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The Tamil Community in Mauritius
When walking on fi re 
does not burn
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by Touria PRAYAG
Editorial ]

There are few countries where there is as much religious 
tolerance as in ours. There are few countries in the world 
where religions cohabit so peacefully. We live in a country 
where people from different religions are seen at every pil-
grimage pouring water on the fl oor to cool it down for their 
compatriots of a different faith who are going on pilgrimage 
barefoot. We are in a country where people offer food and 
water at their doorstep to pilgrims of different religions.

Yes, there are some moments in our history we prefer 
to relegate to memory but by and large, religious tolerance 
has been the order of the day. And we took it for granted. We 
thought it had no limits…

The Triolet incidents which shook the country last 
week may have shocked us but they should not surprise us. 
Condemnable as they are, they should be a good juncture for 
us to think again about our attitude to religion. If the distur-
bances can be put down to some hot-heads who represent 
only themselves, the mitigated condemnation they received 
from their community and even from the public should force 
us to ask the question: ‘What went wrong?’

Without idealizing the show each religious group makes 
of its religion, our offi cial religions have lived happily together 
largely perhaps because there has been an unwritten code: 
that of not forcing one’s religion on others or denigrating the 
religious beliefs of one’s compatriots. No one learns this code 
formally but everyone knows that you do not go from door to 
door to show why the religion of the other is not good enough. 
Light Ministries International have transgressed against that 
code. And extremism is never far away…

What are the lessons to be drawn? We condemn the vio-
lence, of course, unreservedly. No one should be allowed to 
take the law into their own hands.  But we should also refl ect 
on the phenomenon of sects and the magnitude it is taking. We 
have talked in the past about the methods used by sects, the 
brainwashing they engage in and their unlimited funds whose 
source is questionable. We have asked for an investigation into 
the funding of l’Eglise Chrétienne. It would be of interest to us 
to have similar information about Light Ministries and their 
methods. 

Also, if there is no question that in a secular state, people 
should be free to adopt the religion  they choose, if they choose 
to believe in any, or change it as they wish, the brainwashing 
methods and the door-to-door peddling of religion should be 
checked. There is nothing good behind it. And quite frankly, 
although we respect people of all religious beliefs, we have 
had our fi ll of sects who make it their mission in life to disturb 
our siesta time, our social gatherings and the quality time we 
would like to spend with our families by coming to our doors-
tep to try and show us how stupid and ignorant we have been 
all these years.  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, ‘Does any of us know 
the mind of God so well that we can decide for him who is 
included and who is excluded from the circle of his love?’ 
Maybe the sects, those who disturbed their prayers as well as 
some religious parasites who feed on taxpayers’ money and 
preach division should refl ect a little on these wise words. 

Faith and bad 
faith

State of no 
opposition
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Consumer Protection

The new magazine Savoir Choisir, published by 
the Ministry of Consumers’ Rights, caused outrage 
at the Institute for Consumer Protection because of 
the pages of advertising directly promoting a variety 
of products. The ICP has asked that t h e 
magazine be withdrawn immedia- t e l y . 
The NGO insists that no magazine f o r 
consumers should favour any pro- duct 
or service, nor infl uence people 
to use them. It also says that 
the government is contra-
dicting its own policies, 
such as efforts made 
by the CWA to pro-
vide clean drinking 
water, while the maga-
zine promotes bottled water. 
The ICP concedes, however, that the
 initiative is laudable. 

Mauritian Judiciary
The Investment Climate Facility 

for Africa (ICF) has announced that it will be working 
in collaboration with the Government of Mauritius 
to improve the country’s commercial judicial system. 
The project will modernise the existing infrastructure 
of the Mauritian judiciary over a two-year period by 
simplifying and automating the settlement process, es-
tablishing a Mediation Division and a Fast Track Com-
mercial Court, and training judicial staff. The project 

is set to signifi cantly lower the time and cost involved 
in fi ling a commercial case in Mauritius, reducing the 
duration of a commercial trial from 180 to just 100 days.

Anti-communalism Campaign

Amnesty Mauritius launched its campaign against 
communalism this week, in line with the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. This 
included a workshop on communalism and the launch 
of a series of concerts entitled ‘Par Mwa Rasis Pas Pou 
Pase‘. The fi rst concert was held at Caudan Waterfront 
and will be followed by around 30 concerts in towns and 
villages around the country. Amnesty Mauritius hopes to 
raise awareness on the fact that communalism infringes 
fundamental human rights. They are also calling for the 
abolition of the Best Loser system and the promulgation 
of the Equal Opportunities Act.

Education for Sustainable 
Development
Education for Sustainable Development is being 

promoted in primary schools through the distribu-
tion of renewable energy kits to 40 schools so far, as 
part of the Maurice Ile Durable concept. During the 
ceremony at the Rajiv Gandhi Science Centre, Vasant 
Bunwaree spoke of the need for a hands-on approach 
for children to help them understand concepts such 
as environmental degradation, energy shortage and 
climate change. He  called on curriculum developers 
to ensure that teacher education policies also support 
Education for Sustainable Development.

Politics
All negotiations for an alliance have ceased between 

the Labour Party and the MMM, Paul Berenger an-
nounced this week. According to him, while 
Navin Ramgoolam has not said ‘no’ to 
an alliance, he needs more time, 
but the MMM will not wait any 
longer. Parliament there-
fore resumed on Tues-
day with the MMM 
in its role as the op-
position. Meanwhile, 
in spite of talk of a 
possible alliance, the 
MSM said that no 
negotiations were 
on with the Labour 
Party but that they 
would be willing to 
consider proposals that 
may come their way.
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The Week at a Glance]

By Nad SIVARAMEN

The International Scene]

Source AP. After more 
than a year of fi erce political 
battle, Barack Obama signed 
the health care legislation 
into law on Tuesday. In an 
e-mail he sent soon after to 
the American public, Obama 
said: “I’m writing to you on a 
great day for America. Thanks 
to the immeasurable efforts of 
so many, the dream of reform 
is now a reality. The bill I just 
signed puts Americans in 
charge of our own health care 
by enacting three key changes: 
It establishes the toughest pa-
tient protections in history; it 
guarantees all Americans af-
fordable health insurance op-
tions, extending coverage to 
32 million who are currently 
uninsured; and it reduces the 
cost of care -- cutting over 1 
trillion dollars from the fede-
ral defi cit over the next two 
decades.” To ease the transi-
tion, many of the changes will 
come into full effect over the 
next several years. For many 
observers, the Health care re-
form may be Obama’s grea-
test victory in his presidency 

and the legislation itself is a 
historic move. If some feel 
that the new health insurance 
reform law gives government 
more power, others think that 
the legislation is to be stop-
ped by all means. A group 
of 13 attorneys general fi led 
a suit against the new health 
care reform bill in a Florida 
court. The state of Virginia 
fi led an individual suit. The 
suits state the bill “represents 
an unprecedented encroach-
ment on the liberty of indivi-
duals.” According to the new 
program, all citizens and legal 
residents will be required to 
buy health insurance. Michael 
Moore who produced the 
movie “Sicko”, to criticize the 
health mess in the US, said on 
CNN that he held many re-
servations regarding the bill: 
“Well, I think great (…) The 
two steps forward are a num-
ber of really good things in 
this bill in terms of six months 
from now insurance compa-
nies won’t be able to deny 
children coverage because of 
a pre-existing condition. And 

by the way, insurance compa-
nies, why don’t you just start 
tomorrow? Why would you 
deny a child health coverage 
because they had a pre-exis-
ting condition? How inhu-
mane can you be?” According 
to him, the bad part is that the 
“US health care system in this 
country remains in the hands of 
private profi t making insurance 
companies who stand between 
us and the doctors.”Only hours 
after President Obama signed 
the health-care legislation into 
law, the Senate began a debate 
on another piece of the pac-
kage, giving Republicans one 
last chance to alter the bill be-
fore it begins to transform in-
surance coverage for millions 
of Americans. According to 
the Washington Post, Repu-
blicans “launched a broader 
campaign to repeal and re-
place the new law, an initiative 
aimed at wooing voters in this 
fall’s midterm elections. 

South Africa: World 
Cup tickets remain unsold  
We are less than three months 

away from the FIFA World 
Cup Kick-Off, and yet more 
than 500,000 of the 2.95 mil-
lion total seats have not been 
sold. According to UK’s “Mir-
ror News”, “FIFA admitted for 
the fi rst time yesterday this 
will be the fi rst modern World 
Cup where every ticket has 
not been snapped up (…) By 
contrast, all 64 games at Ger-
many 2006 sold out – with 15 
million applications for only 
3.4 million seats. In Johannes-
burg, Nomvula Mokonyane, 
the chief of South Africa’s 
most populous province, 
launched a robust defense of 
World Cup preparations by 
insisting that the country “has 
gone an extra mile compared to 
other hosts. In spite of negative 
reports emanating from known 
and unknown sources hell-bent 
on besmirching the image of our 
country (…) I am confi dent that 
South Africa is ready to host the 
2010 FIFA World Cup,” Moko-
nyane stated.”

