one may not ap-
prove of the caterer Mardaye who 
did not supply enough protein in 
the portions of Briani.

On the day, politicians of all 

boards will not resist the tempta-
tion of grabbing the microphone 
to have a go at their foes and le-
vitate on the clamourous cheers 
of an audience whose primal em-
otions have been whipped up to 
a frenzied and febrile paroxysm; 
an audience grateful for the free 
grub, booze and picnic. 

When we sober up the next 
day, things are not as pleasant. 
The unenviable task of estima-
ting crowds in this country falls 
on our journalists and it is no 
more scientifi c here than it is 
anywhere else. So, there will be 
the usual disputes over the size 
of gatherings. Methods of esti-
mating crowds the world over 
have been highly contentious 
and vary from measuring how 
many square metres a person 
occupies to more ingenuous 
methods such as weighing how 
much garbage is left behind af-
ter the gathering. Here, it was 
even suggested once that we 
use cigarette butts to estimate 
the crowd. The new ban on to-
bacco has put an end to taking 
the suggestion any further. 

This year, estimates will run 
even wilder than usual because 
May Day is the last opportunity 
for the two alliances to show ki san 
la ki mari!

Touria PRAYAG
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Liquid Bollywood 
DJ Contest

Xindix Nite Klub, sponsored 
by Liquid, is organising a 
contest for DJs to show their 
talent for mixing Bollywood 
music. The only rule for DJs 
is that they must be able to 
perform in front of a crowd. The 
preliminaries will be held on 2nd May, followed by two semi-fi nals on 
30th May and 4th July respectively and the grand fi nal on 1st August. All 
events will be held at Xindix Nite Klub, Curepipe, with free entrance for 
women and couples. Join in the event to enjoy good Bollywood remixes. 
Interested DJs can register by fi lling out the application form found at 
www.xindixniteklub.com. 

White Sensation Night
Begin your weekend by dancing the 

night away! Join in White Sensation Night 
at Queen’s in Quatre Bornes, on Friday 
30th April at 22.30. DJs Splash, Jean Noel 
Fanny, Diovanni and Big Papa will mix a 
variety of the most popular hits hits from 
the 1980s until 2010. Tickets will be sold 
at the door at Rs 250. Call 2547755 or 

9146648 for more information. 

Exhibition
Catch an exhibition of 

works by Said Hossanee at the 
Allied Motors showroom in Re-
duit until 7th May. The theme of 
this exhibition is ‘sails’, in line with 
the commemoration of the bicen-
tennial of the Battle of Grand Port. 
This artist uses bright colours to depict the sea, sails and shells of Mauri-
tius. His techniques include newspaper collage, string, textured paste and 
acrylic paints. You can see his works on display every day except Sundays 
and public holidays. The exhibition will be open from 9.00 to 18.00. 

Coming Soon: Kites
Kites, the most awaited Bollywood fi lm of the year will be released 

by the end of May 2010, and will hit movie theatres around the world, 
including Mauritius. The movie stars the Bollywood heartthrob Hri-
thik Roshan and Mexican beauty Barbara Mori. The fi lm tells the 
s t o r y tells of Jai, who falls in love with Natasha, a young woman 

who can only speak Spanish. In spite of 
the language barrier, the two embark on 
a love wrought with potential dangers. 

The movie is said to be an excellent 
combination of romance and action. 
This is Barbara Mori’s fi rst Bollywood 
movie and it marks Hrithik Roshan’s 
comeback after a 3-year gap. 

Concert
The Morenita Guitar Trio, along with musicians
Clency Chinnarassen and Nicolas Du-

val will hold a concert on Friday 30th April 
at 20.00 at the Centre Culturel d’Expression 
française ( CCEF) in Curepipe. The concert is 
being held for a good cause. The funds col-
lected will help pay the exam fees of several 
students of St Bartholomew’s College. 
These students will be taking exams 
with the Royal School of Music. 
Tickets are available at Rs 200. 
For more information and to 
book your seats, call Ashley Patten 
on 4951764.  

ILLUSTRATIONS : Stephane BENOIT

Events]The Week at a Glance]

May Day or “ki san la ki mari” 
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The Alliance de l’Avenir and the Alliance du Coeur presented their respective electoral programmes this week.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

By Nad SIVARAMEN

Normally the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) aids developing countries. 
These days, the IMF is negotiating with Eu-
ropean leaders in order to rescue one mem-
ber of the European Union (EU), Greece. 
This is happening amidst fears that the debt 
crisis might spread to Portugal, Spain and 
even Ireland. 

For many Europeans, the joint EU-
IMF rescue package for Greece (a 45 
billion euro recipe heavily spiced with un-
popular spending cuts and tax increases) is 
hard to swallow, especially because Europe’s 
relationship with the IMF has been so far 
about control as opposed to negotiating 
bailouts. By joining the Eurozone, the 16 
nations pledge to keep their annual defi cits 
at 3 %. In broad terms, many did not follow 
the rules, but Greece went way beyond the 
limits with a defi cit of 12 % of its gross do-
mestic product. 

Today, Europe’s embarrassment in 
dealing with Greece is underscoring poli-
tical divisions within Europe. France was 
against an IMF involvement whereas Ger-
many would like to see more defi cit reduc-
tion before writing a cheque. Both Sarkozy 
and Merkel are fully aware that the rescue 
plan could very well shape the future of Eu-
ropean economic policy. 

It is no surprise that the negotiations 
between the IMF, Greece, the European 
Central Bank and the European Union are 
“very tough”. Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
managing director of the IMF, said that 
the European money would be committed 
over a shorter period of time than the IMF. 
“Of course, the IMF plan has to look further 

for other years, 2011, 2012, and that is a large 
part of the discussion that we will have with 
the Greeks.”

According to many, the IMF is 
going to impose pretty harsh econo-
mic reforms on Greece in return for its 
bailout cash. “If Athens can’t meet those 
requirements, the money will stop fl owing, 

and the default crisis starts all over again,” 
observed this week a spokesperson of the 
European Commission. 

For Nobel Prize Winner Paul Krug-
man, it is hard to see how the Greek tragedy 
will unfold if there is no European support, 
especially from Germany. “The way Greece 
could tame its debt problems would be with sa-
vage spending cuts and tax increases, measures 
that would themselves worsen the unemploy-
ment rate. No wonder, then, that bond markets 
are losing confi dence, and pushing the situation 
to the brink (...) Greece could alleviate some of 
its problems by leaving the euro, and devaluing, 
but it’s hard to see how Greece could do that 
without triggering a catastrophic run on its 
banking system.”

If it seems easy to pinpoint the Greek 
government for mismanaging its fi nancial 
affairs, the larger picture shows that there 
are in fact two Eurozones emerging in this 
post-global crisis world economy: the strong 
(Germany, France) and the weak (Greece, 
Spain, Portugal). 

Many experts agree that some parts of 
the Eurozone will never be as competitive 
as others, and being part of the Eurozone is 
not helping them become more competitive. 
Greece may turn out to be the fi rst act of a 
fi nancial tragedy that is still to be played...

The International Scene]

Greece: A European Tragedy?

The debt crisis has cast a shadow over Greece’s economy.
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Well said ]

« As long as the ballot 
boxes are not opened, we 
can’t talk about victory”.

At long last, a voice of 
reason! 

Pradeep Jeeha, 
MMM candidate

Silence is golden]

“The Labour manifesto 
looks like a Playboy ma-

gazine. There’s all sorts of 
poses, subutex poses as well 

as Albion poses”.
Pradeep Jeeha has ob-

viously never seen a Playboy 
magazine. Funny how he 

sees all those poses in kids!

Sheila Bappoo, 
Labour 

candidate



Mauritius, 
Georges is  

It’s a strange old world, isn’t it? The political 
programmes that the MBC has been delighting 
us with for the past week have made for strangely 
hypnotic viewing. And I’m not talking about the 
predictably dull fare that the two main alliances 
have dished up for the population. Oh no, they 
seem to far prefer sniping at each other with in-
credibly cant sound bites rather than truly reachi-
ng out to the nation. Fair enough. The alternative 
parties, however, are another story completely. For 
wont of a better term, they are the closest things 
we have to reality TV stars.

Even if the delivery of their messages may be 
a little haphazard and their opinions brazenly 
outlandish, they possess one attribute that simply 
can’t be faulted: their earnestness. Indeed, they 
have a natural, almost clumsy way of addressing 
the nation that contrasts with the smooth demea-
nour adopted by most of the heavyweights. Despite 
this manifest lack of sophistication (or preten-
tiousness), they are hell-bent on making the most 
of their allotted airtime and getting their barnstor-
ming ideas across to a suitably intrigued audience. 

For the MBC’s political programmes give 
their parties and, especially, their symbols (taps, 
anchors, telephones and elephants, to name but 
a few) the sort of exposure they can usually only 
dream of. So how exactly do they use it? Obvious-
ly, some of the candidates choose to hawk some 
rather unpalatable notions. Party Malin, for one, 
offered to give guns to taxi drivers, a proposal that 
probably won’t see it winning a landslide victory 
any time soon (and rightly so). 

Others though are quixotic characters strug-
gling indefatigably for the rights of the everyman. 
Take Georges Ah-Yan of the Forum des Citoyens 
Libres, a party symbolised by a telephone. Time 
and time again, this social and environmental ac-
tivist has combated injustice. He fought against 
the closing down of the Mahebourg hospital and 
the highway project in Ferney Valley. Both times he 
was on the winning side. But will people like him 
ever get their due? 