WTO, Boeing and Air-
bus. The World Trade Organi-

zation ruled this week that the 
European plane maker Airbus 
received improper subsidies 
for its $13 billion A380 su-
perjumbo jet and several other 
airplanes, hurting Boeing, its 
American rival. According 
to the ruling, the organiza-
tion’s interim fi ndings last 
September in response to a 
longstanding complaint by 
the United States over Eu-
ropean support for Airbus. 
Boeing contended that the 
subsidies helped Airbus vault 
past it in 2003 to become the 
world’s largest plane maker. 
Boeing hopes that the ruling 
could help it catch up once its 
new 787 Dreamliner jet hits 
the market. At the same time, 
the European aviation indus-
try should face some more 
strikes. If the crews at each 
of the carriers have specifi c 
reasons for going on strike, 
the underlying causes are the 
fi nancial diffi culties faced by 
the airline industry as well as 
the cost-cutting airlines po-
licy used in an effort to boost 
competitiveness.

US Heath Care : 
Obama’s Victory? 
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Rejoinder
Mrs. Dharna Hassija, cited in last week’s High-heeled entitled “Nation of Slaves” took exception 

to the fact that her name was mentioned. We humbly apologize to her and her family. There was no 
intention to malign her or cause her any prejudice. 

The Weekly team 

l’express

Events]
Concert: Tom Frager

Music lovers, this one is for you. French singer 
Tom Frager and his group Gwayav will be in 
Mauritius for a concert at the Swami Vive-
kananda Convention Centre on 30th April at 
20.00. Tom Frager is best known for the hit song 

Lady Melody and is sure to charm the Mauritian 
public with his melodious voice and 
his guitar for over an hour and a 
half before he fl ies to Reunion Is-

land for another concert. Tickets for 
the 30th April are already available through 
Otayo at Rs 1000, Rs 700 and Rs 500. 

Call 466 9999 for bookings.

Discovering Piton Savanne
If you can’t resist the great outdoors, join the trek up the 
Piton Savanne Mountain on 28th March, organised by the 
Tourism Employees Welfare Fund (TEWF). The trail begins 
at Bassin Blanc, and will take you all the way up the moun-
tain where you will have an amazing view of Bois Cheri and 
the valley of colours. The hike will take 
about 4 hours and will cost Rs. 125 per 
adult and Rs. 75 per child. For more 
information and reservations 
call 211 4343 or visit the 
TEWF head offi ce at 
Victoria House, Port 
Louis.

Painting Exhibition
An art exhibition by 23-year 
old artist Isstiac Gooljar will 

be held until the 28th March at 
the Malcolm de Chazal Gallery in 
Curepipe. The 16 acrylic paintings 
were inspired by Islamic art. The 
young man makes extensive use of 

colour in his work to depict the 
beauty of nature. This is his fi rst 
solo exhibition, which you can 

catch on weekdays and on Saturday from 10.00 to 17.30, and 
on Sunday from 10.00 to 13.00. 

20 Temps
Spend an evening at the theatre as the students of Lycée 
Labourdonnais present a play entitled ‘20 Temps’ at 19.30 on 
14th April at the Lycée, Forest Side and contribute to a good 
cause. The play marks the 20th anniversary of the Agence pour 
l’Enseignement Français à l’Etranger, (AEFE), under which 
the Lycée is registered. The pro-
ceeds from the event will be used 
to fund the construction of an area 
to practice dance, theatre, music 
and art at the Lycée. Part of the 
money received will also go to the 
Haiti solidarity fund set up by the 
AEFE. 

Chinatown Food 
and Culture Festival

Discover the beauty of Chinese culture during 
the 6th edition of the Chinatown 
Food and Culture Festival which 

will take place on 10th and 11th April. 
Chinatown will be transformed during 
one weekend so that people can disco-

ver a variety of traditional Chinese 
dishes, some of which are not 
commonly found in restaurants 

around the island. Join in the festi-
val from 14.00 to midnight.
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Ki manier? – How are you? 
Today’s offering is about as straightforward as they come. This colloquial term, which literally means “What’s the man-
ner?”, is a wonderfully Mauritian way of greeting people. “Eh, ki manier? Fer enn moman pa truv twa” translates to “Hey, 
how are you? Haven’t seen you in a while”. Make liberal use of it. 
N.R. 

Demonstration by labourers and artisans of the Sugar Industry in front of the seat of the Mauritius 
Sugar Planters’ Association

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Kreol korner]
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Cold turkey
Have you ever wondered why politicians cling so 

shamelessly to public offi ce? Why those who seem 
better suited for retirement homes than the rough 
and tumble world of politics just can’t seem to let go? 
Why a once fi ne party is reduced to directing amorous 
looks at its historical enemy, hoping for a little recipro-
city? Well, today’s your lucky day. Here’s the answer 
to these questions that keep you awake in the dead of 
night, sweat dripping from every pore. This, from the 
New York Times Magazine: “The political system is 
imperiled mostly because too many of our politicians 
just can’t seem to imagine any worse fate in life than 
losing an election”. 

There it is. In one brief sentence the journalist 
has succeeded in distilling the essence of political 
life. You can sleep peacefully now, safe in the knowle-
dge of what makes the political class tick. The gist of 
the article in which this sentence appeared was that 
lobbyists shouldn’t take all the blame for the perni-
cious infl uence they exert over the decision-making 
process. Rather, it’s the politicians that have allowed 
them to thrive who should take the fl ak. After all, lob-
byists are only answerable to their employers, whereas 
elected offi cials are accountable to all of us, even if 
they seem to have conveniently misplaced this fact.  

Unfortunately, this also means that getting rid of 
the rot that has seeped into the system is a very tall 
order indeed.  “Thinking that you can fi x everything 
that’s disappointing about politics by eliminating 
lobbyists’ money is as misguided as thinking you can 
win the war on drugs by burning down all the coca 
fi elds or that you end crime by outlawing all guns,” 
the article concludes. 

Similarly, our tendency to blame socio-cultural 
associations for stoking the fi res of communalism is 
more than a little ill-advised. Sure, these outfi ts, es-
pecially the more fanatical ones, provide wonderful 
scapegoats on to whom we can pour barrels of righ-
teous indignation. In a perverse way, they’re actually 
providing a public service by affording us a much-nee-
ded outlet for our scorn. Yet, without the logistical and 
fi nancial support of the political class, these associa-
tions would quickly fade into insignifi cance. 

So why then do our political leaders aid and abet 
organizations that do their utmost to sow the seeds of 
division? The answer is obvious: to shore up the sup-
port of the communities they claim to represent (inci-
dentally, it would be interesting to ascertain just how 
many people each of these so-called socio-cultural or-
ganizations do actually speak for). And no expense is 
spared to secure their endorsement. Every year, tens 
of millions of rupees are taken from the State’s coffers 
in order to keep their leaders sweet. The National Hu-
man Rights Commission has denounced this practice, 
as have a few outspoken citizens. 

Yet, the root cause of the problem is that politi-
cians are horrifi ed by the thought of not being (re)
elected. As a result, their ethics are extremely mal-
leable and they act like the end really does justify the 
means. Public offi ce, it seems, is a bit like drugs. Once 
you’ve tasted the stuff, you can’t enough of it. That’s 
why some of them would do well to go cold turkey 
for a while. By doing so they might just realize that 
politics isn’t solely about power. It’s about helping to 
improve people’s lives. 

Left Field]
By Nicholas RAINER 

Clearing  
The country will 

soon be impor-
ting cleaner diesel. 
That’s good news, 

but there’s more to cleaner 
air than the quality of petro-
leum products. 
It’s one of the biggest banes 
of the great Mauritian road 
experience. Indeed, few 
things are more unpleasant 
than being stuck behind a 
lumbering lorry spewing 
noxious smoke in your face. 
Whenever this happens you 
have two choices: asphyxiate 
or overtake the object of your 
dislike. The latter recourse 
works rather well for a few 
metres-until you encounter 
the next truck or bus, that is. 
Exhaust fumes have always 
been a necessary evil of road 
transport. Yet the palls of 
black smoke that have usual-
ly been the preserve of heavy 
vehicles seem to trail almost 
all diesel vehicles nowadays. 
Indeed, a disproportionate 
amount of 4x4s and mini-
vans seem to be doing their 
utmost to emulate trucks 

and buses in their attempts 
to paint the country black. 
Given that the number of 
vehicles on our roads is set 
to almost double in the co-
ming decade, that’s a migh-
tily disheartening premise. Is 
there any reason to hope that 
the situation will get better? 
Later this year, the State 
Trading Corporation (STC) 
will begin importing diesel 
with a lower sulphur content 
than the stuff we use at the 
moment. Currently, the die-
sel we buy from Mangalore 
Refi nery and Petrochemi-
cal Limited has a sulphur 
content of 2 500 parts per 
million (ppm). From August 
onwards, our gas-oil will 
have a sulphur content of 
500 ppm. “We’re following the 
international trend”, explains 
someone at the Ministry of 
Environment. In essence, this 
means we’ll have cleaner die-
sel. That’s the good news. 
If it’s that simple to introduce 
better standards for petro-
leum products, then how 
come it’s taken so long to do 
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the air…
so? Perhaps it’s because the 
quality of diesel wasn’t too 
much of a preoccupation to 
begin with. “We get our spe-
cifi cations from the petroleum 
companies. They’re the ones 
who buy and distribute the 
goods. If people look after their 
vehicles they shouldn’t have 
any smoke problems”, explains 
the STC’s general manager 
Ranjit Singh Soomarooah.
And that’s exactly where a 
big part of our air pollution 
problem originates, under 
the bonnet. For Dimitri 
Schaub, director of SGS, 
the verifi cation company 
responsible for testing the 
quality of petroleum pro-
ducts for the STC, the issue 
isn’t really whether the cur-
rent standards are respected 
but whether they’re strict 
enough. This will be partly 
resolved once the new stan-
dards are introduced in a few 
months. He also contends 
however that a tradition 
of low-cost maintenance 
and other factors, such as 
dodgy oils, explain why so 

many vehicles look like 
smokestacks. 
Jayen Chellum of the Asso-
ciation des Consommateurs 
de l’Ile Maurice (ACIM) 
agrees that mechanical issues 
are partially responsible for 
the current situation, as is 
the extremely high density of 
vehicles on our roads. He’s in 
favour of higher standards, 
but adds that these will come 
with a “cost component” and 
consumers deserve to know 
how much it will be. That’s 
why, he believes, all contracts 
for the importation of pe-
troleum products should be 
“open and transparent”. Such 
openness seems rather unli-
kely though. The owner of a 
petrol station, for instance, 
says that he has repeatedly as-
ked the STC for a breakdown 
of the CIF (Cost, Insurance 
and Freight) value of impor-
ted fossil fuels. So far, his 
requests have been in vain.    
Naturally, the issue of vehi-
cle-caused urban air pollu-
tion isn’t a problem specifi c 
to Mauritius. “Opening the 

door to cleaner vehicles in 
developing and transition 
countries”, a report by the 
United Nations Environ-
ment Programme,tells us 
that “Estimates of motor 
vehicle contribution to urban 
air pollution worldwide vary 
anywhere between 25 and 75 
percent, depending on pollu-
tant and the location.  In ma-
ny developing and transition 
countries, conventional vehicle 
emissions are expected to conti-
nue to increase over the next 
few decades. Given the present 
poor quality of fuels and vehi-
cles often found in developing 
and transition countries urban 
air pollution problems that 
are now urgent are set to be-
come even worse if no action 
is taken.”
The report also mentions 
the numerous “social and 
economic developments to be 
gained by avoiding the health 
impacts of disease and pre-
mature deaths caused by air 
pollution”. Indeed, according 
to estimates from the World 
Health Organization, 800 

000 people “die prematurely 
every year from air pollution”. 
It thus makes a lot sense to 
introduce cleaner petroleum 
products, especially if the 
extra cost will be offset by 
savings in the health sector. 
Yet it’s also clear that the au-
thorities will have to be far 
more selective in the type of 
vehicles they grant roadwor-
thiness certifi cates to. Many 
of the trucks and buses on 
our roads are so rickety 
they’d be able to turn mineral 
water into smoke. 
That’s where the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) 
has an important role to play. 
Talk of it being privatized has 
been on the cards for years. 
Whether or not this happens, 
the NTA will need to be en-
dowed with far greater fi nan-
cial and human resources if it 
is ever to do its job properly. 
And all of those who have to 
choke on thick, black exhaust 
fumes everyday live in hope 
that it’ll do just that. 

Nicholas RAINER 

Buses,trucks and cars are equal offenders, 
causing clouds of exhaust smoke.
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They promised to 
be in a « fi ghting 
mood » but they 
clearly weren’t. 

Despite the MMM leader’s 
announcement on Saturday 
that negotiations with the 
Labour party in view of an 
eventual electoral agreement 
were “over”- some argue he 
meant “suspended”- his acts 
in Parliament on Tuesday 
did not follow. 

Some believe it is because 
MMM leader Paul Bérenger 
still has hopes that all is not 
lost. That MMM deputy lea-
der Jayen Cuttaree’s return to 
the country- after what could 
be qualifi ed as an ill-timed trip 
to the States- could still salvage 
the situation.

In the meantime, there 
is currently no opposition in 
the country. At any rate, there 
wasn’t any in Parliament on 
Tuesday.

Is the situation likely to 
change or are we going to be 
in a permanent state of no op-
position until the next general 
elections?

Regardless of the MSM’s 
intimation to the MMM that 
they had no legitimate right 
to still be sitting in Parliament 
when they were so blatantly on 
the lookout for a deal with the 
Labour party, the Sun Trust 
people are faring no better ethi-
cally speaking.

An MSM source admitted 
they were “waiting”. “We do 
realize that despite the offi cial 
talk, negotiations between the 
MMM and the Labour party 
may not be over. We haven’t lost 
hope however. In fact, I think 
there is a good chance that Navin 
Ramgoolam will opt for an agree-
ment with us instead,” he told us. 

In fact, the MSM’s opti-
mism is due to the support 
they enjoy within the spheres of 
power. Deputy Prime minister 
Rashid Beebeejaun although 
he offi cially denies it, has been 
pushing for a rapprochement 
with the MSM. He is said to 
feel that the best option for 
the next elections would be a 
combination of the forces of 
the PMSD, the MSM and the 
Labour party.

The truth is there is no 
such thing as the “best option”. 
Not really. Rashid Beebeejaun 
is so dead set against a coali-
tion with the MMM because 
the MMM doesn’t want him. 

A former MMM himself (who 
declined to follow his collea-
gues when they were forced 
out of the Labour government 
in 1997 and stayed on until he 
somehow became a force to 
be reckoned with within the 
Labour party), he became to 
Ramgoolam in 2005 what the 
MMM claim they could now 
become to Ramgoolam. 

Beebeejaun was “sold” in 
2005 as the Muslim champion. 
Five years down the line, some 
within his party claim he had 
ended up being nothing of the sort. 
The MMM, a party that has for 
a long time positioned itself as the 
leader of the “minorities”, “lost” 
the Muslims to Beebeejaun 
in 2005 and they now claim 
they have repossessed their 
“lost property”. 

Rashid Beebeejaun was 
suffi ciently distressed by those 
reports to launch his own re-
taliation campaign- rallies in 
constituencies two and three to 
“reassure” his people that he 
was still the number two and 
he still got on with the leader.

For good measure, posters 
of Ramgoolam and Beebeejaun 
together were placarded eve-
rywhere. The caption read- 
“one team, one vision”. 

This coincided- strangely 
enough- with the supposed 
break in negotiations between 
Ramgoolam and Bérenger. 

Is this what gives the MSM 
hope?

In that case how come the 
MMM is also still hopeful that 
all is not lost?

An MMM insider tells us 
that following discussions with 
the MMM, the Prime Minister, 
in his subsequent public state-
ments, sent out signals that “he 
was seriously considering the 
MMM option”.

The signals are believed to 
be Ramgoolam’s statement to 
the effect that the death penalty 
will be reinstated. “It’s a well 
known fact that the PMSD is 
against the death penalty. What 
else is Ramgoolam saying 
to the PMSD if not that he 
doesn’t care about their prin-
ciples?” Stranger still is the fact 

that Ramgoolam once publicly 
and rather convincingly said 
that he was against the death 
penalty. 

Another hint for the MMM 
were the overly hostile refe-
rences to Sir Gaetan Duval 
and Jules Koenig, both former 
PMSD leaders. Sada Curpen’s 
arrest on a different charge fol-
lowing his release after the ini-
tial drug charges against him 
were quashed, were also seen 
as a “sign”.  

It is a truth locally ac-
knowledged that the MMM 
doesn’t want the PMSD in 
an eventual coalition. In fact, 
there would be no place for the 
PMSD in such a confi guration. 
Besides the fact that the enmity 
seems to be more of a personal 
nature than anything else, both 
parties are said to represent 
one particular minority- the 
“Creoles”. 

It thus came as no sur-
prise to anyone to see Rashid 
Beebeejaun conferring with 
Xavier Duval, Maurice Al-
let and Rama Valayden in the 

Politics
State of no opposition

Members of the National Assembly listening intently as Rama Sithanen delivers his budget speech.

While the 
opposition 
parties wait, 
democracy 
is put on 

hold.
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corridors of the National As-
sembly on Tuesday. The three 
PMSD members were only 
recently guests at a dinner held 
at MSM leader Pravind Ju-
gnauth’s house. 

So while the “opposition” 
parties wait, democracy is put 
on hold.

Ironically, this state of af-
fairs infuriates many a member 
of the Labour party. 

“44% of the population 
voted for the MMM-MSM 
coalition in 2005 and the two 
political parties are now making 
a mockery of their supporters’ 
votes! During those past fi ve 
years, it has been members 
of the parliamentary majority 
who have been opposing go-
vernment policies,” exclaims a 
Labour MP in disgust.

That’s not very far from 
the truth; MPs Nita Deerpal-
sing, Shakeel Mohamed, Suren 
Dayal and Yatin Varma have 
been more critical of govern-
ment policy than the MMM 
and the MSM put together. In 
fact, on several occasions, op-
position MPs have sat snugly in 
their seats with a smile on their 
faces as majority MPs have ta-
ken on their Labour comrades. 

Obviously some of them 
have vested interests. Any 
electoral alliance will have re-
percussions on the number of 
tickets available to members 
of the Labour party. Also MPs 
who are based in rural consti-
tuencies have a preference for 
an alliance with the MMM- 
Bérenger’s troop is not known 
to be particularly popular 

in rural areas and would be 
no competition to current La-
bour MPs. 

Labour MPs from the ur-
ban regions are more divided 
on the matter; an agreement 
with the MMM will make their 
jobs so much easier come elec-
tions. They would not need 
to spend too much money on 
trying to get elected. The catch 
is that they might not get a tic-

ket in the fi rst place seeing as 
MMM candidates would be 
predominantly placed in the 
urban constituencies. 

A Labour MP based in a 
rural constituency is adamant 
that the party needs to get rid 
of the PMSD. “For how long will 
we have to be held responsible for 
all the PMSD’s sins?” he asks 
in a belligerent mood. He feels 
just as strongly about Rashid 
Beebeejaun of whom he says, 
“The guy must go” but won’t 
dwell on the matter. 