Georges Ah-Yan was right to point out that he 
did well in the 2005 elections. Perhaps the unpre-
cedented level of disillusionment in the political 
process and the influx of young people into the 
electorate will give him the push he needs. Or 
maybe some other small party will get the nod. 
Who knows? Given that the two main alliances 
have monopolized the political system, it still 
seems unrealistic to expect a single outsider to get 
a seat in Parliament. It’s our loss.   

Yet, over and above their potential contribution 
to parliamentary discussions, the people behind 
these small parties play a hugely symbolic role in 
our democracy. In this age of extreme cynicism, 
it’s comforting to know that there are dozens of 
citizens who still believe enough in something to 
present themselves in front of the nation every five 
years. More often than not, they do so without fear 
or favour. Thank you. 

In memoriam of Anerood Gujadhur   

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 
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What they say   

■ Navin Ramgoolam, Prime Minister

> “Don’t moan when you’re sent to prison !”

Isn’t it the police that arrest people, the DPP 
that prosecutes them and the court that judges 
them? 

> “This de l’Estrac, he tells me that Béren-
ger approached him to offer him a ticket. And 
do you know what de l’Estrac told him?” 
And then Ramgoolam proceeds to tell the 
story.

Very important life lesson: what is told to 
you in confi dence is not meant for public 
consumption!

> “Bérenger once said that Lutchmeenarai-
doo was like a razor, the richest man of the 
Indian Ocean. And now he wants this man 
to become his Minister of Finance!”

Oh? Remember what the Labour party said 
about Pravind Jugnauth in 2005? We should 
send all those politicians on a memory 
refresher course!

>“Paul Bérenger puts two Vaish candidates 
in constituency number 5 instead of a Rajput 
and he doesn’t put a Chinese candidate in 
constituency number 3 when this has always 
been the tradition.”

As reprehensible as such arguments are, what 
is the tradition in constituency number 8, I 
wonder? 

>“As Prime Minister, I look at you in the eye 
and I don’t make false promises.”

I wonder what Rama Sithanen thinks of this…

■ Paul Bérenger, MMM leader

>“I was all smiles and relaxed on TV but 
the same wasn’t true of Ramgoolam.”

Vanity, vanity…

> “They are being racists; they go on about 
me being white.”

OK, enough now. “They” have stopped 
so maybe Bérenger should drop it 
and stop playing the victim. 

>“The Prime minister is lying when he 
says Ashock Jugnauth was found guilty of 
corruption. There was no such thing. What’s 
wrong anyway in giving a cemetery to the 
Muslims?”

A piece of advice to Bérenger; don’t 
even go there!

>“I will never forgive him. I will never 
shake his hand,” about Pravind Ju-
gnauth’s uncouth comments regar-
ding Reza Uteem’s parentage. 

Humm… no handshake ever? We’ll 
keep an eye out!

>“If I am elected, I will change the law to 
ensure that one woman in every constituen-
cy becomes compulsory policy.”

If he believes that much in it, 
I wonder why Bérenger didn’t oblige 
and willingly put one woman per 
constituency when he drew up 
his list?

It’s less than a week till the elections and politicians are still being true to 
themselves, with their nonsensicalities and contradictions. We bring you 
part two of the collection we published last week.  



● Maurice Allet, PMSD Presi-
dent

> “To how many Creoles did Ra-
jesh Bhagwan give jobs?”

Now we know! That’s why people 
are elected; to give jobs to people of 
their “community!” He’s a clever 
one that Allet!

● Rashid Beebeejaun, 
Labour candidate

> “I don’t want to see one of you in Port 
Louis on the 1st of May. Take the bus, 
take your car or take your bicycle and 
leave the city! I’m warning you!”

Yeah right, threats are going to get him 
many people in Quatre Bornes! 

> “You only have to say where you want 
to go after the rally and we’ll take you 
there- beach, picking guavas, anywhere 
you want,” to induce supporters to come 
to the rally in Quatre Bornes on Saturday.

Sounds a little desperate doesn’t it? But 
maybe Beebeejaun felt bad; he said it a 
few minutes after the threats.

● Pravind Jugnauth, 
MSM leader

>“I will shave Bérenger’s mustache.”

Whatever floats his boat, really. 
Weird but what can you do?

>“Ashock Jugnauth, Dinesh 
Ramjuttun and Vishnu 
Lutchmeenaraidoo are bad 
examples for the young.”

Oh OK. Why is that, I wonder? Is 
it because they don’t make snide 
remarks about the lineage of their 
opponents? 

>“I know Bérenger well and I can 
tell you that he’s an ingrate and he 
will betray you. He has no feeling 
for the common man.” 

What “common man” is Pravind 
Jugnauth referring to? Can’t be 
him, surely?

● Satish Boolell, 
MMM candidate

>“The country owes it to Béren-
ger; he deserves to become Prime 
Minister after 42 years of fighting 
for the country.”

Ah is that how one becomes Prime 
Minister? So the shortcut (or rather 
long cut) to become Prime Minister 
if you’re not a “daddy’s boy” is to 
fight for 42 years? Goodness and 
there was me thinking Bérenger 
wanted to “open the doors!” 

 ● Danielle Turner, 
Labour Candidate

>“Bérenger insults women when 
he says we are headed straight for 
the abattoir. My four-year old child 
was scared and asked me if I was 
going to die.”

We have fought to understand the 
difference women will make in po-
litics. It’s clear now; they use their 
children and play on sentimentality. 
But a clever child though; he knows 
at the tender age of four, what 
“abattoir” means! 
 

● Kee Cheong Li Kwong Wing, 
MMM candidate

>“The rise in prices is like a tax 
that the outgoing government im-
posed on consumers these past five 
years.”

Is like a tax, “like” being the ope-
rative word. Whereas the rise in 
VAT imposed by the MMM-MSM 
government between 2000- 2005 was 
very real indeed. 

● Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, 
MMM candidate

>“We’re about to go through rough times 
and we need the best captain for the ship.”

And there was me thinking that we’d 
been through the rough times already 
and that we were only just coming out! 
Does it sound like an excuse to you?

>“The MSM’s head is with Navin 
Ramgoolam but its heart is 
with us.”
Whatever this means. 

● Rashad Daureeawoo, MSM 
candidate

>“If ever there’s a 2-1 in consti-
tuency number 3, imagine what 
people will think of you? It hurts 
me to think of your suffering if this 
happens.”

What kind of nonsense is this? Is 
that the best way the MSM knows 
how to win votes? 

>“I can feel the tide rising,” at the 
same rally

Then what was the point of that 
pathetic attempt at blackmail?

● Shakeel Mohamed, 
Labour candidate

>“Your children will be able to get 
jobs through us.”

And there was me thinking Moha-
med was a lawyer! Didn’t realize 
he’d opened a job centre in the 
meantime!
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“WE WILL win the elec-
tions. 50 % of the job will be 
done on the 1st May in Port-
Louis and 50 % on the 5th 
May,” said Paul Bérenger 
in his political meetings last 
week and this week.

What does he mean 
when he says that half of 
the job (of winning the 
elections) will be accom-
plished on Labour Day ? An 
ex-member of Berenger’s 
party, speaking under cover 
of anonymity, says that the 
MMM leader is relying on 
the deep impression that a 
huge crowd, which can be 
perceived as larger than that 
of his opponents, will have 
on the electorate.

“This is some sort of a 
gamble which both Bérenger 
and Navin Ramgoolam will 
resort to. They will spend mil-
lions of rupees to move hun-
dreds of bus-loads of people to 
their respective rallies. They 
will try to impress specially 
fl oating voters,” says that ex-
member of the MMM who 
knows something about the 
art of moving people not 
only to “national” rallies, but 
also to regional meetings so 
as to create the perception 
that the party has the grea-
test number of followers.

According to political 
observers, impressing the 
electorate by giving the im-
pression that the party is the 
strongest will be of the ut-
most importance in the on-
coming election because of 
the unusually large number 
of fl oating voters.

“There are too many fl oa-
ting voters around because the 
two opponents look more or less 

the same. The electorate was 
preparing for a red and mauve 
alliance. So red and mauve were 
the same for them. Now they 
are asked to choose between red 
and mauve as opponents. They 
are still hesitating between the 
two,” says Jack Bizlall, trade 
unionist and ex-member of 
the MMM.

“I have not yet decided for 

whom or for which party I will 
vote and I believe that there 
are many people who are in 
the same dilemma.Choosing 
between the alliances is now 
a headache,” says Christina 
Meetoo, lecturer in Media 
and Communication at the 
University of Mauritius.

She nevertheless says that 
the size of the two crowds at 

the main political rallies will 
not have any impact on her. 
But adds that the artifi cially 
created crowds will defi nitely 
have an impact on other ca-
tegories of voters.

“We cannot yet quantify 
the importance of the impact 
of this crowd phenomenon on 
voters. One thing we know is 
that there will be an impact for 

Studies 
on voters’ 
behaviour 
have since long 
shown that 
some of them, 
believing that 
a particular 
candidate or 
party will win, 
vote for this 
party  even 
though they 
prefer the 
alternative. 
This basic 
instinct will be 
the target of 
both alliances 
on Labour Day 
tomorrow to 
impact fl oating 
voters.
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The two main parties competed for the largest crowd at last year’s 1st  May rallies. 