This leaves us with the one 
person holding all the cards. 

Besides the fact that the 
game must have lost some of 
its lustre with both opposition 
parties so ready and willing, 
what is Navin Ramgoolam 
waiting for?

The question is as inane as 
it is obvious. There is absolutely 
no reason why Navin Ramgoo-
lam should make his strategy- 
or preference- known before he 
announces the date of the elec-
tion. It’s not so much that the 
man hasn’t made up his mind 
as it is a matter of strategy.

The very fact that Paul 
Bérenger of the MMM was 
expecting Ramgoolam to do 
something so out of character 
as making his strategy public is 
a measure of the state of mind 
of the MMM leader. 

But as the leaders of the 
MMM and of the MSM lie in 
wait, they forget the most fun-
damental thing about Ramgoo-
lam- he excels in the waiting 
game. And there can be no 
other winner but himself. 

Deepa BHOOKHUN
Raj JUGERNAUTH
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3 drinks 
for $18!

I was listening to a speech made by the Prime Mi-
nister the other day and he said something a bit strange. 
I don’t recall the exact words but Navin Ramgoolam said 
something to the effect that because the infl ation rate 
was only 2.1%, it meant that our purchasing power had 
improved. 

I remember feeling a frown slowly forming on my 
forehead. This can’t be right, I thought; Maybe I didn’t 
hear right. 

Except that he said it again at another function.

A couple of weeks ago, I was in a bar in New York with 
two friends- one from Mauritius and the other one from 
South Africa. I went to the bar to get three drinks and I 
nearly went into shock when the barman told me the drinks 
cost $18; there we were in a rather trendy bar within wal-
king distance of the UN headquarters in New York and 
three drinks cost less than Rs 600! 

I can assure you -as I’m sure most of you know- that at 
the Caudan waterfront, and elsewhere in Mauritius, you’d 
be lucky to pay Rs. 600 for three drinks. So I went back to 
our seats, feeling rather pleased with myself (I found the 
bar, not them!). As I proceeded to explain the reason for 
my sudden merriment, Deborah, the South African, was 
perplexed. “This can’t be right! You’re saying three drinks 
cost 180 rand?” she asked.

“I know!” I laughed, “Isn’t that great?”

Deborah shook her head and looked at me like I had 
suddenly lost my mind. “That’s bloody expensive! In SA 
you can buy three drinks for 60 rand!”

That shut me up. I started doing the maths (which took 
a while). 

“Rs 240 for three drinks? You mean, in a cheap bar?” I 
asked in a more subdued tone. 

“No lady, in a posh bar and I’ll take you there when we 
get back,” was the answer. 

Ok so now pay attention. This girl Deborah earns about 
four times my salary (for doing a similar job in South Afri-
ca) and she thinks Rs 600 for three drinks is expensive. She 
can afford so many things I can’t mostly because she lives in 
a country where everything is just so cheap. Mind you, they 
won’t fi nd it necessarily cheap, but for us Mauritians, used 
to the viciously high prices practiced in grocery stores, in 
shops, in restaurants and bars, going to Woolworths is like 
being parachuted into paradise. 

So I ask the Prime Minister and I ask the Minister of 
Finance- any chance they might agree that there might be 
a slight problem when Americans pay less for the same pro-
ducts in their country than we do in ours?

People are still getting paid a pittance (well some of us, 
at any rate) and yet the cost of living keeps on rising steadily. 

Our purchasing power is improving, according to the 
PM? Must be thanks to all the loans, credit cards and over-
drafts we Mauritians are forced to take, to be able to live 
comfortably!

Incidentally, did you know that debt is taken into ac-
count to calculate GDP?

By Deepa BHOOKHUN

High-Heeled]

and Paul Berenger on his way out.

Pravind Jugnauth on his way in to see the Prime Minister.
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Minister Sylvio Tang sparked off a controversy last week when he caused a 
consumer mag to be fi nanced partly with traders’ money. In this interview, 
he looks at the ethical side of the question.
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● Controversy has 
erupted around the consu-
mer magazine published by 
your ministry. How far is it 
ethical for such a magazine 
to feed on traders’ money in 
the form of advertisement?

Prior to the publication of 
our magazine “Savoir Choisir” 
last week, there was no consu-
mer magazine in Mauritius, al-
though we have two NGOs for 
consumer protection. We had 
a choice.Either to continue wi-
thout any consumer magazine, 
or to have one with adverts from 
some specifi c traders or organi-
sations such as Airports of Mau-
ritius Limited, Mauritius Duty 
Free, Microsoft, State Insurance 
Corporation of Mauritius, State 
Trading Corporation,Farouk 
Hossen Opticians,etc.

We opted for ads from 
these quarters to jump start the 
magazine.

●  Which means that 
the magazine will be in no 
position, for example, to 
castigate Airports of Mau-
ritius for the costly airport 
tax it has imposed on pas-
sengers recently to fi nance 
the construction of the new 
terminal?

Not at all. There is an edi-

torial team for this magazine 
and it has nothing whatever to 
do with the advertising content. 
This team is free to write wha-
tever it wants and will never be 
hampered by any advertise-
ment the magazine is carrying. 
If the sponsor is not happy, he 
can withdraw his sponsorship. 
This is where ethics come in. I 
should also tell you that “Savoir 
Choisir” is not the fi rst consu-
mer magazine to thrive partly 
on advertisement money.

But then, I should point out 
that I am open to constructive 
criticism and I will consider any 
proposal to improve this mag 
which is meant for consumer 
protection.

●  When can we expect 
the next number and can 
you tell us if it will again 
carry ads?

Savoir Choisir is a quarterly 
and you should expect the next 
number in three months time. 
Yes, we will have adverts from 
our sponsors in the next issue.

●  So you are going 
ahead despite a call for the 
boycott of this magazine by 
an NGO because of the ads 
it contains?

Yes. As I told you, either we 
have this mag with ads or no 
mag at all.

But it is a new born mag 
and it has to grow. We should 
give it a chance and I am not 
saying that this mag will always 
carry ads from traders, parasta-
tal bodies or organisations.

But I should also add that 
the NGO you are talking about 
has sent at least fi ve articles to 
be published in the mag. Un-
fortunately, none of them has 
made it to the pages of the fi rst 
issue, which does not mean that 
they will never be published. I 
am not imputing motives, but 
it may be possible that some 
of the criticism has sprouted 
out of frustration. This type of 
reaction is human, you know.

● You said that you and 
the Prime Minister have 
been inspired by the British 
consumer mag “Which” 
and the French “Que Choi-
sir”. But contrary to these 
two mags, yours does not 
run any tests. We fi nd  no 
reviews, no comparisons, 
no guides, no calls for boy-
cott, no warnings about the 
dangers of certain products 
in it. Your mag, published 

mostly with good taxpayers 
money, looks more like 
a trade magazine than a 
consumer magazine. How 
do you account for that ?

As I told you, it is a new 
born magazine and it is bound 
to have teething problems. We 
do not want to impose anything 
on the editing team. It is an in-
dependent team as I told you. 
But I have been informed that 
the next issue will carry our 
comparisons of products to 
guide consumers. We are also 
looking forward to having tests 
carried out abroad on products 
sold here to be published in 
our mag.

●  You have printed only 
10 000 copies of this glossy 
mag to the tune of Rs 300 
000. Why glossy copies when 
you could have printed 100 
000 on ordinary paper with 
that money. Why have you 
opted for a glossy mag?

Most consumer mags 
around the world are glossy. 
Take a look at what they are 
doing in Europe, the States 
and even in Asia. Mauritius is 
a fast developing country and 
we could not treat our consu-
mers as inferior to those of 

other countries.
Secondly, it has been noted 

abroad that consumer mags 
have to go glossy if they want to 
have an impact on consumers, 
if they want to be widely read 
and  distributed.

●  We cannot say that 10 
000 copies is a wide distri-
bution, can we?

No, this is only a beginning 
and the magazine is also avai-
lable on our website.

●  Is it the responsibi-
lity of government to have 
a consumer magazine pu-
blished?

We have had to do it be-
cause this tool for consumer 
protection was not available 
here. We have two NGOs 
which have been in existence 
for a long time, but no one has 
managed to have a consumer 
magazine published here.

Now that we have created 
one, we hear people saying that 
they could have done it them-
selves. So let’s wait and see 
what the future holds.

Raj JUGERNAUTH

INTERVIEW
WITH

Sylvio Tang, 

Minister for Consumer Protection
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The deadline is set. 
By the 14th of April, 
the sugar produ-
cers should come 

forward with an improved 
wage scale for labourers and 
artisans of the industry. Trade 
unionistes, grouped as a com-
mon front, are pushing hard for 
a 45% pay hike. The Mauritius 
Sugar Producers Association, 
negotiating on behalf of the 
employers, states that such a 
demand cannot be entertained 
in toto as the industry is going 
through major reforms. Moreo-
ver, on a cumulative basis, they 
are working at a loss. But this 
time, trade unioniste are not 
short of convincing arguments.

Before going any further, 
one should remember that the 
sugar industry is a very emo-
tional, hence sensitive topic for 
Mauritius. Up to the mid-80s 
the industry was the main driver 
of the economy both in terms of 
workers employed and export 
receipts. True it is that the broa-
dening and diversifi cation of the 
Mauritian economy took place 
through funds coming from the 
coffers of the industry. Even 
today, most people still have a 
relative working in the sector, be 
it as a labourer, artisan, casual 

worker or small planter.
During the past decade, 

each time sugar employees 
felt that their rights were being 
messed with, they turned up in 
their thousands to express their 
discontent. The same happe-
ned in 2001 when the previous 
government introduced the vo-
luntary retirement scheme, lea-
ding to the laying-off of several 
thousands of employees. Last 
Saturday, some 3 000 labourers 
and artisans took to the streets, 
which is a really impressive dis-
play by today’s standards.

But their demands are on 
the high side and unjustifi ed, 
says Jean Li Yuen Fong, direc-
tor of the MSPA (which com-
prises 22 sugar producers and 
millers). Reviewing both pay 
and other perks during the crop 
season would result a net wage 
increase of some 70%. And the 
yearly wage bill will increase 
by Rs 500 million. At the end 
of last year, the MSPA in its 
counter proposals, agreeing 
with the principle of a pay rise, 
pushed for a more “reasonable” 
quantum of 13%,which was 
immediately rejected by the 
trade unioniste.

Moreover, the MSPA, was 
not very keen to table the fi nan-

cial statements of its members, 
during the initial stage of wage 
negotiations with the trade unio-
niste. It ended in the threat of 
a one-day strike to be held on 
the 27th of November until 
Labour Minister Jean-François 
Chaumière stepped in to me-
diate between the two sides. The 
matter was then referred to the 
mediation commission where 
the MSPA took the pledge, on 
the 18th of January, to submit 
the annual fi gures asked for.

The report, prepared by 
BDO, and sent to trade unio-
niste at the beginning of Fe-
bruary, analyzes the crop year 
2008. It further states that the 
cane growing and sugar pro-
duction sector is working at 
a loss. “For crop year 2009, the 
revenue generated from sugar ac-
tivities will be signifi cantly lower 
following the ultimate reduction 
in price by 19% on the European 
Union Reference price. Based on 
the Mauritius Sugar Syndicate’s 
latest offi cial price estimate for 
crop 2009, the revenue from sugar 
and molasses will fall by some Rs 
850 million”, states BDO in a 
report requested by the MSPA.

Furthermore, the MSPA 
adds that the industry has un-
dergone major reforms during 

the past few years to be able to 
produce sugar at a competi-
tive price. Planters and millers, 
explains Jean Li Yuen Fong, are 
much more indebted than be-
fore due to the massive invest-
ments in the development of 
new sub-sectors within the in-
dustry, and the fi nancing of the 
two VRS schemes. The reim-
bursement for the latter will last 
for eight years. 

Now the trade unioniste 
single out an interesting fi gure 
in the BDO report. For crop 
year 2008, BDO states that “re-

venue from non-sugar activities, 
namely dividend and interest from 
sale of land and investments of Rs 
1,118.9 million have been used 
to pay dividends to shareholders 
of Rs 1,419.1 million”. Hence, 
the trade unioniste feel that 
there should be fairness in the 
distribution of these non-sugar 
receipts. Employees should have 
their share.

But the MSPA chief says 
that the dividends have been 
divided between 22 companies. 
He lays much emphasis on 
the economics of the industry 
whereby the dividends amount 
only to 2% of the assets of the 
industry. Fixed deposits in 
banks would bring in a return 
of 4% to 5%. 

A recent “confusion” by 
BDO in totalizing the fi gures for 
crop 2008 has triggered further 
controversy. Even though the 
“confusion”  had no impact on 
the conclusion of the report, 
trade unioniste claim that the 
fi gures have been manipula-
ted. Now, they are pushing for 
a commission of inquiry on the 
sugar industry.

What next? 

Kamlesh BHUCKORY

Trade-unionists go for upheaval 
in the sugar industry
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Major 
reforms to 
be able to 
produce 
sugar at 

competitive 
prices 
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The community 
counts about 100 
000 individuals. 
They came from 

Tamil Nadu as indentured la-
bourers, merchants, temple 
builders, craftsmen and even 
Sanskrit teachers. What diffe-
rentiates them from the other 
Hindu communities is primarily 
the language, Tamil, but there 
are also several cultural diffe-
rences they proudly cling to.

Being a minority in Mau-
ritius, the Tamils tend to ‘dis-
sociate’ themselves from the 
rest of the Hindus and, though 
they pray to the same gods, their 
temples, Kovils, are different and 
tend to be much more ornate 
than the other Hindu temples. 

The differences between 
the various linguistic and 
cultural groups within the 
Hindu community are typical 
of Mauritius or perhaps of the 
colonies. As late as 50 years 
ago, marriages between Tamils 
and other Hindus (considered 
intercommunity marriages) 
were a scandal deplored by 
both Hindi speakers and Tamil 
speakers alike. Today, the com-
munity has opened up slightly 
and there are more mixed mar-
riages, especially with the Ca-
tholic community. 

Walking on Fire 
We tend to associate this 

tradition with Tamils. It is not 
widespread in the community. 
Soblen Ramen, a graduate in 
Anthropology from the Ecole 
Des Hautes Etudes of Paris, 
explains that it is a purely vil-
lage custom originating in 
Tamil Nadu, India. It fi nds its 
root in the Mahabharata Epics 
where the village of Draupadee, 
heroine of Mahabharata, vowed 
to take revenge for having been 
abused by the Kauravas. Till 
recently in Mauritius, during 
the ten-day prayers prior to the 
ceremony, chapters of the Ma-
habharata were recited daily in 
all Draupadee Temples . 

Devotees of the goddess 
Draupadee and Mariammen 
walk on fi re as a sign of sacri-
fi ce, to honour a promise or to 
repent for a sin. In the olden 
days, devotees walked on fi re 
to seek a cure for childhood 
illnesses such as chicken pox, 

skin diseases or measles.
The ceremony is normally 

carried out during the Hindu 
month of Marghazhi which 
coincides with December and 
January. There is some fl exibi-
lity, however, as some temples 
organize the walk during other 
months of the year. In the 
tourist regions of the island, 
walking on fi re has become a 
tourist attraction which takes 
place regularly.

 Prior to the ceremony, the 
devotees have to purify their 
body by fasting for a ten-day 

period. They are not allowed to 
eat outside the house to ensure 
the purity of the food they eat. 
Typical foods during this sea-
son are Canjee (rice cooked 
in yoghurt) and green vege-
tables. The fasting is accom-
panied with daily prayers 
throughout the period leading 
to the ceremony.

Soblen stresses that this 
practice is a village cult and that 
previously, it was offi ciated over 
by a Pusari (a non-qualifi ed 
Hindu village priest). ‘Nowa-
days we see Hindu priests, lo-

cal and Indian, fully involved in 
this cult. It is very interesting to 
observe how this ancient village 
cult is evolving and integrating 
the panoply of Hindu ceremo-
nial festivals here miles away 
from its origin. It is what we call 
living Hinduism and the Tamil 
community has always played a 
key role in perpetuating its sur-
vival within India and all over 
the world,’ he remarks.  
Body piercing

This is another tradition 
associated with the Tamils. The 

piercing of the tongue and other 
parts of the body with silver 
needles before walking to a ri-
ver next to a Tamil temple is a 
yearly ritual which takes place at 
Cavadee. Menon Murday, pre-
sident of the Mauritius Tamil 
Temples Federation explains 
that this practice generates 
cosmic energy and purifi es the 
body and soul. The devotee who 
pierces his tongue cannot talk 
for the whole journey and is not 
likely therefore to say anything 
bad. The journey, which starts 
with fasting and prayers to the 
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The Tamil Community in Mauritius

When walking on     

A devotee crosses the embers of the fi re.
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god Muruga to liberate the soul 
from mundane desires, culmi-
nates with the traditional sacred 
bathe in the river. 

Soblen, on the other hand, 
thinks that this tradition is even 
less tolerated than walking on 
fi re. In fact, ‘all vedantic philo-
sophies of Hinduism such as 
Saivism, Smartha, and Vaish-
navism tend to condemn the 

piercing and torturing of the 
body in the process of any re-
ligious sacrifi ce,’ he says. He 
explains that ‘the body is sa-
cred and is an integral part of 
God. You cannot hurt it. In the 
few villages in India where this 
practice continues and in other 
places like Singapore, the devo-
tee who pierces his body is not 
allowed into any Tamil temple.’ 

Menon Murday confi rms that 
devotees are not denied access 
in Mauritius and sees no reason 
to do so. 

Soblen Ramen concedes 
that “Bhakti” (intense devo-
tion) has helped the survival of 
these religious practices which 
enrich the culture in Mauritius. 

Tauria RRAYAG

The visible 
differences
Culinary art is but one of the 
elements which distinguish 
the community. The hot spicy 
curries use fresh coconut and 
coconut milk, a legacy of the 
abundant coconut trees on 
the coastal areas of southern 
India.  The cuisine is rice-
based as opposed to Indian 
breads used in other cuisines 
and it is (what a relief!) lar-
gely non-vegetarian. The 
sweet and sour cakes made of 
different pulses (particularly 
dhol ourad) are highly nutri-
tious and can keep for a long 
period of time. 
The Tamil outfi ts stand out 
for their silk sarees from 
Kanjivaram (rich luxuriant 
pure silk) and the ornaments 
are usually heavy gold jewelry 
also used as a saving device 
for hard times. 
As far as art is concerned, we 
owe to the Tamil community 
the classical Carnatic music 
and the Baratanatyam dance 
which, thanks to their promo-
tion by the Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute, have now spread 
to the rest of the Hindu 
community. 
And feminists, take heart! 
The dowry system is not 
part of the Mauritian Ta-
mil culture. It is normally 
the bridegroom’s family 
who foots the whole bill for 
the wedding ceremony. 
If they want a wife for their 
son, they must pay for 
the privilege.
Certain rites of the wedding 
ceremony are different from 
the rest of the Hindu commu-
nity and the red saree typical-
ly associated with the Hindu 
bride is sometimes replaced 
by an ivory colour. The sind-
hur (red powder used in the 
hair to show that a Hindu wo-
man is married) is replaced 
by a Tali, pendent worn on 
a yellow thread necklace (la 
corde jaune). The type of pen-
dent worn is different accor-
ding to the caste of the bride. 
It is always worn inside never 
to be seen by anyone. Maybe 
because of the signifi cance 
it carries. 
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 fi re does not burn

Conversion, jobs and political power
In the 1950s, during the depression following the second 
world war, there were massive conversions to Christianity. 
Some of those who were converted were either against 
the cast system or wanted to take advantage of the jobs 
available for Christians. Because of the confusion between 
language, culture and religion in Mauritius, the Tamils 
who were converted to Christianity are not considered to 
be Tamils. 