It is common knowledge that the masses are an easy 
prey to manipulation by communication specialists in 
the political arena, but also by advertisers. One way to 
achieve this is through what is now known as the band-
wagon effect.
In fact, the ease with which they manipulate the masses 
arises greatly from the fact that people most of the time 
do and believe things not because they have pondered 
and come to the conclusion that these beliefs are ratio-
nal and best suited for them, for their family or for their 
society. People do and believe things only because many 
other people do and believe the same thing. Today  this 
is common knowledge.
This is the general behaviour of the masses that psycholo-
gists, ethnologists, sociologists, economists and commu-
nications specialists and advertisers are acquainted with.
This behaviour has been dubbed the “bandwagon 
effect” by David Luder who also calls it the “chromo 

effect” He explains that this effect leads people to 
ignore their personal information, beliefs and ratio-
nale and follow the behaviour of others. The tendency 
is also called the “herd effect” and is associated with 
opportunism.
In other words, it means that as more and more 
people come to believe in something, others also 
“jump on the bandwagon” regardless of any under-
lying evidence which indicates that the belief is falla-
cious. Its merits are not examined at all.
According to election specialists, the bandwagon 
effect occurs in voting.  Some people vote for those 
candidates or parties who are likely to succeed (or are 
proclaimed as such by the media), hoping to be on the 
‘winner’s side’ in the end.
The Bandwagon effect has been applied to situations 
involving majority opinion, such as political outcomes, 
where people alter their opinions to the majority view.

Some voters, believing that a particular candidate will 
win, vote for this candidate even though they prefer the 
alternative, write McAllister and Studlar who also add 
that voters may be averse to the uncertainty associated 
with an election.
Since 1976, a local party has specialized in the buil-
ding of what can be termed “fallacious crowds” in 
an effort to trigger the band wagon effect. People, 
mostly the same ones, are known to be moved 
around constituencies to attend political rallies and 
“private meetings” only to give the impression that 
the party has mobilized a huge crowd.
“In the past, these people were volunteers, who came by 
their own means. Today, they are paid and transported 
from one rally to another,” says an ex-member. But for 
Labour Day, both alliances will resort to these tac-
tics of free transport, free lunch, and an evening 
picnic to attract the best crowd ever.

Using the masses to manipulate the masses



people usually try to fl ock to 
the winning side,” says Chris-
tina Meetoo.

“You have in fact a cate-
gory of voters, who may be 
fl oating or not, but who do not 
want to be on the side of the 
losers. To be on the side of the 
winners or the party perceived 
as the one which will win is a 
feel good factor,” says Ibrahim 
Koodoruth, sociologist.

He adds that the size of 
the crowd might be secon-
dary to the behaviour of that 
crowd. “A very enthusias-
tic crowd, waving their fl ags, 
shouting and encouraging 
the orators can have a bigger 
impact than a non-enthusias-
tic large crowd,” according 
to him. 

Dr Mahendrenath Mo-
tah, psychologist and  ethno-
logist shares the same views.

According to him, leaders, 
religious preachers or philoso-
phers have, since the dawn of 
humanity, relied on crowds to 
further their aims and ambitions. 
The bigger the crowd, the more 
credible they become.

“There is an element of 
satisfaction and gratifi ca-

tion in being with the biggest 
crowd, the strongest, the win-
ning crowd. This crowd battle 
is not a phenomenon restricted 
to Mauritius. It is an interna-
tional phenomenon and is also 
not restricted to the political 
arena,” says Dr Mahendre-
nath Motah.

Political parties here are 
no fools. They have big mo-
ney and have for a  long time 
resorted to specialists, often 
foreign communications 
specialists, to engineer their 
campaigns.

“But only an infi nitely 
small percentage of voters 
will be in the rallies of Labour 
Day,” notes Christina Mee-
too; So the big majority of 
the electorate will compare 
the two crowds and get an 
idea of which one is the lar-
ger and more enthusiastic 
through radio, television and 
the newspapers.

To what extent these me-
dia can give faithful pictures 
of the Labour Day crowds is 
another question.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

This time

This time next week, there will either be a 
new version of the outgoing government waiting 
to swear in or a different one. One week before 
the elections, those who pretend to know what 
the results will be are either victims of wishful 
thinking, or they’re lying or they’re downright 
pretentious. 

I keep trying to compare the situation to 2005 
but my memory fails me. Was it clear one week 
before the elections that Navin Ramgoolam and 
his team were going to win? I’m not sure; all I 
know is that I knew they were going to win. You 
can feel those things, so can the leaders and often 
you read the mood in the country on their faces. 

Amazingly this time around, it’s Navin 
Ramgoolam who is showing worrying signs. His 
aggressiveness is not healthy; it doesn’t win him 
any sympathy or support. We lead such aggrava-
ted lives; we crave for comfort at times like this. 
And in him, this time around, there is none. The 
irony is that he is just the right person to pro-
vide it. But Ramgoolam has lost himself in this 
relentless fi ght for power. 

I guess it’s the mark of outgoing Prime mi-
nisters. Paul Bérenger was exactly the same fi ve 
years ago. When you’ve been in power, regardless 
of the discourses one may hold, the thought of 
losing that power makes one act irrationally.

Bérenger on the other hand, has been out 
of power for fi ve years, all the while of course, 
dreaming of the time he was going to go back 
in on the red carpet. But in truth, he had all but 
given up hope of ever going back as Prime minis-
ter. Until circumstances out of his control forced 
him to. 

And the he tediously proceeded to start 
a campaign in which he didn’t believe. Until 
he realized to what extent public opinion was 
against Pravind Jugnauth, who it seems, has the 
capacity to do more harm than good.

And then there was this ghastly Sithanen af-
fair, which did Ramgoolam absolutely no good. 
People might not have been big fans of the minis-
ter of fi nance, seen as too remote and arrogant 
but it all boiled down to decency- you simply 
don’t bite the hand that helped you. 

And then there are the other outgoing minis-
ters and MPs of the majority. After all the grand 
speeches, power slowly got to their heads. They 
forgot- as they all do, as the MMM-MSM did in 
2005- that fi ve years down the road, they would 
have to go back to the electorate, humbled. 

That’s why I personally think it’s safe to say 
that the elections are going to be a close-fought 
match. Tough if they don’t like it. 

But the very fact that the situation has chan-
ged so drastically from what it was a month ago, 
with Ramgoolam’s Labour party having a clear 
upper-hand and the MMM practically on its 
knees, is astounding.  

And it’s not a case of the MMM gaining 
ground; it’s a case of the Labour party losing 
ground.

And l’express can certainly not be blamed for 
that one. 

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]
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owd fallacy
Subliminal 
images impact 
on brain
The local state television 
has been accused of ma-
nipulating news and clips 
of public meetings lately. 
It is alleged that the time 
and angle chosen by the 
cameramen tend to show 
that the opposition party 
is not attracting impor-
tant crowds.
Surely, the opposition 
party does not want to 
be deprived of the band 
wagon effect. This type of 
manipulation, if ever it is 
being used by the local 
television, is considered 
too basic.
The manipulation to be 
feared is the use of subli-
minal images. Dr Baha-
dor Bahrami, of the UCL 
Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscience is a specia-
list in the use of this type 
of manipulation.
He is still carrying out 
research to evaluate the 
further impact of subli-
minal words and images 
on human behaviour.
In the use of sublimi-
nal images, one picture 
(one frame) is included 
in a batch of 30 frames. 
In fact, television and 
DVD play at 30 frames 
per second(fps) and the 
cinema at 24 fps. When 
a picture is included in 
one of the 30 frames, the 
viewer does not see the 
picture, but his brain re-
gisters it.
For example, last week-
end the MBC TV showed 
Madan Dulloo speaking 
to a crowd of less than 
100 people in the center 
of Goodlands. If one pic-
ture of a huge crowd of 
the l’Alliance de l’Avenir 
is included in the clip, 
the viewer will not see 
it, but his brain will and 
might react accordingly.
The use of sublimi-
nal images is prohibi-
ted in many countries, 
including the UK, 
but not in the United 
States or Mauritius.

R.J



■ What are, according to you, 
the main points of your pro-
gramme?

> Rajesh Bhagwan: Our prio-
rity is to respond to the aspirations 
of the population and deal with the 
problems which we face. Enough 
of the grand discourse, pompous 
words and big expressions. We have 
to be with the population and engage 
with them to solve the problems they 

face on a daily basis. The problems 
of insecurity, indiscipline and pro-
blems of leadership. We need to give 
the population confi dence in leaders 
again. People are terrifi ed to go out 
in the evening. They are even scared 
of going out of their offi ces because 
they might get attacked. We also need 
to deal with social problems such 
as drugs and prostitution. My heart 
aches when I see these young girls in 
Rose Hill, where I have been a mayor 
on three occasions, selling their bodies 
out of need. 

In the poor areas, there is a pro-
blem of alcohol which wreaks havoc. 
We need to work with NGOs and have 
a rehabilitation programme. 

Fraud is another problem. We need 
to reassure the population by setting 
the right example. Interference in 
public institutions is inacceptable. It 
needs to come to an end. Laws against 
fraud and corruption must be pitiless. 

Also, the police need 
to be given the 

means to fi ght 
crime. 

As far 
as edu-

cation 
i s 

concerned, we will continue with 
Steve Obeegadoo’s reforms. We 
will correct the mistakes that have 
been made and put everything back 
on track. 

We will also create a Ministry for 
the Environment with a global ap-
proach to deal with the big challenges. 

> Rajesh Jeetah: Our pro-
gramme is about putting everything 
in place at all levels to allow the 
young, (because l’Alliance de l’Ave-
nir is about the young) to have a bet-
ter life in this country. And we are 
doing just that. Take Health Centre, 
for example, because that is a sector I 
can talk about with ease, we are doing 
everything to cater for the 22 000 pa-
tients who visit our hospitals every 
day. We are already building the New 
Jeetoo Hospital in Port-Louis, we are 
setting up a new C block in the Flacq 
hospital, an operating theatre is being 
built in Victoria Hospital and an emer-
gency unit in SSR Hospital. We are 
also planning a cardiac unit and a re-
nal transplant centre. Our programme 
intends to go further and give special 
care to women and the elderly by buil-
ding two additional hospitals, one for 
women and one for geriatrics. 