In the political power game, the Tamils are represented by 
various associations, including the Mauritius Tamil Temples 
Federation (MTTF) whereas the Christian Tamils identify 
with the Indo Mauritian Catholic Association (IMCA). 

Young girls with pierced 
tongues taking part in a 

Cavadee celabration.

A Pundit offering blessings to the Prime Minister.
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As I am a believer of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and I share 
the word of God from the 
Bible so we are going to look 
at conversion from a Biblical 
perspective. If Jesus Christ had 
converted people forcefully; 
everybody would have been 
converted. The fact that he was 
crucifi ed by a group of people is 
a good example that non force-
ful conversion is the teaching of 

our master and we are His dis-
ciples, so we follow in his foots-
teps. Please bear in mind that no 
disciple can do anything except 
what His master tells him to do. 

It is clear that we cannot 
convert anybody. Our responsi-
bility is to share the word of 
God and in fact the Bible tells 
us in John 3:16, whoever belie-
ves in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.

Some people discovered 
that they have no ground to ac-
cuse us, so they came up with 
the argument that we force 
people to convert. For them 
forcing means distributing 
tracts and speaking to people.

In my letter box everyday, 
I receive advertisements about 
restaurants, furniture shops, 
groceries, promotions and so 
on. However, I do not imme-

S T R A I G H T T A L K ]

The Triolet incidents are 
regrettable. Hindus are tolerant 
and peaceful people. Shanti 
(peace) is in all our prayers. We 
are tolerant because our religion 
accepts everyone, even atheists, 
though we may not agree with 
their teachings. The fi rst verse of 
the Mahabharata is, ‘whatever is 
in this book is also elsewhere’. 
We have always believed in the 
freedom of each citizen to exer-
cise his or her own religion.

Having said that, there has 
been a tendency in this country 
to equate our tolerance with fear 
and passivity and we have, the-
refore, been taken for granted. 
We are peaceful but we are not 
cowards. The Hindu philosophy 
is based on Dharma, a code of 
conduct. According to this code, 
there are limits which should 
not be crossed. 

  There are some sects who 
have been invading our lives, 
converting our people and de-
nigrating the Hindu religion. 
And because we are perceived 
as tolerant, we have been taken 
for granted and have become 
subject to provocation.

Yes, people are free to prac-
tise their religion but there is 
nothing absolute in this world, 
not even rights. Rights are su-
perseded by public interest. All 
rights are frozen when public 
interest is at stake. When people 
are granted the freedom to set 
up a sect, no one opposes that. 
When people from this sect go 
out of their way to denigrate 
other religions and play on the 
emotions of vulnerable people, 
offer them money and all sorts 
of rewards and miracles to get 
them hooked to later exploit 

them, it is a diversion of free-
dom. 

When the organizers of the 
Gospel Festival take the trouble 
of inviting a star from Bol-
lywood to try and attract more 
naïve souls into their religion, it 
is dishonesty. The provocation 
comes when they hold their 
festival in the middle of Triolet, 
a place where there is a minority 
of extremists. 

Of course, the biggest 
culprits in all this are the police. 
They should never have allowed 
such a festival in an area where 
there are elements of funda-
mentalism of which they are 
fully aware. 

The press also has a certain 
responsibility. Some journa-
lists both in the written press 
and radio have clothed biases 
and prejudices in good pac-
kaging and presented them 

as the truth. Not to talk about 
the double standards of a few. 
When l’Eglise Chretienne was 
siphoning Catholics, it was 
condemned and there was a 
huge campaign to investigate 
the source of their fi nances. 
Why are they not pushing 
for the same transparency for 
Light Ministries? 

Hindus should look into 
the reasons behind the pheno-
mena of converstion. Its formal 
structures like the Gurukul and 
Baitkas which are equivalent to 
the Madrassa and Catechism 
classes have nearly disappeared. 
Gurukuls and Baitkas made 
Hindus understand the philoso-
phy behind the religion. Some 
of the mainstream Hindus just 
follow rites without fully un-
derstanding the philosophy 
behind them and the language 
used in those rites is Sanskrit 

which itself predates ancient 
Greek and Latin by two millen-
nia. The Pundits offi ciating 
the rites must make sure that 
the rites are understood by 
the participants. 

I have married a person 
from the Catholic faith and I 
made sure that the rites were 
translated to her in French so 
that she understood the vows 
she was taking and why the rites 
were such. 

Righteousness is the mes-
sage of all religions but when 
unrighteousness prevails the 
sheep will turn into wolves and 
the country will go to the dogs. 
Nobody in this country wishes 
that to happen.

P.S “ You must be the change 
you want to see in the world,” 

Mahatma Gandhi

Democracy in danger or the 
defence of conversion!

Religious Freedom...
The eternal debate

Sanjiv Goburdhun

Kevin  Perma
President  Light Ministries 

International

If the sheep turn into wolves….

Democracy 
is in real 
danger
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Hinduism, also cal-
led Sanatan Dharma which 
can be translated as univer-
sal law, is the oldest religion 
of the world. Some one billion 
people are Hindus. This is 
the third largest religion in 
the world after Christianity 
and Islam.

Sanatan Dharma has been 
practiced since the fi rst Indian 
civilization and it began from 
a very old oral tradition. Hin-
duism is a particular religion 
which has not got any pro-
phet, or any important ancient 
religious doctrine. In spite of 
this, Hindus believe in the au-
thority of the Vedas revealed 
to man through Brahma, the 
Creator, and by the Rishis with 
divine vision.

Hinduism today has 
evolved with the passage of 
time into beliefs, rites and vir-
tues of the past. The ultimate 

goal in the Hindu religion is 
to attain God and liberation 
through spiritual values. A 
child born in a Hindu family 
does not have to be baptized. 
He is a Hindu by birth. He has 
got the right to practice his be-
lief according to his wish in the 
Hindu religion. According to 
Bhagwad Gita, Chap. 3, Verse 
35 Lord Krishna says, “It is 
preferable to die in his own re-
ligion with all its imperfections 
than to join the religion of others 
which may give you dismay.”

If someone tries to convert 
you with money or other 
types of favours, it is consi-
dered fraud. It is blatant cor-
ruption. If one converts a 
poor, a sick or an illiterate 
person who is not conscious 
of his religion, it is conside-
red to be an exploitation of 
vulnerable people.

And now let us see what 

happened in Triolet on 14th 
March when Light Minis-
tries International organized a 
congregation there. That sad 
event could have exploded into 
a big riot because the social fa-
brics are fragile. The organizers 
in fact organized a Gospel festi-
val, but people were told that it 
was a celebration for Indepen-
dence Day and Johnny Lever, 
the Bollywood actor  would 
give a big show of his mimics. 
When people realized that they 
had been lured into coming to 

a Gospel festival which was 
meant to canvass them into 
changing their religion, they got 
annoyed and expressed their 
disappointment physically.

The irresponsible orga-
nizers would have disrupted 
the peaceful harmony of the 
country through their double 
language to lure people. This 
kind of ‘cinema’ should stop 
once and for all. Furthermore, 
no sects should be allowed to 
enter the residence of peaceful 
people with literature to can-
vass them. Enough is enough.

The Government which is 
a signatory to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights should implement this 
convention in toto, i.e. bring 
into legislation Sub. 2 of Art. 
18: “no one should be subject 
to coercion which would impair 
his freedom to have or to adopt 
a religion or belief of his choice.” 

No one should be 
subjected to coercion

Conversion and manipulation 
of Hindus

The Religious Council is 
right: ‘there has been manipula-
tion and an attempt to convert,’ 
it says.  

Many Mauritians who are 
in their sixties will remember 
the pressure and canvassing 
the Hindus (including Tamils, 
Marathis and Telugus) endu-
red during the colonial era to 
be batized in order to obtain 
jobs in government or the pri-
vate sector. The pressure did 
not come only from Church 
leaders but also and particu-
larly from various government 
and private sector depart-
ments. History tells us that a 
great number of Hindus who, 
for economic reasons, could 
not oppose the canvassing, 
had to give in. Their fi nancial 
constraints, weaknesses and 
ignorance were exploited. 

Oh Human Rights! Where 
were you?

Today, in the year 2010, it is 
almost the same strategy. ‘Vul-

ture’ missionaries, using the 
pretext of healing and miracles, 
still exploit and abuse the mi-
sery and ignorance of Hindus. 
They canvass discreetly during 
the day when the heads of fa-
milies are busy working. They 

invade houses, properties and 
private lives. They use psycho-
logical and emotional exploita-
tion and brain washing to trap 
people. At the doorstep of the 
Hindus, they insult their God,   
‘Ou pe prié Murthi, c’est Satan 
sa….’ (You pray Murthi? It 
is Satan.)