Education is also an important 
sector we have devoted attention to. 
We have already 

increased the enrollment rate 
from 38% to 50% at  tertiary level. 

We have created the Open Uni-
versity and we will continue in 

that direction.
At the economic level, 

we will work towards in-
creasing the contribution 
of the health sector to the 
GNP (General National 

Product) from its current 
3% to 5% through medical 

tourism. We already have 
10 000 patients a year coming 

from abroad. We aim to increase that 
to 100 000 by the year 2015.

■ Why has your manifesto 
been unveiled so close to polling 
day?

> RJ: Everything was planned 
long in advance. Unveiling it later is a 
strategy. We have, within the Labour 

Party, a big intellectual capacity and 
decisions are taken in an organized 
way.  For us, it is clear that we want 
the country to move forward with 
everyone onboard; everyone having 
equal opportunities.

> RB: Many parts of our pro-
gramme were revealed during the 
MMM’s 40th anniversary. After the 
dissolution of parliament, we needed 
to discuss many issues with NGOs, 
unions and other stakeholders. Many 
of these still come to see us and we 
listen to everybody to be able to come 
up with a complete programme.

■ How is the battle on the 
ground looking?

> RB: There was a perception at 
the beginning that Navin Ramgoolam 
was very strong. Today, I leave it to 
you as a citizen to see that the MMM 
has plenty of wind in its sails. Béren-
ger will be the next Prime Minister, 
supported by a strong team.

> RJ: Excellent! Our meetings 
are no longer political meetings but 
real celebrations. Our constituents are 
already celebrating the renewal of Dr. 
Ramgoolam’s mandate. People have 
understood the real issues. Since inde-
pendence, free education, free health 
care, free transport…all these carry 
the fi ngerprints of the Labour Party 
and its various alliances. 

■ What do you think will play 
in your favour? 

> RJ: In everything this country 
has achieved, the Labour Party has 
been involved one way or the other. 
What has Mr. Bérenger contributed to 
the building of this nation, apart from 
scientifi c division? He goes down in 
history as the father of communal di-
vision in Mauritius. When the Labour 
Party offered free education, it was 
for everyone. Not for a particular seg-
ment of the community. The MMM 
has, on the other hand, offered divi-
sion, instability, anger and strikes. 

> RB: Our formidable team ins-
pires confi dence and the opinion polls 
on your site show that. 
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INTER  

Rajesh BHAGWAN, 
candidate for the Alliance du Coeur

Rajesh v  
Today Rajesh Bhagwan, Secretary-general of the MMM 

Jeetah, Minister of Health. They exchange views on 
verbal violence. Naturally, both are confi dent of victory 
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  VIEW  

Rajesh JEETAH, 
candidate for the Alliance de l’Avenir.

s Rajesh

Some people say that it will be 
a close fi ght. What do you think?

> RB: Let’s remember that at the 
beginning, Ramgoolam said, ‘nou pa 
pou loin de 60-0!’ Now he admits that 
Faugoo is in diffi culty. He knows that 
the MMM is in a strong position be-
cause he gets reports from the NIU. 

> RJ: I can reassure you that 
according to what I see around me 
and to the feedback I get in the de-
briefing sessions, we are heading for 
a big victory.

■ Some comments made by a 
number of candidates are outra-
geous. Questioning the paternity 
of someone and comparing ano-
ther to an animal to be sacrifi ced 
are but a few. Do you condemn 
the ones made by the candidate 
in your alliance?

> RJ: I condemn the violence of 
the comments made by one MMM 
candidate. It is unacceptable. Mr. Bai-
choo has to take the responsibility for 
the comments he made. 

> RB: I condemn all the com-
ments which do not honour the person 
uttering them. In fact, Baichoo himself 
apologized. I also fi nd unacceptable 
the PM’s comments which have racial 
undertones like saying that the battle is 
between him and Bérenger.

■ Some political analysts say 
that the programme is the same 
and that the elections will be won 
or lost on personalities and their 
ethnic profi le. Is that a view sha-
red by you?

> RB: No. The vote will be 
for the party, the alliance and 
the candidates. Not on the ba-
sis of any ethnic profi le. Take my 
example, I was elected top of the 
list three times. And I was standing 
against Gaëtan  Duval and Xavier 
Duval in Beau-Bassin where there is 
a large percentage of population géné-
rale! You reap what you sow.

> RJ: Ethnicity is a reality in 
this country, but people’s votes will 

be based on what they have seen and 
experienced. We have been through 
several crises, oil, fi nancial, econo-
mic and sanitary (Deng fever and the 
H1A1 virus). We have been through 
the dismantling of the MutliFiber 
Agreement that could have cost us the 
entire textile industry. We have been 
through a reduction in the price of 
sugar by 36%. In spite of all this, we 
have registered a positive growth rate 
in the economy! We have had no mas-
sive job losses, no shortage of food, no 
unrest. That is a measure of how well 
we have handled the economy.

■ Both parties use big words 
like ‘meritocracy’ and ‘equal op-
portunity’. How can this be put 
into practice when a big chunk of 
the budget is swallowed by poli-
tical nominees who do not have 
to fulfi ll any criteria other than 
being close to those in power?

> RJ: You are absolutely right. Political 
nominees cost the country huge amounts 
of money. Go and ask Mr. Bérenger how 
many advisors he had. I know because I as-
ked the question in parliament and he sys-
tematcally refused to answer. He had, we 
eventually found out, 277 advisors accor-
ding to an answer to a parliamentary 
question. 227! Now, I have done a 
rough calculation, which you can 
also do and the sum this must 
have cost the country between 
2000 and 2005 is 400 
million! That is abuse. 
We too have ad-
visors and 
chair-

men of parastal bodies, but there is no such 
abuse. I have only one advisor and one 
press attaché.

> RB: Political nominees are not 
a crime. You need the right man in the 
right place and if you want someone 
competent, you need to give him a 
competitive package to attract him 
to the public sector. Of course, there 
should not be any abuse. We should 
not be in a situation like now where 
there are people earning royal salaries 
but not doing a thing.

■ One ministry for social in-
tegration on the one hand 
and a ministry for solida-
rity on the other. Cynics 
say it is another way of 
creating more ministe-
rial posts and other re-
lated posts for cronies. 
What is your reaction?

> RB: No. There 
are new problems. We 
need the right set-up to 
deal with them and as 
far as that is concer-
ned, I trust Paul Bé-

renger. We need a new product to 
meet the high expectations.

> RJ: You know we were in fact 
the fi rst government to reduce the 
number of ministries. Now, if we 
are intending to create one, it is be-
cause there is a need for it. We can-
not continue to deal with poverty 
in a fragmented way. We need an 

and ex-Minister of the Environment, confronts Rajesh 
such questions as political nominees, ethnic voting and 
for their party...Read on....



l’express [ Friday 30 April  2010 • Insert N° 3 p. 38

Who’s the greenest of them all?
BETTER LATE than ne-

ver. For the past week or so, 
Mauritians have been able to 
pour over the electoral mani-
festos of the two alliances vying 
for their affections. Naturally, 
both documents are replete 
with the sort of goodies that 
voters have come to expect, 
such as the abolishment of this 
tax or the construction of this 
hospital. Yet for those with an 
ecological bent, the two pro-
grammes also offer a com-
pelling insight into the green 
psyche of each of the conten-
ders. Here’s what’s on offer. 

To begin with, the “Alliance 
de l’Avenir” pledges to “vigo-
rously promote” the Maurice: île 
durable (MID) project. Its pro-
gramme covers a wide-range of 
subjects, from the three wind 
farm projects currently in the 
pipeline to the setting up of an 
Energy Commission and the 
beefi ng up of legislation gover-
ning environmental protection. 
These are all very laudable, yet 
the programme seems to lack 
an underlying philosophy, a 
guiding principle. 

For its part, in the chap-
ter dedicated to a sustainable 
Mauritius, the “Alliance du 
Coeur” promises to create a 
ministry of Ecology and sustai-
nable development entrusted 
with devising a “model of sus-
tainable growth that will guide 
government’s actions”. This mi-
nistry will also set up national 
sustainable development com-
mittee regrouping the public 
and private sectors and civil 
society that will come up with 
a national strategy on the issue. 
Encouragingly, these commit-
ments seem to indicate that the 
alliance realizes the need for a 
holistic approach to sustaina-
bility. Other promises include 
sensitization campaigns, a 
new energy policy, green ac-
countability (as part of good 
governance) and ensuring an 
adequate supply of clean water 
for the country.

For the Platform Mo-
ris Lanvironnman (PML), a 
coalition of 15 NGOs, both 
programmes suffer from “a 
certain lack of coherence”. Ac-
cording to the platform, the 
main criticism that can be leve-
led against the two documents 
is “the absence of any reference 
to any of the tools needed for the 
implementation of sustainable 
development”, such as Strate-
gic Environment Assessments, 
Sustainability Assessments 
and Sustainability Reporting. 
It also notes that “Alliance du 

Coeur” has offi cially subscri-
bed to the principles contained 
in PML’s Mauritius Environ-
ment Charter, whereas the 
“Alliance de l’Avenir” prefers 
to wait until after the elections 
to do so.  