Why do they target the 
Hindu Community? Because 
it is fl exible and tolerant. But 
beware:  ‘Saraswati’ (Quiet 
force) can turn into  ‘Durga’ 
(vigorous force) to have its in-
terests respected.

These sects who use di-
seases, healing, transformation 
and miracles as their marketing 
techniques, why don’t they cure 
cancer, Aids and swine fl u for 
example? Where do their adepts 
go when they are sick? To their 
centres or to hospital ? if they 
can cure blindness as they claim, 
there is no need to have  Moka 
Eye Hospital. Why does govern-
ment spend billion on public 

health. They can cure for free 
through their psychological pro-
paganda. 

Hindus, even those who are 
intellectual, are docile because 
they do not understand the rich 
teachings or our rishis (sages). 
They leave a big ocean (Hin-
duism) to go and seek water in a 
dry pond. Some Hindus have a 
mindset overfl owing with taboos, 
pessimism and superstition. We 
should use our faith and convic-
tion as a positive force. We can 
preserve our health through the 
teachings of Yoga and medita-
tion. We need to protect our reli-
gion against external threats. Our 
Pundits and religious authorities 
need to act as resource persons 
and advisors. 

The converted Hindu 
is shrewd. He is a Hindu or 
a Catholic according to where 
his advantage lies depending 
on the quotas for key posi-
tions. There should be laws 
against this.

Somduth Dulthumun
President 

Sanatan Dharma
Temple Federation

Ajeet Gopal
President, Kranti

diately go and buy everything 
I received in my letter box. 
Indeed I read them and check 
out and then I choose whether 
I would buy or not or even put 
them in the dustbin. So on re-
ceiving a gospel tract you have 
a choice to do whatever you 
like with it.

We distributed 10,000 
tracts for the Gospel Festival 
in Triolet but there were only 
3000 people in attendance. 
So you don’t need to have a 
degree to understand that if a 

tract, publicity, preaching were 
converting people forcefully, 
the whole of Mauritians would 
have attended the festival be-
cause our publicity covered the 
whole island.

A listener on the radio said 
when a cyclone comes, you do 
not stop the cyclone but instead 
you consolidate your house. 
Likewise, if you sincerely feel 
people are leaving you, and 
you positively want to meet 
their needs, so start to see the 
weakness instead of preventing 

others from obeying their call 
from God. In fact, I would say 
Democracy is in real danger 
when a group of people think 
that with violence they can 
force their personal opinion 
on others. The Pentecostal 
Movement shares the word 
of God and people are free to 
accept or reject it. A group of 
extremists is using violence to 
choose in the place of others, 
thinking  they have the right to 
control other communities and 
to dictate to them how they 

should hold their festivals and 
even who to invite or not invite. 
Johny Lever is a Pentecost who 
was our guest, and he is free to 
live his life. He is grateful for 
what God did for him and he 
even came at his own cost.

I believe that Mauritians are 
intelligent and they all condemn 
the violence we experienced 
and support us. So I invite all 
Mauritians to draw their own 
conclusions about conversion 
and they will stand up for 
the truth.

Exploitation 
of 

vulnerable 
people.

They can 
cure for free 

through 
their psycho

logical 
propaganda. 
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WHILE the 4th session 
of the Intergovernmental Nego-
tiation Body of the WHO Fra-
mework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) on a Protocol 
on Illicit Trade in Tobacco Pro-
ducts is taking place in Geneva, 
Mauritius fl outs the tobacco 
law. The Mauritius regulations 
(Public Health (Restrictions on 
Tobacco Products) Regulations 
2008) indicate that there is no 
exception for duty-free stores 
Thus it is illegal to sell tobacco 
products in Mauritius duty-free 
stores (whether arrival or depar-
ture) unless the packages carry 

the picture warnings required by 
local regulations.

 On the 12th of March 2010 
I went through the Duty-Free 
Departure of the Airports of 
Mauritius and I noticed that 
all the cartons of cigarettes dis-
played there were not in confor-
mity with the Public Health Act 
Tobacco Regulations 2008.

No graphic health warnings 
at all. 

All the illegal health warnings 
were in English only. 

CAMEL brand- made in 
Germany- Health Warning: US 
Surgeon General: Quitting smo-

king now reduces health risks… 
Light and Extra-Light ciga-

rettes were on sale. For proof, I 
bought a carton of Peter Stuyve-
sant Extra Light - at 22 euros- 
where there is no mention the 
country where they were manu-
factured.

Stickers mentioning “To-
bacco seriously damages health” 
were pasted on the transparent 
wrappers of the cartons of 
some brands like GAULOISES 
blondes- made in EU. 

Tar and nicotine contents 
are printed in fi gures on many 
brands. 

EU directives: “Smokers die 
younger” was printed on some 
cigarette brands. 

On a carton of 555 Gold 
brand was printed “For adults 
only”- Made under the autho-
rity of the brand owner (!) and 
without any mention of the ma-
nufacturer’s name. 

BENSON and HEDGES 
special fi lter and the health war-
ning “Tobacco seriously da-
mages health” is printed on the 
carton.

Véronique LECLÉZIO 

Hate has no place in the 
house of God. No one should 
be excluded from our love, our 
compassion or our concern be-
cause of race or gender, faith or 
ethnicity -- or because of their 
sexual orientation. Nor should 
anyone be excluded from 
health care on any of these 
grounds. In my country of 
South Africa, we struggled for 
years against the evil system of 
apartheid that divided human 

beings, children of the same 
God, by racial classifi cation 
and then denied many of them 
fundamental human rights. We 
knew this was wrong. Thank-
fully, the world supported us 
in our struggle for freedom and 
dignity. […]

Our lesbian and gay bro-
thers and sisters across Africa 
are living in fear. 

«But they are sinners,» I can 
hear the preachers and politi-

cians say. «They are choosing a 
life of sin for which they must 
be punished.» My scientist and 
medical friends have shared 
with me a reality that so many 
gay people have confi rmed, I 
now know it in my heart to be 
true. No one chooses to be gay. 
Sexual orientation, like skin 
color, is another feature of our 
diversity as a human family. 
Isn’t it amazing that we are 
all made in God’s image, and 

yet there is so much diversity 
among his people? Does God 
love his dark- or his light-skin-
ned children less? The brave 
more than the timid? And does 
any of us know the mind of 
God so well that we can de-
cide for him who is included, 
and who is excluded, from 
the circle of his love?The 
wave of hate must stop. 
Politicians who profi t 
from exploiting this hate, 

from fanning it, must not be 
tempted by this easy way to 
profi t from fear and misun-
derstanding. And my fellow 
clerics, of all faiths, must 
stand up for the principles of 
universal dignity and fel-
lowship. Exclusion is ne-
ver the way forward 
on our shared paths 
to freedom and justice.

Desmond Tutu

In Africa, a step backwards on human rights
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TOBACCO ANARCHY AT DUTY 
FREE MAURITIUS

Dutyfree 
shops fl out 
Mauritian 
regulations
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About Chagos 
Mr. Murton did not once call the Chagos Archipe-
lago by its name, for example. He was not asked 
about the violations of UN Resolutions by the 
UK Or about the gimmicky ‘Order in Council’ 
PLOY TO ILLEGALLY ACQUIRE OTHER 
COUNTRIES PROPERTY.

MBC TV

Mr Murton, it is obvious you have to defend the 
British Government. You are like a defense lawyer 
representing your client in a case of appropria-
tion by dishonest means. Would you like me to 
take your house or your property in the U.K., 
and when you come back home I ask you to hang 
on, it is being used for hiding against crooks....
how would you feel? So I think when you listen to 
people like Mugabe saying, ‘Who are you to come 
to my country to tell me what to do...’ to some 
extent he is right. Here it’s the same... who am I 
to tell Mr. Murton that in this house that  I have 
dishonestly occupied, I am going to remove the 
patio and build a garden for nature’s sake...how 
would you feel then? Try to improve your carbon 
print emission in your own country and stop 
taking people for fools and start respecting people 
for goodness’ sake. Act with integrity. Look at 
yourself in the mirror or the face of your children 
and say that the interview you gave here is honest 
and that it is fair that the British Government 
keep Chagos. Is that what you want to teach your 
children? What goes around comes around.

Adam

Wow.....What an interview...In fact what a waste-
ful interview. Using jargon such as, “Decision 
making process, Ethical-Environment, etc. in re-
lation to the MPA! I have a few questions for you:
Have you ever consulted the Diego people in the 
decision process? 
Has your government ever listened to the Diego 
people’s needs? 
Do you understand their feelings and the 
meaning of home (It is in UK’s veins to make 
people homeless and destroy homes, 
nations and religion). 
Is your government waiting for the whole Diego’s 
generation to die so no one can say, 
“This is my home?” 
Ask your government’s (including you) justifi ca-
tion for such a quick move to make the MPA, the 
date the UK and USA will leave Diego?
Does your government have the same strategy for 
the Falklands? 
How does the UK claim Diego which is 1000miles 
away? (I have the answer: Its in your vein). 9. Who 
are you going to invade next? 10. Do you believe 
in Karma? I guess you can already see many 
things around you. Its time for Mauritius to lease 
all its Island to India and China and make them 
feel there are other superpowers around them... 
STOP BULLYING THE WORLD.