Over and above its mani-
festo though, the Labour-led 
alliance can boast two notable 
green feathers in its cap. Firstly, 
in the run-up to the elections in 
2005, Navin Ramgoolam vowed 
to stop the South East Highway 
Project from bisecting through 
the ecologically-unique Ferney 
Valley if he were elected. He 
kept his word. Indeed, shortly 
after coming to power, Navin 
Ramgoolam ordered the project 
plan to be changed so as to avoid 
the gorgeous indigenous forest 
situated at the heart of the val-
ley. The area has since become a 
nature reserve and the underde-
veloped South got the highway 
it wanted. In other words, it was 
a true win/win situation.

Will the alliance led by the 
MMM be similarly bold and 
get rid the controversial inci-
nerator project if it is elected 
next month? If its silence in 
Parliament on the matter is 
anything to go by, the answer 

is no. Neither can Rajesh Bha-
gwan, the secretary-general of 
the MMM and former minister 
of Environment, give a defi ni-
tive answer to this question. He 
does however promise to “re-
view the whole waste manage-
ment strategy with an emphasis 
on waste reduction”.     

Secondly, the Prime mi-
nister deserves plaudits for 
launching the MID project 
in March 2008 with his spe-
cial adviser on sustainability 
issues, Joel de Rosnay, an au-
dacious initiative which aims 
to transform Mauritius into 
a model of sustainable deve-
lopment. Soon afterwards, a 
budget of Rs1.3 billion was set 
aside for the creation of a MID 
Fund. Despite the fact that the 
project remains maddeningly 
inchoate, Navin Ramgoolam 
will forever be remembered as 
the Prime minister who tried 
to bring sustainability to the 
heart of government’s agenda. 
And even if most of the admi-
nistration’s stabs at sustainable 
development have been mid-
dling at best, there’s a lot to be 
said for the sheer boldness of 
the project.  

Whoever is declared the 

winner on May 6 should not 
only keep it onboard but also 
try to bring it to the next le-
vel, be it in terms of renewable 
energy, biodiversity conserva-
tion, urbanism, food security, 
responsible tourism, waste ma-
nagement or transport. Many 
experts agree that, despite its 
myriad fl aws, MID is a project 
for the ages and one that can 
transform Mauritius into an 
example for the world. 

A national consultation 
process that aims to gather as 
broad a spectrum of views as 
possible on the project (these 
will be eventually integrated 
into a White Paper) is cur-
rently underway. This initia-
tive should be continued by the 
next administration for it will 
give policy-makers a far bet-
ter idea of how the population 
perceives sustainable develop-
ment and how far it’s prepared 
to contribute to MID. Yet as 
PML remarks the main issue 
will be to see whether the win-
ning team respects its commit-
ments. “We will be attentive”, it 
promises. And so will we all. 

Nicholas RAINER

E L E C T I O N S  2 0 1 0

Which of the two alliances is most committed to sustainable development? 

Navin 
Ramgoolam 

will 
forever be 

remembered 
as the Prime 

Minister 
who tried to 

bring 
sustainabi-
lity to the 

heart of go-
vernment’s 

agenda.



THE EUROPEAN 
Union’s (EU) inability to take 
quick, fi rm decisions has exa-
cerbated Greece’s debt cri-
sis and increased the risk of 
contagion to other euro zone 
countries such as Portugal. 

Four months of talks 
and summits have only just 
brought the EU to a point 
where it can release emergen-
cy funds to Athens - a degree 
of indecision that fi nancial 
markets have exploited and 
which now threatens Lisbon 
and possibly others.

The result, analysts say, is 
a crisis of confi dence in the 
16 countries that share the 
euro single currency. Winning 
that confi dence back is going 
to take time and leadership, 
and will probably require 
deep structural changes to 
several economies.

“The problem here is the 
recurring inability in the Euro-
pean project to say brutal truths 
honestly and clearly and act on 
them in a realistic manner,” 
said Hugo Brady, a senior 
research fellow at the Center 
for European Reform.

“The markets aren’t stu-
pid. They aren’t going to be 
fooled by elaborate peacocking 
displays. They can see when 
reactions are credible and when 
they are not. Anyone could see 
Greece was going to need bai-
ling out in a matter of weeks, 
and so that dancing around just 
made it worse”.

Since Greece’s debt pro-
blems began to loom large 
late last year, the EU has held 
two leaders’ summits and se-
veral euro zone fi nance minis-
ters meetings that discussed 
the crisis.

Whenever a decision ap-
pears to have been taken, 
doubts have immediately 
emerged, with Germany, 
which is critical to any fi nan-
cial aid package, often the 
culprit as it tries to placate a 
domestic audience unhappy 
about a bailout.

The Socialists’ group in 
the European Parliament laid 
the blame at German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s door 
on Wednesday, saying her 
“policy of prevarication” was 
worsening a crisis that was 
still unfolding.

Angel Gurria, the secre-
tary general of the OECD, 
a club of the world’s largest 
economies, was equally criti-
cal. He told German radio the 
EU should have intervened 
to help Greece “two or three 

months ago.”
“If you look back at the 

last weeks or months, you have 
to say there has been a lack of 
clear leadership,” said Janis 
Emmanouilidis, a senior ana-
lyst at the European Policy 
Center. “That is exactly what 
markets want. They are able to 
exploit those insecurities and 
uncertainties.”

As well as highlighting 
the EU’s cumbersome deci-
sion-making, the crisis has 
exposed the lack of foresight 
that went into the creation 
of the euro and the process 
of economic and monetary 
union that underpins it, ana-
lysts say.

Introduced 11 years ago, 
in the heyday of an econo-
mic boom, the euro quickly 
gained strength and credibi-
lity in fi nancial markets. But 
there was no provision among 
the countries that adopted the 
currency about what to do in 
a severe crisis. “What the cur-
rent situation shows is that they 
didn’t have the mechanisms for 
bad weather conditions”, said 
Janis Emmanouilidis.

The fact euro zone leaders 
had not thought of that be-
fore, or that they weren’t able 
to agree on crisis mechanisms 
at an earlier stage, underlines 
the lack of a clear vision, he 
said.

“The Greek crisis is a cre-
dibility crisis and now the euro 
crisis is a credibility crisis. 
Whatever you do, whatever you 

say, you will be doubted, and 
that makes it so diffi cult.”

Economists have pro-
posed that the EU set up a 
European Monetary Fund 
- along the lines of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
- that would be tapped in ex-
ceptional circumstances. But 
creating such a vehicle takes 
time and strong political reso-
lution, both of which the EU 
has in short supply.

“We are in a time of crisis 
management, and yet we also 
have to think of crisis preven-
tion,” said Cinzia Alcidi of 
the Center for European Po-
licy Studies, which proposed 
the EMF idea. “The mone-
tary union was not prepared to 
handle this kind of situation... 
We need some new internal me-
chanisms.”

If Greece’s problems 
spread to Portugal -- and the 
sell off in Portuguese assets 
clearly indicates that fi nan-
cial markets think that will 
happen - a number of scena-
rios are possible, including a 
wider contagion that draws in 
Spain or Ireland.

If the EU/IMF bailout of 

Greece - which EU leaders 
are fi nally expected to ac-
tivate on May 10 - is insuf-
fi cient, then Greece could 
default. Otherwise it might 
restructure its debts, although 
the EU says that is not pos-
sible.

In the long-run, analysts 
expect this crisis to force 
countries such as Greece, 
Portugal, Ireland and Spain 
to make deep and painful ad-
justments to their economic 
models - cutting state spen-
ding, raising retirement ages, 
improving productivity and 
tax collection - so that they 
have natural defenses.

But that can take years. In 
the meantime, the euro is li-
kely to suffer and default will 
remain on the cards. “The 
euro, if you like, is a confi dence 
trick and there is a desire to 
ignore the fact that it pro-
bably wasn’t an ideal currency 
union,” Hugo Brady said, al-
though he does not think the 
currency or the monetary 
union will fall apart. “We’re 
defi ning what sort of area the 
euro zone is right now ... It’s 
really kill or cure.”
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Greece needs to make deep and painful adjustements 
to its economic model.

EU fumbling leaves euro 
zone seeking credibility

B U S I N E S S

In brief ]
Lacklustre for 
Egypt’s econo-
mic outlook

Egypt’s economic 
prospects remain fairly 
lacklustre as it approaches 
the end of its fi nancial 
year but it will outper-
form its neighbours and 
most Gulf Arab nations, 
a Reuters poll showed 
this week. The survey of 
14 economists predicted 
that the gross domestic 
product (GDP) of the 
North African nation 
would have grown by 4.7 
percent in the fi scal year 
that ends in two months 
time, ahead of other Gulf 
nations, except region-
leader Qatar.

“Over the short-
term, Egypt’s impressive 
headline growth fi gures 
are masking a somewhat 
worrying decline in in-
vestment and private 
consumption”, said Eli-
zabeth Martins, head 
Middle East and North 
Africa strategist at Bu-
siness Monitor Inter-
national. Forecasters 
expect economic growth 
for Egypt to accelerate to 
5.3 percent in the fi scal 
year 2011/12, below last 
month’s forecast by Eco-
nomic Development Mi-
nister Osman Mohamed 
Osman for 6.5 percent.

Kenya to cut 
base lending 
rate

The Kenya Com-
mercial Bank (KCB), 
the country’s largest by 
assets, said on Wednes-
day it would cut its base-
lending rate by 150 basis 
points to 13.5 percent to 
spur credit growth. KCB 
joins banks such as Bar-
clays Bank and Coopera-
tive Bank that have taken 
their cue from the Central 
Bank after it slashed 2.25 
percentage points off its 
benchmark lending rate 
in series of cuts since 
December 2008.  The 
Central Bank Rate now 
stands at a record low 
of 6.75 percent. Its last 
move was on March 23, 
when it cut by 25 basis 
points. Despite having 
more than 40 banks, 
commercial lending rates 
in East Africa’s biggest 
economy have remained 
stubbornly high, at an 
average of 15 percent. 
Analysts put this down 
to a lack of competition 
in the segmented market. 

“Anyone 
could see 

Greece was 
going to 

need 
bailing out 
in a matter 
of weeks, 

and so that 
dancing 

around just 
made it 
worse”.
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IN THE 1960s, Julian Rot-
ter developed a concept called 
Locus of Control. It describes 
whether you believe that your 
own internal thoughts and 
behaviours or external forces 
cause things to happen to you. 
Here’s a simple example: you 
fail to reach a sales target. Do 
you say “I made a few mistakes; 
I must try harder” or “the target 
was stupid; management doesn’t 
understand; the market is lousy; it’s 
fate”. Whether any one explana-
tion you make is true or not is less 
important than whether, in gene-
ral, you think you infl uence the 
outside world or it controls you: 
whether you are an ‘ internal’ or 
an ‘external’.

Those with a high ‘internal 
locus of control’ (who believe they 
are in control of events, not dri-
ven by external forces) will tend 
to have better control of their 
behaviour and are more likely 
to attempt to infl uence other 
people as well as assume that 
their efforts will be successful. 
They are more active in seeking 
information and knowledge. 
In other words, they have high 
achievement - motivation.

That is a much simplifi ed 
version of the idea, but even this 
should ring some alarm bells in 
organisations.

Despite media talks that we 
are increasingly becoming an 
individualised society, the fact is 
that we increasingly feel buffeted 
by external events outside our 
control. The global economic 
downturn is just the most recent 
and vivid example. We may have 
chosen to save, set up a pension 
or pay our bills. Decisions taken 
thousands of miles away, of which 
we knew nothing, may have added 
fi ve years extra of working life and 
long talks with the bank manager 
to our major life experiences. 
Continual expenses scandals and 
debates reinforce a growing fee-
ling that we have no control over 
political decisions. The baseline is: 
we are controlled by others; others 
who, whether we want to admit it 
or not, take away our sense that we 
make the big decisions.

Organisations amplify this 
effect. At times of economic cri-
sis, sudden announcements of 
lay-offs, increased controls over 
spending, budget systems and 
procedures all take away our sense 
of achievement, initiative and in-
volvement in achieving goals. 

We know that having a stake 
in the ultimate outcomes of our 
work is a huge motivator. Yet, we 
need motivated, inquisitive people 
who take charge of their own fate 
as much, if not more, in times of 

economic and political pandemo-
nium as we do when sales fi gures 
are on an upward curve and we 
are recruiting.

So, managers need to look 
at people’s sense of being in 
control of their own destinies, 
their ability to make decisions 
and stand by them. 360-degree 
feedback is a great way of doing 
this, and personality assess-
ments provide an essential basis 
for discussing the issue with key 
people in the company.

More and more, organisations 
are recognising the importance of 
evaluating, developing and opti-
mising “soft skills”. This is where 
the use of psychometric tools and 
solutions come in handy. 

ConsultingTools is a develo-
per and provider of innovative, 
high-quality people solutions 
for consultants and business 
professionals working with 
individuals, teams and organi-
sations. With its Head Offi ce 
in Cambridge (UK), Consul-
tingTools is present in over 31 
countries and has over 15 years 
experience in delivering online 
assessment projects. In Mau-
ritius, ConsultingTools offers 
a tool kit covering 360-degree 
feedback, personality, career 
and occupational health assess-
ment and surveys. They address 

critical issues from recruitment 
and selection to performance 
and leadership management.

Balancing control with 
freedom; encouraging great 
work while allowing reaso-
nable mistakes are key lea-
dership tasks all linked to the 

idea of locus of control which, 
with sound use of psychome-
trics, can illuminate the area. 

Smita ISSUR-HASSAMAL

ConsultingTools 
(Mauritius) Ltd

Our national language
IF YOU have doubts concerning 

the identity of your “real” language, try 
to recall the language you speak in your 
dreams. That’s for sure your real lan-
guage:  the language that comes from you 
naturally. In dreams, our most profound  
desires and instincts  express themselves 
without any inhibitions, and so we just use 
the language that comes from the marrow 
of our innermost selves.

It is thus strange how many so many 
people can have such confl icting attitudes 
towards this mother tongue of theirs. For 
one, it’s the language that they use with 
the greatest of ease in their everyday 
lives, but on the other end, they cannot 
get reconciled to the fact that the language 
can be written like any other. They argue 
that it is an “inferior language” and that 
there’s no point learning how to write it 
because  it has no grammar. But as far 
back as 1972, Philip Baker, the British 
linguist has amply demonstrated in his 
book, entitled “Kreol”, that the language 
is no more inferior than any other, and 
that it does have rules concerning the 
way in which words can be put together 
in order to write sentences. Furthermore, 
like English and French, it belongs to the 
great family of Indo-European languages 
(in the sense that its origin can be traced 
right back to Sanskrit) -  and, may I add, 
that the sooner we learn to write it in a 
standardised way, the better it will be for 
all of us in this country.

Standardised way? If you want to know 
what this means, make an experiment. Just 
grab a few people who just have got the 
most elementary literary skills - who might 
not have got through the CPE, but who 
can send sms messages and make them-
selves understood. These “ignorant” blokes 
who are blissfully unaware of the intricacies 
or should I say “pitfalls” of the French lan-
guage will never in their sms write “toi” but 
“twa”, will never write “moi” but “mwa”, 
and will never write “qui” but “ki”.  Poor 
ignorant blokes? You better think again! 
They are formulating the written word 
as they speak it. And this is the way things 
should be.

We are lucky in the sense that right 
from a very tender age, we are taught 
English and French. They are widely 
spoken languages, they are listed among 
the offi cial languages of the United Na-
tions, and it is in our interest to learn 
them as best we can. But unfortunately, 
they fi gure among the rare languages 
which are not written in a phonetic way. 
That is, we do not write them the way 
they are spoken. The reason is simple. A 
spoken language is never static, it goes 
on evolving. Quite possibly when they 
started to write in French some fi ve 
hundred odd years ago, ‘moi’ was pro-
nounced as “moy”, and “toi” as “toy”. 
The emphasis was on the last vowel and 
these words were written as they were 
spoken. But over the centuries, their 

pronunciations have changed whilst the 
spellings have stayed the same. You just 
have a look how “toi” is spelled in any 
French dictionary and you will fi nd that 
it is in fact “twa”. Consequently, the ar-
gument that we should spell that word 
as “toi” when writing in Kreol just does 
not make sense.          

It is thus clear that writing in Kreol 
is inherently different from writing in 
French,  and every Mauritian should  
therefore be given the opportunity 
to learn how to write that  language – 
should s/he choose to do so. A Kreol 
dictionary already exists, the fi rst mo-
nolingual dictionary of Mauritian Kreol 
in the world, and this should serve as a 
valuable guide for anyone who wants to 
learn this language of theirs. After all, the 
Kreol language belongs to all those who 
use it. It does not belong to any specifi c 
group who might be tempted to claim 
it as their “ancestral language”.  Unlike 
Bhojpuri or Hakka, it did not come from 
across the seas. It was born and deve-
loped in this country and day by day it 
is gaining in richness, fl exibility and in-
genuity. And just like English, it has no 
qualms about borrowing from other lan-
guages. The word “nisa” is now accepted 
in Kreol and has been borrowed from 
Hindi; the word “kamaron” comes from 
Portuguese; the word “ourit” is of Ma-
lagasy origin; the word “poutou” comes 
from Tamil; the word “minn” is from 

Hakka; the word “salam” comes from 
Arabic; and of course the word “kompu-
ter” comes right from English!

However, what makes Kreol pe-
rhaps unique is the fact that it is pos-
sibly the only language in the world  
that makes use of numbers in its 
vocabulary. We all, know what is the 
meaning of “29” or “34” and we all 
know what somebody means when he 
says “mo 35 enn 32 ”. How’s that for 
originality!

The kreol language might still have 
many detractors  but even its fi ercest 
detractor   would not hesitate using it, 
if his mind is set on getting a seat in Par-
liament – and not only by way of fi ery 
oration to harangue the masses but also 
in the written format on posters to sway 
the undecided.  In fact, it is simply im-
possible for anybody to get elected in 
Mauritius if he has no knowledge of 
that language.  But then, how sad, that 
as soon the threshold of Parliament is 
crossed by its dexterous users, it simply 
becomes the “lingua non grata”.

The two main alliances have decla-
red in their manifesto that, should they 
emerge as the winner, Kreol will become 
an optional language at the same level 
as Hindi, Urdu, Tamil and Mandarin. 
We can only hope that  they will honour 
this promise.

                              Jean Lindsay DHOOKIT

Competencies like achievement and decision-making have 
become increasingly important in the workplace.
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In the last paragraph of your editorial of the l’Express edition of Friday 23, 
April you have been asking to empower women by a change of mindset. Are 
you not, in fact, advocating a permissive society when you express the wish 
that Mauritians will get rid of certain values which are the basic components 
of a stable and peaceful society?

A woman who accepts abortion is ready to get rid of her own child be-
cause he/she is unwanted. In some cases, that may seem plausible at fi rst 
sight, but in effect what you are asking is that any woman must be free to 
decide that her own child has no right to life and that she must be allowed 
and helped to abort.