-Alvin

About the Telugu 
community in mauritius

Cultural identity
Interesting article regarding an individual’s iden-
tity that is very much infl uenced by the origins. 
How much do we allow culture / language and 
religion to mingle and mix is a matter of personal 
choice. In Mauritius, many of us are still attached 
to our ancestral values (which is commendable). 
Many of us form the Indian diaspora. However, 
when do we become “Mauritian”? And who is a 
“Mauritian”? is an interesting debate. 

Riad Rojoa 

The Telegu Community in Mauritius
If there is not much difference between a Hindu 
and a Telugu, then why a public holiday? For me, 
a Telugu is a Hindu because Hindus and Tamils 
come from India. That’s it. So, no more public 
holiday on Ougadi. It is a waste of money for the 
country. 

Maurice Chan

Elementary

It is all disarmingly simple. Shyam is a Hindu 
of Bihari/Gujrati etc origin whilst Jessina would 
be a Hindu of Andhra or Telugu ancestry. And it 
is disappointing that  Maurice Chan, has such 
scanty interest or knowledge about his Mauritian 
compatriots. Andhra Pradesh is one of the big 
South Indian states, with a long history, tradi-
tion and culture, which are worlds apart from 
the north Indian context, itself quite diverse. For 
example, I guess you are of Chinese ancestry, and 
a Beijing roast duck has nothing to do with a tofu 
from Sichuan. Hindi and Telegu may be more dif-
ferent from each other than French and English. 
And it is downright ludicrous to say that a Hindu 
comes from India. Hindus may hail from India, 
Nepal, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand etc. and 
these Hindus may not have any recognition or 
knowledge of an Indian ancestry. Of course, India 
may have a Muslim population greater than that 
of Pakistan, and a Christian population far bigger 
than the population of Mauritius. Get to know 
your Mauritian brethren, dear Maurice. It might 
save you some embarrassment, and even better, 
spare you from offending a compatriot...

Pirabha

Readers’
reactions from the web

These so-called barriers to 
entry to work & settle in Mau-
ritius are pitiful & risible. They 
proved to be completely inef-
fectual barriers – that’s why we 
had the comparatively humon-
gous numbers...swarming in, 
in such a short period since we 
opened our doors gaping wide 
to legal immigration. The revi-
sed conditions, supposedly made 
more stringent, are still derisory 
& piddling. At a time when the 
UK is tightening conditions for 
entry even for fee-paying stu-
dents in their tertiary institutions 
South Africa has a clear policy 
of Black Economic Empower-
ment & Employment Equity 

(understand affi rmative action 
& positive discrimination in fa-
vour of autochthonous black 
South Africans) when, until of 
late, Mauritians had to suffer the 
unendurable humiliation of the 
application process of a Schen-
gen entry visa at the French 
Embassy (now it’s even worse, 
as the humiliation is meted out 
at border ports of entry, or de-
portation) when one has to pur-
chase crisp US Dollar notes and 
produce them physically to the 
Indian Embassy offi cials in Port 
Louis before they will consider 
your visa application what do we 
do? Revise pitiably low barriers 
to entry to Mauritius and lift 

them one pusillanimous notch! 
These will not stem nor deter 
the invasion of economic immi-
grants, as we will soon fi nd out 
again too late. If attracting scarce 
skills & wooing top calibre pro-
fessionals to our shores are the 
stated aims of our new accom-
modating immigration policy, 
which are desirable & laudable 
objectives one might add –brain 
gain- why not put a structure to 
the policy & give real meaning 
to these objectives, instead of the 
feckless & asinine blather and 
vacuous statements from Sitha-
nen? Why not demonstrate that 
your are serious about controlled 
and desirable immigration, and 

adopt a system like the Austra-
lian points system, which has 
proved so effective that even the 
British have copied it? If we did, 
then we would have a policy. I’m 
sorry to say that what we have 
now are rules and conditions, 
and these fall well short of a 
coherent and congruent policy. 

With the Jin Fei doormat project 
(kow-towing to Chinese lucre) & 
the Xanthous hordes that come 
with it with offering refuge to ra-
cist white South Africans fl eeing 
black majority rule with the riff-
raff fl otsam & jetsam & dregs of 
France with their misplaced air 
of superiority crowding us out 
will you be surprised that the 
demographic metrics will be-
come quickly so insufferably 
unbalanced that Mauritians, 
reputedly welcoming and hospi-
table, turn xenophobic? I shud-
der to think of the consequences 
when that happens!

Garam MASALA
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Foreign Invasion

No
 coherent 

policy

Weekly du 26 march..indd   43Weekly du 26 march..indd   43 3/25/10   2:34 PM3/25/10   2:34 PM



Mascafl eurs, a thri-
ving business 
in a quiet road 
in Moka, deals 

in some very special fl owers.
You will recognize the names: 
anthuriums, orchids, alpinia, 
heliconia…but the blooms you 
see as you enter this fl orist’s 
shop bear little resemblance to 
what are found elsewhere. For 
these are fi rst grade specimens 
of very special varieties: tiny 
deep violet anthuriums, scarlet 
and fl ame-coloured  heliconias 
standing tall in their vases, sta-
tely pink ‘roses de porcelaine’, in-
describably delicate little yellow 
orchids…All are by nature long 
lasting and Mascafl eurs ex-
ports them via World Tropicals 
in ‘structured’ bouquets, care-
fully protected in cardboard 
boxes, to all continents. More 
recently they have started sup-
plying the local market as well.
Martine Mayer, who is in charge 
of design, explains that these 
modern and very fashionable 
bouquets are inspired by the 
Japanese Ikebana technique of 
fl ower arranging, according 
to which they should really 
contain just three items, inclu-

ding foliage, so you might get 
a bouquet containing only two 
fl owers! Mascafl eurs has adap-
ted the technique and, while it 
uses rather more fl owers, re-
tains the ‘pure’style of Ikebana, 
each bloom being given its full 
value. Martine adds that the 
foliage used is as important 
as the fl owers and is not just a 
space fi ller.
“Our aim is to please our custo-
mers”, says Fabienne Lenoir, 
Martine’s assistant. “People come 
in wanting a small arrangement 
costing just a few hundred rupees 
and we do it for them.” (They also 
have nice cards saying Merci 
and Je t’aime!) More elaborate 
bouquets can cost up to two or 
three thousand rupees.
Behind these works of art, there 
is a big organization. Plants are multiplied in the laboratory 

using the technique of tissue 
culture. The tiny plantlets are 
then transferred to the nursery 
and in time to one of the green-
houses which are found in diffe-
rent regions. Refrigerated trucks 
transport fl owers and foliage to 
the shop in Moka. The whole 
process can take years. Where 
did these plants originally come 
from? Some from Mauritius, 

others from various parts of 
the world –but Mascafl eurs is 
constantly experimenting and 
crossing varieties to get the best 
out of them all.
Samila Narayanan who is in 
charge of exports says that the 
international economic down-
turn has affected sales to some 
extent but business remains 
good.
The company also supplies lo-

cal hotels and offi ces with bou-
quets and pot plants for which 
it provides a maintenance ser-
vice. They stress that fl owers for 
the local market are of exactly 
the same standard as those for 
export. 
So why not call in one morning 
at the shop at Bon Air, Moka? 
The sight of the fl owers is gua-
ranteed to brighten your day!
Beti PEERUN

“Constantly 
experimen-

ting and 
crossing 
varieties”
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The World Is What It Is is the rather enigmatic 
title of the authorised biography of VS Naipaul 
by Patrick French (2008).Critics have praised 
it unanimously, one calling it “the frankest 
authorised biography of anyone alive and in 
possession of his senses.” For the point is that 
French not only had access to all Naipaul’s 
private letters and diaries, but also held some 
very candid interviews during which the 
writer evidently revealed the most intimate 
details of his private (including sexual) life. 
Reading this book is therefore something of a 
voyeuristic experience.
It begins of course in Trinidad, before Nai-
paul’s birth, with the infl ux of indentured 
labourers (among whom his grandparents) 
from India. Sounds familiar? It gets even 
more so when Vidya progresses from pri-
mary to secondary school, getting a coveted 
place in the QRC, the Queen’s Royal College 
in Port of Spain –a star school!- from which 
he wins a scholarship to Oxford university. 
His relationship with his father (on whom A 
House for Mr Biswas is based), his feelings 
about the English at Oxford, his literary                                            
beginnings with the BBC are all described in 
lively detail.
For readers of Naipaul’s many novels, this 

biography is a must. It puts all his work into the 
perspective of his life, from the juvenilia (Miguel 
Street, The Mystic Masseur) to the mature novels 
and travel stories. It ends with the death of his 
long –suffering fi rst wife in 1996.
A brief mention is made of the article he wrote 
on Mauritius in the early 70s for the Sunday 
Times. Entitled The Overcrowded Barracoon, 
it gave a thoroughly depressing account of the 
country. Much later Naipaul admitted that 
he had “misread” Mauritius. Referring to the 
success of our tourist industry, he said, “I had no 
idea that the world was so heartless that people 
would want to go and have a holiday where 
everyone was starving.” A typically 
Naipaulian remark!
A frequently depressed individual with a terrible 
chip on his shoulder, often racist , especially 
towards his fellow Trinidadians of African des-
cent, many people have found him unpleasant, 
but his awfulness –and his frankness about his 
awfulness- end up by being fascinating and in 
some odd way perhaps even admirable… And he 
did after all rise from a background as unlikely as 
any you can imagine to become one of the great 
literary fi gures of our time, winning the Nobel 
Prize for literature along the way.
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An admirable awfulness 
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