Early sex is opening the way to emotional and health problems that may 
be very long-standing. True love waits to be discovered and shared with the 
person with whom to build a treasured family. In this context, virginity is to 

be considered as an asset for both boys and girls and it can never be outdated. 
It is a treasure to be valued for the strength and magic it brings to true love. 
It is a valuable plus on which to strengthen the intimacy and the fi delity of 
their couple. It provides a solid foundation for their family. So many broken 
families today, due to the infi delity of the couples, are ushering the younger 
generations into problems, exposing them to different pitfalls. 

You seem to complain that “male compatriots in 2010 still expect their 
wives to be virgins when they get married…”Are you not asking, in the name of 
modernity and freedom, that the youth jettison overboard such an important 
issue as a responsible and caring love built on the solid foundations of respect 
for life and respect for love ?

Monique DINAN

   Navin Ramgoolam is mad at 
l’Express. ….

Why ? 
 Because his perception is that 

l’Express claims to be independent but 
is , according to him, actually favou-
ring the opposition parties. From what 
I read, he has given two examples: 1) 
that l’Express is doing “fos propagand” ( 
but he does not get down to any details) 
and 2) that l’Express is deliberately only 
publishing his photograph in the com-
pany of hindu ladies.

 Why be so nervous ? He is the Prime 
Minister of Mauritius, the most powerful 
man in the land and, if we refer to the last 
published polls, the leader of the most 
popular party  and the most popular lea-
der of parties anyway. He gets excited to 
the point of underlining that he is neither 
SSR ( who actually went to the length of 
full Press Censorship !) nor SAJ ( whose 
claim to fame with respect to the press is 
the Newspaper & Periodicals Act which 
tried to silence independent newspapers 
through a special tax on newsprint and a 
gouging “deposit”) and that:  “ Are moi to 
pou conne are ki sann la tone gagne lamer-
demen et mo pou montre(toi) “ !

   This is from a man who , some time 
back, having read an editorial he did not 
like in l’Express ( a newspaper , by the 
way, which had, as it can always do , quite 
freely and quite openly and in this case, 
more than most, supported government 
when it deserved it, namely on its eco-
nomic policies ) ordered his government 
and the corporations he has infl uence 
over ( namely Mauritius Telecom . Air 
Mauritius etc…) to boycott l’Express of 
all adverts , hoping it would be forced to 
dismiss that editorialist for his opinion .

 L’Express does not bow to this kind 
of pressure .

 In a  genuine democracy , a Prime 
Minister does not use that kind of 
measure. 

       George Bush did not ask to boy-
cott newspapers perceived as leaning to 
Democrats, George Brown is not asking 
for a boycott of  newspapers saying “nas-
ties” about him, the free press in India is 
not “punished” by a ban of  publicly fun-
ded adverts  for criticizing government

A Prime Minister  should work hard 

for his country, should own up to his 
shortcomings, when they exist,  should 
argue his case vigorously if it deserves 
to be . By further matching his speeches 
about being a democrat with decisions 
that go in the same direction, he may then 
convince rather than charm, engender 
respect rather than  expect fear . 

  The facts are simple enough. This 
country is, until further notice , a demo-
cracy. In a democracy , free opinion and 
free speech are meant to be guaranteed  
and can not and should not be “punished” 
as long as they are in the “public interest” 
and unless they  lead to social unrest , 
for example. The government has been 
sued for its anti-constitutional boycott 
of l’Express and the courts  will, soon, it 
is hoped, express themselves freely on 
this matter. Free opinion and free speech 
do not have to be pleasant and may , 
on the other hand, be sometimes plain 
wrong  but  will always get  measured 
and sanctioned for  their credibility and 
relevance to  their patrons and society at 
large. If someone feels l’Express is biased 
and does not like it , he just has to stop 
buying it , like I have stopped listening to 
the MBC for years because I could not 
swallow its  abject kow towing any more. 
In fact Navin Ramgoolam’s  fury against 
l’Express may well be his acknowledge-
ment of the independence and credibility 
of that newspaper and the expression of  
his frustration when what it writes and 
contains does not quite fi t what he would 
like to see therein  ! I suppose that this is  a 
price to pay: an independent  newspaper 
that always meets  the  approval of  the 
“masters of the day” would, in any case, be 
a real improbability unless that govern-
ment was perfection crystallized ! A non 
independent newspaper , on the other 
hand, is likely to generate less vehemence 
precisely because it is already categorized 
as a plainly partisan paper…. .

    When the government decided 
to boycott l’Express of adverts , I wrote 
a personal, rather tough letter to the 
Prime Minister underlining why he 
was wrong. It ended up saying “ I am 
sorry if this sounds harsh but I am direct 
and I think you deserve the truth rather 
than mealie-mouthed pleasantries. Howe-
ver I am not perfect either and maybe I 

am missing something, in which case I 
am, therefore, at your disposal should you 
wish to talk. I will understand should you 
not wish to talk and will conclude and act 
accordingly.” To his credit, he phoned 
within 2 hours of receiving my note sta-
ting that he wanted to talk. I put myself 
at his disposal and he never came good 
on his offer , in spite of reminders and 
having had the chance of asking about 
my father’s health since.

  He should calm down and relax and 
stop looking for scapegoats for his own 
diffi culties. Newspapers never won any 
election. Photographs with Hindu ladies 

are not embarrassing that I know of  and 
never moved any voter. Politicians “see”  
in newspapers what other normal people 
do not , because they have their own very 
peculiar reference grids. If beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder , “fos propagand” is as 
likely in the head of those who live by it . 

By the way, I have been wearing a 
red tie or another for the last 3 weeks . 
I do not think it gave any game away, or 
swayed anybody in his opinions . 

     Not even me !

  PA FORGET

SILLY SEASON ( last week )

I disagree, Mrs Touria Prayag
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The communal 
Best Loser Sys-
tem (BLS) is a 
democratic and 

political aberration, not sim-
ply a moral one. It is therefore 
not enough to rise up in in-
dignation against it. Nor is it 
enough to oppose it through 
blind tactics which could be 
counter-productive.

What is the communal 
BLS? It represents a codifi -
cation at a particular time in 
history, a few years before In-
dependence, of communal 
consciousness. It proclaimed 
itself the “minimum necessary” 
codifi cation at that time for 
the State to be able to quell 
more rampant forms of vio-
lent communalism. Commu-
nal consciousness was then so 
high that there was the “bagarre 
raciale”, and the BLS was a 
compromise of the pro-Inde-
pendence forces with the strong 
right-wing forces “representing 
minorities”, demanding sepa-
rate electoral registers, and op-
posing Independence.

What this codifi cation 
of communal consciousness 
meant was that it put into the 
Constitution the assumption 
that we could supposedly rea-
sonably attribute all forms of 
genuine injustice and inequa-
lity in society to purely com-
munal factors. Then, in turn, 
communal mobilization was 
further canalized into protec-
ting the economic interests of 
the ruling class, and into en-
suring the social mobility of 
intermediate classes of profes-
sionals, intellectuals, planters 
and merchants. 

The usual interpretation of 
the BLS is that it is “in defense 
of minorities” or a “guarantee for 
minorities”. But all it is, in fact, 
is the guarantee for some very 
superfi cial communal repre-
sentation, not in Government, 
but in Parliament, which in 
turn, is not even a guarantee 
for minority rights, or any 
rights at all.     

In a society like Mauritius 
with its extreme social inequa-
lities, the antidote to communal 
consciousness is not “citizenship”. 
The antidote is in fact class 
consciousness. This means beco-
ming aware of the roots of the 
inequalities. We saw proof du-
ring the 1970s when for 10 years, 
the students’ struggle for equal 
education for all, the workers’ 
struggle for rights, and the insur-
rectionary strikes of 1979 and 
1980, were almost total antidotes 
to communalism. Communa-

lism well-nigh disappeared. The 
codifi cation of communalism, 
cemented as it was in the Consti-
tution, then became a prison, 
acting so as to pin society into 
communal ghettoes.

But, at this very time, in 
1981, the MMM leaders went 
into an alliance called “Nou-
veau Consensus Social” with 
the bosses and simultaneously 
into a communal alliance with 
Boodhoo’s PSM to “reassure the 
Hindu community”. This refl ec-
ted and further caused a retreat 
from class politics. It allowed 
the communal basis for politics 
to become “acceptable” once 

again. Political alliances of a 
communal nature again became 
the norm. Communal conside-
rations again found their way 
into political discourse. Today, 
there are even demands for re-
naming existing communities 
and introducing new ones for 
the BLS.

In today’s context, any exclu-
sive emphasis on the elimination 
of the communal BLS alone, 
especially an obsession with Pa-
ragraph 5 of the Nomination Pa-
per, does not lead us anywhere. 
The tactics and strategy need to 
be thought out properly. We saw 
how in 2005 the Balancy judg-

ment led to the unwanted esta-
blishment of a hypothetical “5th 
Community”. The tactic of at-
tacking Paragraph 5 of the No-
mination Paper in isolation from 
the rest of the communal BLS, 
has the curious effect of creating 
a community of “conscientious 
objectors to auto-classifi cation”, 
who then fall outside the com-
munal BLS, which continues 
business-as-usual. The tactic 
leads to a co-habitation of the 
BLS for everyone else with a 
little spot for those candidates 
who want to “opt out” of it. This 
is not conjecture. Though the 
Supreme Court dismissed the 

The Struggle Against    
Ram Seegobin 
explains why Lalit 
did not join the 
stuggle against the 
Best Loser System 
and what should 
be concretely 
done to eradicate 
communalism 

[ S T R A I G H T T A L K

Ram Seegobin, Leader of Lalit
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  Communalism
Plaint of the Platform Pu Enn 
Nuvo Konstitision earlier this 
week, in the past, candidates 
were actually allowed to stand 
without putting their communi-
ty, and without in any way affec-
ting the BLS, which went ahead 
unaltered. This means the tactic 
is not a useful one, and has been 
shown not to be.

 In fact, Paragraph 3 of 
the First Schedule could un-
fortunately easily be amended 
to read, after the clause that 
every candidate in a gene-
ral election has to state their 
community, “provided that any 
candidate who does not wish to 
participate in the exercise of 
allocation of the 8 additional 
seats may be exempted from 
this declaration relating to his 
or her community”. Such le-
gislation would put into effect 
the Balancy judgment. And 
the communal BLS would 
remain intact. The demand is 
thus fl awed.

However, the situation is 
worse than that. The tactic is 
not just not useful. It is also 
dangerous.

With the rise in commu-

nalism, with the participation 
of the VOH, Kranti and Mr. 
Dulthuman of the Sanatan 
Dharma Temples Federation 
in the election, with the MSM 
and Labour allied, with the po-
litical intervention of Grégoire, 
and with the double-meaning 
attributed to the word “ma-
jority” (democratic or com-
munal “majority”), there are 
grave dangers ahead. It is thus 
irresponsible to attack the BLS 
without proposing at the same 
time a full scale clearly outlined 
electoral reform, with enough 
Proportional Representation in 
order to resolve this dangerous 
resurgence of communalism.

In addition, we can easily 
see ahead that any exclusive 
emphasis on the communal 
BLS in isolation from other 
political and economic issues, 
obscures the need for a pro-
grammatic challenge to the 
inequalities and injustices that 
are inherent to the capitalist 
system, and that underpin com-
munalism just at the time when 
the capitalist system the world 
over has exposed its bankrupt-
cy, literally and fi guratively. 

The tactic produces a “buzz” 
around a single non-economic 
issue, while to address econo-
mic issues politically is what 
will actually decrease commu-
nalism. This single-issue “tac-
tic” delays the construction of 
a working class movement on 
the basis of a socialist program, 
delays addressing the very real 
injustices and inequalities that 
the existing economic system 
engenders and to which com-
munal interpretations are then 
given ex post facto.

The present anti-BLS ini-
tiative has been linked to a call 
for a “Nouvelle Constitution”. 
In the same way as we have 
looked at the BLS in its his-
torical and political context, 
it is important to look at the 
call for a new Constitution 
in context. At present, there 
is talk of Navin Ramgoolam 
wanting a three-quarters ma-
jority to get through a possible 
political project to establish a 
Deuxième République where 
the President has executive 
powers. At the same time, Paul 
Bérenger is proposing a new 
Republic with a Senate.

It is worth remembering 
that in 1958, there was a “new 
Republic” in France, the Fifth 
Republic. De Gaulle established 
both a President with executive 
powers and a “sénat” in France. 
What with all the red-white-
and-blue banners and the va-
rious slogans for the values of 
“Citoyenneté, Egalité, Ecologie” 
and “Unité, Egalité, Modernité”, 
there is some cause for concern.

What is needed now is 
a campaign for Electoral 
Reform that includes pro-
portional representation on 
party lines that would make 
the BLS lose its illusion of 
being necessary in order to 
supposedly re-assure anyone 
at all. And this should be part 
of a general mobilization of 
working people on the basis 
of a clear Program that aims 
to do away with social injus-
tice and inequality. This has 
to be a conscious process, 
and not one where genuinely 
concerned people are brought 
together for an action without 
a clear strategy, at least not 
one that they are aware of, or 
have thought through. 
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Polling Day: candidates have until now had to disclose their community.



THERE ARE few places as 
peaceful and beautiful as an art 
gallery. You are surrounded by 
splashes of colour and the crea-
tivity of artists whose works are 
infused with silent poetry. Color 
Attitude Art Gallery at Moka, is 
one such place. Owned by Ca-
therine Goupille, the gallery was 
offi cially opened on 25th Sep-
tember 2009. It now houses the 
works of twenty-fi ve painters, 
three photographers and two 
bronze sculptors. 

Catherine Goupille explains 
that the gallery represents local 
artists who deserve to get more 
recognition for their talent. Some 
of the well-established painters 
whose works are available at the 
gallery include Françoise Hardy, 
Gilberte Marimootoo, Roger 
Charroux and Françoise Vrot. 
The gallery has also recently 
launched three new artists. The 
paintings on display include 
several styles, such as abstract art, 
semi-abstract, fi gurative painting, 
and semi-fi gurative art. 

The photographers represen-
ted by the gallery each have their 
own distinctive style. Potential 
buyers can browse through DVD 
collections of photographs on a 
large-screen television and pick 
their favourite one. The best part 
is that photographs can be printed 
on paper or on canvas, and accor-
ding to the size requested by the 
customer. A photograph printed 
on canvas can almost deceive you 
into thinking it’s a real painting.

Color Attitude Art Gallery is 
also the place for art collectors 
who wish to fi nd a specifi c litho-

graphy or painting by well-known 
artists like Marcel Lagesse or Mal-
colm de Chazal. Catherine Gou-
pille says that her work involves a 
lot of research, as paintings may 
sometimes be in the possession of 
other art collectors. It is then her 
role to track down the painting 
and negotiate a sale on behalf of 
the customer. 

Art lovers can also benefi t 
from other personalised services, 
such as advice on the painting that 
would best suit their requirements. 
Catherine Goupille explains that 
she will visit the customer’s house 
and advise them according to the 
colour and décor. She will also ar-
range for all paintings to be hung 
at the customer’s house. 

A variety of beautiful frames 
are available, which are either 
imported or locally made. Cathe-
rine Goupille explains that she is 
currently developing a workshop 
for locally produced frames, as 

these are cheaper for customers, 
provide jobs for people and also 
have the practical advantage of 
fl exibility as they are custom-
made. Frames can be in a classic 
1900s style, or more contempo-
rary. If a customer wishes, he can 
have the exclusivity of one style, 
which will then be removed from 
the selection on display at the gal-
lery. Catherine Goupille explains 
that Color Attitude Art Gallery 
was born out of her passion for 
art. She fi rmly believes that lo-
cal artists deserve to be promo-
ted because their paintings are a 
refl ection of our beautiful country. 
“There is such warmth in the 
colours used,” she says. “I love being 
surrounded by art all day.” 

“We must preserve our art,” 
she adds. “If we lose local art, 
we lose our identity.”

Melissa Louis

Dreams from my father (1994, 2004) is the surpri-
sing and moving autobiography of the man who was 
destined to become one of the world’s most powerful lea-
ders. Certainly the book was written many years before 
this historical event, yet the modern reader will fi nd here 
the making of Barack Obama as he moved from a shy 
confused child to the confi dent young man who would 
become the USA’s fi rst black president. 

The book was fi rst published in 1994. The inspiration 
came while he was still in law school, making history 
when he was elected the fi rst black president of the Har-
vard Law Review. Dreams from my father was repu-
blished in 2004, with a new preface by Obama. He had 
just won the Democratic nomination to serve as the U.S 
senator from Illinois, and was getting ready for a tough 
general election. 

The beauty of this autobiography is that it deals 
with Barack Obama the man. Not the politician, not 
the brilliant law student, not the defender of civil rights. 
The book is the story of a young man born in Hawaii in 
1961, in an America still scarred by segregation. Born 
of a African father, and a white American mother, the 
young Barack begins his life trying to understand the 
strange divide between black and white, confused that he 
is the outcome of a marriage between a black man and a 
white woman. In many cases he is even ashamed of his 
Kenyan heritage, like when he lies to his classmates and 
tells them his father is a king. 

Dreams from my father is characterised by Obama’s 
quest for identity and explores race relations in the USA. 
The young Obama delves into the works of great civil 
rights leaders, mainly Malcolm X, as he tries to fi nd his 
own place in the world. There are numerous episodes 
in the book that give us insight into the fear, pain and 
shame that black people experienced, from the plea of an 
old man ‘what have we ever done to be treated so mean?’ 
to the reproaches of white families that ‘white girls don’t 
play with coloureds in this town’. 

Obama soon comes to see himself as half of each 
world, and this split creates signifi cant tension in his 
life. He seeks to support his black brothers, but at 
the same time cannot resent ‘white folks’, because 
of his mother and grandparents. In this sense, Oba-
ma develops a strong sensitivity to the importance 
of race equality and the need to unite a country too 
long divided on the basis of colour. Obama’s quest 
takes him from Hawaii, to Indonesia, to Chicago 
and fi nally to Kenya, where he tries to make sense 
of who his absent father really was. 

Dreams from my father is Obama’s fi rst attempt 
at writing, and the book turns out to be a riveting read. 
This is not the book you might expect from a politician 

in the making. There are no obs-
cure theories, or 
attempts to show-
case his achieve-
ments. His honesty 
and humility are 
remarkable. His 
intelligence and 
sensitivity are stri-
king, but you will 
fi nd no traces of in-
tellectual snobbery 
here. So forget for 
a moment health 
care reforms and 
war policies, and 
look beyond. You’ll 
be surprised to 
fi nd a simple hu-
man being who is 
worth discovering. 
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Art with attitude

Color Attitude Art Gallery aims at preserving and promoting local art.
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 Depo fi x
Depo fi x, or fi xed deposit, is used to describe constituencies which have a tradition of voting for the 
same party over the years, meaning that the said party doesn’t really have to outdo itself in order to 
get elected. In turn, political adversaries employ the term to convince the electorate that the party they 
usually vote for takes them for granted. “Pa less zot tret zot couma enn depo fi x” (don’t let them treat 
you like a fi xed deposit). 

N.R


